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CURRENT OPEfATIONS •• - •. ... _ 

The battalion has . continued to operal e in_Binh Tuy Province over the past 
several months with the mission of destroYf.ng elements of the 33rd NVA Regiment 
and protecting the villages and rice .harv st in our assi$ned AO. The battalion 
spent over tw~ months at FSB Peggy---a re ord for the 2/5th Cav. During that 
time C Company made contact with elements of the 2nd Bn, 33rd NVA Regiment on 
28 November, killing' five enemy. Recon Platoon killed two from the Signal Com­
pany of the 33rd on 6 December, while D Company killed two and captured one 
local VC on 2-7 December _ and killed one ma e on 9 January from a local Sapper 
Company of MR-7. Although our operations around FSB Peggy were generally boring 
and tedious..;._patrolling in hot rice pad~ies and ambushing day and night around 
the rice. fields---every member of the ba talion should b~ proud of our accom­
pltshmento Perhaps our greatest success ~s the fact that there were no major 
penetre.tL~zJ.;.; of the villages in either Hoai Due or Tanh Linh Districts, and 
lit tle or no rice was obtained by en0my forces. B Company captured two VO whos€ 
mission was to. obtain rice and fish for ~he VC from the fields around Vo Dat. 
The remaining members of this VC unit ra~ off, their hootch destroyed, and tho 
2el00 pounds of rice returned tc Vo Dat. Denying food to the enemy is one of 

. our primary missions, particularly durin the rice harvest, and we had greater 
. success than anticipated. 

On 1 February, the battalion moved o FSB Sanora, with the wission of 
locating and destroying elements of the eadquarters, and 1s~ Battalion, 33rd 
Regiment. on 6 February A Company engage the 3rd Company of the 1st Battalion, 
killing six~ On the following day, Recon Platoon killed another. in a mnnnod 
ambush. Operations · around FSB Sani.lro. arc; cr.mti.nu.i.ng and it appears that the 
enemy is moving, trying to avoid us if at all poss:ihl.o. 'I'h:Js is J>Ornti-tting ua 
to conccntre.te on ambushing the enemy as he moves into us. 

n:".'. 2 1Y1.ttalion can be well proud of its accomplishments over the past few 
months . Tho enoiny is l ow· in strength and suppiies, .and ~very VG or ~ NVA~ soldior 
.we can eliminate; every bit of food, ammunition, or weapons we can capture or 
destroy will make our overall mission easier to acc omplish and get us all home 
sooner. We must strive to reduce the enemy threat so that the Regional and 
Popular Forces of Binh Tuy Province can sec we the province without assistance. 
In that way, we will have worked O\ll.' wa out of a mission. 

MAILING OF CO~TRABAND ITEMS 

Active measures are now employed. to intercept prohibiter. items. Parcels 
are being examined in U.S. customs ' and postal channels. Items presented for 
mailing with the contents declared in other than ccfintive terms and/or im­
properly addr EJssed will not be accepted. A rigid inspection program has been 
initiat~d t o i dentify and remove prohibited items that may be entered into the 
mail. Use of fluoroscope machines and mine detectors has been increased for 
examination .of pal'Cels by postal and customs officials. 

Contraband material is withdrawn from the mail and turned over to crim­
innl investigators. Viµlaters are apprehended and appropriate charges placed 
age.inst them by military and civilian authorities. 

The mailer of .firearms, explosives, narcotics, pormography a nd other 
contraband such as issue items to include poncho liners, sleeping ohirts, 
boonie caps, jungle fatigues, and jungl e boots, can expect t0 be caught .... -and 
punished. · 

MODERN VOLUNTEER AR."MY SUGGESTION PROORAM 

l'o keep in contact with .tho gra.s s roots personnel of the army and to 
gain from its available .resources, the 11 Greon Machine11 has initiated o. sug­
gestion program. Suggestions that -would improve the modern Volunteer Army 
aro welcomed and may be written without any mandatory f orm. This can be done 
by writing yoilr suggestion considered for im.plcmcmtation and -e.Mztessin.g it 
t o: H.oadquar:ters, 1.s-t Gav Div (AM), . Al'TN: 11.VDAGP, APO 96490 . 
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TAX BENEFITS A~ID INFORMATION 

For the serviceman who is mo ey-conscious, your year in Vietnam e.fforos 
n goo~ opportunity to save that. oxtra cash. In a<"dition to regular pay, combat 
pay artd . overseas· pay, ·.the · s.ervic emtm i. ~ also entitled t o. many tax benefits 
while serving in Vietnam. 

