
THE 
HISTORY 

OF 

THE SECOND BATTALION FIFTH CAV;,LRY 

r·-... 
I 

\ ") 

PREPARED BY: 
PFC KENNETH W. GARDINER 
UNIT HISTORIAN 

APPROVED BY: 
MAJ. RICHARD D. KITTLESON 
UNIT EXECUTIVE OFFICER 



"'-< 
2/5 ~:·l!ISTOBY: 1968 

As. 1968 began, the 2nd Battalion, 5-t..::. 

in the vicinty of the Bong Son coastal plain. The area was Jcrge :w.•.d. f!t'e8ort,2d 

the battalion 'With quickly changing tactical situarions, but t..b:o1.i.;,:> c:::-:r:~·.!..fl1:c:C' 

operations and full utilization ifthe air mobility concept, the ene:ny ·i:ll:·::-«_,.:'. . .in 

the AO 'Was greatly reduced. The companies conducted routine search and. c~.i:'l'Lc 

operations, mine swap securtty and base· defense miss.ions in various locatfo:1c. 

During the month of January and the first half of February, they experiencort 

very light and brief contact. The enemy had dwindled in force from fortifj_<,13. 

regiments to small, ill equiped, poorly motivated bands wandering about in 

search of survival. A few enemy soldiers were killed and several gave themseJ.Yer,: 

up to the skytroopers. 

But the days of operating in the Bong Son area were coming to a close, 

planswere being made for the 2/5 to mave north. On the 16th and17th of Februa~r 

the battalion meved within 21 kilometers of thl:l demilitariezed zone as they 

joined division minus at Camp Evans, a bareen and vulnerable outpost located 

on highway 1. The 2/5 assumed base defense • 

. Ordinarily, a security missiou such as this is considored to be good duty 

by the infantrymen, a time forrest in a relatively safe fortified perimoter. 

The ememy in the Camp Evans area, however, had mortar and rocket capabilities 

and enough men to attempt ground attacks, day or night. Compounding an already 

unfavorable situation was the weather, so poor that resupply by air.was nearly 

impossible, and the enemy interdiction of the ouly overland supply route, Qir-1, 

with trenches and antivehilcular mines. As a consequence, the infnntnnen on the 

Camp Evans perimeter had to carry out their mission with rationed ammunition1 

little or no trip flares and claymore mines, and very little illumination from· 

r.a-tillery and organic mortars. 

LTC Love, the battalio~ commander, was personally responsible for the 

security of Camp Evnar security not only from ground penetration, but also from 
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mortar and rocket attack. He gave .two of the battal:J,.Ol} Is foUT ri~J.e ~0m,1:3.:'.1:1.es 
' . f .· . ~ .. :~·:. .• ;·:-~/ ... 

the mission Of perimeter defense• :.During the day·' "1;1-lfise; "~en l'~t:.. locr.L1. Ji:~ :;1·:)JS ~ 
• .• ; :-:-,:~::~.:~ .~. 1 ' '.• •": I' •' . ' • 

at night the~ manned greenline:.bunke~s~· The remainillg rifle cc:r..pn~;ies cc1~dur:ti..?d 
. '.i1\;! l:,.i . . . ~,. 

exhauativ~ search and clear operatf_pns. through the ,Villages which vo:.:·t.: c::Lo::::0 
,. . ' .... :::.' ' 

eno\igb to Camp Evans to put the base ''Within enemy ordrnmceit In addi tfou -~;o the . . . . . 

destruction of any weapons found on the sweeps, these two companies had tlrn 

.re~ponsibility of providing road security for two bridge~,. several daily mine 
...... 

~eeps, and the Camp.EVans water point. 

night -ambushes. 

.. , 
I -., 

Additionally they conducted exten;n:"t-:.i 
.. <'!' '.,1 

T~s enemy forces in the pro:ti.mity of Camp Evans consisted of fortified 

companies ~battalion of NVA,· main.-.force VC units, and VG guerillas mas,quer-
::- ·. 

ading aas bona fide local villages.· De.spite the aefeats they had suffe.red<: 
. .. ...~ . . , . 

( • I \,. . ~ i' " :.... 'lf.J ' 
during the first two weeks of Tet, the enemy soldiers 1 morale appeared to b(l !Ugh, 
•' . • . /_ l I , .• . " 

~~~the battalion's .first kill on th(~·'confirnied tMt theY wer~ well equiped 

~~~"supplied. It was monsoon season/in. the I Corps, and the rairi workedto the 
I . 

I I' . ' ~ 

disadvantage of the U.S. troops wi jh the grounding of aircraft, flooding ·'.<?f .:: 
'/~ ;'''' -

roads, and general .discomfort. The enemy reveled in the freedom of movement. 
/ .. ,,.·. 

.. · 
•1·' 

3.Ild concealment. They were able ~o move about for either tactical or logis-

'iaal reasons~· undetected. / 

The first blow struck i9'tbe 2/5's effort to choke off this enemy traffic 

:a~ IDade .by_ Company B whi~/th - onducted a cordon a;_;d s~~rch 9ge_ra,~OR 
. /'1 Wf-:J (/7 1rfi fr p l-1 l/ if z- u y l) 0 (._, 3 •-_;; . 

.round anp. in the village Trach, ong· P,iep District. The village ii{seJ.f 
• -·. ' •r' ;' 

s lee~fthan one· mile from The eneror had placed command detonated' 
.-; . 1? ... ,~>· .. · : 

~it~J.ong the trail that led to the: viif.(lge; and when Company B 1 s point 
:riZ':.~ ., \ .. 
lement was into the kill zone, the ert.all1A~~cked' off an ambush by detonating 

.{ '• ,;~t .. 'I"; •.. ' ., • 

1e mines and engaging the'ill.rantrymen 1'.tltn·small arms and machine gun fire. 
' : '.1 ,) ·1.)·'. ; 

)ffipany B reacted ~ediateiY, returning fire with 'their 0\.,'!1 small alf11S and lb. 
~ . ~ . . 

