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. . Elements '°f the 21st and 31.st NVA Regiments 
sUpported by anti-aircraft, mortar, he~Vf weapons 
and suicide Sapper . companies hit LZ R~ss and .LZ 
Leslie occup;i.ed by· the 2/l.2th Cavalry-. It was ~ 
s:imultaneous effort to overrun the Skytroopers po-

What is a week like 
with Battling Bravo 
Braves. of the l/.5oth rn­

sitions and knock out 
At ·approx:imately 

0130 hours on Jan 3 the 
first mortar r~unds fell 
on. LZ Leslie. Lt Rich­
ard Maragni, 24., from 
Scotch Plains, N .J. wo.s, 
duty officer in . the 
Tact~cal Operations 
Center on LZ Ross. As he 
was receiving word from 
Leslie of the att<::ck, a 
122 nun Rocket hit within 
15 feet of the TOG. 11The 
whole bunker sh?-ok and· I 
knew we were going to 
be hit h<lrd, 11 he ex­
claimedo Reports of. the 
incoming rounds came in 
fr'J~ ele~ents on the 
perimeter, bui. Lt !'1.'.l=~ 
agni was already bn:;iy 
calling for illumination 
and scout ships for both 
LZs' •· 

Generators and 
power lines were damaged 
with the first rounds. 
Auxiliary commo equip-
ment was utilized while 
SP4 Guy Milkovick, from 
Houston, Texas, re~d 
the damaged equipment as 
mortars fllll around him. 
Commo was never lost o:t 
any time. 

LTC Bob L. Gregory, 
from Monett, Missouri, 
moved from his c~ered 
sleeping bunker to the 
TOG dodging the :incoming 
rounds nnd co-'Jrdiriatcd 
support for his elements 
at b'Jth !..Zst. 
(CONT ON PAGE 7) 

the:ir artillery support. · fantry?_ It is not ex-
actly . like a weekend· 
camping trip you might 
go on back in the worl•, 
but believe ·me a more 
exciting week . you'll 

. never have. During the 

EN. -,-ER ""!"'Al' ·N~111EN-:- period 2 thru 7. .Jan 
1 I I • ' , : the BravoBraves complet.-

. ·. ·· ·. ed .several missions, aµ 
.A ND S TA R S of ;;hich were highly 

successful. The week 
T 0 U p L I F T started with the Braves 

in the Crescent area.;· 
south of the t:;wn of 
Bong Son, where they bad 

.. 
The Christmas hol-

_ idays saw several en­
tertainers c:ime to LZ 
Uplift to bring the sea­
sor..al spirit to Black­
hor~e Brigade Skytroop­
ers. The · Pussycats., a 
female band from .A:us­
tralia, br_ought a little 
rock and roll to the LZ· 
on the 24th. On the 26th 
the sun brought Diane 
Mc:Bajn and Melod;v Pat­
_ terson,, _ TV stars:· from 
RSurfside 6n and "F 
Troop11 respectively •. The: 
cl.osest the Bob Hope 
show got was Phu Get AFB . 
but some Skytroopers 
managed to get there~ 
Sh'Jrtly after New Year-a 
the .ArmiY' ts own Sinister 
Soul Set flew in for a 
rocking one hour per­
formance. ill in all the 
LZ came cl~se to.cele­
brating the holid.ays·in 
a fme style! · 

. been operating s mce the 
unit 1 s arrival in Viet­
nam about 4 months ago.• 
This ar~a ha.d pr'JVen £0 
be very exasperat;!ng 
hunting grounds f'Jr t."-c 
Braves, as they bad only 
bumped noses · with 
Char lie on rare and 
sporadic occassions. 
- On the morning o! 
the 2d, the Braves 
received word to move 

· to An Lac, a beach 
hmnlet on the Chlna 
Sea, ;Where_ ·_ :the D:!li.a1 
Devils of the same bat­
talion had made contact 
with an entimated eneey 
force of 2 companies 

·plus of ' NVA. As the 
contact continued Brav'J 
and ·Charlie Companies 
of the l/5th Cav. were 
called :into the op­
cr n tion. Under the com­
lll4lllcl of LTC Alb~rt Rut~ 

(CONT. ON PAGE 8) . 
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CORNER 
How . good are you ·at predicting ,9 

the fUture'Z Can you qualify as a 
crystaJ. bal.l gazer'Z l£ you were given 
a chance to look into the new year -to 
witness the future events for your 
life would you take it '1 · · · 

.. There are_ severaJ. things about 
the new year that can be expected, 
without. resorting to c:cystaJ. gazing 
or mystical interpretation. 

