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Februar,y 14, 1970 

Rufus: 

If the Government were to in­
vite the Democratic and Repub­
lican Committees to send a 
representative (hopefullY Neil 
Staebler as the Democrat) to 
Saigon to confer on the series 
of things in the attached, I 
believe they would have the di­
plomacy to pull together a quo­
rum of political leaders to sign 
an invitation for the suggested 
political meetings in Vietnam. 

You may want to discuss this 
with the Ambass~dfr) 

;t../~c-~ 
Dana lteynol·s 



Hon. T-.L"~.n V en L..''l.l.n 
}finister of Foreign Affairs 
Saigon, Vietnam 

Dear 11r. Lrun1 

February 13, 1970 

When Neil Staebler anrJ I discussed the enclosed proposals in some detail l-Ji th 
Ambassador Bui Diem, he seemed interested: and said he would communicate them 
to his Gove1•nment. 

I recognize the conplexities you face in developing gre~ter political unity. 
If, however, you can get a fo:·r political le:::ders to join in an invitation 
to the Chairr.1en of our Democratic and Republican national Cor.L"1i.ttees, and 
to chair:';len of Congressional coir.rr.itteas, to participate in s-uch a se1•ies of 
across-the-table discussions of problet::~s, you lril.l give Hr. Staebler and 
others of us inn~~nsely greater leverage to involve constructive~ a much 
bro~dcr base of our party-Con~ressional hierarchies. The more representa­
tive your ori~inal group joining in such en invit~tion, of course, the more 
weight it l-iill carry in our policy sectors. As you li10Ve into such a series of 
discussicn, I a.ssill1le that automQtically both you and 't·ie could. interest a 
broader represent~tion to join around the table, It ~lOuld see~'l to ne that 
such a series mie;ht help to unify your various politic~l facticns, Hith this 
broader involvement both on tho Vietn<.meso and U.s. sides, '\'re ";fill have a much 
firmer foundati,~n to deal )-Iith the complex problems in the nont..lls ahead--both 
in Vietn~ and in the u.s. 

I also see in this series the possibility of r1orkin.:; out the kind of relation­
ship:> batwecntho National Asse:nbly and our Concress that you proposed to 
Senator HcGee at our breakfast in tho Senate dining room, 

Both Hr. Str:teble:r and I recogni7.e that it is :ir:lport.:mt that you also try to 
involve p3r~-legislative leadership from other Asian countries, and Europe. 

I don't -know just where -they st.::md at the ru.oment in the sche~e of things in 
Saigon. But rrry most recent contacts -vrith visitors frc:."'l Vietnam have baen 
wit.ll Er. Vu Hong Khanh and Hr. Pham T'nai of t.~e Nationalist Poople's Party, 
They exp:::-~:..:..:.:1 strong interc:.st in relationships -;·Jith parties in other countries, 

As a first step 1 it might be useful to invite the Democratic and Republican 
llatiom.l Committees to sond a represcnt~tivo to S::tigon to explore 1·dth Viet­
namese ledership specific approaches to such a series of meetin&:;s; andto 
decicie upon a more general invibtion as discussed above. This also might 
help brin.:; in nore of your p-::trty leadership on a general invitation. 

I'm senC:ing a copy of this letter to Ray Johnson of Asia Found:-. tion. I vmrked 
closely l:i th hin in Afg!'l<:nisbn, and thin:-;: t.l!at you and he hc.ve an inagin2,tiva 
grasp of how to bezin to reconcile the realities of Vietn9..r7!esa, n.nd Anwrican, 
political lifo in such a project, 

Sin:!e:rcly 
Co.pya .Ambassador Eui Dien 

Dan~ D. Reynolds 




