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AN GIANG PROVINCE -- ----- -----~~-

HISTORY --- ........ - ... 

The present boundaries of An GiAng Province were drawn in 1964. 
At that time the former province of J.n Giane was divided into 
two provinces--An Giang and Chau Doc. The recent history of 
this area is closely related to the.history of the Hoa Hao 
Buddhist sect. It was in the village of Hoa. Hao located in old 
province of Jm Giang (now Chau Doc) that the sect began. 

Hoa Hao Buddhism, eseentially a refor.m movement, was founded 
in 1939 by Huynh Phu So. Because of the popular doctrine of 
the founder, the soct soon numbered two million well-organized 
followers.* This created a force that the government in Saigon 
(French, Japanese or Vietnamese) has hnd to deal with. On 
April 16, 1947, a:N-.er a brief but unsuccessful flirtation 
betweon tho Viet :t-finh and the Hoa Hro 1 the Viot !1inh assassinated 
Huynh Phu So. Since that day the Hoa. Uao have been strongly 
anti-communist. 

Today !.n Git>ng and Chau Doc relTic'lin the center of strength of 
the Hoa Hao movement. From 1946 to 1956 the iloa Hao were the 
controlling faction in this area. /~tor 1956 they were allied 
with the central eovernment but cooperation was poor. Follow­
ing the November 1, 1963 and Februaty 1964 coup dtetats, the· 
sect has been encouraeed by the central covernment and has 
became a strong supporter of the eovernment. 

* Fieure from the official Hoa Hno biography of Huynh Phu So. 

..... .. ........... ----------:----=============---------.. -----·--· 
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PROVINCE ________ ... 

PHYSICAL CI-L'UU\CTERISTICS -

Topography 
_..--· 

Hi th the exception of e. few lm1 mountr.ins in Hue Due District, 
the provincu is n near sea level plcln si tuatod in tho i1ekong Doltr .• 
Doundcd on one side by tho Mekong River m1d divided by the Bnssnc River, 
the province has .m extensive system of rivers nnd c...m.:lls usad for 
irrifldion nnd communicn.tion. The province h.n.s an aroo of 1.,'71..U. square 
kilometers. 

Ccmummicr,tions 

Whi.lo inadeqU['.to for the actunl nnd prospoctivo needs of tho arce., 
fJ1 Gicng 1s intra-provinGo roo.ds still constitute tho longest serviceable 
rond notuork in tho country o 1 ... 11 senson roads link Long Xuyen with the 
principal tmms of nunrby provinces such :ls tho lt'ourth Region Hoo.dquurtors 
City of Cnn Tho, Rach Gin on tho co.!'.st nnd Chnu Phu tm·mrd the Ctunbodien 
border. The province's ri vors t'.nd cnni?~S :::.ro the• most importont··memls 
of intra-provincial communicntion. i'.Iotorizod snmpans cc.rry people and 
produce throughout tho province. 

-----------==~=====--·--------------------···--
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PROVINCE ---------
PEOPLE ....... ----

1. Distribution 

The provi:1ce population is 469 ~ 763-. With the exception ot 
Long Xuyen and the district towns, the population 1s stretched 
along the edges of canals and rivers in the manner character­
istic of rural populations dependent upon water transportation. 

Population of Long Xuyen 

No. of Districts 

No, of Villages 

No., of Hamlets 

Hoa Hao 

Catholic 

Buddhist 

Cao Dai 

Confucian 

Others 

3. Ethnic Groups 

29,.32h 

4 

38 

254 

70.6% 

11.3% 

4.4% 

4.1. 

5.4% 

4.2% 

There are no large minority ethnic groups in the province. ot 
the total population about S,OOO people are either Chinese or 
Cambodian descent. 

