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Elements of the let and 31st NVA Regiments

KILL 201 NVA

2/12

7/ '
LZs HIT

éupported by anti-aircraft, mnortar, heavy weapons
and suicide Sapper . companies hit IZ Ross and 1Z

leslie occupied by’ the
simltanecus effort to
sitions and knock out

At - approximately
0130 hours on Jan 3 the
first mortar rounds fell
on 1Z Leslie. Lt Rich~
ard Maragni, 2L, from

Scotch Plains, N.J, was. '
duty officer in - the

Tactical - Operations
Center on IZ Ross. As he
was receiving word from
leslie of the attack, =z
122 mm Rocket hit within
15 feet of the TOC. "The
whole bunker shodk and I
knew we were going +to
be hit hard," he ex~
claimed, Reports of the
incoming rounds came in
from  elements on  the
perimeter, bub Lt Mar-
agni was already bunsy
calling for illuminatiocn
and scout ships for both
IAZS ty -

. Generators and

power lines were damaged

with the . first rounds.
Auxi commo equip-
ment was utilized while
SP4 Guy Milkovick, from
Houston, Texas, repaixed
the damaged equipment as
mortars f211 around h:.m
Commo was never lost
any time. .

LTC Bob L. Gregory,

- from Monett, Missouri,

moved from his covered
sleeping bunker +to the
TOC dodging the incoming
rounds and co-ordinzted
support for his elements
at both 12st,

(CONT ON PAGE 7)

2/12th Cavalry. It was =
overrun the Skytroopers po-
their artillery supporte.

OPLIFT AGO2GO

ENTERTAINVENT

AND STARS
TO UPLIFT

The Christmas hol-

.idays saw several en~

tertainers come to IZ
Uplift to bring the sea-~
sonal spirit to Black~
horse Brigade Skytroop-
ers. The  Pussycats, a
female band from Aus-~
tralia, brought a litile
rock. and roll to the Iz
on the 24th, On the 26th
the sun brought Diane
McBain and Melody Pate

terson, TV stars” from

nSurfside 6% and F

Troop" res ectlvely. The:
closest ¢ Bob Hope

show got was Phu Cat AFB .

but some = Skytroopers
managed to get <there,
Shortly after New Years
the Armyls own Sinister
Soul Set flew in for a
rocking one hour per-
formance, All in all the

IZ came close to.cele~
brating the holidays in

a fine style!

750 HAS
GOOD TIMES

- What is a2 week like
with Battling Bravo
Braves of the 1/S0th In-
‘fantry? It is not ex-
actly, like a  weekend-
camping trip you might
go on back in the world,
but believe me a more -
exciting week you!ll
never have, During the
period 2 thru 7. Jan
the BravoBraves complet-
ed several missions, al
of which were highly
successful, The week
started with the Braves
in the Crescent area;
south of the +town of
Bong Son, where they had
- been operating since the
unitfs arrival in Viet-~
nam about L months agos
This area had proven fo
be very exasperating
hunting grounds for the
Braves, as they had only
bumped  noses " with
Charlie on rare and
sporadic occassions, -
On the morning of
the 2d, the Braves
received word tc move
"t An lac, a beach
hamlet on the China
Sea, where ° the Deldtaw
Devils of the same bat-
talion had made contact
with - an eptimated enemy
force of 2 companies
‘plus  of 7 NVA, As the
contact continued Bravo
and Charlie Companies
of the 1/Sth Cav were
called into the op-
eration, Under the com-
mand of LTC Albert Rut~

(CONT ON PAGE 8)



CHAPLAIN'S CORNER
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How good are you ‘'zt Predicting :

the future? Can you qualify as a
crystal ball gazer? If you were given
a chance to look into the new year 4o
witness the future events for your
life would you take it?%

. There are several things about
the new year fhat can be expected,
without resorting to crystal gazing
or mystical interpretation,

We can expect new responsibilities

and possibilities in the new year,/

This is to be expected if ~ we ard
growing, changing individuals, - Our
Lord calls upon éeach of us to usé
évery experience as a séépping sboné
to growth and maturity, As we are
responsible . 'individhals, we are al
faithful to our Lord. As we. grow
knowledge, ' strength, love, we re
i‘uli‘:.lllng His demand™ that we e
faithful in the application and use.of
our time, talents, and abilities, ‘New
possibilities of enlargement and ad-
vancement are ours as we use our God-
given talents to the utmost, Mey nox;e
of us rate the epitaph of one who was
buried in a Comish churchyard. "Here
lies a nobody, who set out to go nd-
where, and rot theres"’

