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J ANUMY~96 7 

During the month of January, as it had been for the past 18 months, the 2d 

Battalion 5th Cavalry w~s deeply set in·the Bong Son area for combat operations 

in opposition to 'the Viet Cong and to the North Vietnameses Arrrry (NVA). Tho enemy, 

as it was often q.escribod, took many fonns, had many fnces, am posed many diffep. 
j 

ent throats to the. highly sophisticated organization aft.he l,1t Air Cavalry Divis-

ion airl evory smaller olomont incorporated therein; to imlude tm inlividual t·old-
.' 

iar. Whilo tho 2/5 had tho unquostioned acl.v<ll1togo of fire powor, diroct fire supp-

ort, marmovorability, tactics, logistic sup?Qt, moralo, an:i a well devolopod cmnm­

unications system, the onomy. had tho advantago of f ightirr: for their homolarrl ruxl 

for tho boliof that their in::loctrinators had spoken tho truth about tho ltfe of 

corrununism. 

Tho oncri1;:r fought a.;.rl livu<l. on tno frj.w;o of li.trk!Cy; nm tJ?.oy usod ·<:f cloak of 

ototlth;, rt n.."'J:Tm1 ranrcin of error;. ·<mi tho•'Cir11crtl for··~oaourcofulness to believo 

,, 

the promise that Vietnam -would bo for the Vietnamese(\ Thay faced. dang or, im1'.'od.iblo 

hardship an:!. ovorwholming military odds, yet they pressed on with a will that was 

stronger than all of that. Sometimes thoy woro successful. For thGill a victory could 

bo tho death of a singlo U.S. soldier who foll pray to a booby trap or a sniper's 

bullet. 

What 1-mro tho objoctivos e>f tho enomy? They all boilod dmm to ono thing: to 

maintain tho status quo of their lush m productive lnn:i. so tho connnunists could 

ontor ani dovolop it to satisfy tho?-r mm noods run thoroby koop tho promises thoy 

had made for so many years. To tham, Bong Son rurl. nll of Bion Dion Provomo. wns to 

be kept ut all costs. For the 2/5, it was toro •po.cifiod an::l cleaned out: 
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iJ Dporation Thayor II hnd bean in proeross for soma timo, and tho mission of 

controling tho onomy forces and provonting tho from occupying the aroa at odds had 

boon qui to successful, and aftor 10 months of combnt, tho onemy infastructuro had 

boon disolvod to moe.rly a watery substnnca that trickled from the tops of tho surr­

o~ing mow1tains to ~ho lush rico pattys that won_· tho prizo for tho. communists~ 

Tho nroa had boon woll aoarchod. rurl :impoccably intcrdictod, and what was once tho 

scone r.~ vigorous aggrossion on tho part of tho onomy was now n place to hido as 

tho Cavalrymon searchod thorn out. 

Howovor, tho area was not pacified, and certainly not cloo.nod out bocauso if 

gtvon the slighost chnnco, tho onomy wou11 return like bacteria to occupy tho cavit­

ies and connnonco their buildup. once again. 

Tho 2/5, connnrurlod by LTC Robert Stevenson, operated throughout · .. the area an:l 

corrluctod various movanonts against the onomy to imlude ec1arch anLcloar of vill_ .. 

ages, minoswoep details on roa<ls, ambushes stagod at points of suspoctod activity, 

arrl soourity of tho many roar aroas cnllod lan:liJg zones (L~ that sorvod as forward 

ccnnnand posts, firo bases and battalion/brigado trains aroas. 

As part of tho 2d Blackhorso Brigade, tho battalion was provided with the 

diroct firo support of ono battery from tho 1st BnttuJ.ion 77th Artillery, ono batt­

ery from tho 2d Bntttlion 20th Artillory (Aerial Roo.kot Artillory). For di.root com­

bat support, tho battalion had tho sorvicos of Co B 8th Eneinoor Battalion, and Co 

B, 15th Ho<lic al Bat talion, an:l logisticttl support c runo from the 2d Forward Stlpport 

E.1...cmont (FSE) 'Who supplied rations rutl otbJr nocossiti8s. In short, the 2/5 had 
. . 

all tho support it could uso, and in tho ovont of an emorgomy, tho general supp-

ort of tho othor olamonts in tho division could be used. 

-2-



' ,..,.--/ \ 

G 

Until the early part of February, the 2/5 hadl occupied secure areas for tho 

purpose of base defense, and at the same time conducted. local patrols to insure· 

that the enemy was not in striking range. The companies normally took turns ·on the 

security missions ·while other operations were in progress. In essense, one or two 

companies would sec ire the LZ' s while the others would hunt for the enemy 1-rlrnro' 

e'V'er he might be J..urkingo 

The year began at a slow pase, but tho monsoon weather that was in effect at 

the time was a sure sign that a buildup of enemy activities was eminent. The weat-

her pJ:ved. a vory significant role in combat operations, arrl it was probably the 

largest advantage that the enemy had over the fast mov~.rig Skytroopers. This advnnt-

age was used to its greatest extent. 
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FEBRUARY 1967 · ·. 
Errl of Thayer II (lCav) 

11 February 1~;67 marked tho cm of Operation Th-.rer II and the beginning of 

'What ims to be tho operation for the lSt Gav for tho n<Xt year: Openation PorshinG. 

The ri~e uas ~hango<l·, .but· the mission and the re~iuts wore somewhat the same: to 

search rurl clear the tlllages,. to Control tho USO of highways 1 and SOS, ani to 
",.,· ''. ·. . . ' . ~ . I . 

interdict rurl harass the operations of the 1st and 2d NvA Divisions, whose p;esenfto 

was not only suspocte<l but confirmed by intelligemo, sitings and discoveries that 
I, 

' 
co~t.~cd throughou~. tho entire 

0

year. In addition to the UVA, there 'were toilGhts at 
•.. ~··:·.,·· ··-·'·1· ~-~,·~ 

tho timo that a mainforce VG was trying to recruit replacemnnts for· 1arge-sctle 
.. : .~- . ,: ': ... ' ; L . \ . ,. ' ,. 

operations in the Bong Son area.· 
I• 

.. , 

Tho AO for tho 2/5 was basicily from the Nui Miou;nountnin complex to tho 

ocean; an area that included tho famous •cresent.•-a site of significant findings 

for all of the companies in tho 2/5. Tho terrain arrl the general topography for tho 

area was quito a contrast as tho steep jungle slopos of the mountains tapered off 
' .• • ~ . 1 • 

into platuous arrl finally to tll~· lush l~wlcmd patty .f,iolds that wnne frequent hiding 

places~ for tho VC/NVA~, Also, ir:cludod ,.~o:i;e the saprly. beaches ,tha~, housod whnt lator 

qoc.ame. lmmm .as tho •R.ockpile 1---a .naturcil rock fonnation that was literally .toruning 
' . . .. . .· ' . . ' ,,, . ,, 

'"'i~h .encnny soldiers jffio :oc,cupiod th~. 1 ant polony1 of tunnols locat~ thorpin. . , 

._. .. 

