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JANUARY 967
During the month of 3anuary, a3 it had been for the past 18 months, the 2d -
Battalion 5th Cavalry was deeply set in the Bong Son area for combat operations
in oppositidn to ‘-'the Viet Cong and to the North Vietnameses Army (NVA), The enemy,
‘as it was often described, took many forms, had many faces, and posed many differ
_ent throats to the highly sophisticated organization of the lst Air Cavalry Divis-
ion amd every smaller element incorporated thereln; to include tie individual f‘pld—
ier, While the 2/5 had the unquestioned advantoge of fire powor, direct fire supp-
ort, mamevorability, tactics, logistic supnat, morale, and a well developed .comm-
unications system,the enemy had the advantago of fightipe for their homcland and

for the beliof that their indoctrinators had spoken the truth about the life of

communism.

Tho onay fought aid lived on tho fripge of lunaly; and thoy used a clodk of
stealth, 4 narrow margin of orrory.-and thoodaiand for”rogscurcofulness to' believo
the promise that Vietnam would be for the Viotnamoss. Thoy faced danger, incrediblo
hardship and overwholming military odds, yet they pressed on with a will that was

strongor than all of that, Sometimes thay worc successful, For them a victory could
bo tho death of a single U.,S. soldier who foll prcy to a booby trap or a sniperts

bullet,

What worc tho objoctivos of the enén;xy? Thoy all boiled down to one thing: to
meintain tho status quo of their lush s productive land so the communists could
cntor and dovelop it to satisfy their own nceds and thoreby kocop the promises thoy
had made for so many yoars; To tham, Bong Son and all of Bien Dion Provence was ﬁo
be kept at all costs. For the 2/5, it was tobo 'pacified and clecansd out.
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Oézration Thayer iI had becn in progress for some timeo, and tho mission of
controling tho onoﬁy forcos and proventing the from occupying the area at odds had
boon.quito successful, and after 18 months of combat, tho enemy infastructuro had
been disolved to moarly a watery substance that trickled from the tops of the surr-
ounding mountains to the lush rice pattys that were the prizo for the communistss
Tho arca had been well searched and impoccably interdicted, and what was once the
scone £Z vigorous aggroésion on tho part of the onamy was now a place to hide as

tho Cavalrymen scarched thom out,

Howuvor, the arca was not pacified, and certainiy not cleanod out bocause if
givon the slighost chance, the enamy woull return like bacteria to occupy the cavit- |
los and comence their buildup once again.

The 2/5, commanded by LTC Robert Stevenson, operated throughout the arca and
conducted various movamonts against the onemy to inolude sriarch and,cloar of ville -
agos, mineswoep dotails on roads, ambushos staged at points of suspected activity,
and security of the many rcar areas callod landig zones (L) that served as forward_
ccmmand posts, fire basos and battalion/brigade trains arcas.

As part of tho 2d Blackhorso Brigade, tho battolion wag provided with the
direct firo support of onc battory from the lst Battalion 77th Artillery, one batt-
ery from tho 2d Battalion 20th Artillery (Aerial Rocket Artillery)e For direct com-
bat support, tho battalion had tho sorvices of Co B 8th Enginsor Battalion, and Co
B, 15th Modical Battalion,ant logistical support came from the 2d Forward Support
Element (FSE) who suppliod rations and othisr necessities, In short, the 2/5 had
all the support it could usc, and in the ovent of an emofgoncy, tho general supp-
ort of the othor clements in the divisian could be uged,
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Until the early part of February, the 2/5 hafl occupied secure areas for tho
purpoAse of base defense, and at the same time conducted local patrols to insure-
that the enemy was not in striking range. The companies normally took turns on the .
security missions while other operations were in progress., In essense, one or two
compé.nie:; would secire the LZ's while the others would hunt for the enemy wheror

ever he might be lurking.

The year began at a slow pase, but the monsoon weather that was in effect at
the time was a sure sign that a buildup of enemy activities was eminent. The weat-
: her phyed a very significant role in combit operations, and it was probably the
largest advantage that the enemy had over the fast movl!ng Skytroopers. This advant-

age was used to its greatest extent.
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e , FEBRUARY 1967 ‘
End of Thayer II (lCav)

11 February 1‘67 marked the end of Operatlon Thyer II and the beginning of
what was to be the operatlon for the 15% Cav for tho ned year' Openatlon Porshlnb.
The name was changod “but the mission and the results vore somewhat the gsame: 1o
aearch and clear the v1llages, “to COntrol the usc of highvways 1 and 505, and to
1nterdlct and harass thc operatlons of the 1st and 2d NVA D1v131ons, whose presenﬁo
was not only suspocted but conflrmed by 1ntellivence, sitlngs and dlscoverles that
contlnucd throughout the entlre year. In addltlon to the NVA thero were touﬂhts at

RS

the tnne that a malnforce VC wag trylng to recruit replacemants for large-scale :
S " W s . . . : . X R o .| l_,

operations in the Bong Son area. '

LN . . .
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“The AO for?theAZ/S’was basicaly from the Mui Mied;mothtaih complex. to the
ocean; an arca that included tho famous 'cresent'--a}eite‘of significant findings
for all of the companies in the 2/5., The terrain and the goneral topography for the
arca was quito a contrast as the steep Jungle slooes of the mountaing tapered off
into platueus and flnally to the. lush lowland patty faelds that wore frequont hiding
places for the VC/NVA,LAlso‘included,woxe'the sandy. beaches that, housed what later
bocame. kmoun as the 'Rockpile®'~--a natural rock. formation that was literally toaming

with enamy soldicrs who :occupied the. 'ant colony! of tuﬁnolsvlocahed therpin,

'~The‘February weatheriwas.traditionally\poor with:frequen# rain and relatively.