We can expect heartaches and con-
flict in the new year. As the script-
ure relates, "The sun shines on the
4ust and’ the unjust alike." .Pain,

sorrowy—and heartache is a part of
life. ’Fh:nﬁpostle Paul suggested thaz
these were to teach patience an
bring hope, As there are hills
there are also valleys and it is man's
portion to travel bothe As Christians;
God walks with us and ‘skares the
burden, the conflict and the hurt. !

We can expect our portion of joy
in the new year. Our joy mdy come
through-a sense of accomplishment, It
may come as we find our selves within
the circle of family.and friends once
again. It may come as we find a re~
newed faith in Christ. The law of
life rightly suggests that our joy
is comuensurate to our use of pes—
‘sibilities ' and acceptance of respon-
sibility.

One thing is for ccrtain, We
have begun a new year, One gquestion
remains., Have you begun this new year
with God? Much that happens this year
hinges upon your answere

CHAPLATN (CPT) JOSErH P. DULANY,
4ST BN (M) 50TH INFaNTRY

A FIRST TIME
FOR EVERY THINC

A combat medic can expect same
wild, exciting, and many times fright—
ening experiences. When the bullets
are flying and everyone else is }mg-
ging the ground, he is usuzlly ruming

fto the hottest spot to treat a wounded
/ouddy., If asked to recall his most

frightening expérience, he will -prob-
lably: talk about a fierce fire-
fight, unless he is in C Company 2/12
Cavalry,

Tt was the most i‘nghtem.ng €=
perience 1 have ever had," exclaimed
SFL Gerald Bolden, 21, from Farfield,
Calif, "I wus so shook=up I didntt
kmow what to “do," addéd SP4 Wayne Ow-
ings, 21, from Oak Grove, 3o, Al of
this vas caused by a litille baby less
than one.day old, In fact not even
born yet. That wos the problen, How do

you deliver a baby out in the boonies?,*

Charlie Couipany was rounding m{
a group of 146 refugees to be llftcﬁ/
out of a village in the Que Sonxﬂis-\
trict. It became very apog.rent/ﬂo the °
Skytroopers that at any ent the
number of refugees would ow to 147,
One of the women- re(\;gze{g:zs begin-
ning to have labo Se S

The two medics were :.nfomed und
decided. thef they had better talk th:l.s
situation over,

NEVER THOUGHT IT-tOUID

.HAPPEN TO US?

: \

The 2/12th Cav. had-ibeen:working
with refugees a lot the last 2 monthsey
The medics had noticed that many of ~
the women were in a  family way, and
talked over the possibility of ‘having
to deliver a baby,.” 'We never really
thought we would actually have it hap-
pen though™ remarked Owings. ™I didn't
have any idea of what to do, It)y
just good that Bolden knew a little ~
bit."

" Bolden had received some training
on how to deliver a baby and watched
a baby being born., "Watching is a lot
different than doing it yourself," o=
plained Bolden. 'We were both nervous
and shook-up but we kept the womsn as
comfortable as possibles™

i helicopter arrived on the scone
and carried the woman to the town of
Que Son where a doctor finished do-
livering the baby.

"We.were sure glad to see her
leave™ said Bolden. "™e were doing our
best to help the baby along but we-
were to nervous to even think what
we would do if the baby ever arrived.
I would rather go through a fire fight
than go through that again'®.