We can expect new re&pone:tbilities 
and ·possibilities in the n~ year./ 
This is to be expected . if . we are 
grow:ing, changing indi vidUals. Out 
Lord cal.ls upon each of us to us4 
eve:cy ex!ierience as a stepping ·stone 
to growth apd maturity~ As w;e a~ 
responsibl.e , .. individilaJ.s, we are- al~ 
faithful to ,our Lord. As we. grow fu 
lmowledge, ·strength, l~ve, we aj-e 
fulfilling His demand · that we 9e 
faithful in the application and use .of 
our t:inie, talents, and abilities,. NE\lW 
possibilities of enlargement and ad,..,. 
vancement are ours as we use ·our God­
gi ven talents- to the utmOst,. May no?J.~ 
of us rate the epitaph of one who was 
buried in a Comish-churchyard. 11Here 
lies a nobody, who set out to go nd-
where, and rrot there." ' 

We can expect heartaches and con­
flict in the new year. As the script... 
ure relates, 11The sun shines · on the 
-j.u~t and· "tb~ ·unjust aµite~" .l'~~ 
sorrow~d hea.rt.a.che is a part of 
life. The B:postle Paul suggested that 
these were to teach patience and 
bring hope. As there are hills 
there are also val.leys a.~d it is llL:1ll 1S 
portion to travel both •. As Christians; 
God walks with us and ·shares the 
burden, the conflict and the hurt. ; 

We can expect our portion of joy 
in the new yeax. Cui- -joy may come 
~ugb--a s.ense of accomplishment •. ." It 
ni.ay come as we find our selves within 
the circle of family.and friends once 
again. It oay come ·as we find a r&-­

newed faith in Christ. The law of 
life rightly suggests that our joy 
is comr.iensurate to our use of pes­
sibili ties · and acceptance of. respon-
sibility~ . 

One thing is for certain. We 
have begtm a new year. One question 
remains. Have you begun this .new year 
with God? Much that happens this year 
hinges upon your answer• 

CHJJ'LAill (CPT) JOSID-H P. DULJJIT. 
1 ST BN (M) 5arH INF&"ITRY 

A FiRST TIME 
FOR EVERYTHING 

'l 

A combat medic can expect same 
wild, exciting, ll?ld tna.ny times fright­
ening experiences. When the bullets 
a.re,. flying and· everyone else is hug­
giilg the ground, he is usually running 

fr,O the hottest spot to treat a ·wounded 
/buddy. If asked to recall his most 

/frightening experience, he will ·prob­
lably· talk about. a fierce fire­
fight, unless he is in C Company '2/12 
Cavalry. . 

Rit was the most frightening ex~ 
pcrience I have ever had.1 " exclaimed 
SP4 Gerald Bolden, 21,_from Fari'ield, 
Calif o 11·I was so shook-up . I didn 1t 
know what tO 'd9," addtf. SP4 WU.yne .r:N­
ings, 21, from Oak Grove, Yo. All 6£ 
this was caused by a.little baby less 
than one day old. In fact not eve~ j 
born yet. That was the probleia.. How d~.\ 

you deliver a b':.i.b;v out in the boonie~!-- '; 
Charlie Coupany was rounctmg 'lip,, · 

a group of 146 refugees to be lif~ 
out. of a vill:,i,ge in the Que Sonf'l.s- \ 
trict. It bec<l!ke very apparent---t:o the 
Sk;ytroopers that at any lllCll(ent the 
number of refugees would_,....gr6w to 147 • 
One of the women· rei'\¢"s was begin-
ning to have 12.bo_;:vpains. . . \ 

The two _mc'dlcs were inforued and .. ". 
decided. that. tney had better talk this ·· . ., 
situation over, · 

NEVER TOOUGHl' lT· IDum 
HAFP!iN TO US? 

\ 
The 2/ 12th Cav . had· ~-been·: .woi:king ·. 

with ra~gees a lot the last 2 m:>nths.~ 
The medics h::id noticed that :nany of · 
the women W<!rc in a fam:i:ly W¥Y 1 and 
talked over t.lJe possibility of · ba.viilg 
to deliver a b·lby._· 1rtie never real.ly 
thought we would actually have it hap­
pen though"' remarked Owings. 11I didn 1t 
have any idea of what to do·. !~JI.­
just good that Bolden knew a little -
bit." 

Bolden had received some tr<rini:lg 
on how to deliver a baby and watched 
a baby being born. "Watching is a l.ot 
different than doing it yourself," ac­
pl:i.ined Bolden. "We were both nervous 
and shook-up but we kept the Wo!:l<lil as 
cOI:lfortable as possible.1L 

A helicopter arrived on the sc~ne 
.md carried the woman to the town of 
Que Son where a doctor finished dE>-
livering the b~by. · 

11We·. were sure glad to see her 
leave"' said Bolden. SZWe were doing our 
.best to help tho b'3.by along but we· 
were to nervous to. even think whet 
w.e would do if the b'J.b".f ever ~.rrivcd,. 
I would rather go through a fire fight 
than go through th.:i.t nga:in". 



TR' i,,.....E 
i I \...) ~ INc1·0ENT 

Was the Christmas truce broken? · 
SP4 Glen Butler of. D Company, 2d Bn," . 
5th Cavalry- thougl:ttbat it was, fa the 
late evening hours . of Chrllitmas E-ve 
at 1Z Uplift. 

, SP4 J:i:m Peterson of HQ Company 
2/5th Cav, had not yet ga:iiied his 
night vision after leav:ing a brightly 
lit chapel. . :where be · bad atteniied 
Christmas Eve carol services. wm.ie 

· attempting to find his own bunker in 
the pitch black dark, · Peterson ac­
!ddently .wandered to the outer edge 
of the defensive per:i.Jneter and set 
off a trip i"'lare • The surprised Peter­
son, realizizlg where he was, .turned to 

·reach :for safety aillid the glare and 
s:qiqke of the £~. · · 

..., · .Butler, . · E*J!J.a.U.:r surprised by the. 
~:r.~, :i.mmsdiately operied fire on .. the 
mov:ing figure iOO meters in front of 
his·bunker. Scanning the area :for more 
possible i..<vaders, Butler noticed the 
fallen figure still moving, apparently 
seeking cover • Once r.ga.in Butler open­
~d fire, but · a pause · in the fire 
o.llawed Peterson's yell to penetrate 
the. night. "I'm Peterson from HHC, I 
carcy an M-16, the sare ·as you. I'm 
hit. Don 1t shoot anymore". 