\
cold temperaturea. The visibility was also, quite poor ard caused: quite a detremévt

B
f

to, the operatlons, esp801ally at night,, This, vas a boon torthe-enemy who used, th% :

\

concealnent of the fogband raln to nove at night. W1thout detectlon, amd they also

used the softness of the ground to plaht mines and booby trans. k



Even though the enemy managed to escape, their presence was now confirmed and

the battalion was alerted to future contact., For the next several days all of the

canpanies moved into the amea of the contact to search and explore, and they found

several weapons and other supplies that were stored throughout the area, but no

definate clues in regard to the size, location or identity of the phantam VC clan.

On the 26th of the month, the battalion moved closer to the tunnels of the
Nul Kho mountains on the strength of intelligence reports that indicated possible
activity there, The Nui Kho mountains were part of the Cresent, and it was known
that the VC/NVA had used the trails and tunnels to store and transport rice and
equipment, Additiona.:lly,‘ same of the recon helicopters in the division spoti;ed
movement in the aeea, and LTC Stevenson reacted by sending Co's C and D to invest-
igate, The weather had cleared somewhat, and hunting conditions were favorable once
again,

Co C established their forward operations base (F O B) on the slope of a
large hill as the top was infested with poison ivy. This caused a slight disadvant-
age, but Co D was on the next highest ground, so there was 1little chance of a
ground attack from above, Nevertheless, the company remained on alert and at 2300
3 men with weapons were spotted on a trail about 300 meters from the location of
the company. They engaged with organics and took the trio by surprise and the foll-

owing day 2 soldiers with green uniforms were found KIA-—they were decidedly NVA,

This find prompted a patrol to find the third soldier, and tracing an obvious
blood trail led to the discovery of one lightly wounded female who said that she
wag .a cell leader for a local VC platoon, but did not know much about the NVA sold-

iers whom she was aiding,
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MARCH 1967

" Durinz the first few days of M;ar.'ch the 2/5 continued their mission to search
and clear the Nul Kho mountains, and at the same time, they moved cl'o.ser to the
heart of the Cresent, Mosﬁ of the caupanies were well spread out, and LTC Stevenson
was convinced that continued operations in the area would turn up more clues of

the VC company, and perhaps, even same of the NVA.

The battalion gained the opera.tional‘ control (OpCon) of one company of the
LOth ARVN Régiment who joir;ed in the search, They were helpful in that they could
interrogate detainees on the spot and determine thelr true identity. Additionally,
nsjrchological operations (dropping of leaflets form aircraft, and loudspeaker broad-
casts) w&e being employed to reach the enemy who could easily disguise themselves
as civilians. At the end of 4 days, 38 VC and 28 Civil Defenders (those who assist
the VC/NVA) were interrogated. The information that was extracted fram these ind~
ividuals seemed to confirm the earlier suspicianls that a mainforce VC unit and per-
haps a sizable NVA force were in the area to prepare for an upcoming offensive,
Althousgh the particulars of this evidence wn.é not ?rima facie, it did alert the

battalion,

Along with tentitivme plans to remain in the mountains, the 2d Brigade also
had anticipated a future parlay in the An Lao Valley that was located between the
mountains and the Bong Son plain. Although there was no definate connection estab-
1ished between what was found in the mountains, and what was alleged to be in the
valley, the captives all indicated that they had travelcd in both places, buﬁ did
not say what they were doing there, It was further indicated that a portion of the -

9th Battalion, 18th NVA Regiment was in the area in force,
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On the 5th of March A and B companies were on base defense of LZ's English
and Dog, and C and D companies searched in their assigned AO's, In the morning
Co C spotted 3 NVA soldiers who were attempting to evade into the hack brush, All
3 were killed. Later that same day, Co D spotted 2 more soldiers; they killed one,
but the other escaped. The companies were separated by several kilometers, but by
the end of the day both had reported sniper fire from numerous locations. They no
casualties and no further assessments, but because of the highly unlikely nature
of this type of contact.from so many locations, LTC Stevenson set out to recon the
area with his comand and control helicopter. While airborne between the location
of the 2 companies, the craft received 3 hits wounding the copilot and the assistant
operations officer. On the morning of the 6th, the sniver contact continued, and the
division recon heliceopters were dispatched to make an estimate of the situation,
but they had negative findings. However the operations map at the battalion cammand
post was dotted wth the suspected enemv locaticns, and the Colonel retained his

suspicians and anticipated a contact---he was right,
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THE BATTLE OF HOA TAN

During the night of the 6th, the cmpanieé were subject to constant harrass-
ment from sniper and mortar fire that was directed at them, but the enemy force
was located by this action, and confirmed to bé in the village'of iioa Tan, a ‘c;yp-‘
. ical farming community that is shown on map 1. During the night artillery was engag=
ed, and the rocket equipped helicopters from the 2/20 (ARA) were sent to the scene.
“to silence the snipers and the mortars. The tactic.worked well, and by morning the
?/S.wa;s prepared for the most significant action of the past year.-- an action thaf,

crushed the notorious 9th Battalion, 18th NVA Regiment.

