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: The intensity of concern and debate over the war in Vietnam has led to im-

! passioned pleadings and a great wealth of polemical literature. Special interest
-+ groups and public relations managers have organized innumerable action committees,

R . and these in turn have prowided reading lists for the American public. Some of

L these are presented in the guise of being objective and scholarly background

- reading when-in fact they constitute weighted selections for special pleading.

An example of the type of unbalanced special pleading involved is con-
tained in the "Selected Bibliography" in the Report Prepared for the American.
. Friends Service Coqmittee entitled Peace in Vietnam: A New Approach.in Southeast
& Asia (New York, Hill and Wang, 1966), 112 pp. The bibliography, like the polemic
+ - to which it is appended, is a disturbing example of the mfnner in which a charade
o > can be presented in the name of objJectivity. The bibliography lists, for example,
the latest book by Wilfred G. Burchett, which it correctly labels as "pro-Com-
munist,” but then goes on to state that it "incorpomates' an interesting account of
the Ldberatlon Front." Given Burchett's background, his distortions, and his
- questionable honesty, it is hard to believe that no words of extra caution are.
N thrown in. But that aside, if the bibliography is the fair and open-minded ap-
proach which we should expect from the American Friends Service Committee, and if-
the special pleadings of Burchett are included, we would naturally expect some
. relevant documents or works to set against Burchett's Communist line. Not one
publication of the United States Government is included. Nor in the 29 works
listed is there a single work by any of the many scholars who support the United
States policies in Southeast Asia. This is a sobering example indeed of the type
of special pleading which the war in Vietnam has evoked. It is an example, too,
B of the willingness of scholars to push aside their principles of academic honesty
T ~ when they become caught up in political polemics.

B

= ‘ The list of books which follows, while by no means exhaustive, does in-
- clude works which span the spectrum of positions on the conflict in Vietnam. It
includes many which are "must" reading for the intelligent citizen who wishes
to have a solidly based opinion on the complex issues involved. There is no sub-
stitute for digging into the background and the facts. While the annotations are
brief, an attempt is made to indicate the general slant of each work and its
/maJor contributions to understanding.



Asian Survey, "Vietnam: A Special Issue" (Berkeley, University of Caliqunia, - f;;;vﬁ;

" Bain,. Chester A., Vietnam: The Roots of Confllct (Englewood Cliffs Prentiee-ﬂa.ll.' _‘ \

‘Fall, Bernard B., Viet-Nam Witness: 1953-66 (New York, Praeger, 1966), 363pp. .

American Friends Service Committee Vietnan Working Perty, Pesce in gietnam ‘ .' e

A New Approach in Southgast Asia (New York, Hill and Wang, 1966) , Ilpr

An exa.mple of a polemic directed a.geinst United States involvement in S
East Asia, this "Report" presents a synthesig of arguments in the guise o o

of objectivity but without any counterbalancing explanations. Its ‘

treatment of the role of Communist China‘is. particularly biased, in- - .

sisting against documentary evidence available to the contrary. that the.- .

Mao regime has adopted a policy of non—mterference in the countries - -
along China's borders.. . o

August 1967), pp. 501-596.

Papers presented by America's top experts on Vietnam a.t a conference in _
Wisconsin, May 1b4-15, 1967. This issue of an important monthly publiea-

tion contains up-to-date perspectives on pro‘blems and changes in Vietnam
in solid, scholarly format. '

"1967), 18Lpp.

A thoroughly researched and documented volume by an' American with a wealth
of experience in Vietnam. It covers early history and most recent develop-
ments, and includes a useful annotated ‘oibliography

Burchett, Wilfred G., Vietnam: _Inside Story of the Guerrille War (New York, . - ., "
International Publishers, 1965), 253pp. , , oo

A volume by a pro-Conmu.nist Australian journalist with access to top SRR
Vietnemese Communist leaders. A good place to turn far the official : S
Communist interpretation of events in Vietnam and for the guerrilla | o R
struggle as seen through the eyes of the Viet Cong. ‘ R,

Buttinger, Joseph, Vietnam: A Dra.gon I:hnbattled (Rew York, Pra.eger 1967) : IR
2 vols., 1,352pp. \ S o - S

A definitive scholarly work dea.ling with Vietnam from the ‘turn of the . R L
- century up to the end of French rule. ‘ S |

Crozier, Bria.n, South-East Asid in Turmoil (Baltimore Penguin ‘Books , 1965) 206pp. -

The book is organized around two principal themes- the interaction of Doy
‘nationalism and communism in Southeast Asia, and the aggressivenees o; S v
North Vietnam and Indonesla. ' A

Fall, Bernard, The Two Viet-Nams, 2nd ed. rev. (New York, Praeger, 1967), 507Tpp.

. ~ . . , s 1 N
A detailed background study of political development in Vietpam and
the course of the insurgency, with sketches of leading personalities.

