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As 1968 began, the 2nd Battalion, 5. Javalry continued corbat operations
in the vicinty of the Bong Son coastal plain. The area was lerge and presorhad
the battalion with quickly changing tactical situarions, but trsous: ot ance
operations and full utilization ifthe air mobility concept, the enemy ilivesw in
the AO was greatly reduced. The companies conducted routine search and ciear
operations, mine sweep security and base defense hissions in various locationc.
During the monﬁh of Januéry and the first half of Februafy, they exﬁérienced
very 1light and brief contact. The enemy héd dwindled in force frdm fortifimi '
regiments to emall, ill equiped, poorly motivated bands wandering-about in
search of survival, A few enemy soldiers were killed and several gave themselvés
up to the skytroopers. | |

But the days of operating in the Bong Sqn area were coming to a closegl"
planswere being made for the 2/5 to mave north. On the 16th and17th 6f Februaﬁf
the battalioﬁ meved within 21 kildﬁetera of thh demiliteriezed zone as they |
joined division minus at Cemp Evans, a baregen and vulnerable bﬁtpost located
on highway 1. The 2/5 assumed base defensé. | | |

Ordinarily, a security missiog such as this is considered to be good duty
by the infantrymen, a time forrest in a relatively safe fortified perimeter.
The ememy in the Camp Evans area, howsver, had mortar and rocket capebilities
and enough men to attempt ground attacks, day or night. Compounding an alréady
unfavorable situation was the weather, 80 poor that resupply by air.was nearly
impossible, and the enemy interdiction of the oply overland supply réuté, QL~1;
with trenches and antivehhcular mines. As a consequence, the infantrmen on the |
Camp Evans perimeter had to carry out their mission with rationed emmunitiong
little or no trip flares and claymore mines, and very little illumination from-
artillery and organic mortars.

LTC Love, the battaliog_commander, was personally responsible for the

security of Camp Evnag security not only from ground penetration, but also from
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mortar and rOCket attack. He gave two of the battalion's four ri{,e comuanies

,the mission of perimeter defense. . During the day these men ren Tocnl. po,ixJ z,
.at night they menned greenline: bunkers, The remaining rifle corpanies cond lueted
exhauetive search and clear operations through the/villages whlch ware cloge )
enough to Camp Evans to put the base ‘within enemy ordnance. In addition vo the
destruction of any weapons found on the sweeps, these two companies had the
.responsibility of providing road - securtty for two bridges, several daily mine

NN

éweeps, and the Camp ‘Evans water point. Additionally they conducted extensm?a

night-ambushes. .
Tﬁevenemw_forces in the proximity of Camp Evans consisfed of fortified

companies and battalion of NVA,'main»force VC units, and VC guerillas masquer~

ading asas bona fide local villages. Despite the defeats they had suffered __

during the first two weeks of Tet, the enemy soldiers' morale appeared to be hlah,

andfthe battalion's first kill on th 17@9 confirmed that they were well equpEd
(L

and supplied. It was monsoon season/in. the I Corps, and the rain workedto the
/

disadvantage .of the U.S. troops w1}h thé grounding of aircraft, flooding of
7 -
roads, and general discomfort, The e enemy reveled in the freedom of movement

and conoealment. They were able to move about for either tactical or logis—
:ieal reasons, undetected.

The first blow struck in’the 2/5's effort to choke off this enemy traffic

,onducted a cordon and search_pgeratiom

P L442-2 YD 5255
, f-ong ien District. The village itself,

¥ens. The enemy had placed command detonated’
;néh*along the trail that led to the. village, and when Compmny B's point
lement was into the kill zone, the enemy kicked off an ambush by detonsating

ne mines and engaging the infantrymen with small armg and machine gun fire.
smpany B reacted immediately, re%urning fire with their own small arms and
chine guns and 90mm rec01lese rif'les, while the commander, CPT Robert Carroll

1led for punshdp support,
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Having suffered only one camualty, Compay B moved nn line against their ambusher=s
but the enemy broke contact, taking their dead end wounded with them. Alilsugh
OPT Carroll led his men across the rice paddy in quick pursuit, the rnoy
sdldiers escaped across the nearby My Chonh river. The supporiiig runships
reconned the far side of the My Chonh by fire; but by then the ambushers had
disappeared into the bush., It was later discovered that these particular ot

diers had maintained a command post in Pho Trach and had bemn given the as-
signment to harass Camp Evans at night. A search of the area revealed several Fojséﬁs
small storage points for rice, supplies, and small arms ammnition. Two days
later Charlie Company found a cache 6f morter ammunition in the same area,