TRUCE INCIDENT'

Was the Christmas truce broken?
SPL Glen Butler of. D Company,
Sth Cavalry thoughfthat it was, in the
late evening hours of C'm'istms Eve
at 12 Upllf ve
. SPL Jim Peterson of HQ Company
2/5th Cav, had not yet gained his
night vision after leaving a brightly
lit chapel .where he had atiended
Christmas Eve carol services, While
“attempting to find his own bunker in
the pitch black dark, - Peterson ac-
nidently wandered to the outer edge
of the defensive perimeter and set
off a trip flare, The surprised Peter-
son, realizing where he was, .turned to
‘reach for safety amid the glare and -
smoke of the fire,

-." Butler, - equally surprised by the
f‘Ia’re s immediatély opencd fire on the
" moving figure 100 meters in front of
his bunker. Scamning the area for more
possible invaders, Butler noticed the
fallen figure still movmg, apparently
" seeking cover. Once again Butler open-
ed fire, but’ a pause in the fire
allowed Peterson's yell to penetrate
the night. "I'm Peterson from HHC, I
carry ‘an M~-16, the same'as you. I'm
hit., Dontt shoot anymoren. i
_ Thé entire 2/5 camp was now alert
and heard Butler ask him to repeat
his name and unit., Having been con-~
vinced that Peterson was a US soldier
and not a VG, Butler immediately ob~
"tained medical aid and led the way to

Petersono

Petersonts sk:\.]_ﬁll use of cover
enabled him to escape with tihree minor
grazing wounds to the face and back,

When interviewed on the matter,
1SG Hershel Mullins stated, *I don’t
‘mow ‘whether to commend Peterson for
digging the world's most  instant fox-
hole,~ or to chew out Butler for not
being able to shoot straighter.”

A LONG,
SCARY NIGHT

When 1Z Leslie was hit by a large
WA attack, 3 men from D Company 2/12
.Cav, manning a listening post outside
the perimeter, were completely cut
off from help. They held their pos-
ition and fought off the NVA until
help asrrived after day-break..

I thought it would be my last
night alive," exclaimed SPL Ronidld
Story, 21, fron Pleasant Hill,
They didn't hear any novement until
the mortar rounds began hitting the
perimeter. Then they found cover in
a opening between some boulders., '"We

2d Bn, .

Calif..

could see the .NVA {ighting all
around . the " perimeter and they had us
cut off” and surrounded,” he explained

They kept the NVA away with small
arms fire, frag grenades, and ARA
support. -

e held them  off realiwell.all
night but we were really worried about
now we would get back to the perimeter
in the morning," began PFC Jerry Eaton
20, from Merion, 11, The third man on
the LP was .wounded and they had to
carry him along with them, '

The NA were still firing into
leslie and were sniping at the LP
when 3 Skytroopers came to their aid,

© e started movz.ng towards the
perimeter But 2 sniper zeroed in on
us and we headed for'cover’ behind A,
boulder," contimued EBaton, = . i
. Then they .8aw 3 HVA mﬁ)wlmg
£5wards them from ‘the, dnrection ‘of the
perimeter., "Things - were gebtmg bad
by then," remarked Eaton., They shot
the NVA but didn't kill them. Frags
were thrown “from perimeter positions”
and finished the enemy off,

More reinforcements arrived and
btrought the group up : to 12 men. They
silenced the sniper and set up a per-
imeter in 2 small rice paddy near by
and brought in a chopper to evacuate
the wounded,

They ttien manuevered back to the
per:.meter.

MORTARS LIGHT
THE WAY

It's a- proven fact that'the men-
of the mortar platoon of Charlie
Company, lst Battalion, Sth Cavalry,

‘have proven themselves in combat time

after time,- after time,. not with a
fight, but with "lights®,

Orre~of- .the main- jobs for:'a nor-
tar platoon is to supply the company
with illumination, the on=-the~ spot
lights.up suspected movement. So be it
for Charlie Company indirect weapons.

. When 211 ambushes and CP!s are in
place, the Fire Direction Center (FDC)
plots all/ locations for "lights", plus
defensive +targets. Things then. only
take a matter of seconds to get roll-
ing,  From--the sound of the =£irst
shots the words fire mission ring
throughout -the FOB. Withirn minutes,
the "lights'® are on and everycne feels
somewhat better, After the site is obw
served, - the most 1likely esczpe route
is shattered with the most highly ee
plosive an 8lmm mortar can pack. . -

A good weapsns platoon should be
treated with. the  greatest respect,
just as Charlie Company 1/5th weapons
platoon is.




CLOTHES TC
VIETNAMESE

Almost all GIs have witnessed
the result of soap thrown to Vietnam-
ese children, After the initial scram-
ble and scuffle, usvally the largest
but quite often the most agile child

has the coveted item in hand or mouth. '

Chaplain J.P. Dulany, Battalion
Chaplain with the 1/50th Infantry has
found this to be +the case with cloth~

ing as he has attempted to distribute -

it to the Vietnamese families in the
A40. After several disheartening at-
tempts to distribute clothing on an
individual basis a new plan of actlon
was devised.

