
CoNFERENCE ON VIETNAM, 
1961-1964 

A conference on "Vietnam: The 
Early Decisions" will be held at the LBJ 
Library in Austin, Texas, October 15-
17, 1993. 

Focusing on the years 1961-1964, the 
conference will examine the early 
decisions on Vietnam against the gen­
eral background of the Cold War and the 
immediate pressure of both the turmoil 
in Vietnam and the presidential transi­
tion in the United States. 

Since the 1960s, the transition from 
JFK to LBJ has attracted a great deal of 
attention. But it is only now , with 
sufficient access to archival materials, 
that scholars can examine this crucial 
period in depth and illuminate its impact 
on U.S . policy in Vietnam. Lyndon 
Johnson became president at a critical 
moment in the Vietnam War. Ngo Dinh 
Diem had just been overthrown, and the 
situation in South Vietnam was highly 
fluid. Johnson's early decisions commit­
ted the United States to the survival of 
the new regime in Saigon . 

What key factors shaped John so n's 
Vietnam policies during his first year in 
office? Did his decisions reverse 
Kennedy's policies? How did the as­
sumptions and boundaries of Cold War 
thinking influence Kennedy , Johnson, 
and their advisers? In exploring these 
and other issues, "Vietnam: The Early 
Decisions" should stir wide interest 
among sc holars and the public at large. 
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