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ConTera&tion with Lt. Col. Chau .. Proviflce. Chief ot Kien Jloa 
Prov!Jlce on ll, 12 Septeilber. 

Pacification 

1. I asked Chau What bhe Ptop~e ot b1e province wante4 moat in 
hie optnion. Mter aecurl.t;y he telt they wan~e4 the tollowtng 1n 
t.h1e ordctr; 

(a) 
(b) 
(o) 
(d) 
(e) 
(t) 

Good behavior ancl •reatPMm.t by the OVJ. 
Adequate care tor war vido• and orpl'Jana. 
Adequate care foJ> MU' victbll, CQIIIP8tteat1on. 
Adequate cat-e tor war Nt\igeea. 
A aince:re open aru policy towal"\1 tbe vc. 
More opportunity tor tne yo\U'lg people (rno~ educational 
and training tac111t1ee). 

Chau aa14 the people telt that it the OVI wasn't even able to take 
care ot ita ow J>eople adequately that they could expect nothing rrom 
the GVN themeelvee. Chau telt etrongly that solving the 1~1ate 
problu created by the var $hould have top priority. 't'he current 
system waa too inflexible to meet there needs. (See attached memo 
t~ Beasonover of USOM about how in4emnit'1eat1on system is not 
worlting.) 

2. Chau said he believed that he had developed a system for pacifying 
the province Which would show aaton1shing results it' he eould only be 
given the Ieedom to put it into operation. (See atta~hed memo tor his 
analysis or the problem and tor lrla approach. ) lle believes that the 
key to paeit1cat1on 1~ above all pop1lar participation in government 
at the village level and efteet1ve go·v~rnment at the village level. 
He believes that one major mistake of the strategic hamlet p r~gram was 
the concent ration of effort at the hamlet level, Which has never 
meant anything to the rural people, to the detriment ot the village. 
Prom his own experience in the province. where the strat_egie hamlet 
program was most succeastul was where he has good village government. 
At tint he had t ried to by-pa~s the village level, but this had 
not worked. 1-Jhere he placed the strategic hamlet teams under the village 
chief and gave him t'ull responsibility was where the program succeeded . 
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At the same time the village chiefs and committees had to be thoroughly 
superv1aed and he used the cens\1$-grievanee teams tor this purpose. 

3. Chau 1s working out h1a own land Teto:rm program. Be had 
trained a land reto~ deputy tor tne v1ll•ge Cbiet. This deputy~ 
with the assistance and ·adv1ce ot the village adaintstrattve c~­
mittee, holds seaeiona ot conten41ng parties and aettlea eachland 
ilaue in the tl'ad1t1onal Vietnameae manner ot COfiiProatl.ae. In this 
way aany ot the problema which the Governments land reform UJI _ e 
not touen, are being solved, 

4. Chau wantJ authorisation to begin the formation of a 
peoples 4elt ... cletenae force 1n the hamleta. le also wants author1Jat1on 
to hold elections ror a village people•a adviao17 council. le qys 
that tfte·ae a;re ltVo ot his main •programs to mobilize the population 
against ~e Viet Cong. 

5. Chau said 1t was abaolutely essential to nise the pay ot 
the village cn1et and •illage administrative co~ttee. The village 
chiet aal&l"J is currently set at between 1600 to 2500 piastres. The 
OVJ furniahea the 1600 piastrea Wbile the village chief has to make 
up the reat fJ'OI\ local contributiont. )formally Yillage eh1eta Mke 
extra •oney by collecting rente tor l'Ul4ownera. One village chiet 
in lien Boa. collected a "school tu" or ;o pte trom each family with 
k1d8 attending the village school, until Chau caught h1Jil. In contrast 
a single ARVN private gets 2100 piastres per month. Chau sugge~ts 
a base pay ot 3,000 p•a for village chiefs with the provincial 
govemaent being authori~ed to :Jupplement this income from pro'il'incial 
aoarees {but not the village ehieff from village resources). 

6. Chau said that the only effective asdstance he had received 
in the province during the past year ha4 come from Mr. Joftgenson 1s 
people. They had supported the PAT's and the . eensue-gnevanoo temns 
which were helping him to maintain the status quo in the province 
and prepare local opinion tor his tuture pacification effort. 

1. Finally, Chau said that although the security situation 1n 
Kien Hoa was as bad as when he first arrived in Kien Boa 1n 1962. he 
felt that he now had a solid base of political support in the 
province wh~ extended into Viet Cong controlled areas, that he now 
had a good, experienced s t aff and a program which had been tested. 
If he were given a free hand and two years he was sure he could 
pacify the province wit h the forces available to h1m. 
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SubJect; Coqveraatton with Lt. Col. Chau, ~!nee enter ot 
nen Jloe Prortnoe on ~u. 12 Septtmbet- 19'5 

Political 

1. Col. OlaV was en..-17 vt.lill aJl4 fl"ictll4ly. We talked 
o r 8 hova about \he 11t•t1on 1ft general and 'Mba.t he vaa ~rying 
to 4o 1n h11 pr.ortnoe. Tbia _.o 11111 px-e .. n · the bi8hl1ghtJ. · 
AI oqro , Col. Qbau 1IU the oal7 provtDc.e cbt.tt batk 1n the 
4qe ot t _ at,.teglo haalet p~l'$1l tiho ade aa bta pli.nc1ple 
obJe¢t1ft, vinnlq tta. •uppon ot the peopl tor tbe CloYeJ'DMI'lt, or 
aa he put 1t "Gtvlnst.be peQPle faith in their goye~." Be 
vu alwr• aol"'\1Pulou.l7 bonee\ tn reportint prog.reN to Saigon, 
aD4 M M4e 1apreaa1ve prognaa until he vu aent 1q» to J)anans aa 
JiaJor b7 Pfteieletlt D1• 1n Beptellbe;r 1963. 

