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..., 
;Jt oso us;; ~-~sA 
: ;J.~ ..., .:~ 
··~..-:::::-::ri-~-r---1 
~JF/t ~c 
~ I. t (:, 

-; -
..... . . . 

~ -. -. --
~ 

i-·.: 

--
' :' -

; . -. 
; -. 

---•· 
~ '· 

} 

L 
j. 

'· 

c.~d orders :ss".led ~Y t~e 60Vern~e~t in preparation for the 
nrovincial a;.~ ~unici~a: councils elections sc~eduled for 
~-·"'::)"' -o rrt"-~- - ~...,., ....... +._ ~ 0~ ~ ,....+-~ ..... h .... <> o ~~~"": .: ... ie f' .o.<;.;.y j .... __ ;:, aocu ... e ..... __ ... s _o_,_, ..... e J..e .... p ns-"---" s o_ 
these counc::s, thei:- ~c~~s onerandi, voting procedures, a~d 
qualifications for cani~dates and electors. The E~bassy 
fo.r.·Iards its tra."lslatio~ of this summary as an enclosure to 
this airgra~. 

The E:::::;assy dra>·ls attention to the f,act that these 
councilU'!~:Lexe.r.~is.a..~ch":nora .. p.o~.er~.-than,.~n~.-coun.,gJ:..ls 
~ ~n x~ ._ ~ ·· · ._. ""'.. - · t A"""- .,.., .... ·on i<> ---::n~cn e.; .:..S_..loo<.P ;..naer vne ..:...~..:.em ;::,0\o ern::1en . v ve .• ~.-J. • v 

dral'.r:l to Part 4-· of--3-ect.:.'O':i I of"t'iie.,.summary t'lhich outl:!.nes ! 
the po,'lers of the councils and particularly to the para;raph ; 
which states: "With the exception of a number of matters f 

w:t-...ich must be approved ty the Prime Ninister or the Minister-s; 
concerned, the decisions of the councils must be carried out '\ 
by the Prefect of Saigon-Cholon, the province chiefs and 
mayors within !'ifteen days. 11 

Voter ~~alifications have been reduced to the barest 
minimUm in preparation ~or these elections. Any citizen, 
male or female, over eig~teen years of age is entitled to 
vote. The voter must have a valid identification card and 
have his na~e enscribed on the electoral list. (Possession 
of a valid identification card entitles the individual to 
have his n~e enscribed.) 
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STATUTES .AJID PRO~::::nJR33 GOVERNIHG 313'::?1 ON 
OF CITY, PROVI?:CIAL A!!D Ir.tJNICIPAL COE::ILS 

' • 

Co~~o~ing to the desires o~ the people ks ~~~~fested by 
the!.:- :-ep:-esentatives at the natiom·ride civiliar1 ad::inistrative 
co:r;en';io!l held on i•Iarch 15, 1965 in Saigon, the Pri::1e J.linister 
ot the gover:l.":!ent pronulgated on April 9, 1965. the four follO\'ling 
:::ajo:- decrees: 

Decree No. 67fifV of 4/9/65 redefining the organization 
and operation of the Saigon;Cholon 
Prefectural Council. 

Decree No. 68/NV of 4/9/65 establishing provincial councils. 

'Decree No. 69/NV of 4/9/65 establishing municipal councils. 

Decree No. 70/NV or-4/9/65 prescribing procedures of elec-
ti·on or the above mentioned councils • 

To implement the above mentioned decrees, the r~nistry of 
Interior also promulgated the two follot'ling ordinances on the 

. sa-:e date : 

Order No~ 433/BNV/NC/8 of 4/9/65 fixing the day of election 
and the rne!:lbership or the Provincial 
and Municipal Councils. 

O!'der No. 434/BNVJNC/8 of 4/9/65 prescribing procedures of 
establish~ent and issu~~ce of voters• 
cards tobe used for the'above mentioned 
elections. 

T~~s is the first step in the implementat~on of democracy 
1n conformity with the gove~uent•s plan of activity which was 
a: .... "'lo-•. :nced on ~larch 12, 1965. . 

