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NORTH VIETNAM

PARTY CONTROL IN DISTRICTS

An earlier number of CNA! examined the
method by which all important decisions are
taken by the Political Bureau of the Central
Committee of the Lao Dong (Communist)
Party in North Vietnam, are endorsed by the
periodical plenary sessions of the Central
Committee, and are transmitted downwards
via the Secretariate through the various
levels of the Party organisation. This issue
of CNA looks at the organisation of Party
control at the lowest Party administrative
level, the District Party Committee. There
are, of course, Party units operating below
the district level and extending down to the
individual cell, but these do not play a
significant role in the apparatus of control
over administration in the State.

Basically, the Party operates along two
distinct channels. The Party machine parallels
the State administration, with its leading
urgans at the centre directing a descending
pyramid of area committees reaching down
to the District Partv Committee. There are
also Partv groups, or branches, inside each
State organ or agency extending from the
government ministry to the village adminis-
trative council. There is an overlap at all
levels beiween the two, bur their separate
organisational entities are strictlv maintained.

During the past two vears and more, the
relentless escalation of the Vietnamese war
and continuous American hombing have

placed heavy strains upon the N. Vietnamese
regime. Large numbers of men have been
mobilized for the armed forces to be infil-
trated into South Vietnam, to man the
extensive coastal and anti-aircraft defences,
to maintain internal order, and so on. Many
more men and women have been assigned
to the repair of damaged roads, bridges, and
railways, while others work as coolie porters
to maintain the flow of materials serving the
war effort. This vast reallocation of N.
Vietnam’s population has radically affected
the Party’s earlier apparatus of control, has
created new and urgent demands for the
services of experienced Party members in
tasks directly related to the war and has left
many echelons of the apparatus under-
manned, staffed by inexperienced personnel,
or both.

Interestingly enough. the majority of N.
Vietnamese soldiers taken prisoner in S.
Vietnam are willing, even eager, to discuss
their attitudes towards the communist regime
in their country, and almost all of them have
very much the same things to say. They are, of
course, perfectly aware of material shortages,
hardships, administrative muddles, and the
rest, and all agree that much time is wasted
in never-ending meetings. These thjings
would appear to be the subjects of universal
dissatisfaction among N. Vietnamese, though
few if any complain while still in N. Vietpam.
























