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The intensity of concern and debate over the war in Vietnam has led to im­
passioned pleadings and a great wealth of polemical literature. Special interest 
~groups and pu]>lic relations managers have organized innumerable action comm.it.tees, 
and these in turn have provil.ded reading lists for the American public. Some of 
these are presented in the guise of being objective and scholarly background 
reading when-in fact they constitute weighted· selections for special pleading. 

An example of the type of unbaJ.anced special pleading involved is con­
tained in the "Selected Bibli-ography" in· the Report Prepared for the American. 
Friends Service CODIII.ittee entitled Peace in Vietnam: A New AJ?P!'oach in Southeast 
!!!!_(New York, Hill and Wang, 1966), ll2 pp. The bibliography, like the :Polemic 
to which it is appended, is a disturbing example of. 1;;he manner in which a charade 
can be presented in the name of objectivity. The bibliography lists, for example, 
the, latest book by Wilfred G_. Burchett, which it correctly labels as "pro-Com­
munist," but then goes on to state that it "incorpo~tes' an interesting account of 
the L!beration Front." Given Burchett's background, his distortions, and his 
queationable honesty, it is hard to believe that no words of extra caution are • 
thrown in. But that aside, if the biblipgraphy is the fair arid open-minded ap­
proach which we ·should expect from the American Friends Service CODIII.ittee, and if· 
the special pleadings of Burchett are included, we would naturally expect scae 
relevant documents or works to s.et against Burchett's Communist line. Not one 
publication of the United States Government is included. Nor in the 29 works 
listed is there a single work by any of the many scholars who support the United 
states policies in Southeast Asia. This is a sobering example indeed of the type 
of special pleading which the war in Vietnam has evoked. It is an example, too, 
of the willingness of scholars to push aside their principles of academic honesty 
when they become causbt up in political polemics. 

The list of books which follows, while by no means exhaustive, does in­
elude works which span the spectrum of positions on the conflict in Vietnam. It 
includes many which are "must" reading for the. intelligent citizen wbo wishes 
to have a solidly based opinion on the complex issues involved. There is no sub­
stitute for digging into the background and the facts. While the annotations are 
brief, a.n attempt is made to indicate the general slant of each work and its 

·major contributions to Understanding. 
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Americ~ rri~nds .Service Committee Vietnam. WorltinS Party~ Peace -in !ietna; . 
.. · A· New AP!toach in Southsast Asia ·(New York, Hi~ and. wang .• 196 ) • 1:12pp.· 

\ 

• - ( J 

An example of a polemic directed against United States involve~nt P1· 
East Asia, this "Report" presents a synthesis ot arguments in the guise 
ot objectivity but without any counterbalancing explanations.· Its 
treatment of the. role ot Communist China 'is. particularly biased,, in~ 
sisting aaainst documentary evidence available to the contrary that the.· 
Mao regi.W! has· adopted a policy of non-interference :i:n the -countries 
along China• s borders.. · 

Asian Survey, "Vietnam.: A special: Issue" (Berkeley, University ot Calito,rnia, 
August 1967), pp. 501-596. 

Papers presented by America's top experts on Vietnam at a conference in 
Wisconsin, Mq 14-15, 1967. This issue ot an important monthly publiea- · 
tion contains up-to-date perspectives on problems and changes in Vietnam 
in sol,id, scholarly format. ·· · 
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Bain, Chester A-., Vietnam:' The Roots of Conflict· (ll;pgl.ewood Cliffs, PJ:-entice-HaU', .,_, 
1967)' 184pp. ' ' . 

A thoroughly researched and docUmented vol\une. by an •rican vi.th a wealth 
of experience in .Vietnam. It covers. early history and. most recent d-eveloP­
ments, and includes a usetul annotated bibliogr_aphy. 

Burchett, WUtred G. , Vietnam:· Inside Story of the GUerrilla War '(New Yor-kl 
International Publishers, 1965), 253pp. ' · . · 

A valume by a pro-Communist Australian jourD&list with access to _top 
Vietnaraese Communist leaders. A good pJ,.&ce t'o t.urn ·tor the of'tic·ial. 
Communist interpretation of events in Vietnam and for the suerrilla 
struggle as see~ tqrougn the eyes of the Viet Cong. 