'"l-~· '· 

:chine guns and 90mrri:recoiless rifles, while .the conunander, CPT Robert Carroll 
. ' ',, ' 

J.led fol1 gunship support~ 

.\._ 



2./5 ~~ PAGE J 

Haying suffered only one caaualty, Company B moved nn line against their ambusherr. 

but the enemy broke contact, taking their dead end wounded with them. ll1.iJ!:'Yc1 (':h 

OPT Carroll led his men across the rice paddy in quick pursuit, th"' r,:ci:0::~ 

soldiers escaped across the nearby My Chonh river. The suppor-i;~._::.r; :;cmships 

reconned the far side of the My Chonh by fire, but by then the ambu.s:iers had 

disappeared into the bush. It was later discovered that these particula:' .><<~·-

diers had maintained a command post in Pho Trach and had benn given the as- 1 

si"gnment to harass Comp Evans at night, A search. of the area revealed sever,;_1~(<:;'13 (;'b 
smaJ.l storage points for rice, supplies, and amall arms ammunition. Two days 

later Charlie Company found a oe.che or mortar aITRD1m:Jtion in·the same area~ 

The security mission at Camp Evans was peacef'ul andonly lasteed eleven 

days, which only three mortar rounds fell inside the installation. On 28 Februa:-y 

tho battali~n was relieved of their duties at Camp Evans and were placed under 

the operational control of the 2nd Brigade 101st Airborne Division and given a 

1ew missiofi~ Seven miles northeast of Camp Evans was an area that was to be 

risited and rev~sited by the men of the 2/5, a series of little hamlets along 

;he banks of the My Chonh river, completely surroundedby graveyards and vast, 

ipen, rice paddies. The My Cbonh was unfordable as it sna.ked through the little 

omimJnitiea, but had several narrow passable foot bridges crossing ti while the 

nea· on both sides of the ~iver were built up and choked with hedgerows and 

ootp~t~~. Jl4s4.lg well a.hove the trees was the st~eple of a stately old 

~thedral, gi$g the area the aura of pius tranquility~ Intalligence reports 

ldice.ted,_ howev~, that the inhabitants of the neighboring villages were mem-

irs of a regimental sized NVA unit who were using the sleepy little hruillets 

i tMir sanctuary, irhe Cavalyymen of the 2/5 soon found out that the intel-

.gence' reports were correct~ The congregation. of the towering cathedral 
,\, 

~~isteq of a· regimental coll:rm.rulder, his staff, and.a large security force. There 

s ~,ammo dump in the basem0nt, machine gunne:rs in the vestibule, and foward 

s.;:i-v~r~ in thebo:llry • 
. ' - ·-·. 
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CPT Pratt of Company A and CPT Carroll of Qo~pany B were given the mis~~on to 

clear the area of the interlopers. Thu.~}?~_ga.n the long saga of Churchville~ 

Armed with recoiless rifles and mortars the tw companies ai:rived in ;_,;·.(: 

Chur.chville area on the 28th and established their foward observation bo.so:3 (PCiB) 

IN AN OLD VIETNAMESE graveyard, covered 'With traditional burial moundls and gravis~ 

stones. This island, in a sea of rice paddies, was about 800 meters fron the 

woodline boundry of Churchville. Immediately following the evening meal, t'-:o 

B-40 rockets were firedi into the perimeter from the tree line but were dncls i:.w1ci. 

landed without exploding. The harmless outcome did nothing to ameliorate the 
. . . 

Cavalrymen's feelings about the intent of the rounds, and their answer was a 

section of aerial rocket artillery expended on the suspected launch site. The 
' 

enezny in Churchville had begun to get a taste ·or what battling with teh 2/5 wou.ld 

be like. 

<fn the 29th, both companies went into the area which the rockets had been 

,fired.from and immediately began uncovering large caches of weapons and equi~ 

ment. That afternoon both had contact with snipers and what was lately described 

by CPT Carroll as a "reinforced NVA company~ Several enemy soldiers were killed 

th.E.t day;",and several were detained for classification. Most,- however, escaped 

into tunnels or ran into the church. Componies A and B ~ere close behind. 

On March 1, Captains Pratt and Carroll combined their forces and made an on 

line a~sualt'against the village in which the church was located. Tactical air 

strikes had been called in the previous day to soften up the area, and consequent-. 

ly initial entry into the area was effected without problem~ Once ill8ide the 
. : , ... 

treeline'. 11.~~~ver, it became inunediately obvious that the enetny were 13till therei · 
•;f 

Roth p9nip.an;les made repeated contact with ene~ snipers, including one 70 year 

o+d women who continued. to fire here 1}.K.'47 assualt rifle until she was seized 

by member~ of Company B's 1/3 element who had surrounded her bunker. Contact 

~ontinued for the next three days. 
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r~~! the ~~rni~g· of March 4·. both' compunie: combat ossunlted into jhe vicin-
. ~.· ...... : . .. .. · .. 

ity:r~f .. the church \iii th "tho. pili;rl :of establishing a c.drdon around the remaini.ng 
,o·,i . ·.' . I.·.. . ' . 

oneII11. tor'ce• The pre:v~ous ,iµght, sbme .one thousand rounds of artillery hr/l b~1 1m 
• ' • ~ . I :. .., 'i : ' • . I 

fired into the area, bitt non(/ the la's~ the Co.vui.rymen began to recieve fi.r.u r.d."' . . . . . ~ : . 

most as soon us they touched down. Snipers were eferywhere and 1 t took c.~;..1.,•)S~'. • 
. '· 

.. 

two hoUrs to mnnuver the various Infantry units into place, effect:l.nz i:.11>; c;~rdo::\J 
................ ,, 

A company \IUB to S'Weep the village from the .south while B company wn,s tc. :1D/1
) :·L2i 

from the east. Ditectly behind the church was a lo.rge open rice paddy oc,~'1lfr.ieG 

l;>y the componie!s two heu.vy weapons platoons, and to the north was the gy C'. .. (,;-iL 

ri.ve~, ·its bridges hc.d been knocked out by the gunships earlier in the mornLi:w 

which completed the cordon. As the two compo.nies pressed toward the ch1.1I'ch 1 t~1·:i.::n. 

met continous but receding sniper fire. Miraculously enough, niother comp~~~ 

took any casUD.l.tics, and the snipers wre silenced by superior volUI:les of fire 

and skillful manuvcring. 

By 1400, Company' B's 1/6 element wos 100 meters nwny end still ~oving. 

The plo.toon occupied a. small open field, surroundedby trees and ns they 1roved 

· ucros:.; i~ toward the church its occuponts command detonated mines as the cath-

,·edrnl came ulive with smnll nrms and automatic weupons fire which forced the 

:Sav~en to toke the nearest possible cover, a small rice po.ddy duct to their 

1'.~n~.· ·.· CPT Carroll lmev that if he moved his platoon either in rui assualt of o. 
.. 
I' 

tactical ~~trogado, he would sustain heavy caaunlties or would lose the chance.; 

Qf 4;rect fire nt the church, or perhaps both, He ordered his men to holq thei:r 
' • ' • ' I 

p,Q,s~t.j.ons as he ca.J,l~d for ARA s.t,+ppibrt. for· twenty minutes the forefight raged 
" .,, 

o.n hetwe:e~ th~ enemy behind the brick mo~ttu'! wo.116. r;;>f the church nnd its sur~ 

FflWdM(g ~~r..§, anp. th~ ,2/~ tr99per.~, ~ehJ,)lq tn~i.r ¢engE;lr pI'otectlon, 6 foot 
. , ... r .,,,_ •. • , ,, 