?nrough the establishment of the Saigon-Cholon Prefectural 
Co~~cil and the Provincial and Municipal Councils, the Governmen\ 
ir.tends· to place organs elected by the people alongside regional 
ad..":li.~strators in order to achieve cooperation bet1·1een the adilin-
1stration and the people in the settlement of regional problems. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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7te qualif~~atio~s ~o~ c~~didates are more stringent (Pa~t 4 
of Se~tio!'l_rii), the i.!"!ten-c oeir.; to eliminate the possibility of 
:-.av:!.~§; J:.=-~~'lm. co:-:-_-::-~~:.~":s c~ ~eutra:ists as candidates. It should 
also :e :r:.oted, ho;;eve::-, ":!'.at certai:1 officials, including army 
officers, are prevented ~~0.:1 being candidates . .Obviously, such 
persons ~J vir":ue of :he i~luence of their office, would enjoy a 
trenendous adv~~tage over the ordinary ~andidate • 

. Finally, it is noted that each ca~didate is entitled to draw 
·~2..':'lpa:.~:1 exper:ses f::-c:-:7. the public treasu:::-y. Such expenditures are 
controlled ty ag::-ee~e~t· ~ongst the c~didates· themselves so as to 
insu::-e, insofa::- as possible, against the wealth~ candidate enjoy-
ing an advantage over his poorer opponent. · 

It is suggested that information addressees may ""~ish to make 
the enclosure available to the host government. 

For the ~~bassador: 

.. 
. /',. --·- . . ~· . 

• 
~.elvin L. ?-I'!Clnfull · 

Counselor of Embassy for Polit~cal Affair-a 

Enclosure: PL.~-11'1· 

M.1nistry ot Interior document summarizing 
decrees governing Ma7 30 elections. 
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~~e procedures of electio~ of those councils are founded on 
~:~sic principles, \'lhich are f'reed.o:-:1 and equality. These ~1ill 