, . ,;'.· .. -'i'h~/eb~~ .. .weath,$r:. was tr,adi~~PI1:~flY:~ poor. ,;with· ~r~que~e f§l:in, a1:1;1. relati~, 
. . ., . . \ . 

co~~"t8!11Perature~ •. :Tl:i~ :.:Yi~il:>~,i~j was al~o, ,qui~? J?O?f ~ caused quite a detrem~pt 

t<;>.,~he.~pe:ratto.ns, .especi~ly(at, nig~t •. This~~•;:i.s,.a. boo;~ to_,~~e-1 ~.~emy.,wp.o ~9ed th\,: 

~1o~e&i1e.nt of. the fpg .:arrl .~ain to 111ove at nigrt withc;mt det.ec~iori, ~~d they also~ 
I 
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Even though the enemy managed to escape, their presence was now confinned and 

the battalion was alertoo to future contact. For the next several days all of the 

canpaniee moved into the a:eea of the contact to search and explore, and they found 

several weapons and other supplies that were stored throughout the ~:ea., but no 

defina.te clues in regard to the size, location or identity of the phantan VC clan. 

On the 26th of the month, the battalion moved closer to the tunnels of the 

Nui Kho mountains on the strength of intelligence reports that indicated possible 

activity there. The Nui Kho mountains were part of the Cresent, and it was known 

that the VG/NV A had used the trails and tunnels to store and transport rice and 

I~ , 
\...._ __ / 

eou-i...pment. Additionally, sane of the recon helicopters in the division spotted 

movenent in the R-Eea, and LTC St oven son reacted by sending Co's C and D to invest­

i~ate. The weather had cleared· sanewhat, and hunting conditions were favorable once 

Co C established their forward operations base (F 0 B) on the slope of a 

large hill as the top was infested with poison ivy. This caused a slight disadvant-

age, but Co D was on the next highest ground, so there was little chance of a. 

t?;round attack fran above. Nevertheless, the canpany renain'61 on alert and at 2300 

3 men with weapons were spotted on a trail about 300 meters frcm the location of 

the ccmpany. They enga~oo with organics and took the trio by surprise and the foll-

owing day 2 soldiers with green uniforms were found KIA-they were decidedly NVA. 

This find prcmpted a patrol to find the third soldier, and tracing an obvious 

blood trail led to the discovery of one lightly wounded fanale who said that ehe 

wae .a cell leader for a local VG platoon, but did not know much about the NVA sold-

iers whom she wa~ aiding. 
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MARCH 1967 

. . • . l<".J-f 
Durin~ the first few days of M:lrch the ?/5 continuro their mission to search 

aml clear the Nui Kho mountains, and at the same time, they moved closer to the 

heart of the Cresent. Most of the canpanios were well spread out, and LTC Stevenson 

was convinced that continued operations in the area would turn up more clues of 

the VC ccmpMy, and perhaps, even sane of the NVA. 

The battalion gained the opern.tional control ( OpCon) of one canpany of the 

4oth A.'llVN Regi.Ment who ,1oilied in the search. They were helpful in that they could 

interrogate detainees on the spot and detennine thei;- true identity. Additionally, 

osychological operations (dropping of leaflets form ;U.rcraft, and loudspeaker broad­

casts) were being anployed to reach the enany who could easily disguise themselves 

as civilians. At the. end of 4 days, JS VC and 2g Civil Defenders (those who assist 

the VC/tNA) were interrogato:l. The information that was extracted fran these ind­

ividuals seene:i to confirm the earlier suspicia.ns that a mainforce VO unit and per-

haps a sizable NVA force were in the area to prepare for an upcoming offensive. 

Although the particulars of th:'~s evidence wia not frima facie, it did alert the 

battalion. 

Along with tentitiv:e plans to remain in the mountains, the 2:1. Brigade also 

h.:id anticipated a future parlay in the An Lao Valley that was locate:!. between the 

Mounttiins and the Bong Son plain. Although there was no definate connection estab-

llshed between what Wi'l.s ,found in the mountains, and what wa.s alleged to be in the 

valley, the c~ptives all indicated that they had travel.ad in both places, but did 

not say what they were doin~ t~ere. It was further indicated that a portion of the 

9th Battc:ilion, l~h NVA Re~iment was in the area in force. 
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On the 5th of March A. and B canpa.nies were on base defense of LZ 1s English 

n.nd Dog, and C rmd D companies searched in their assigned AO 1 s. In the morning 

Co C snotted 3 NV!\ soldiers who were attanpting to evooe into the hack brush. All 

3 were killed. Later that slllll.e day, Co D spotted 2 JTlOre soldiers; they killed one, 

but the other esc9.ped. The companies were separated by several kilaneters, but by 

the end of the day both had reported sniper fire from numerous locations. They no 

casualties :mn no further assessments, but because of the highly unlikely nature 

of this type of contact.frcro so many locations, LTC stevenson set out to recon the 

area with his canrnmd Md control helicopter. While airborne between the location 

of the ?. crmpmies, the craft received 3 hits wounding the copilot and the assistant 

operations officer. On the morning bf the 6th, the sniDer contact continued, and the 

division recon helicopters were dispatched to make an estimate of the situation, 

hut they had negative findin'!:s. However the operations map at the battalion camnand 

post was dotted wth the suspected ene'lV locations, and the Colonel retained his 

suspicians tmd :mticipated a contact--he was right. 



