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THE CAVS BATTLE EE&E%@%

THE BATILE FOR 210,000 SOULS HAS BEEN WAGING

SINCE LaST SEPTEMBER 13TH. |
AT SDKE ARE THRED

F: BINH DINE PROVENCE~—-HOAT NHON - }
(BONG SON), HOAL AN, 4ND'PHU MY.

SIGHT,

THE END . IS NOT IN
OF THS HEAVIEST POPU-

BINH DINH - HaS

THE GREATEST POPULATION (850,000) OF ALL PROVEN

CES IN SOUTH  VIETNaM,

IT IS aLSO THE LaRGEST IN

SIZu (9,422 square kilomstors). -

The bulk ‘of the people live on
plain from the port of Qui Nhon 2long
to tho border of Quang

ﬁho coastal
Highway 1
Ngai Provodcc. " This

~strip produces the oconomie nocoessitics of rice,

coconut, -fish and salt,.

Provonee,

Southeastern Binh Dinh .

fram Qui Naon to the district scat of

Phu Cat, lics undor tho watchful control of the
Republic of Korea's olite Capitol Division. There

the people have -
urity.-

Most of the qopu-
lation frem Phu Cat to
the Quang Ngai Border,
however, nave béen un-
der VC and NVA domine
ation for over throo
yearse. This is a hugc
arca---70 kilomotors
long ang 40 kilometers
wide.

" The magtors have
been the 3d NVa Divie-
sion. This division is

founﬂ

reasonable pcace and sec-

mace up of the 2d VC
and the 18th and 22d
NVa Regimonts, The
raglmcnts arc augmonte
ed by the 5310 and 23
local forco battalions
of VC, Thair control
over thy people is ex-
ercised through the
infrastructure, Iin
§ other days, in othor
wars, the infrastruct-
(CON'T Pagu 2)

. Action involving
the battalions of the
Second Brigade during
the past two weeks was
scarce. The 2/12th
Cav remained at An Khe
continuing their mis-
sion of defending Camp

" Radeliff and Hhighway

19.

The 1/5th
after thorough patrol-
ling on the " Bong Son
Plain, returned to An
Khe. on 3 March for s

.. standdown that Ilasted
through the 8th, On- -
the Gth, they Jjoined
the 2/5th Cav in the
area south of Bong Son
as all four companics
air assaulted into the
northorn Tigor area,
During tne first day
of the operation thoy
killed one VC -and cap-
tured & ChiCom sube
machine gun,

The 2/5th Cav had
been assigned as the
(CON'T Page 5)
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Cav,
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ure was referred to as the W"Fifth
Column.® This Fifth Colwnn, hidden
among the poople, provides the taxes,
the food, the recruits, the hideaways
and the intelligence +to the main
force units.,

people,

VMAIN FORCES

14
P

If the main forces can be keﬁt

from the people, if.. the infrastruct-. .| .

ure can be destroyed, and if good
govermment can be
munism will fail,-

The -battle of Binh -Dinh is bew .

tweon’ the 3d° NVA Division:
Army's {'st- Air Cavelry
NVA DlVlSlon ‘has .

and the US
Division. The
orders to stay in
Binh DinhJ © Tho ‘Cavalry has ordcrs
to ¢rush the main forces, One of
then has to fails .

The Cavalry has been in and out

of this ‘important .-sector . of the.

country beforc, - In their . first year
in South Victnam they darted in and
out of battlefieclds. within a hundred
nile wide band from the South China
Sea to the Cambodian border.,: In
that ysar their
the enemy off balance=-foil his al-
nost successful. attempt to completely
control the Central EHighlands, The
mission is now to
the main forces, to root,out the
frastructure; ' - and to: provide

in-
the

shield for the Republic of Victnam's

Revolutionary Devolbpement Program,
AGATNST 3D mJA DIJISIOI

The 34 MWa
Truc,, wutilized thred sccure
from which he cowld "control the
coastal population: the Souil Ca "Vale
lcy, the Crow's Foot (Kim Son. .Vallcy)
and the 4n Lao Valley. Thesc seclud-
ed wallcys srovided concpalmCﬁu, Paibinte
erous routés of escape, complotely
dominated population, excellent water
sources, very fertile rice  groying
arcas, controlled entrances, a come

