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On March 7, 1936, German troops marclw.d into and 
occupied a pitce of indubitably German territory, the 
Rhineland. It is now lmown that tbc:K troops had two 
sets of contingent" orders, one of which they carried 
out; the other was to retreat without fighting if the 
French or the British m<m~:d. The French and the 
British did not move, even though British intelligence 
seems to have picked up information about the s«ond 
set of orders. (Daladier is supposed to have argued 
that British intelligence could not be certain.) Many 
now believe that if British and French troops had 
acted on that fateful day the Hitler r~me very likely 
would have been overthrown-perhaps by the German 
general~r. failing that, that Hitler's charisma_ and 
authority • •ould have suffered severely and most hkely 
tber< would have been no World War II. If this con­
jtcture is reasonable, some 50 million people w?uld 
not have been killed and countless others not dnven 
from their homes. 

Of course, even if an intervention bad been success­
ful both Britain and France would have rome under 
mu~h criticism. In particular, any subsequent instabili­
ties in tbe German government or sense of grievance 
among the German people would doubtless have 
been blamed on this ~premature and unntcessary" 
action. The world would no~ know, and could hardly 
be able to coneei,·e even in its most extreme imagina­
tion, what this action might have averted. 

It is not, of course, dear that if Hitler had come 
a cropper other events might not have occurred of 
equally disastrous consequences, thOugh it is difficult 
to believe that anything like World War II could 
have happened. One can also argue--20 years later 
-that World War II had some good effects. Such 
things as a very successful worldwide decolonization 
and the current prosperity and rapid growth of. Eu­
rope may be in part due to the shock of the war and 
its aftermath. But these are conjtctures and I would 
imagine that nearly everyone today would agree that 
France and Great Britain should have intervened in 
the Rhineland. They did not, and as Churchill said 
in a speech two weeks after Germany occupied the 
Rhineland, the result was "an immense gain in pres­
tige to the Nazi govemmenL" 

The prestige gained was not only in Germany. In 
Latin America many anti-U.S. and anti-capitalist 
forces began to coalesce around fascist ideologies 
of one sort or another, probably less because these 
ideologies were intrinsically attractive as because 
fascism seemed a winner--and an enemy of the U.S. 
In Eastern Europe anti-Soviet and anti-democratic 
forces similarly began to rally to the banner-of Hitler. 
And extremist elements in the governments in Italy 
and Japan took heart at this and other signs of weak­
ness in France and England. 

Since this is a review of a book about Viet Nam, 
any reader who has persisted to this point has doubt­
less guessed that I am about to make some analogies 
between resistance to the National Liberation Front 
and .resistance to Hitler. If he is a liberal, he is prob­
ably annoyed at the likelihood that I am going to 
argue against appeasement and in favor of domino 
theories, arguments which are in disrepute in liberal 
and other quarters in the United States and else­
where. The reader is perfectly correct, but if he 
will bear with me, perhaps I can convince him that 
these issues should not be prejudged. 

Let us start by considering a hypothetical Viet Nam 
scenario. On November 4, 1964, President Johnson 
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won an overwh~lming ~lection victory, panty because, of civil war and acquiescence to Indonesia-a fra-
as a Republican once said to me, "They told me that temal Moslem country-would have tried to settle 
if 1 voted for Goldwatu, we'd be at war in six with Sukarno. It is now possible to. write, if with . 
months, and, by gosh, I voted for Goldwater and we difficulty, a scenario in which this turned the bat-
were." On that sam~ November day Premier Tran ance in Indonesia and the equivalent of the com-
Van Huong carried out the sixth major change in . munist uprising of ~ 30, 1965, succeeded 
Vietnamese pvemment sine~ Diem's fall. At the with Indonnia either turning eommunist or at least 
time there were 20,000 American "advisors" in Vid joining China as a firm ally. At this point one can 
Nam. In retrospect it seems dear-as it was to many assume that ldrist dissidents around the world would 
at the rime-that if the bombing of North Viet have asked Viet Nam and China for advice on "how 
Nam (whose major tffect probably was on the to do it." Funher, the same kind of person in Latin 
morale of the South Vietnamese) and a massive America who chooses his politics on the basis of 
U.S. reinforcement had not been carried out, Viet being anti-U.S. and who was. in th~ '30s fascist, in 
Nam would have fallen at some point in the ne,.t the late '40s and ~arty '50s pro-Soviet, and in th~ tat<~ 
thr~e to four months. Indeed, between that Novem· '50s pro-Chinese, would have turned pro-Chines~ again. 
ber 4th and roughly June 't9th (wh~n Ky cam~ to The Soviets too, having to compete with a success-
power), and even perhaps for some time afterward, ful international Chinese movement, might also have 
few sober observers in the United States would have found themselves driven to extremism, particularly 
given great odds--even with the rein foreem~nt~n since extremist tactics might now pay off (despite 
preYenting the collapse of the Vietnamese war effort. all the scorn heaped on domino theories, the kind of 
Governments--American ·or otherwise--are not in th~ people who make good recruits for mass mo'·ements 
habit of predicting their own ddeats (rather the tend to like extremist movements · which look like 
opposite), but in their hearts most U.S. officials and winn~rs). 