:. · ~:.:sured for ·ooth voters a.11d cand:!.dates in conforr:1ity \·Iith the 
~~~~:~atic process. 

SECTIOH I 

l·'!AJOR POINTS TIT TE3 !3':1 STATUTE OF 
SAIGON-CHOLOH Pl.E?3GTU?.AL COUNCIL, 
PROVINCIAL AND I·TI.r~;ICIPAi. COUNCILS 

1. CO!I.POSITION 

The Saigon-Cholon Council consists of 30 members. 

Provincial and Municipal Councils consist of 6 to 15 members, 
as prescribed by Ordinance No. 433-:SI-'V/NC/8 of 4/9/65 of the 
:·a."listry of Interior, based upo:1 the following: 

• 

population in the locality, 
n~~ber of districts or quarters, 
regional budget, ~~d 
security situation. 

The above numbers may be increased by recommendation of the 
r2gional Councils if there ";·10uld. happen a change in the above 
!'actors. 

There ..,1ill be a total of 471 me::~bers all over the country, 
including the Saigon-Cholon Council, Provincial and ~funicipal 
Co~"'lcils • T.nis figure shOi·rs an appare::1t ·increase as compared to 
t~e fi5~res provided by the previous statutes. The increase is 
a:!.:::e=. at giving the new Councils \-tider representation of the 
re;ional population. In the c~ty of Saigon, there will be 30 
:::e=~ers instead of 24 as prescribed by Decree No. 74-TTP of 
3/23/1959 or 19 as prescribed by Decree No. 203.-a/NV of 5/31/1964 .. 
T:~e ~u:n*:)er of mer::tbers at cities and provinces -if from 6 to 15, 
ir~tead of 5 to 11 as ~rescribed by Decree No. 203-b and c~'V of 
5/3l/l964. l 

Another remarkable noint is that the new decrees do not 
specify any quota for the !·~ontagnards or ChaTJl. The government 
co:1ceives that both the r.Iontagnards and .the Cham are citizens of 
Vietna~ a.11d that they must be considered as perfectly equal to 
the Lm·Tlanders, in obligation a.'1.d right, equality being one of 
the basic principles of election. I::1 reality, there will certainly 
'be a nu::~ber of Hontagnard or Cha.":l cc..::1didates \-tho \'1111 be elected 
to the said Councils, especially in the provinces of Darlac, 
Pleih~, Kontum, Ninh-Thu~"1, 3i~~-Tnuan, etc., where there are 
:uany !·lontagnards and Cha."ils. 
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T"r.e office ter::1 of t:.~ Sa.i;o:-.-Chc,::.on C.ounc·il, ?::::>ov::.ncial ar:d 
:-:~!1ic:!.pal Counci:s is f:txe~: 2-t 3 :rea~tJ; Dut instea·1 o: a!'"l i~te3rc.:i.. 
vo:a a~te~ three yea::::>s, ·a pa::::>tia: vote shall be conducted after 
ea.~:: yea~, cover!.ng l/3 ·of tr.a tot a:'.. of me:nbers. Those members 
to be voted shall dravr lots: 1/3 of the total of menbers at the 
end of the first year, the ::::>e~ai!"'li:lg tt-ro thirds at the end of the 
seco::-5. :iea:r-. !·1e:-;'1oers ca..'1 te re-elect·ed. 

':l'he advantages of this procedure are\ as follm·lS: 

'?.'1e ne~1 members elected each year "tlill bring a ne1:1 
source of vitality to t~e Council, thus enabling it. 
to folloi·T closely the aspirations of the people. 

Co:1tinuity can be mair.tained in the activity of the 
Council, with both ne~·r a."'ld. old ~embers .. 

Peonle 'l.·rill have more opportu:1ities for democratic 
activity than before, in a field closely related to 
their daily lives. 

The function of counciller shall not be exercised along '1.-J"ith 
a.'"'l:r co:npensated publi~ office but :-athe~ \vith another elective 
o~~ice; especially, a counc~llor ca."'l run for election to the 
National Congress. Public se:-vants or service!'ilen \'lho are elected 
ca.."l take leave \•lithout pay during the term of office of the Council. 
Pa~nts and children, brothers and sisters, spouses shall not be 
ne:::oers or the sa11e Saigon-Cholon Council, Provincial or I>lunicipal 
Cou..""lcils • 

3. D7l'ERESTS 

The members of the Saigon-Cholon Council, Provincial and 
~·;unicipal Councils shall receive allO\'lances \'lhich correspond to 
t~e n~~ber of days of attend~"'lce at the Council's session. Any 
me:n~e:os who are assigned 'Nith a special duty shall be granted per 
die~. Chairmen shall be gra..""lted Public Relations allowances and 
the =embers of Permanent Offices shall be granted a Speci~ 
allo;·Ta."'lce. 

All the above allow~""lces a.""ld compensations shall be increased 
as co:npared to the old scale so as to correspond l'1ith the responsi­
bilities assigned to the members. An ordinance shall be promul­
gated by the l-11nistry of Interior in the near future, prescribing 
scales· for the new allowances and compensations. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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':'he ri:;hts of 
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the right 
the :-ight 
the right 
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the Com1ci1s a:r-e extended 

to vote, 
to control, and 
to advise. 

and 

Pa:e 4 o:' 
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can CO:-lSist of 

a. \·!i thi:-1 the frarne~ro::-k of the policy and doct:o.:..:-.e of: ~he 