• 

--------================-------·-----------
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AN GIANG PROVINCE -- ----- --------
GOVF ... am;EUT 

The fact that l!Il Ginng Province is about 95% secure mq.kes it unique 
it Vietnam. Because of the security thC;J province enjoys, the· government. 
clltl function nonnnlly 1 the ronds nnd Wt'.terwr.ys 9-I'e traveled freely ond ... 
the vnst econanic potential' of the province cnn be exploited in a 
rational manner. · · 

This seeuri.ty st~tus w.'ls not gc.ined by militnry mc.'lns a.lone. A 
cambinc.tion of fnctors•thc lnnd is gonerally devoid o~ cover, a. system 
of manned outposts.strntcgicnlly situntod, a prepondertin~·~et 
popul~tion (largely Hoa !Io.o and Catholic) .~d n fnyornble outlook for 
incre.:.sed econonic dovolopment-ho.ve combined to'produce the conditions 
necessary for the oxclusi.on of tho Viet Gong, The military role is that 
of nlertnGSS and prevention. 

To tnke ndvantago of tho fc.vorc.ble situation 'the Provincinl Governemt, 
1vith the c.ssistcnce of Governmet of Vietnr.m :md .. the: United States, h.:ts 
begun a. long range devolopmC:Jnt progrr.m. 

The ~ yect-s development progrn.m (July 1966 - 1968) goals c.:'.ll for 
the incronso ot rcnl per cr-. pita income by 30%; proViding olemont,~.ry 
education for v.ll childron; r.nd ir.tprovinF locnl .:tdministr..-,tion to promoto 
honest, dedicated p,overnment. 

The province is administratively divided into 4 districts comprising 
6 cantons 1 38 villages and 254 hamlets·. 

-------------------------- ·-----~-- . - . 



Province Chief 
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AN GIANG PROVINCE - - - .. _ - - ... - - - -·- -
GVN OFFICI.<~IS 

Hrune: Lt, Col. Ly Bn Phrlll Age: 46 

Lnn~:,'Ua.ge Ability: English., French 

() 

Lto ~ol. :Pho.m UllS assigned to his present position on Febraarr a,-.. 1966. 
His previous position lms Province Chief of Chv.u Doc l'rovince. 

Deputy Province Chief .for Administr:.'.tion 

Nr:une: Tron Dr.,c Thanh L..'1nr,uage .t;bility: English, French 

Hr. 'lbr.:.nh is r.:. gr2.du.:~te of t~:o i·J[•.tion:-tl Institute of Administrc.tion. ::-re 
wus assiencd to the province in Hc.y, 1966" l 1reviously1 Hr. Thanh served as 
the Deputy Province Chief for l~dr.1inistrdion in Bn Xuyen. He hc.s nlso 
served as ~istrict Chief jn Bn X:: .. lYen nnd An Xuyen. 

_!::hnu Thanh Distri('J: 

mstr_ct Chi.c.f 
Deputy for. Act-Jjnlst,:rn:\i.on 

Cho Hoj. Distr~.ct --a-.-.. . .. 

District Chief 
Deputy for Administrction 

Hue Due District 

District Chief 
Deputy·for Administration 

Thot N0t District _ _._ 

District Chief 
Deputy for Arnninistration 

Co.pt Truon£5 vm Tn 
Le If,tu Nghin 

Cc.pt Le Bn Long 
Doon Nhut Chi 

Capt Hguyen neoc Diep 
Ha Tnn Homlh 

T'Iaj Nrruyon Ninh Trun 
H'\la van Kien 

L-1n f:~nn g.e. /\hi 11 tzy'~ · 'Fren ctr 
11 

" French 

Lnngu..~.ge Ability: French 
n n French 

Langu.nge Ability: ··Frorlch 
u· " French 

Language Ability: 
II If 

French 
French 

, _________ .... ________ __. __________ -
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AN PROVINCE -- ____ .._ __ _ 

MACV/CORDS OFFICIALS 

Provincial Senior Advisor • • • • • • 
Provincial ;\dvisor for Mil, Affairs • • • 
Cho Moi District Senior Advisor o 1'1 • • • 
Chau Thanh District Senior Advisor • • • • 
Thot Not District Senior Advisor • • • • 
Hue Due District Senior Advisor • • • • • 
RF/PF Advisor • • 0 • 
S-2 .t .. dvisor • • • • • • • 
Psywar Advisor • • • • • • 