The entire 2/5 camp was now alert 
and heard Butler ask lrlln to repeat 
his name and unit. Having been con­
v:inced that Peterson was a US soldier 
and not a VC, Butler jmmediately ob-

. tained medical aid and led the way to 
Peterson~· . 

Peterson ts skillfu1 use of cover 
enabled h:iln to escape with three m:inor 
grazing wounds to the face and back. 

When internewed on the matter, 
lSG Hershel Mu.l.J.jns stated.; 11 1 don't 
"know.whether to commend Peterson for 
digging the world's most instant fox­
hole,-· or to chew out Butler· for not 
being able to shoot straighter •. " 

SCARY NJGHT 
When LZ Leslie was hit by a large 

NVA attack, .3 men .from D co?npw:y 2/12 
CaY, :ma.'1Ding a listening post outside 
the pcrillleter, were completely cut 
off from help. They held their pos­
ition and fought off the NVA until 
help crrived after day:..break; •. 

"I thought it would be rrry last 
night alive," exclaimed SPL. ·RonAJ.d 
Story, 21, from Pleasant Hill, C.:i.lif. • 
They didn't. hee>.r any- movement until 
the mortar rounds began hitting tho 
perimeter. Then they found cover .in 
a opening between some boulders. 11We 

.3 

could see the .NVA. fighting all 
around. the · peri..'?leter and they hc<d us 
cut off" and surrounded~" he explained. 
· They kept the NVA away with sma:ll 

arr.is fire, :frag grenades, and ARA 
support.· . . 

•rwe held them · off real :well ·.all 
night but we were really worried about 
how we would get 'back to the perimeter 
in the morni:::!g," began PFC Jerry Eaton 
20, from Marion, ID. The third man on 
the LP was ,woun!i£id and they had to 
carry him tlong with them. · ·. · 

The llVA were still firing into 
Ieslie . and were sniping at. . the LP 
when 3 ~roopers came to their aid. 

1'We st-ar:ted moving towarcl.S the 
perimeter Wt a sniper zeroed in . on 
us: and "!le headed for c~r b_ehind".~. 
boulder_, " continue9. Eaton: · . . .. , :-·· ·· 
.·. The.ri' they ~saw 3 "JNA: ~ling 
ti5war~ ·them froin ·the, ciirSction : or the 
perimeter. 11Things · ·were .get,t:ing· bad 
by then, n remarked Eaton. Th~y sh6t 
the NVA but didn 1t kill. them.· Frags 
were thrown ·from perjmeter po.sitions · 
and finished the enemy off. 

More reinforcements arri'ved and 
broug)lt the · group up . to 12 men. They 
silenced the sniper arid set up a per­
imeter ·in a small rice paddy near by 
arid brough~ in a . ahopper to evacUD.te 
the wounded. 

They tnen manu.evered back to the 
p·erimeter. · 

,t\flQRT.£\RS LIGHT . .. - . ~.. ":. .. 

THE W.AY 
Itts a· proven fact tbat,the men 

of the mortar platoon of Charlie 
Company'; 1st Battalion, ·5th CaVal.ry, 
.have proyen themselves in combat time 
after time' . after time' . not with a 
fight, but with "lights". 

:One·· of· . the main jobs .ror:'a mor­
tar platoon is to supply the company 
with illur.d.nation, the on-the- spot 
lights. up suspected movement. So be it 
for Charlie Company indirect weapons. 

When all ambushes and CP's are in 
place, the Fire Direction Center (FDC) 
pl.-ots all; locations !or· "llghtsn 1 plus 
defensive U:!rgets. · Things then.· Olll:y­
take a matter of s·econds to get roll­
:ing •. From .. t~ sound of the first 
shots the · words fire mission ring 
throughout -the FO"S. Within minu.tes, 
the 11 lights•~ ar·e on c:nd ei,...erycne feels 
somewhat better. After the site is ob­
ser'1ec.,. · the most likely es.ccpe route 
is shattered with the most highly er 
plosive m 81Illm mort.:r ·can pack •. 

A good weapJns pL~toon should be 
treated with. the· greatest respect, 
just us Charlie Company l/5th weapons 
plato::m is. 



CLOTl··iES TO 
VIETNAMESE 

Almost all Gis have witnessed 
the resuit of soap thr-OWn to Vietnam­
ese childreno After the initial s·cram­
ble and scuffle, W?U.ally the largest 
but quite often ~he most agile child 
~s the cov~ted item in hand or IltOUth. 