Gover:1::1ent, the Cou!'lcil shall have the ri?:ht iof dec~ s ~ 0:--. on all 

t ._ ~ .:... i 1 .:... · ~ ' 1 · t .._ 1 t m• • • • ' ~a ver~ perva n ng ~o re~~ona~ aa~ n2s ra~ o~. ~~~s r~gnt ~s 

verJ extensive. It covers seve:r-al major fieids, such as: 

Discussion of the budget and receipts for tr.e 
regional budget._ 

Establis~~ent of pla,s of construction a~d p::-ogra~s 
of public benefit in the region. 

Signing of contracts ~or construction or sup?lY 
of material. 

r~age~ent and protection of public properties. 

Rena~ing and changing limits of districts, qua::-ters, 
coillreunities, cantons, villages, ha~lets, etc. 

i·!ith the exception of a nu."";'lber of r:1atters trhich :::ust '::le 
app!'oved by the Prime I·!inister or the r~!inisters conce~:-.ed t;;.e 
decisions of the Counc~l must be carried out by the Prefec~ of 

·- ·Saigon-Cholon, Provincial Chiefs and I"la.yors l'lithin 15 days. 

b. Regional councils shall further have the ri~ht of control 
over the follo"t·ring matters related to the regional ad:ninistration: 

Implementation of the policies and pla~s of the 
government. 

Administrative accounting on the operation of the 
regional budget. 

Bookkeeping re.cords of the region. 

Actions of the personnel and cadre of various 
echelons in the region, particularly their 
service to the people. 

The Council shall have the right to reco~end the Gove~~ent 
to warn aduir~strative officials in the region if deficiencies 
are noted in the discharge of their functions. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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?urther, nembers of the Council5 must be :::-e~.Je::tcd to 
,._..., __ .. ._.._e·o.,. set up ·o ... .._he gove ..... '-"....,<=>n~ to acr-·•ove .~,..~ :::....., ..... .;,..~ -·w~ ... - .• -'I.IV -.t::~ .:f 4.1 _ .......... - V ··-- "'-'·" .. ~ __ c:;;:...,-!.:;,) •• 

the people and the ad::linistrat::.on in the ::1a.:1age:::e:.-; of the 
inte~sts of the region. 

.:'oin 

T'nis right of control is a vero-J important ~i~!1t ~·rhich ";as not 
we~tioned in th~ previous statutes. 

c. In addition to those rights, the Council s:-.all al::o have 
t~e :::-idht to advise. 

~ne Co~~cils must be cons~lted by the 
Cholon, Province Chiefs a~d City ~~yors on 

PJerect·of Saigon­
the follO'Iling matters: 

Ren~~ng and changing limi~s of provinces. 

Ratifying village budgets less than VN$50~_,000. 

Ifutters pertaining to land, buildint;s a::d practice 
of professions in the region. 

Further, the Councils shall also have the right to make sug­
gestions, recommendations and request on matters of co~~on benefit. 

• to the Prine I1inister, Secretaries, !·~inis~ers and Province Chiefs. 
?nose suggestions, rec~~endations and requests shall be taken 
i:1to consideration by the gover:t.":lent and settled l'Tithin the 
shortest delay. The results of that consideration shall be dis­
se~i~ated to the individuals concerned through· the Permanent 
Offices of the Councils. · 

5. OPERATION 

To-settle expeditiously problems in the region, the Saigon­
Cholon Cou.."lcil, Provincial and I•!unicinal Councils shall be con­
vened once ·every month by their chairmen. These formal sessions 
shall be opened on the second Monday of the month ~~d shall last 
7 days in the Prefecture or 5 days in Cities and Provinces. 
Info~al sessions can· also be held if so requested by the Prefect 
o~ Saigon-Cholon.or Province Chiefs, or I~yors, or half of the 
ce::1bers of the Councils • 

. Each informal session cannot last· more than 3 days in Saigon-

. Cholon, or 2 days in the Provinces and Cities. 

The agendas.or formal ~d informal sessions shall be estab­
lis~ed by the Chairmen of the Councils following notification to 
~~strative authorities. 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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As far as the i!'lte:::-nal or~a'Ylization of th·~ Co~::1cils is cs:~­
c~:-=:ed, the Per::-:~"lent O:'i'ices of Provi::1cial a::d ;.:,.1ni :~.")al co~)~.:::..:.!:: 
.,.;-a-:"; f'Q""'S-1 st o·"' a c· -1 .... -.. a Vi o_r}, • an ., d a c ,..:..."' •• ,.,..., ~ -.J. w •• --- ... - L na ....... a..n, c ....... J.a~rn c;;o.n .... e~_._...,"'"·Y· _ .. 
the case of Saigon-Cholon, 2 commi~sioners shall· be added and 
as~~;:1ed vtith specific missions. Procedures concer:::1in; the o;E:::oa­
tio~ of' the Councils shall be prescribed in detail by the .inte~al 
regulations drafted by, the Councils themselves and subnitted to 
the :'anister of Interior throu.;h the Prefect ·of Saigon-Cholon the 
Province Chiefs or the City mayors, for approval. 

SECTION II 

PROCEDURES OF EL3CTION 

?~e ~e~bers of the Council of Saigon, Cholon, Provincial and 
~~~cipal Councils shall be selected by ballot. In principle, 
all those· voters who fulfill the prescribed conditions shall have 
the ri3ht to go to the polls. · 

