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After 1315 shelling of palace (nine rounds 81 mm mortar), heavy

fighting developed 28 April between Binh Xuyen and VNA areas

Y bridge, power plant, Petrus KY Lycee and Favj headquarters.

Light contracts elsewhere. VNA, after Diem notification to Ely

he had no choice but return fire, began flring mortars and

some 105 mm artillery principally in Y bridge area. This

action started flres that area which due to wind and inability C

fire department act durlng battle quickly spread into major >

conflagration (at 1800 these fires appeared under control). No )
\
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7&\ since comments not coordinated with other Saigon agencies.

information on casualties other than-French military suffered
two or three wounded in action who were guarding power plant.
Detalls relative fire fights this date to follow.
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.+ Comments: Heavy flghting localized and only isolated 1ncidents CQ\S
v in European sector. Not known 1f French plan intervene or 1f <
.- French plan added protectlon European sector other than troop
. alerts already ordered. a
" s Flghting died down vicinlty power plant approximately 1800 \\\\\
%;; lending support to unconfirmed rumor that VNA has 1lssued orders 41'
«~ % to cease firlng probably to permlt flre department fight flires \
< that vicinity. Further incidents expected during night could N
® result 1n resumptlion fighting. o
ARMA belleves any US actlons at this time which could by 1

inference indicate lessening support for legal government current o
fighting within cilty would be fetal to Diem Government and US
prestige here.
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T pim A conslders highly llkely that French efforts at interwemtion en

4 in]area of heavy fighting (outside European sector) could well Eg

: regult in VNA-French millitary clash. Do not downgrade. BO
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