The security mission at Camp Evans was peaceful andonly lasteed eleven

deys, which only three mortaf rounds fell inside the installation., On 28 February
the battéliqn was relieved of their duties at Camp Evans and were placed under
the'operational_control of the 2nd Brigade 1018t Airborne Division and given a
1ew missiott, Seven miles northeast of Camp Evans was an area that was to be
risited and revisited by the men of the 2/5, a series of little hemlets along
:he banks of the My Chonh river, completely surroundedby graveyards and vast,
pen, rice paddies. The My Chonh was unfordable as it snaked through the little

ommunities, but had several narrow passable foot bridges crossing ti while the

——

bea on both sides of the river were bullt up and choked with hedgerows and

ootﬁgtha. Rising well ebove the trees was the steeple of a sﬁétely_old ) §§
athedral, givihg the area the aura of pius tranquilityL. Intelligence reports %%
1dicated, howsver, that the inhabitemts of the neighboring villages vere mem- %g
rs of a regimental sized NVA unit who were using thg sleepy 1little hemlets | , ;33

) théir sanctuary: The Cavalyymen of the 2/5 soon found out that the intel-
.gence*reporﬁs were coffect; ‘The congregatibn;of the towering cathedral
péié%éd of a’regimental commandér, his stgff, anda large security force, There
s en'ammo dump in the basemcnt, machine gunners in the vestibule, and foward
scaverg in thebellrye
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CPT Pratt'of Company A and CPT Carroll of‘Cq?pany B were given the mission to
clear the area of the inter10per}s.~ Tbugﬁpgg;n the long saga of Churchville,

Axn@d with recoiless rifles and mor££§s the tww companies-a;rived in iho
Church&ille area on the 28th and established their foward observation bascu(F0B)
IN AN OLD VIETNAMESE graveyard, covered with traditional burial mounds and grave-
stones. This island, in a sea of rice paddies; was about 800 meters from the
woodline boundry of Churchville. Immediately following the evening meal, tuo
B-40 rockets were firedi into the perimeter from the tree line but were duds aud
landed vitﬁout exploding. The harmless outcome did nothing to ameliorate the
»Caval#ymen's feelings about the intent of the rounds, and tﬁeir answer was a
section of aerial rocket artillery expended on the suspected launch site. The
enemy in Churchville had begun to get a taste of what battling with teh12/5 wourid
be like. |
On the 29th, both companies went intonﬁhe area phich the rockets had been

firedffrom and immediately began uncovering large caches_of weapons and equiped
ment. That afternoon both had contact with snipers and what was lately described
ﬁy CPT Carroll as a "reinforced NVA company! Several enemy'éoldiérs were killed
that dayﬂand several wefe detained for classification. Mogt,: howsver, eséaped
into tunnels or ran into the church., Companies A and B were close behind,

On March 1, Captains 4Pratt‘ end Carroll combined their forces and mide an on

line‘aésualtﬁagainst the village in which the church was located, Tactical air

strikes had been called in the previous day to soften up the area, and consequent-.

ly initial_gnpry into the area was effected without problem. Once imside the

treelineé.héggver, it became immediately obvious that the enetny were still there,’

Bothlpgﬁbgnies made repéaﬁed contact with enehy'snipers, including one 70 year
old women who continued to fire here AK 47 assualt rifle until she was seized

by members of Company B's 1/3 element who had surrounded her bunker, Contact

sontinued for. the next three days.
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15; the morning of March A, both’ companiee combet assualted into yhe vicin- L