Division,
bascs

They also transmit the
propaganda . from the main force to thel

substituted, cone

riission was to keep,

stay, to defeat

. A
Gensral
[cral ,

ceunninzly secreted hiding nlaces

ered and rcmoved,

~-arms cachos,

. quarters is increasing

plete lack of "government control, amnd
for
rice, weajons, ammmunition and medical
supplles.

So far, the battle for Binh Dinh
hgs consisted of our operations which
first began on 13 September {966-w—=w
Thayer I, Irving, Thayer II, aid Pere
shing. Other than in name, “here are
ferr . differences. Thosc opcratlons,
‘and those which will probably follow,
all- have had..the same objectives,
Therc have been daily contacts and a
serics.. of pitched bvattles, some. of
which passed unnoticed by the world -
av large. . If the overall results are

totaled, horcver,. the struggle became
: an cpic, Hcre are some of the U.S.

salts of the’ 30‘1od bot"een Sogu 13
and Jinuary 13=-one taird. of a jear's
£ ',Lgf;_u ing.

2 STATISTICS.

1. NVA Killod: 667
2. VC Xillod: {1412
3. Individual .Weapons Cants 541
-i*~lb -Creu 86 Mnd +Jca ons Ca.)t s5
5. Tons of Rice .Secured:s 559 -
6. Tons of Salt Securcd:. 534'

7. Prisoncrs of War: 317 '

8. Minus and Grenades Caph; 5513

,+9¢-Civil Defendentss 1439

10, The Soul Ca Valley and the
Crow!s Foot were completely evacuated
fogp a tine, The cattlec have been re-
turned to Phu My and Hoai 4n Dist- -
ricts. * All caches have been discove
All shelters have
.Occupation forces
arc preventing the return of encrny
forcess In the Souli Ca Valley, a
propaganda office, .scveral massive
and the Binh Dinh Prov-

ongo - VC. Headouarters were revealed.
1. From a narrow sccured zonc ae
long Highway 1, Pl My District Head-
its control {0
the sca and around the Nui Micu Houne
tadns. Army  cnginecrs have ovened
roads through this arca, markets havo
opened.again, acts of terror have bow
coire & thing, of the past,,infrastruce
ture members have: either been turncd

in-or have surrendered and the peoplo
(COJ.I ! T Dagv L")

becn destroyod,

N
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- cenination.

. its grip. and contricts.

o BINH DINHore se riee 25

rave changed from apathy to enthus-
iasm. During the batile of Binh Dinh,
14,000 refugees frof .cutlying hermlots
heve reported to Pha My stating they
ére tired of livirg under ths VC's
They ars presently liv-
ing in semiepermancrt v~frsae conters

' until their owa lowsiiitics come under

gcvernment control. weed out the
Infrastaucture, Pha iy offici-ls and
men of the 1st Cav Ll-ision proccssed
7+500 males of milit=rv age of which
1431 were classed as - vil defendents
by accusation or int:: rogation.

12. Now military

T~
P

Bong Son, =

13. During the U.S. Operation Ir-
ving, ROK and ARVN feroos,
smoothly in conjunciiol with (st Cav-
alry men, but on their own operations,
swept through the - My Mountains
and the area directly north, killing
over 1,300 of the en=ar,

ilhe As the 34 Division relsases
cornt toward the
north, ROX and ARVY lorces have ex-
panded their area of control toward
the north.

15« Hoai An District Hi-douartors
in early September, wxs isolated in
the middio of a VC uohtrolléd area,
Today, the pressure and isolation are
pe.rt of the past. ‘

—%.
ol

w-iiicles travel -
without interference i1om Qui Nhon to .

operating .