THE BATTLE OF HOA. T J\N 

During the night of the 6th, the ccnpanies were subject to constant harrass­

ment fr~ sniper ancl mortar fire that was directed "l.t them, but the cneny force 

w::i.s locate<l by this Rction, and confirmed to be in the village of Hoa Tan, a typ-

(j) 

. ical faming community that is shown on map 1. During the night artillery was engag­

ed,- and the rocket eouippoo helicopters fran the 2/';!J (ARA) were sent to the scene. 

to silence the snipers and the mortars. The tactic worked well, and by morning the 

</5. was prepare<l for the Most significant action of the past year ...... al!-· action that 

crushed the notorious 9th Battalion, 1 Bth NVA RegiJllent. 

As morning crone, the ARA ships remaine1 on station to fly cover for C and D 

ccnoanies as they movoo forward into the village. At the s8Ille time, A and B were 

:rlrlifte1 to the opposite side of the location to serve as a blocking force .• All 

of the cmpanies receive1 heavy volumes of fire fran the enemy who had occupie1 

fortifie1 positions with overhead cover, Tho weather had turnro bad again and the 

advantage was given to the enany who had 3 rifle canpanies fortifie1 with mortars 

ancl rockets. Despite the heavy fire, the ccnpanies moved in suffering only ·light 

. casualties, :md they hegan neutralfzing the enemy position.s with organic weapons, 

artillery fire, and tactical air strikes frcm Air 1orce fighters. 

In essense, the 2/5 literally strangle1 the eneny force, and as they tried 

to escape, they were caught in the hUI!lan nets that surrounded the village and k:U.ilr­

eO.. 

As night .f'.ell, it was thought that the remainder of the enmty force would 

m:i.ke a l<tst desperate att611.pt to escape, but the Battalion was ready for this as 

intensive final protective fire data for the artillery was establishE<l, and other 
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measures such as daylike illlll"lination frcn organic mortar tub ea. In addition ·to 

this, hundreds of Claymore cct'IJlland detonated mines were set on the likely avenues 

of esc~pe. 

~t the outset, the battle resulte:i in B1 NVA soldiers KIA and and· aevoral -

mote WIA. Those who weren 1t captured or mcrlically evaauat ed eventually escaped 

j 

carl"ying with th<:rr1 a well learned lessd..1. 

The real significance of the battle was the new intelligence obtained in re-

~~cl to the identity and location of the enemy units that were now confinned to be 

in the area. -Plus,.. it gave most of the soldiers in the battalion their first chance 

at :i lar~e contact with a sizable enany force. 

Even though the battle of March 6th left the 9th Battalion sorel;v- dtsorgan-

i?.:ed, the possibility of renewe::l contact seemed Eminent because the reports of 

additional units th:it wore' in ·th~ area continue::l to flr:w in. As the companies 

searched the terretory, they foltrld new trails and other eveidece that supported 

the· suspicil'!lls that another NVA unit was still at large • 

. • 
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THE BATTLE OF Pl-l.J Nnrn f; {L q I l.tJ. 

On the morning of March 11, Co C moved into a blockirig position near the 

village of Phu Ninh while the elanents of the 40th ARVN Regiment conducted a 

sweep of the interior. The sweep had progressed smoothly, and at 1000 hours, ~ . 

Cl!l-ptain Don Markham, the CO, instructed the 3rd platoon led by lLT Dana Gerald 

and 5$ John Kriedler to conduct a local patrol to the south to in8ure security 

to the rMr. After they had moved about 1300 meters frcm the rest of the ccmpany, 

Kriedler spotted a. man running fran them down a: trail. He took aim and killed 

the man who turnei~:out to be a. local hamlet guerrilla armed with a couple of hand 

grenades. T.iis discovery did not cause any great excitment as the appearence of 

a local VG was not uncamnon, and Markham ordere:i the platoon to continue its miss-

ion. 

Kr~edler and another man, SP4 Jose Garsa continued· to root arm.md sane small 

huts that were near the trail when one enany with an autanatic weapon opened up 

and killed the pair on the spot. Gerald, who W:ls about 200 meters nway reacted 

ouickly and brought the ran.tlnder of the platoon to the sound of the latest shots. 

When he arrivei, all seemed clear, but another wehl. concealed soldier fired and 

killed Gerald and 4 other men. The platoon took cover beside sane of the huts and 

contacted M:irkham who estim<'lted the situation to be a platoon pinnc:i down by one 

souad of VC. He colilil not have known that Gerald had stumbled into the front door 

of the 1 ~h NVA Regiment. 

·-r;.t- '1:)'"'-7 g'/ 
/- -

The Regimental Headquarters had occupied. the high ~ectly 

south oCPlm Ninh· (t1mp _ 2)_, whei---o. thG- :ini..t.id. cont,act hr'Jd hom made. About ?1~ 

way down the hill was a trench that was over 600 feet long that wa3 the main 

defmse for the top of tho hill because it was filled with enany soldiers. Ther() 

were numerous buuldere th"lt served as intermediary covered positions. f.or the troops 

th:\t occupied the hill below the trench. At the base of the hill werG espider holo5 
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bunkers and natural defilade positions that were the hideaways for the troops 

that not only killerl Gerald and his men, but who held the rest of the platoon at 

bay.-

Markham moved th~ remainder of the canpany to the vicinity of the Hamlet, but 

repea.too trys to salvage the platoon failed because of the superior enany positions 

and the fire oower. The enemy had skillfUlly allowe::l the intruders to vmture in­

side their killing zone and then held than as bait for the remainder of the elem-

. ents. Markh::un now knew that he wa.s up against a little more than he had originally 

estimat e::l. 

B2/?.0 (ARA) was called in to detennine the extent of the· enemy positions in 

rel::i.tion to the pinned down platoon_ and to the ~est of the ccmpany, and also to 

neutra1ize sane of the more vulnerable positions. Their efforts were partially 

successful as the view fran 9.hove gave Markham a more conclusive picture of the 

EnITTY situ::i.tion. The arrployment of the high explosive rockets on the ARA ehips 

allowe:i a 7 man rescue force to assits the pinne::l $<ytroopers in moving by cover­

ing them from above and frcm below the enemy positions. 

l'1hile the rescue eff()rt was in progress, Co D, canmanded by Captain Richard 

N. Mc Inerney was airlifted to assist Co C by establishing blocking positions 

to the east of their location. The plan was to effect the res.cue of the platoon 

and then force the enerny oi£f the hill by employing air strikes and artillery fire. 