Buttinger, 'Joseph, Vietnam: A Dragon Embattled (New York, Praeger, 1~67), 
2 vola., 1,352pp. 

A definitive scholarly" work dealing with Vietnam traa the turn of the 
. century up to the end of French ·rule. 
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Crozier, Brian, South-East Asia in Turmoil (Baltimore, Penguin ·Bpoks, 1965) , 206pp. 

The book is organized around two principal themes: the. interaction of 
nationalism and communism in Southeast Asia, and .the aggressiveness of 
North Vietnam and Indonesia. ' . 

Fall, Bernard, The Tvo Viet-Nama, 2nd eeL rev. (New York, Praeger, 1967), -507pp~ 

A detailed background studY of political development in Vietuam and 
the course. ot the insurgency, with sketches of leading personalitie~. 

'Fci, Bernard B., Viet-lfam Witness: 1953-66 ·(Nel( York, Praeger, 1966), 363pp. 

A collection ot 26 articles published crier a 14 year period by otLe of tqe • ·· 
most 'versatile observe:rs of the scene i,n .Vietnam. They shc:Jv'the late-. 

· PrQtessor FaJ.l Jilo'ting f'r.9Jil the position taken in his earlier ~rks ~ 
\ . :~ ;. ' ' i " 't '/ • 1 • - '. • ' 
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A scholarly study of American <U,.plcDatic and security _involvement in Southeast 
Asia prepared while the author was a f'ellow at the Council on Foreign Rela­
tions. Inyal.uable for background on current ~eric an policies. 

Goodwin, Richard N., Tri~ or Tragedy:· Reflections on Vietnam (New York, 
, Random House, ~966) . 1 3pp. 

Goodwin, a Kennedy insider, argues that withdrawal from Vietnam is intolerable 
as an alternative "until we achieve a resolution that does not involve 

·.American deteat." 

-:Gordon~ Bernard K., 1'he Dimensions of Conflict in Southeast Asia (Englewood Cliffs, 
Prentice-Hall, 1966), 20lpp. 

A concise and valuable introduction to the problems of foreign policy, 
security, regionalism, and development in Southeast Asia. Useful for 
putting the Vietnamese cOiifli_ct into a regional setting. 

Hammer, Ellen, Vietnam Yesterday and TodpY (Ne-w York,- Holt,- Rinehart, and 
Winston, 19b6) , 2S2pp. _ -

A general introduction to Vietnam and its problems by one of the first 
.Americ~ students_ of the politics of the area. 

l . -

Hoang, Van Chi, From Colonialism to Communism (New York, Praeger, 1964), 252pp. 

A detailed study of the Communist surge to power, by a former associate of 
- Ho Chi Minh and a tormei- Viet Minh leader, which documents the totali­

tarian_ nature of the Borth Vietnamese Communist regi.Die. 

Kabin, George MeT., and Levis, John w., The United States in Vietnam (lfew York, 
- Dial, 1967), 465pp. 

Two. Cornell professors argue against the United States policy in Vietnam and 
attempt to provide relevant background f.acts far the uniror.med American leader. -

- - -----

I.acouture, Jean, Vietnam: Between Two Truces {New York, _Random House, 1966), 295pp • 

A study by one··oi the leading French authorities on Vietnam. Critical of 
-American policies, it brings out clearly some of the problems of regional 
divisions in the South. -

llighswonger, William A. , Rural Pacification in Vietnam (New York, Praeger, 
1966) , 3t.Opp. 

A critical survey of American efforts at pacification and a deiineation of 
the problems of rural-division and eontrol in Vietnam. 

Pike, Douglas, Viet Co The Or anization and Techni ues of the National Libera-
ti'on Front or South· Vietnam Cambridge , M. I. T • Press, l , 90pp. 

'\ 

A thorough and highly detailed study.· of- the National Liberation Front, with' 
.--. -an '~Uent analysis of COIIIIIlUDist united troat techniques~. An important 
1 'V"'lume· tor those who-rial( to understand Cgmnnn:ht el.&:ims 'that tbe Liberation 

J , -' Front- rep!-~se.)ts the-l_~opl:e in South Vietnam~1 . 
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Rqs Sibnarqans' Vietnam Seen. hbm kst and West {BeY Y~9 l'rae~er.: '19~}~ i9~;>fh_, 
. . ~·· ~.- . , .· .... · __ v ,_·-·· ,··i · _.· ·· .. ·:·_ ... · ... _'\ .. i·-~~t.:•_-~{·_· .. 

