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HEADQUARTERS lST CAVALRY DIVISION (AIRMOBILE) 
Office of the Commanding General 

APO San Francisco 96490 

FOREVARD 

This report summarizes the operations of the lat Cavalry Division 
(Airmobile), (short title, let Air Cav) in the period from 23 October to 
25 November 1965. These operations occurred 88 phases in which, varying 
proportions of the total division's strength was brought to bear under 
various command arrangements. But the phases make an integral whole that 
may correctly be called a campaign. Certainly these operations meet these 
criteria of a campaigns in duration, (over a month); in size of the area 
of operations (40X50KM); and in the force& i:a.volved (all elements of the 
lat Cav, and up to 5 bns of A-R-V-N, at ..,arious times plus very substantial 
additional supporting forces, A-R-V-N, U-S-A-F and US Army}.: The enemy 
forces were three regiments operating under control of a lf-V-A FIELD FR01"r 
or division, plus other V-C eombat and supporting forces. This campaign 
included some important firsts. 

For the first time, following the relief of a beseiged Special Porces 
Camp, there was an immediate, prolonged, relentless pursuit of .the ene1113". 
for the first time a large unit operated continuously over dit'fic;olt 
terrain, devoid of roads, and relying primarily on aircraft in every aspect 
of its operations, to include logistic support. For example' it was the 
first time tube artillery was employed in such terrain. The CH-47's made 
it possible both to position the artillery units and to supply them. Thie 
permitted the infantry units almost always (and the units of· the Cavall"1 
Squadron on occasion) to have tube artillery, as well as aerial rocket 
artillery, in support of their ground operations in a roadless, rugged 
regiono 

For the first time in the war an American unit gained contact with 
the enemy and maintained it over a prolonged period. This produced many 
important results, one of the most important of which was the generation 
of solid intelligence based on such tangibles as actual contact with and 
sightings of the enemy, prisoner interrogations, and captured documentso 
The reeul ting intelligence was of great tactical value to the let Air Cav; 
also it multiplied our firepower advantage and focused our maneuver. It 
permitted higher headquarters to fill many gaps in strategic intelligence, 

For the first time large American units met and defeated large M-V-A 
units fighting as battalions and regiments under divisional control. 

These operations were conducted through.c.~t fn close c~i?l&t~on.witb 
the US Air Force, through the Division Air LNO, and made extensive use of' 
Air Force capabilities in the roles of r econnaissame, logistical support, 
and fire power support which included many B-52 strikes and interdiction 
strikes as well as the more normal close support. The accuracy of our 
acquired intelligence enabled the interdiction strikes to achieve a high 
degree of success as evidenced by many secondary explosions or other 
indications that the strikes had hit "pay dirt"'. 

Extensive and suocessful use was made of psychological warfare based 
on a "grass roots" approach. Basic information (on actual enem;:r situation 
and the condition of his men) was converted into leaflets and loudspeaker 
tapes - for example, voices of actual captured N-V-A men and officers vere 
broadcast in ene111Y held areas. Many enemy dead and captured carried O\ll" 

leaflets and safe conduct passes and a gratifying number surrendered uai~ 
our passeao 



or necessity we engaged in extensive "combat11 civic action in caring 
for all the il"1!llediate wants of the many refugees who chose to abandon 
their homes in areas which had been V-C controlled (and probably would be 
again when we left) and to move to areas under government protection. We 
filled the breach by sup:pJ.yi.ng food, clothes and other essentials until 
U-S-0-M and other agencies could take over. We also evacuated these re­
fugees using our organic Etircrafto 

Throughout the campaign we worked closely and effectively with 
various A-R-V-N units and headquarters. In addition to working with the 
elements of 24th Special Zone, during the relief of PLEI ME, and with the 
Airborne Brigade, in the fourth phase, we cohtinually liaisoned with and 
used forces from the C-I-D-G Camps in our area. For example, a platoon 
from the camp at DUC CO was part of the force which staged the ambush 
on the IA DRANG on the night of 3-4 November. Our ability to work closely 
with the A-R-V-N was enhanced by establishing a division tactical C-P, 
co-located with the A-R-V-N II Corps Headquarters in PLEIKU. Besides 
simply cooperating with the A-R-V-N forces, I believe we enhanced. their 
professional capabilities in many ways such as the techniques of .. employing 
artillery support. I feel that a boost i.n their morale resulted from 
their increased abilities and that their confidence was bolstered by 
seeing our power as lt was applied to the enemy. 

If the A"·R-V~N mo:cale -was improved, I beli.eve '.<hat. N~V~h morale 
~:aa severely shaken. This is borne out by int·ormti.t1on from captives a.nd 
ra.lliers and from the fact that N-V-A ur~i ts have avoided contact with us 
1n this area on subsequent operations. 

Besides the other firsts, this campaign was the first real test, 
not only of -(;he '"First Team"', as a unit, bu't of the airmobile concept 
in combat. I believe. that both the divis:ion s.nd the cot~ept came 
through with fly.ng co'o:rs. The divisi;:m lea.1·ned mc1l:h tr.at has been 
applied since the campaign. We learned tl':.at certain cha.11ges a.--::e still 
in order to i.mprove the T~E of an airmobile d1visicm. 11/e learned lessone 
that will re;sul t ;_n improved techniqU<'.S n.nd ~ac. 't ~c5, ".b.t werall eve1';'.r 
member of the "'FJ.rs~ ·rt:am11 i.s i;roud of~::<:< ".C·cil.ms .',n•::! o.i:,:::·_:>IDt·lishments 
in the PLETKU Campaign, 

'l'hi s c amf'~:' .. gn &!1d its re ;Jul ts woul ·:l ha"J e be!en ::.mpo:r-tant at any stage 
..;;·f any \ol'a.ri but in the contex:t of the s1 tuation that existed in Vietnam 
at the ti.me of this campaign thH reeul ts are believed to be of major 
military and~ pE·:::'.'haps,. even interl'lattona::.. importance., 

/.-1 

-{~--~m~J 
Ma.,jo:r '}(~tkral, USA 
Corr.mar: ding 
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HEADQUARTERS lST AIR CAVALRY DIVISION 
APO US Forces 96490 

4 March 1966 

SUBJEX:Tt Combat Operations After Action Report 

THRU: CoJ1111anding General 
Field Forces Vietnam 
APO US Forces 96240 

TO i Commander 
United States Military Assistance Command, Vietnam 
ATTN~ J231 
APO US Forces 96243 

1. NA:ME OF OPERATION AND TYPE:, Operation LONG REACH; Search and 
Destroyo (lat Brigade& "ALL THE WAY"; 3d Brigade: "SILVER BAYONET I"i 
2d Brigade, SILVER BAYONET II"; also known as the "PLEIKU CAMPAIGN.") 

2·. DATES OF OPERATION~ 231200 October 65 to 261500 November 65. 

3. LOCATION~ PLEIKU Province, Republic of Vietnam. 

4. COMMAND HEADQUARTERS: 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile). 

5. REPORTING OFFICERi Maj. General Harry W. O. Kinnard 

6. TA~K ORGANIZATION: At the outset of the campaign the normal 
task organization of the division was as depicted below. However, 
because of the operational requirements during the ensuin~ campaign, 
frequent changes were ma.de in t9e organization for combat and will be 
pcrtra;red in detail during the development of Pa.ra~raph 11 (Execution). 

lST BRIGADE ABN 
H/H Co 1st Bde Abn) 
1/12 Cav (Abn) · 
1/8 Cav (Abn) 
2/8 Cav (Abn) 
2/19 Arty (Abn) (ll3) 

! 
A Co (Abn) 8th Eng 
( DS )., 

1st ~d Spt Elem 
Spt Cmd ( :00 ~ 
Plat 545 MP Co (DS) 

Tm 10th RRU 

lPw/Cl Tm, 
191 MI ~t... 