The clothing which is sent by
former parishor;ers and families in
the U.S. is now distributed through
t.he combiried efforts of +the Chaplain,

- Vietnomesd interpreter, Sg® Thanh

suppln.ed by. 2 Bde S-5 and the of -
ficials® ‘of '3 refugee hamlet south of
LZ Uplift which is the group receiving
contimied support through the program.

The Chaplain, his ‘assistant, FFC -

Sublett, and Sgt Thanh ecarry the
clothing to +the hamlet office where
the village officials discuss and
determine the neediest familiés, The
clothing is .then distributed. During
the past two months more than fifty
families have received adsquate
clothing +through ¢this program of
distribution.

The most recent innovation was
the purchase and distribution of
cloth to the needy. families of the
hamlet, Men of the 1/50th donated the
funds that allowed the purchase of
more than 175 meters of cloth to be
distributed to the Vietnamese, The
cloth was purchased on the ~ local
econonmy. and distr:.buted in the same
mammer as the cloth:ng

Chaplain Dulany ' states that “the

clothing distribution is a continuing
program as he receives boxes of cloth-
ing from the U.S. every few weeks,

T WAS A DUD!
Boohy traps are feared by Sky-
troopers more than anything else and
Charlie is a master at setting them
up, They are almost imp ssible to de-
tect, until you step on them. Then it
is usually too 1late, unless you are
lucky like Lt George Ring, 2L, {from
Union, New Jersey.
Charlie Company 2/12th Cav was
searching for enemy mortar  positions
near LZ Ross, They moved slowly—meth-

odically searching the area. Frequeni
stops were made to blow deserted ma-
sonary houses that would provide shel-~
ter for the enemy. The day wwat
smoothly and the LOlb, shape charges
totally destroyed 6 structures.

Late in the afternoon they were
instructed to move to a near hilltop
to be extracted and flown <the 2000
meters back to LZ Ross, :

It was good news to the Sky~
troopers who had been moving almost
exclusively by foot power for the last
three months.

""We reached the hilltop and I be-.
gan to place my men to secure it, when-
I felt the ground give way under my
foot," explained Ring. "I wanted to
freeze, but it was too late™. He had
stepped on a booby - trapped 105rm
round, It was set in a small hole cov~
ered with interlaced. bamboo strips
covered with soil. The round did not
explode and he moved far awzy from it
and let an E2.D team check it out.

. "They told me that the only thing
that saved me were a few grains of
sand caught in the -firing mechanism,®
added Ring, " A thing like that could
ruin a guys whole day®. |

NO REST FOR VC

When the enemy is observed, the
triple threat attack of the 2/12 Cav
goes into action. ARA and gunships
chase Charlie dinto his holes. Art-~
illery eeps him there, and the Sky~
troopers move in to dig him out.

The three-pronged attack is fast
and deadly. ~Within 15 mimtes after
being alerted C Company, 2/12th Cav
was in the air moving in on the enemy
who were pinned down by gunships.

The enemy had been spotted by
helicopters supporting an air assault
by Delta Ccmpany. The artillery and
‘gunships scattered the VC into hiding
while killing four.

The Skytrocpers hit the ground, -
fanned out, and searched the area to
finish the job., They uncovered aumer-
ous concealed bunkers and hooches used
by the Cong. Explosions ripped the air
and flemes crackled as they destroyed
everything. Two bodies were in one
hole blown apart by ARA. Another was
found and destroyed. Also a map with
travel routes merked on it was dis-
covered and added to the growing
amcunt of captured informetion that
enzbles the 2/12th to stay zhead of
the enemy.
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STOP NVA RE-SUPPLY

- The Skytrecpers cautiously closed
in on the small group of Vietnamese,
The pecple were chatting as they work-
ed, Quick movement in the nearby brush
betrayed someone sneaking away, and D
Company, 2/12th Cav went into action,