Ho~-;ever, in the present situation of the · count:rrJ, citizens 
\'tho livereyond areas controlled by the goverr~-:1ent do not enjoy 
the necessary freedom to select their representatives. Therefore, 
as a~ interL~ measure, elections shall be held only in govern~ent 
-cor.trolled areas, i.e., province and district capitals and areas 
\•rhere regional authorities ca..'"l insure. security for voters. 

No election of Provincial Councils shall be held in the 
province of Con-Son, because of its s~all population. 

~~e elections all over the country are scheduled for Monday 
:':a:r 30, 1965. 

1. PROCEDURES OP 3LSCTION 

The me~bers of the Council of Saigon-Cholon, Provincial and 
I•!unicipal Councils, shall be directly elected by voter, male and 
female, in conformity with the· folloldng procedures : 

a. Saigon City; one time for each district. 

b. Provinces and cities: one time for the whole province 
or ounic.ipality. · 

Each district of Saigon-Cholon, each Province and each city 
shall be an electoral unit. At each unit, voters shall vote a 
nlu!"alitv of cembe!"s out of the prescribed total. There shall b~ 
no question or division into small units, each voting only one 
me~ber and consisting of several quarters~ communities, villages, 
etc.~ as in previous elections. · · 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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The exis";:!.::1; c..d::U.n:!.strati•.'e units a::-e no't divided 
into se\·erc..: elec';ora.l ur.its. In several iYlsta!"lces, 
s1.:ch d!.visio:l '\·;ould apl?ear ::1ore or less arbitrary. 

T"~e vote::-s ca"'l have a '\'1ider choice of ca."1didates on 
the list established for the \·lhole district o~ Saigon 
-Cholcn, fo~ the \··:hole P::-ovince or city, but 'l:lill not 
te restricted to the selection o~ any O!"le ca!"ldid~te. 

I 

T'!'le candidates \-Till not encounteJ difficulties in the 
selection of units for their candidacy, and, once 
elected, they \·rill have much prestige due to their 
wide representation. 

R3S?O!!SI3IL!TIES FOR ORG.h!!IZATION 

Prefects, city ~~yors and Province Chiefs shall be responsible 
fcr.the orgar~zation c~ elections in their localities. 

According to Ar:icle 6 of Decree No. 70-NV dated 4/9/1965, a 
Board shall be set up in·Saigon-Cholon, in each Province or City 
~nth the r.~ssion to exa~ne the list of voters, the list of c~"1di­
dates, and to check tEe returP~ or the election in the locality. 

The Board shall consist of: 

~ne Judge of the Tribunal of First Instance or the 
Justice·or the Peace, or the Justice of the Peace 
\'lith Full Pow·er. If these are not available, a 

·judge design?.ted by the Attorney General •••••••• (Jhairman 

3 officials holding elective functions in the 
Province, or notables representing the voters 
and selected by ballot as authorized by the 
above-centioned judge ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Member 

3 representatives from the Saigon-Cholon City 
Hall, or the Office of the Province Chief or 
the l-hlnicipal Hall •••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Member · 

It is L~portant to note that the number of Board members who 
·represent the voters increases from 1 to 3 as compared to the 
previous stat~te, thus permitting wider repr~sentation or the 
regional population. 

.... 

Board members who represent voters shall be selected, by the 
ballot syste~ as authorized by the Chairman of the Board, among 
those personalities holding elective office in the locali~y, such 
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as :-:~::!'oers of the Saigon-Cholon Council~ !·!unicipal Councils~ Pro­
·:-i:-~::..al Councils, advisOI"'J Councils, Village Popular Councils~ 
.. lilla;e Advisor-J Counc.ils., etc. If no electiv.e menbers are 
ava!.laole, the Chair.-:1an of the Board shall have lots dra\m a~ong 
lo~a:. notables, follo~'ling a list established by the acL'"ninistrative 
au";!".c.ri ties • · 

3. VO!:SRS 

Voters of the Saj,gon-Cholon Council, P:-ovincial and T>'iunicipal 
Co·.:...--:.~ils, -are those male or female Vietna-:1ese citizens who have 
atta:.ned the age of i8 years as of Decemoe~ 31, 1964, have their 
n~e3 on the electoral lists, and hold legal voter cards, except 
·if caprived of ~heir civic rights by the tribunal. · 

Each citizen can have his name entered,in only one electoral 
list. 