A collection of 26 articles published ofer a 1l year perioé} by one ‘of: the .-
most versatile observers of the scene in Vietnam. They show the late.,
. Professor PFall moving from the position taken in his earlier works.




Fiﬁ’ld Russell H., Smxthea.st Asia 1n United States Policy (New York, Praeger,
1963) "k88pp. ' A

A scholsrly study of American diplomatic and security involvement in Southeast
. Asia prepa.red while the author was a fellow at the Council on Foreign Rela-
~tionms. Inva.luable for background on current America.n policies.

Goodwin, ‘Richard N. R Tr or Tragedy: Reflections on Vietnam (New York,
. Random House, 1 ~143pp. '

Goodwin, ‘& Kennedy insider, argues that withdrawal from Vietnam is intolerable
. as an alternative "until we achieve a resolution that does not involve
“American defeat."

Gordon Bernard K., The Dimensions of Conflict in Southeast Asia (Englewood Cliffs,
Preutice-Hall '19€6), 201pp. >

‘A concise and valuable introduction to the problems of foreign policy,
security, regionalism, and development in Southeast Asia. Useful for
putting the Vietnamese conflict into a regional setting.

Bammer Ellen, Vietnam Yesterday and Today (New York Holt , Rineha.rt and
w:mston 1966), 282pp.

A general mtroduction to Vietnam and its problems by one of the first
American students of the ‘politics of the area.

 Hoang, Van Chi, Fram Colonialism to Communism (New York, Praeger, 196h), 252pp.

A detailed study of the Communist surge to power, by a former associate of
~Ho Chi Minh and a former Viet Minh leader, which documents the totali~
tarian nature of the North Vietnamese Communist reginie

Kal;un, George McT., and Lewis, John W., The United States in Vietnam (New York,
Dial, 1967), k65pp.

Pwo. Cornell p:_:-ofessors argue against the United States policy in Vietnam and
attempt to provide relevant background facts for the uniformed Americaxi 2ea.der./

Lacouture, Jean, Vietnam: Between Two Truceg (New York » Random House, 1966), 295pp.

A study by one of the leading Frénch authorities on Vietnam. Critical of
“American policies, it brings out clearly some of the problems of reg1ona.1
dins:.ons in the South.

Nighswonger William A., Rural Pacification in Vietnam (New York, Pra.eger,
© 1966), 3kopp.

A critical survey of- American efforts at pacification and a deiineation of
the problems of rural’ d.rns:.on and control in Vietnam.

Douglas Viet Cong: The Organization and Techniques of the Na.tional Libera-
tion Front of South Vietnam Ca.mbridge M.I.T. Press, 19 90pp.

A thorough and highly detailed study.of the National Liberation Front, with°
-an excellent analysis of Communist united fromt techniques. An important

'a ‘volume' for those who wisk' to understand Cammunist claims that the Liberation
Front represeﬁta the people in South Vietna.m -

W ot
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. Tanhem, George K., Communist Revoluti

: Ta.nhsm, G K., and others, The Quiet War (New York, Praeger -1966) , 150pp.

Raar, Sibna.raya.n, Vietnan Seen rrbm Eest snd West (Hew York,, Preeger, 1965) 19299

The centra.l theme is the crisis in Vietnam.,‘ But he essays ineluded éover e
wider range of related issues: Communist strategy and tac icsy other Com=
- munist insurgencies, and the ~role of denocratic countries n Southeast Asia._

Scigliano, Robert, South Vietnam Nation Under Stress (Boston, Houghton Mifﬂin
1963) 227pp.

[

‘A study of the first decade of the South Vietnamese republic with' insights .
into the problems of development the difficulties’ confronting the American
aid program, and-a perticularly good treatment of the iﬂsurgency problem..
Professor Scigliano offers valusble analysis of some of the early mistakes
and shortcomings of both America.n and Vietnamese programs. AR ,
Scalapino, Robert A. (ed.), 'I‘he Comminist Revolution in Asia: TPactics, Goals . s
and Achievements (Englewood Clirfs, Prentice Ha.ll 1965T hospp ST

A volume of basic bsckground readings by 1eading scholars of Ccmmmist

strategy in Asia, with key essays setting the struggle in Vietnam in D
its overall comtext. , i , . T

Shaplen, Robert The Los Revolution (New York, Harper and Row, 1965), hohpp. o

A Journalist's highly critica.l assessment of the United States role in ’Vietnam ,

" Swearingen Rodger, and Rolph Hammond, W _A Documentary

Study (Chicago, American Bar Association, 1967), 19kpp. .

A study produced for the American Bar Association s Comittee on’ Education. w7
about Conmunism by two well-known students of: Communism in Asia. This - ER
short volume translates and reproduces captu;red Viet Cong documents ex-
posing the Communist strategy of violence and the extent of direction of

' the war from North Vietmam. -

waxfafe: The Vietmiﬁh in In kochin

(New York, Praeger, 1961), 166pp.