The roscue force succeer&e<l in drawing close enough to tho men in the platoon 

to place effective fire on the eneny positions while eaeh man crawle:l. to safety 

bmeth the thick under brush. The entire move was canplete in about 1 hour, but it 
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w:1a only another hour before d.qrk, and with the weather worstening, the time ele-

ment became critical. 

Both of the cc:mpanies pu.Ued back sllghtl1 and fanned out to complete their 

blockinis positions while the Air Force fighters came an station to drop their 

ordnance on the trench and on the other positions. This action literally cast a 

stone in·: tha hornet.r o nw;at _9.9·-'bhe -cnemy-sold.iers-swarme::l off the mmmtain into the ----
h~ds of the. 2 .~lea. 

Opt Mc Inerney occupied blocking positions with the· second platoon 0 Sporatic 

clashes with the f~rii>ua and frightene::i eneny erupted throughout the nighto It 

became necess.ru-y to secure an LZ so that some of the wounde::l friendlies could be 

Medevaced, md since the second platoon was in the most favorable location for such 

~ LZ, Opt Mc Inerney ordere::l the platoon le.-1der, SFC Albert Cuellar, to move back 

And '\et to work on· it, but in so doing, a lone NVA soldier. who was attenpting to 

slip past their p'>-1tll.tion fire::l his AK 47 and killed Cpt Mo !ile.r·ney. Cuellar instant-

ly asSll"led carunand of the company and infomcd the other platoon leaders of this. 

Then, the entire pl::i.toon fired at the position of the lone sniper in an effort to 

finish hirn. His riddled body was fotmd the n~ day. Cuellar then pulled back to 

swcure the needed LZ for the Medevac choppers and fire::l. si~al flares to identify 

their location. However, aa they attempte::l. to land, several. mortar shells were 

fired near the LZ to discourage thair. Cuellar saw the flashes frcrn the tubes and 

inspirei the ~l:itoon to lay down a he3.vy base of fire to prevent any further fir-· 
.I 

in~. It workei, and .i.n three m:inutes the 7 woundocl mm wer~ on their way to a hos-
' \ 

_ni+.P_l_ in thG rear. 

-13-



The mort:::irs never resUfl'le:l. firin~ and cluring the ranainder of the night only 

shortlivert ccmtact3 exhistoo. By the followin~ morning, the enemy units harl. left 

the battle field taking their demi and wounded with than and hiding them as they 

went. However, 16 bodies were found iT'l ~ddition to 53 wound.ei roid 145 captured. 
-

A subseouent analysis of certain documents taken from an NVA political officer 

positively identiflei the unit as the 7th :md what ran:rl.ne:i of the 9th Battalions 

of the 1 ~ NVi\ Rc~iment and the Regimental security group. 

The actual count of the dead was undeterminable because the bulk of the sold-

who occupied the fortified positions on hill 82 were buriro or simply laid in tang-

lro he!'!.ps in various locaticns. But the interrogation of the prisoners revealed 

that if the unit was not completely wiperl out, it was disorgMizro beyonrl repair. 
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Ii.arch ended on J1. rt:l~tively low note as the battalion settled. down afte~· its 

action and as the eneiey slipped back into oblivion to reg::.oup for an appearence 
',.. 

in amther aot in their war drama.au. The 18th NVA Regiment was, at best, ~ rrach-

ine ~~th. ltiJ main part missing, and woAd not p:>se amther threat to the 2/5 or 

to the Bong Son· area for several m:mths. 

~ -r1.;h ..., . :i.1.~ ~~ ,., P :.~ ~- ,.,,. r H.;J 
Although the battalion enjoyed unpau lJ.eled victory during those. few days in 

/ Mcirch, she had also ·suffered the loss of .. several outstanding officers and men-.,-

/ 
/ 

/ 
' I 

I 

/ 

a loss that is never mitigated. by the success pf"any battle. But such are too trag­

edies of war; and LTC Stevenson as well as the rest of the unit knew that their 

loss would serve as a constant reminder of the dangers that the corrn:nunist forces 

in Vietnam.could create until the day that their final battle would be fought. 

; I ~ ; ' \ ', \; ! J 

1 :_ ' '"_1 f / . ' .·, ;4 '\ 
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In the early days of April the OpCon of the 2/5 was was relinquished by the 

2d Blackhorse Brigade and assumed by the 1st Air Ciavalry Division as the battalion 

moved to Camp Radcliff (Division Headquarters) for the mission of security. In es&­

ence, this mission entailed the physical security of the well developed camp, and 

of the nearby village of An Khe with the ajoining overland supply route to Qui M1on, . 
. '· 

/ 
/ 

a major seaport on the China Sea. 

At the same time, the Marines, who occupied the I C.Orps, had decided to move 

.there forces at Due Pho to the Demilitarized Zone to control the infiltration of 

enell\Y troops. In order to do this, the 1st Air Cavalry Division was selected by 

General Westmoreland· to replace the Marines at Due Pho until a conventiollill divis-

ion could move there permanently. On 7 April Operation Lejeune was conur.enoed 

The 2/5 spearheaded a brigade task force that, nt the end of only 12 days, 

killed 177 eneicy soldiers, established 2 fully operatioml hardtop airstrips, 2 

major roads, a Sea Line Of Con:rnunication, and one of the 10 busiest sea ports in 

all of Vietnam. 

The mission for the battalion was to secure and assist the., r.ound-

.r the-clock activities of her organia support elements(2d FSE, 8th Engineer:;, etc) 

and to -seek and. destroy the· enemy who occupied. ttie area. (lbte.: thio was the fir St 

that Army troops had f!Ver vmtured .into I Ct'.lrps Tactical Zcne.) 

