
27 Pilar St, San Juan 
Rizal, Philippines 

Dear Rufe: 

Just a quicky to say howdy and enclose the ~nclosures, which 

1 thought might possibly be of interest, although do not ~xpect anything 

except a polite note of acknowledgement, probably, to come of it. Al 

Ravenhnlt, whom I believe you know, persuaded me that it would be worth 

trying and is, & hope, carrying this back to the ~tates for mailing. He, 

of course, will be working fnr HHII in addition to his academic duties; 

•ut is honestly, l believe, more concerned with a sound policy in Vn than 

with who wins the election. I assume that yon too, are busy for !ITTH. 

~an't say as I care for him myself, believe wnuld prefer LRJ, but cert-

ainly he seems a better choice than either of his opponent~ in the conven-

tion. 

Enclosed article was one of the most difficult I ever did, and, l 

think, the blandest and least useful -- but it seemed impo~sihle to say 

what ~ wnnted to and keep it what others might consider reasonable - and 

in 3 or ~ pageso One page and half draft, which Dorothy pronounced 

unreadable should have been four chapters in a book damning the Democrats 

from Roosevelts sabotage of Saiteny et al down to date. Ah well, the 

older ~ get ~he less temperate DIY statements, and the greater my realizat-

ion that the world is hopelessly go1ng to hell 1n a handbasket. 

Drop a line sometime, and tell me what goes on in the world. Best 

regards from Dorothy and myself to you Rll, including a kick in the 

slats from me for ai ~en, and a growl from ~ertigo May go over to Vn 

•1 Uorothy in a couple of w~eks, for a new visa aud a little look around. 

As ever, 



Booora~le Richard Nixon 
P.ep•blican Preaid~ntial rampaian HeadqQartera 
New York City 

Sir: 

Coo,ratulationa to you aad the GOP oa yoar noainatioa, and 
aincere hopes for your aucceas ia your caapaiaa, fro• aa old ac­
qaalataace aad aapporter whom yoa ••7 well aot roae•ber. Our 
aoat rocoat poraoaal contact waa whoa briofiaa yoa at the US ••­
baaay in Kaaila, a~out 195~; althon1h I waa alae oae of thoao who 
farniahe4 yoa with i~for•ation whoa you chaired, ao ably, tho Bouae 
Co .. itte~ on Ua • American Aeti~itioa. 

Your oaadidaey iapela •e to offer to c••• oat of the wood• 
work if I caa be of any real aerYiee. Altho•lb I ••••rod all 
a•••r••••t counectiona in 1966 (after tryina, aad ai1nally failial, 
to aaaiat !d Laaadalo in hia aoat reeeat aiaaioa in Yieta .. ) I ha~e 
kept qaito well in toaoh with •~•ata thoro while li~i .. taiotlJ ia 
tho Phllippinoa. ~hia ia earecially trao of the cl~iliaa eoaater• 
iaaar1enoy effort, particularly tbo ~bioa lot (rotaraoo) proaraa 
whicb waa initiated under ay &aidaaeo, ••• tho Ro~olatioaary u•••­
l•P-••t effort which 1r~w out of ( .. • ia atill laraoly inflaoaeod 
by} oar •1• Strate1ie Baalot proaraa. 

Perhapa lecturtn1, foraally or iaforaally, ~•d/or diaeuaeiaa 
with acado•ic, ciTiliaB •aer•ice•, or ailitary, 1roapa the prooleae 
aad roalitioa of Vietaaa. s• Aaia, aad for that ••ttor, eoaator­
inaari•••Y ia 1eaorol, •iaht be the area ia which I could bo aoat 
aaefwl. Althoug~ a conaer•ati~o, aad deeply la•olYod ia •aay e••••­
ttally politico•payobologieal oporatioaa ia 8! Aaia in paat yoara. 
I belie•e J am attll relatiTely •ole .. • fer aatiea ia the 88 - altboaab 
of co"rao I waa, aad ao far aa I know, atill aa, a director of the 
Aaerioaa Prioada at Viotaaa. to faeilitat. o•alaatioa ~T yoar ataff 
of ay poaaibte utility, encloaod are a ~io-4ata ahoot, aad a Yery 
brief thiak-pi .. e• refleetiaa the eal7 •1••• I eaa aow oopaaao oa 
Vietaaa. {Perhapa I aboald ~d that I weald aot tbiak it naoeaaary 
pabliely to affir. all tho•• •iowa; bat equally, coald not foroo-
fallJ rojoet th ... ) 

!hi• letter, iaeidentally, ropeata ene aont in Jaly, but ob~ioaa­
ly not roeai~od \•laoo the aaall ehook wbioh it oaeloaod baa not 
~••• eaaho•) offering thea to .. lantoor ay aerYice to yoar eaapaian. 