As morning came, the ARA ships remained on station to fly cover for C and D
canvanies as they moved forward. into the village. At the same time, A and B were
airlifted to the opposite side of the location ;c,o serve as a blocking force., All
of the companies received hemfy volumes of fire fram the enemy who had occupied
fortified positions with overhead 4cover, The weather had turned bad again and the o
.adva.n'.c,age was given to the eneny whb had 3 rifle companies fortified with mortars
and rockets, Despite the heavy fire, the companies moved in suffering only light .
.casualties, and they began neutralizing the enemy positions with organic weapons,

artillery fire, and tactical air strikes from Air Porce fighters,

In essense, the 2/5 literally strangled the eneny force, and as they tried
to escape, they were caught in the human nets that surrounded the village and kilgle
eds

As night fell, it was thought that the remainder of the enemy force would
make a last desperate attempt to escape, but the Battalion was ready for this as

intensive final protective fire data for the artillery was established, and other
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measures such as daylike illumination from organic mortar tubes. In addition-to

this, hundreds of Claymore comand detonated mines were set on the likely avenues

of escape.

At the outset, the battle resulted in 81 NVA soldiers KIA and and: several -
mote WIA, Those who weren't captured or medlcmllv eveauated eventually escaped

carrying with then a well learned lessdl,

The real significance of the battle was the new intelligence obtained in re-
gard to the identity and location of the enemy units that were now confirmed to be
in the area, Plus, it gave most of the soldiers in the battalion their first chance

at a large contact with a sizable enemy force.

Even though the battle of March éth left the 9th Battalion sorely disorgan~
ized, the possibility of renewed contact seemed eminent because the reports of

additional units that were in tha area continued to flow in, As the companies

. searched the terretory, they found new trails and other eveidece that supoorted

the suspicians that another NVA unit was still at large.

AN
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| " THE BATTLE OF PHJ NINH e, > C’L//@7 W
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On the morning of March 11; Co C moved into a blocking position near the
village of Phu Ninh while the elements of the 4Oth ARVN Regiment conducted a
sweep of the interior. The sweep had progressed smoothly, and at 1000 hours,
Captain Don Markham, the co; instructed the 3rd platoon led by 1LT Dana Gerald
and 3SG John Kriedler to conduct' a local patrol to the south to insure security
to thevrear. After they had moved about 1300 meters fram the rest of the caﬂpany,
Kriedler spotted a man running from them down a trail, He took aim and killed
the man who turnedtout to be a local hamlet guerrilla armed with a couple of hand
grenades, Tjis discovery did not cause any great excitment as the appeai'ence of
a local VC was not uncommon, and Markham ordered the platoon to continue its miss-

ion,

Kriedler and another man, SP4 Jose Garsa continued to root around some small
huts that were near the trail when one enemy with an automatic weapon openéd up
and killed the pair on the spot, Gerald, who was about 200 meters away reacted
ouickly and brought the remainder of the platoon to the sound of the latest shots,
When he arrived, all seemed clear, but another wekl concealed soldier fired and
‘ killed Gerald and 4 other men, The platoon tock cover beside same of the huts and
contacted Markham who estimated the situation to be a platoon pinned down by one

squad of VC, He coidd not have known that Gerald had stumbled into the front door

of the 1”th NVA Regiment, '
’ q.)([/’/} @‘/

The Regimental Headgquarters had occupled the high /d/{hi},l .82) Nk ectly
south of "Plm Ninh- (map_Q):, where the initisl contact had boean .n{éde, About na1ge
way down the hill was a trench that was over 6oo feet long that was the main
defense for the top of the hill because it was filled with enemy soldiers. There
were numerous buulders that served as intermedlary covered positione. for the troops

that occupied the hill below the trench. At the base of the hill were spider holes
‘ -11=



bunkers and natural defilade positions that were the hideaways for the troops
that not only killed Gerald and his men, but who held the rest of the platoon at

bayi

Markham moved the remainder of the company to the vicinity of the Hamlet, but |
‘. ;r‘epeated trys to salvage the platoon failed because of the superior enemy position's
~and the fire vower, The enemy had ekillfully allowed the intruders to venture in-

) s:_idé their killing zone and then held them as bait for the remainder of the elem-
_ents. Markham now knew that he was up against a little more than he had originally
estimated.

B2/20 (ARA) was called in to determine the extent of the: enemy positions in
relation to the pinned down platoon and to the mest of the company, and also to
neutralize some of the more vulnerable positions., Thelr efforts were partially
successful as the view from sbove gave Markham a more conclusive picture of the
eneny situation., The employment of the high explosive rockets on the ARA ships

allowed a 7 man rescue force to assits the pinned Skytroopers in moving by cover-

ing them from above and from below the enemy positions,

While the rescue effort was in progress, Co D, commanded by Captain Richard
- N, Mc Inerney was airlifted to assist Co C by establishing blocking positions
to the east of their location. The plan was to effect the rescue of the platoon

and then force the enemy off the hill by employihg air strikes and artillery fire,

The roscue force succeetded in drawing close enough to the men in the platoon
to place effective fire on the enemy positions while eaeh man crawled to safety

beneth the thick under brush. The entire move was camplete in about 1 hour, but it
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was only another hour before dark, and with the weather worstening, the time ele~

ment ﬁecame critical.