J 
'I 



.· .. '"'1""~'·;' , 1.· ;•; 1 .... ·.:·"' ~' i-/7;,/,,:1 

.. : : .((~11,;the. ensuing htlf hour,· B compa.ey •a· 1 /6 plutoon suffered twelve ca.sunlt"l.c~. / 
.. ''·'i ~··;~·:"~~·(, i '. . . .. , . ' 

1

~d:th~ir line severnl lnrge gaps in ~t. ' Additionally they were subjec·t"'d t.o 
., :'~Lt'~/' .. ~;;;·.\~ .. :~ ... ,>' ) • ' 

the Idghtmare of crossfire. ·Two enemy .soldieravwro in. the trf)es to tho J.,~;:(-. ;/:' 
~·..::::1:··.,;:-~=x~· .. :-:-~~•, . . .. ! .. _, .• .·.-i' ·~ _1· ·. ~ . . 

th~ bel~aguered plntoons flank,· -piacing effective AK-47 fire on them, Tilo p-:.~.::-
, I ,., 

,, ': . ~ . . 
wns so tte11 concealed in the leaves that effective fore could not be p:lnccd on 

.... _ .... ~· ,· ~ ;(~;~1~:·· . . ' 
them .url~il one shnrp trooper spotted them and killed them both \Ji th his !·); ·'!"-; 

.. ';.• ,;•:·. '.:.;J.):/1." 

. ~~~~~·~tinun~her • : 'With the. crossfired. elimnted the. Bi tun ti on had uoll :lnp:r·::-= 
:·-~·~·:.':,·~-~ /(:'':/~- . , ·. . .. ·.. . 

... ;; ..• ,'"i'l!l\·\.1'~"·' ' : '. 
~ ; • ! '~:..:·~ ... -'." ·•. • • 

ed,,>~e~r~;be, real turni~g or. the tide came _shortly nfter, announced .by the J!!,tt;~~~·· 

' takeble d~one or the: huey cobra, an ARA; ship aceompanieq by n UH-1 slick co2wm~·" 
•'. 'r 

ted.,.in.to ARA capabilltiee. 
r ... ~;,~··.;~?~t •I- / .' ' ·, ,~ '' "' ' ' 

<·. .;''.<.'The :employment of gm,iships 'Was straight fovard. They expended dircct1;r 1.n·b-; 
. . : . . ·~~ ,~ : . 

the_' church .and surrounding bunkerssetting off severul secondary exploeticnc;into . 
• •• ~ •• , > ' • : '. • •• ' ' • • ' : ·, •• 

the churc~ .,~ ~-bunke~s.. After th~ first run, the. enemy fire had sub-
. ,·. ' ' . . ·~ ~ . ' . . . . ' . 

sided sufficiently for. the. converted UH-1. and cobra to land nn:d talce out most of 
:?·/5 ~lJ<'~::c:~i·_i··· fr;.:· /_ i 

the wounded. ~ter three more.runs of the cobrn, only a lifeless gutted sh£11 

of' the ch~h ~as left and the emancipated CalllVry troopers wore able to \tlth-
. ~.'. ! 

draw, leav~ng n body count of ov~r thirty enemy dead. 
' \ ~-· . ~ ~ . . '. 

·.pur.~g :the next. few days both ~mpnnies moved book. .i.nto the ccntact nron. to. 
,. 0 /' '·'· 

probe the church 1:J.nd .desiroi ab)"·~aches. Severnl bodies were found· hut .t~ti-'~:, 
• .,o • ~ / I • 

In.their hasty retreat the ememy'left ·~, mairdng:·~e~~.-~ed oft ~d ·buried. 

, hl.n,<1 several caches of ammunition, e.nd weapons, and other equipment. The 2/5· 
.. \ '·, .,. 

. ·cavai~_J,ouJ.d W9l'k in Churchville. many times ngnin, a~ their part ot eftor.~·:" · 
.. 

<>~. ~Elep, t~·. area . clear of enemy Wlld.i.ers. ·-".e'trt -~ had done their job well, 
• ·:~ ''.: l··<··,:':-,. r:-· '- ~' ;,:,' • . \ • _' ' " , 

. ~.(1nt~ot in: Churchville would wver tiguin app;ro~cb the i~~ensi ty e~r.ien,ced . 
. ' • I •1 • 

0

) 1 ' ~' , ' _ 
1 

• "' 

'$4-'ile:~f:~rst days of March11 
::' .. . ·,··. '.,~t'.;~~··, ~.~- : :• . . !. : • .. • ;' •. ~. : ' :~ . • . , \ ' 

-.. -.- '::~~~"~..K~'l:kl~.'ir ~to.;red: irl:'C.fiufchvilie ·i'or ~evero.1. mbra flays, :swe'eplb~: ··; 
~. ~ ... -:..:.,~-! . ~ ,' ' ' . . : '. . ~ .. • . ' . J - ~ ) • • 1' : 1 :· . ' ,: ;· : - '· 

-the· v~ll.os. alon.g the My Chon.h., but they had negutive contact und negs.ti ve t1nd•. 
~'!-:.,·<.',~ii ... ,~~ l~:, r ,~ .. _,, .. · ~,, ... f'i'r1r~1 i'' ;'•' '!:',' ~ ~ •,' . '\-,...! ~.,.~ .... ;~i ••. } .. j';:, ..... 

~ng~ •\;.,o~. the 7th of Mcxch, Comprul)' B \f~a _ ooved to ~ Jane, the ne\{ly eete.bl:1.shed 
! /' ~-~,~-,~~~ ,,;.l:·:.:·~ ..• I ~- 1,.-.~,~,~.~·i':~',\1-.<!;,r.:';,~·,.::1"'::. :'~:!\·· ·' .. ~J:,-.1·~··· . '_l\,:' ·, . ' :.,;~ ., ·\~ · 

.~1:rni\.?~~~}~~~·::;?,~~'·: .~~, ~a:f~~tb~:>~ :gefe~s~. ~esp?nsi~~li.~es "~~·~~~s · 

-1 

:1 

.• j 

) 

I· 

.P.5:1nd~:D::"1!3re .moved. 1n. tho· join A componj in H continued search mis,i::.ion •. The.': · 
·~'~hi~~~·;.'.'";~~-'~, ........... ·; ..... ;. ~-·-·-~ - ... ~.".C~: .. :.~.:-~--,.,', .- .. -. ... . .•· . ',. ~ J .. 