nearly aU foreign and American r~-porters and other While the above scenario is not wildly plausible, 
observers were almost totally pessimistic. it is not wildly implausible. Whether or not on~ accepts 

Let m~ now write a scenario for what might have it or something like it, almost everybody agrees that 
happened if the United States had not reinforced the United States reinforcement did tum th~ tide 
South Viet Nam. One assumes that there would have in Viet Nam and did prevent a National Liberation 
been a collapse of the Saigon regime and most likely Front victory in 1964-1965. What this r~inforcement 
withdrawal of U.S. advisors-perhaps after som~ can produce in positive achievements is still uncertain, 
bloody incidents. Most people would concede that and th~ subject of much controv~rsy. What is amaz-
there would have been--under these circumstances- ing is that there is almost no interest in the details of 
a quick "effective" union of l'\orth and South Viet the military campaign which followed the reinforce-
Nam, perhaps under the guise of holding, somewhat menL S. L A. Marshall, who has written more than 
belatedly, the scheduled 1966 election. One can :tlso 20 books on military affairs, does, however, tell us 
assume, as is now widely conceded, that the Chi· what aetnally happened. Battks ill tlte M0111o011 
nese would not have moved into the United North should go on the " must" list of interested citizens 
and South Viet Nam. and journalists. 

This new united country with more than 30 million The book concentrates on three medium-sized hat-
people would enjoy a high morale. (Had it not just ties, those of Crazy Horse, Bien Gia Map, and Tau-
triumphed over the policy of th~ largest power in the morong. The first and the last of these battles are 
\\'Orld despite every attempt this pow~r made to pre- best remembered by the public because of specific 
vent such defeat ?~r at least this is what would have incidents. In the first, Samud Castan, a reporter for 
been etaimed and believed. And indeed it is doubtful Loolt magazine, was killed, and in the second Cap-
that the United States would ha.-e r~sisted had it tain William Carpenter called down fire on his own 
known the cost.) This Viet Nam would doubtlns unit to prevent its overrun by the enemy. Except for 
have been prepared to settle scores with some of its tbc:K two incidents, the battles would have had almost 
neighbors. Prince Sihanouk has said on sev~ral oc- no news coverage, at least during the stages of 
casions that under these circumstances he would buildup and approach to elimax, for, as Marshall 
assume that his country would have to accommodate says, " Nothing intelligent i• written of tactics, of 
to the communists and might even be absorbed by new problems encountered and either solved or con-
Viet Nam. Laos wonld dearly have gone under un- tended with ... . No American living, though he be 
Ins the United States had tried to fight there (a a military scholar or only an armchair ~xpert, may 
much more difficult and hopeless job than in Viet be able to understand ... by what he reads, or from 
Nam). Strong pressures would have been felt in ,.·hat all government agencies hav~ to say on this 
Thailand. While the Thai government today looks subject." Someday we will have a better under-
to many like a "genuine" government, the many standing of why newspaper men seem to prefer "any 
strains that exist in that country would dearly have story that may add to tension, doubt and divisiveness 
been increased, and at least in Northeast Thailand at home, any subject that may whet eontroversy . .. 
serious communist rebellion would have been possible. and concentrate on the gore, the shock, the horror 
Perhaps the United States would have sent troops and the agony disproportionately." 
to put this rebellion down. Whether this would be What Marshall's book makes dear is the enor-
a difficult or an easy job is hard to say. It is also mous competence, dedication, bravery and devotion to 
possible that Thailand, which throughout its history duty of America's civilian and prof~ssional soldi~rs. 
has not been known for policy consistency at the Many reporters have commented that there is much 
price of self-destruction, would have changed sides, less griping in this ,.·ar and almost no gibes of 
or at least tried to do so. But this might not have "Johnson's war" as there were in World War II of 
helped it. "Roosevelt's war." 

