)
February 14, 1970
Rufus:

If the Government were to in-
vite the Democratic and Repub-
lican Committees to send a
representative (hopefully Neil
Staebler as the Democrat) to
Saigon to confer on the series
of things in the attached, 1
believe they would have the di-
plomacy to pull together a quo-
rum of political leaders to sign
an invitation for the suggested
political meetings in Vietnam.

You may want to discuss this
with the Ambassa@yr7

e
Dana neynol s



February 13, 1970

Hon, Tran Van Lam
Hinister of Foreign Affairs
Saigon, Vietnam

Dear Mr, Lam

Vhen Neil Staebler and I discussed the enclosed proposals in some detail with
Anbassador Bal Diem, he sesmed interested; and said he would communicate them
to his Government,

I recognize the complexities you face in developing greatsr political unity.
If, however, you can get a feuw political lezders to join in an invitation

to the Chairnen of our Democratic and Ropublican Natlional Comriittees, and

to chairmen of Congressional committess, to participate in such a series of
across-the-table discussions of problems, you will give Iir, Staebler and
others of us inmensely greater leverage to involve constructively a rmuch
broader base of our party-Congressional hierarchies. The more representa-
“tive your original group joining in such an invitation, of course, the more
weight it will carry in our policy sectors. As you move into such a series of
discussicn, I assume that automatically both you and we counld interest a
broader representation to join arocund the table, It would seem to ne that
such a series mizht help to unify your various political factisns. With this
broader involvement both on the Vietnamese and U,S. sides, we will have a rmch
firmer foundati~-n to dezl with the complex problems in the nionths ahead--both
in Vietnam and in the U,S,

I 2150 sce in this series the possibility of working out the kind of relation=-
ships betweenths National Assenbly and our Congress that you proposed to
Senator HeGee at our breakfast in the Senate dining roon,

Both lir, Staebler and I recognize that it is important that you also try to
involve party-legislative leadership from othcr Asian countries, and Earope,

"I don't know just where they stand at ths moment in the scheme of-things in
Saigon. But my most recent contacts with visitors frca Vietnam have bsen

with ¥r. Vu Hong Khaenh and ir. Phan Thai of the Kationalist People's Party,

They exprcoicd strong intercst in relationships with parties in other ccuntries,

As 2 first step, it might be useful to invite the Democratic and Republican
National Committees to sond a representative to Saigon to explore with Viet-
namese lezdership specific approzches to such a series of meetings; andto
decide upon a more generasl invit:tion as discusscd above. This also might
help bring in more of your party leadership on a gencral invitation.

I'n sending a copy of this letter to Roy Johnson of Asia Foundatisn, I worked
closely with hin in Afghonistan, and think that you and he have an inaginative
grasp of how to bezin to reconcile the realities of Vistnamesa, and American,
politiczl 1life in such a projcct,

Sincerely ~
Couys Ambassador Pui Dien

Dana D, Reynolds