Enlisted men and warrnnt officers do hot p11y any taxes on a.7].y .o.f _the 
money they make while in Vietnam. Officers do not have to pay taxos on the 
first $500 of their mont.hly pay. •· 

The serviceman coos not· have t o file his inc ome tax while he is serving 
in Vietnrun, a~ for six months af1er he returns: ~: the Statea. · 

Whn.t applies to fec1eral inc o. e tax also . applies to atate-leviod income 
tax. TJ::i.is m90.ns t~t •. yqu also have ·the same H~O day grace period f rom paying 

· st.a·te inc.ome -tro.."es while se~ving in Vietnam. Many states also hav·e tho sRme 
tax ex8mptions the f ec'lerp.l government has for Gis serving in Vietnam. 

Intornal Revenue· Service W-2 forms were sent on or a.round •29 Janunry 
1971. You shoulcl. s ec th~t groat care is t Rken to ho1r1 on t o these 1·J-2 forms 
or better still, send them home £or s~fe keeping since your tax return will 
not hnvE) to be filed for six month:s after you return from RVN. 

. One. lmportant c onsideration 'to . remember when filling 0ut ·your Inc0m T11x 
return is to include a statement ·· noting your inclusive ·dates of combat zone 
service ~nd attach this : t o your rcrt:1rn whe1:1 you ~ile it~ Dd T~S BEFORE YOUR 

· 180-DAY . .i:.XTENSION EXPIRES, or you .11 be in serious trouble with the IRS. 
An ek1mple of such a statemen would r oad : I, (your name), wns on 0uty 

in Vietru::;: .. from (give · your date of arrival) until (give your DEROS da.te). My 
postpr:mod Ii1com~ Tax filing date . i (1 80 days later)• 

COMMA1 ER 'S NOTES 

Once again I ·want to congratulate each and every trooper of the battalion 
for th8ir attention to security, whather it be on the move, at breaks, or on 
t ho fire base. No element of the battalion pas been unprepa.rea. when ' th0y have 
niot the enemy. This is a crc<lit to the point men, r1rng men, and flankers . 
R0mcr1ber that in ·the · jungle, c ontact can be sud.den anc~ with little warning. We 
tmst be alert for the· little. signs---.fresh cut trees and saplings, a broken 
twig , or a scuff mark on the trnil. Though movement through the jun~le can be 
tiring· li!ld cull, c omplacency is our most dang~rous enemy. Keep ~ler~ .and--­
u Sc outs Out!" 

Both Alpha and Delta Companies have recently proven the effectiveness 
of well plrmned a utomatic am.bushes which are properly omplacor. and camou­
fle.god ~ .The best c.ovorage of the killing zone appears to result when threo. 
clay;::1ores nre omployod j_n s.uch a way the.t the patterns overlap and nlso cover · 
tho trnil in both directions. Tho trip wire should be attached to the mir1 r1lc 
claymore. 

Hocon Plat9on c ontinues t o be tho experts in mannod ambushes. To got 
tho b :Jst coverage without (' isclosir.ig ini!ividual locations, c omrna.nr1 r1ctonnto<l 
cla.y:norocr and. frags are roc ommcndo for uso in trigr,cring the QJ!lbush. Machine 
guns should be sighted· t0 sweep tho entire killi:r:ig . zone , a f~u inc hos above 
tho ~round . Engagements should bo olayed until the .maximum nurobor of enemy 
h,as entered · the killing zone. 

. 
. Accic'lonts c entlnuo to plague us4 We take mo:re casualt.ics fr~~ . tbom than 
from tho onomy. In the past two momths w0 ht.~o hnd six troopers ldllcd and 
sovur c.l injuroc as a result of t.hc $e accir~en.ts. In most c ases., Mcidents can 
bo avoidcc by eliminating the cnusos. How riany times have 0ach of us soon an 
unsafe a.ct, yet fuilcc to. say s omething becaus? we n.on 't want ·to 11hnssle" 
tho person c ommi:tting it? No . one wonts t0 be the SOB who · is al:-nys correcting 
his buddies, but better that than a don.th or crippling injury • . Wo Cl.cal with 
explosives; weapons, and aircraft everyday, and each can kill or maim a s the 
rosult of little things such as: 

r. Trash on Lzts and log pads. 
2. Weapons with a round iri tne chamber ~.nd not on so.fe--unless you 're 

walking point, slack, dra etc. 
3. Approaching a hellc·opt er from uphill . 
4. standing up t o watch the rtillery firing direct fire . 
5. Overloading mulos or othe vehicles. 
6. Throwing live armnunition· · n trash· barrels 

The list is endless. ·Do your part t o av,oic. ac.cidents. When you soe an 
unsafe act., toll someone. You may save u life. · 

r 
' i 

S3/\IH::>W 11/NOlll/N 3H111/ a3::>naO!ld38 