Chaplain J.P. Dulany, . Battalion 
Chaplain with the l/50th Infantry has 
found this to be the case with cloth­
ing as he has ottempted to distribute 
it to the Vietnamese· families in the 
AO. After several disheartening at­
tempts to distribute Clothing on an 
individual basis a new plan-of action 
was devised. · 

The clothing which is sent by 
former parisho~ers and families in 
the U .s. is now distributed through 
the combined efforts of the Chaplain~ 
a · VietnaL'les~ iriterpre~er, ~ .. Thanh . 
supplied by"_ 2 Bde S-5 and the of­
ficials" ·ot· .. ~ refugee hamlet south of 
LZ Uplfft which is the group r.eceiving 
continued support through the programo 

Th~ Chaplai."l,. his ·assistant, PFC -
Sublett, and Sgt Thanh carry the 
clothing to the hamlet off.ice. where 
the village officials discuss anci 
determ:irie the neediest families. The 
clothl:ng is . then distributed. During 
the past two months ·more . than fifty 
families have received adequate 
clothing through this program of 
distributiono 

The most recent innovation was 
the purchase and distribution of 
cloth to the neecl;y' .families qf the 
hamlet o Men of the l/50th donated the 
funds that allowed the purchase of 
more than 175 meters of cloth to be 
distributed to the Vietnamese. The 
cbth was purchased on the· local 
economy. and distributed i.'l the same 
manner as the cloth:ing. 

Chaplain I;W.any · states that the · 
clothing distribution is a continuing 
program as be receives boxes of cloth­
ing. from tl1:e u.s. ~ery_.rew weeks. 

l T ·""-~s· A DUOI • 
Booby · ·traps are reared by sky-­

troopers more than anything else and 
Charlie is a master at setting them 
up. They are almost imp .ssible to de­
tect, until ymi step on thein. Then it 
is usually too late, Unless you are 
lucky like Lt George Ring, 24, from 
Union, New Jersey. 

Charlie Company 2/12th Gav was 
search:L"lg for ene::iy mort.'.!r positions 
near LZ Ross. They moved slowly-meth-

4 

odically searching the areao Frequent 
stops were made to blow deserted 1112.­

sonary houses that would provide sh~l­
ter for the enem;r. The day i;tr.:1;!; 

smoothly and the 40lb. shape charges 
tot.ally destroyed 6 structureso 

Late in the cl'ternoon they were 
instructed to move to a near hilltop 
to be extracted nnd flown the 2000 
meters back to LZ Ross. 

It was good news to the Sky­
troopers who had been moving almost 
exclusively by foot power for the last 
three months. 

"We reached the hilltop and I be-. 
gan to place my men to secure it, when· 
I felt the ground give way under my 
foot," explained Ring. "I wanted to 
freeze, but it was too late". He had 
stepped on a booby - trapped l05mm 
round. It was set in a small bole cov­
ered with interlaced,_ b<llllb.oo. strips 
covered with soil. The .round did n~t 
explode and he moved far· away from. it 
and let an E ,p.'!}.D team check .. it out. 

. "They told me that the only thing 
th.at saved me were a few grains of 
sand caught in the firing mechanism,"· 
added Ring, " A thing like that could. 
ruin a guys whole day". 

NO REST FOR VC 
When the enemy is observed, the 

triple threat attack of the 2/1.2 Cav 
goes · into action. ARA and gunships 
chase Char lie into his holes. Art­
illery eeps him there, and the Sky­
troopers move in to dig him out. 

The three-pronged attack is i'.ast 
and deadly. Within 15 minutes after 
being alerted C Company, 2/12th Cav 
was in the air moving· in on the enemy 
who were pinned down by gunships. 

The enemjr had been spotted by 
helicopters supporting an air assault 
by Del ta Comp2DY. The artillery· and 
·gunships scattered the VC into hiding 
while killing four. · 

The Skytroopers hit the ground,· 
fanned out, and searched the area to 
finish the job. They uncovered :iumer­
ous concealed bwikers and hooches used 
by the Cong. Explosions ripped the air 
and flames crackled as they destroyed 
everything. Two bodies were :in one 
hole blown apart by ARA. Another was 
found and destroyed. Also a map with 
travel routes marked on it was dis­
covered and added to the growing 
run~unt of captured inform:tion that 
enables the 2/12th to stay ahead of 
the enemy. 



STOP NVA RE-SUPPLY 
The Skytrocpers Call.tiously closed 

in on the small group o:f Vietnamese. 
The pecple were chatting as.they work­
ed. Quick movement. in the nearbj'" brush 
betrayed someone sne.ak:ing i:wa:y, a.-id D 
Company, 2/12th Cav went into action. 

Delta Company su:cprised the 
people while moving along a tr·ail on a 
search and de~troy mission. The day 
before / they b:::.d found numerous caves 
cr.d tunnels. Rice and other supplies 
were stored in them, but the ene:ny was 
not aroundo Now the Skytroopers 
were hoping to catch Charlie as he 
mcie i. :· trip to his caches for sup­
plieso 

"I noticed · fresh footprints in 
the. trail" s;:.id SP4 Chris Jensen, 20~·· 
from·L.Ac, Calif',;' 11 Then ·we heard. 
voices aheaC. of uson They moved quick-
1y but cautioU.sly toward the noises,; 

The Vietnam-.Jse_-· were caught by 
surprise~ The people were packing 
rice in small packages for the VC to 
CarT'/o T'oey were also putt.ing sup­
plies into the pouches on web gear. The· 
webgear was loaded with 70 rounds of 
smcll. arm5 ammo, and had cleaning 
eqUipnent and other supplies attached 
to it,. 