Both of the companies pulled back slightiy and fanned out to complete their
blocking positions while the Air Force fighters came on station to drop their
ordnance on the trench and on the other positions. This action literally cast a

stane in’the hornet!s nust_as-the enemy-soldiers.swarmed off the mountain into the

hands of the 2 .cmman/ies.

Cpt Mc Inerney occupied blocking positions with the second platoon, _Sp-oratic
clashes with the furidus and frightened enemy erupted throughout the night. It
Eecame necessary to secure an LZ so that some of the‘wbuhded friendlies could be
Medevaced; and since the second platoon was in the most favorable location for such

A Lz; Cpt Mc Inerney ordered the platoon leader, SFC Albert Cuellar, to move back

and get to work on'it,l but in so doing, a lone NVA soldier who was attempting to
6lip past thelr poaltion fired his AK A7 and killed Cpt Mo Iderney., Cuellar insbant-
ly agssumed command of the company and informed the other platoon leaders of this.
Then, the entire platonn ‘fired‘ at the position of the lone sniper in an effort to .
finish him. His riddled body was found the next day, Cuellar then pulled back to
sweure the needed LZ for the Medevac choppers and fired si@ﬂ flares to identify
their location, However, as they attempted to iand, several .I' mortar shells were
fired near the LZ to diecoui'age themr, Cuellar saw the flashes fram the tubes and
inspired the platoon to lay down a heavy base of fire to pr;event any further. fir-.

ing, It worked, and in three minutes the 7 wounded men weré on their way to a hos-
\

.pitel in the rear.



The mortars never resumed firing and during the remainder of the night only
shortlived contacts exhisted. By the following morning, the enemyv units had left
the battle field taking thelr dead and_ wounded with them and hiding them as they
went, However, 26 bodies were found in addition to 53 wounded and 145 captured,

A subseouent analysis of certain documents taken from an NVA political officer
positively identifled the unit as the 7th and what remained of the 9th Battalior;xs

of the 18 NVA Reziment and the Regimental security group.

The actual count of the dead was undeterminable because the bulk of the sold-
who occupied the fortified positions on hill 82 were buried or simply laid in tang=-
led heaps in various locations, But the interrogation of the prisoners revealed

that 1f the unit was not completely wiped out, it was disorganized beyond repair,

-1 h_



iaarch ended on a relatively low note as t;i*xe battalion settled down af_te.r-;' 153
action and as the enemy s]ipped back into ob]j.vion' to regroup for an appearence
in another act in their war drama, ... The 18th NVA Regiment was, at best, a mach-
ine with ks main part missing, and woéd not pose amother threat to the 2/5 or

to the Bong Son area for several months. ‘

// w«_p;f’. aciad oo o~ ‘ F 1

/ + -7 Although the bat.tallon enjoyed unparaﬂleled victory during those few days in

e

e March, she had also sui‘fered the loss of several outstanding officers and men—--

EY S  IY

‘a loss that is never mltigated by the success of any battle. But such are the trag-
edies of . war, and LTC Stevenson as well as the rest of the unit knew that- thelr
loss would serve as a constant reminder of the dangers that the communist forces

in Vietnam could create until the day that their final battle would be fought.
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APHIL 10A7

in the early days of April the OpCon of the 2/5 was was relinquished by the
2d Blackhorse Brigade and assumeé by the 1st Air Cavalry Di\}ision as the battalioq
| movéd to Camp Radcliff (bivision Headquarters) for the mission of security, In ess-
‘énce, this mission entailed the physical security of the well developed camp, and
of the nearby village of An Khe with the ajoining overland supply route to Qui Nhon,(\l '
. a major seap§rt on the China Sea. \

At the same time, the Marines, who occupied the I Corps;, had decided to move
_there forces at Duc Pho to the Demilitarized Zone to control the infiltration of
eremy troops. In order to do this, the 1st Air Cavalry Division was selected by

General Viestmoreland to replace the Marines at Duc Pho until a conventional divis-

ion could move there permanently. On 7 April Operation lejeune was commenced

The 2/5 spearheaded a brigéde task force that, at the end of only 12 days,
killed 177 enemy soldiers, established 2 fully operatiomal hardtop airstrips, 2
major roads, a Sea Line Of Coninunication, and one of the 10 busiest sea ports in

~all of Vietnam,

The mission for the battalion was to secure and assist the «round- -
the-clock activities of her organie support elements(2d FSE, 8th Engineers etc)
and to seek and. destroy the enémy who .octupied. the area., (MNote: thig was the first

that Army troops had ever ventured into I Corps Tactical Zone.)