One of the best analyses of Com:mist strateg of "wars of national libers.tion.
E A bssic source for understanding the nature of the struggle in Vietnam. ORI

The boak illustrates American contribntions to.the economic, socialj and = -+
political development of South Vietnam under trying vartime conditions. T

: Tanham, George K., and others War Without Guns (New York, Praeger, 1966) 1h1pp. :

Americans involved in rural paclfication and economic a.ssistance in Vie'tnan
explain some of their problems and expenences in the non—military sphere
of operations. _ _ ,/ . . v

Thanpson, Sir Robert DefeatinLComunist Insurgen 1ICY (Kev York, Praeger, 1956) ,171PI3 :

A discussion of the problems of dealing with guerx‘ina commmism m uaia,ya.
end Vietnam by Britain's leading authority on. the subject. -




. Trager, Frank N., ¥hy Vietnam? (New York, Praeger,‘l966), 238pp.

Attempts a clear and logieal presentation of the facts of American involve-
ment in Vietnam, the nature of the conflict, and the ramifications of
alternative courses of action.

United States Department of State, A Threat to the Peace: North Viet-Nam's
Efforts to Conquer South Viet-Nam (Washington, Government Printing Office,
December 1966), Part I, 53pp; Part II, 102pp.

- The first and most important Department of State "White Paper"” on Vietnam.
Part I consists of analysis and Part II of documents. A basic source for
"underspanding the United States position'dn the struggle in Vietnam.

United States Department df State, 5553e551on from the North: The Record of
North Viet-Nam's Campaign to Conguer South Vlet-Nam‘(ﬁashington Government
Printing Office, February 1965), Aghpp.e

An up-dating of the 1961 "White Paper" which critics of United States
pqlicies in Vietnam felt presented little that was new.

United States Senate, Committee om Foreign Relations, Background Information
Relating to Southeast Asia and Vietnam, 3rd rev. ed. (whshlngton, Government
Printing Office, July 1967), 308pp.

A valuable collection of key statements and documents together with a
chronology. -
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In addition to the books listed above, the follow1ng fifteen periodicals have
spec1al value for following current developments in Vietnam. :

Asian Survey. A monthly publication of the Institute of International Studies at
the University of California, Berkeley. It contains valuable short articles
dealing with current problems in Asia. : :

Atlas. A monthly journel which reprints significaﬁi materials from the world
press for American readers. Articles are translated from many langueges,
including occasional pieces from North Vietnam.

China News Analysis. A weekly newsletter published in Hong Kong, with a regular
quarterly issue on North Vietnam by P. J. Honey. An essential source for
the analysis of developments in Commuriist China as they relate to Vietnam.

China Quarterly. A British publication devoted primarily to contemporary China
but with important articles and reviews on Vietnam.

Department of State Bulletin. A weekly source for official statements and docu-
ments of the United States government,

Foreign Affairs. The leading popular quarterly dealing with the substantive
issues of international relations. This journal contains valuable
bzbllographic and documents sections.
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Journal of Asian Siudies. A qua.rterly publication of the Assbcia.tion of Asia.n"; N
Sturhes containing scholarly articles and important eritical rev:ie'ws L

Orbis. A quarterly journal devoted to world affairs and contempora:y R e
: strategy, published by the Foreign Policy Research Institute of t.he S A
Umvers;ty of Pennsylvania. S . _ S ERE

Pacific Affairs. A scholarly. quarterly produced at the Univers:.ty of Britlsh ]

Columbia in Vancouver, with valuable articles and reviews. , S S

Peking Review. A weekly publication presenting Peking's interpretatioﬁs of
events, and frequently reproduc:.ng documents from North Vietnam a.nd the
Na.tlona.l Libera.tion Front,

t

Problems of Comunism. A bl-monthly publication ‘of the United States Infomation
Agency which has established a reputation for solid scholarship, and whlch
frequently carnes articles and reviews dealing with Southeast Asia. '

e

The Reporter. A leading American Journal treating pol:.t:.cal and foreign policy R
issues. Especially useful;\ on Vietnam for the articles of Denis Warner. S '

Viet-Nam Information Notes. An importent occasional publication of the Office .
of Media Services, Bureau of Public Affairs, Department of State, containing
up-to-date analyses of current developments in Vietnam. «

Vietnam Perspectlves. A quarterly pubhoatlon of the Amenca.n Friends of

. Vietnam, which supports the United States commitment to the Republic: of
Vietnam.

World Marxist Review. An English monthly which gives Moscow-inspired inter- N o
pretations of current developments in the world Communist movement. A& . ~ W
good source for Soviet v1ews on Vietnam, . : : s




