
UNITED TAT S POLICY OPTIONS IN VIETNAM: A SYNOPSIS 

The United States must oon adopt one, or combination, of 
tour pro ches to the problem in Vietnam: 

1. f\mitiv /Interdietory bombardment of ir..stallations and activities 
tn North Vietnam/ a.os. This would not seriously adver ely aftect the 
Viet Conr./DRV effort, It would solidify opinion agaL~t us; its failure 
would seriously lower morale in Vietnan"' and the U.S.. and lead eitber 
to the commitment of ground force or negotiated withdrawal. 

2. Gra..md force intervention to: 

a. Esta.bli h a cordon sanitaire; u ing U. S. , d SEATO con-
ventional forces. 

b. Harass and throw off-balance the Viet Co , by the em -
ployment of n limited number of intet'tlational. volunteers- .. 
footborne F1yi Tiger ; or 

c. Assault the North by surpd e. employing airborne forces. 
principally U. . , and a major psychological- -HLiberation" ... _ 
effort; and folio · this up with sound political-economic 
counter-insurgency ffort . The first of th e would be as 
futile as bombartb::nent., o.nd would entail U.S. assumption 
of command L"l Vietnam, a sure way to lose that w • The 
second would be dramatic and useful. but would be endanger­
ed by tacit o.nd .explicit internal oppo>;)ition. The third would 
be etfcctive~ given greater ability~ understanding and deter .. 
roination than we have y exhibited in our efforts/in Vietnam. 

3. Negotiat withdrawal: Th would be recoo-nized by our enemi 
and friend alike as total., 4Jnominiou ~ political and military defeat; a 
cowardly betrayal of our allie ; and a.n abando ~ent of any American 
elaim to honor or morality. 

4. A po itiv • politically ~oriented, integrated prorrram. ssentially 
an exp cs ion oi belief that the radition 1 "American way'' can triumph, 
tbt& ould be r juvenated, r directed effort to establish stable, popul • 
effective government on a sound pollt.cal and economic base. Succes ia 
assured, l!. the effort is ded by advi$O.r with roven experience in 
uch wars Vlho a. e b eked by the very top; failure, no wor$e and les 

costly th th~ other positive eo rses would entail, is probable if th 
effort does not h:lve such guidance and b eking. 

· uJ.y the 1 t cou.rs~ o action offers· re hope of 
nant ith United States national objectives. principle , 

outcome conso­
d honor. 