· They noticed i:. womz.n trying to 
escape into a tun11el. She was brought 
out of the tunnel and scuched. Th<m 
PFC Roger L. Illmco, 24, f:rom Questa, 
New Mexico, .and PFC RoIUIJ.d • Story, 21, 
fror.i Pl.Eia~a."lt Hil1, Ce.lil., searched 
the tunnelo They retr·i·eved an AK-47 
. rifle with a full 30 round banamia 
clip~· and other supplieso . 

A quantity of. roiti-wcr propaga."lda 
wr.s also found in the area. Their ware 
two or three different lcdlets urging 
the Skytroopers to give up. the 11hope­
less, unjlst wc.ro 11 . 11'Thesc people :nust 
be nuts pas&ing out this . gro-bo:.ge, 11 re•. 
m.n-ked Jensen. 11\fuo d.o - they think 
they &re kicltd.ngl!''1 

215 
GET ATTACK-ED 

Back in the 30!s an Orson Welles' 
radio progrr·.m led half cf America to 
believe that we were being u.tt:-.ckeC. by 
outer spac~. Recently, a peculizr set 
of circu..'r.st~"lc~s pla:;rec:. a · , s:b,il<:r 
prc.ctical joke on some fifty-oc!d sol­
ciiers of 2d nn; 5th C::-:v:-.lr;,• at LZ 
Uplift. 

For two c:z;,·s prier, rcpcrts had 
been triclclin~ in of :;;iorto?.r attacks at 
1.z'1s Baldy, Ross :r.d I.eslia, <n d Camp 
Radcliff. For two clays, practice 

alerts hcd been held at Upli...'..'t to 
ready the·, troops for en .:lttack. The 
word was liwelre due to be hitn and 
everyone h.':.~ ths were.. To top it all, 
it wa:• th.:: eve of Independence Dey for 
fadochi."la, :o.n esp:3ciclly appropriz.te 
ti:ae for a Communist attack., 

Fritlay night at the mo-vies fea­
tured 11 The YdJ.lion Eyes ·'Jf sumurun, 
a."ld the new chapel (sans altar) was 
packed. This clas~ B diversion gra.­
dually. led up to "its dismal cl:i.mD.x 
with Robin; plcyed by Frankie Avolon, 
attacking Sumuruts Hong Kong palaoe to 
save Batman from his vic.ious female 
captors, lobbing grenades end. firing 
his pistol 60 times without reloading~ 

Suddenly, the chapel was sb..:-ken 
b'.r an explosion., !..s if someone had 
yellec1. nc~lie 11 or' ''Firell, .e~ry .man. 
le?-pe~ tt:.,_~is fee~ ;o<md be~ pr~ssing 
for the •'.oor trying to : ge:t to thf? 
fighting positions and bunk.; rs. :· N.a 
one: .;was .. tr<!.mpled. sevcrel7. \ 

· .. Once outside, a: seqond explosion .. 
rocked the night·but was e::.s~ icen~· 
tified as the necrey 811 tub\3 crtiller;f 
firing on a seldon used southe;:.st azi.:. 
muth over ·the 2/5 .C<:Illpo· Fifty ocl4 
horC.:core soldiers she3pishly ·returnee\, 
to their rr.cvie. · : 

·~ .. 

PSG .TRAINED 

HI s··· .QFFl'CERS 

When PSG Sharkey Price cmi:e to D 
Comp~.ny 2/12th Cav, he had c re-union 
with some of h:i.s students. !'rice 
taught recoilless · We&pons <:.t Ft. Den­
nig OCS, Officers Candid?.te School. 

F...is new CO, platoon leader, a;i.r! 2 
other off~cers had g?ne through his· 
clc.ss · :!t Banning. 

Price, 39, from Colur.ibus, Ga., 
ciqntt recognize his former students 
but thev re111er.-.bered hirn. With a little 
reminis~ing, they rec~lled the days 

~ ll.t Bcn.'ling. 11 Instructing in OOS w;:s a 
chclJ.er.g~ but vecy ~swarding ex­
perience," re:rnc.rked Price, "The _ :men 
w<>..ntecl to ·.Llearn and get c..11ec.d in the 
J.~ . 

. Now he is glad for the hours of 
work he r.ncl othe::- instructors put.. L-i 
to tr::..in these young officers, be .. 
cc.use they ~e tile 1:.:-.ders lie i'ollofrs 
in co~:.to 

SGT Price also hc.s the distinct­
iQn of being the oldest mc.."l in the 
cor.rp<lilY. 111 r·:!ally h:;:vE: tQ keep en 
~r tows tc: stay o.h~:?.d · oJf these ·young 
guys, 11 s .:.iC: Price. 11 As lone c.s they 
s· c this .:.1ld-timer m.::..'<in::; it through 
th'' r:.;u!ih :~::.ys, they fisure they can 
make it too 11 • 

\ 



Lt Jack.!!;• 1 A Battery, 
1/77 hrtil.lary, is presently attached 
to Company C, 2/5 Cav as i'orwaic. ob­
server. He is also a staunch advocate 
of a Combat .l..rtille~ Badge for 
ro 1s. "We can't get a·cIB, even though 
we deserve it ·as much as any combat!.-

. seasoped infantryman". 
2/5 Cav Bn Arty Lfason Officer, 

Cpt John Scobie, backs Tingley up and 
to t.ake his point, offers the follow­
ing story on Tingley: 

·On New Years Eve, . Charlie Com­
p~ conducted a search and clear op.. 