As the support elements began t.o take shape, the remainder r-f the battalion 
,"/," 

' began making canbat assaults from LZ Guadalcanal to the north east for the pur-

/ 
1 pose of engaging the many. In just a few minutes, the Airmobility Ccncept had 

thrust the Cavalrymen much farther thai~ the Marines had ever gene, and out of 

the reach, of the mi._119s and booby traps that had been set for the Leathernecke. 
-..16- .. 
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As a result, large groups of NVA soldiers were caught completely by surprise 

as the companies emergro from their helic~pte.rs a..'1d as the gunships and AB.A ships 

raked and ~anted in the confused mass of humanity. Without infJicting a eingle 

US casua1.'i~y, the bulk of the 3rd NVA Division :s advance:! party was killed, wound-

ed or captured in a single day of Air-Cavalry action, and those who escape:! tock 

with them an example cf what to expect :in II Corps. 

In the meantime, the mm from the 2/5 who had stayed behind to assist the 

mm behind the acmes seen learned of a new miricle: the miricle of mm and mach-

. ines working together in a cooperative ventureo One Skytrooper remarked that "I 

went to sleep in this opm field and when I woke up there were planes taking off 

en a brand mm airstrip 11 • 

Just 12 days after it had begun, Operation Lejeune came to an end for the 

2/5 and for the Brigade Task Forceo But they returned to Bong Son with the know-

ledge that :in the light of a limited missicn, their efforts had been most succ-

essful. 
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MAY 1967 

April ended en a low note with negative action or finding in Bong Sen. As 

May tock over, 2 companies operated in the Dam Tra 0 Lake area while the remain- '\ 

2 companies worke:i in the Phu My valltJY., The mission for the battalicn was to 

catch the enemy in the act at night. and destroy his work during the day. The 

memy was trying to regain the foothold they had lost during the battles of March 

and evidence of :~his revival was:- found over wlde areas in the ~:alley and in the 
' \ 

low-land lake site. 
\ 
\ 
·--... 

The clearing weather allowed a new night tactic to be employed to halt the 

enemy from obtaining and transporting rice and equipment: the night hunter-killer 

team. 

The helicopters from the 221th Assault Helicopter Battalion and 4 starlight 

scope equiped Skytroopers teamed up tq> fi.nd the memy at night and destroy hlm.)o 

The 4 mm rode in an UH-lH that flew at low altitudes and slow speeds to spot 
.... ---,· 

/, the E11emy
0 

\)lee spotted, the man fired a red tracer from his M-16 to mark the 

target for a gunship that followed close behind to finish the job. In the mean-

time, another UH-lH hovered high above to drop high intensity flares on command. 

Despi.t.e the relative success of this tactic, it was imposible to tell how much 

damage was actually done because by daylight, any bodies had beem removed and 

.other evidence hidden or destroyed_. Nevertheless, captured VC confirmed the pun-

inshing an~ demoralizing it had on them and en the NVA soldiers who were attanp- \ 

! '"' ting to operate in the area. 

Although the crust 0f the rnemy info.structure had bem permiated., and the 

int,erior infested with the cnncer of disorganizaticn, they were trying for a 
I . . 

5"1eback. The many, like the wilderness itself, will leap back with a vmgmce 
/ 

I 

.1 

,/ unleso IlQrrntantly controlled.. During Operaticn Lejeune they replanted. their seeds 0 
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On the 20th of Hay, the cornmand of "):-he battalion was reJ=inguished by LTC 

Stevenson and assur:ied by LTC J~seph Ivie Dormough durLrig a simple cererrony at LZ 

English. i~t the time a consentrated effort on the part of the enenv to regroup 

and resupply was "i..Ti. progress. LTC he Donrioilgh pledged to stop it. 

It -vias felt that the status quo of the VC infastructure could mt SU}.'port 

· aey large-scale offensives due to their relative weakness, and as a result, the 

core of the ~'V •• forces was weakened considerably. Yet the intelligence reports 

contµiued to indicate the possibility of a notable build-up in the beach area---

a point on the map that had n:>t received close scrutiny in several ~eBks. These 

rei::orts carried a low credibility rating, but \1ere not be~:rond the realm of poss-

ibilty as was discovered later. 
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.hay slipped into June without incident as the companies continued their 

missions as before. In an effort to make use of the ,Linnobility concept, several 

air assaults Nere made daily to cover a greater area' to~atch the VG by surprize. 

It was a common p::·:::.ctice for the enenzy- to observe a coill',)any as it moved into a 

location and then work in another location in relative safety. The battalion 

staff was aware of this practice, however, and plans were made to move a single 

company as mar~\' as 4 times a day to confuse and harass the enen{Y. On the 6th, 

Co i. moved into an area of spotty treelines and open fields where 3 VG males 

were spotted and killed. h 8ubs~quen~ search revealed 8 bunkers and a small cashe 

of mixed ammunition and rice. 

The follO\ving week, the remainder of the companies made similar discoveries 
I 

in separate locations finding rice, webgear and a few early Russian rifles. The 

bunkers, for the most part, were new and hastily constructed which suggested ~ / 
·t- t?> J.;w & I 

crash effort to occupy this particular area. Later that week, G2/5 detained 3 

military aged males who later admitted they were VG. They stated that they and 

several others had worked their way .south from another location using boats. Their 

mission was to bolster the local forces for an uµconning offensive in the Nui 

hien b:iuntains. The Navy swift boats that operated on the waters along the beach 

had apprehended 29 VG in small boats the week before, and now a definate pattern 

of infiltration and subsequent preparation had emerged confirming earlier suspic-

ians of enemy activity along the beach and at the base of the Nui }ricn }nuntains. 

