
Mr. Murray Chotiner. 
Special Assistant to the Preei~eat 
The White House 
Washin3toa, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Chotiner: 

4 !f..arch 1970 

It bas been eug'-uted that I staht vrite you concerning the ease i!l 
Viet--NIIt of "l'ro!l Ngoc Chau. si!lCe I ha-.e known Cbau persoually since 
1962. At that tiae I vas the Aasiatant Director of USAID/Viet-l*-
for ~~al Affairs and Counterinsurgency and got to kDov Cbau •ery well 
aa the beat P'rorince Chief in Viet-liall. I left USAID in late 1963 for 
private bueineaa, but returned to Viet-·!Caa dariBg 1965, 1966, 1967 9 

1968 for brief stints as a consultant aad temporary ...O.r of Ed 
Lansdale's Team in the U.S. Emheaay ia Saip:on. Durina .y naite, I 
saw a good 4eal of Chau vbo had a reBponeihle poaitiOD in the Pacifiea­
tiOft ~ro1raa and the ran •• a CGDv.rea ... n froa rJ.en Boa Pro'Yiac:a in 
1967 wianiat an bouest latwlalide -.ictory. This vas the ProTiace ill 
which he hM been PrOYince Chief durin~ the Di• rqiM, aad hia ric­
tory waa a tesbmeftt to the popular eupJM>rt he ha4 semerated. This is 
partieularly aigaif1eant because Chau ia froa Ceatral Viet-Naa. bat 
r~en-Hoa pro-.ince is in the Delta vbere the -people traditionally clo 
not take to VietaaJaese from the north or center. I cite this to give 
you a feel for Cbau'a ability and potential as a natioaalist, aati­
co.auaiat political leader. 

Over the years T ha-.e had 1IAnY long philosophical aad politi.e&l talks 
with Chau and k~ him aa a Vietftameae patriot aDd aatioaaliat. He 
was, and I au 1!1111"e r-ias, a f im antieOI!IlllUniat. !lie vhole adult 
life has been de90ted to fi3htin• thea. Tbat he would atte.pt to uoo 
his brother away fro. the Viet-Con@ without betrayin1 ht. and that be 
would try to eatablish some c.-mon groaad for a recoactliatioa with 
the non hard--core elements 1a the Viet-Cong b uot iDeOilaiatent. in 
Vietuweee teras, vith either his anti~l• or hh natiOD&U.•. 
He bas 10118 felt that the nationallat Vietna111aae shovld take their 
d.esti"BY into their own banda and not d~ on the blericau for .. 1-
vatiott, and that thtry should be self-confident enoush to d.•l directly 
with the North. 

This is ··vieta.aaisaticm'' with eoou,h R&ta in it to have a ehallce of 
ultt.ately workta~. 
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!<low, rhau ls irt the proeeAa of bein!: saCTificed to an apparent ~r­
SODAl Yendetta h.,. l'rellident Thieu to g~t hia hy whatner means. It 
is nataral that those who k~ Chau voald find the situation personally 
objectionable: however, there are larger reaiiOllS t.eyond those CO!llleeted 
"'ith vwu as a persou for the United States to intenene in thie affair 
'Jhie'h CGneeru tht- impact of the Chau ease on r..s. ruhlie opinion and on 
the continued •tabi Utv of the 1'h1eu regf.Jw.. The auecus of ''Vietaamiza­
tiost"' del)encls on ~oth • 

TI1e spectacle of the Thieu C.overnment flouting the Vietnasese Constitution 
hoth i y vithdrAn;in~ C'hau' s i.-unity by an exl:ra··eoutitutiooal proeedare 
of doubtful legality, and then b'! cha.nfing the. entire baa ill on vhich he 
is teiDr, c..t'larRed at the last aimate, cannot hut c:oDVinc:e an increasing 
n11aher of ..llllericans tl)at the Thieu r-:o~t is not a regi!ae vorth the 
expenditure of more Amerf.c:an lives. Thh feelint h likely to irx:rease 
public pre .. sure on Pre<Jident l<ixo1l for a ~1ithdrawal of ~ric:an troops 
at a rate greater than Vfetn&ae8P. ea~abilities for replacesent. 