. u\ﬂ

Cav battalion in - the village

“this battle.

What of the 3d NVA Division?
~ Its 2d° Regiment, after a long

devious journey, mortared the princi-
pal Cav.pass at LZ Hammond on Septem-
ber 23d. One of its battalions paid
for this in the Crazy Horse area on
October 17th, Othor than these two
ventures, thoe 2d has evaded ths mag-
sive hunt. - :

‘The 18th Regiment attacked the
41st ARVN Regiment in the Cresent
area on Septcmber 23d. The AP"N's

' held and the 18th rotreated leaving

over 272 ‘dead, ARVN losses were min-
im®l. The reinforced 7th battalion,
18th Regiment, was decimated on Qcte
2nd, on the Ocast just aorth of Vinh
Nuot Ngot when it was surrounded by a
of Hoa
Hoi. Other contacts have rocduced the
18th to such a state that the unit
has split into 2 to 10 man starving
groups which are flecing and hiding
through the entire coastal region.

"Two battalions of the 22d NVA
Regiment hit a small Cav infantry and
artillery ‘Torce at LZ &uird on the
night ‘of December 27th. The vastly
outnumbered ~ friendly -fortc suffored
heavy losscs, but held., The 1st Cav
officially counts 66 encmy dead by
body count alone as a result of the
defense and the pursuit, but prison-
cor interrogation indicates the prob-
able tally is much greater.

For the first time the 1st Cav
has put threc brigades into the ficld.

* The major cnemy objective for 1967 is

the destruction of the tst Cavalry.
These factors indicate a violent show-
down in the ncar future. You and
your unit arc playing a dircct role
in this massive struggle.

Pershing is another sxtension of
We have been fighting
the 22d Regiment in this arca and
have almost wiped one of its battal-
i:n out. It is uscless as an effect-
ive fighting unit, buft still has its
contacts in the local VO infrastruct-
ure. -
To date, since the beginning of
Operation Thayer I on 13 Septcember 66
the 1st Cavalry Division has killed 'a
total of ,over 3,400 VC and NVA.

7
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oreoaration is- then prov1ded to en-,
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USMA

The cyrrent expansion of the US
Mll;tary Academy has created a need
for cutstanding candidates.

Army enlisted men are wrged to
apply for appointments to West Point
through the US Miljtary Academy Pre-
paratory School.

. Priar testmng 15 not . required
for acceptence  since the applicant
" is gelected solely on the basis of
his records and the recommendatlon
of his. uni}{ ¢ommarder,

 Applications showld be syomit-
ted before June 30th through the un=
it commander to the Gommandant, U.§.
M.A. Preparatory Sechool, Fort Bel~
voir, Virginia 22080, a

The Fort Bolvoir school cone
ducts a rigorous program of academic
physical, and military preparation
to assist the candidates ii-compote
ing for apneointments.

For those selacted for appoint-
singensive  acadaemie

sure that the new cadets joining tha
"Long Gray Line® are fully quslified
to undertake the demanding education
program at West Paint.

. Complete datails and roqulre-
mpntu for acceptence under this pro-
grem ayre contained in Army Regulas
tion.350~55, Fobrugry 16, 1965.

BRIGADE ACTIVITIES (CON!'T FROM P. 1)
ist Cav Division Reserve on 4 March,
Two comnanies moved out of the Bong
Son Plain to LZ English whilse tho
other two, ¢ and . R stayed in the

o Areds:

: On 7 March, a bat&alion - from
the 3d Brigade ef the 25th Infantry

W/—\NTS YOUu 1/ / /TH

B AR INAC S e e i g adedeg ham g

F’l R[',

Bravo Battery of the Q/??th Ar-
tlary in support of the Cavis 2d
Brigade has-once again proved its

‘mission of being able to provide in-

stant artillery suppert to the men
of the 2d Brigade even wdar the
most adversa conditiong.

