
PERSON L MEMORANDUM -- -----· - .... ~-
23 February 1966 

TO: Bill Connell 

FROM: Rufus PhUllps 

SUBJECT: Some thoughts on Speaking to the American People 
About Vietnam 

l. While you and the Vice President have been away, I've been following 
the ytetnam debate hare avidly. Without being presumpUous, I would like 
to offer some thoughU about what rntght be said ~bout Vtetnam at this point 

2. It seems to me that in talking about Vietnam. you have two main target 
groups: The intellectuals -nd the American people at large . I don't believe that 
the Administration wUl be able to- ,hold the American people for very lono un­
less a substantial part of the intellectuals can be won over to Administration 
poHcy. 

3. To win the intelle\.~uals, (in this group I include students and religious 
leaders) , as well as the general public, the meaning of the Hooolulu Declar­
ation should be made clearer; that it establishes a common political base 
and moral purpose with the Vietnamese for the war. Attached i s a newsclip­
pinq of a recent sermon by Dr. Howlett which is encouraging because it pick E. 

up this assent al point. 

4. It seems to me that we must stop eqt:ivocating about neg-otiations with 
the Viet Cong (Nbtional Liberation Front). In the first place. it i s a der()(Ja­
tion - e f. Vietnamese sovretgnty and makes our whole purpo...,e there ring 
hollow . Secondly, there a re very cogent h istorical ,moral and practiC'· 1 
grounds against 1t which ought to be conclusively set forth . So long as we 
keep the door open for negotiations w1th the Viet Cong, we are weakening 
our own moral position. And we are s o weakening the Vietnamese Govern­
ment that they will not be able to carry out a political program which will win 
the Vietna mes e people away from the Viet Conq and which will give the A.'ner­
ican people heart to 6Ustain our commitment . The Vietname se people are our 
constituents in this struggle as well as our fellow A.'llericans. Specific ex­
amples and quote s from Vietn mese and other Asians during the Vice Presi­
den ' ... trip could be most effective ln conveying how they see our commitment. 



; 

5 • I hope u t th~ Vice Pres tdent w111 not feel obliged to play ob .luneri­
c n fear& of the Chtneae. A diehncUon shOQld be drawn between th 
Chinese Communist regime, which is e'f.,pans1oni . t bQcau.so tt 1a Commu­
nist nd has to ;prove the 1nevitobUity of Corn.mun.lam 1n As1a ot euffer in­
ternal collapse, and the Cblnee.a peelple who do not whih to rule _ sia. lt 
is wrono and will be counter-pr«!uctlve U our struggle ln Vietnom U; re• 
duoed to slmpllstic terms of combatting the "yellow perU" • 

6. I bellwe that th re ls a vel1<1 peroJ.lel between the e<>ntalnmeot of Com­
un,an1.sm now in Asi , -nd . the ~ontainment of O:rmmunisrn !Jl Europe. fter· 'World 
Wer u. The dtff~ence i~t, of · ourae, U~t n 1• much more difficult in South­
ea _t Asia t>ecau$e of tbe tnte:trlllll poUtte4l weokne•s • of the ~ountrie" there. 
There w · re pol1t4co1 os well as economlo weakneai in P·ostwar Europe nd 
some reaearch into the debate on the Mars~ll Plan and the 8$rlin Airlift 
might turn up quotable. $tate .• ents in t<llday's context. 

7 • Above all, whatever 1s $4\id, 4 responsive chord must be struck in the 
h~ of l1 .Americans to help us maka comll)Qn eauee with t ,he V1etnameae 
people and to lift th• deba·te out of th$ baDJllties of m1Utary tactics, such 
as do we need 300, oro I 600, 000 OT a mUlL on men. Th point which unfor­
tunately escapes too many peopl , is that the number of Americans required 
and the number of casu ltle$ we will suffer are invers ly proportional to the 
stre~th and perserverance of our oral commttment to the principles in 
which both the Vtetname$e and the American people believe. 

8. Finally I I hope the Vice President wUl b able to line out for the meri­
can people what kind of war tht is and how you expectit.togo. That the 
Vietnamese people, like ourselv s during our revolution, must find tha ex-
pres ton of their common cause. That they know what tt is and work1J¥J 
toward it. That as they flnd it, through a combination of political attr: .ction 
and force, the Vie - Cong movement wUl dissipate. That no Ume-taole can be 
set because thi iu not a matter of logistics, or of numbers of troop$, but of 
the hearts and minds of men. And that we must be w1l11~ to perservere in our 
commitment to th ir freedom , because it is indivisable from our own, and be­
cau e 1t is from this commit ent that the Vietnamese draw the added trength 
necesssary to continue the struggle, more than from our physical pre nee. 


