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• At theU' fil"st talk · gether, aid[ J Tri ~ad started out 
:with • ~siv attack on Thieu and onr . . . ")or representing 
TbieU., Trl scoffed that Tbieu was \rytng to buy time, the 
next five dqa, that he could tet the Aa&efllbq to validate hia 
election as Pre ent. despite the known fact that the .election had 
been riged.:[ · Jaaid that he had repUed that he wu talking as 
a nat1cmaliat of good wUl, a man with "famflfal" relattona with Thieu 

[ tsaid that by this he meant bia Dal Viet rela.tiona with Tbieu 
· and KCew md with Jmowa friendltne•s towarda the Buddbists.: As 

for the "five da7a, " 1t wu far more important to conaider the time 
ap~ of the next four 7'!&r8, when the aew President eould get the 
nation on a true courae towardiJ the future.; Tr1 Quang ftna11y admitted 
that he had four years of work ahead for himself, also, 1n an1tytDa 
the BuddlJ!ata and tn caJntng a poaiUOil where he could help Viet Nam 
atroaa17·; 

r ]said that he .Uempt~d to get Tri Quaua to elEpreas wU.linpeas 

/: 

separate reliptus problema b-om polltical problema, blU that Trt . · 
;) Quane kept 1DtroduciDI pOlitical factor•.· Becawae of thia,r-- ""1 (t3) (b) 

(~)lb said that he had later advlaed Tbieu to make plaiD the diaitncuorr' .5~ 
, ~ between a reJi#ous matter which is up to the Buddhiats themselves 

IV" to resolve and poUtical matters which a,re up to the people to decide 

" J. ~=:;,~ :;;. ~ proce~a. I commented that I believed 

[ - ]then noted a faetor that further complicated the present situation 
-- the relationahip betWeen Tbieu and Ky over the Buddhist problem. 
Those close to Tbieu bad been told b7 one of .Ky1s friends, Dr.: Pham 
huu Cbuong. a member of ~ NaUonal Leaderahip Committee and thus 
presumab17 tn a po8itton to know, that the Americana had been behind 
Decree 23 wbich gave the Buddhist Charter to the Tam Chau faction., 
Chuang had told them that either Ambassador Bunker personally, or ' 
an American who directly represented Ambassador Bunker, bad 
brouaht Decree 23 to Thieu and had asked him to sign it as Chief of 
State. Decree 23 was seen aa favoring Ky1s a1ma at the time-, to 
weaken Tbieu1s position. I commented bluntly that this sounded like 
the-wildest sort of story, was completely out of keeping with both u.s. 
policy and the character of the American Ambassador. I added flatly 
that I didn1t believe the story, couldntt possibly believe tt. [ · J (~)(h) 
wondered aloud why a man of the calibre of Dr. Chuong would have 5+a: 
told it,. then. I replied that,. since was aeetng Tbieu later in 
the day, he should ask Thieu d.irec ; I was sure that Thieu would 
laugh at it as being prepostero 
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. [ Jcolrtinued that he so had described Tam Chau 1s offer to 
give up, the Charter and t with the An Quang group. when Chau 
met with Tri Qu.anc.~ Tam au had placed his band over his left 

·breast and had said that he w ~rlna this from his soul.; It Tam 
Cbau bas the valor to meet With wh7 don't JOU (Tr.l Qu&DJ) have 
the nlor to meet with b1m? Tri ~bltte1'17 that he had 
DO dealre to talk with a "betra.yer.1'[' · polated out that it 
was Trl Quang who waa taldDg the - problem putst~ rellpous 
drde• and intO the political arena. b7 demaadtns that the Tld.eu 
Govel'll!lleJlt settle thla irlte-raal Jll8t'tft- of the reU,aton.~ Tri Quang 
then bl•med the Amertcau tor tlda• meJJUoafna that AmbQAdor 
Lodp bad asllipeclloba NeJrOPODte to watch him up clotte tor 14 
houra after Tri Quang left hie U7lurn tn the American BmbUq ln 
~Ill; IID.ce theD. ~ Tr1 Quae.- the Am~• bave bee 
keepf:Dc 1I1m mtder eeeret ~ u4 do1af all poUibl.e to 
delltr07 bim.1 F~_ ~e• Wepaponte ta DOW hehln4 Tam Chau.1 
(I nplatned . __ _ ]that th1ll was a cruy twtat to the frlendl7 acttoa 
of a Ameriea etq close to Tri Qaanc the ft.rat day be left 