: During the ovening of 24 Febr.
uary 1967, Bravo was callad to ‘march

.order and fioved to & position north
of Bong. Sen during Operation Per-

shing in swpport of the groud in-

- fantry during the hoyrs of darknesse

Division became heavily engaged with

an unknown-sized onemy force and the
2/5th Cav was sont to -help out. In
the  battle +that followed, 77 encuwy
were killed, 16 by companies from
the 2/5th Cav. -

Both the {/5th Cav
th Cav continue search
missions in'the Tiger
time,

and the 2/5~
and dostroy
ayrea at this

- yesponsibiiitios, ospeeially
- and noisc discipline.

Men and hagwitzers were air lifted by
Chinocks at 2010 hours, and at 2045,

'35 minutes later, tha first shell wos

fired in support of the 2d Brigade,

: Brave's night occupation of an
1Z was the first time an alrmobilc
battery had moved into an LZ and set
up at nights In order to accomplish
such a task, all personnel had tobe
thoroughly aware of thelr individual

~ light

The officurs and men of B Bat=-
tiry have proved thoir worthincss
once again, by porforming another
first for the First Toam.

Thoe 2d Brigad: salutes all tho
batterics of the 1st Baltalien, 77th
Art-t-llvry--wf*, B and Gy 1IC Arthur

Xolly commands the 1/77th mmcry.

aopaprey

1 Janei0 Feb

ENEMY CASUAL: IES

11 Fobs7 Mar Total

THE FIRST TEaM

Thayer II Pprshing
KIh - 309 172 481
POW 97 23i 348
CD 42 253 295
gSL{NH 17 13 28
TOTAL 463 e 1.1 52

FIRAST ON
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l/5 TRAIN SMEN
HURL BACK CONG

. Cooks, mule drivers and supply
personnel of - the 1/5th Cav trains
 becane riflemen in a hurry on the
morning - of 7 February as they bat- -
tled off a determined bid by an un-
known sized enemy force to overrun
the airstrip at LZ English, o
: At approximately 0200 hrs on a
-dark, moonless night, = the larding
-aone came under heavy enemy attack
from mortars -and automatic weapons
-fire, the attackers coming from two
different arcas cast of LZ Erglishy
SFC Leonard Judd of Harker Heights,
Texas, realizing an attack had bew
 gun, quickly alerted the trains area
and . within .minutes the 1/5th Cav's
 perimeter was manned and returning
-+ the enemy fire. - The porimeter, man- .
ned- by cooks, motorpool personnel,
©ands supply-:men, along with a = four
- man mortar grew. from. Comganymcﬁbcgan.
to fight oi‘f the encnw from three
: s:.des.
" Mortar crew

of sp/a Richard Maxim of Whitticr,

Calif., immediately placed a heavy |

volume of mortar fire on ono encmy
mortar position,.and with the Bn XO,
MAJ Benjamin Abramowitz of - Ovorland
Park, Kansas, acting as forward ob-
server, the enemy position was sil-
Then fho-mon bogan to  place
effective. fire on a small arms posie
tion until” CPT Edward Anderson of
Ft. Bonning, ,Georgiizraced up to di-
rect fire on a second  mortar posi-
tion. This position was also put
out of action by the accurate mort-
ar fire,

Meanwhile, tho trains personnsl
continued their heavy base of fire
causing the oncryy many casualties
and forcing him to withdraw. SP/U
" Vincent Pace of Warren, Pa. provided
 1i1lumination by hand flares through-
out the &45-minute battle, enabling
. “the men on"the perimeter to zero in
“on many cnemy targets, .
Although portions .of LZ Engllsh

and-LZ Dog were hit -extensively by

under the cormand B

-~ Leavenworth,

 Regiment - of tho 82d Div.

~tho enemy mortar fire, the 1/5th Cav
“sustained only one’ minor injury amd
no loss of supplies or materiel.

