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?‘Hcp,)(b\ [ | ed at my house the evening of September 80, 19 E;
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R for the following day.i|
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.Sk that, with Nguyen van Kisu out of the country, P"'“w'
. —__ Jto have Hatwen with me for !
thmmmmmmng .
that he hadn't known this, but was seeing Thieu the M"‘ shite
Gctaber 1.4ud had promised him o take up twe matters with me;
mmpmmmdmsummmmmﬂw
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- mmpuvma !zgy, it was ohvigus

‘ one snother and, I believe, are sincerely
7t is reasonsble that Tideu would have ssked

| [5)/0 St

Jad saked him to establish a
ng ad others {n the An
made & number of contacts with
eu prlor to the Beptember 8 elections, which Kieu -
had mentioned to me ance.)| |sald that he had had two private
talks with Tri Quang, just before the Buddhist demonstrgtion in front
of the Palace; he has not seen Tri Quang again, sinee Tri Quang is
now camped publicly {n the park in front of the Palace gates and
there is no chance for a private talk.:
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¥ At their first talk together, saidf j Tri K‘@ad started out

Thiet., Tri scoffed that Thieu was to buy time, the
next five days, that he could get the Agsembly to validate his
election as President, despite the known fact that the .election had
been rigged,[ = Jsaid that he had replied that he was talking as
a nationalist of good will, a man with "familial"” relations with Thieu
[ seid that by this he meant his Dai Viet relations with Thieu
- and Kfeu) and with known friendliness towards the Buddhiasts.: As
for the "five days, '' it was far more important to congider the time
span of the next four years, when the new President could get the
nation on a true course towards the future.: Tri Quang finally admitted
thet he had four years of work shesd for himeself, also, in unifying
the Buddhists and in gaining a position where he could help Viet Nam

‘tm‘lyoi

]_’ said that he sttempted to get Tri Quang to express willingness
separate religious problems from political problems, but that Tri
Quang kept introducing politicsl factors.: Because of thin.l T
said that he had later advised Thieu to make plain the di
between & religious matter which is up to the Buddhiats themselves
to resolve and political matters which are up to the people to decide
under the new Congtitutionsl process.. I commented that I believed
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1: - _i._]then noted a faetor that further complicated the present situation
-- the relationship between Thieu and Ky over the Buddhist problem.
Those cloge to Thieu had been told by one of Ky's friends, Dr,: Pham
huu Chuong, & member of the National Leadership Committee and thus
presumsbly {n a position to know, that the Americans had been behind
Decree 23 which gave the Buddhist Charter to the Tam Chau faction.:
Chuong had told them that either Ambassador Bunker personally, or 4
an American who directly represented Ambasgador Bunker, had
brought Decree 23 to Thieu and had asked him to sign it as Chief of
State,- Decree 23 was secen as favoring Ky's aims at the time, to
weaken Thieu's position. I commented bluntly that this sounded like
the -wildest sort of story, was completely out of keeping with both U. 5.
policy and the character of the American Ambassador, I added flatly
that I didn't believe the story, couldn't possibly believe fit. L, ‘ j (&)(e)
wondered aloud why a man of the calibre of Dr, Chuong would have SHate
told it, then. I replied that, since was geeing Thieu later in
the day, he should ask Thieu directly; I was sure that Thieu would
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“Jeositinued that healso had described Tam Chau's offer to :
with the An Quang group, when Chau !
met with Tri Quang.; Tam Chsu had placed his hand over his left ‘ i
" breast and had said that he w ering this from his soul.; If Tam
Chau has the valor to meet with why don't you (Trdi Quang) have
the valor to meet with him? Tri bitterly that he had
‘ no desire to talk with & "betrayer.'] pointed out that it
was Tri Quang who was taking the problem outside religious
: circles and into the political arena, by demanding that the Thieu
Government settle this internal matter of the religion,: Tri Quang
_then blamed the Americans for this, mentioning that Ambassador
Lodge had assigned Jolm Negroponte t0 watch him up closge for 24
hours after Tri Quang left ks asylum in the American Embassy in
1083; since then, continued Tri Quang, the Americans have been
keeptnghimunderlecmaurveﬂhﬁeeanddmmpou’ﬂﬂeto
destroy him.; For ¢ ¢, Negroponte is now behind Tam Chau.:
(lezphined this was a crazy twist to the friendly action
mmmmmwmmwﬂntdwheha
N, Embasey, to which he had flown {n fear of his ltfe, simply to be
' jecommented that he hadn't known
/W mghotthedetlﬂswmlyadequmbtomm--mdwbun
»mwmmwukwmeuammefmmsmekm
"Americans.i") (¢
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tmulstheDecree.»andTmGhmmetswﬁhTrlf eves
ltronglytha_thmngwm;':omeoutonwp.i[— said that Tam Chau
simply does not have sufficient support within Bu : circles to win
out over Tri Quang, despite the fact that a number of An Quang leaders,
particularly the Bouthern bonzes, &re essentially moderates and have ’
become restive under Tri Quang's adamant mflitancy.; I cammented
that|  [was saying, in effect, that Tri Quang was in a position of
"heads I win, tails you lose, ' or a sure winner regardless of what