' Electoral lists shall be establishe~ by the administrative 
a'.l~::o:-!ties concerned and posted for the first time on April 29, 
19-=5. As for soldiers and the.ir dependents located in military 
ca~~s, their electoral lists shall be set up by their unit com­
=~~ers and sub~tted to the city mayors or district chiefs 
co~cerned ~or approval ~efore being posted. 

Those citizens l'lho have fulfilled conditions ibr voting and 
l-rhose nar..es are or:U.tted or incorre·ctly entered on the lists shall 
have the right. to· protest against such_ or.rl.ssion or error. After 
exa=ination by the Board, the lists shall be posted for the 
seoond t1r.1e on tolay 15, 1965. 

4. CAl~~IDATES 
. . 

Eligible to ruri for the Saigon-Cholon Council, Provincial 
and r~~cipal Councils, are those Gitizens, _male or female, who: 

Have ·been Vietna'"nese citizens continuously since 
· birth; or assumed Vietnamese nationality at least 
five years_ago~ or restored it-three years ago, as 
or the date or application for candidacy. 

Are 25 years old as of the day of election. 

Enjoy all civic rights. 

Were born in Saigon-Cholon, in the Provinces or cities 
concerned, or have resided there for at least 6 
months prior to application for candidacy (not 
necessarily immediately or continuously prior to -
the election). · _ 
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Are in a legal ~ilitary service status. 

Have no ~udicial a;.~ecede~ts~ or are not disquali­
fied by circ~~stances stipulated in Article 15 of 
.Decree No. T)-UV~ especially have not bee:-1 involved 
in any pro-Co:nmunist or pro-neutralist activities. 

The follm-1in;; o.f'i':!.cials shall not be authorized to run within 
the do~ain of executio~ of their functions: 

Prefects, Deputy-?refects, Province Chiefs, Deputy 
Province Chiefs, !·1ayors, Deputy Nayort, Secretaries 
General of City Halls, District Chiefs, Deputy 
District Cr~efs ~~d Assist~~t District Chiefs. 

Magistrates of tribunals of first instance, of 
Justice of the Peace Courts or Justice of the 

. Peace Courts ~zith Extensive Pm-1er. 

Commanders of National·Police units, i'rom Detach­
ment leaders upwards. 

AFRVN Officers ~~d no~-Co~~issioned Officers 
:.-.(.,:..ding :f'unctio:ls as co:n.~anders or assist~"lt 

· cc.~.:nanders of n~)i tar-J zones or armed forces 
un1~s from the co~pany level upward. 

Application shall be filed in at the Saigon-Cholon City Hall, 
Offices of Province Chiefs a."ld I~unicipal Halls on April 29., 1965 
at the latest. Regional a~~inistrative organs have been directed 
to provide all facility to applica"lts and to miP~mize adminis­
trative red-tape so that those applicants can complete their 
records in time • 

As an exa.'Tlple: · in principle, an extract of birth records or 
a substitute for the birth certificate are required. However, if 
those papers cannot be furnished for a legitimate reason (Civil 
status records not established on birth, loss of records, lack of 
certificate of birth, etc.) a copy of the plastic ID card authen­
ticated by administrative authorities should suffice. 

As for the extract of police records, a provisional message 
of the Tribunal should suffice in emergency cases, but this 
message should ·be confirmed later on by a legal slip No. 2. 

. . . . 

The list of candidates shall be posted for the first time on 
April 30, 1965 and for the second time on ~~Y 9, 1965. · 
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The electoral ca~paign shall be o~ganized qn a oasis of 
equality between ca~didates. 