Provincial Advisor for NLD • • 
Assistant Deputy for CORDS • • 
J\ssistnnt :'rovincia'l. '0::" "' ;··o:>.• for NtD • • 
.Assistant Provine:· ·1 Officer for NLD • • 
Assistant Provincial Officer for NLD • e • 

Assistant Provincial Officer for J...gricul tur.e 
Provincial Advisor for· P.v:. ··_:·c Safety • • 
Provincial Advisor for Info/Psyops • 
Provincial Advisor for Info/Psyops • • • 

• 
• 

• 
Land ReformJ Soil Scientist o • • • • 

Land Reform, Corps of Engineers • • • • 
Land Refqrm, Corps of Engineers • • • o 

Provincial Adv.Lso.r ~-. ..,~ NPJ!:CA · .. ., • • • 
Provincial Advisor for Rev. Dev. Cadre 
MILPHJJ> Commander -: • • • 
SEABEE Commander • • • • • • • 

• 
• 
• 

• 
• 

• LtC William j. mnTENER 
• Maj • William L. COLE 
• Maj. William E. BONNSTETTER 
• Maj OTTE 
• Maj Sam C, SET01 Jr 
• Maj WILKINSON 
• Maj Edward "R. GEAR 
• Capt Ronald J. MEYER 
• Capt Fi.dencio R. BARRERA 

• Abel VELA 
• Bliss H. CROF.! 
• Charles L. HUSICK 
• Charles L •. DARIS 
• Stephen H. mtiLDEN 
• James H. LIV:tt-J"GSTOO 
• Frederick H. JANZEN 
• Thompson GRIJNl;lALD 
, Thomas M. Mii.RTIN, Jr 
• l•llen· H. REif!ER 
, Elon H. BOMB EIDER 
• Elvin z.w, COMFY 
• M. Earl MOODY 
• Skip. WEST 
• Capt. Ellist C. MOON 
• Lt. (jg) SCOFIELD 

·---·-----·----·--------····---····--····--··-···· 
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AN GIANG ------ PROVINCE ----------
ECONOMY 
----~ ........ -

The major economic activity of An Giang Province is agriculture. 
The prinacy crop is floating rice. Last year, With 174,000 
hectares under cultivation, approximately 220,000 metric tons 
of rice were prcxiuced. or this amount almost 100,000 tons were 
expor-t.e.d. \!lith the introduction of modern farming method$ and 
irap~:oved seed .. rice p!'oduotion in the province can be doubled. 

Seconda:ry c7.>opa, such as mung beans, say beans, fruit trees, 
. and corn are B.n i..'T'..portant sot1rce of money for the farmers. In 

this o.rea, with the introduction of improved seed and better 
meth::xi of cult·i"~tation, almost unbelievable increases in cash 
inc erne ~.!'8 possible. The recent introduction of an improved 
type of ne:y ~-:can ~~~80. cor.!'b1J.1ed -w'ith better cultivation methods 
resulted L"l a."1 increase o.f up to 3 tilnes the yield of previous 
years. ~his type of prcg1•ess is possible with other secondar,v 
crops a.rxi an exp&nded program to increase production of such 
crops. is now under-way. 

Quarrying is a..?). 1mportan·~ industry in the province. lhi Sap, 
in Hue Due District, is one of the few sources -of rock in the 
Delta area. Presently fr~~;ty't:wo contractors are working at 
the quarry site. A program to exparxi rock. p:roduotton 
(involving beth private contractor and the ·Vietnamese FUblic 
Works M'!.n:tst:cy) is noro~ be:ir.g implemented. -«rhis program, to 
introduce modem methods of rock production. and the opening 
ot a new· rock face, will be ca~ried. ou·c as a joint Vietnamese ~ 
U.s., -. Ch"·'~"!~:e :r:e:~,;jc-ct.., · In one year rock production is 
expected to be 500,000 cubic meters which is double the 1~ 
production. 