· eration in thick jun.~e on a hillside 
west ot the- stXu.·-ca.:·--nusIC was busy 
stealing. wha~littla light . filtered 
through· the canopy,. ·-but sine e the: 
mission of :finding Chuck was not yet 
comp:Lete, C Company continued on. J:.:n 
aftarno0n air strike had left deep 
craters- and reduced to rubble much of 
the target, a 'large enemy bunker com­
plex, and led by Lt Tom Nesterak' s 1st 
platoon, the column silently snaked 
their way through the area to pcllcie 
up J'\I1Y survivers before the 1800 truce 
3Ild tot".l. .. ~ess ~ave the enemy 
their chance for leisurely escape. 

Earlier in the dey, when exac:i.n­
ing and pumping Lt Kopaczewslrj ts shot­
gun, a.'l insubordinate shell le:iped out 
3J1d broke Tingley1 s: glasses. .iJ.l he 
had left were prescription sunglasses, 
;?lld now, as ni;;ht set in, his vision 
he:~:m to f-rir. 

Now C Comi:enys CO, Cpt Jim Estep, 
. received the cr9.er to return to the 
villey floor <'.s the truce was fa ef- · 
feet. Tfugley, with Estep, was. in the 
cen.te!' cf the column mov:ing one of the 
deep sraters when, from the 1st pla­
toon point carn.e the sound cf a ~renade 
explosion followed by the chatter of 
M-16 1 s.. .Tha.xe:porl . .o.f.. _.PQ.s.ai"t>.ly 3_:~ 
KIAs ~s radioed back, and Tingley 
sai-i to himself, "·I'm in for it now."' 

Suedenly unothcr NVh regular ap­
pe:i.r ed above the crater, ll!ld SP4 Tal.;. 
~tes and Tingley opened up on : hilll.o 
Down he went. But in the meantime. 
Tingl.ey's rifle h,"ld j0Jm:1ed. . .Almost 
simul.t:meouSJ..:r heavy firing opened up 
near the creek in the valley. PFC Dod­
son, po:int for SSG Furedi' s .3d platoon 
h:~d r;unned 1o-wn one of two bushwa.ckers. 

·That did it. Fate had reduced 
Ti."lg].ey to a jumble of ·jangled nerves 
and crer,ted a scene which no man in 
Charlie Co::ip:my is soon to forget: Lt 
Tingley with <'.n H-16 club slung on his 
back, a useless p.:>.ir of gl.'.J.sse,s perch­
EY.l on his nose, waving a pistol with 
his right h-md, ,-:rippi.-lg his RT0 1 s 
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shoulder with his left hand, and 
shoutfag, "Laa.cl. me off of hez'e, I 
can't see.n 
• 11It 1 s comical now, 11 says Lt Ting-
ley, 11but :not then. Now, don't I d~ 
serve the CIB? 11• To this, 1SG Ed Funk­
houser adds, "He'd !Jake a greci.t .inf;;r..- · 
tryman, but we save the CIB for those 
who want to enjoy those wonderful and ',, 
exciting experiences during a lifetime \ 
career. Join the In!nntry". · · 

RED LEGS 
A,.1:- T A~C K E-0 

On 24 Deember, Battlin Bravo, 
1st Bn, 77th Arty was probed in t-heir 
position at An Khe. it.bout 10 minutes 
after the probe, the vicious attack 
c:lID.e. Bravo 1:1et the attack which 
pnly lasted a short while. The 
attack came from the north and was 
proceeded by the ringing of bells and 
laughter, which the eneey was obvious.l. 
1y using to d!;lllOralize the · batts17. 
The counter attack ·was led by Bravo 1 s' 
brave leader, Cpt •. Nolte. The execu-j 
tive offic·er was directing the diroct 
fire a."ld th·e lethcl. beehive round. Be-i 
cause of this direct fire the en~ 
was repulsed. Immedintecy the intrepid 
officers of Bravo went out to assess\ 
damage. What was found is hard to be­
lieve but here is the list: they found 
a modified jeep, eight animals and a 
fat bearded man in a red jump suit. 

I 
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CA.VALRY 
The gallery of cav-alry greats is 

packed with f.run:ius faces. ·Julius 
Caesar,·· Ghengis Khan, Attilla, ·Kin,g 
Artnur, Napole:Jn, lee, Struart, For­
rester, Sheridan, Sherman, Custer, 
C:ioke, Geronimo, Crazy Horse, Persh­
ing, Villa; Teddy Roosevelt, Patton 
and countless others all galloped :L~to 
history- on horseback. Though the horse 
is now eone, this heritage lives today 
in cavalry designations and trad­
itions. 

The Black Knights of the 2d Bn, 
5th Gavelry, formed in 1855 by the 
honorable Jeffers:in Dav-is, U.S. Sec­
retary of War, led first by Col Al­
bert Sidney. Johnston and .later by Col 
Robert E. Lee, retain ·maily cavalry 
trZ\ditions. 

In the field, "sad:Ue up" is the 
c-:>mr.iand to eet ready t-:> m"Jve. · And the 
Vietnc:r..ese 11 Kit C~s-:>n 1 s 11 are of 
c~urse, remiriiscent of th.at tireless 
old cavclry guide. 