~..;'.J.i~LA..~ • .._...._ ,..., """'~ .rw, _+l-.a_on.annJ"l_a __ ~_;:'iim~hr.u.li~vi nu_f,flken_a\.tliv~hirlOtr.ee~- : ~, . ......., · ·. 
- ------------~-



I?~-:~-·~~ "''-'" '. _jf ~ 

c ·o.nd f vere lifted in to join Co. it. in n continued oeo.rch misoion. Tho enpbn:i:~;: 
'· 

vaa 'pln_c:ad on the cnomy!s food supply; hnving taken ~wny his fortress~, th;; Ca11 ·~ 

nlryme~ !19re now att~mpting to starve him out of the l:ren entirely. r~:..;i:-r.:. ·~,::: 

this time all throo compnnies of the ·~/5 had light 9onto.ct ur.d thn ::.nJ\.:r:~.; .. ~. ·1 

. . 

en~rny rotnliatod for their losrns by mq;r.~oring FOB 1s, sniping at p1ik.~0J:3 ;~ .... ) 

employing n remarkable diversity of booby traps.. Al though the ki.ll 1'·:t;; ·~ ;,.· '~·; 

five to on"e in fnvor of the Cavalrymen, the. 2/5 lo~ sevornl fine rni:?~1 .... :.u>·.: . .';..i.)'~ 
· · ·, · · ()/1rnnrc 'wCb · 

CPI' James Estep, C compan)''a commander who was serious~y wounked~ '.').1d 11. e·:: .. ;.)::::\i' 

lost their first sergeruit Robert Lnvson, who wns ld~lod. Despite the~3' <':.::.: ••• 
' .. 

ua1 ti~s, ·th~ troppors of the 2/5 .so,. succcssf'.ully interdicted the em~my 1 s i·:·,x;;r ... '../ 

lines that he virtually disappeared from area. . . 

The month of Murch hnd given the enomy a vivid m;id stinging p;i:r;·:~1i:r''J of 'I: : 

2/5: ·March, too, wns n good month for the bat to.lion commander, LTC I.,o-;e. !loi.·1:!n2 

been promoted to Colone:l and having reeieved orders for a new unit, Col Love 
. -· \ . ' 

op the 21st of March, handedthe 2/5 colors to the new bnttQlion commander, 
' 

a senior aviator from Teaneck N.J., LTC Arthur Leary Jr. 
; ,? With n new commnnde~ 

and 'h new mission the 2/5 closed the book on Jeb Stuart I. 

~n Jrd A 1:-ril, the 2/5 left LZ Jruiel.and moved farther _north to join the div­

ision in ~ho libf)ration of the Marines at K4e Sanh, operation Pegc.1311s, The bat­

talion rear was movedto LZ &tud, set deep ,in the Annimite ~ountnins, and tho fow­

ard ~oomand post overlooked ~ho battle sight itself, the for~i~ied Marine out­

post, Khe Sanh._ 'l'he lightning airnoblla tactics of_ the 'J./5, and the other re­

rnainfng battnlions of the Cnv, and ~he roil)ai_ning uni ts which mp.de up the multi 

~erv4:pe tnsk forceundor the oporatj,.o~al control of the C£.lY; were once again 

~p l~~Ch:_the divisicn i,nto public ey.en~ they r()Ut~ th.Q once ~oin!orto.bl8 and 

leu'V+iY i'prt.ified eneiuy whl-cn· surrounded the Marines, 
I, .. · .··· . . . ' . . .. ' '· 

For.' seva.uty seven days the Marin.es had ~uffered constant hnrrnssmcnt form· 

in~. '~Jtill.ecy-, rockets, and mortarS',r ... The NV'A troops were estimated at 7000 

;troo~~. ~d \heir incredible network o/itruck routes kept ther;i well supµ~od. 
ho enemy si:tµa..tion 

.... ' ·' 

1. 
! 
I 
I 

I 
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.·Th~ onomy situation wo.s 'so ·1wruzl~ous that they wore. nble to sneer at the J.r:wth~· 
1crne~ka over n connnercial-type rntl!ostation lat'er fo~~ b'y the 2/5 's A ·::i:(.-q ''"·> 

Th~; were., perhaps, tho best oqul.pcd soldiers ·the NV.A ~a.d in South V~.Gt1\mil.: (lll(l 

t~ir/.c~~andor., ~eneral Giap, tnade a. pubtlc' · stntemeht that:Gt'c·. ~:.J.?.0Jt o,:ciJJ.d li\o 

Dien Bi~p Phu of the sixty•·'s, and nothing could stop them. Ur2i:tnc1.f.\L! :;:i Gc.·1·· 

bral Ginp'E; empty bravado, ,on ·7 April nll four :6f ·the :2/5 line c0mpv.n.'..r;:;.; 
r - . . ' ·· . 

. combat :l1ssunl.ted into the aron. 
··. 

Th~ l~ding .zo.ile wns ·preparedfor the mass nssualt with thcusc.ndf., er t;:·.~::,:~~ 

· ·anc;l ,p~~;-~~~iumos of. nrti,~lery fire, e.nd .high explosive rocketo f::'c.L1 C:.-...·;1 c!;.:ip}1\J/·~1., 
'•I • ' ' 

The J.Z ~ s ·.ware ·ru.1 green and 'the 2/5 troopers· were swarming in to the jungJ.0 ~)~,. · 
•, ' • I 

·neath· the canopy \otM.:dh had for so long hidderi ihe enemy, his stipp1~· :rc.ut.(!.E; uir_( 

his ammo dumps. the ememy, except for those t>r his commades who he.d dj (C.0. H1 1'.b.~· 

the massive barrage which preceeded the asGuo...lt, had elected to break a1tt"l 1'\rn 

-rather than steying md making c'ontact with the 2/5 •. Iti thoir haste they <-.J;-:;.:1.-

.doned.huge caches of \Jeapons, runmUl).itions, clothing, rations, o.nd ccnrnun:ic:.:t.1~c<;. 

equipme~t. ·As ·the Cavalrymen pressed on toword Kha Sc.nh the caches bccc'.,'\CJ .r:!..Ghs~~ 

nnq :r~c;:~e.,, Itwas soon obviousthc:t the enemy's ability to hurrass the Marines 

at Kha Sllfl? was greatly reduced. 
·'·" . 

\.Ji tµ\'.:rµt to.king o. single hos ti lo casunl ty, tho 2/5 cru-ried out their phnse 
. '. )·· ' ' 

of the rescuo mission with such speed nnd professionalism that the bcLtalion 
' I 

was singled out for.open.praise by the Division Commrinder, Major General Tolson• 

0 nth 15th April, Company B wulkedacross the Vmrine perimeter at tho.Kho Sruih 

· camp and the next day was joined by the battalion command post. The siege was .. 
overr the enemy eas gone, the Dien Bien Phu of the 196o 1 s never materialized. 

Insi;.ea.d of a curshing vectory over the il.lllericnn forces, the enomy recieve 1042 

~ NVA killed, 557 individual weapons captured, and 206 crew served we~pons cap-

tured. 