In additon to the large number of air assaults, tha battalion gained the 

OpGon of the 1st Battalion 69th JLnnor that was instrumental in the ca;:ture of 

several VG who had participated in across-the-water infiltration. 
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In the light of these findings, LTC He Donnough was convinced that a major 

build-up was in progress. 

i~ i7 
On the 1 

21 s~)of June{.:_3/5 smashed into the location of an estimated company 
./ . 

of NVJ~ at the base of the Nui 11.:i en lbuntains. The initial contact was innnediate 
r (, 

and intense, and\~~/5 was sent into the area to assist. Several lift ships from 

the 229th ,.ssault Helicopter Battalion received many ·· hits from small arms fire 

but there were no casualties. The NVii ·compaey was situated on the high ground and 

had attacked the lead .element of the compaey as they .:moved into .. the area •• Thia 

gave them an advantage that was compounded by the fact that they (the frdendlies) 

were too close for artillery or .hRA to be engaged. Jl furious battle insued as B2/5 

closed on the enemy who were clustered in a relatively small area. 901'1.Ji recoilless 

rifles were used to penetrate the bulk of the eneiey" fortified positions. The cont-

act diminished only 4 hours later und the casualties from the mi~ company were 

heavy • The preponderence resulted from the large caliber direct and indirect fire 

that destroyed their only hope for survival: the bunkers. 

The company was later identified as an advanced party of the ill-fated l[th 

NVi. Regiment who, it \1as later. discovered, had designs on reestablishing a foot-

hold in what formerly was their prime recruiting ground. Obviously their efforts 

were seriously curtailed, but the NVi. have an almost insurmountable will to be 

victorious, and the 2/5 was slated with the misGion of ov~rcoming this will by 

remaining in the inurediate area to prevent aey other. buildup. 

In addition to these efforts, the companies conducted methodical search and 

clear operations at the rrountain complex in a large natural rock fonnation called 

the Hockpile .. The battle of the 20th, it was t..hen rliscovPred> _.had y.ie.lded. macy 
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more enell\Y deaths then was originally asser~sed. Several bodies •rnre found hidden 

in the caves and tunnels in various stages of decomposure. In addition to the • 

bodies, several cashes of rice and equipment· were found • 
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JULY 1967 

The month of July proved to be a quiet month for the battalion as they prov·-

ided security for the local LZ s and for the Bong Son Bridge Complex. The security 

mission is a guaranteed period of rela.xntion bccpus0 very little threatened the 

fortress of even the smallest LZ. In the case of the bridge, even a nighttime 

probes would be ludicrous because of the development of its defenses. The bridge 

was inside tr:!rple rows of .t1onVJ" c'.oncc~:·:;i:iis '\m•o laced with trip flares, Clay-

more minos and other anti intrusion devices. In addition, close by were 2 maj~r 

LZs, English and Two Bits, and constant mortar patrol missions were flown by Batt­

ery B 2/20 i..rtillery (1~lliL). The odds were sufficient to make it clear that any 

attack would s:~·ell certain disaster and untold retaliation. Thus, the Bong Son 

Bridge Complex and the surrounding LZs remained pacified throughout the Bien Dien 

Campaign. 

During the day, the companies conducted local patrols with the N-:ltional 

Police Field Forces, a government malitia group, whose primary function was to 

find, detain and classify VG suspects or Civil Defenders. However, the daily 

operations resulted in negative findings. 

On the 26th, the battalion was relieved of its security missions and returned 

to the Cay Giep hrnntains for methodical search and clear operations, and closed 

out the month with no significant action or findings, There were plans brewing to 

probe the 5u6 Valley that 1.as to the : -vmst_,,, · of the Gay Giep complex as the 1 /5 

had experienced several small contacts there and had found all the signs of 

enenw activity. 
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Throughout the month of hUgust, the battalion continued to work with the 

NPFF in search and clear miss~ons and close screening of small fragments of the 

~nenzy" who were scattered about the area from the Nui Hiou t·:ountaine, to the erase._ 
·;.,'..'I 

·. ·, · ent and the expances of flatl..E:hd thc1t was in between. N::mnally, the companies 
.. '1 

would cordon a village while the NPFFs swept through to interrogate the.population 

and inspect the ID cards that arA: issued to civilians. Those who did not possess 

a. card or who appeared suspicious in any other way were sent to IP'v~ for further 

interrogation and classificationo Out of J.00 people found, it was easy to assume 

that at least. one would be a CD (civil . defender), and when one was found, it was 

. a simple matter to extract mre information from. him for several reasons. First., 
~··.J·: 

·a· CD. is not a hard core soldier a~d has not been indoctrinated or trained as one, 

and he is usually induced to serve the VC by force, intimidation or violence •.. · · 

He risks his life to traf.!'ic rice and supplies for the VC purely on the strength 

that his life and the lives of his family depends on it. If he fails, it is cert-

ain that his family will be killed, and his home burned~-he fears the VC and 

he obliges. However, if he talks when he is apprehended he will be evacuated with 

'his family to a refugee camp where he is ~~ofe. 

i.s the m:mth progressed,, several CDs ~ere captured and detained, and the sub-

sequent information that was extracted from them revealed that there was activity. 

in small amounts at _various locations in the m:::mntain colnplex and in the ROckpile. 

By the 16th, LTC Ne Dozmough decided to return to the area. The com•:.anies 

'f.ound!'resh signs of thG enenw---bunkers, small Cashes Of munitions and equipment 

and assorted weapons. ~lith the exception of a few US carbine rifles, most of the 

weapons were new .l•K47s that were hidden in the base o.f. 2 wells that cleverly con-' 
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cealed connectinr, tunnels. This discovery was m:.de by Co its hit Carson scout, a 

former VG who abandoned his unit to join the r.merican forces. He kne\J the conmJOn 

hiding places for rnost, everything, and his assistance also led to other' discover-
1 

i 

ies such as several cases of ChiCom gas masks and about 200 Russian-made gas 

grenades. 
, I <, 
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· . The enelizy' force had. apparent:cy seen the danger that took the form of one 

compaey of Cavalrymen, 'and they· se;.1arated themselves into· small groups to resist 

'?apture, but .in so .doing,. they sacrificed their organization which niaqe them>: ~ . I 

· , ~ven; m'.>re ·vulnerable ·to Pratt and his men who did not' leave a single hiding place. 'i 

. '. , ,;beyond· ~uspic ian; ·· As .the days we.n t., by, . the as sea mnents IJX)untOd a ~d it came,, ~ppa~..,.: · · I 
. . ' I. 

~nt"that this was really a sizdi·J:' ~nerey force, and that ,their staging: are~·· had·· : l 
been complete4' interdicted ~·· I;') i.,. · · · 1 

I 

giving up than were being'k~lled.,' a:-td they all seemed to affinn that they' had:.· 
. . . \ 

been caught completely off gua:cd. ·?urt.harroore, their supplies of_ food had· gone 

criticaly short,. and the'· occupation of the area by the Skytroopers made replenish-. . 
· ment near4' impossible. 