2. a.n_ rU Cbau al4 that Vletnu _. nov ln a atat• or 
anar~ ape! that rever and tewJ' people were td.lltn8 to co.ait 
thelllNlVel. The onlJ per.on he truted a.ong the Oenel'llla waa 
aet~eral 'l'hieu, libo -.a an old personal friend but tt'bieu •• afraid 
ot tak1~ any action. The Vietnapaeae :were wondering, he, said, it 
the American purpoJe waa to use 1ta power Just to force the Viet 
Cong to talk so that the Americans oould v1th4raw.. Many Vietnamese 
teared that this was ao .a.n4 coul find little .._.,on tar continuing 
to cleatl"OJ th-e1F''ovn co1illtr"J. 'ftiis was particularlJ true ot religious 
leaders llho vere haTing their churches destroyed. \f1th•llt the air 
strikes on the VC in t - South we would be loaW the r militarily 
but with them we were losing it pol1t1call.7. Jleutral1at aentiJDent 
vat 1ncreao1n_g an4 1 t vas diftieult for him to reproach hie friends 
who -felt this wa,. 

;. Chau said the present Government waJ very inexperienced and 
the Generals were tul.l or complexes. Almost all the educated Vietnamese, 
for example the officersand school teachers 1n his province, believed 
that the Americans had installe4 this Govemment and ha4 put Ky in 
as a puppet they could control. otherwise, why !{)', vho was the most 
1nexperi need ot all the Generals. Be Mid he did not personally believe 
this but mo t educated Vietnamese did. The rs in his province 
were not interested 1n who was 1n the Central Qove;rnment or even 
ve17 interested in who was province chief; their life at ill centered 
around their village. 
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4. Chau -.tcS the Oovei'DIIlent ha4 •4• thrte aJor .s.•takei and 
he bellevecl that ther. wre ve .,_,.th1sera in the nen aa. Jao 1M 
elae'Mhen ( Chau 11 Blad4h1a~ ) Vho etl40tt1'&8e4 ~hie. 
Thete mistakes were: 

(a) A .NMt~e4 attaok on the ghott ot ~he can Uo Vht h obUsH. 
toP ~1•, Thieu to reUeve about 12 oe,ptble ottio~. 

(b) Tbe 41'$.tt whiCh was de•troytns OVlf civil government tn 
the provtnou. 

(c) 'the UV1t ~1 .-lie whloh vali Wftoldng the morale ot the 
1opular roreea and the rille.P an4 ,<f1atrict Q4Jte ''"otun. ._. an 
ex&IIP1•. an .U9I pnvate nov "ceh'ed liON MJ than a v1llap ch1et • 

. - 5. O..u telt ver1 atroneJ.r that the .-.rt•na •Wit b«lp the 
V1etnPeJJe reestablth a pro~r moral oliat.e 1n tM count17 and a 
court •1•t• wbieh d1epente4 Jutt1". a. aatct 1t he were asked. 
b7 Aab&Nador Lo4se tihat the Aae~1canl anou14 cto he wou14 t 11ftnt 
win the tl'\11~ an4 ocmt1deno. ot the Gener.la.. aeoon4 M1l up an intorml 
Joint atatt tor pac1t'Jln8 tht oountr~.and third "leot aoae eapert.ntal 
provtncee where the proYlnoe Qbieta would b.- given a o~letel7 tree 
hand, but worktng with hil .American &civ1eora 1n a ~oint coadtt ... " Jle 
n1d that above all, however, the Americana Jl\iat assume control ot the 
aitstion to reverse the curr&nt trfnd toward anarchy. No one was a 
stronger nat1onal1at than he, b\lt keeping the country free was more 
important than preaerving the teclmical1t1es ot •ovre1gnty. Too many 
VietlliJieae who ~t'U.fe4 to work openlr and sincel"ftl.J With the Americana 
did so becauee they had eome dtlhoneaty to hide. ( COJDID$ntt Cl.au is 
one ot the moat touchy Vietnamese t know on the question ot Vietnamese 
JOVre1gn~ . ) 

6. Chau telt that General Ky was severely handicapped by hi~ot 
post as a playboy. When asked how Ky ·could overcome this. he said 
atop talking so much an4 take effective aetiona. C.1a11 telt the more 
the Qovemment talked. the more the Vietnamese people though~ the 
worst ot it. They assumed that Government leaders talked to hide 
something. 
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