E$ba11117. ta whl:ch be h.a4 llowa &l\ leu of h1a life. ldmp}T to be 
, ( ~ _ mre that lie ca=e to aa IHirmet[ ]commeat9d tM.t he .bada't tnowa 
s~ euouch of the detat1a to repq &decluatll17 to Tri Qwmg --. and had 'beea 

eomewhat takeD abadt b7 the vlGlent tone of Trl Quane's attaek on J 
'tAmerteau.'l") CfJ)( t 

. --r· ·r----···· -.-,..- -, __ . . -f;:tD; '•'•. . .. ;,..· -~::::::-:~:::~~~13'""'''' edcl '·· -. 

the lilternal orgaulQtioil ot the Vlen HDa Daoej It th · 
annuls the ~· · and Tam Cba\1. meeta wlth Tri ·[ ]beueves 
.u-oagq tMt Tr1 QuaD~ wm come out em top.1 [ l eatd that Tem Chau 
as~ doea act have Aftlcim 8\JPpOrt wt.thtn ~ d:rcle• to wtn 
out over Trl Qwmc. 4esp1te the fact that a DUmber of An Quaug leaders, 
parUClJlarq the Southern bonze .. · ax-e e1Jential17 moderates and have 
become relltive under Trl Quang's adaiDiltl't milltancy.i I commented 
that[ jwaa aayiDg. tn effect. that Trf. Quang wu tn a position of 
'b I Win. taUs ~ lose• " or -a sure winner regardless of what 

could . · ]admitted that thia was about right and asked 
~·nLJL.LOR>:rtcans would do to help. since Trl Quang wae going to 

r/J) (L.) rldng hard to get the Americans out of VietNam.: I replied that. 
/~ U the Buddhist problem was too much of an internal relig1ous problem 
7'- for the GVN. then it was even ~e 50 for the U.B.~ Government., 

It seemed to me that it was time that the Vietnamese really made up 
their minds whether or not they wanted U.S. help for their freedom.; 
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We Americans are ready enough to eo ~tne. with the American 
pUblic/wondering if the Vietnamese people deaire freedom enough. 
for ali the expenditure of the lives of young Americaus here~~ 

I ~Ugeste4 that we migbt talk briefly on the other top!c[~ Jb 
meJ1ttonect. the collaboratl.on of Vietnamese aad Americans. sin 
we bad aperat d.aae to two ~- on the Buddbi~ -- and[ }Q!d ~ . _,that he had to break·~ to aee Tbi::r ~:e~( ( 6 J 
to th18•1 J said tbat I had a eouple of per . tdeae~ould ~ 
deecrlhe brtef17. and thea we mtpt talk Pout tbe t4eaa further the 
·Dext time we met.~ l noted that Bl' bad heeD wise eao'llh to have a 
per..nal etaff. eloae to him. wb1cb alao eoul4 dtJic:Uaa problems · 
~ w1t1l a Jumdful of American&.'! Thleu doem't have thle.1 
A1.tboqh AmlMiaeadol- BuDker ad Pa-ellidem-elect Tbieu JSe• MOb 
other wtt1l ~frequency.· &Uppy develapmeDt t11at am cmq 
lead to more uader8tluldiq ud a. meantJ toW1U'da eoutrucUve actions 
ill helptag Vtet Nam. · the atafts of eaeb of these mea could be worJdDa 
topt1aer !DOH to make the meet!Dp of the 1eadera evea mere 
productive.! I 8Ufte&ted that Thleu m1pt Jive ~ tbouPt to 
~ one or two ••.Satanta for thla pul"pp8. men whom he could 
n-ust. who would have read7 aceesa to Thi~ wl1o couid both tb1Dk 
fen- tb•meelTea and apeak plat~ to Thleu when DeCeBM17• and Who 
could work with Americans., On the U.S.i fide. Ambusador Bunker 