As the support elements began to take shape, the remainder nf the battalion
'lbegan making combat assaults from LZ Guadalcanal to the north east for the pur-

pése of engaging the enemy. In just a few mihutes, the Airmobility Cancept had

thrust the Cavalrymen much farther thai the Marines had ever gme, and out of

the reach of the minss and booby traps that had been set for the Leathernecks. .
~16—- -\‘



As a result, large groups of NVA soldiers were caught completely by surprise

as the companies emerged from their helicepters and as the gunships and ARA ships
raked gnd ranted in the confused mass of humanity, Without inflicting a single
US casualty, the bulk of the 3rd NVA Division's advanced party was killed, wound-

ed or vcaptured in a single day of Alr-Cavalry action, and those who escaped tock

* with them an example of what to expect in II Corps,

In the meantime, the men from the 2/5 who had stayed behind to assist the

men behind the scenes sotn learned of a new miricle: the miricle of men and mach~

. ines working together in a cooperative venture, Ohe Skytrooper remarked that "I

went to sleep in this open field and when I woke up there were planes taking off

on a brand nww airstrip”,

Just 12 days after it had begun, Operation Lejeune came to an end fer the
2/5 and for the Brigade Task Force, But they returned to Bong Son with the know-

ledge that in the light of a limited mission, their efforts had been most succ—
essful,

-17—



MAY 1967
April ended on a low note with negatiw}e z;ction or finding in Bong Scn. As
'May tock over, 2 companies operated in the Dam Tra O Lake area while the remain- \"'\
2 companies worked in the Phu My vallpy, The mission for the battalion was to \
catch the enemy int the act at night and destroy his work during the day. The
enemy was trying to regain the foothold they had lost during the battles of March

and evidence of :his revival was: found over wide areas in the “alley and in the

low-land lake site, : ' N

The clearing weather allowed a new night tactic to be employed to halt the
enemy from obtaining and transporting rice and-equipment: the night hunter-killer

-t eanm,

The helicopters from the 229th Assault Helicopter Battalion and 4 starlight
scope equiped Skytroopers teamed up to find the enemy at night and destroy hinm.
The 4 men rode in an UH-1H that flew at low altitudes and slow speeds to spot
- ’t};e aeny, nce spotted, the man fired a red tracer from his M-16 to mark the
target for a gunship that followed close behind to finish the job. In the mean-
time, another UH-1H hovered high above to drop high intensity flares on cammand.
Despite the relative success of this tactic, it was imposible to tell how much
- damage was actually done because by daylight, any bodies had beem removed and
.other evidence hidden or destroyed. Nevertheless, captured VC confirmed the pun-
-inshing and demoralizing it had on them and on the NVA soldiers who were attemp- N
ting to Op‘!erate in the area. ] -
|
Although the crust of the enemy infastructure had been permiated, and the :; ‘;

int,erior infested with the cancer of disorganization, they were trying for a

9c4neback. The enemy, like the wilderness itself, will leap back with a vengence
~ unless nomebantly controlled. During Operation Lejeune they replanted their seeds,
~18—~
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On the 20th of Hay, the cormand of.ﬁhe battalion was relinguished by LTC
Stevenson and assumed by LTC Joseph Mc’Donnough during a simple ceremony at LZ
English. At the time a consentréted effort on the part of the enemy to regroup

and resupply was in progress.‘LTC Iic Donriough pledged to stop it.

It was felt that the status quo of the VC infastructure could not support

- any large-scale offensives due to their relative weakness, and as a result, the

core of the NV.. forces was weakened considerably. Yet the intelligence reports
contirnued to indicate the possibility of a notable build-up in the beach area——-
a point on the map that had not received close scrutiny in several weeks. These

reports carried a low credibility rating, but vere not berond the realm of poss-—

ibilty as was discovered later.
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JUNE 1967

May slipped into June without incident as the companies continued their
missions as before. In an effort to make use of the .,.irmobilily concept, several
air assaults were made daily to cover a greater aréa tocatch the VC by surprize.
It was a common pxzctice for the enemy to observe a comany a@s it moved into a
location and then work in another location in relative safety. The battalion
staff was aware of this practice, however, and plans were made to move a single
company as many as 4 times a day to confuse and harass the eneny. On the 6th,
Co i. moved into an area of spotty treelines and open fields where 3 VC males
were spotted and killed. 4 subsequen® search revealed 8 bunkers and a small cashe

of mixed ammunition and rice.

The following.week, the remainder of the companies made similar discoveries
in separate locétions finding rice, webgear and a few early Russian rifles, The
bunkers, for the most part, were new and hastily constructed which igggesﬁfd 2'7
crash effort to occupy this particular area, Later that week, C2/5 5;t£§;géu3
military aged males who later admitted ther were VC. They stated that they and
several others had worked their way south from another location using boéts. Their
mission was to bolster the local forces for an upcomoing offensive in the Nui
liien lountains. The Navy swift boats that operated on the waters along the beach
had apprehended 29 VU in small boats the week before, and now a definate pattern

of infiltration and subsequent preparation had emerged confirming earlier suspic-

ians of enemy activity along the beach and at the base of the Nui Mien Mountains.

In additon to the large number of air assaults, tha battalion gained the
OpCon of the 1lst Battalion 69th irmor that was instrumental in the cajture of

several VC who had participated in across-the-water infiltration.
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In the light of these findings, LTC kc Donnough was convinced that a major
build-up was in progress.

S

On thet.\21st;;\/of June,@/S smashed into the location of an estimated company
of Nu at the vb/ase of the Nui Itden Hountains. The initial contact was immediate
and intense, and\§§>3 was sent into the area to assist. Several 1lift ships from
the 229th assault Helicopter Battalion received many =~ hits from small arms fire
but there were no casﬁaltiesf The NVi 'company was situated on the high ground and
had attacked the lead .element of the company as they Jmoved into . the area. .Thls
gave them an advantage that was compounded by the fact that they (the frdendlies)
were too close for artillery or nRi to be engaged. s furious battle insued as B2/5
closed on the enemy who were clustered in a relatively small area. 9Ok recoilless
rifles were used to penetrate the bulk of the enemy fortified positions. The cont-
act diminished only 4 hours later and the casualties from the N. company were
heavy , The preponderence resulted from the large caliber direct and indirect fire

that destroyed their only hope for survival: the bunkers.