J..11 of t:1ese developmants combined with Pratt 1 s driving leadership netted · 
I 

a total .o.f:-,35.-killed,,'.45 c;:aptu~0. 1 and ... 16 'rfo,unded with ·oyer . .70 weapons ,captured.· 
• . ·•'1. -~·~ .. \>'., ·; • • • .;. .,·,~~o ol• '• ~- '•••.''···I ' ' ,• \• •' •· . ' '.·• '• \,. •. •. ' 

T,he:. e~eJI\Y.'·f,9 ~~-t rt~f:J;.; ~~e.P~.if'.L~.~:a:3:,: 2 ,}i:f,ai:it;ry: ,~~~fin.lea:. t~a~ ?.e~o.ng~~;. .to'::~h7'-'~r.~k 

Jfh·_ J)iv:isi~p, i bu,~ .. wJ:i~·'. ne7e,. ~i br-: e ~rf~As~ ~· :tpe(. ~l:i .. ~ t.~.al~oz:i,,: J 8tr , .~':{At, ~gim3nt. · 
In·. addition,· 2 emrmous AH radip ;t-ransmitte.rs were. found with .the complete ... and .... 
· · -··· - ·-· -·•_-. •. -.i.·~ '.' · .' · .;. ~ .1 . .:: .. ~-.~- '··'·..:: ·.. ,, · .. 1. ~ .• ·.,: ·1 '"· .:~. J. ·.t.•.: •.. · ! c•·.· '.. 

Interrogation of the prisoners revealed that the 2 com;:anies were given the 
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Pratt's Corner bocamo a m0,ttGr of rocord from tho 2/5 all the uay to the 

Headquarters of HACV whore it was considered to bo tho most significant ovont 

in Vietnam durin~ the 3rd quarter of 1967, and it also turned tho tables for 

an~ largo-scalo operations for tho UVA. 

h ~)"{\ 007- \ q Gt 1 
On tho 27th of tho mdn'th, LTC Ne Donouch was promoted to tho rank of 

full Colonel and assumod tho command oi' tho 2d J3lackhorso Brigade, and turnod 

the reins <l:f tho battalion to LTC Joocph Blandi Love of PrGscott, Arizona. 

Love had a motto that soon bocam0 the symbol o:f the bat·t;alioni to bo READY 

at all tim0s. The nooks that followed saw th0 2/5 livo, work and fight for 

that motto. 
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OCTOBER 1967 

On. the second of October, the battalion moved by r:t-A to Camp Radcliff once 

again to assume the mission of base defense. As always, the mission was greeted 

with great favor by the men as the An Khe region was well kn::>wn to be a pacified 

area, and the subsequent operations there were considered to be a pleasure. 

The companies conducted routine missions on the outskirts of the fortified 

base area that included a mine sweep detail on HY 19 that led to Qui Nhon, and 

local patrols in the area. LTC Love made frequent visits to the field to get acq-

uainted with his company commanders, and he spent considerable time with the men. 

He was extremely interested in their problems, an::l did everything he could to 

solve them, and he always gave the men encouragement when he left. 

During the period, the action had been light throughout the entire area of 

operations, and the month ended with negative contact and assessments. 
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The battalion continued to operate at. Camp Radcliff until the early part of 

the month when reports of VC activity in Bong Son began to seep in. LTC love was 

concerned about getting the battalion back in the action, and so on the 5th, A2/5 

100ved from An Khe to LZ 'l'wu Bits ,.,here their OpCon was asstuned by the 1st Squadron 

9th Cavalry. In the days that followed, the remainder of the companies followed 

and began immediate operations in the mountains and in parts of the 506 valley. 

The contacts were limited in adjacent Ao., s, but all the signs of an ene!l\Y build-

up •,ere present, and it seemed certain that there would be contact soon enough. 

Ibwever, there were no positive sitings during the daylight hours. 

On the 7th, a LRP team established an ambush positio-!1 on the apex of several 

trails, and by midnight they experienced a brief but lively contact with an un-

known sized enellzy' force. The contact lasted about 5 minutes at which time the enem,v 

~.ithdrew. There were negative f'riendl.y casualties, and the LRP team was extracted ,/·i1 
(J II' \.} JJ 

without incident. The following day, C2/5 was sent into the area to investigate 'b~U 

and they found 2 VC males armed with SKS rifles and D handled shovels, 

On the 9·;;11, :02/) set their FOI3 on tho hiQ'h r.;round near LZ EJJGlish ·i;o con-

firJil '-'O\)OJ:ts that the VC had recoru1ocl the area for an upcorni~ attack. At approx 

:ir,ia·i;ely ol30 hours, several crenades uere Irnrled insiclo of the por:i.r,1B"l:.ar result .. 

ing in 2 frio:nC.ly •;TI.As. '1'ho company answered with organics anJ. onca:~ed with art-

illery, and ·~he enemy withdreu. The search of tho contact area the foJ.J.oH:i.ne 

day revoalet~ 3 ~:VA kia and 2 VCfema..l.es l~J:A wiw had ap~arently joined tl10 lNA to 

sorvo as ~nides. 

A0ont 3 l1.aJ'S later, a Li1P ·t;eam co1rliactc<l a1_rrox:i.J,1atol~,. 10 VC movirc north 

on a reJ.alilvel>· lai•:_;e t;.·ail. '.rho onOJ,iy w2s ta!~e11 by sur:_:>r:Lse, a cl J uej..'e 1.:iJ.1.od. 
-30-



'.Chey um:o 110c:i.v:iJ.~r laclen uith rice a;.,_·. m.It,n.mHion. 

'/hose si:'.i.1'3 continued to n:))Oar l':.urL1,; ·i;ho f:i.rs'0 2 woEJl:sof tho month, mll..1. 

J .. TJ I.ovo uas conv:l.ncecl that these inciddnto uoro 11) accident as the contacts point-

ed to a well coordinated effort to lay the ground work for operations in the area • 

. However, the problem was that the enemy did their work at night and traveled in sm-

all groups during the day to avoid detection. 1.ith this in mind, LTC love employed 

a 1st Cav tactic designed to catch the enell\Y by surprise during the day: the hini-

Gav operation. 