Thoro would •••• to be fiYo eritieal qualitiea for a Proaideat 
of the Uaitod State•: tntolliaenco, iatellectaal intoarity, ~iaioa, 
politiaal ••~• and guta. So far, ia ay lifeti••• there haa been 
ao oao who aoeaod adoqaatoly to po••••• all thoae qaalitiea. It baa 



beea. o.nd ia 11y hope, thnt you will have the opport.anity to \le­
monat.rat.e that you do. 

If it ia felt that I may be o! aervice. I ahould be honored. 
T aB not •~eking emplov~~nt, ~ithP.r bP.fore or ~fter the election • 
. b a retired officer I cttn traY'el to the Statee, but aftftr arrival 
in ::~A.sbin1ton, couLi r..ot af!nrd any very extenaiYe travel, un\esa 
my expen~ee could in 80~e manner b~ defrayed. 

Ia eay ev~nt, h~st of luck; 

Charlea T. P.. Bohann&D 

bel: 3io D~tt.a 

Vi~tnaa - The Way Out 

CTRB/cop 



VIRT.N.uf - Tnr. \f A.Y OUT 

(The followiDI brief article by a etadent of and participant in inaar1• 

ency and coanter-insaraeney, who apent aany of the years between 195% 

and 1966 in Vtetnaa, in add t tion to aany yeara of eiailar service, or 

siapl~ r~aidenee els~where in ~~ Aaia, ia releaaed for any uae d~eaed 

appropriate, PXCluaively to the Republican ~ational r.omaittee, or aasi&nee.) 

-
There are four ~aya out of the war in Vietnaa: The eaaieat ia to quit, aa 

did the French in 195%, admittedly bankrupt of aelf•confidenee, aelf-re~pect, 

and honor-, b1t with thf!ir ailitary and civilian reaoarcea virt&~ally untouched, 

aa onra are today. ~laoat aa eaey wo&~ld •• a tacit eurroader at the conference 

table, betrayin& thoee we are pled&ed to aupport by forcina thea to accept their 

aortal eneaiea ae colleaaaea in their 10vernaeat. &eaeaber China, 19~5-\9? Over• 

wbelaiDI force • tbe aae of nacl c·ar weapena, an all-Gat at tack on the North, ud 

if wanted, five aillioa rather tbaJl five haadred thoaeaad troopa, h anot'.er 

eaay anawer, one probably cbenper in the loDI r11n to tbe t~nited States thaa 

either of the firat two. 

The fourth way ia the aoat certainly leaat expen~ive and tho aoat difficult 

for 4aericana, for it requires patience, thou1htful con~i•t~ncy, aad traat in 

both our principle• And our r•pr•••ntativea. It require• •any other thin1• aa 

•~11, bat theae are the ... t difficult for aa. Reaeaber the faaoua com•ent of 

a Japan••~ a•neral after World War II1 "Awericans aa jnncl~ fighters? ~hey don't 

fi~bt iD the junal••• they bulldozer it away." A ai•ilar comaent was aade aoae 

year• aga in Vietnaa:"Wby don't you paYe the whole country ao all the Viet Cone 

will be forced to aurrender in order to eat ?" 

Since Vietnaa firat eaae to oar attention in 1940, when the Japane1e aovad 

in, we have tinkered with many •olutiona to the probleas it poaea. Each poaa­

ible aolntien haa ~een baa@d on tbe traditional Aaericao policy that a\1 aea 

•hould be free and aelf-aoverninl, and tbat we ahould help taoae who deaire to 

attaia thia coal. Oar baeio policy •lace 195\ baa beea: Give aach help •• we 

think the Vietnaaeae need to eatabliab their own indepeadeat, viable, free natioa. 



two 

.'lo reaaonable, well-infonaed _,merican who b a believer in oar national pol it-

ical philoaophy C8n aeri~oaly diaaaree. 