The comﬁany was later identified as an advanced party of the ill-fated 1¢th
NVi. Regiment who, it was later discovered, had designs on reestablishing a foot-
hold in what formerly was their prime recruiting grdund. Obviously their efforts
were seriously curtailed, but the NVi. have an almost insurmountable will to be
victorious, and the 2/5 was slated with the mission of ovércoming tﬁis will by

remaining in the immediate area to prevent any other buildup.

In addition to these efforts, the companies conducted methodical search and
clear operations at the mountain complex in a large natural rock formation called .
the Rockpile. The battle of the 20th, it was then discovered, had yielded many
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more eremy deaths then was originally assessed. Several bodies were found hidden
in the caves and tunnels in various stages of decomposure. In addition to the °

bodies, several cashes of rice and equipment were found,
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JULY 1967

The month of July proved to be a quiet month for the battalion as they prov-
ided security for the local 1Z s and for the Bong Son Bridge Complex. The security
mission is a guaranteed period of relaxation boceuse very little threatened the
fortress of even the smallest LZ, In the case of the bridge, even a nighttime
probeé would be ludicrous because of the development of its defenses. The bridge
was inside tripple rows of hoavy concertins wriro  laced with trip flares, Clay-
more mincs and other anti intrusion devices. In addition, close by were 2 major
1Z2s, English and Two Bits, and constant mortar patrol missions were flown by Batt-
ery B 2/20 irtillery (u&Ri). The odds were sufficient to make it clear that amny
attack would svell certain disaster and untold retaliation. Thus, the Bong Son

Bridge Complex and the surrounding LZs remained pacified throughout the Bien lien

Campaign.

During the day, the companies conducted local patrols with the Mational
Police Field Forces, a government malitia group, whose primary function was to
find, detain and classify VC suspects or Civil Defenders. However, the daily

operations resulted in negative findings.

On the 26th, the battalion was relieved of its security missions and returned
to the Cay Giep Mountains for methodical search and clear operations,and closed
out the month with no significant action or findings, There were plans brewing to
probe the 506 Valley that was to the : west-.:  of the Cay Giep complex as the 1/5

had experienced several small contacts there and had found all the signs of

enemy activity.
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AUGUST 1967
Throughout the month of iugust, the battalion continued to work with the

NPFF in search and cleér missioné and close screening of small fragments of the
enemy who were scattered about the area from the Iui Mibou lountains, to the crese
:ﬁT‘ent and the expances of flatlahd thdt vas in between, Normally, the companles o
Awould cordon a village while the NPFFs swept through to interrogate the population

and inspect the ID cards that are: issued to civilians. Those who did not possess

a,cérq or who appeared—suspicious in any éther way were sent to IPi for further

- interrogation and classification, Out of JOO péople found, it was easy to assume
‘that at least one would be a CD (civil .defender), and when one was found, it was

.a simple matter to extract more information from him for several reasons. First,

a CD is not a hard core soldler and has not been indoctrinated or trained as one, f‘

and he is usually induced to serve the VC.by force, intimidation or violence.w-'f
»4He risks his life to traffic rice and supplies for the VC purely on the strehgth |
th’at his life and the lives of his family depgncis on it. If he fails, it is cert~
‘ain thaﬁ his family will be killed, and his home burned—-he fears the VC gnd

* he obliges. However, if he talks when he is apprehended he will be evacuated with

‘his'family to a refugee camp where he is,?afe.

_th the month progressed, several CDs were captured and detained, and the sub~

sequent information that was extracted from them revealed that there was activity.

in small amounts at various locations in the mountain complex and in the Rockpile,

1

- By the 16th, LTC Mc Donnough decided to return to the area. The com:anies
‘foundfresh signs of the enemy---bunkers, smwall cashes of munitions and equipment

and assorted weapons, With the exception of a few US carbine rifles, most of the

weapons were new iK47s that were hidden in the base of. 2 wells that cleverly con~
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cealed connrecting tunnels., This discovery was m.de by Co ns hit Carson scout, a

former VC who abandoned his unit to join the wmerican forces. He knew the conmon

~ hiding places for most everything, and his assistance also led to other discover~

ies such as several cases of ChiCom gas masks and about 200 Russian-made gas

gréhades.
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The eneny force had apparently seen the danger that took the form of one
company of Cavalrymen, and they- separated themselves into small groups to resist

capture, but .in so..doing,: ‘they. sacrificed their organization which: made them.’i-~5 :

.f‘;‘feven more vulnerable ‘to Pratt and his men who did not leave a single hid:mg place

ent that this was really a sizah.e cvxenv force, and: that their etaging area had

been completely interdicted by fiz .

arter 10 days of cordinuen cenracia, mors aen wers be‘in;; c‘aptm"ed' or sirly
giving up than were being 'kllled, and they all seemed to affirm’ that they had

been caught completely off guard. Furthermore, their' supplies of food had‘gone

‘ceriticaly short, and the occupation of the area by the Skytroopers made replenish~

- ment nearly impossible.
K11l of these developm nts comblned w1th Pratt's driv1ng leadership netted -
a total of;35 -killed,, hS captured;and 16 wounded with over. .10 weapons. captured

The enemy-fgrée;was identified-as 2, Infantry companies, that belonged to, the 3rd,

* NVi Division,; but. who:were. to, be. assigned to the 8th Battalion,. 18th NJA, Regiment.