ity Qf the church with the pidn of establishing a cordon around the rema&nzng
'onemy force‘ The previous night SOme one thousand rounds of artillery had Boon
firod into the area, but none the less the Cavalrymen began to recieve firc ale
most as soon as they touched doun. Snipers were eferywhere and it took eimosh
two hours to manuver the various Infantry units into place, effecting ihe cordung
A';;m;any was to sweep the village from the south while B company was to¢ uovn An
from the east, Ditectly behind the church was a large open rice paddy occupiec
by the companieds two heavy weapons platoons, and to the north was the My Ctunk
, river, its bridges hed been knocked out by the gunships earlier in the moruing
vhich completed the cordon. As the two companies pressed toward the church, thux
net continoﬁs but receding sniper fire. Miraculously enough, niether company
took eny casunltics, and the snipers wre sileqced by superior volumes of fire
"gnd skillfnl manuvering, |
By 1400; Company' B's 1/6 element was 100 meters away and still moving.
‘The platoon occupied a small open field, surroundedby trees and as they noved
' across it toward the church its occupants command detonated mines as the cathe
.-edral céme slive with small arms and automatic weupons fire which forced the
‘&Qavgirymen to_take the nearest possible cover, a small rice paddy duct to their
“#égf&l‘CPT Cﬁrroll knew that if he moved his platoon either in an assuaiﬁ of a
ﬁéééical qétrogade, he would sustain heavy camualties or would lose the chance;
'éf'ditgqt fire at the church, or perhaps both, He ordered his men to hold their
pgsi@iang.as he called for ARA supptrt. For twenty minutes the forefight raged
Qn»bétﬁéeg the enemy behind the brick noptar wallg of the church and its surs
reunding bpnkgrg_,, and the 2/5 troopers behind thelr meager protection, 6 foot
l;high dike, Even though the cavalrymen were pinfed down , they vere mattfiing the
'eﬁemy's fire with their own, constantly exposing themgelves to Ai@itbeigﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁbi
Bd oF to obtain a betker foring positioni dft ‘the mounting- ﬁP@*ﬁ?ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁa a3
;Té;ing 'S oompany dnté 2 flanking posifi ‘&”%uﬁ“iﬁey ‘had ths tthk‘ﬁ§§é¥w{6ﬁth
anud ﬁoby traps, end snipers to cOnteﬁd witﬁﬁ‘ Tééib’movement s of" neqéﬁs&ﬁiﬁﬁﬁj{
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: ; 3 £hehensuing hslf hour, B company's’ 1/6 platoon suffered twelve casualtics. //////

and heir line several lurge gape in ii Additionally they were subjected o

‘) " ,i»"1 J

the nightmare of crossfire. Tuo enemy eoldierarvre in the troes to the ol of

i

A the beleaguered platoons flank, placing effective AK-47 fire on them. Tino g

was eo hell concealed in the leaves that effective fore could not be placed on

: grenad .launcher.; With the crosafired ‘elimated the. eituation had well lmprae

takeble drone of the huey cobra, an ARA ship accompanied by a UH=-1 slick convors
| teq into ARA capabilitiea. i

r»\!;

,_.The employment of gunships was straight foward. They expended direcctly inho
the church and surrounding bunkerssetting off severul secondary’ explostivaslrto
the church and.surrcunding bunkers. After the first run, the enemy fire had sub~
eided aufficiently for the converted UH-1 and cobra to land and take out nost of
{he‘u;unée;f After three more runs of the cobra, only a lifelese gutted shell
of the church was left and the emancipated Calwery troopers wore able to with-
draw, leaving a body count ofover thirty enemy dead,

. During ‘the next fov daye both.companies moved beck into the contact area to
probe the church and’ destroy any_caches. Several bodies werc found' but the rcn\ i o
maining were narried off and buried. In ‘their hasty retreat the ememy left bev |
hind seVeral caches of ammunition, end weapons, and other equipment. The 2/5 .
Cavalrymenmyould work in Churchville many times again, asg their part of effor€ :
ot keep the»araa clear of enemy anldiers ’But they had done their job well

s

fnontaot in Churchville would DQVGP again approach the intensity experienced 'r’“'b

1,,

theSe; irst daye of March,

"lgnniganﬁ“nnd‘B‘stayeﬂrinfﬁhurChVillQ for several mhre &ays, swaéping

Y

' the villos along the My Chonh, but they had negatiVe contact and negative findo

[ " . ORI T ST } ol

1nge. ,On the 7th of March Company B was moved to Lz Jane, the neuly eetahliehed

'8 gt »x : ESIERA% SRS LN ELadia

Hbattal%on landing zone, to asrume, base defense reSponeibilities while Gompanies

.,v.,x..