Industries !'elated to agriculture will be an important 
econan.ic activity in the near future. Plans to encourage 
the expan.."lion of such indust.ries are now being conSidered. 

·--- ........ - .... ·--------------'---~~--------------
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PROVINCE ____ ._ _ _, ... 

REVOLUTIONARY DEVELOPMPm' PROGRAM 

The 1967 Revolutionary Development btldget for An Giang Province 
is the largest in the country. OV'er 150 mUlion piastus have 
been progr811111ed for the development of agriculture, schools, 
roads and bridges, public health, self-help and to ilnprOY'e the 
administrative capacity of the local goverment. ~ 

When An Giang was designated a na:tional priority area the 
provincial officials began work on a long range program. In 
~c • 1966 a meeting was held in Long Xuyen to present this 
program to representatives of the National Government. At this 
meeting the expan:ied program, the first of its type ever 
prepared in Vietnam, was approved in principle • 

.. 
The expanded program was then refined for submission to the 
Ministry of Revolutionary Development. The final long range 
development program for An Giang Province consists of twenty 
different sections covering all activities of a provtncial 
government. These programs are designed to increase the standard 
of living of the people, raise their real incane levels, and to 
better prepare the provincial government to be of service to the 
people of An Giang·. 

During the period 1966-1968 over 3SO mUlion piasters will be 
needed to finance the expanded Revolutionary Developaent 
Program~ 



-------------.-------------------------------------

--

GvALS: -
• 

• 

• 

• 

' () 

T1IE ffiOi>OSED Ai~ GL~1~G REVuLytiON@Y 

DEVEWPJ.·iEt~T PROG.RiU~ 

A Land Reform Program which will carry out within 2 years all out­
standing reform measures under existing laws and develop further 
ways to secure some land ownership for remaining tenants. 

Increase real per capita inoome JO% in 2 years • 

Improve educatio;'lal opportunities to provide: 

- elementary education for all children in 2 years 
- vocational high schools in each district in 1 year 
- an ll & .til college 

!~prove local administration to promote honest inspired government 
for the people. 

l-iaintain and improve existing security conditions • 

ACTilli~ ARFA3: 

UND IU;FvRt• 

Status and Proposed ~ctivities 1966-1967 

A. · Rental Contracts (urdinanoe 12 Jan. 1955) 

• No. existing to be investigated 
• No. already renewed 

. 
B. !.and Redistribution (Urdinanoe if57 Oct. 1956} 

• Farr.wrs' Title Status 
- No. with Provisional Titles 
- No. with Final Titles 
- Waiting for Final ~itles 

7.4.52 
297 

7,155 
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• Expropriation Status 
- Area expropria. ted 
- Area awaiting expropriation 

, Distribution of Former French Lands 
- Annexed to Cai San 
- To be distributed 

• Distribution of GVN land to squatters 
- No. of oases identified: 994 tor 19, l.SO Ha.. 
- Claims made to GVN : 410 for 2,396 Ha. • 

• Distribution of Land Titlas at Ca.i 3an, Status 

l,J6o Ha.. 
11,580 lin. 

1,988 Ha. 
5,?20 Ha .. 

- No. awaiting: 4,530 of whioh ),000 are re~ 

Action on above oa.n be oomploted in 2 yenrs at estimated cost 
of 25,000,000 ~~$. 

C. Explore addition~ ways to redistribute land since largo 
majority of An Gbng farmers will still be ten.1nts a.ftor 
action B above are oo~pleted, i.e. purchase, law revision, 
etc. 

AGRICiJ1TUB.E 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Ektend secondary crops production by 10,000 ha. in two years, 
soybeans, melons, corn, vegetables, otc. 

Double hog production, increase sheep. beef and poultry produc­
tion 50fo 1n two years. 

Extend farmers organizations to all villages in one year • 

Improve processing of agricultural products, especially rico 
and sugar milling; encourage through loans new processing 
fa.oilities, feod mills, etc., by private investors+ !armors 
groups. 