' ' ·.' .· 
' .. 

. J 
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~Hl~'l'GHY PJ~GE 8 

Tho enemy situation wus so:1wairious that they wore uble to sneer at the J.s1 1t:1-· 

crnecks i:iver n connnercial-type :ratliostntion la tier found. by th8 2/5 1 s A ,._ .... ···! : ·. --~ · ·. 

They were, perhaps, the best eqJi.ped soldiers th~ NVA ho.d in 0cc.::tl~ V~y .. • "-'""',_: ':~·, 

tMir commo.ndor, General Ginp, tnade a public'stiltemoht that:'«~,,· :>i.:·.' 1. ~,:-.:.;)<J 1,c 

Dien Bien Phu of the sixty 1 s, and nothing co'uld stop th~m. UL~.o.:'l r~(j '.\~.: ''-·. ' · 

llral Ginp 1s empty bravado, on ·7 April all four of the 2/5 line c•r:.;·1·!.-1;.~:,.: 

combat ns&unlted into the area. 

Th~ landing zone was preparodfor the mass o.ssualt with thrnBcJ,:·:..:. ' · .,. .. >:., 

and huge ·volumes of o.rtillery fire, e.nd high explosive rockeLs f;:'(T; c_,_;, c= ... :,i:·;:1' ::., 

The J.Z 's were all green and the 2/5 troopers· wer.e swarming into the jt'..!•'.:'.:; z:i :...: · 

· neath the canopy whi~h had for so long hidderi the enemy, his suppJ.:· ::.c.i:'.,::, i ·'·'· ~ 
his ammo dumps. The milemy, except for those bf his ccm.':'ladrn who hNl .... ::: ~-~-~ v0 ::i:. · 

the massive barrage which preceedcd t,he o:sGi.:o..:.:t, hn.d elected to break r-.d,: ;-,:n 

rather than stcying md making contact with the 2/5. Iti their haste tfwy ;);,~.: ... 

doned huge caches of weapons, runmui}itions, clothing, rations, and ccnrm;.1;:i <~:.·~--~ "":. 

equipment. As the Cavalrymen pressed on towo.rd Iilie Sc.nh the caches bu'.~'..K! i :'..c:h::.~· 

and r+c!...e.-. Itwns soon obviousth~~t the enemy's ability to hnrrass the:;: Hnr::.nes 

nt Khe So.nh was greatly reduced. 

\.Jithout taking a single hostile casunlty, tho 2/5 cn:::-ried out their phase 

of the rescue mission with such speed nnd professionalism thnt the b<:.d,r:.1ion 

wcs singled out for open prnise by the Division Commnndcr, Mnjor General Tolson• 

0 n th 15th f1pril, Company D wulkedncross the ll.lllrine perimeter at ~ho Kho Sanh 

· camp und the next day wus joined by the battalion command post. The siege was 

over~ the enemy eas gone, the Dien Bien Phu of the 1960 1s never matc:rialized. 

Instend of n curshing vectory over the i1J110ricun forces, the enemy recieve 1042 

· NVA killed, 557 individual weapons captured, and 206 crew served we&pons cnp-

tured. 



The drama of Kha So.nh wue over,. but a. h\lge and tedious cleanup op;_tat~~·n 

eined. · .. WW.lo other unitsnovea to the A $hi;t\1 Vnl.l~y, j.he 2/5 '.N&G ~ivnn U:·~ ;111.t>·· 
~ ti '• ,",' ' ' , / ' • 

sion of policing the Khe Sang; ·br.ttlefiold.. The c., P. moved t~o LZ" ~)r~r.:.;} . ·., ~·:.' . ' . . . 
~ ... 

teen milos ,south east of Kha Sonh, p.nd the companios begun :::;:: tt.cid:L!.~u:!. :;./.:t" .i1 
':!,~~·.\ :·~·~::· ·' 

and dleor missions in the local area. A. few of the enemy :-<:1t•n~li'.o:-:~; :·:"r:! ~.·n~ .• :•. 

light conto.ct nlmost daily until the first week·in.Mny. The t.:::ocp~,c~:; .. ::.· :: .. :.;> 1/:i 

continued to find enemy caches as, virtually alone in the deso1nL:L,.!r: !/~ rk .':..\1.-

nimite mo~tnins, they ferreted out the last of the NiA end th:~.:.?."' .:•:.r:r•'.:1.c:. :::1<,:1 

though they were '\ilitually. the only infantrymen in the oreo., > 1 ., ,1.·.·, 

Cnv' s image of swift, thorough , and efficient professioil:.nl sold;Le~~ing.-

On the 7th of May, the battalion.moved once age.in., nnd itr.i C·.):rimrrnd 
···.• 

, and, re~· sick.chment 'Were located at the US Marine install::.~~icn n.t l.io:'.i~; H:.'·o :.;-. 

. <.' ... · ·.· . . t·P.18?11l.IOD UJ/...)COkf2iA "~1.uAR.~ - .. 
. po.rt of: a. ·2nd.:<I;k).gnde tacik force opc1:>ii to 'the 3.rtl i·k'.r..!.!180' n:tvJ.s .. m:., th;~ :-~;:.~ 

. began operations in this area with the mission of interdicting :::ncl eve1;tw.1 .:,:c 

and entirely hnlting the NVA infiltration s-outh fror.1 tho Dl'Z only 8 r.rU_c«~ £:~·.:1J" . 
. li.fter a brief stand down in the rear nren., LTC Leary was to h1'1.rc tho cG11;r.:.::::l..);:; 

nss'Ur.le a defensive postures duning the dny and conduct extensi·:re cnbu;:.lies 
,. L· 

: ,'. ::..t riight. The terrain was flat and sandy, and the company FOB' s were si tuutcd 
·' ' . -· 

: ',! :;:.' in several spnrce tree lincswhich bordered large frobidding stretches of uninter-
. .-·. 

upted ~astelnnd. The 'considerations behind the tactics were not cnly the blis-

/ tcring .. daytime heat whi~h the enemy avoided by moving at night, but l:'cls'o the fnct 
i 

; tho.t the enemy gad potent crtillery and houvy weapons capnvili ty, c:!.Ild qOuld' fore. 
l . '!.' :. '.. ,,;.,-. ','; 

t~~.~T ·,~ 30mra guns e.nd 155mm mortors from concealed locations ·on the north'oin . .side 
11 ',;. i'\·1 ·"r' 

\\. otiifh~ DMZ·. This cnpnbili ty for placing effective ordinance on the Co.vr..l,rymen wu 
~ .. / . 6 

was greatly reduced during the hour~ of visibi~7 
· The night ambushing proved tho be u most effcct~ve tnctia~· Severnl portions 

• ' , , , II r'.t • ·' 