Tm 54 th Inf Det, 
( Grnd Survl )o 

2D BRIGADE 3D BHIGADE DIVISION CONTROL 
HfH Co 2d. Bde H/H Co 3d Bde H/H Co 1st Cav Div 
1/5 Cav 1/7 Cav 191 MI DET (-) 
2/5 Cav 2/7 Ca.v 26 Cml Det 
2/12 Cav 1/21 Arty (DS) 13th Sig Bn (-) 
1/77 Arty (DS) C Co 8th Eng 545 MP Co (-) 

( DS) o 

B Co 8th Eng 3d Fwd Spt \ Di vis ion Arty (-) 
( :00 )o Elem Spt Cmd ] 

(DS) 
2d Fwd Spt Elem, Plat 545 MP Co. (2/17 Arty) (GS) 

Spt Cmd (DS).. Co (113) 
Plat 545 MP Co Tm 10th RRU (2/20 Arty (ARA) 
(IB). (GS). 
Tm 10th RRU IPW/CI Tm, (6/14 Arty)(GS) 

IPW/CI Tm 
191 Ml Det 

Tm 54th Inf, 
Det (Grnd 
Survl ) .. 

191 MI Det. 
Tm 54th Inf, (3/18 Arty)(GS) 
Det (Grnd (E/82 Arty)(GS) 
Survl). 

(B/29th Arty) 
(Search Lite) • 
Spt Command (-) 

ATTACHED UNI TS UNDER DIV CONTROL: 
10th RRU (-) 

15th Admin Co 
(15th Med Bn)(-) 
(15th S&S Bn)(-) 
(15th Trans Bn(-) 
(27th Maint Bn(-) 54th Inf Det (-) 
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SUPPORTING lJNl'l1::.l: 
34th QM Bn~DS/GS) 
70th Engr (Const) Bn 

DIVISION CONTROL 
(17th Avn Co 
(Caribou)) 
4 78 Flying Crane 
Co 

Aviation Group 
(227 AHB) 
(228 ASHB) 
(229 AHB) 
(Gen Spt Go) 

1/9 Cav, Sqdn 
8th Eng Bn (-) 



·r. ::iu.Pl:'Ut!-'J.'.J..l'tl7 F'UR~s For the purpose of thiR rP.port, supporting 
forces will be considered in two categories; organic and non-organic. 
Within those categories will be two sub-grou~s; combat and administrative/ 
logistical. otatistics seem best suited to tell the story of supporting 
forces and so statistics, in quantity, will be used. 

a. Organic. Support will 1B considered or~anic if the uni ts 
providing the support were assigned or permanently attached to the lat 
Air Cavalry Division prior to or during the campai~. 

(1) Combat oupport. Since the .k'L~lKU Campaign was an 
airmobile operation, the organic air combat support should be considered 
first. 

(a) Division Aviation. 

l• 227th Assault Helicopter Battalion. This 
battalion was placed in direct support of the lat Brigade's operations 
at 1:'1J51 I<uS, in addition to its mission of positioning forces in pre­
paration for the operation. During the campaign the battalion airlifted 
the equivalent of 65 infantry companies. A total of 6,066 sorties were 
flown in support of the 1st Brigade. Four aircraft were hit by ground 
fire, but none were lost due to enemy action. '!'he 227th sustained two 
casualties (WIA) during the action. The battalion was relieved on 
station on,3 November by the. 229th Assault Helicopter Battalion and 
reverted to general support of the lat Air Cavalry Division at the AN 
KHE Base. 

2. 229th Assault Helicopter Batta.lion. This 
unit assumed the mission of directly su~porting the division's committed 
brigades in the PLEI ME tac tic al zone and remained in direct support 
until 26 November. During the period the ~2--9th airlifted the equivalent 
of 128 infantry companies. A total of 10,840 sorties were flown and, 
al though 14 aircraft were hit by hostile fire, and two shot down, none 
were lost permanentlyo The battalion sustained five KIA and five WIA 
in ground action during 3d Brigade operations. During the heavy fighting 
of 14-18 November, the battalion's lift ships provided the bulk of medical 
evacuation under fire. · 

l• 22~th,Aseault :iupport Helicopter Battalion. 
'11he Cli-4'P s of this battalion generally remained in general support of 
the let Air Cavalry Division throughout the campaign with priori t;r~ of 
lift goinf,' to the committed brigades. On occasion, elemenb of the 
hattalion'vould be placed in direct support of committed units. The 
battalion., provided the· airlift for the tactical displacement of all 
artillery:utilized i-n support of the PLElKU Campaign. The Chinooks: 
airlifted the equivalent of 67 artillery batteries from 24 October to 
27 ~ovemb~r or, e~ated in another way, a total of 22 artillery battalions. 
The 228thtalso was instrumental in sustaining the logistical support· of 
the campaign, with a wtal of trp852 tons airlifted forward of the;.._J-~C 
terminus. A total of 7,692 sorties were flown in support of division 
operationso Ten aircraft were hit by ground fire, but none were shot 
down, Two crew members were wounded in action during the period •. , 

!' 11th Aviation Company (General Support). 
'1'he principal combat support element of this organization is the Aerial 
Surveillance and 'Parget Acquistion (ASTA) Platoon, consisting of si~ 
lN-1 (:Mohawks), equipped either with side-looking airborne radar (SLAR); 
infra-red sensing devices; or aerial photography equi~ment. The A-S-T-A 
Platoon was utilized constantly during the ~LEIKU Campaign, flying a 
total of 23 I-R missions; 50 S-L-A-R missions B.l'ld 13 photo missions, for 
a total of 49 862 hours. 

2· Division Aviation Statistics: 

Total Tons of Cargo Airlifted 13,257.6 

Total Passengers Airlifted 88,221 
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Total Infantry Battalion Moves . :40 

Total Artillf!ry Battalion Moves 67 

TYPE ACF!' 'l'OTAL SORTll:!!> HOURS 
LOH 89013 4,909.6 

UH-lB 119522 7,32s.9 
i' 

' 
UH=lD 33,522 n,904.2 

CH-47 79026 2, 741. 7 

Cli=54 252 128.6 

CV=2B 29210 2,531.9 

OV-lB 247 271. 7 ' 

OV-lC 244 214.5 . 

TOTALS 63,204 30,031.1 

TYPE AC?11 Hl'l1 BY SHOT RECOVERED** 
ENl!:MY FIRE DOWN 

LOH 11 3* h 

UH .. lB 15 2 1 

UH-lD 21 2 2 

CH~47 10 0 0 

CV=2B 2 0 0 

*=-LOH destroyed on ground by enell\Y fire. 
**~-Indicates aircraft was later rest,ored 
to flying stA.tue, 

~ 

"~ (b) lli:tision Artillery. During the campaign every 
element of division artille17 was utilized at some time or other, with 
some artillfirymen fighting in the role of infantry to defend certain. , 
positions. The artillery not only. provided combat support for organic 
elements, but fir~d IIWDi'!rous missions in support of A-R-V-N forces,, 
both at the PLEI MK C-1-D-G Camp and for the A-R-V-N Airborne Brigad~. 

'1'he importance of the artilleTy in this campaign cannot be . .over,'!"' . 
emphasized. 'l'he ability- to place artillery fire power in massiv:e~.suppprt 
of infantry actionB by the use of airmobile techniques clearly prov;i,ded 
one of the keys to victory at PLEl MEG ti • 

In a.rl~ition 9 the division 1s aerial artillery matured and _came·.,.of' 
age during the campaign. The utilization of A-R-A to supplement and, 
in some eaees 9 to substitute for~ ~ artillery beca.ne commonplace 
during the various phases .of the campaign. As the infantry commanders 
became acquainted with the firepower potential of A-R-A in conjunc~µ,n 
with its flexibility and immediate response9 it was used with incre~sing 
frequency, 

ARTILLERY STATISTICAL BREAKDOWN 

(1) 
; ',, I 

Total artillery rounds fired in support o1' campaign: 

33~ 108 105mm Howitzer 

7 9 356 2o75 inch aerial rockets HE. 
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(2) Total missions fired in support of operations. ; 

. -~-

3,354 105mm Howitzer ' l I" ~'" •-

. ~· :··~ 

184 ARA 

(3) Total enemy casual ties (body count and estimatio.ns) 
cr@dited to Artyz ., 

.' .j'I' ,.;--~ 

KIA (BC) 562 KIA (Est) 868 WIA (Est) 995 i 

(4) Total casual-ties sustained \>y artillery units 
during campaign: 

KIA - 2 Off; 5 EM 

WIA -10 Off; 21 EM 

(5) Number of battery-sized·movea by artillery units 
during campaign: 

67 by air 

12 by ground 

(c) 8th Engineer .rlP.ttalion. Dnring the PLEIKU r·· 
CA.l'llpaign the 8th Engineer Battalion conducted continuous combat support 
of divisional tactical operations. All lettered companies in the 
bAttRlion vere committed at some point during the campaign. 