» Delta Company swurprised the
.people while moving along g trail on a
search and destroy nmission, The day

befere, they had found numerous caves
aid tunnels, Rice and other supplies
were stored in them, but the enemy was
not ardund, Now  the Skytroopers
were hoping to catch Charlie as he
mzde & trip to his caches for aup-
plieso

nT noticed fresh footprints in
the. trail® szid SPL Chris Jensen, 20,
from L.Ac, Califs W“Then we heard

voices shead of us," They moved quick- )

1y bub cautiously toward the noises¢

‘The Vietnamese.. were caught by
surprise. The people were packing
rice in smail packages for the VO to
carry. They were also putiing sup-
plies into the pouches on webgear. The
webgear was loaded with 70 rounds of
smzll arms amio, and had cleaning
equipment and other supplies atitached
to ite

"They noticed =& womzn trying to
escape into a tunnel, She was brought
out of the tumnel and scarched, Then
PFC Roger L. Elenco, 2L, from Questa,
New Mexico, and PFC Ronald -Story, 21,
from Pléssant Hill, Celif,, “ea.rched
the turmel, They retrieved an AK-L7
rifle with a full 30 round banamna
clip, and other suppiies,

A quantity of. anti-war propaganda |

wes 2lso found in the area. Their were
two or three different leaflets urging
the Skytroopers to give up.the "hope-
less, unfust ware® "These people must
be nuts passing out this gerbage," re-
marked Jensen. "Who do - they think
they zre kiduing®?

2/5 HARDCORE
GET ATTACKED

Boeck in the 20!s a2n Qrson Welles!
r?cio progrem led hal? cf America to
believe that we were being attocked by
outer space, Recently, a peculiscr set
of circumstendees played a  sinilar
practical joke on some fifty-ocd sol-
éiers of 2d Dn, S5th Cavelry 2t LZ
Uplift.

For two days pricr, reperts had
been trickling in of mortar attacks at

1Z!s Baldy, Ross md Leslie, md Camp
Radcliff, TFor two days, practice

alerts had been held at Uplift to
reacdy the.troops for an attack, The
word was "Welre due to be hit" and
everyone had the werd, To top it a.]l,
it was th: eve of Inuependence Doy for
Indochina, an especinlly arpropr1<.te
time for a Communist cttack,

Fridzy night at the mnovies fea=
tured "The Million Eyes of Summuru,
and the new chapel (sans altar) was
packed. This clas: B diversion gra-
dually_ led up to 'i‘bs dismal climax
with Robin, pleyed by Franide Avzlon,
attacking Sumruts Hong Xong palace to
save Datmen from his vicious female
captors, Jlobbing grenades and firing
his pistol 60 times without relsading,

Suddenly, the chapel was shoken
by an explosion, A4s if someone
yelled "Charlie" or:"Fire®, every .man-

ha_d :

lezped te. his feet .and veggn prcssing E

for the coor trying to. get to  the
f:.ghtlng positions "and bunk\.rs. - Ko

© Gne. was. trampled severely,

“.Once outside,
rocked the night: but was ezsily 1den-l
tified zs the nemruy 8" tube e.rtlllery

. firing on a seldun used southecst azi-

!

muth over the 2/5.camp,: Fifty odd
harccore soldiers she..*.us‘xly raturneck
to their mcvie,

PSG TRAINED

T OFFICE RS

. When PSG Sharkey Price came to D
Compeny 2/12th Cav, he had =2 re-union
with some of his students. Price
taught recoilless - weapons ¢t Fte Den~
nig OCS, Officers Candidate School.

His new CO, platcen leader, amc 2
other officers had gone through his.
clcss ot Benning.

Price, 39, from Columbus, Ga.,
didn?t recognize his former stucents
but they remembered him, With a little
reminiscing, they reczlled the days
at Benning, "Instructing in OCS weas a

challenging but very rewarding ex~
perience," remarked Price, "The _ men

wanted 4o tlearn and get zhead in the
Lomyat ’

. Now he is glad for the hours of
work he and other instrvctors put in
to train these young officers, be~
cause they cre the l:iaders he 1rl-ons
in comtote

SCGT Price also has the ¢ 1st1_r‘ct-
ion of beinz the oldest man in the
company. "I really hsve o keep on
my tous tc siay ahead "of these - voung
guys," szid Price, "As long os they
s-.¢ this old-timer makinz it through
the: rough fays, they figure they can
make it too'.

