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The aubject of thia letter 1a tbe Eutera COIUitructioa Compaay 
(ECCOI) aad their coatracta Ia Vietnam. I have beea adviHd by tbe 
Preeidellt ol ECCOI. C0111:ressmaa Frlaeo F. Saa Juan that AID /Vietnam 
18 attemptiag to ci1Joec:tl7 hire tbeir peraoaael aaa pereoa•lJ¥ adrialag 
each of their teebald•• 1a wrltiac tbat the preeeat ECCOI co.tracta 
wUl be termiaated oa I May 1861. (See au&ehed copy of aa AID /VN 
letter to aa ECCOI tec.baiclaD). AID /Vietllanl says thla ia beiag doae 
on direct orders from Wuhington. 

Reiardless of whose iaitiative this reprenats aDd regardless of 
whether U caa be argued tnat paet practice is not lD CODforn1lty with 
stNktard AID procedures, tbla actioa ia aa error which could have 
serious coaaequeacea. l!;aaten Coaatructioa Compan,y 18 not a '' hlring 
hall" and never bas beeD. It is the auceesaor aad heir of the Fre4dom 
Compan.y of the Phillpptnes. origbaally sponsored by the late President 
Y~aay&8¥. for the specific purpoae of aasiat.iag other Aaiall countries 
to ciefead their freedom. This remaiDa the spirit aad purpose of ECCOI 
despite the taet tnat it i&ad to go oa a commercial baa is after Magsa.ysay' s 
death. 

Most of the people provided by ECCOI are those with experience 
under M.agsaysay in the light agaiDst the Huks and who still believe in 
the high purpose and ideals of the Magsays.ay days. This means that 
they are n;uch more effective than the average Filipino~ but th.a.t a large 
part of their effectiveness co1.nes frorr the fact that they are part of a 
Filipino team and not ''hi:ced hands'' vf the Americans. I cannot nver­
eupbasize the importance A this distinction. 
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It the ECCOI peraoamel are placed oa direct coatract. AID will 
lose ibe be8t oaea who wW not desert ECCOL The efficiency of the 
remalader will drop radically u their morale deterloratea, and AID 
will begin to bave peraoaael problema .• AID will thea have to go to 
the PbUipptaea to recruit replacem.eata; replacemeata who In turn 
wUl not be qualif1ed 81ld hence wW aot be unful to, aad therefore 
aot reapected by. the VletaameH. Ill my oplaioa, tM wbole process 
will. ill leaa than a 7ear'a time. coat more tb8a the maiateDanee of 
the exi.ting ECCOI contra eta. while produetag much lea a. 

Another factor worth meatiODing is tbat coaeurrelltq with the 
· propoaal that ECCOI' a contract be cancelled. Chtneae tecblliclana 
are beiag added uader a etmilar type of contract. albeit involvillg the 
Chilleae Govemmeat. The FillpfDoa will. with ,juatificatton. feel that 
they are beiDa diecrtmillated apiaat. 

CongreaarruaA San JuaD hu a deep frlendahip for Amerie&~U~: 
but be ia alao a leadiag Naeionaliata (Preaideat Marcos' party) with 
a coutderable political following in the PhUipplan. He c•,.ot help 
but reaeat the WIQ' tbla thl.lle is betag handled. I would not like to 
see this have polltical repercuaat.ona in the PhUtppiaea after so much 
effort bas gone into getting Pb1Uppine participation in Vietllam. 

I will be away this week in London but will return at the end of 
the week. I hope that you will be able to reverse this most unfortunate 
decision if it did, in fact. originate in Washtaaton. We need FUipino 
friends who believe as we do and will put their heart into the good fight. 

Sincerely. 
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