Strengthen farm handicraft production • 

-----------------=======-------------------
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Ensure that agricultural suppli~s are froolf 8.1/aila.ble in the 
market to farmors at fair pricos. 

Ensure fair pric~s to farmers for rice and other cropi • 
.. . 

Carry-throl'lgh hien Tan Project tmd complete Kien Ha Projeet 
st'Ud.y. 

Coordino.te with hokong Counnittee conoorning o:tfoct of l'i.ekong 
development on An Giang. 

Study and implemont new ways to incro.!l.so floating rice 
productivity as well tl.s double cl"opping with paddy e.rd 
no a. ting r ice. 

Select 200 loolll ftl.rroors; provincial workers and. L\rt1.,tmis 
for )rd Country Trs.ining, predominantly short aourses. 

~end Hamlet School Program to all schooi-age children• 

Establish vooation~l schools 1n vill4ges• 

Establish vocati~nal high schools in Districts. extendirig 
secondary education• 

He1p establish A & h College ~ possibly Hoa Hao sponsored~ 

Provide mobile scionce oxhibits • 

Institute a h~ot literacy program • 

PYELIC •lRiYQ 

• 

Inotoaso presont ~unrry production 500~ in 60 days. Provide 
tor·sale 50 M/T of dynamite+ drill rod,. bits• otc. 

Open now quarries in next 45 day-s (Huo Due) 
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Incroase~ovincial Govorruuent Public works p~rsonnel. 
Rural eloctrificaticm ... light .38 villages. 

Add extx-a gonorator for NimCA. Program to covor lS,OOO 
extra .farnilios. 

Build moro :r.ot.ds mov:!.ng Pw e1uipmont from provinces whor~ 
secUrity precludes use arid ooordinate National and Provincial 
Road Prog.rruns, :i .• e. use national bridge belllll plant. 

Procure and assign 2 dredgos to tho province tor canal~igging, 
cloaning and roclnmation• 

Effect technical study o£ canals and develop lo~g-range wator 
conserVancy plans. 

L~prove ferries • 

Need to oxtend progrrun to contiguous provinces • 

Program ro.:!uiros direct Saigon Level backstopping. 

Involve Third Countrios, vol~agoncios and poople•to-people 
support. 

Establish omnploto prog~am understanding with Hoa Hno, utilize 
tho yo1lth. 

&uploy mo.ximum solf'-holp project efforts. 

InititJ.te Food-f'or-Poaco work progrllllls including possible 
support of iand roform, substitute for rolief. 

PJ§LIC am~nas'f&!TIO.!~ 

• Estabiish p9s~.ticn of Porm.'\r.ont Village Socrot:J.ry to provide 
continUity in village adtuiriist~a.tion. 

----------:--================--------------·--···--
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Rectify acute disparities in pay scales at village level • 

Improve i·.iinisterial coordination 

Soak solution of problom posod by draft of civil officials • 

Reform postal service • 

Train and utilize revolutionary dovelo~1ont oadro tor overall 
program support. 

dtrengthon, comploto and staff existing facilities • 

Doploy MILPHAP Teams to Districts • 

PQBl..IC MTX 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Bring Police up to strength-fornnua for Pacified-Aroas and 
improvo mobility. 

Prepare for transfer of security responsibilities from military 
to civil. 

Institute effective police public relations • 

Insure an ef'foctive rosourc~s control program • 

IliDQS'l'RY. HltNl)ICBAFT ANP a?NMJiiCE 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Promote private ontcrpriso • 

Provide local loan funds for improving e~uipmcnt and 
financing naw industries. 

Ha.vo Chinoso technicians nlllko slllD.ll industry and hnndiorart 
stwiy. 

Rovivo sericulturo progr~~ • 

Assist Fishorios • 

Insure CIP perr.d.ts suf'fioiont stocks ot t'tlrlA mac~ery, pumps 
and agrioulturll.l ch01uioll.ls, otc., in ootu.1oroial channels. 

---------------------------·---