C'and were lifted in to join Co. 4 in a continuod seorch mission. The emphaiic

nss'plaoed on the cnemy!s food snpply; having teken away his fortressg the Caves
alnymen:yere now attempting to starve him out of the crea entirely. Dhamring
this time all threoc companies of the'?/S had ligntloontact and  the infuriciou
enemy retaliatod for their 1osses by mortaring FOB's, sniping at patiols oo
employiné‘a remarkable diversity of oooby traps, Although the kill raiti» wnu
five to one in favor of the Cavalrynen, the 2/5 los sevonel fine wem, notabim.
CPT. James Estep, H company 8 commandé: ﬁggﬁgﬁl gg;iously wounked, =nd A clmpemy
lost their first sergeant Robert’Lowson,‘who wos killed. Despite their cuwe
ualties, the troppers of the 2/5 so. successfully interdicted the encmy's eupply

1lines that he virtually disappeared from area.

The month of Murch had given the enemy a vivid and stinging picuure of 4o:

2/5: ‘March, tou, was a good month for the battalion commander, LTC Love, Havins

been promoted to Coloncl and having recieved orders for a new unit, Col Love
on the 21st of March, handedthe 2/5 colors to the new battalion commander,
a senior avietor from Teaneck N,J., LTC Arthur Leary Jr. With a new commander

andyo new mission the 2/5 closed the bock on Jeb Stuart I.

On 3rd April, the 2/5 left L2 Janeland moved farther north to join the div-

ision in Lhe liberation of the Marines at Khe Sanh operation Pegesus. The bet—
talion rear was movedto L2 Stud, set deep in the Annimite mountains, and the fow-
ard coomand post overlooked the battle sight itself, the fortified Marine out-
post, Khe Sanhf_ The lightning ainmoblle tactics o: the 2[5, ond the other re-
maining battalions of the Cav, and the remaining units which made up the multi
serv&ce task force under the oporationel control of the Cay, were once again

uO launch the divisicn into public eyeas they rOuted tho once conforteble and

1eaVi1y fprtified enemy which surrounded the Marines.

For seventy seven days the Marincs had suffered constant harrassment form

)nemﬂ p;tllleny, rockets, and mortarsy The NVA troops were estimated at 7000

J

trong, and thelr incredible network of truck routes kept then well supplied.
ho enemy sitnation
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Tho onemy situation was ‘so- luxdfious that they were able to sneer at the lenth-
ernecks over a cOmmercial-type radiostation later found by the 2/5's A comuony
The& wexe, perhups, thoe best eqd&péd soldiers thé NVA hud in Soutu Vietuam. and
‘;théir commander, General Giap, made a public sébtemehﬁ thatXiz Conh wonld
.Dien Biqn Phu of the sixty s, 8nd nothing could stop them. Unnalnd il of Gone
éral.Giap_s empty bravado,}on'7 April allffour-Of the 2/5 line compurlss

-;combat assualted into the area.

The landing zohe was preparedfor the nass assualt with theuserwis of b W08,

k4

"and hugervolumes of artillery fire, end high explosive rockets frcn Can chnpueiis

The LZ'swere 'all green and the 2/5 troopers were swarming into the jungle Lo
-neath - the Canopy vhich had for so long hiddeﬁ éﬁe enemy, his supply routos, onu
his ammo dumps. The ememy, except for those bf his commades who had dicd wde

. the massive barrage which preceeded the asuua?t had elected to break wiul +un
rather than staying and making comtact with ‘the 2/5,. . I their haste they whare-
-donédfhmge.caches of weapons, ammunitioné, ciothing, rations, and ccrmwiconion
equipment, - As the Cavalrymen pressed on toward Khe Sanh the caches beceue yicher
:and r%cher. Itwas socn obviousth:zt the enemy's ability to harrass the Marines

at Khe Sqnh was greatly reduced.

[
without taking a single hostilo casualty, the 2/5 carried out their phase

"‘of the :escue mission with such speed and professionalism that the bettalion
waé ainglédvout for open pralse by the Division Commandgr, Major General Tolson:
On th 15th fpril, Company B walkedacross the Marine perimeter at the.Khe Sanh
:camp‘and the next day was jolned by the battalion cormand post. The sicge was
ové;’ the enémy eas gone, the Dien Bien Phu of the 1960's never matcrialized.
Instéud'of'a curshing ﬁectory over the imerican forces, the enemy recieve 1042

~NVA killed, 557 individual weapons captured, and 206 crew served weapons cap-

tured.