An electoral ca~paign co~~ittee shall be set up at each dis­
trict of Saigon-Cholon, each Province and each city, consisting 
of re~~sentatives of the c~~didates, each candidate being author­
ized ·one representative. The Board shall select its mm Chair:::1an 
to supervise its operatior~ and to co:;1::m:Uc.ate \dth the provinces, 
cities and districts in the organization 4f the electoral campaign. 

The ca'npaign shall begin on Hay 15, i965 at the earliest and 
shall end at_noon_on ¥ay 29, 1965. 

Expenditures for the elections, including the electoral cam­
·paign, shall be charged against the budget of the Saigon-Cholon 
Prefecture, or the Provinces or Cities concerned. 

In the electoral ca~paign, the regional budget shall support 
a n2-"'d.r.n.l.a of VN$0 .50 per vote~ in the electoral unit· for each . 
c~"'ld.id~te. Hm-:ever, the a.~ou.:::.t r.;.3.de availa":Jle for that purpose 
shall not be less thar. \~r~l2,000 or more than VN$40,000 for each 
candida":::.. 

!n case the candidates shall una~mously deem it necessary 
to provide for a larger c~Jpaign fund, the regional budget's 
suppor-: shall not exceed the above limit; the excess shall be 
-born by the candidates themselves. 

In case a candidate \'Iithdrai.-Ts after the electoral list has 
been posted for the second ti:ne, he shall have t.o reimburse the 
regional budget the a"!lount of money spent on his account by.· the 
Ca~paign Board in printing posters and handbills. 

6. .BALLOTS CASTING AND CHECKING PROCEDURES 

As it was stipulated earlier; members of the Saigon-Cholon 
Council, Provincial and ~runicipal Councils shall be elected by 
ballot, and in one time, for a relative majority. Voters shall 
vote together r.1embers of' the entire. unit follo't'ling a ratio pre­
scribed by an ordin~ce of the ~Unister of Interior. 

The one-man one-vote ballot system shall be applied, i.e., 
only the na~e of one c~~didate ~~d his emble~ shall be printed on 
the ballot paper, thus ~aking distinction easier. Candidates 
shall be free to select their o\'m emblems, but shall not use · 
international e~ble~s or symbols of any religion, or odd marks. 
E~blems shall be approved by the Campaign Board. 
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~~e locations o~ the polls shall be prescribed by the Prefect 
-=-~ 2.ai;cn-Cholon, Pr-ovince chiefs or cit:-/ r:1ayors, and shall be 
-~-~'""""ed "-O ......... e pu.bl-1 c at , ~as"- 0"';::> ··ee 1r '"'"T"i o·n '·o "-he ,., AC .... io-~ :;.,._,.....,...._ ... .,._ t., U~J. - -- V -J.- ·' ~ .. 1._J--- V .v • t...-- V ••~• 

~ac~ poll shall be operated oy a·3oa~d co~sisting of a Chlef and 
a:: eYe:n nu::1ber, at least 2, of co:-:unissioners; the Chie:'s of the 
=~a~ds shall be selected by the ?refect of Saigo~-Cholon, Province 
C;.:..~:-s or- City I·1ayors a:nong those who de:nonstrate a serious 
pe~so::ality and fully unde~stand the election law. Commissioners 
shall be those among voters present at the onset of the vote who 
a:-e ~equested by the chief of the Board to pe3:rticipate in his 
-~---~zat~o~ ' '-'- ~~ .. ..~. ... .. . \ 

Each ca~didate shall have the right to send an observer to 
t::e· poll as t<Iitness ~ The observer shall hold a~ attestation issued 
:~o by the candidate and authenticated by the administrative 
a~t~orities. ~~e observer can reouest the Chief of the Board to 
~e~tion protests, if any, in the ~epo=t of the Board. 

. . 
Befo~e!carrying out its duties, the Board and the personnel 

o~ the poll as well as all the personnel responsible for the 
o~g~~ization of the election shall take an oath. 