'l'hroughout the" entire operation the battalion headquartera ..mai11~· 
tained close superrision of all coDD11itted engineer .units besides .maill­
tPining engineer support in the division base camp at AN KHE. Continuous 
reconnaissance miss±trns were performed by the Commanding Officer, S-3, 
S-2 section, and the A-D-E within the tactical zone of operations.'· These 
missions consisted primarily of landing zone and airfield locations and 
ro11d and bridge' studies. \\· 

A water supply point was set up at STADl\J.M and provided the: .. ta.ctical 
uni ts with a contbmous water souree throughout the operation. '~~c 
heavy engineer equipment was provided and supported lll8l'ly cle&r.illg, .repair 
and construe tion jobs in the t adtical .z.or.c. In nearly every case,. where 
engineer uni ts were--·attached to infantry uni ts, individuals filled· 'in 
defense pe.rimatera and" were committed in an infantry role. Dw=ing .:the 
campaign9 six members of the battalion were killed in action, and· another 
13 wounded, 

(2} Combat Service Logistical and/or Administrative 
Support (Organic). 

(a) Support Command. Upon initiation of lat Air 
Cavalry operations in the PLEI ME are~ ::>upport vommand deployed the 3d 
l''orward ~upport El·ement to CAMP HOLLUWAY in the vicinity of PLEI.KU vi th 
the mission of proTidillg comb-atservice support to the brigade-'Ali."d .all 
other lst Air CaTalry units operating in that tactical zone. The 3d F-S-E 
provided continuous combat service support to divisional .elements fr.om 24 
~tober to 20 November, when it was relieved on site by the 2d F-S-E. 
That element provided 15Upport to divisional uni ts until the concl.usi.on 
of the campaign. t. typical F-S-E composition includes the F-S.-E control 
section from Headquarters, Support Command1 a company of the ·15th Medical 
BRttalion; a ne~9.Chment from the 27th Maintenance Battalion; a platoon 
from the 15th Supply and Service Battalion; a section of the graves regis­
tration platoon o~the 625th Quartermaster Company, 34th Quartermaster 
BAttalion DS/GS; and r.adi" :c.nd wire teams of the 13th Signal Battalion, 

l• During the early phases of the operation, 
no Rurface line of communication was open between PLEIKU and the let Air 
Ca.vA.lry base location at AN KHE. Movement of initial resuppl:y tonnages 
from the division base to the pT.EIKU area was accomplished with attached 

5 



o.nd organic divisional aircTaft. ' As the operation -progressed, U-S-A-F 
aircraft were phased into the A..,1 ... 0 ... c andp during thP latter stages .of 
the ccampiif','l'lp transported the majority of supply tonnages from support­
ing logistical installations into the forward support location at PlEJ;KU. 
On 9 .November Route 19 was opened from QUI ·lililH~ to PLEIKU and a gro,und 
line of communication was establishedo During the Calllpaign forward 
surport elements at PLEIKU had wholesale receipt of 79 554.5 tons of 
supplies. Unit retail distribution of 5v048.2 tons was ma.de by;· diV:-:­
isional and attached airorafto All supplies ~·-reee-ived, stored and 
issued by supply personnel of the 15th Supply and Service Battalion, 

g. .Detachments of the 27th Maintenance 
1:kttalion provided direct support maintenance to divisional and.aUa.ched 
uni ts operating in -the PLEIKU areao Maintenance operations include·d · 
evacuation of equipment for repair at the F-~-E locations, and on-site 
maintenance. On three occasions contact teams from the detachments 
re~l~ced 105mm recoil mechanisms while the tubes were in firing positions. 

l• Medical clearing stations were established 
in the 'tactical zone by elements of the 15th Medical Battalion. .. These 
clearing stations treated lw246 patients during the campaign. They:"vere 
auemented M neceS"Sary by surgical teams from the -parent unit in the 
bP.se area. A\racuation of casual ties from unit aid stati-ons and battle­
field casualty collection sites was provided by the Air Ambulance Pla.t.oon. 
Medical helicopters from this platoon flew 243 casualty evacuation ~issions 
in su;.1port of combat operations • 

.!• Direct support sections from the 15th. Txan.s­
port?tion Corps Battalion (Aircraft Maintenance and Supply) were. deploy­
ed to the PL~I.KU area to provide responsive direct support .maintenance 
for committed aviation unitso Their operations also incllll!led r~ov:ery 
of Ai!'c:ra.ft downed in battlefield siteso 

·{ - .. , 

2· During periods of the campaign, CV-:2B f,ir­
cra.ft of the attached 17th Aviation Company flew around-the-cloc.k in 
moving combat uni ts and supply tonnages into the PLEIKU area. The 
company provided continuous airborne F~M radio relay for the division 
throughout the operation. The unit also provided responsive tranaportation 
for emergency resupply l!!quirements and for evacuation of casual ties from 
the division clearing sta.tionso • · 

~· The 4 78th Aviation Company (Heavy He1idQp1;ei-) 
with its fnur Cb-54 Flying Cranes 9 provided an excellent heavy lift,··· .B)i~rt 
haul capability to·the divisiono In addition to moving critical .h~~ton­
nage supplies into the PLEl.h..U area9 and providing transportation for' unit 
rliRtributinn of supplies~ thi~ cOtllpany assisted in evacuation or' do~~4 
Rircra.ft. 

l• The scope of the act~vities of the logis­
tical support provided during this period can be s~en by the fol~o~i~g 
Rt~tistics ~ 

QUANTITIES IlELIVEREDi 

18p936 individual :z:ations issued 

69v46o gallons of AVGAS 

50,530 gallons of MOGAS 

69 330 gallons of Dlg:)EL 

l, 119 9 080 rounds of 5. 56mm ball .ammuni.tion 

l4p936 40mm grenades 

40p 280 105mm HE rOUDds 

8, 266 rounds 2 o 75 inch Aerial Rockets 
6 



OOWNED AIRCRAFT ~OYERED & EVACUATED* 

OH-13 . ' 5 

UH-lB 8 

UH~lD '5 

CH-47 -2. 

TOTAL 20 

*--Not all Ac ft downed as a result of hostile fire. 

MAINTENANCE STATISTICS 

TOTAL JOB ORDERS 23 Oct - 26 Nov 63 "' ·') 

RE::VD ~· COMPL OPEN 
,J 

AUTOMJTIVE 106 0 104 2 

ARMAMENT 69 17 60 9 

ENGINEER 47 6 39 6 

SIGNAL 178 19 164 7 

QTT.A RTERMASTF,R 2 2 1 1 

SERVICE __!! _Q _]_ ..1. 

