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From the Embassy in Vietnam to the Department of 

Saigon, March 2, 1966. 

For the President from Lodge. Herewith my weekly telegram: 
Senators. 

a CIA source, I learn that Prime Minister K y is writing to 
Kennedy disputing his thesis that the VietCong should 

the Government of Viet-Nam, and in effect asking him, "Why 
come out here and see the truth?" 
Tam Chau, Chairman of the Institute for the Propagation of 

Faith, said Senator Kennedy's proposal had renewed 
about U.S. objectives in Viet-Nam and would undermine 

morale. 
the February 25 issue of The Reporter magazine, Douglas Pike 
account of the true situation of the Viet Cong, which I recom­

you read as I believe it will interest and encourage you. It 
put into the Congressional Record. In this article, he makes this 

Cong theoreticians have traditionally held that there are three 
. (1) the Khoi Nghia, or general uprising; (2) the famed 

three-stage revolutionary guerrilla war; or (3) coalition gov-

so surprising to learn that the Viet Cong themselves regard 
of coalition government as one of the three principal routes 

we in USG have long realized that to put the VietCong 
Go·ver:nm.ent of Viet-Nam would disintegrate everything we 

so hard to accomplish here and would gravely endanger 
of our own troops. But Communist skill in selling this idea to 

and patriotic Senators is surprising. 
Senate debate on Viet-Nam drew heavy attention to Amen­

Viet-Nam press. Quyet Tien asked if Senators Fulbright and 
accept Communists' price for peace-a disgraceful 

,..,..,...,~.~~¥in Southeast Asia. Tien Tuyen wondered what Mr. 
do if, Viet-Nam having been abandoned, Communist 

turned to Thailand, the Philippines, India, and even the 
Tien Tuyen labeled Senator Kennedy's proposal for coali­

violation of principle of self-determination and 
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uncalled for interference in Viet-Nam's affairs. Tieng Van 
that "While many people think White House cannot ignore ... 
Fulbright, Wayne Morse, Robert Kennedy, best informed 
think that defeatist camp cannot shake determination of U.S. 
one citizen L. B. Johnson." 

B. Communist propaganda success. 

5: Persuading. U.S. Senators unwittingly to support V.C. victory 
mula IS on a par with Communist successes in convincing the 
munist public that: 

A double standard about aggression is all right that is-if 
attacked Egypt in 1956 it was dreadful, but for North Viet-Nam to 
mit aggression against South Vietnam is fine. 

Or that the words of the U.N. Charter calling for" uonr~"''"''" 
aggression" are somewhat disreputable. 

6. I suggest publicity be given to the statement which you 
Honolulu in which you mentioned the word "aggression" 
times in a row. You really put your finger on something very 
for this reason: 

7. In the propaganda war, we have been on the horns of a -~·~uLu• 
we stressed peace negotiations, we pleased certain elements in the 
but we aroused contempt in Asia and probably hardened the 
nist will to. fight. But if, on the other hand, we decided to "play it 
we would mcrease the chances of impressing the Asians with our 
ness and improve the chances of peace, but we appeared ut:J.ll\;\J:>t: 

indifferent to human suffering in the West. 

8. The way out is, I think, to stress the idea of aggression and 
ollary that we are fighting a limited war. The thought to get across 
"The North Vietnamese must get out of South Viet-Nam. Then 
will be over. They are the escalators; we are fighting a limited 

9. I realize that this has been said many times, but the 
repeat and so should we. Your stress on aggression at Honolulu, 
fore, hit the bull' s eye. 

C. "Revolutionary development". 

10. Porter is doing superbly in his new job, sharpening the 
U.S. approach to "revolutionary development". He is boldly and 
pulling all the strings together. I frankly admit that I had not 
giving him this added status would make such a tremendous 
My congratulations for having thought of it. 

11. Under your leadership, a corps of men and a body of 
procedures are developing here [that] will be available for use 
to overcome subversion and terrorism and carry out the true 
in freedom, which will be more potent than the Communist rpv·olUtnO~ 
we succeed here, we will have men and measures for usP in 11nCll"'"'·"" 
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,.~,,nnne::. anywhere in the world and the downward spiral of 
t€o•nu:nwros:m will have begun. The year that this blow at Commu­

in Viet-Nam may well be, in the history of Communism, on 
importance with 1917-the year of its birth. 

are watching the national priority areas in Quang Nam (no.1) 
Dinh (no.2) even more closely than usual because the GVN 

chiefs of both provinces this week We are uncertain as to the 
changes will have on the revolutionary development effort, 

generally in Binh Dinh feel that the departure of Col. 
Province Chief and Major Be, his chief deputy and the guid­

of provincial revolutionary development efforts, may have an 
""~;::"'u.~~· on the program there. But it is too early to tell. 

'"''""v-·--- visited Quang Nam and found General Thi much more 
in revolutionary development than in conniving against Prime 
Ky. 

General Thang, Minister of Revolutionary Development, spent. 
last week visiting provinces in the IV Corps area checking prog­

provincial plans. He plans to continue trips of this sort until 
every province. 

Prime Minister Ky has issued a decree making trainees at the 
Institute of Administration available for work in the Revolu­

Program for one and one half years of their total 
one half year training program. It is hoped that this arrange­
help meet needs for trained personnel. 

!:'C·onltac:ts with the VietCong increased in both number and in ten­
the enemy mounted one regimental attack and at least three 

one or two battalions. As a result of this harder fight­
casualties reached a new high for the war. 

prices in Saigon, including rice prices, increased slightly 
...~"'.,·"OJ index showed the general price level three percent below 

of a month ago. The free market price of dollars remained 
and the price of gold rose very slightly. Imports increased 

in the Saigon area but deliveries from the Delta remained low. 
of Economy plans to announce new economic program on 

from Hanoi. 

Hanoi reports indicate that, while the hold of the Communist 
is as ironclad as ever, the government is disappoirited by the 

the people to have an enthusiastic attitude towards the war. 
the "prospect of protracted conflict with no fnrPsPP"hl<> 

_, . -----::::::~ 
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and perplexity" . The pressure of pursuing an expanding war in Sout 
Viet-Nam, while defending the North, and maintaining economic prqg 
ress is apparently a problem. · 

19. For the first time, I note reports from Hanoi that all our rnilita 
activities plus our psychological activities have "created much difficui 
for the political struggle movement". There are reports of "confusio 
about the political struggle", the political movement not developin 
"apace with the arms struggle". 

20. This undoubtedly does not indicate big trouble, but it is the firs 
time that I have seen reports that they were having any political difficu 
ties at all. We are accustomed to military success and political failure. It· 
cheering to read that we are finally giving. them political troubles, how 
ever small in number. 

21. After talks with North Vietnamese political and military prison­
ers, General Thi (I Corps) was struck by the immunity they felt they haa 
They were "sure there would be no U.S. or GVN invasion". Therefore, h 
told Lansdale, "They could afford to send a great mass of their man 
power into South Viet-Nam rather than keeping them North forth 
defense of the homeland, and simply to inundate South Viet-Nam.' 
They were no longer even pretending to "liberate South Viet-Nam buf 
were quite nakedly setting out to put their own people in place." 

22. Question: Might it not be well to take some action which woul 
make Hanoi think we were planning an invasion? 