· <df .:v.n::NVA 'unit, 'n \transportation battalion~ ~preying rice- and munitions we.re 

completely obli ternted' by Company D~ conunnnd~~· by~ Joe Carpenter. l Corapany 

n also Had much success, contact 4 or 5 timos in one night was conunan~ 



. · -~ · 1~th·. ~o_,\ol~V~r ..• the epany qo~t· a a.~-"'n:~g bl~w tP' tljj~::.1Js~· . Fj_~~-G~-- ----- L/ ~ />1 
..,. C - _'...,' •'-''•',.I.,''.·~,.~',: 1

' ' ~'1\\\H ... , / 
I \IY,_' · · 

'.l~t~11u, Qgro~~ij. ~··~~t -RB~ Hn ~ ±8~~± ~@SYF~t-J..,·PH~o+..:that ruotl1~:~~~'.-ar0i·r~cl I 
'- ...... ,;;...,121"to·,,,,,..,; ~ev. wern s._4:~"" "'a· +g thL> +rAe '1 i~EiH~;; and. n;t 1'030 i~w:o cd1~..:.:J.1::i. \..;}_th · ! 
~.J~ f'l1dt:J. t!·t ..... y , . t': ... ~ .... i.t:~t~ ~ .t",.tj ~1·~ 1- ".t ... T1w.w •·• · · ·•~ ' I 

: _,. •. . ' · .. : ' 

n @e1t!JM~@9 F!gtg~m er- ~m~ ~~E~r-g !n. 'H~ ~r~@~~. ~~dio.tel¥ ~f.t cnr.r·i;~~.J~ 
I ,.. • ' · .. , • 

. ' . . ' .·' ., ;; ! '. '~ .. · 

~a!@ti YF M9tb~r p,!~~een ffi4 e@~ e~~ ~e r@!n!9r~@ h!~ ~1~B~nt· !n;:d.~m~~t'.+ .. g;q 
· . · :< rl· r ~' 

~v@ JlJmg, ho !@9 h!§ ~+.~~ePn P:e~e§?. th~ ~r~P.~er9M -9~~~ -~re.~t . ~~f~r~ ~~~f ~~~ · · 
§§ 9l@ff tJlg' @n@!l\Y lw.4 tr-~~§@r~e ~heµ- cf'.JYP~~··tr~P' @nq @n§{i~~g ::~M';·wqW,.g PV. 

: ., • t •t - -:·~. 

~fleY.@rt n~n ~F@fl4;r p,l:e~~~!J ~:tt±±~@f¥ en~ mer't~F f!r~~ 9p.~~ g~rrg±:!: ~mg ~~g~ 

tMFO Yt!f'- ~g~9, ~ 44 'Qay~~n '!'!3.f~' W9\IDH@~h ~~ ~ll~ e~i;! ~f ~h@ S!l~· h9¥~ 

~~r ~ @P.9BW @e±~gr.§wgr@ 19:±±~9. ~n r~~0~±ntl9n ef ~h~ r~~1P.4~r Pf' Bew~~P.~~~ 

~ G, ooa {:h! rRe~~ AA~ tY9~ ~~g+~ry wh!eh ee~m ~~~c.r~R ~.h~ ~tjww fen~ 
14 §!l@ne'@e ~ll~!!! ~, 

9ew~t:mt prg !9~@~~ ~n~p,!Fsa ~ n@w f±eq~~~ §~~r~~ ±n ~P~ B~n ef' th~ Q~~~r 
>!Jl~§§, f!OO 9mJµ~ ~H~ f~ Y@ ~~IHE±P~ a~¥~9f Q~meen~!~ p::rn~re. ~ PY~~ 1 ~Q 

1~mf §9!a!@r! wg~ *-~+~~e !P. ~e~§hfli:!HP.9 e~~1@:r. m~h~ ePP~~P~! Me! ~±PlW·Pr, . 

· !na!VE!RiH: W@t!peP.~ w~r@ eP.:ptµ,r~.9! 

.QR ~h§ 11tb e.f ~y. ~h~ P.~~~~!4eB r~~~n~s ~e ~h~~r- Bf~g~nti+. ho,m~ ±n + ~<?n>~ . ~- , .... . 

~~! tl.M iBW91l@c±J9l? §~W!:~ i!~! ~~+.B 1ffig~f 9~V eBP.tfq±: !h~ ~ns~~s~ne~ 

eir 4~f~a-t &~ Qn~g~y~J .. +~ h@:9 B~tm ~F!,±P.~ te F@ft§taH!!P.h a ffi~J 8!' ~~~ce ~n t-he 

t? §tY!!F~ !..rsfH . f'!rn4f a~¥ t9 ~98~H ~~~ ~fig F?B!Y.~ ~9 f e~tl th~!r- t:roopg 

t!! r-!es g~tns~4 !PPP)d¥.: H~ ooa e~~m fep,e;t~e ~~~ tiM p,n~v!B1t!~ r~~r ~h~ ~M 

~WI §~ ~~9f±@P9@ µg 4!ff!fHH~±~~ !B ~ffi:F!!lff f98S§~B:f'f' ~Bf'f!el~m~ f8f th~~~ 

~9§ f'CE?ffi ~~ l~e~ f@.'B~f~ ~hf~h @!th@F. e9FP§!en 9F ~8W.?!t9t~!t 1-P.~ Iaj.s,~~9~ 

~~ · g/§ w.±~ ~s ~~m~ ~h~ ~nS£!1 ~W:.§ ;f S@. ! 

¥Fem .ttff B!J:i;+. ~h~ !ma er J~f tn.~ ew~~n1 e:t!~:!::~H'Hs§~9 SW1Be Wr± trev':'. 

~ tll ~~Y~UY~ M9: W.@~P.e~Uee± §9af8H@H f8F ~~ r!e@J rulS wh~ r~e~ WH~ few.1a 

w;~ m=llf~~ ~2 I! e~m~Ff:l:± ~~8FHg~ P,9!1!~ !H tbf R~ t.f 'Rf ~ ~~: ff~ 

~. F9!n~ ii wg§ :r@g!~tP!PYt€!9 ~g th~ !OOP:l P~B~~14eH ~n J¥JNl!±t fr~q~~Il~ ll+~ 

m~~t~ ~µff¢~;cµt fortp~~f n~~~~' . ··~ 
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·~ In-i~.mrumer were large guantities of rice, sufficientto feed a large body 

of in:s.w::rectionists, that deniedthe enemy. In addition to ~.chi.evi~~g cont~·c:~. 
I 

of' the•:.l'ic~, the 2/5 moved to interdict the trnneportatj.on rou;_;~,;:; u;;;·x': 1::1:: '. •. 
1

1:-

en~my: •.. F.ach night a mmiy as twelve ambush positions were est;n.bJ.:~ci:i~x·l :·,0 «>i!~d~ 

them·j,n the act. The emeny was oleo using the hundreds of waterways in tho 
'. ··:·· 

ar.ea .to move. '.the contraband rice at night,· butt\ this operation we.a severly 
I. - . ' 

: . ~red ·by .:night . helecopter hunter-killer teruns pomposed of the hunter, a 
J ; .~ •• ' . ' ... ; ' ,. . 