TOTALS 410 44 375 26 

(b) Other Divisional Support Ac, ti vi ties. 

l• 13th Signal Battalion. This battalion 
provided col!l!!lunications support to all units participating in the. 
PLEIKU campaign. Most noteworthy was the overall performance of the;: .. 
CV-2 Airborne Relay (FM) which waJf utilized 24-hours-per-day on 28. 
of the 35 da..vs of the campaign. It proved invaluable when it was 
found that the infantry units were having difficulty maintaining 
communications with higher headquarters because the range and te~ain 
involved presented too .great an oostacle for the AN/PRC-25 radio.. The 
installation of a radio relay system (VHF) from Division Forward. to .. each 
brigade hPRrlqnartE!'I'S was a definite asset and afforded each brigade with 
di "'ect telephone contact with both Division Forward 'I'actical Operations 
Center and the Division Base T-0-C o Sole user circuits from Field Forces 
Vietnam T-0-G to the Forward D-T-0-C and from Direct Air Support C.enter­
Alpha to the Division Air Liaison officer at the Forward D-T-0 .. C. were 
installed. Equipment and personnel provided by the 13th Signal Battalion 
during the various phases of the campaign consisted of 29 specialized comm­
uni~etions teams staffed by 89 personnel • 

.£0 54th Infantry Detachment (Radar Sµrveµia.nce) 
provided 'three teams during the campaign. The mission of these :teams 
was to detect and l:ocate. ground moving targets using AN/TPS-33 ~.and A.N/PPS-
4 radar apparatus o The teams were located in the vicinity of each .'brigade 
headquarters and 9 at timesy with the battalions. 

i• 10th Radio Research Unit provided support 
to the division duri-ng-the campaigno Although specific aspects 0£ the 
sunport rendered and effectiveness thereof are sensitive information:,, an 
indice of the proximity of the teams to battle is the fact tha~ fiv.e teams 
sustained 2 KIA and 2 WIA during the campaign~ 
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!• 545th Military Police company prov:i4ed 
'l'-0-C security during the period, both at brigade and division forward 
locations. Uther activities included the maintaining of V-C-C en­
closures, helipad ·guards, roadblocks, guards on captured weapons and 
materiel, in addition to occupation of perimeter defense when the 
situation so demanded. 

i• 191 MI Detachment. This unit provided 
interrogation of V--C-C/V-C-5 in support of the division. It sup}ilied 
timely tactical intelligence to divisional units in additi~n-to build­
ing up order-of-battle information for future operations. 

6, Division Headauarters and Headquarters 
Company provided the personnel and equipme~t to staff the Forward 
D-'1'-0-C. Coordination with allied headquarters and maintaining 
communications with division headquarters could severly overtax brigade 
co~.manders conducting operations at extended distances from the division 
base. The let Air Cavalry Division solved the problem by using a CH-54 
"people pod" equipped for operation as an airmobile forward command post. 
In the .PL.1<.:IKU Campaign, the pod was co-located with A-R-V-N II Corps 
Headquarters at PLEIKU. Comnrunications from the committed brigade term­
inated at the pod -and from there information was relayed back to division 
base, 

Because of the scope of the operations and complexities of support 
activities, divisi-on headquarters personnel also removed much of the 
logistical load from the shoulders of the brigade commanders, thus allow­
ing them to devote full time to tactical operations. 

b, Non-Organic. 

(1) Combat Support. The primary non-organic combat support 
provided the lat Air Cavalry during the PLEIKU Campaign wa.s fire support 
rendered by the United States Air Force. A total of 741 tactical air 
sorties, at two tons- of high explosive ordnance per sortie, were flown in 
support of ground -c-ombat missions of the lat Air Cavalry. The bulk of these 
sorties CR!tle during the division's encounters with the North Yiemamese 
66th Regiment in L-Z X-RAY and ALBANY. During the first 4a-hours on 14-
15 November, U-S-A-F fighter-bombers were,'on~c-ontinuous air aler.,t,1over the 
tactic al area o 

For the first til"e int he Vietnamese conflict, U-S-A-F strategic 
bombers (B-52's based in Guam) were used to extend and increase the 
firepower of a ground combat unit' and were 9 in effect, placed in general 
support of the division's ground scheme of maneuver. 

A tot1tl of 96 B-52 sorties were flo'W!l, with the first 18 on 15 
November. The target area was only 59000 meters from friendly elemP'tl.ts. 
On 1 7 Novernber9 the target area was within a few hundred 1Ileters of a. . 
location formerly occupied by US Forces and which was vacated by ground 
~aneuver to permit the strike to be consummated. 

'l'he initial ta:rget area had been fortified with bunkers and a trench 
system which, due to the heavy canopy 9 had resisted successfully all 
previous strikes by tactical aircraft and artillery. The fifty-one 
750-ponnd general purpose bombs carried by eR.Ch B-52not only penetrated 
the canopy, but contained sufficient explosive force to destn>y the" 
bunker P.nd trench system without scoring direct hits. 

As the intelligence picture grew, the number and size of the •lborative 
ta.rgets outside the range of artillery increased significantly. Reaction 
time was reduced. Tactical commanders could plan for and utilize B-52 
airstrikP.s as a part ~f the normal p~·planned T-A-C air missions. Thus 
the vastly improved fiTepowerp beyond the range of the light artillery, 
was tied in with thempid moving ground scheme of maneuver. 
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The original plan to employ strategic bombers in support of the 
division was pPesented by the Assistant Division Commander (AIC-A) 
through Field Force Vietnam Commanding General to the J-3 of US Military 
Ass is tanc e Command~ Vie tnamo 

Another developement by the division°s 43-man Air Force Air Liaison 
Officer-Forward Air Controller team was the combined and coordinated use 
of division-assigned airborne forward air controllers in L-19 9s over the 
maneuver area and ground forward air controllers with each infantry 
battaliono 

The division U-S-A-F team found that the only way to provide the 
requisite close air support for the fast~moving situation presented by 
airmobile forces was to maintain a continuous airborne alert of U-S-A-F 
fighter-bombers. Then9 in order to insure fruitful secondary targets 
if close air support was either not needed or diverted 9 a system of primary 
interdiction target designation was deeignedo 

Again, this involved close planning and coordination between the 
A-L-0, Division G~3 Air9 Division G-2 and the Assistant Division Commander­
A. to insure not only that meaningful targets were designated, but that 
the targeting would also aid in support of the ground scheme of maneuver. 

U-S-A-F aircraft that flew in tactical support of the 1st Air Cavalry 
Division during the PLEIKU Campaign included: F-lOO's; F4C's; Al.E's; B-57's; 
F-102 1s. US Navy and Marine aircraft that flew in support of the division 
(guided by U-S-A-F Airborne controllers) included: F4B's; A4D's; Alli's. 

One of the most valuable lessons learned during the campaign from 
the standpoint of close tactical air suppo~t was the technique of marking 
unit perimeters at night in order to provide supporting aircraft with not 
only a positive identification of the forward edge of the battle area, 
but a two-point azimuth for laying napalm as well. Units utilized expended 
artillerycasings filled with sand and soaked in gasoline and fired by trip 
flares triggered manually. These 9 along with other similar expedients 
provided definite identification of front line traces-during hours of dark­
ness and allowed for close, continuous tac tic al air support of ground uni ts 
on &n around-the=clock-basis. 

(2) Logistical Support. The primary non-organic logistical 
support was provided by C-123 and C-1~0 aircraft working in the A-L-0-C 
when it was the sole means of logistical support of the division. U-S­
A-F aircraft delivered from logistical bases in Vietnam to the PLEIKU 
area a total of 6.5-million pounds of Class 19 III and V supplies, pri­
marily JP~4. In some cases~ the aircraft made wholesale deliveries to 
forward airstrips 9 thus allowing the division to substantially shorten 
its own retail delivery lines of communication. 

During the early stages of the A-L-0-C nearly all cargo was delivered 
at NEW PLEI.KU ~irstrip 9 and A-R-V-N and Navy-leased trucks were required 
to transport the supplies to the divisionus logistical base at CAMP 
HOLLO"WAYc 
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8. INTELLIGENCE: 

ae General Background. Prior to 19 October, the available 
intell~gence indicated strong enemy involvement to the east and north­
east of the div is ion 1 s base area. Because of the threat to the .. rice 
harvest in the coastal regions from TUY HOA to BONG SON, the emphasis 
on planning for tactical operations was directed to that general area. 

On 18 October the enemy situation in PLEIKU Province was as 
depicted in Inclosure 1. 

Despite recurring reports in II CORPS Tactical Zone that the PLEI 
ME C-I-D-G camp would be attacked (most of whioh were discounted) the 
enemy attack at 191900 October was mildly surprising. But 9 even with 
the building feeling of major enemy- involvement, there still was general 
concenstSthat the coastal lowlands remained the real target area or. 
VIET CONG efforts in the corps area. 

By the 21st the intelligence advisors at II CORPS headquarters had 
drawn the conclusion that the PLEI ME attack was being staged by a newly­
infil trated North Vietnamese unit, probably of regimental size, and 
that it likely was conducting a "baptism by fire" shakedown operation 
enroute to a permanent base area in South Vietnam. Strength was eval­
uated as one V-C battalion being utilized against the camp~ with two or 
three battalions available for use against a relief force 0 should one 
be committed. 