a seaqond explos:Lon '

N



A Battery,

1/77 Artl]lary, is pre«ently attached '

to Company C, 2/5 Cav as forward ob=~
server, He is also a staunch advocate
f a Combat Artilleryman Badge for
FO!'s. "We can't get = CIB, even thcugh
we deserve it 2s much as any combat-
. seasoned infantryman®.
2/5 Cav Bn irty Liason Officer,
Cpt John Scobie, backs Tingley up and
to take his point, offers the follow=
ing story on Tingley: :
"On New Years Eve, Charlie Com=
pany conducted a search and clear op-
-eration in thick Jjungle on a hillside
west of the Suodi Ta.”  Dusk Was busy
stealing whaf) 1ittla light . filtered
. tl"rcugh the canopy, -but since
mission of finding Chuck was not yet
conplete, C Company contimied on. 4A
ernosn air strike had left deep
craters and reduced to rubble much of
the target, a‘'lzrge enemy bunker come
plex, and led by Lt Tom Nesterak's ist
platoon, the column silently snaked
their way through the area . to prlide
up any survivers before the 1800 truce
and total darkness gave the enemy
their chance for leisurely escape,
Earlier in the day, when examin-
ing and pumping Lixga_gj;eﬁggl: shot—
Zun, an insubordinate shell leaped out
and broke Tingley!s glasses. 4ll he
had left were prescription sunglasses,
and now, as night set in, his visien
bezan to £=AT,
Now C Compenys CO, Cpt Jim Estep,
.received the order to return to the
villey floor as
fect, Tingley, with Estep, was in the
center of the colurm moving one of the
deep eraters vwhen, from the 1st- pla-
toon point came the sound of a crenade
explosion followed by the chatter of

M-16's, The report.of. possibly 3°NVA

KIAs was radioed back, and Tingley
saii to himself, "I'm in for it now.'r
Suddenly enothcr NVA regular ap-
peared sbove the crater, and SP4 Tal-
ementes and Tingley opened up on : hin,
Down he went, But in the mezntime,
Tingley!s rdifle had jarmed.  Almost
simulteneoudly heavy firing opened up
near the creek in the valley. PFC Dod-
scn, point for SSG Furedil's 3d platoon
had gunned down one of two bushwackers,
-That did it., ~Fate had reduced
Tingley to a jumble of -jangled nerves
angd crented 2 scene which no man in
Charlic Company is socn to forget: Lt
Tingley with an H-16 club slung on his
back, a useless pair of glasses perch-
e on his nose, waving a pistol with
his right hand, aripping his RTO!'s

the: -

the truce was in ef-

© came,

shoulder with his left hend, ‘and
shouting, "Lead me off of here, I
cantt see.B

"It!s comical now," says Lt Ting-
le‘y, "but not then, Now, don't I de—
serve the CIB?™ To this, 1S¢ Ed Funk—
houser adds, "He!d make 2 great infzn— -
tryman, but we save the CIB for those
who want to enjoy those wonderful and ™
exciting experiences during a lifetime
career, Jdoin the Infantryt, -

REDLEGS
AT TACKED

On 24 Deember, Battlin Bravo,
1st Bn, 77th Arty was probed in their
position at An Khe, About 10 mimtes
after the probe, the vicious attack
Bravo met the attack which
only lasted a short while. The
attack came from the north 2and was
proceeded by the ringing of bells and
laughter, which the enemy was obviouse
ly using to demoralize the 'battery.
The counter attack was led by Brawo! s’
brave leader, Cpt. Nolte. The execun
tive officer was directing the dlrnct
fire and the lethal bechive round, Be—:
cause of this direct fire the enemy
was repulsed. Immediately the intrepid
officers of Bravo went out to assess:
damage, What wes found is hard to be~
lieve but here is the list: they found
a modified jeep, eight animals and a
fat bearded man in a red jump suit,

__ CREWED WENS———56 57

BODY COUNT—
OPERAHON
PERSHING

11 FEB ~ 18 DEC 67 9 JiN 68

KIA , 962 1112 !
B 936~ 961

TNDIV WPNS 367 405




HORSEZ CAVALRY

The gallery of cavalry greats is
packed with famous faces, - Julius
Caesar, Ghengis Khan, Attilla, King
Arthur, Napcleon, Iee, Struart, For=-
rester, Sheridan, Sherman, Custer,
Cooke, Geronims, Crazy Horse, Persh-
ing, Villa, Teddy Roosevelt, Pattdn
and ccuntless others a1l galloped into
history on horseback. Though the horse
is now gone, this heritage lives tcday
in cavelry designations and trad-
itionse

- The Black Knights of the 24 Bn,
Sth Cavelry, formed in 1855 by the
honorable Jefferson Davis, U.S. Sec-
retary of War,
bert Sidney. Jotnston and later by Col
Robert E. Ice, retain -mahy cavalry
traditions., .

