
Hon. John I. MUrphy 
 

  
  

Dear Sir: 

Kensington, Md 

9 February, 65 

At the close of our atimulating and encouraging conver­
aation yesterday ~terno~n. I suggested a hiatory of Vietnam which 
aeema aa useful and generally reliable aa ia available. Thia was: 
wrhe Smaller Dr~on• by Joseph Buttinger, publiahed by ~raeger, NYC. 
At the aame time I promised to send you aome articles and ·• think­
piece•• ~n the problema there. Theee are encloaed, numbered in 
auggeated order of reading, with comments which follow keyed to 
th~•e numbera. 

1. ~vietnam; A teat of American Understanding of Revolution• 
was written by the gentleman whom many of ua believe to be America'• 
outatanding thinker on the aubject of countering•wara of national 
liberation'', and certainly our moat auccesaful practitioner of the 
art. He was the man primarily responaible for Diem'• auccesa in 
establishing free Vietnam in 1964-55, when all the "experts·•, 
eapecially those of the preaa, were sure that it rould not be done. 
He ia alao, without question, the \merican moat respected and 
trusted by the Vietnameae, even today, although our government haa 
aeen fit to deny him any active role in Vietnameae matters for 
aeveral yeara. 

2. "A Way Out of Vietnam" by Joseph Kraft, ia of value for 
the challenge, roughly equivalent t~ a slap in the face with a wet 
fiah, which it poaea to the bureaucrata. In effect he says that 
we are too organized, too conventional, to be ~le to fight this 
kind of war effectively. He may well be right -- at least, the 
act ions of the last two or three yeax·a lend credibi 11 ty to hie 
proposition. Needless to •ay, I do not believe we should get out 
of Vietnam until that country ia able to proceed on ita own aa a 
free, anti-Communist nation -- but I do not think we can achieve 
that goal unless we manage to break the ahackles of the "ayatem". 

3. " US Policy Opti'lns in Vietnam" is a private paper 
which haa had limited top-echelon circulation. It represents the 
consenaua of the informal group of thinker• and practitioner•· 
The signer, Rufus .?hillipa, was the originator and first director 
of the "USOiVRural Affaire" , and ia unquestionably the m'lst 
promising member of the younger generation in this field. 

4o & 5. Two rather personalized criticisms of ~ericana 
and their approaches to the problema in Vietnam. Dr Fishel 1• one 
of the beat-known authoritiea on Vietnam, and a former cloae 
personal friend of President Ngo dinh Diem. The author of the 
other -- the Chr1stmaa Greetings bit -- ia a "tiger• with long 
experience in Aaia, who haa juat returned -- an exile -- after 
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6. "Dilemmas in Vietnaa", written by a distinguished 
Vietnamese patriot, revolutionary, newapaper editor, and atatea­
man, ia rather difficult reading, but well worthwhile aa an 
analyaia or aome or the problem. racing hia country, and especially 
tor ita penetrating comment• on the actual influence, and concom­
itant reapona1bil1tiea, or US actions. 

?. A very elementary and simplified, hopefully not too 
controveraial, outline of aome counter-inaurgency principlee, and 
ot aome techniques and concept• employed in Vietnam today. It may 
be of some value in refreshing your familiarity with these. The 
written comments are my peraonal evaluations. 

8. "Notes on £tra.tegic Hamlets'' deals with this program 
on which so much emphasis wae placed two years ago, and which 
still haa a crucial influence on the success or failure of the 
effort there. It was prepared by some of ua in an effort to make 
salient pointe of the program clear to the officials, Vietnamese 
and American, who were concerned with it, and ia still, I feel, 
the beat baaic paper on the aubjecto 

The enclosed p~era are admittedly general in nature, and 
perhapa present little new data. They do, however, furniah a 
background on the country and on the principles which many of ua 
believe must be followed if the effort is to succeed in Vietnam 
or, indeed, in any similarly aituated and threatened nation. 
Should you desire more specific information or recommendation• 
on any topic covered, I would be very glad to seek to make it 
available. 

Rincerely, 

Charles T L{ Bohannan 