· ~ -~4:lltfttw~.r·t'f;juilbW'4tllat,'he~weJ.eet-:ae or two · -· 
kDowtecSceable and dedicated people. p~ from tiM Political 
~"1 I added that I would be h8ppy to help pt IIUCh a frultful 
liaison started. if the two prtnclpals agreed to thia proponl.• 

r ]replied that thil &buck him as a very aound idea.; He then 
asked. me abarplf if the Americana would luist em bavt.DI one of 
~··staff included in such an arn.nsement•1 I said that this might 
prove useful..· but that I had stresaed that Thieu should pick staff 
members be talked to readily, and truated.t The u.~.., truly wanted 

' 

Thieu and Kl" to work together as a te~ and I hoped that the staff• 
could help bring them closer tol{ether.; G--~nodded yes. he understood.· 

-I then said that I had a personal. unofficial geation -- since we 
were talldni as friends -- on Vietnamese and riean collaboration 

·for '1coiUJtruct1on" in VietNam.·: I nGted that principle of the 
JCRR tn Taiwan was well worth considering, ce it provided a w~ 
for dedicated technicians coming from the peopl of two countries to 
work together •. It had been most successful in T wan. where there 
were three Chinese and two America.ns on the Co asian. with the 
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:-~ Cbfneae St.rvtng as Cbaf.rman., The Chiefs of State of each country 
hact seljtcted the Commissioners.: Although the problems of wartime 
Viet N'-m are Conatderab17 different than thoae of Taiwan. the 
prludple involved might well have application 1n Vl~t Nam. s1nce 
we can l>eneftt b)r UQ" arraDgement that will help Vt~mese and ) ( ~) 
Americana work cloaeq tocether u trusted comradea.i [ --:] C 8 ~ 
commeated tb&t he dealred to talk about this at preater length very S 
80GJI.i 

ce>(")s~ 

Aa lle was leavtDa. [ c that Trt Quang was attempt111a to take 
.t.cttcal advantqe if a,· ons or m1RnderlltancJtnca between the 
American-. Tbteu. and K7 11Dd that tbeae three muat approadl 
problema joJDtq.i I rep11ed that t felt that a VerT fOOd 8tari had laeen 
made a4 that we .U uedec:l ~ pve our best efforts to keep worldDg 
to~ aa411DCleatu.diq ou auother -- eot ODJ7 due to the oppoeitloa 
of per801la 8QCb u Tri Qaaac. lNt for the deld.red future eee<1 of 
Vlet Ham.'! [ . Jqreed ferveutly.l ) 

LbX">~ . . (g)l" 
(Comment: I rematD aamewhat. eautioua about. the role o(~;; ....Be---1"~ 
aoaaded deepq elnceN and I kDo1r that he tmJo711 the cleee 7 
of TJdeu1• brother. xteu.: Yet. Tbieu did DOt meuttcm[ ·. · •i 
Further, I wcmder abOut the~etteaa Of U8fDg a Northern Dai Viet 
u an 1Dtermedlar7 With Trl Quang and the Centrist ad Southern faettons 

;;,,, .. ,;~.~;~.;c:.-~··~:~:;·~·,~4-QQJ118,:f~~." .. .,.•:.· -· ... ,·., - '.·. ,. 

cc: Ambaasador IAcke (per8011alq) 
General Westmoreland (personallf) 
Ambassador Xo~r (personally) 
Mr. Calhoun/Mr.·i Reclmagel (personally) 
Mr.: Hart/Mr.• Lapham (personally) 
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