On 22 October)) however, the advisors had revised their estimates 
upwards sharply. Based on reports available to them, they believed there 
were two regiments operating in the PLEI ME area. If this strength 
estimate was correctp it was reasoned, the V-C were capable of mounting 
an attack to destroy the C-I-D-G camp while simultaneously commi ttlng 
sufficient forces to destroy a relief column. This second course ·or 
action was considered most valid since the enemy had committed no addi­
tional forces against the camp and, additionally» certain C-I-D-G forces 
that were outside the compound when the attack started were successflJl. in 
re-entering the camp without difficulty. 

The knowledge that the enemy had two regiments in the PLEI ME area 
presented the A=R~V~N II Corps Commander with a dilemma. He could neither 
afford not to relieve the camp and thus risk losing it entirely, nor did 
he have enough troop strength in PLEIKU to effect a relief. 

The probability of a regiment'al-sized ambush was fully anticipated 
and it was known that reaction forces would have to be committed in 
sufficient strength not only to be on a par with the ambushing element, 
but inflict punishment on the enemy in the process. 

In order to mount relief in the requisite s trength9 the II Corps 
Commander had to commit his Corps reserve forces and, in the process, 
strip PLEIKU of troop defensese 

Thisj in turn9 brought the let Air Cavalry Division into the picture, 
first as a guarantor of the defense of PLEIKU 9 and subsequently as the 
reinforcer of the II Corps relief forceo 

b. Developing Situation. On 27 October the lat Brigade of 
the 1st Air Cavalry Division commenced offensive operations west of 
PLEI ME to find and destroy the enemy-. By this time the identity of 
enemy units in the PLEI ME area were known as the 32d North Vietnamese 
Regimentp and the l©l=B Regimentp an arbitrary designator given to the 
unit that bad been attacking the PLEI ME camp. Later this designation 
was officially changed to the 33d RegimentG 

During the next 12 days operations by the brigade and reconnaissance­
in-force sorties by the 1st Squadron, 9th CaTalry developed many targets, 
some of which resulted in fierce combat actions. 
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Throughout this period the vast majority of the enemy personnel e~ .. 
countered were North Vietnamese Soldiers~ the bulk of whom were well 
clothed9 equipped and reasonably well fed. Most had .ample small arms 
ammunition supplieso Of those who surrendered or were captured as the 
campaign progressed the major causes of disenchantment appeared to -~::i- ilt ... 

a lack of ioodicine or medical attention, continued sickness; lack. of 
food and disillusionment with the empty promises and bleak future of 
the VIET CONG cause. 

Additionally 9 a high incidence of malaria and malnutrition was re­
ported among some N~V~A troops during the infiltration periodo 

While the msul ts of the 1st Brigade is operations in the PLEIKU 
campaign will be summarized in greater detail later 9 it must be noted 
here that on 9 November division intelligence estimates indicated that 
l 9 387 ememy personnel were lost to all causes during the 12 days of. the 
division's involvement and that the bulk of these came from the 101-B/ 
33d Regiment. The regiment was held at that time to be ineffective 9 as 
such 9 with only some 600-lpOOO personnel remaining. 

On 9 November the 1st Brigade was replaced by the 3d Brigade, but 
the division 1 s overall concept of pursuit and destruction of North"' 
Vietnamese forces remained unchanged. ., 

The presence of yet another newly-infiltrated N-V-A unit was revealed 
when a priso!ler captured during a Cavalry ambush near the Cambodian border 
identified his unit as the 8th Battalion9 66th Regiment~ which had arrived 
in South Vietnam only two days previously. 

From the 14th through the 19th of November the 3d Brigade found: 
and fought N-V-A units~--~the 66th Regiment, the remn~ta.;At~~.~34, 
the ,H-J..5...1.llt,,C.ONG Ma.ill .t;o-~.e.,J3a.~talion and an unidentified battalion~ 
size unito The total estimated strength of all enemy elements on 14 
November was 39 6310 

Againp a detailed statistical analysis of enemy losses will be pro­
vided later9 but it should be noted here that the estimate of enemy; ,strength 
made by the division on 20 November was from 1~200 to 1,900 effectives 
remaining from all unitso 

The division's ground elements apparently never were in contact with 
the 32d Regiment 9 although it artillery unit 9 firing in support of A-R-V-N 
forces 9 contributed to the losses sustained by that regimento These est­
imates reveal a red~tion in effect~ves to 450-650. 

C& Terrain and Weather Considerationsa 

(1) Weather. In general the weather favored airmobile 
operations. Sky conditions were predominantly clear to scattered with 
high ceilings and unlimited visibili tyo This applied also for nights 
when visibility was obstru.pted only by darkness. The absence of extensive 
precipitation also allowed unrestricted use of night terminal guidance 
techniques 9 although aviation~units possessed requisite field G-C-A 
facilities to overcome marginal weather conditions. Average temperatures 
were between 76 and 86 degrees and humidity was not a deterring factor. 
Moonrisep moonset and phase during the period 8~17 November favored night 
operations and security. 

( 2) Terrain. 

(a) Generalo The battlefield covered approximately 
29 500 square kilometers on generally flat-to-rolling terraino The .area 
is drained by an extensive network of small rivers and streams whos,e 
predominant direction of flow is west and southwest. Dominant terrain 
features included the CHU PONG massif in the southwest corner of the 
division°s area of operations (YA9099) and CHU GO mountain in the, so~th­
e::cn portion of the area of operations (ZA2206). 
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Soil, for the most part, consisted of red clay which provided excellent 
trafficability during dry weather. 

(b) Cover and Concealment. The density of growth 1of 
forests anct grasslands provided superb concealment for both frie_n,dly· and 
enemy forces. Cover was provided by numerous folds in the grouna·; gl;assy 

ithills that were found in profusion throughout the the ba:ttl'e' area;; ditches 
d!ld paddy walls. "· · 

(c) Observation and Fields of Fire. The dense forests 
and 1 ush fields or elephant grass made observation and fields of fire.' a 
critical factor in the zo,ne of operations. The use of aircraft observer 
platforms, however, gave friendly forces a distinct advantage ov'~r th~ 
enemy. 

(d) Obstacles. While tiere were no obstacles, per se, 
in the battle area that hampered airmobile operations (rivers arid mountains 
are not a factor in air assault techniques) the 'density of forest growth 
presented definite problems in planning of airmobile operations and thus, 
in effect, became a natural obstacle. The lack of good multi-aircraft 
lRnding zones presented the most persistent planning problem during the 
campaign. The sharply compartmentalized terrain, with ridges and valleys 
unning in a northeast-southwest direction, had a potential effect upon 

the enemy's east-to-west cross-country mobility. 

(e) Key Terrain. The CHU PONG massif unquestionably was 
the dominant key terrain feature in the battle area. Here was a strong 
point, far removed from roadSi'or;;trails, where the enemy could and did 
construct unusually strong defenses a.hd where his vulnerability to:air­
mobile attacks was materially lessened. Furthermore, this massff lies 
astride the boundary between Cambodia and Vietnam and its "back door"~ in 
Cambodia gave the enemy a valuable route over which his forces coUld cross 
the border with little chance of detectiono 

(r) Roads and Trails. With the exception of National 
Highway 14~ which generally bounded the eastern edge of the divi'sion's 
area of operations, the National Highway 19, which traversed from east 
tow est the northern sector, and the access road to the PLEI ME C-I-D-G 
camp, there were no roads int he h1"ttle area. The absence of ground lines 
of communication required total dependence on the A-L-0-C for movement of 
artillf!ry and re-supply; a definite factor in the planning of operations 
during the PLEIKU campaign. Trails, however, abounded throughout the area 
and served to guide the.movements of enemy soldiers and form:i.tions. 

d~ Civil Affairs. Both Vietnamese and Montegnards lived in the 
area of operations~ The majority of the Vietnamese had fled, however, 
leaving the area to the Montegnards and the VIE!' CONG. The Montegnards 
belonged primarily to the Djarai-Khoam Tribf'. The civilians haa''i\ot .. been 
pro-VC, but with loss of government control in the area, the V-C filled 
the power vacuum, 

The V-C not only penetrated hamlets, but set up fighting positions 
inside villages. It is anticipated that the civilians again will b~ome 
good pro-government citizens when permanent security and stability is 
restored. Man)' C-I-D-G personnel in Special Forces camps had relatives 
living in hamlets throughout the area controlled by the V-C. Because 
future government control and support of the populace were directly affected, 
great importance was attached in 1st Air Cavalry combat operations to 
minimize non=combatant injuries and to stress good civil affairs planning. 

e. Evaluation and Comments. 