The voting shall begin at 8 a.m. ~~d shall end at 4 p.m • 

.=.acn · --)te:- shall vote for the n1;:71ber of members -ores cri bed 
.:o .... ..,. ... ~.,e u-n-" ··- 'T'~~us· ~T~ .... -el"' "'r. -'-'"'"' ""Ol, e-c·n vof-er s·n· all SA1 ACt a - ...,_ !., :. ... • ..- " • .... .;. ... z :. ! • -. -·. ..., .... - \.J ...;_ .. d. ~ ..., • - ..... - ..... 

:-.~~~:::e:- of ballots cor.res'JO:l-:ii~z -co the nur:1be"!:' of :ne:!lbe:rs in the 
~.:.,:.-:, t!'le:-1 nut them i:~Tto a:.'1 e::.velone ~·:l'".ich shall then be drooped 
=-~~o t~e ballot box. For instance: if the number o£ members in 
a province is 9, the voters in that province shall select 9 ballots 
~d put them in an envelope be~ore dropping it.into the.ballot box. 

Tne checking of ballots shall be effect openly at the poll . 
G..'"ld upon completion of the ballotting. 

Each _electoral-unit shall have a central poll. The Board in 
c~a:rge of this poll shall consist gf a Chief of the Board and an 
even number (at least 4) of commissioners. The Board in charge 
of the central poll shall consolidate the ·results or the check,_­
establish a report ror the whole unit then post the temporary 
returns of the unit. 

Those candidates who obtain most votes shall .be declared 
elected. In case of equality or votes, the senior in age shall-

· be declared elected. 

The Council described in Article 6·or Decree No. 70-NV shall 
- check the returns of the election in every area or its jurisdiction, · 
shall announce the final returns on June 3, 1965 and forward the 
repdrt to the ~anistry of Interior through the Prefect of Saigon-

- Cholon, the Provincial Chiefs or the City Hayors. 
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7.~e final returns of the elections shall be ratified by 
:>r':lina."'lce of the I-linister of Interior. -· 
7. PROTESTS 

Candidates and vote~s in each electoral unit shall have the 
~ight to protest over the illegality of the elections. Protests 
shall specify reasons and shall be lodged at the office of the 
~~ai~an of the Board, as desc~ioed in Article 6 of Decree No. 
70-!N, on June 2, 1965 at the latest for further transmission 
to ~he ad~nistrative T~ibur-al and for trial by the State Council 
in ease of appeal. 

Any violations against freedom and sincerity in the elections· 
. shall be punished in confo!"mity \'lith the provisions of Decree No. 
13/64 dated July 8, 1964. Protests against such violations shall 
oe ex~ned by Tribunals o~ First Instance or Justice of the 
. Peace Courts with Extensive Por:er. 

· The elections of the Sa~gon-Cholon Prefectural Council, Pro­
vincial and Municipal Councils, confirm-the Government's will to 
~plenent democracy in acco~ance ~dth principles and criteria 
s~sceptible to help those e~ective organs contribute effectively 
to the operation of regional a~~nistrative organisms • 

. To insure success of .these elections, it is basically 
i=portant to e~phasize the ca~paigning. effort to promote active 
pa~icipation of the people in the elections. 

First of all, the de~ocratic character of the Councils to 
be estab]Shed and their i~po=ta.~t roles in the management of the 
co~on interests of fhe people in the region should be widely 
explained. 

Besides, in orde:- to encourage as many people as possible'· 
to run for the elections, ~t is necessary to emphasize the pro­
bress::. veness of the :::te~·r stat~tes as compared to the old ones, 
particula:-ly ;·lith re;;a.rd to the follm.z-ing poi.~ts: 

1. The Saigon-Cnolon Prefectural Council, Provincial and 
~·:u."licipal Councils, shall dispose of more power than before, 
particularly in the control of the regional administration. 
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2. I•!embers o: those Councils can cumulate any elective 
o~rices; especially~ they can run ror the National Con6ress. 

3. The rr.embe:::-s' allot·rances and comnensations shall be 
increased to be co::r.:ensu::-ate '\"lith their ·heavy responsibilities. 

It is the duty of the cadre personnel of various echelons · 
to =ooilize all resou:::-ces and ~ea~s to effectively car~J out the 
task of develop~ent ot democracy conforming to the government's 
pla'"l or action. 
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