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11 .. , .._~.~-
the Embassy in Vietnam to the Department of 

Saigon, July 27, 1966. 

President from Lodge. Herewith my weekly telegram: 
argument on your trip through Indiana was extreme­

tl"emarks about the Communists having bombed the 
much appreciated here.2 

analysis of the candidates running in the Saigon­
and I Corps (that is 43 of the 108 seats being contested) 

candidates, only 30 are active military. Another 34 are 
·largest category is businessmen, with 69 candidates. 

provincial and city councilors, and 13 farmers are run­
may be some government sponsored candidates who 

in the military and civil servant categories, there is no sign 
s entering a large number of its own hand-picked can-

1~<!>"-•!,n ..... Y. parties, VNQDD and Dai Viet, are strong in I 
slates tend to be built around prominentindividu­

is distinctly secondary. Except for Dr. Phan 
' i:Ul.lcu'''-"'' the National Democratic Bloc, no party or group 
"", .... ........ "~·area is supporting more than one list. 

control boards were scheduled to complete 
;o;uo~o.u~""'""' on July 22. Preliminary reports indicate that few 

In I Corps, two or three were apparently rejected 
;J;Ult~cnons with the "Struggle," which was a conspiracy to 

authority by violence-not a bona fide political 
or police records and incomplete documenta-

the control councils to eliminate some others. In the Sai­
no prom1nent politicians were struck from the lists; 

by Phan Khac Suu, Dang .Van Sung, and La Thanh 
approved. Suu and Sung had been stricken for technical 

to Ky about them . 

.i~•artmeJrlt of Sta te, Central Files, POL 27 VIETS. Secret; Priority; Nodis. 
the time of transmission; the telegram was received at 10:04 

the text to the President at 6.45 p .m. (M~morandum from Ros-
27; Johnson Library, National Security File, Memos to the Presi-

9) 

. s remarks on Vietnam in Jeffersonville, Indiana, on July 23, 
the Presrdents of the United States: Lyndon B. Johnson, 1966, Book II, pp. 
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. 4. There_ are reports ~hat the VietCong intend to make a major 
to mterfere With the election. Some candidates in Saigon have told 
t~eats. Authorities in I Corps have told us that they expect the us 
rus~s to try to repeat past tactics such as attacking polling places, 
~atmg voters, and stealing voter registration cards. Perhaps the 
mstance of Communist terror directed against the election was the 
16 attack on the VNQDD Party headquarters in Quang Tm Provin ce. 

5. Popular attention is not yet focused on the election. 
?eld representatives speak of ignorance and apathy, with the cost of 
mg and terrorism still the big worries. The government is trying to 
cize voter registration and is producing a "how-to-vote" film. 

B. Elections are an opportunity 
6. To try to hold elections in the middle of a war, in this 

oped country and with no real experience of democracy on a 
scale, is difficult, complicated, unprecedented and dangerous. We 
expect turbulence. Very few countries-developed or "1::.e--n.n1rt 

elections in war time. Neither the British nor the French did 
World War II. 
. ~- But in spite of these considerations, I believe that holding 

hons m Viet-Nam at about this time had to be tried. The heart of this 
after all, is political, and the elections, while a danger, are also an 
tuni~ for our side to look clean, to make it clear that cheating in 
Nam IS really on the way out. It is no exaggeration to say that if our 
looks clean, this can change the course of the war. 

8. This is because the Communists, while brutal, · 
ruthless, unscrupulous, crafty and cruel, appear puritanical by 
that corruption exists on our side only. One rarely hears of a ,.,,....-.. ~jj 
Communist-at least while he is with their organization, but their a 
donment of their own movement and its values when they defect or 
captured cast strong doubt on their supposed internal morality. 
theless they are widely believed to be incorruptible. 

· 9·. I h~ve put Lansdale onto the job of helping to bring about 
psych?logtcal victory. This is w):lat he did in the Philippines, 
an easier problem than this because of their island status. Another 
which should stand him in good stead is the excellent relationship 
he has developed with General Thang, whom K y has had the good 
to put in charge of the administration of the election laws. I hope that 
this will work together. 