. f·~y-slig~ ... low flying , carrying tropps with Dt~~li~ht scopes mounted on their 
• • c ' ' '· t 

· i _.N-16's ,"1ho marked the targets 'With tracer fo~ the id.lier, the huey cobra gun .. 

' 
ship~, A·thirdbird,a flnreship, would light up the uren on call leaving the enomy 

. .. ... 

in a posture not unlike that of the mechanical animals bobbing ncross the tar­

get in c~rnival shooting galleries. 

The enem, wns still in the aren, but because of the rIDoe denial and supply 

interdiction operations, the enemyfs·nembors were m.nll ru:.d their effictivo-

ness minimum. Contact was almost exclusively rest:dcted to exchan.~ElG of small 

.ins fire as the companies searched and cleared tho local villages and hamlets. 

The enem, made wxtensive use, however or booby traps, and incidents occured 

almost doily during the last part of May. Nevertheless' the compa...-tles were mere-

ly d~J.aied by this action, and the enemy, thriogh his use of the bo8by traps, 

had marked his position and that of his caches. 

Rice harvest season came to a. climax around the second week in July~ and 

the results of the fice denial mission. were show clearly in recoz·ds of the 

Popular Forcos ~n Hae Lang who controlled the rice. Th.a year previous the em-

emy had controlled the 1mtit-e harvest. Thie year, 450Q of the 5000 tons of 

rice harvested were accoµnted for, 

The meticulous search and clear operations along 'With the rice denial and 

supply interdiction caused the bulk of tho remaining enemy to retreat to their 

~tor~cge points hidden in the Anni.mite mountains. The largestof theee areas 

.. _.:;. Base Area 1 U., si tuatedin the rugged and dense portion of the moUV.tain SW of 

Gump Evans. Nil July 20,. the ~ movedto Base Area 114. 

- - -~- .. \___ ..... ~ 
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..,.~.-. 

]J.ght 'Weight LB.RP tutions were substitutod for tho hoo.vior canned C-rntions. 
•'::··. i/ 

Li~h,tdr, moro fle.tlblo, cmdho.ving boon givon tho cnpnbility of surviving with~ 
•/' . 
' 
t ~orapro~sing their locutiopf3, the troopers of tho 4/5 got into full swing. 

Tho searching operations continuedinto Sopt 9 and the findings grew lar­

ger. qaily. Co. A mo.do the largest single discovery of heavy woo.pons, mort.nrs, 

m'.o,.chine ·guns, recoilless fifles, anti-aircraft guns, and :rocket launc!1er~1 in 
I 

tija· history of tho 2/5. Co. B found enough runmunition to ~n1;ply nr1 INA but-

tali.on for severnl weeks; Co. C found ond destroyed the roar urea. of a reg-

p;iantal'commo.nd post, end Co. D discovered two onemy supply camps o.nd a small 

hospita.i~· 1 Lsso, the ma.in lino of wire cor;!Illunication from an NV A regiment to a 

divisi.o~'·in the A ~hau Valley was found ond destroyed. 

In.th!3 middle of Sept., LTC Maladowitz expanded the operations by gaining 

C01'trol of c.. larger area. of responsibility ond establishing n tnsk control of a 

lq-ger fl!lea-e:t.~ 'force. coIJI:land post under the control of the bntta1ion XO, M:J.j 

.E'.(:lwo.rd Valence, at LZ Carroll •. ·· Two fire support bases, one o.t LZ Maureen and the . 

• 1or a.t LZ Miguel, were also estnblished. The wenther however, begun to 

~iqJ:iten mta grip, and with cielings dropping to almost zero U.'1d bOO.V'J fa.:bs, the 

-~~:ssion in the bP..se area 114 had to be curtailed. Despite the change of ple:.ns, 

~he successes proved to be bery rouLh on the ~neo1. It would take then a long 

tlr.ie to regroup their losses. 

On the 27~h of Sept. the battalion began the return to its originnl AO as 

th~ battalion rco.r begun prcpqrations for its O\.m nove to a now LZ about follfl 

miles· mmy fr on LZ Jane. The pew LZ, Nancy, ;.ms llso north of crunp evans o.nd 

-on~: imilo from Q1:- 1.. LZ Nancy '..tiad been thus situated to avoid having n long 
/ 

c.ccess rand· \1hich 

LZ Jo.no since tho 

\Jould . bo 1. su~J~~t to 
·.·f-.;"/'.)1 .. 
f~,.-

onsot of the,~Mps. 
'·, 

flooding, a. major problem which hnd fu.ced 

Tho porimetor defense of Nancy \.to.s the 
,. 

respohsib.ili ty of the · 2/5. A base defense SOP w~s enacted, and during the.2/5 1S 
rt~., 

'<- ~ire ~.~.ay o.s Nnn9y not t;l single. mortar round fell into its periuetcr. 

·' 

' 

I 
l · 

·I 

I 
. I 

. ' 
' 
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jJ • wih"lc:. th~ old titler s, this move wns liko coming ho~o. In addition to the 

defense cormai ttmont nt· Nancy, 2/5 troopers found themselves securing old 

.aunts niclmamed North and South Bridges nnd the Alamo, the lnst being a C<.':.J~ 

pound o.djo.cent to tlie Hai !Jang District Heo.dqunrters. Additiono.lly the Bn. 

wr..s responsibie }or search and clear missions in the ~r.::ia surrounking Nancy, 

.including vhat hod nl.ihost become their second home, Churchvill3o The misr,iou was 
' . 

I 

deprivation of freedom of movement from the enemy in ardor t0 curtail Tec.ruting 

and.supply activities in tho a.ran. Felling again that the old tactics could be 

improved upon, LTC Malnsowitz and Maj. Valence devised oevernl innovations, th~ 
I 

oost audasious yet successful of these was a two corapnny night blitzrieg cor-

don followad by a first light sweep of the village by Skytroopers agumentod by a 

platoon of National Police. 

It was a dramntic sight as twenty-four helicopters m-1ept into LZ Nar:cy c...t c-100 

in the morning and plucked the first lifts of A und C compani2s off the rz~u. 

-Intelligence reports had indicated thnt the local VC moved out of tho vil1oo 

a:t'ound 0300 every morning and es the two companies touched down on their six 

sepnrnte landing zones, they hoped tha.-C their prey wore st.ill slE~oping peaceful­

ly. Withilh two minutes tho entire village was surrounded, the cordo!1 ao;,1;ilete .. 