In;addition, 2 erormous Al radig transmitters were. found with the complete.and ..
swrrent, Signal Qperating Instructions for the 3rd NV Division-—a monumental .

Jdnd in ibself... .-

- . .A‘V~l.. . fpe, zes I - .o . N ‘ PO & o’ '
B O R Ot A B A P S L PO NS Tl T T RNA S v O SN DS STPS

[}

aRn el dnberdicie )

[

—

Interrogatlon of the prisoners revealed that the 2 com; anies were given the

mission.of. findmg the l8t,h, Bap_tahon _1:8(‘(,}1 NY};{ R:e_girgont for, the purpos? of po ‘er:\_

tem.ng ‘thelr strepgth for. an upcoming offen;sive :m opposition t,or some, of Vthe

Cav,.posi'olons g.n— ,t,he\.Bong' Son area.,, Obv1ously the_lr. plans-\ reaa complfately (;ux:tail-— ‘

|"

ed; by, Prat’o's action againat tbem, and 3t would bake. X: 1ong tnne i‘or the NVA to

.regain, What. was loot

’ v

‘ ' ¢ . DA ve '
N ' . “i‘ AR
J L o

- f.A‘f_-;\,.;beyond suspician. ‘A8 the ‘days went ’)y,,vthe‘assessments mountedvand::.t.-.cam, appar.. R




e » : j;fg///

Pratt's Corner became a matter of reocord from the 2/5 all the way to the
Headquartors of MACV where it was considered to be the most significant ovent
in Vietnam during the 3rd quarter of 1967, and it also turned the tables for
anp large-scale operations for the VA,

Qmw\?)ﬁl et

On the 27th of tho m n%h, LTC Mc Donough was promoted to the rank of
full Colonel and assumod the command of tho 2d Blackhorsc Brigade, and turnod -
the reins @&f tho battalion to LTC Joseph Blandi Love of Prescott, Arizona,
Love had a motto that soon became the symbol of the battialion: to be READY

at all times. The wecks that followed saw the 2/5 live, work and fight for
that motto.
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OCTOBER 1967

On.the second of October, the battalion moved by C7-A to Camp Radcliff once
again to assume the mission of base defense. As always, the mission was greeted
with great favor by the men as the An Khe region was well known to be a pacified

area, and the subsequent operations there were considered to be a pleasure,

The companies conducted routine missions on the outskirts of the fortified
base area that included a mine sweep detail on HY 19 that led to Qui Nhon, and
local patrols in the area. LTC Love made frequent visits to the field to get acg-
uainted with his company commanders, and he spent considerable time with the men.
He was extremely interested in their problems, and did everything he could to

solve them, and he always gave the men encouragement when he left.

During the period, the action had been light throughout the entire area of

operations, and the month ended with negative contact and assessments.
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NOVEBER 1967

The battalion continued to opsrate at Camp Radcliff until the early part of
the monﬁh when reports of VC activity in Bong Son began to seep in. LIC Love was
concerned about getting the battalion back in the action, and so on the 5th, A2/5
moved from An Khe to LZ 1wy Bits .here their OpCon was assumed by the 1st Squadron
9th Cavalry. In the days that followed, the remainder of the companies followed
and began immediate operations in the mountains and in parts of the 566 yalley.A
The contacts were limited in adjacent Ao's, but all the signs of an enemy build-
up ..ere present, and it seemed certain that there would be contact soon enough.

However, there were no positive sitings during the daylight hours,

On the 7th, a LRP team established an ambush position on the apex of several °
trails, and by midnight they experienced a brief but lively contact with an un—
known sized enemy force. The contact lasted about 5 minutes at which time the enemy

withdrew, There were negative friendly casualties, and the LRP team was extracted

JU
without incident. The following day, C2/5 was sent into the area to investigate <£JJL

and they found 2 VC males armed with SKS rifles and D handled shovels,

On the 9th, D2/5 set their FOB on thoe hizh pround near LZ Bnglish to con-
firm roports that the VO had rscomned the area for an upcoming attack. At approx
imately 0130 hours, several pronacdes were hurled inside of the perimeter result-
ing in 2 friencly WlAs, Yho company answered with organics and ongared with art-
lery, and the enemy withdrew, The gearch of tho contact area the following
day revealed 3 VA kia and 2 VCfemales RYA wiio had aprarently joined tiie IVA %o

sarvo as ~uidesg,.

About 3 cays later, a LRP Yeam coutacted adiroximately 10 VC moving north

on a relavivelr larye tirail. Tho onay was talen by surorise, a d 3 were Lilled.
' =30~
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They were heavily laden with rice an’ ammnnitions

‘hose sing continued to apoear dwrdny; the first 2 weelisof the month, aud
LIC Love uas convinced that these incidonts werce pp accident as the contacts point-
ed to a well coordinated effort to lay the ground work for operations in the area,
"However, the problem was that the enemy did their work at nighﬁ and traveled in sm-
all groups during the day to avoid detection. with this in mind, LIC love employed
a 1lst Cav tactic designed to catch the enemy by surprise during the day: the lini-

Cav operation.