A Challeace 1 N .. e one peric.1n 1 or pro-.\l'le:.:icaa) aerioaa atacleat of Viet-

na~, knowled&eaule alao of political Jynawica and world affaira, who has opposed 

thia baaic US policy. Or, name one who baa not,in thn past 10 years,wore than 

once oppoaed ~ajor actions taK~n in th~ nnme of thrt policy. 

To onder~lauJ the ~ituation 10 which we find ouraelvee today, it might be 

useful to look at oar action• ana tbeir htplieatioas, aa seeD tbroocb ~ietauaese 

ryea. 1 ••••ary of their a&aftlly carefully concealed v1ewa aiaht be espreased: 

•th .. Allet" ic9.DS Rleftn well, hut they are anreaJ. iatio, iaeff ie ient, incons iat-

ent, and extreme!~ eMotional. Tbey iaeiated that we build a conventional ar.y 

for defenae aaain~~ the ~ortb, bqt for years woold give oo help at all to men 

fiahtina the cnerrillaa. They believe ••n in IOTern•ent aerviee should be honeat, 

capable, hard-werkiac, etc., aad ae~ np~et when they find soae who ~re not-- but 

do nothin1 effective about it. This i!'l all bf'cauae thf'i r iufiai te power aakea 

the• incapable of understandin& how to uae juat enouch pewer to do the job, evea 

to 1et rid of hopeleaaly cnrrupt or inept officials. They have infinite •atorial 

reaoarees which they either squander re,klesaly or ha&&le over, dolla~ by dollar. 

They are l!fficiency f·:xperts ~ho waate aaenths or year• on an-necessary J'l'tperwork, 

just like oar ewn fanctieaariea, @0 havf' no time to t~iok or ~lao intelliaently. 

Worat of ~tll, they are eaotion11l, lfstrricallp criticizing one another, and 
}-.. 

inton•ely jaaloaa. Thftt auat be why they ao otten send clitterins noncontrovor-

sial nonentities as their aenior rPpresentatives to ua, while tiein~ aud caaainc 

tho•e few responsible, competent realiata who do understand oar problem~. We 

rf'ally do not know what to do or bow to do it, in ~~'itP of all our claim~; why 

CAn't we :uave the help we need from mttn wh" do know -- 'Fld c.re !r~e to act? 

Fightinc the Viet Cong i~ not the maJor problem -- it is buildin& a ~atioa fro• 

fillions of villagerH whc are aware only of their local proble•a; usia~ to do 

tbh thea•anda of aadi•eiplillecl tbeorPticians E~nJ self-&atislied aover-~mt 

employee• who fear reapeaaibility •ore thaD the de~il - or the Vt.et Con1! 



three 

~. baYe aenaht to help to build a nation and to del••• it, aDd we have 

accoapliahed aacb bat not enoagh, for r£aaena which the Vietn .. eae perhaJ•s see 

far aore cleftrly th~n we do. The i•mediate reaaona are our @rratic shifts of 

by ~aahiaaton, &ad our iapaiience. ~oat of all, ·~ h'v• failed because we 

have not inai1ted en actions '~ided by baaic principles esaential to an effective 

aelf-aovPrnini nation or nn useful ar~y. 

There ia only one way out of \.ietna. that can serve .UDerica'8 int~reat 

(or the Vi@tna.eae), jnat ae there ia only one way out that is consiatent with 

oar espreased belief~ ~n freedoa and Jaatice, and with ear pledaea of good faith. 

That way ia to hold fast to our baaie policy -- and iaple•ent it effectively, 

knowledgeably, and ~ithout regerd for the plai~ts aad eritieisas of the aelf-

aervina, the anrealiatic. and the uninformed. ~oat ol all• in Yietna• and at 

h••• let ua atop ~oubtina onrs~lvea, and atop doubtin& the baaic princirlea by 

which generatioDa of AmerieRn& have livrd, and for whieb so many th~uaanda of 

Vietnaa, in the world, and at home; or aasist at tbe buriAl which Khruabchev 

promia~d us. 

CTk 3ehanaaa 
~anila 
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