The central.theme is the .crisis in V~et~am •. 'But the essqs included _e'~;-a.. -~- _ .<t·.· . 
wider range a£ reJ.ated issues: Caimwnist .. strate8J and tae~ics ;' other caa.-·. __ . '\·,~s 

· munist insurgenciess and the 'role of democratic countries in 'SoutJleast Asia.·-~·-. "•;,'!;'. 

Scigliano, Robert, South Vie~:- Natitin Under Stress (Bost~li~- Houghton -~ttla·;>: <:r{i~-
1963), 2?7pp. . . . ' . 

- '::. ·:! J-~ ~ 

A stuey of the .tfrst decade ot the South Vietnamese re~ublic , w1 th ~ tnslshts ~ : .·:~--\~,~~ 
into the problems ot development, the difficulties· controntiilg the- American · 
aid programs and- -a particular]¥ goOd treatment of -the iliurge1;1cy proltlea._ ;-.. ;·/-~ ;;;: 

Professor Scigiiano •otters ·valuable anal:ysis of some of the ear_}¥ msta~tes · _ ' __ ' .· · .. _"._.'.-· ·_·_.;~.·--~_-·.:_f_:._'_, __ · 
anc:i ·shortcomings of· bot:tl American . and Vietnam-ese progr_ams. · .. - : __ , 

•/ 

Scalapino, Robert· A. - (ed. ) , The COIIDlllnist Revolution in Asia: Tactics , ' Goals 
and Achievements (Englewood Clit'fs, Pre~ice Hell,- 1965) , _ 4o5pp. . 

A volume of basic background readings by leading scholars -of COJilllUnist 
strategy in Asia, with key essays setting the struggle in Vietnam in 
its. overall context. · 

Shaplens Ro"Pert~ 'J;'he Los Revolution (!lev York, Harper and Row, 196-5), 404m_,. 
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A journalist•.s highl.y critical assessment o~ the United States role·· in.Viet'n&m..-. 
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~aringen, J:{odger, and , Rolph, Hammond, Cnmupi sm in Yietpam: . A Documenta.q 
· ·Study (Chicago, American Bar ASsOciatiqn, i967.), 194pp •. • \ I~ 

., . 

A study produced for the American Bar Association•.s Committee on·Educa.tion, 
about CODIIIIUilism b;y two well-known studeilts of COIIIIIWlism .in Asic:L. This · 
short volume translates and reproduces capt~ed Viet Cong 4ocuments ex­
posing the Communist strateSY ot vio~ence and the extent of direction of 

· the war fran North Vietnam. · - . _ . · 
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One of the best analyses of C0111mtni$t strategy of "wars of ~tional liberation." ' ' 'L,-· 
A basic source. for understanding the nature of the struggle in Vietnam. _,· -~ .. ,· :; 

Tallham, G. K.', and others, The Qui~t War (New York, Praeger, ·1966) • _150pp .. '" 

The book illustrates American contributiqns to .the economic, social~ 8.Dd 
political developme~t ot South Vietnam under trying va,rtime _conditions. 

'fanham, George K. , and others , War Without GunS (N~w York. Praeger, 1966) , l41PP. 

.-. 
.· -, . >".~i~~ 
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Americans involved in rural pacification and econanic assis'tance ·in Vietnam .·: :·;_,.-Jt~~ 
explain Salle Of tbeir problems aJid experienceS in the non-military .S~e:t'e '., ; ·; ;I•; 
ot operations • · . : . :_ ;}' ··y~~-~ 

Thaapson, Sir Robert, Defeating Communist ~nsurgen.ez (Bew~-1ork, Praeger,' ~966) .J.i~~)-·'~ ;f.:~ 
- - • , . . '. , . ·. . . , , ' •. , I' . , 'T, ~--· ' ":' .. ~.:~~k 

A. discussion of the pr~bl~ _ ot dealing vi~ gueriil.la CCIIIIIlUDiSm in. Ma.la¥&. · .. · · :. · . ~ ,;~;.: ·j:; 
. ,, . and Vietnam by Britain's leading authority- on the subject. -- · ' · :·., :. -~- · ·<~ 
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. Trager~ Frani H.~ Why Vietnam? (Bew York, Praeger, ~966), 238pp. 