By using one platoon with 3 or 4 helicopters that swooped down on suspicious
groups of people, the companies were able to anprehend detainees for interrogation.
The idea worked well, and on the 13th, I2/5 detained 41 military aged males in
open fields in the 506 Valley area. Later interrogation revealed that 11 of these

individuals were VC who Belonged to a local sapper battalion. They all admitted
that they had carried supplies for an unknown M. Battalion who were infiltrating .
into the Bong Son area from the north, The following day, B2/5 discovered a small
base camp in the foothills that included a set of bleachers, a small mess hall

ard a bamboo jail that contained 5 civilians and 4 FFs who said they had been ab-
ducted from their homes 4 days previous. The prisoners vere released for further

questioning that revealed that their cantors had left the area just minutes before

the company had arrived,

The 1dniCav was also used by D2/5 on the same day, and they detained 14 males
and 2 females who were part, of a local VC booby trap platoon. LTC love was satis-
fied that the VC/NVA were assembling in force, and he wanted to catch them in the
open during their sinister activities, so he continued to use the kiniCav technique
while the remainder of the elements continued to search during the day and set an~

bushes at night, -3 1w
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hile enroute to their FOB on the afternoon of 22 lovember, the second platoon
of 42/5 contacted approximately 10 soldiers dressed in black pajamas who had packs
and weapons., The enemy had been moving down a trail that was 200 meters from the
point man of the platoon who engaged them at distance killing one. The remainder
managed to escape as the platoon fanned out.to an on lirv position, but even so,
this action was the first time that any large enciy force had been engaged during
the day and it meant thqt the enemy was now trying to rush their operations and

were therefore becoming a little less cautious,

The following day, A2/5 established numerous ambush positions in the area in
the hope that they could contact the same élement. LTC love was confident that they
would-~~he was right, Just after midnight on the 24th, the company engaged an NVA
platoon that wes moving with large quantities of rice and other contraband. Captain
Pratt had ordered the men to hold their fire until the last last minute, and when
the platoon was about 50 meters away, he gave the order to fire., In 3 minutes 7
VA soldiers met their death,:and several more were wounded. iilso, 2 females were
cap!vred and later admitted that they were leading the platoon to the site of a

battalion command post that was alleged to be in the aren,

B2/5 found 3 MNV. bodies the next day in a tumpel near the scene of Co As con-
taét. They had apparently died of wounds. In the same area, the company found 2
.radio antennas that were destroyed in place in addition to several bunches of pungi
| stakes, 40 grenade bodies, and assorted rice and supplies. This was apparently the

battalion CP, but it was row too well interdicted to be of any value to its intend-

ed occupants,

The action subsided for the remiinder of the month,
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DiCEMBSR 1967
As Movember faded into December, the enemy also seemed to fade into their
skillful oblivion once again, for the signs of them vanished as quickly as they
had appeared, and Bong Son took on all the characteristics of a pacified area,
And so it was in the adjacent £0s that surrounded those of the 2/5. However, the
eyes and ears of the Cavalrymen, and the instincts of LTC love remained alert
to their inevitable reappearence in another time and amother place under separate

and new circumstances,

In the early part of the month, the companies enjoyed varied security missions
throughout the whole of the rhu hy District, but they continued routine daylight

operations and occasional nighttime ambushes. However,there were negative findings.

The misery of the monsoon weather returned, and if there was any activity at
all it slipped by unnoticed because of the endless rain and nighttime fog. Normally
the enemy used such periods to harrass .and probe friendly positions, but even that
tactic seemed abandoned. Fevertheless, the eneny was still there, and everybody
felt it, and so the patrols and other missions continued-—-if not to destroy the

enemy, than at least to keep him honest.

The MiniCav operation was employed by Cos B.and D as they searched the 506
Valley, and by the second wveek of the month, 58 detainees were interrogated result-
ing in the capture &f 4 CDs and 3 VC males, In the process, several old Eunkers
and caves were destroyed along with numerous cashes of rotting rice that was left

behind.

In the meantime, A and C Cos moved into the liockpile to investigate speculation
of VC activity there. They found several badly decomposed Lodies from earlier
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contacts, and 3 9l Chicom pistols, but no fresh signs and no conclusive evidence,
Both companies spent the bulk of their time destroying hooches and bunkers, and

before long, their mission became one of a general clean-up of the area,

as the month progressed, the action remained at a near standstill, but reports
of a country-wide offensive began to flow in from every major reporting agency
in the II Corps Tactical Zone, and throughout all of occupied Vietnam. The offen~
sive was to be a well coordinated attack on the major military installations and
cities that lined the country from one end to the other, It was not known : how
the enemy would mass the resources for such an offensive because the action "~ -, .
throughout the country was lighter than it had been in months, and the signs for

such a build-up were almost nonexistant,

As 1967 came to a close for the men in Vietnam, and another chapter of
the war came to a close for the 2D Battalion 5th Cavalry, all was quiet and all
was calm, But LTC Joseph Blandi lLove, the man who promulugated the spirit of the
READY Battalion was quoted as saying "low is the time to be really READY, because

we shall see Charlie again very soon'". He could not have known how right he was,
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