Pos!libly of even greater seriowrne~8 is the internal political effects 
in Viet· •Ja• of ~eaident Thieu' s actiorur. TU~ o~n attePtpta to cow 
the ~,:at!onal Asset.ly and to rig legal 1'rocedures are c:eruic to erode 
t..'-i~ all too,n.arrow hase of political support which he currently enjoya. 
:1e to; tnaking -rrv of the "'4111e 'Ids takes lTesideDt Ditm -•, but without 
ntea's natiouli!llt 9taod1n, and net>tige. Tf ve conttn.-e to ata1ld by 
and to appear to h! ,.tvtn~ tacit anproval \.Jhile he dis~els the 
preaP.nt Vietaa.ese constitution. which 1109t of the Viebulaeee leader-­
sl.ir look UTlon as their last hope and chance to aehieTe a nationhood 
worth fi~hting for, we are ~oin, to see a N>litical collapse in Viet 
~,am on oar side vhieh will male a JaOd:erv of the ?rutdent '1!1 hopea for 
Vtetnaraizatton'. 

1\s an American ·~ith ~erYfee in Viet- :a which Legan in l<l54, who has 
no a~e to grind and vho has c:out1n.,.slv supported our eoJ~Dibleot to 
the freedoa of the Vietnaftese -peonlfl! •tnee 1054, Y feel iW~pelled to tell 
you frankly that in reotiny the sueee11s of "VietMmi&ation"' ~a the 
uncritical and non- dherbdnatin~ 3Ul'port of the 'nltee reet .. as pre-· 
sentb coa~tituted, fTesident :.iixon l8 rial.:tng alaost certain failure. 
The Chau ease is the YPOSt visible symptom of a general political malabe 
~rovin~ out of bad Vietna~_se leadershi~ ... ·ith vhich the ~resent U.S. 
1~aa~~ 1~ Saigon ia either unable or ~~llin~ to eo~e. 

J haYe not!lln~ ar;aiDBt 'President Thin personally aDd I do not aclvoeate 
Lb overthrow 10:hieh 11ould deAtrov tht- c0ft8ti tutional 1:,asis for gcwern-· 
ment in Viet ,_ and produce chac»;. ~nat ! do acWoc:ate 18 kn~leclge­
ahle. uon di'f'lom&tic:, t·ehind the scemes intervention and ~ressure on 
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!hieu and his entourage to stop tryin' to el!ainate other Nationalist 
leader•, but instead to start pro"Yiding a hash for cooperaticm. tn 
the case of Chau it iF; probahly too late to keep hta in Viet-·W.. in 
BOlle u.•eful role - poa•i~'lY the l:>est that eoul.d be done woa.ld be a 
faee 5a'Yin~ ~ro.ise of exile instead of imprisonment whieh would 
at least help lteer' the case fro. further undendnin~ support for the 
Vietna.e.qe Go'YerDRMtnt and U.S. l)Olicv. It would a lao be a sign that 
the TJ. ~. has sOI!!e prioci'Oles and stando hy its friends. 

I cannot do justice iu a letter to a description of hov to get the 
Vietnamese leadership to take proper and effective political actions 
and to li•e up to the tenets of their own Constitution. There is one 
~erson residing in the '-ia.•hington area who do4ts truly know better than 
any other A.erican ·- Fd Lausdale. This letter is being writtn vithout 
his kROt.<ledge hut T suggest that hi.s adYice he solicited before it b 
too late for aaything effeeti"Ye to 'Je done in Viet-~, ... 

Sincerely yours, 

Rufus f'. !';lillir's, III 
President 

RC!':jh 