(1) Morale. Although there were some indications of dis­
affection and a desire to surrender, the relativel;r. lo~ number of ca~t.ives 
in ratio to the total number of N-V-A troops engaged indicated generally 
good morale existed initially in the uni ts with which the 1st Air, ~a!.:+ry 
had contact. · 
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Another series of indices of high morale was the determination,, ,agg;rese­
iveness and discipline of the troops facing US elements. There seemed, 
however, to be a general deterioration of morale followingd:!cisive defeat 
on the groundo For example, one captive from the 8th Company, 8th 
Battalion9 66th Regiment, reported after the engagement with the 2/7 
Cavalry on 17 November that his uni:t sus.tained 30 KIA, 50 WU and, most 
import~tly, 50 deserters. Additionally 9 reports from A-R-V-1 forces 
indicates that personnel captured from the 32d Regiment in late Nov.ember 
believed the war was lost. Another blow to enemy morale was the' wfe of 
B-52 strikes in close ground support. Captured enemy soldiers reported 
that the raids struck terror in the hearts of N-V-A troops and .ther~ )fas 
general belief that each strike covered 20 square kilometers and that 
normal ent"renchments were of absoulutely no protection. 

(2) Leadership. Throughout the campaign, enemy leadership 
appeared good. There were, of course 9 adverse reports and, in one case, 
a report of an officer running away under fire. Continuation of mas~ 
attacks in the face of withering protective fires indicates either ari 
absence of flexibility or the lack of control and command facilities.-~­
probabl;y a mixture of both. However, immediate-action drills when surprised, 
and sound organization of positions indicate a high degree of profe~~ional­
ism .. 

(3) Tactics and Techniques. 
.1.: 

(a) General. The average N-V-A unit appears organized 
along the same lines as the Chinese Communist Forces; that is, light. 
infantry units armed with a preponderance of automatic weapone 9 reinforced 
by weapons companies and weapons battalions. (See organization chart of 
the North Vietnamese division, known at a FIELD .FRONT, which is believed 
to have opposed the lat Air Cavalry Division during the PLEIIru: C~a:ign, 
included as Inclosure 2). F.a.ch soldier carries from three-to-five 

1

Chinese 
"potato ma.sher" hand grenades. Most soldiers carried a light bedroll, 
consisting of a piece of waterproof plastic and hammock. Packs, which 
contained changes of clothing, addition~l first aid packets and eating 
utensils 9 generally were left in base or assembly areas before a. fight. 

. ' '... : 

(b) Camouflage. The N-V-A soldier io an expe;t ~t' 
camouflage and uses every bit of cover and concealment to perfe61;ion. 
He attached foliage to his equipment" to alter as· much as possible his 
natural silouette. Some soldiers also used camouflage face m~ks.~ .· 'I'pe 
N-V-A soldiers habitually dig in, even during brief rest or messing stops 
artd carefUlly camouflages his posi t~ons.. Noise and light discipl~ne.' are 
excellent. He also makes good use of trees as firing platforms •. ,, ,., 

(c) Offensive Tactics. Using only small arms,. l~~t. 
mortars and anti-tank weapons 9 the North Vietnamese soldier attempts Jo 
close quickly with his objective area to render defensive fire support· 
ineffective and to overwhelm and disorganize defenders. Some attac.ks 
were preceded by light mortar fire and, in some instances, rocket fire 
which was mistaken for mortar preparations. Att~cks were characterized 
either by an attempt to overwhelm by mass at eirigle d~cisive point or 
encircling maneUYers with 50-75 man groups9 or by a combination of both. 
Other favorite offensive tactics by N-V-A forces seemed to be aggress,i"fe 
small-unit encircling maneu•era, and rapid assaults by small uni ts--::-6 to 
10---against small, isolated elements. Both ploys were worked as. count.ere 
to encircling tactics employed by friendly forces. · · · 

. ' 'f' 

Contrary to US forces 1 practice. of firing mortars throughout_, ~h,e. , 
area, N-V-A mortar firing generally was conducted only in front of their 
route of attack and frequently in a creeping pattern. 

At night enemy units expertly probe defensive perimeters and go to 
great lengths to infiltrate elements. that can act as stay-behind snip_j.ng 
or killer groups. The close-in small arms fire of North Vietnamese.·' · 
regulars was characterized by unerring accuracy· and determination:)o h'i ~­
specific targets. These targets habitually we!'e radio operators and ' .! 

identifiable leaders of all ranks. ''" 
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It should be noted, however, that these tactics were predicated 
on an apparent doctrine that tactical air strikes would not be called 
in within 500 meters of the front line trace; and artillery fires not 
less than 150 meters from the foxhole positions. They discovered 
conclusively and fatally that 1st Air Cavalry units will not hesitate 
in calling both tactical air and artillery strikes within 100 meters 
of the front line trace if the situation warrants such action. This 
may precipitate a change in N-V-A offensive doctrine in fu.1mre operations 
against American units. 

(d) Defensive Tactics. In many cases defensive 
positions of small uni ts were laid out in back-to-back inverted "L 1 s" 
that provided enfilading fire in enlarged killing zones and tended to 
deceive attackers at to the exact trace of the position. The placement 
of crew-served automatic weapons indicated a sound knowledge of the use 
of grazing fire to deny utilization of avenues of approach. 

(e) Miscellaneous. N-V-A troops often tried to confuse 
US forces during battle by shouting9 "Friendly Forces" or "Friendly Troops" 
in conjunction with wearing captured US s.;teel helmets and equipment. The 
momentary confusion caused by these stratagems sometimes allowed their 
users to fire first or take evasive actions. 

(4) Logisticso Food supplies appeared adequate for most 
units except for some elements of the 33d Regiment which had been separated 
from their logistical base for several days. Some captured stragglers and 
deserters suffered from undernourishment. There were peristent reports 
that major re~supply depots existed in the area 9 particularly in the IA 
DRANG Valley. Small arms ammunition seemed plentiful. In fact, on the 
night of 14 November9 elements in contact with the l/7th Cavalry were re­
supplied with 90 rounds each. A definite shortage of ammunition in larger 
calibers existed~ particularly in mortars. Medical supplies also were a 
critical item for North Vietnamese forces. 

(5) Weapons. At least two occurrences of air bursts in 
the vicinity of aircraft were observed during the campaign. The presence 
of the 14~5mm twin~barrel anti-aircraft weapon~ which is standard in the 
North Vietnamese division°s anti-aircraft battalion, were reported on 
several o~casionss but none were captured or otherwise identified. 

< 

Captured weapons ran the gamut of infantry arms employed by N-V-A 
forces. These included the 82mm mortar, 75mm Recoiless rifle, 12.?mm 
heavy machine gun, the RP46 and RPD light machine guns 9 the 7.62mm SKS semi­
automatic carbinep and·the 7.62mm 'AK.47 assault rifleo Also captured were 
7.62mm bolt action rifles and 40mm rocket launchers, which fired both 40mm 
and 82mm projec tileso 

Nearly all weapons captured from N~V=A units were of Chinese Communist 
manufac1ru.re 9 with some coming from other Bloc countries. Weapons taken 
from local force V=C units along Highway 19 and in the old LE THANH District 
Headquarters were the assorted conglomeration of weaponry usually associated 
with local uni ts. 

(6) Intelligence Techniqueso Special Agent Reports (SPAR) 
were used for targeting U-S-A~F and artillery interdictory fires. During 
the period of 18-23 November9 there were 25 potential targets identified, 
of which 17 were engaged. Of these 13 were positively confirmed as targets 
either by observation of enemy personnel 9 structuresp retaliatory fires or 
secondary explosionso 
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9 0 MISSIONo The mission of the 1st Air Cavalry Di.vision in the 
PLEIKU-PLEI ME area was delineated in roughly two phases. Phase I, from 
2; Q:tober through 26 U::toberp placed the division elements in a defen­
sive, reinforcing and/or limited offensive role. 