Malaysia would have been in a difficult situation, None of the large issues of the Viet Nam war 
flanked by communist Viet Nam and Sukamo's fellow- are . touched on by 1\larshall. Possibly a little on-
travelling Indonesia. Presumably the 500 or so com- fairly, he refers to some opposition to the war . u 
munist guerrillas still left in Northern Malaysia being close to treason or cowardice. However, wl~h-
would have been greatly rein forced, creating one out ntcessarily endorsing some of the-perhaps m-
serious problem to the Malaysia government. Doubt- evitable--evasions and inefficiency of the Admin-
Jess, also, many Moslems in Malaysia, realizing that istration, he makes clear that in strictly military terms 
they now faced a Hobson's choice between a revival the highland war has been a success. ~ 
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Stalemate in Vietnam? 
By Roscoe Drummond 

Washington 

When it comes to judging the state of 
affairs in Vietnam, I have one guide: above 
all, beware the cynics. 

On the political side the cynics have been 
completely wrong all the way. Every one of 
their forecasts proved irnfounded-that a con­
stituent assembly could never be elected, 
that it would not be allowed to function, that 
it riever could agree on a constitution, that 
the generals would never accept the con­
stitution or permit a general election. 

And, now, on the military side, what are 
the cynics asking us to believe? They are 
asking us to believe that we are hopelessly 
stalemated, and that even if we're not losing, 
we're not winning, and can never defeat the 
aggression. 

I do not take the rose-colored view that 
victory is just around the corner. It is im­
possible to guess how long it will take to halt 
the aggression, but the objective evidence 
shows that the Vietnam war is not at a stale­
mate. 

There are good reasons why Hanoi would 
like the American people to believe that a 
stalemate has developed. It is, therefore, 
particularly valuable to look at the military 
picture in perspective. 

Is there a stalemate on the ground? 
The most reliable military intelligence 

shows that enemy strength is declining by a 
minimum of 2,500 a month. The Viet Cong 
and the North Vietnamese forces are losing 
about 15,000 a month in battle and in deser­
tions, and new recruitment and i1.1filtration 
are providing at the most not more than 
12,500 monthly. 

Enemy defection rese from 10,000 in 1965 
to 20,000 in 1966, and this year is running at 
a rate which will reach 40,000. At this point 
about 40 percent of the VC bases in South 
Vietnam have been neutralized. 

Is the war at a stalemate in the North? 

The fact that the enemy is losing many 
more men than they are able to infiltrate 
and recruit is the proof that it isn't. There is 
other evidence. Some half-million workers 
are kept constantly busy repairing bomb 
damage. For the first time the official gov­
ernment press is describing the growing 
manpower shortages and is exhorting the 
North Vietnamese to work longer hours to 
make up for it. The appeal is especially di­
rected to youths and women to help with 
"wartime labor output." 

Hanoi has lost something near to half of 
its MIG fighters, and during the past 10 
months 3,500 trucks and 4,000 watercraft 
have been destroyed. 

What support are South Vietnam and th• 
United States getting from the non-Com• 
munist world? 

More than twice as many countries are 
in one way or another aiding South Vietnam 
as aided South Korea. Total nations help­
ing Korea : 14; total nations helping South 
Vietnam: 37. 

Two years ago there were 500 free world 
troops in Vietnam besides those of the United 
States. At the present time there are 54,000 
-more than ever fought beside the United 
States in Korea. 

There are many ways to measure how 
well the South Vietnamese forces are :fight­
ing. One revealing measure is this: in 1965 
the South Vietnamese were losing three 
weapons to the enemy for every one cap­
tured. Today they are capturing more than 
three weapons for every one lost. 

Enemy strength is declining, the fre­
quency of enemy attacks is declining, enemy 
morale and enemy ability to supply its 
troops are declining. The Viet Cong and the 
North Vietnamese have not scored a single 
tactical victory in two years. 

No wonder Hanoi is so eager that the 
American people be made to believe that 
the war is stalemated when it isn't. The test 
of strength today is between the will of 
Hanoi to conquer the South against the will 
of the American people to stay the course 
in defending South Vietnam. 
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