The tucttc Yas used twice with unquestionable succG6s; 

· 7: enemy kil.led es they tried to flee through thQ cordon, 12 captured in their 

concealed bunkers in which they attempted to hide, und four tons of rice lib-

·era.tad. 

The 2/5 continued. routine operations in the LZ Nancy area, the only hecvy 

contac;:t coming when Co. A routed un NVA bntt~li¢l from their be.so en.mp in the 

foothills west of Nancy. Tho eneny had no ~111 to ~ight, though, and us a 

Cheu Hoi led Co. A into their lair, they .flea, le~ng only dolnying forces 

behind • 
. 
In the early part of Nove~er the 2/5 rec&ived n warning order to prcpGre 

for a move south. About '5. week Gnrlier the division minus ru1d the Jrd Brigade 

ho.d departed slightly mJ of S.!l:ig"'rt• 



~75~IIsrorrniu;c.,, ·--··- --- ~-----~--- -___ .-. 
, .. ~ . 

' qi;.· 1~ ." the battalion departed LZ Na.ncy, 
I ~ ' ' . 

pert by oir, .the ter.iuindor b:r .l-on, 
·•.'.' 

tor ·them now holl)0 nt Phouc Vinh, III Corps. 

Ph6uo Vinh is located 52 miles north of Saigon in tho heart of tho I.II ,. 
. ~ 

:,~Pl'P~ G'f~ t'l~t j~gle nnd rUbbor 'country. The division h~c.dquarters, t.ho ~l\ti 
1_.f •, •' f .. ;, ' , ; ' . 'I ' • , ' • 

"Bl~c\:horad Brig~e,. the '2/5. maQ.e thisthoir new home. The lo.ct elerJ.ents 6r the . . .. . . ' . 

bo.ttall~ e.rrivod a.t .. 'F'huac:linh on the 12th of Nov., o.nd immediately began their 
. . .. ,. . ... ·:.·· . ·, . ·, · . 

. . mission ~r providing e!ecurj,~y ·ear'. the .installation by conducting soo.rch and 
·<~;~&. 

1 

' ~~J. • ' :·, • ·~,' • · ~ 1 '. l··•r • 

_,$~. pa,f.t.'ola ~- "thO\~~tiguoua · c~~eide, While the canpanios cnropt the 
'·• ..•.. ·!·,.~: "' .. '·· ~· •, :~~ :. , . .1~·,,_ .1 ·. . . . ·.·::• :,,' f . ,' . . 

· · exterioZ.. ot the basei; · exhaustive otf'orts wre empl"ted to rorti!y hor perlr..etCJJ 
• •. 'I • . •I' - . . . 

• I ' ' ' '' . 

. dofe~·B~1'~; .The o~re.tional· control of the ~/~i'.~i;iployed to for~~fy her and 
~~.·· • . "',i .. ··.~· • ' .. 't ~ '1 ·'. 'jl~~;:~.!;. .~ . ; ' ·,\ .~l 

assumeq by'Dirlslon Artill~ry, anq for the r~~er;or Nov. thri companies 
.~ ~.' ' , .• I ' ' ~ I;~.::.''\ • • t• / ' 

· .-, contiI)ued their search missions with sco.ttere~ contO.ct. 
- ( ~ .. ( . . ; . . . 

Pn Dec. 1st,.LTC Mnl.neowitz received en order to move n 2 company tnsk 
•' ' ; . . . 

., 
f9rco into tho Jrd Brigade AO for a combat mission that lasted for the first ·3 

weeks of DeQ. On the afternoon of Dec. 1st, the battalion forward CP WllD oper­

.ting ne~ an.isolated Special Forces Camp in Dong Xoai. Compo.nies A and B coin-
. 'i \~, .~' 

binod in~o one force ·'and nir assaulted into the trecherous jungle whore no lJS 

forces had enteredfor over Jyears. Operations bego.n imnediatoly, and the bat-. ' \ 

tolion·CP: was located nt LZ Odessa and base defense was taken up b/ Co. E~ 

This particular region wns a s~spcoted strong hold for several NVA units, and 

Cav units that were already operating nearby reported henby resistance fron 

well equiped and highly motivated -communist soldiers. Cpt. Jim Mace of Co. ii. 
. . 

· told his men tlw.t"Gooks ore in sec.son,.. ~get em". They did • 

. For 14 de.ys the Cavalrymen foughtrc.ging battles with tho enemy who were 

outnumbere~ nnd found th~mselve~ in very hazardous situntions because the enemy 

hnd worked the t.~J:'.'r.i t,ory ·ui thout :·interforonce f<;>r yenrs. 
. . . ' 

LTC Malndowitz planned counter attacks using several sorties of B52 heavy 

-bomber~, tactical nir strikes from Air Force PhOI!ltom Jets, und Army helicopter 

·gunship~, nnd when the smoke clenred, he ordered the two companies to return to 
, ' 

th~ scene. Brief conta.ct11 lingered on, but. thQ enemy wr .. s severely hurt by the tt: · 
.: 
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~bricl pounding, and savernl bodios and parts of bodies were found in tho rub­

'blti·~ On Dec. 10, Cpt;. Wayne ~orter of B company discovered the payoff; nn 
\I ' 

incredible cache of rockets, heavy woo.pons ar:irm.mition ru1d ;;malJ. ams ~JTJmo in 

nddition to explosives, rations, cloth.i.ng, medical supplies a.."ld cevcrnl dm·,cn 

bicycles that were usodto carry goods from tho nourb; Crunbodian bordero l'"vr 
, I 

iwo days tha nen clearodthe area without R sign of the ons;;iy. 

Compa.nY C experienced conti;.ct 'With c. portion of tho rmnz..1.rd.ng ener.\Y forco, 

but it WO.S bery ObViOUS the.t they had lost the grip they once had OU t!'ld; lV:U'­

ticular bitof real oatato, and on the 19th of Dec., Co. C moved to QUan Loi 

to assist tho 2nd Bn. 7th Cnv. in thoir operutions with tho 3rd £rignde. On 

23 Dea. Co. B reph.ccd Co. B 1/5 Cc:v- nt Phouo -V1nh. 

TM ~ Bn. 5th Ca.v. r.loDGd the remainder of 1968 with nes:;ntive enemy con­

tact as they continued to secure Phouo Vinh. It had been a go:-id ym~r for them, 

nnd a very bad yoar for the ene~y they gad opposed in so many places during so 

nany vorious mission~ und operations in the Republic of Vietnrun. Tho war uas 

not over though, nnd nlthough there wns relative cnlr.l, LTC Maladovitz propha-

. sized tha.t it could be the ·lull bef oro the storm. Pcrh~tps he wns right, but 

only time will tell. 
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