. At LZ Uplift, the Black Knights 
hold officer's. call. at ieoo hrs and 
at. a Round Table. A bugler· with the 
u."llikely name :>f Grant, SP4 Jay Grant, 

·· beei:ls each day with reveille and ends 
each day with taps. A favorite past­
tir.ie is pitching horse~h:ies. Fondness 
for the ladies, ::...J. old cavalry tradi­
tion, is an strong as evero Red Cross 

· £;irls are eagerly received, and espec­
ially. Margie Holt, .a gr~at niece of 
Robert E. le:::. Another trooper born of 
cavalry ~ is Lt Bili· Kehoe, HQ Co 
C::>mmander, a very distant cousin of 
Cpt Ke:Jui;h, wh:Jse horse was the sole 
surviver ::if the Garry Owen disaster at 
Little Big Horn. 
. One could add, of course, th.at 
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the spirit of cavalry is ever present; 
aggressiveness a.."ld the desire ~o be on 
the move. One cculd also ;Liken the mo• 0 

bility of the chopper with the.mobil­
ity of the horse. Juth.:mgh the flesh 
and blood variety are n:it right here, 
the mechanical h:>rses of the FIRST 
TEAM sh'::l\-T the W".lrld the best cavalry 
evecy asse:rr.bled for c:mbat. 

When asked if there is a place 
f:n- the old h:irse cavalry in Vietnam 
LTC J?seph B. Love, 2d Bn, 5th Cavalry 
Comr.ianc!er, replied, 11Hell, yes! There_. 
is nlways c. place for horse cavcl.-y •. 
Here in the U::ilift .:u-ea w:e could use 
m:;un·,cd tro.,pers f.:r reconning the 
HcDon·.·uch Trail, searching the less­
veeetated dr-J creas, :L.~creasing troop 
m::bility <::.t ni;ht, and increasing the 
element of surprise on c::irGons. If we 
didn rt have birds or tracks, we·' cl love 
the horse. Losistics and m:Jney are the 

only points against it·. How could you 
feed both the horses ancl tod<!y 1s y:Jnng 
Skytro:Jpers? Still, we ought to hllve 
11 few horses ar?Und just to train the 
officers and sergeants. If a man knows 
how to handle a horse, he'll be a bet­
ter leader·of men.11 

Z/12 
( cm."T FROM p .iGE l) 

• 1'Witlrlil. 4 m:inu.tes after tha at­
tack . began defensive ~unter mortar 
.fire was . zeroed in -:Jn the eneicy po ... 
siti::lns :nly a few· hunqred meters 
north -:lf Ross, 11 · s¥ltecl · $Fe · Riobard 
Keeie, from HollSton, Te·xa.'\, duty NCO 
in the TOG. Alth::ugh the per:imeter de~ 
fensive wire was cut the NVA were kept 
fr:im breakine; the perimeter,; 

LZ Leslie was hardest hit. It W2.S 

defended by D Comp<my with :::ne attach­
ed olatoon of P. Comp2!JY. "The WlA were 
alr~ady through :ur barb wir~ when the 
mortars started, 11· explained Cpt Rich­
ard Kasprzyk, fr'Jm Chide.go, ID., D 
Company's co. ''When the illumination 
went off we c:Juld see them slithering 
al:lng like snakes with wire cutters 
making a path through the wire • 11 

The first attack crone from the 
east, followed by one on the north, 
then the southo 

Sappers. spe2.r-headed the attack 
throwing sachel charges at bunkers 
from as close as 15 feet. 

llThey seemed to know where .. all 
:::ur positions were and went straight 
for them," said Cpt Kas;:ryzko "I 
could see one :NV A officer s.tancling on 
a rock directing his men UJ.!til we 
killed hiJn. 11 

The NVA pushed inside the perim­
eter and. hit the Skytr:iopers frJm all 
sides. They stayed well spree.I! ·Jiit ·55 
that area type weap~ns such as ~lay­
m:ires and beehive rounds were n:it . ef­
fective. It was a close, h<ird f::iught 
hand to hand bci.ttle. 

"lt" men did an outst.:\ndine; job)" 
eimphasized Cpt . K.:i.spry-zk.; . "Their 
discipline and marksmanship were ~ut­
standing." The Skytroopers held their 
p::isitions, reto:>k d:unaged bunkers .:.nd 
evacuated their w:iunded while the 
fierce fighting raged all :>ver the .LZ • 

One Skytro::per killed a...~ ~'VA in 
his d<?magod bu.nker with a po.cket 
knife when his weap::m was empty. An­
other wouncloid man plc.yad G.e.:.j while 
~ ~NJ, 11t.r1pped off his w.'.!.tch me! 
r:ine, then killed the enemy as he 
turned t:i la,1v<J. · 
(CONT ON ?.\lllti fl) 



(CONT FROM P ~GE 1.) 
son co of the l/50th, all four units 
operated -lilce cl'.lck'11ork together with 
the supp::>rting elements from the Red .. 
leg Battery, ARA, Spcoky and the Air 
F:::rce throwing in an occasional bomb 
or twco 

As the· hostilities came to ·an 
encl about 1200 hours on the 4th, the 
findings · totaled 97 NVA dead and a 
large number of captured enemy weap­
ons; including SKS' :s , AK-47 1s, B-40 
r0ckets, and the best prize a Rus­
sian made RPGK 50 Rocket Launcher 
which was in excellent · sha;;ie. It wc:.s 
qui~~-a !ield. ~y for the J?raves, but 
all w1ts .no.t over 0 
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(CONT FROM PAGE 7) 
• The iWA fired 35 l2mm rockets, 
200 82mm m::irt<J.r rounds, ' 100 60mm 
mortar rounds, 25 51 recoilless rifle 
rounds, 90 75 recoilless r:µle rounds 
c.t 1Z Ross alone. 1Z Leslie had re­
coilless, mortars and 050 cal fire 
fr~m all clixections. 