10. I have suggested to Lansdale that he draft a brief statement 
g~dance for Thang to publish under his own name, listing the 
pomts: free speech for all candidates; travel in their districts, as far as 
w~r permits; no intimidation of candidates or of voters during the 
pa1gn and on election day; watchers at the polls; and count of the ballots 
m the presence of all the watchers. After Thang has issued this statement, 
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then put it out to all the Americans in Viet-Nam as guidelines for 
to follow in their relationship with the Vietnamese. 
. I have also asked Lansdale to interest himself in the growth of na-
parties. They expect there _w~ be about 700 candidates for ~bout 

Will there be any orgaruzahon that seeks to endorse candidates 
of the 100 odd districts? 

Course of the war 
Keyes Beech of the Chicago Daily News is the most senior and 

experienced daily newspaperman in Viet-Nam, and one who has 
times expressed his disgust at the journalism which is practiced 

He also has in the past criticized what he thought was the U.S. role 
'63 coup. He recently came in for backgrounding and, after we fin­
talking, volunteered the statement that obviously the situation in 
am is "much, much better." When I asked him what he meant by 

he said it was "much better than it was a year ago." Then after short 
he said it was "much better than it was when you and I first 
ifalking three years ago." Finally he said that it's the best it's ever 

13. He thinks roughly: that we are winning militarily, politically and 
'nc,miCall); and that once Hanoi is convinced we have learned how to 

subversion, terrorism and criminal violence generally, they 
stop-provided we continue to maintain momentum militarily, po­

!Uld economically. He does not anticipate ChiCom intervention 
l""'";cu.auv• into World War III, or a demand by the American public to 

the boys home. He does not think any publicized trips, such as 
of Ronning or Sainteny or Wilson or Gandhi will accomplish any­
but that there will be a secret understanding and a quiet fade-out. 

14. Beech has a house in Tokyo and travels all through the East. He 
a new tide is running which makes the old fashioned anti-Amen­

obsolete. People like Bhutto in Pakistan, who saw a career in try­
a junior Krishna Menon, are out of step with the times. In none of 

~"'-'JUlllUl·, ::::.bordering China is there a move toward Communism. Al­
the U.S. has been clumsy and made mistakes, there is no doubt 

our policies are beginning to bear fruit. 
15. Beech says that once a place has felt the touch of the American 

tu'"''v:.o•::l it is never the same again. The reason for the phenomenal 
in Korea is because during the American stay there, we trained 

young men in handling the modern machinery which spells devel­
of the country-that is bulldozers, trucks, airplanes, electrical 

nnr,,...,,,.,., of all kinds. This is one of the things we leave behind us, 
starts to grow after we have gone. He thinks that the progress in 

......... ,, .. "-ul today is so great and dynamic and is having such a magnetic 
on North Korea that it may eventually unify the North and the 
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16. Comment: In Viet-Nam, we are doing the same 
young men in handling modem equipment. This is one reason why 
decision to construct a big trade school in Saigon is valuable, and why 
insist our contractors do on-the-job training. It helps to train the 
namese to develop their own resources; it will be giving them an 
tional institution and training which they really want (as compared 
university educational facilities about which there is a great deal 
doubt in my mind), and it is enormously popular. 

D. Pacification 
17. I hate to say this, but I cannot see that any really big and 

cant headway is being made on pacification. I talked with a very 
able man last night who had just been in Long An, which is the 
immediately south of Saigon, and on which I used to concentrate in 
first year here and he said the situation there is just about what it 
three years ago.3 

18. The reason is easy to find. It is that GVN will not give 1-'«'l..llJ.Ldl:lr 

the proper priority. I get reports which I am investigating that 
not fitted to handle it-or else does not want to, or both. I am told 
present kind of war has become a way of life with ARVN and that 
American logistic support is making it even more so. Apparently 
won't want to chance anything. . 

19. We are surely better organized on the American side than · 
before and the Vietnamese have an organization headed by 
Thang which is potentially better than they have ever had before. 
General Thang is not being given the tools to do the job, particularly 
the form of military means to protect the process of pacification. · 
thing should be geared to that. 