“Due 'to their cxtremoly--- rapid

‘responso to tho critical -situation,
.and. their precise coordination, the -
{/5th Cav trains personnel -are re-

sponsiblo for. drivn.ng off the at-

" tacking cnomy while ' kcoping casual-

ties and cquiment lossos to a mini-
mum,

NEW DEPUT"Y CO
FOR THE 2D BDE

Tho 2d Brigadoe weclcomes & now
Deputy Brigade Commanders -He is LIC
BEdward M. Pierce who arrived in Viet-
nam on 9 Fobruary 1967 and officially
took over his new dutics as DCO on
14 Fobruary 1967.

LTC. Picrcc comcs to us from Fért'
Kansas where - he served
this past yoar as Secretary  General
Staff to the Comandlng Genoral, and
as-an :Lnstructog-;m <tho Comma.nd and

Gonoral Staff School for two yoars
prior to that.Joforc being assignod

to Ft. Loavonworth, Piorco scrved as
S-3 for - the 187th Test Battle Group
at Ft. Bragg, hoelping to dovelop the

Airmobile Concopt..

. Born in Indiana, Pa., LTIC Picrco

} graduated from the United Stgtes Mil-

itary Acadomy in 1950. His first as-
signmont was with the 504th Abn Inf
"Ho served
in Korca with tho 187th RCT and = the
2d Inf Div. as a platoon: ldador,,com-
pany cormander.and staff officcr.

- LTC Piorcc who was stationed in
Bolgrado, Yugoslavia for two yoars,
has attondod the Infantry Advanced
Courso, the Cormand and Goeneral Staff
School and has workod on the Masters
Progrc.m.

His wife and four children, onc
boy and three girls, reside in Leav-
cnworth, Kansaes.

e~ -
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BEETLE BAIL EV‘WA‘RNS

AVIA!ORS VIA  SNOCPY

#Tie Thy Blade Down, Troope''

'proclalms a ruined UH-1D blade in
front of the 2d Brigade's Aviation
" latoon Operations ‘tent at LZ Enge
lish during Operation Pershing.

' The decorated blade was  the

victim of an accident -while the Bri- -
gade of the Blackhorse was at LZ Up=- .
1lift during Operation Thayer II. The -
‘accident involving an H-13 amd a Hu-

ey was caused when the untied blade
of the Huey spun around in'the wind
ard hit the 13 which was landing,’

" This incident causcd MAJ Thomas
G. Hines, - Section Leeder, %o com-
mission SP/4 Lee D. "Beetle" Bailey,
the. Michelangelo of the Aviation
Section to paint the blade as a ro-
mlndor to his av1ators.

_ SP/4 Bailey,lotting his artist-
ic terdencies takc hold, painted the

Charles Schultz character "Snoopy",

terror of: the Red Baron, riding a

.surf.board and clutching a joy stick

and: beneath,the ~comment, "Tic Thy

Blade " Down, . Troopc'. A warning to

the-aviators to -stop accidents duﬁ
Yo unsecured blades, '

VETERANS NOTE!
NEWACT PASSED

This article covers benefits a
veteran of Vietnam gets for hls tour
over here from the Vetcran'!s ‘Read-
justment Beonefits Action of 1966.”

’ Question:

loans, ecducation, governmental job
preferenco -and hospital care? Ansu-
er: 1) Any veteran who sither sor-
ved on active duty for more than 180

Who is cligible for
these benefits in home and * farm

by

deys, any part of which occured af-
ter 31 January 1955, and who was
discharged or rcleascd under condi-
tions other than dishonorable; 2)
One who was dischargsd or relcased
for a scrvice disability; or 3) 4
member of the Armed Forces who has

,served at loast two years on an act-

ive status,
ucs

as’ long as ho contine
on active duty W1thout a break

~in scrv1cc,

Thgioducation bonefits arc as
follows:

NO DEPENDENTS 1 DEP. 2 DER
Al Time | $100 $125  $150
3/4% Timo 75 95 115
1/2 Timo 50 65 75
1/4 Tino 25 -

Thosc benefits are por month of ‘the
school ycar, while attending college.
he loan provisions arc closcly

‘patterned:aftor -those—of-tho Korcan .