Phase Il 9 from 27 U::tober until 26 November, placed the division 
in an unlimited offensive role to seek out and destroy V-C forces in an 
area of operations that~ by conventional standards, was immense. 

The missions were assigned either by the Commanding General, Field 
Forces Vietnam9 or by the Commanding General 9 United States Military 
Assistance Command9 Vietnam, through Field Forces Vietnam. The two 
primary mission statements received by this division are as follows: 

PHASE lg (Message 1097 from CG-FFV, dated 221421 ~t 65, to CG, 1st 
Air Cav) 

"SUBJEI:T& CONFIRMATION VOCG FFORCEV TO CG lST AIR CAY DIV, 22 OCT 

111. (Omitted) 

"2~ (Omitted) 

113. COMMENCING FIRST LIGHT 23 OCT 65 lST AIR CAY DEPLOYS ONE BN 

TF (MINIMUM 1 INF BN AND l ARTY BTRY) TO PLEIKU WITH MISSION TO BE PRE­

PARED TO ASSIST IN DEFENSE OF KEY US/GVN INSTALLATIONS VIC PLEIKU OR 

REINFORCE II CORPS OPERATIONS TO RELIEVE PLEI ME CIDG CAMP •11 

PHASE Ih (Message 1312 from CG~FFV f to CG 9 lST AIR CAV DIV, dtd 
310145 Oct 65) 

"SUBJECT& CONFIRMATION OF VOCG FFORCEV TU CG 9 lST AIR CAY DIV, 28 
OCT 65" 

11REF& Ao MSG 1097 FROM AVF-GC-OP 9 MD 221421Z. 
< 

Bo M3G 38215 FROM MAC J3ll 9 DTD 270629Z (NOTAL). 

"ELEMENTS OF lST AIR CAY DIV CURHENTLY DEPLOYED VICINITY PLEIKU 
I 

WILL COORDINATE WITH AND ESTABLISH AN AREA OF OPERATIONS VICINITY PLEI 

ME C 100 CAMP AND UNDERTAKE OPERATIONS TO FIND FIX AND DESTROY VC FORCES 

WHICH ENDANGER THAT GENERAL .AREAo 11 
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10 0 CONCEPT OF THE OPERATIONS& 

ao Phase Io The initial concept for this operation was to 
deploy by air to the v~ncinty of CAMP HOLLOWAY a reinforced infantry 
battalion to provide security for US uni ts and installations in the 
PLEIKU area and '~o provide a reserve/reaction force for the PLEIKU area. 

Within a matter of hours the estimate of the situation at PLEI ME 
was revised and the divisional committment expanded to a brigade task 
force, The concept then developed to provide limited offensive oper­
ations9 utilizing air assault techniques to provide artillery fire 
support for the A=R=V=N Armored Task Force moving to relieve the PLEI 
ME Camp as well as support for the camp itself9 and to provide infantry 
security for artillery positionsj while still maintaining a reserve 
reaction force of not less than one battalion for the defense of PLEIKU. 

bo Phase Ile This phase was conducted using one brigade, 
with three and four battalions, to con duet sea:ro h and des troy operations 
within sector and through coordination with U-S-S-F9 C-1-D-G and sector 
forces torevelop targets to be engaged by rapid reaction forces. A:ll 
means available were utilized to gather information. Other friendly 
forces within thea.-ea were encouraged to participate by,developing targets, 
providing blocking forces or other support within their capability. 
Battalions conducted search and destroy oper~tions by establishing 
company/platoon bases and developing the situation with squad size action. 
Each battalion maintained a reaction force laagered with aircraft when 
possibleo Deceptive measures were employed to confuse the enemy and 
constant pressure was maintained to keep him on the runo 

Commencing on l November, forces were employed in Area I and Area 
II (Reference Inclosure 3) to develop targets and block the enemy escap~ 
routes into Cambodiao Each battalion was prepared to commit one company 
within one hour with the remaining companies following at approximately 
one hour intervals to strike once a target was developedo Search and 
destroy operatAons continued into Area II when targets did not develop 
in other sectorao Continual attention was given to the security of the 
forcep to include command posts and logistics baseso 
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11. EKECUTION& Because of the complexities of the airmobile oper­
ations in the PLEIKU Campaign, and the inherent difficulties in presenting 
the scope of the action in conventional narrative· format, the fo1~ing 
method of unfolding the aG·t\i.on has been chosen. 

Ea.ch day will be handled separately, with an accompanying map to show 
the major movements of maneuver elements during that period. Flag locations 
are as of the evening of the day in question, when units coiled for the 
night. In cases where the velocity of combat in:reased, inclosures, con­
sisting of blow-ups of the specific map location, will be provided to better 
portray the key movements that influenced the action. 

Ee.ch day's summary will also include an intelligence summary, the bulk 
of it after-the-fact information that was obtained following the battles 
or the campaign. It is included because it is important to show the enemy's 
actual movements in connection with the movements of the division. 

A day-by-day tally, when possible, of enemy and friendly casualties 
also will be provided. 

The friendly casualties are those that division records now indicate 
occurred on the date in question. Individuals dying of wounds are con­
sidered to have been killed on the date their mortal wound was inflicted. 
Enemy casualties, in the case of a two or three day rolling action can be 
only approximated on a day-to-day basis. 

Additionally, a detailed task organization will be provided for each 
op er a ti onal day. 



23 OCTOBER 

le OPERATIONS SUMMARYs 

At 191900 October 1965, thr. PLEI ME C-1-D-G Camp was attack9d by 
an enemy unit of unknown strength and origin. By 22 October intelligence 
officers at A~R-V-N II Corpe Headquarters were aware of a two-regimental 
threat in the PLEI ME area. On that same day, the Commanding General, 
Field Forces Vietnam, agreed to reinforce the PLEIKU area to allow the 
II Corps Commander to commit a relief force down the provincial road to 
PLEI ME in sufficient strength to offset the regimental force intelligence 
sources felt sure was set in ambush. That night TF INGRAM, consisting 
of one infantry battalion and an artillery battery9 was ordered to airlift 
to CAMP HOLLOWAY at first light on 23 October. The task force began moving 
by air from AN KHE at 0800 and closed at CAMP HOLLOWAY at 1300. While 
the move was underway, the Commanding General, lat Air Cavalry Division, 
sensing that the divisional involvement was certain to grow once the A-R-V-N 
relief column was committed, obtained permission from F-F-V to send to 
PLEIKU the 1st Brigade, then executing Operation dCRIMMAGE in the vicinity 
of BINH KHE east of the DEO MANG pass along Highway 19. The brigade, with 
its headquarters element, the 2/8 Cav and two firing batteries of the 2/19 
Arty, extracted from the VINH TH.ANH Valley by 1500 hours and closed by air 
at CAMP HOLLOWAY by 2400 9 when it assumed operational control of TF INGRAM. 

The brigade was still charged with the mcuri ty of PLEIICU, but. had two 
additional missions: provide artillery support for Operation DAN THANG 21, 
which was the A-R-V-N relief of PLEI ME; and to provide a reserve/reaction 
force for possible committment to PLEI ME. 

The actions of that afternoon led to the two latter missions. While 
the 1st Brigade was moving to PLEIICU, the relief column began moving down 
the provincial road toward PLEI ME. The total relief force consisted of 
the 3d Armored Cavalry Squadron, the 1/42 Inf, the 21st and 22d Ranger 
Battalions 9 all total; 1,200 men, 16 tanks and 15 armored personnel carr­
iers. 

At 1400 hours the 22d Ranger Battalion was helilifted to a L-Z at 
ZA150157 from which it was to sweep east to the PHU ME-PLEI ME road, 
destroy any VIEr CONG in the 8r'ea and serve as a blocking force so that 
any enemy along the road would be caught between them and the attacking 
Armored Task Force. The official after-action report filed by the Senior 
Advisor for the 24th Tactical Zone is silent on the role played by the 22d 
Rangers in the subsequent actio~. 