Dy using one platoon with 3 or 4 helicopters that swooped do«m on suspicious 

groups of people, the companies were able· to a::-iprehend detainees for interrogation. 

The idea worked well, and on the 13th, D2/5 detained 41 military aged males in 

open fields in the 506 Valley 3rea. Later interrogation revealed that 11 of these 

individuals were VG who Thelonged to a local sapper battalion. They all admitted 

that they had carried supplies for an unknown NV,1. Dattalion Hho vrere infiltrating . 

into the Eong Son area from the northo The following day, B2/5 discovered a srroll 

base camp in the foothills that included a set of bleachers, a small mess hall 

and a bamboo jail that contained 5 civilians and 4 PFs '\1ho said they had been ab-

ducted from their homes 4 days previous. The prisoners \:ere released for further 

questioning that revealed that their carters had left the area just minutes before 

the company htid arrived. 

The biniCav was also used by D2/5 on the same day, and they detained 14 males 

and 2 females who were part of a local VC booby trap platoon. LTC love was sc:itis-

fied that the VC/NVA were assembling in force, and he wanted to catch them in the 

open during their sinister activities, so he continued to use the i-;iniCav technique 

while the rerroinder of the elements continued to search during the day and set an;... . 

bushes ~t hight\ -31-
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\,hile enroute to their FDB on the afternoon of 22 lbvember, the second platoon 

of it2/5 contacted approximately 10 soldiers dressed in black pajamas who had packs 

and weapons. The ezmmy had been moving down a trail that was 200 meters from the 

point man of the platoon who engaged them at distance killing one. The remainder 

managed to escape as the platoon fllnned.out-to an on l~ position, but even so, 

this action was the first time that any large enenrr force had been engaged during 

the day and it meant th~t the enell\Y was now trying to rush their operations and 

were therefore becoming a little less cautious. 

The foUowing day, A2/5 established numerous ambush positions in the area in 

the hope that they could contact the same element. LTC love was confident that they 

would-~he was right. Just after midnight on the 24th, the company engaged an NVA 

platoon that ~s IOOving with large quantities of rice and other contraband. Captain 

Pratt had ordered the men to hold their fire until the last last minute, and when 

the platoon was about 50 meters away, he gave the order to fire. In 3 minutes 7 

l:VA soldiers met their death, and several IOOre were wounded. i•lso, 2 females were 

cap~ured and later admitted that they were leading the platoon to the site of a 

battalion command post that wae alleged to be in the arM. 

B2/5 found 3 I-N.~ bodies the next day in a tunnel nenr the scene of Co As con-

tact. They had npp:lrently died of wounds. In the snme nrea, the company found 2 

.-rndio antennns thnt were destroyed in pl.:lce in nddition to several bunches of pungi 

stakes, 40 gremde bodies, and assorted rice and supplies. This W<:l s apparently the 

battalion CP, but it wns row too well interdicted to be of .:my value to its intend-

ed occuptlnts. 

The action subsided for the rerrninder of the month. 



_,-~I 

As fovember faded into December, the eneil\{ nlso seemed to fode into their 

skillful oblivion once ngain, for the signs of them vnnished ns quickly as they 

had appeared, and Bong Son took on all the cho.racteristics of n pacified area. 

And so it was in the adjacent i.Os that surrounded those of the 2/5. However, the 

eyes and eo.rs of the Cavalrymen, nnd the instincts nf LTC love rem:iined alert 

to their inevitable reap~arence in nmther time and nmther pbce under sep._1r.:ite 

and new circumstances. 

In the eo.rly p.:lrt of the rronth, the compo.nies enjoyed V<1ried security missions 

throughout the whole of the Phu i-;;y- District, but they continued routine d.:iylight 

operations and occasion.:i.l nighttime ambushes. Hoi1ever, there were neg.:itive findings. 

The misery of the monsoon weather returned, and if there was nny activity at 

all it slipped by unnoticed because of the endless rain nnd nighttime fog. hbrm::tlly 

the enell\Y used such periods to harrass and probe friendly positions, but even thnt 

tactic seemed abandoned. H:?vertheless, the enemy was still there, and everybody 

felt it, and so the patrols anct other missions cont~1ued---if not to destroy the 

enemy,· than at least to keep him honest. 

The Mi.niG:tv oper:ition was employed by Cos I3«~P1d D n s they se;irched the 506 

Valley, and by the second \leek of the month, 58 detainees Here interrogated result-

ing in the capture of 4 CDs and 3 VG m:iles. In the process, several old bunkers 

<::nd c.::ves were destroyed along with numerous cashes of rottine rice that was left 

behind. 

In the me.:mtime, ii. .1nd C Cos moved into the nockpile to investigate s~ecul.Jtion 

of VC nctivity there. They found several bndly decomposed bodies from earlier 
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contacts, and 3 91iN Chicom pistols, but no fresh sic,ns and m conclusive evidence. 

Both companies spent the bulk of their time destroying hooches and bunkers, and 

before long, their mission became one of Cl general clenn-up of the areC\. 

,1.s the m:rnth progressed, the action remained at a near standstill, but reports 

of a country-ilide offensive began to flow in from every IMjor reµorting agency 

in the II Corps Tactical Zone, .:md throughout all of occupied Vietnam. The offerr-

sive was to be n well coordinated attnck on the rinjor military installations and 

cities that lined the country from one end to Lhe other. It ll<lS not known: how 

the enemy would mass the resources for such nn offensive because the action ·· · ·J 

throughout the country Nus lighter than it had been in nnnths, and the signs for 

such a build-up were almost oonexist;rnt. 

its 1967 came to n close for the men in Vietnam, and Lmother chapter of 

the war came to a close for t~1e 2D futtalion 5th C<:i.vcllry, all was quiet nnd all 

was calm. But LTC Joseph Blandi Love, the mn who proinulugnted the spirit of the 

READY Eat talion was quoted as saying 1 'l~w is the time to be renlly READY, because 

we shall see Chnrlie again very soon". He could not hnve lmown how right he was. 
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