G.I. Bill. Londers making a home or
farm loan to veterans ars guaranteced
the Vetcran's .diinistration
against loss of up to, 60% of the lo-
an with a minimum guarantece of up to
$7,500. Dircct loans to the home and
farm borrowers are also extended.

Job counsclling and placement

‘arc offercd by local State Employ-

mont Officers working in coordin-
ation with the U.S. Labor Dept.
Vetcrans of Vietnam will also
enjoy Federal Employment prefercnce.
Preference will include waivers of
age, height, weight, amd rotention
of rights during reduction in forcc.
Other benefits oxist which due
to spacc cannot. be rbntiondd.
There is a lot wd haven't written a-
about the ' benefits wo did montion.
Check into it when you get the chan-

~cc - further articles in this publi-

cation will claboratc on individual
Cold War benefits in the future.

The choicc 1is yours = whethor
you decide to stay on active duty or
rcturn to civilian life. THFE OPPOR-
TUNITY IS THERS » a
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#Scrapbooks", a series .of re
productions of newspaper. accounts -of
major combat acticns in Vietnanm are
now available on request by Vietnan
veterans returning to the States.

Designed for "fighting men too
busy to keep their om!, nonthly is-:
sues are being published for .units
including the 1st Cavalry:Division.

Individuals -may receive copies
of each issuc covering their period
of service in Vietnam by writing. to
the UsSe Army Command = Information
Unit, Washington, D.C. 20315.

Requests - mist include .. nanme,

: rank, _ggrvace numbar§ i’omer organi- |,

o revsion; br¥gade), . statc-
“side address and ZIP codes” ¢ '
It would bca’ good ddeca to

use the form belowwhen sendihg for
your ' scrapbock.. Just clip” it out
(or tear it out neatly) and put "1t
in an-envelope with the _above ad-
dress.,

It will be
upon rotatlon.
be prmted Upe

sent to your

Ihcmiﬁ*says funit! on the form,

i indicate

"if you don't want to,
“closc all the desired information in

. ;%ﬁez'cost and"maintainance of
home |}

Allow' time for it to-'f_\:‘ »taxablc incdnge

pnwn-—--- -----

(CUT ON DO"TuD LIN:)
PRINT

company . and battallon.
For instancey3.A Co, 2/5th €ave You
don't have to put Brigade or Divi-
sion, They are already on the form.
You do'not have to use the form
You-can ene

an cnvelope and send it rlght to tho
address youseclf,

For best rcsults, s'encl the cou-
non in right around your DEROS time,
Save tho coupon in your wallet until
then, -

Sce tary of Dofense -Robert S.
MoNamara-gayg bhe Armyl's . tzadning-
afvgareralie %E&d}gi‘ng the fiscal
fag;}jw% ¢ will¥be increased from the
plannedja ' ﬁp, 0 more than 7,000,
Ii‘ yoﬂi oar the Arxrgy Green you

e ’an ‘save. - fioneye: - hccording to new
fean of  ITntainal « Revenue ruln.n]g:,l

a
1iniforms-arg ' now deductible as non-
“This deduction can -
‘be made only if yow. f£ill out Income
',Efax Form 4 040 (thv long foxmds

1 ST CAE,QIV

3.

CIEARLY‘ :

PLEASE sEM’; T THE {ST AIR CAVALRY DIVISTON ¥ SCRAPBOOKS", I CAME TO VIETNAM

ANDTHE 20

BRIGADE OF THE 1ST 4IR CAVILRY DIVISION ON_

I WILL RETLTU&;{ TO THE UNITED STATES AND zm HOME ON_: - .
RaNK;_ T T - s::RvId*v NUMEER:
UNIT. ' . - - e
= HOI“ ' ¥ ' . st
L A0S IJD‘LSS e

MATL TO:

U. S. ARILY COIII‘U\ND INVORIL.TIOK ZMIT, ‘f.(xS‘ill\luTOu, DeCs 20315
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