20. What distresses me about this is that I believe our "u'-L"''"""''";' 
military and other fields make this a particularly good time for a 

· effective body blow at the village guerrilla, and at terrorism, and 
sion and criminal violence generally. Such a body blow would, I 
very seriously diminish all recruiting into the VietCong, which 
overwhelmingly on terror. If you can stop recruits from going 
VietCong, you are crippling it just as surely as if you defeat it in 

21. Also I believe that Hanoi will regard their proficiency at 
ism as their ace in the hole--their way to start all over again, even 
they are defeated militarily, politically and economically. 

3 In a July 27 letter to Porter, Komer stated that "the civil side is a mess. Compared 
our military operations, it's still farcical. There are many reasons, few of them your fault 
mine. But we inherited this mess, indeed we were both appointed because it was 
mess; and from here on we're tagged with straightening it out. The President 
suits." (Johnson Library, National Security File, Komer Files, Porter/Komer 
Letters) 
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. Casualties, military and civilian 

:American military casualties this week were 108 killed and 478 
Seven were listed as captured or missing. The Communists 

killed and 120 captured as compared with the previous week's 
of1,200 killed and 116 captured. 
23. In a typical attack on civilians, the VietCong raided a refugee re-

..... ,ll"'·" village near Quang Tin Province headquarters. They killed 
refugees, wounded eleven, and left 145 homeless when they 

11 buildings. The total number of civilians killed this week by the 
was 33, including one hamlet chief; 66 others were wounded. 

Economic 
24. This week, for the first time since devaluation, the USAID retail 
ilidex was down two percent-probably due mostly to an increase 

price of live hogs in Saigon. It is hoped thatthis will increase 
~ ... ~~liac by encouraging growers to send more hogs to market. The 

pork in Saigon fell ten percent or more following the announce­
the official increase. Imported commodity prices also dropped in 

instances, breaking rises which had been continuous since before 
· Our rice sales seem to be helping hold the line in that re­
We are endeavoring to produce a rational rice policy for GVN ac-

ev.tan<:e and I will have more to report on this. 

25. Port improvement surveys for DaN ang, BaN goi and Nha Trang 
been completed and designs are in the final stages. A contract 

the Navy and designers of port construction (World Wide 
~Ulll1>UJL<ru.u"' was signed last week. 

26. USAID cargo continued to move out of the port at an ever-in­
rate and, I am assured by General Breakfield ofUSAID, that this 

•~"··"~ ... .- definite improvement over the past three weeks. General 
Dang Lan, new port director, has formed a series of sub-commit­

to study port problems and recommend solutions by July 27. The 4th 
Corps (which is taking over supervision and control of 

port of Saigon) and GVN customs officials have been meeting to 
out ground rules of customs administration by the GVN within 

under ARVN and U.S. military control. 

G. Psychological progress 

27. From July 16 to July 22, 322 returnees entered Chieu Hoi centers. 
is an increase over the 256 reported last week, but still below the 339 

came in during the week of July 2. The total number of returnees 
year now stands at 10,754. For the same period last year, January 

••4~,, .... .,1 July, the total was 4,686. The totalfor all of 1965 was 11,124. If the 
rate continues, the number of returnees this year may equal in 

months the total for all of 1965. Daily average this year is 52.9 as 
~· ~"""'~·~-,.-'! with 30.4 for 1965. 

I' 
I 

I 
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28. The successful youth project in Saigon's District VIII is now 
ing extended to District Vl. As in the first project, selected youth 
will take over the government of the district as well as the . 
a comprehensive program of civil improvements. Other youth acti 
include 73 work camps set up in July, with participation by 5,000 
dents. 

H. U.S. Congressional candidates 
29. Two candidates for Congress were here last week, one 

can and one Democrat-Robert Taft of Cincinnati, Ohio, and Clive 
Val of McLean, Virginia. Very confidentially, both appeared well 
pressed by our effort here and thought that they had learned 
which they had not known before. Mr. Taft left a note of thanks, 

30. "Your staff has been extraordinarily helpful in every way as 
the establishment at JUSPAO: This has enabled me to get maximum 
erage in the shortest period of time. The experience has been an-~-...... , ... 
and interesting one. The extent and necessity of the effort here is not 
ficiently understood and my own views have been fortified so that 
can be better expressed. If I can be of service in any way that can help 
picture here, please call on me." 