In the field, "sadile up" is the
. command to get ready to move. - And the
Vietnamese "Kit Carson!s" are of
course, reniriscent of that tireless
~0ld cavalry guide.

At 1Z Uplift, the Black Knights
. hold officer'!s. call at 1800 hrs and
at. 2 Round Table, A bugler with the
_unlikely name of Grant, SPL J2y Grant,
tegins each day with reveille and ends
each day with taps. - A favorite past-
time is pitching horseshoes, Fondness
for the ladies, an 21d cavalry tradi-
tion, is an strong as ever. Red Cross
girls are eagerly received, and espec-
ially Margie Holt, .a great niece of
Robert E, Lec. Another trooper born of
cavalry Biscd is Lt Bill Kehoe, EQ Co
Commencder, a very distant cousin of
Cpt Keough, whose horse was the sole
surviver of the Carry Owen disaster at
Little Big Horn.

. One could add, of course, that
the spirit of cavalry is ever present;
aggressiveness and the desire to be on

the move. One cculd alsc liken the mo=
chopper with the mobil- .~

bility of the
ity of the horse, 4lthough the flesh
and blood variety are not right here,
the mechanical horses of the FIRST
TEAM show <the world the best cavalry
every assembled for combat.

When asked if there is a place
for the old horse cavelry in Vietnam
LTC Joseph B. Love, 2d Bn, 5th Cavalry
Commancer,
is always 2 place for horse cavalry. .
Here in the Uplift area we could use
mounied trospers for reconning the
¥cDonvtugh Trail, searching the less~
vegetated dry zcreas, increasing troop
msbility at nisht, and increasing the
2lement of surprise on cordons. If we
didn't have birds or tracks, weld love
the horse. Logistics and money are the

led first by Col A£l-

replied, "Hell, yes! There: .

cnly points against 'it. How could you
feed both the horses and today's young .
Skytrospers? Still, we cught to have
a few horses around just to train the
officers and sergeants, If 2 man knows
how to handle a horse, he!ll be a bet~
ter leader of men.”

'2/1.2

(CONT FROM PAiGE 1)

"UWithin - L mimites after the ate
tack began defensive counter mortar
fire was zerced in on the enemy po~
sitions only a few hundred meters
north ->f Ross," “spated - FC Rioherd
Kéefe, from - Houstéon, Texay, duty NCO
in the TO0C. Although the perimeter de-
fensive wire was cut the NVA were kept
from breaking the perimeters

IZ leslie was hardest hit. It weas
defended by D Company with one attach~
ed platocn of A Company. "The NVA were
already through 2ur barb wire when the
mortars started,™ explained Cpt Rich-
sré Kasprzyk, £rom Chicago, 1., D
Company'!s CO. 'When the illumination
went off we could see them slithering
2long 1like snakes with wire cutters
making a path through the wire.”

- The first attack came from the
east, followed by
then the south, .

Sappers. spearw-neaded the attack
throwing sachel charges at bunkers
from as close as 15 feet,

" "They seemed to - know where 211
cur positions were and went straight
for them," sa2id Cpt Xascryzk. "I
could see one NVA4 officer standing on
a rcck directing his men until we
killed him."

The NVA pushed inside the perime
eter and hit the Skgtroopers from all
sides. They stayed well spread Jat 'sd
that area type weapons such as olay-
mores and beechive rounds were not  efe
fective. It was a close, hard fought
hané to hand battle.

"My men did an outstanding Jobi"
emphasized Cpt . Kaspryzke "Their
discipline and marksmanship were sut-
standing.” The Skytroopers held their
positions, retook damaged bunkers cnd
evacuated +their wounded while the
fierce fighting raged s11 over the IZ.