f
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Tho cnemy situation wos sofluXdﬁ#ous that they were eble to sneer at the lenth-
ernecks over a commercial~type rafiiostation later fouﬁé by the 2/5's A wowpos
Thej were, perhaps, the best éqd&ped»soldierS'ﬁﬁé NVA had in Scutb Vieivan. ans
théir commander, deneral Giap, tade a publid-sfbtemehﬁ thatTos Gamh woold te
Dien Bien Phu of the sixtf’s, ahd nothing could stop them, Urmaindiul
éral Giep's empty bravado, on-7 April all four of the 2/5 line cowptrile
combat assualted into the a?ea.
The landing zone was preparedfor the mass ascualt with theusaisis of o
"and huge volumes of artillery fire, end high explosive rockels fmani Cow winpe s
The LZ's were all green and the 2/5 troopers-were swarming into the jurela n -
-necath the canopy whiéh had for so long hiddeﬁ éhe enery, his supply rouios, oo
his ommo dumps. The ememy, except for those of his commades who hed &7cu wuirn
the maséive.ﬁarrage'which preceeded the assualt, had elected to break sl »un
rather than staying and making contact with the 2/5. . If their haste they w7
.daoned hﬁge.caches of weapons, smmugitions, clothing, rations, and ccrmmucic:tion
equipment. As the Cavalrymen pressed on towsrd IKhe Senh the caches becpuan tichor
and richer. Jtwas socn obviousth:t the enemy's ability to harrass the Marines

at Khe Sanh was greatly reduced.

Without taking a single hostile casualty, the 2/5 carried out their phass
of the rescue mission with such speed and professionalism that the beitelion
ves singled out for open praise by the Division Commander, Major General Tolsoni
0 n th 15th fpril, Company B wulkedacross the Marine perimecter at ihe Khe Sanh

-camp and the next day wes joined by the battalion cormmand post. The sicge was
over, the enemy eas gone, the Dien Bien Phu of the 1960's never matcrialized,

Instead of a curshing vectory over the imerican forces, the enemy recieve 1042

- NVA killed, 557 individual weapons captured, and 206 crew served wezpons cap-

tured.

SO
e



-

7. . . e v
y&gus'row PAGE 9 » . - 17
. The drama of Kho Sanh was over,.but a huge and tedious cleanup ooﬁyatybn reom-.

ained.-;yhile other unitsmovea to the A Shgu Valloy,;;he 2/5 wesn givon the sale-

ot

o

sion of policing the Khe bang buttlefiold. The C,P. moved te L. Snap
teen milos 8buth east of Khe Sanh ‘end the companios began mithodical sanyeh

and dlear missions in the local area. A few of thec encmy rﬁmg4f:d pyy

light contact almost daily until the first week -in Moy. The tfocpurs LR L

‘continuéd‘to find enemy caches uas, viriually alone in the desolatiur of the fue
nimite.moohpains, they ferreted out the last of the NBA and thior oupnlic:. Hren
though they were Bitually the only infantrymen in the arez, %l Qfﬁ walnboaned e

Cav's image of swift, thorough y and efficient professiomnl goldiering.

On the 7th of May, the battalion moved once again, and ito command piob

s

.and: rear detochment were located at the US Merine installsticn at Dong Hee o
N L,/ ;
part of a 2ndi ‘Brigade taak force &?I%Q é)%ﬁe §L6 .Lr~nedf%kv aion , the 274

.begen opcrations in this area with the mission of interdicting end eventucl:r

and entirely haiting the NVA infiltration suuth from the L¥Z only & miioaf:xgm
. hifter a brief stand down’io the rear area, LTIC Leary vas tc lheve The compa:iea
assune a defensive postures duning the day and conduct extensive cutmahezs

;fotahight. The terrain was flat and sandy, and the company FOB's were situated

in.sevoral sparce tree lineswhich bordered large frobidding stretches of uninter—

upted wasteland. The considerations behind the tactics were nch caly the blis-r

f tcring daytime heat which the enemy avoided by moving at night, but _lqo the fact
{f that the onemy Bad potent ertillery end heavy weapons capavility, and- oould fore

their ﬁBOmm guns end 155mm mortars from concealed locations on the northcrn side

\\

oﬂ{tﬁe DMZ. This capability for placing effective ordinance ‘on the CaVulrymen va
vas greatly reduced during the hours of visibiljy '