Attempts a c~ear and logical presentation o.t the facts of American involve­
ment in Vietnam, the nature of the conflict, and the ramifications of 
alternative courses of action. 

United States Department of State, A Threat to the Peace: North Viet-Nam's 
Efforts to Conquer South Viet-Nam (Washington, Government Printing Office, 
December 1966) , Part I, 53pp; Part II, 102pp. 

The first and most important Department of State "White Paper" on Vietnam. 
Part I consists of analysis and Part II of documents. A basic source· for 
underst.anding the United States position on the struggle in Vietnam. 

United States Department M' State, ession from the North: The Record of 
North Viet-Nam's C!JDPaign to Conquer South Viet-Nam Washington, Government 
Printing Office, February 1965), bhpp. _ · 

An up-dating of the 1961-"White Paper" which critics ·or United States 
policies in Vietnam felt presented ~ttle that was new. 

United States Senate, Committee oa Foreign Relations, Backfijound Information 
_ RelatiM to Southeast Asia and vietnam, 3rd rev. ed. Washington, Government 

Printing Office, July 1967}, 308pp. · · 

A valuable collection of key statements and documents together with a 
chronology. 

II 

In addition to the books listed above, the following fifteen periodicals haVe 
special value for following current developments in Vietnam. 

Asian Survey. A monthly pub~cation of the Institute of International studies at 
the University of California, Berkeley. It contains valuable short articles 
dealing with current problems in Asia. 

Atlas. A monthly journal which reprints significant materials from the world 
press for American readers. Articles are translated from many languages , 
including occasional pieces from North Vietnam. 

China llews Ana.Izsis. A weekly newsletter pub~shed . in Hong Kong, with a regular 
quuterly issue on North Vietnam by P. J. Honey. An essential source for 
the analysis of developments in Commuriist China as they relate to Vietnam. 

China Qu&rter1y. A British publication devoted primarily to contemporary China 
but with important articles and reviews on Vietnam. 

Department of State Bulletin. A weekly source for official statements and docu­
ments of the United States government. 

Foreign Affairs. The leading popular quarterly dea~ng with the substantive 
issues of international relations. This journal. contains valuable 
bib~iographic and documents sections • 
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Journal of Asian Studies. A quarterly publication .ot the AssociatiOn ot Asian .. ·· 
Studies, containing scholarly articles and important critical reviews. · . ' . ' 

Orbis. A quart~rly Journal devoted to vorl~ att:airs and cont~ary 
strategy, published by· the Foreign Po~cy Research Institute ot the 
University ot Pennsylva.Dia. 

Pacific Affairs. A scholarly quarterly' prodl1Ced at the University o:f' British 
Columbia in· Vancouver s wi-th valuable articles and reviews. · · 

Peking Review. A weekly publication presenting-Peking's interpretatiohs o:f' 
events , and frequently reproducing documents :f'rom North Vietnam and the 
National Liberation Front. 

Problems o:f' Communism. A bi-monthly publication ; cit the United States Itltormation · 
Agency which has established a reputation tor solid schol.a.J'ship, . and which-
frequently carries articles and reviews dealing with South~ast ~ia. · 

The Reporter. 
issues. 

A leading American journal tr~ating political and foreign poliey 
Especially usef'Ul on Vietnam :f'or the articles of Denis Warner. 

Viet-Nam Information Notes. An important occasional.· publication of. the Otfiee 
o:f' Media_ Services , Bureau o:f' Public .Aff.airs , Department of State, containing 
up-to-date analyses of current developments in Vietnam • 

. Vietnam Perspectives. A quarterly publication ~f the American Friends .of . 
Vietnam, which· supports the United States commitment· to the RepubliC. of_ _ 
Vi~tnam. 

World Marxist Review. An English monthlY which gives Moscow-inspired inter­
pretations of current· developments in the world ~1st movement. A 
good source for Soviet views on Vietnam. 
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