One Skytrooper killed an NVA in
his demaged bunmker with a  pockeb
knife when his weapon was empty. An-
other WouNded man pleyed dezd while
an NVA atripped off nis watch @md
ring, then ijiled the cnemy as he
Cumed t> ‘ang. '

(CONT ON 2Acli 7y

cne on the north,



*

. Braves touched turned to golds '

camp -
MstnEHasy  the idﬂ ;
0700 hours the Braves make a combat’

(CONT FROM P4iGE 1)

son CO of the 1/50th, all four units
operated Yike clockwork together with
the supporting elements from the Red-
leg Battery, ARA, Spcoky and the Air
Fcree throwing in an occasional  bomb
or twcoe

. As the: hostilities came to..-an
en¢ about 1200 hours on the Lth,the
findings ~totaled 97 NVA dead and a
large number of captured enemy weap~
ons; including SKS's , AK-L7!s, B-LO
rockets, and the best prize a Rus-
sien made RPGK 50 Rocket Launcher
which was in excellent shape. It was
quite-a. field day for the Braves,
ail was ot over.

‘ mo:bmng of thé"5th, the
: .ﬂs.m.m 4 :

the vﬂkge of Xuan .Thanha Ag‘.:n ek
was with fhem, working with Xhe
National Police they discovered a N¥A
bunker, result;
wor and three very. stiboorn,. but vezg
dead NVA who chose to dle- in thedr
tunkers.

On the 6th, Cantam Dem:.s, TO &2
the Braves decided evemh:mg his
As I,

but -

one NVA rriscner of .

Pike, 2d platoon leader kept the wine

ning streak alive as his platoon dis-
covered a VC coming out of 2 spider
hole trying to escape. The VC haven't
yet learned that you dontt outrim an

APC, especially cne belonging to the
Braves. The “subject was ‘policed up

quickly and was found to bé an excelle,

ent collaboratore

At the end of the day, the 2d
rlatoon had picked up 8 conf:.rmed Ve
POWise

Would you believe that the Braves
had a few more Ts left in the dice,
The Battelion S-2, OCpt John A. Topper
had reported -a suspect-ed NVA = hase

;in the south~eastern rd

::whg morning at

assault on the area with the aid of .3
2ir strikes, artillery supgort and two

sung Vietnamese boys who had wvol-
unteered to lead the Braves fo the
‘arcae When they reached the: suspected
area, the 3Broves to° thelr-surprise
walked right into the underground
hospital, which -had been 1laid wide
open by the alr strikes and artillery
fire. The Braves plcked up 3 more Wi
PGiIt's from this area and destroyed the
NVA base camp.

AS the week ends, socme of the
Bettling Bravo Braves have tcken time
out from the war +to grease up their
"Menstersus  Machines", while® the rest
continue the search for Charlie, all
hopinz that the "Good Times” continue
for at least cne more 4day.

st:tn under attack.

{CONT FROM PAGE 7)

The HVA fired 35 12mm rockets,
200 82mm mortar rounds, ¢ X0 &0mm
mortar rounds, 25 51 recoilless rifle
rounds, 90 75 recoilless rifle rounds
at LZ Ross alone, LZ Leslie had re~
coilless, mortars and o50 cal fire

from all cirections.

The- Sytroopers had a confirmed

enemy body count of 201 KIA. Two
complete 82mm  mortars, NUMErous
rocket leunchers, AR assault

rifles, ammo and flame throwers were
capturedé plus webgear, grenades and
other equipment,

' According to Mojor William Scud-

der, from Biloxi, Miss., 2/12 exmc-

uuve officera _"The cq-ﬂrdmata.ng 3nd )

.d‘;‘ s s

by LTC Gregory kep‘h the I
organized to fight effectively,”

During the battle LTC Gregory was
in commend of his battalion, L artile
lery batterdes, 1 attached mechenized
infantry +troop, and 2 attzched in~
fantry companies from 1/7th Cav. He
moved around IZ Ross during the at~
tack, carrying his own radio so he
ﬁmld not endanger an RTO, to assess
damages and deploy his resources to
best .advantage. At first. light he flew
to 1Z leslie and directed their de~
fense, He  landed while the IZ was
He then returned

.»-.-\
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