..The night ambushing proved tho be a most effective tactbo}i Sevefal portions
of ‘an’ NVA unit :gitransportation battalion, carrying rice.- and munitions were

completely obliterated by Company D, commanded byldfT Joe Carpenter. k Company

n also Had much success, contact 4 or 5 times in one night was comman,

-
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oﬁ’}i} 12%h, however, the onemy doalt s at;ng;ng blow tor t}}e‘%féi‘S. imth
:lgtqu, ngpgay&.had set -gut on 8 qgul e@ggpiyg‘patrol that morningo uroind
hgi;~?0§, They were stieking tg tgg ‘tree lipe&, [ at 1030 mgvT §1 Aot with
n egtimated platoon of enemy snipers iq the trgee. Tmmediat 1j Cpu Carvuld
addled up gggthey plagopn apd sat out to peingorge his element in dontact, To

Ava s

ave bime, he led his plateon agrese the tresherous.open erea. ﬁéfdie the§ day

a8 9YeF, the enepy hud triggered their ‘subtle -trop end engeged! %

cgouers vith alrepdy plotted artillery and mertar fire: Gpt- Carroll and three

thers were killed, apd 44 Cavalrymen werg weunded, At the end of the day how=
ver 30 epemy seldierswere killed in retelistien eof the remainder °f‘6°meyhies
and €, and the reckety and tybe artillery which goon gnswered the enemx fere
24 silenced their guns,

Gompang B's lospes inapired g ney fighting spirit in the pen of the other
mpapies, snd during the five remaiping daysof Concprdia Square, ever 190
oy soldiers wore killed in ambyshesand other night eentact, Additionally,.
- indivdual weapons werg captured, |
| fn tn§'17§h of May, the battalion ;ﬁé@?ﬁeé to their original homg in I corpg
hws%ﬁ%%%%%bﬁwﬁiﬁ,%ﬂgm%y%wQMNh The enemy,since
eir defest oY Ghurchville had besn trylpg to yeae&éﬁ};ﬁh a majer force in the
7 §tuurt avess . Their dey to §qscea§ was the shility 49 feed their troops
‘b vicg gathoved logelly. It had been zoported that the previeus yoer the dme
ny ged exyqﬁ@nce no diffigultieg in aqy,j.rir}g fgpds'&};i.'g suffdcient for their
?%ngﬁswwl%mﬂémm%§%w$£%%mgﬁﬁwﬁwnn The nisgien
§g§;3/5 vas te deny'tne enemy this rige |
from Mey until the end of July the cqmp%néee eriggrerossed Quang Tri Prevs
9%»&%&@@@d%W%F%§%WM§m§%9ﬁ%g% vhen rece was fpund
wae aip=l4fted to p central storage point ip the gity of Hai Pang From

8 point it wag rediptributed 1o the legal p°9ulat199 in gmall, frequent el=-
ngnts guffeciont fortheir needs,

Yy
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» .
IA'%@E; manner were large guantities of rice, sufficientto feed a large body
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of insurrectionists, that deniedthe onemw. In addition to schleving contzc

of the.rice, the 2/5 moved to interdict the transportation rouses used by lae
enemy., Each night a meny as twelve,ambush positions were estabiiched Ho cubol
them 1n the act. The emeny was also using the hundreds of waterways in the
qreg;tq movanxhe contraband rice at night,’bﬁth this operation was severly
pééyégféggpyenight-helecopter hunter-killer teams pomposed of the hunter, a
.;buei-aligk,;low flying , carrying troops with atqr}ight sgopes mounted on their
tb¥k16's»yhp marked the targets with tracer for thelkiller, the hugy cobra gun-
‘sh;p;ﬁ A thirdbird,a flareship, would light up the erea on call leaving the enemy
| ”in a;p§§ture not unlike that of the mechanical animals bobbing across the tar-
get in cernival shooting galleries.

The enehy was 8till in the area, but because of the riee denial and supply
interdiction operatipns, the enemy{s nembers were small and their effictive-
ness minimum. Contact was almost‘exclusively restricted to exchangzes of small

me fire as the companies searched and cleared tho local villages and hamlets.
The enemy made wxtensive use, howcver'of booby traps, and incidents occured
almost daily during the last part/of May. Nevertheless the companies were mere=
ly aelgyed by this action, and the enemy, thriogh his use of the booby traps,
had ﬁarked his poaiiion and that of his caches.