The· ~oopers had a confirmed 
enemy body count of 201 KIA. Two 
complete 82mm mortars, numerous 
rocket launchers, AK""47 assault 
rifles, amm::> and flame throwers were 
captured plus webgear, grenades and 
other equipmento 

_ ~~ 2!j:f~~~:L~~h, the: 
~~~ ·-·.~ 

the v:i.1~ of: Xuan Thanh. Agafa·~ 
was with them;· wd!:_king ;d.th ~ 
Nati::inal Police they d;L,scovered a.~ 
bunker, result; one NVA .pril?oner· O! 
w:r and thrae very stuoborn, but .~ 
dead NV.A who cho.s~ to clle- in ~ 

Acooriling to Major William Scud­
der, from Bil::>xi, Mi.ss., 2/12 exec­
utive officer o ''The c~~dinating ;'md 

~;~~~6~~~~-~;.~.-

bunkers. , 
On the 6th, Captain~' CO C! 

the Bi:aves decided evertthfug bis 
Braves touched turned to gold.;': .A.!3 Lt.· 
Pike, 2d platoon leader kept the 'w:l:n­
n.ing streak alive as his platoon dis­
covered a VC coming out of a spidEg:' 
hole trymg to escape. The VC haven 1t 
ye:t learned that y0u don't 'outrUn an 
APC, especial?-y :ne belong~ ·~o ~he 
Braves;. The sub;ie~t was ·policed up 
quickly and was found to be an e:x:cell-. 
ent collaborator. 

organiz.ed to fie;ht effectively. 11 

.Dm-1ng the battle LTC Gregory was 
in c::ol!IIllaild of his battali::in, 4 artil­
leJ.!'Y. batter.:ies, l attached mech<!nized 
infantry troop, and 2 attSched in­
fantry .companies from l/7th Cav. He 
nioved aroUnd .1Z Ross during the at­
tack, carrying his own radio so he 
ifsmld not endanger .an RTO, to assess 
damages and deploy ·hiB ·resources to 
~t a¢vantage. At first light he flew 
to 1Z Leslie and directed. their de­
fense. He· larided while the LZ was 

. st_il.l:, under . attacko . He then returned 
"t9. . .,.Iip8s to prepare Jµs units to d'efend 
_against .further enemy attacks. 

At the end of the day, the. 2d 
platoon had picked up 8 confirmed VC 
PCM=s. 

Would you believe that the Et-aves 
had a few more 7s left in the ctl,ce. 
The Battalion S-2, Cpt John A. Topper 

l . ·nl\,,..... :--l 
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b.<J.cl reported .a suspected "fNA b\i'!!le 1 . BRIG;l.!E ~ 
camp :,µi _ __ t~e.. ~9.~!;eal?tern . <\:.~ 1: ·rot.-~--~ MCOONOOGH· 
.;!::ti.ti,f~; 'the f;o_++::WJ:ng= :nr.irpJ.I_Ig· at . .- l DEMY :i:lRm.AilE ~ · 
-0700 !fours the Brc:.v:is make a. c::>mbat LTC' JmES B. VAUGHT 
a:sault_on the a::e~ ~ith the aid of.3 BRIGADE EXECUTiilE OFFICER 
air str~es, artillery supprt <:nd two LTC :ia'l:HUR J. LEAftY JR. 
y::ung Vietnrunese boys who. had vol- l/5TH Cl.V/.IBY CO~ 
unteered to lead the Braves :to the •;TC ROBERT L ''RUNKIE 
area. WlJ,~n they reached the· suspec~d 2/5TH ~C.li.V.AIRY co~· 
area, th: ~ t-o· the':b.-'surprise LTC J.B. LOVE 
wtlk7d right. Jnto the unde::gi-o~d B/12TH CAV.AIRY COMMANDER . 
h:ispital, whi_ch ha~ been l.c:.1~ ::J.de LTC RICHARD 5

0 
3'IEET 

;~n by the ro.r s~ikes ond artille:r.r :v'50TH'.~IF.QITRY COMMANDER 
.1..ir;• The !3r~ves picke~ ~p 3 m::>r~ NV.n. LTC ALBERT L. HUTSON 
KJ1l s frora this area anc.:. c:estroyec;. the l/77TH ARTILIERY COMMANDER 
NVA base camp. , ,, LTC J,\MES R. WHITE 

~s the weeK en::.s, s::::me of ~he EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 
&tthng Bravo Braves h11ve taken ti.:ie lLT WILLI.AM E. WITSCHER 
out from the wzr to grease up their NEWS ~DITO.., 
11...- t Il h · 11 hil · th es• .!!. .L '"' i•J::::~ er'.)US ·;ac J.Iles ' w e. . e r v SP4 FP.A.\fi{ A. COCCHI..:;RELLA 
c:mtinue the search for Crnrl::.e, . all REPORTER 
h'.)pin;z that the 11Good Tirnes 11 cont:uiue SP!i CERISTOPHER J. KEVIN 
for at least ::::ne more day. REPORTER 

SP5 JOEL G. SINGER ---
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