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Genenl Lansdale September 28. 1965 - I 

Rllfua Pbillipa 

bl1g1o\ls Jteconc1l1at1on and Unity 

1. All 1n41-eat1ona that 1 have received rrom V1et.ilameae 
trienda and aeqllaintanees. po1~t to reltg1ous dttterenee• as 
being the aoat divu1v• f'orce at work tut.ong the non-coaun1at 
Vietnamese. All aay it ta a vef7 delicate problea; raoat hope 
that we can help 4o sC*etht.Qg about 1t. .My own reeling 1a 

, that we lllUSt do aoaething abovt it. 

2. 'lb.e •Jo.i' cUY1a1on 1a. of course., between the atron&est 
BucWh1tt group (Vien Hoe Dao) and the Catholi.ca. Tbe tath,olics 
an4 others have att.apted to weaken tbe Bu4dhiats b7 baolr:1ng 
th6 So~them Buddhist splinter taction. 1'b1a has not weakened 
the V1en Boa Dao and bas dr1YR tbe catholics and the BuMhiats 
further apart and a4e reeono111at1on more 41tr1cult. 

'· 'l'be.re appears to be a ehanoe ot bringing Pather Quynh 
an4 'f1ch '1'all Chau together. Bu1 .Jn.em said be had 1t but 
414 not succeed. (lather Quynb told Bernie Yoh that Tam Cbau 
was the onl7 V1en Boa lao leader he had an)' confidence 1n.) On 
evidence orf'ered by Bu1 Diem and others, 'fri Quang appears h-opeless 
although I believe a try should be made. 

4. Beyond penonal discuas1on:s between you and tbe leaders, 
ror which there is no substitute. it is believed that the Cao Da1 can 
play a maJor role in bringing about religious unity. Dr. Xhoach 
is working on this unot'f'ieiallyi howev-er6 JU4ging tro.1 a recent 
cable the cUspute between factions or the B~sts may be swamping 
this effort. (This shoul4 be cheeked out more thoroughly.) 

5. I believe we should try to make Dr. Khoach's proposal for 
a meeting or religious leade.rs in Tay Jinh towards the end of 
October sueceed. 'l'o succeed it must be composed of religious not 
political leaders. It is bali'd to distinguis-h al!lOng the Buddhists but 
both Tam Chau and Tr1 Quang should participate 1 or 'l'am Chau as a 
minumum. Among the Catholics it should be Archbishop B1nh rather 
than Father Quynh. Among the cao Da1 ~- Cao Boa1 Son and Le Thanh 
Phuoe with Dr. Khoach in the background. Among the Boa Bao. probably 
only the twotop members or the Council and possibly So•s mother. 
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6. It 1s auggttatecl that the folloWing m!gbt come out ot the 
meeting. 

a. Some statement of common religious and moral pr1noiplee 
b7 WhiCh all Vietnamese sbould live and around Which 
Vietnameae lDa.Y unit)'. 

b. A atataent condemning deliberate raurder as immoral and 
an &nnou.ncement ot the tormat1on or an inter-reli$1oUJS 
committee to investigate acta against humanity and 
rel1g1oua pr1nciplea. 

c. A statement or campaaa1on tor all war victims and an 
announcement ot the formation ot a permanent inter-religious 
weltare co.mittee Which will jointly 41atr1bute all relief 
euppUea in its name rather than 1n the name ot an7 particular 
religion. 

7. !beae etatementa an4 the tormat1on ot the oODBitteea would 
provide the veh1ele to oar:ey out aotiona lil'h1ch would clarity the moral bae1a 
tor the war, the geneftl moral atJilOaphel"ff; ancl which would gradually <S1s~l 
the exiating mistrust throUgh peraonal contact and mutual participation 
1n religious acta or Charity and compassion. 

8. I suggest that George Melvin and Hank fUller be ua1gned to 
asdstJ.you with this proJect. George to work with the Cao Da1 and Hoa 
Hao and Bank to get to know the Buddhists. At some point you might wish 
to call in Dick Garde rrom Bong Kong tor advice and assistance (although 
he may be close to the Southern Buddhist faction only). The invitation 
from the Cao lJa1 to go to 'l'ay lUnh, which General cao is obtaining this 
weekend appears to be the first step 1n this operation. 

LG:RPh1ll1ps:pag 
September 30, 1965 
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