' Rice-harvest scason came to a climex around the second week in July, and
the results of the fice denial miseion were shown clearly in records of the
Popular Forces in Hae Lang who conirolled the rice., The pear previbus the en-
emy had controlled the entire harvest., This year, 4500 of the 5000 tons of
rice hafﬁeated were accounted for, |

The ﬁeticulous search and clear operations along with the rice denial and
supply interdiction caused the bulk of the reméining enemy to rét:eat‘to theif'
rtorecge points hidden in the Annimite mounteins. The largestof thece areas
--c Base Area 113, situatedin the rugged and dense portion of the mougitain SW of

Cemp Evans. Bn July 20, the Bn. movedto Base Aresa 114.

PURNE U
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/ Light Jgight LRRP rations were substitutcd for the heavicer canned C-rations.

Lightcr, more flexible, andhaving beoén given tho capability of surviving with-
b conpromising thelr locutions, the troopers of the 2/5 got into full swing.
"R Thc searching opcerations contlnuedinto Sept, and the findings grew lor-
ger daily. Co. A mado the largcat single discovery of heuvy weapons, mertars,
machine guns, recoilless fifles, anti-aireraft guns, and rccket lavnchers, in
the history of ‘the 2/5, Co. B found enough ammunition to svpply an NVA bat-

¢

tallon for several weeks; Co. C found and destroyod the rcar area of a reg-

-@mentél”qommand post, and Co, D discovered two enemy supply camps and a small

hoépitdl;“gLéso, the main 1inc of wire cormunication from an NVA regiment to a
dlvision in the A Shau Valley was found and destroyed.
'i In. the middle of Sept., LIC Maladowitz expanded the operations by gaining

control of ¢ larger erea of responsibility and establishing a task control of a

lerger ewea-ef~ force command post under the control of the battalion X0, Maj

Edward Valence, at L2 Carroll;.fTwo fire support bases, one at LZ Maureen and the.

.er at LZ Miguel, werec also estubllshed. The'weather however, began to

tlghten bts grip, and with cielings dropping to almost zero and heavy fains, the

;xqssion in the base area 114 had to be curtailed. Despite the change of plens,

~the successes proved to be bery rough on the eneriy. It would take them a long

‘time to regroup their losses.

On thg 27th of Sept. the battalion began the return to its original AO as
tho battalion rear began pfeparations for its own move to a now LZ about foun

mlles'auaylfrom Lz Janc. The new LZ, Nancy, was 2lso north of camp evans and

cccess road vhich would bo subjﬁgt to flooding, a major problem which had faced

LZ Jane since the onset of the,@g&ps. ‘The perimeter defenso of Nancy was the

)

responsibility of the 2/5, A base uefense S0P wes enacted and during the,Z/S‘S
e

(3 *ire etgy as Nangy not a single mortar round fell into its perinmcter.
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ﬁg; the oldtimers, this move wos like coming homo. In eddition to the

defense committment at-Nancy, 2/5 troopers found themselves securing old

aunts nicknamed North and South Bridges and the Alamo, the last being a cour
pound adjacent to the Héi Lang District Headquarters. Additiénally the Bn.
was responsibie kofvscarch znd clear missions in the araa surrounking Nancy,
;including what had aldost become thoir‘second home, Churchvillz, The mission was
deprivation of frecdom of movement from the enemy in order to curtail recruting
and. supply activities in the area, . Felliﬁg again thet the old tactics could be
im?roved upon, LTC Malasowitz and Maj. Valence devised several innovations,>tQQ
ﬁdét sudasious yet successful of these was a two company night blitzrieg cor-
rdon followed by a first light sweep of the ¥illage by Skytroopers agumented by a

platoon of National Police,

It vas a dramntic sight as twenty-four helicopters swept into LZ Naney ot G100
“in the morning and plucked the first lifts of A und C companies off the PZ‘c.
-~Intélligence reports had indicated that the local VC moved out of the villas

around 0360 every morning and es the two companies touched down on their six

separate landing zones, they hoped that their prey were still slecping peaceful-

Hly. Withim two minutes the entire village was surrounded, the cordon yonBLete.

The tact@c was used twice with unquestionable success; |
' 7 eneny killed es they tried to flece through the‘cordon, 12 captured in their

‘concealed bunkers in vhich they attémpbed to hide, and four tons of rice 1ib-

rerated.