eu could " |admitted that this was about right and asked
what ricans would do to help, since Tri Quang was going to
rg) (&) rking hard to get the Americans out of Viet Nam.: I replied that,
M if the Buddhist problem was t00 much of an internal religlousa problem
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for the GVN, then it was even more so for the U, 8.: Government,:
It seemed to me that it was time that the Vietnamese really made up
their minds whether or not they wanted U,8. help for their freedom.:
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’ We Ameﬂcana are ready enough to go hime, with the American

public/wondering if the Vietnamese people desire freedom enough,
for all the expenditure of the lives of young Americans here.;

I suggested that we might talk briefly on the other topfef ™
mentioned, the collaboration of Vietnamese and Americans, sin
wehadcpentcleaetommaonthemddhists --and-
aay that he had to break away to “Omeuoi!‘ (
to this,; I said that I had a couple of per i.deas
describe briefly, and then we might talk about the {deas further the
-next tHme we met,! | noted that Ky had been wise enough to have a
personal staff, close to him, which algo could discuss problems
informally with a handful of Americans,! Thieu doesn’t have this,:
Although Ambassador Bunker and President~elect Thieu gee each
other with {ncreasing frequency, s happy development thet can only
lead to more understanding and a means towards constructive actions
in helping Viet Nam, the ataffs of each of these men could be working
together more to make the meetings of the leaders even more
productive,i I suggested that Thicu might give serious thought to

: one or two assistants for this purpose, men whom he could
trust, who would have ready access to Thieu, who could both think
for themselves and speak pleinly to Thieu when necessary, and who
could work with Americans,; On the U.8.; side, Ambasgador Bunker

(6}

| ol 86 the Barae § T fraagtniid Wiat he would welect one or two

knowledgenble and dedicated people, probably from the Political
Section,; I added that I would be happy to help get such a fruitful
liaison started, if the two principals agreed to this proposal.:

f jrepliedthat thig struck him as a very sound idea.; He then
asked me sharply {f the Americans would ingist on having one of
Ky's staff included in such an arrangement.i I said that this might
prove useful, but that I had stressed that Thieu ghould pick staff
members he talked to readily, and trusted.; The U,S. truly wanted
Thieu and Ky to work together as a te and | hoped that the staffs
could help bring them closer together:lr: jnodded yes, he understood..

gestion -~ “since we

I then gaid that I had a personal, unofficial
rican collaboration

were talking as friends -~ on Vietnamese end
" for "construction' in Viet Nam.: I noted that the principle of the
JCRR {n Tailwan was well worth considering, ce it provided a way
for dedicated technicians coming from the peoplé\ of two countries to
work together, It had been most successful in Taiwan, where there
were three Chinese and two Americans on the Co
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Y Chinese serving us Chairman.; The Chiefs of State of each country
had gelected the Commissioners, Although the problems of wartime !
Viet Nam are considerably different than those of Tatwean, the R
prineiple involved might well have application in Viet Nam, since
we can benefit by any srrangement that will belp Vietngmesge and ((,)
Americans work closely together as trusted comrades.:[ | (P B
eommented that he degired to talk ahout this at greater length very

As he was leaving,[  _|said that Tri Quang was attempting to take
tactical advantage of any onsg or mimmderstandings between the
Americans, Thieu, and Ky and that these three must spprosach
problems jeintly.: I replied that I felt that a very good start had been
made and that we all needed to give our best efforts to keep working
together and undergtanding oane another -- not enly due to the cpposition
of persons guch as Tri Quang, but for the desired future good of
Viet Nem.:[  Jegreed fervently.. )
(BX) A= | @
(Comment: Iremdnmmewhﬁemﬁousabomthemleo{ _Be/+;,ﬁ
sounded deeply sincere and I know that he enjoys the close f 5
of Thieu's brother, Kieu.: Yet, Thieu did not mention] |
Further, Imderlbomtheiffectivenessofuingaliortham Dai Vtet
umintermediaryﬂthm%angandthecm snd Southeyrn factions
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cc: Ambassador Locke (personally) o g
General Westmoreland (personally) o
Ambagsador Komer (personally) -
Mr. Calhoun/My.i Recknagel (personally)
Mr.. Hart/Mr.: Lapham (personally)
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