The 2/5 continued routine opcrations in the LZ Nancy area; the only hecvy
contact coming vhen Co. A routed an NVA battalien from their bcse camp in the
foothills west of Nancy, Tho enery had no 11l tO fight, though, and as a
Cheu Hoi led Co. 4 into their lair, they sled, laaving only delaying foroes
behind‘ _

In the early part of Noverder the 2/5 reckived a varning order to prepare

for a move south. About « week carlier the division minus and the 3rd Brigade

had departed slightly NW of Seiges.
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On ﬂ’%ﬁﬁ. the battul&on departed L2 Nancy, par% by alr, .the remainder b; leas,

?:for them nev home at Phouc Vinh, 111 Corpe.

: Phouc Vinh is located 52 miles north of Saigon in tho heart of the III
°corps CTZ flat jungle and rubber ‘comtry. The division hecdquarters, fho .ﬂﬁ
;Blackhorse Brigade, ‘the 2/5 wede thistholr new home. The lact elements 6f the
vbuttalion>arrivOd at; Fhuoc ‘Binh on the 12th of Nov., ond immediately began their
miseion of providing security 6or the ‘installation by conducting search and
oIear pat.role .’m the contiguous countryaide, Hhile the companiee pwept the
exterier ot the baee, exhaustive efforts were empleted to fortify her perireten

' defeneee. The operatienal control of the 2/ifemployed to fortify her and

J assumed by Divieibn Artillery, and for the remainder of Nov. the companies
'U‘centinued their scurch missions with scattered contect. J '

,On Dec. 18t, LTC Malasowitz received en order to move a 2 company task
force into the 3rd Brigade AO for a combat mission that lasted for the first 3
wveeks of Degs On theo efternoon of Dee._1et, theAbattalion forward CP wag oper=
ting nearﬂah:isolated Special Forces Camp in Dong Xoai., Companics A and B com=
bieed“iego one forceJand_air assaulted into the trecherous jungle where no {US
foreee heq enteredfor over 3years. - Operations began imﬁediatoly, and the bat-
talieh'CE’wee located ot LZ Odessa and base defense was taken up by Co. E,

| This particular region was a suspccoted strong hold for several NVA units, and
Cav-nnits that were already»operuting nearby reported heaby resistence from
weilAequiped and h;ghly»motivated»communist soldiers. OCpt. Jim Mace of Co. A
. toi& his men thut"Gooks are in 8CESON, . . gat em“..They did.
| For 14 deys the Cavalrymen fought,raging battles with the enemy who were
| outnumhered and found themselveq in very hazardeus situations because the enemy
had worked the territory without interference for years.
LIC Maladowiiz planned counter attacks using several sorties of B52 heuvy
sbombere, tactical air strikes from Air Force Phamtom Jets, and Army helicopter

-gunships, ond when the smoke cleared,-he ordered the two compenics to return to

tﬁe,scene. Brief contacts lingered on, but tho enemy was severely hurt by the e
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aériul pounding, .and several bodics and parts of bodiec were found in the rub-

"blb; ‘On Dec. 10, Cpt. Wayne'Porter of B company discovered the payoff; an

incredible cache of rockets, heavy weapons anmun«tlon and ,naLW arms enmo i

addition to explosives, rations, clothlng, medical suppliesa and several doeven

bicycles that were usedto carry goods from the nearby Cambodian corder,  For

two days the nen clearedthe area wlthout e sign of the oncuy.
Gompqny C experienced contact with ¢ portion of the remzining eneny forow,
" but it was befy obvious that they had lost the grip they once had on theh par-
ticular bitof real ostate, and on the 19th of Dec., Co. C moved to Quan Loi

to essist the 2nd Bn. 7th Cav. in their operations with the 3rd Erigade. On
23 Dec. Co. B replaced Co. B 1/5 Gav at Phouo ¥inh.

The 2nd Bn, 5th Cav. eclosed the remainder of 1968 with negative encmy con-

tact as they continued to secure Phouc Vinh., It had been a good yezr for then,

and a very bad year for the eneny they had opposed in so many places during so

nany var;ous missions and operations in the Republic of Vietnam. The war was

not over though, and although there was relative calm, LTC Maladowitz propha-

‘sized that i1t could be the ‘lull befors the storm. Pcrhaps he was right, but

only.time will tell,
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