The A-P-C troops and the tank company moved along the road supported 
on the left by the 1/42 Inf and on the right by two companies of the 21st 
Ranger Bn. The trains, protected by two companies of the 21st Ranger Bn, 
followed approximately two kilometers behind the main attack force. At 
1700 hours the main force halted at ZA1717 while a pre-planned airEtrike 
was conducted on a suspected V-C position at ZA172164. Following the 
strike, the main force moved forward and at 1750 hours was taken under 
heavy fire from the southeast and west of ZAl 72164. Simul tan~ously the 
trains received heavy fire from the east and west. Once the trains were 
pinned by mortar and automatic weapons fire, they were assaulted from 
the south by an estimated 2-to-3 company force. An immediate air strike 
was conducted on the attacking forces but not before considerable damage 
was inflicted on the soft skinned vehicles of the trains. 

When the V-C force was repulsed, the lead element of the A-T-F pulled 
back approximately one kilometer to the north and established a perimeter 
at ZA193195· Throughout the night both positions received harassing mortar 
and small arms fire. J-riendly materiel losses were two M8 Armored cars, two 
5-ton ammo trucks, and two gas 1Bnkers destroyed; two 5-ton trucks, ore MB 
armored car, one bulldozer, one lowboy, two 3/4-ton trucks and two 105mm 
howitzers damaged. There was no report of enemy casualties. 
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2. TASK ORGANIZATIONs 

TF INGRAM 
2/12 Cav 
B 2/17 Art;y 
Wpns Sec, 1/9 Cav 
A/8th Eng (-) 
2 Plt, 229 
Tm, 10th RRU 
Sqd, 545 MP Co 
F-A~C Tm, U-S-A-F 

FIRST BRIGADE 
HHC/lst Bde 
2/8 Cav 
2/19 Arty (-) 
D 1/9 Cav 
B 1/9 Cav 
A 2/20 Arty 
3d. F-S-E, ( S:pt 
C/227 AHB (-) 
B/228 ASim (-) 

3. INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY: 

Cmd) 

DIVISION.Ari', 
Div Command Elements 
17th AVn OtS 

~· (' .. 

.! 

Cavalry units, upon arrival at PLEI ME began immediately to 
collect and assess intelligence. II Corps intelligence advisors had 
not yet "made" any of the units in or around PLEI ME, other ·tb1Eiri to 
correctly estimate that the total ememy strength likely wa&: two' 'reS'i­
ments. It was also estimated that there could be a regime~1l_~i'·.~­
force due west of PLEIKU. Generally, the intelligence pl;ttir~{~ the 
day the lat Air Cavalry Division entered the scene is as depicted in 
Inclosure 4. . . 

4.. ACTIVITIES STATISTICS: '.f : 

None. 

,. ' 

19 



24 OCTOBm 
. r 

L '. OPERAT iONS SUMMARY s 
' ~. 

. ·. ,. 
'The 1st Brigade began completing its mission of suppf.ying 

artillery support to the Armored '!'ask Force. B 2/12 led an air assault 
on Objective FIELD GOAL (ZA238255) at 0812 hours, followed by ~.Companies 
C, D and the Battalion command group. B 2/17 Arty landed as ~oon as the 
L-Z was secure. 

Late that afternoon, the 2/12 and B 2/17 Arty moved by road and air 
to Objective FIELD GOAL SOUTH (ZA202207) where artillery fired sui)port 
for the A-T-F, then located about 9 kilometers south of FIED GOAL SOUTH. 

' p 

At 1600 hours, 2/8 Cav made an airmobile assault and seized· :~fthout 
opposition L-Z SOUTH (ZA209123) :vi th A and C companies, followed_bi'B 2/ 
19 Arty, which also beganfiTing support for the task force. '': "~ ' 

B Troop 1/9 Cav Sqdn conducted reconnaissance and screening',.trlissions 
in· the br'igade 1s zone of operations. ;;,,., .. ii r: 

. r:. 

All Cavalry units were closed into night positions by 1900 hours. 
The A-R-V-N relief column, meanwhile, had moved its main force no:tth along 
the road to the trains defensive perimeter, where casual ties"vere:'then 
evacuated. 

~· . " 
To try to get the column moving on the 24th the lat Brigade placed 

an artillery liaison party with the armored column, thus go:aranteeing US 
artillery fire support for the task force. However, the task force 
commander elected to remain in that position for the night while sending 
back to PLEIKU ·for addi'tional supplies. The artillery liasion party came 
into the task force on· one of the incoming medical evacuation choppers 
late on the afternoon of the 24th. 

:a 



20 TASK ORGANIZATION: 

lST BRIGADE 
HHC, 1st Bde 

... 2/8 Cav 
2/12 Cav 
2/19 Arty (-) 
B 2/17 Arty 
A 2/20 Arty (ARA) 
Aja Eng 

INTELLIGENCE SU.MMARYa. 

Tm, 10th RRU 
El t, 545. MP. Co 
F-A-C ':ems, Ai~ Force 
3d F-S-E 
c_ 227th AHB 
B 228th ASHB 

DIVISION 
Di "t' Ciild" Pere 
17th .. A'lll Co 

' ~1 

.. i. 
~ r • J. 

After the initial engagement 
the N-V-A 32d Regiment became known. 
heavy blow at the .armored task force, 
plete fragmentation and destruction • 

of A-R-V-N forces the presence of 
Although the enemy has struck a 
it failed in its missionaf com-

. The enemy force stiil hold;ing PLEI ME under seige had no;t .y.et. · . 
been identified, but the belief was growing that it was a newly-.infil'­
rated unit getting its "baptism by fire". 

' .. ill in all, however, the intelligence picture still was hazy .. and full 
of conjecture. 

4. ACTIVITIES STATISTICSa 

FRIENDLY LOSS.ES 

KIA 0 

WIA 0 

MIA 0 

... . ! 

ENEMY LOSSES 

No infantry contac;~ and no 
estimates on. ~.t.i}.lery­
caused casualt;ee.,r 



25 OCTOBER 

1. OPERATIONS SUMMARY: 

The Armored Task Force didn't start rolling until 1300 hours, 
and then.Ot \Ultil the artillery forward observer got in the lead vehicle 
and liM!rally walked the artillery fire down the road in front of the 
advancing column. The task force began receiving small arms fire from 
ZA17Bl32, arousing fears that the enemy again was trying to ambush the 
column. The Cavalry artillery and tactical air strikes supressed the 
fires and the ll!tlief colWIUt arrived at the PLEI ME Camp at dusk, where 
a defensive perimeter wae ~stablished. 

Meanwhile, to better support the advancing column and to provide 
close-in support the the camp itself, the brigade moved two batteries 
of 2/19 Arty, plus a control element of headquarters battery, to Ppsition 
HOMFX;OMING (ZA.217109) during the day. The.position was secured,:\>y all 
elements of the 2/8 Cav, which had moved from either the previous night's 
L-Z or from CAMP HOLLOWAY. The artillery then began delivery of· a heaTy 
volume of fire in support of both the advancing task force and the PLEI 
ME camp. 

At 1600 hours the 2/12 Cav (-) and B 2/17 Arty moved by .. air trom 
FIELD GOAL SOUTH to CAMP HOLLOWAY to assume the mission of brigade re­
action force and as security for the PLEIKU area. 

B 2/9 Cav Sqdn was returned to squadron control at 1230 ,hours and 
the squadron(-) began search o:perations in the area of the LE THANH 
District Headquarters (ZA246245J with a Special Forces C-I-D-G "Eagle 
Flight" attached. The attachment, despite the aerial connotation, 
actually was a 1-hntegnard ground reconnaissance group consisting of 
six, 5-man scout squads. The squadron also screened the flanks of the 
let Brigade's operational area. 



2. TASK ORGANIZATION& 

lST BRIGADE 
No change except1 

' Detach B 1/9 Cav at 1230 hours 

3~· INTELLIGENCE SUMMAR.Yi 

1,·: 

DIVISION: .. ·. 
1/9 Cav (-) 
Forward,D-T-0-C 
17th Avn~ Co '';." 
C-I-D-G .'IEa:g];e Flight" 

; J 

With the ambush by ·the•,N-V-A 32d Regiment less than· successful, 
a decision apparently was made 'by that unit to withdraw. The~ original 
plan called for the 32d Regiment to completely destroy the:ielief column, 
then, in concert with its sister element to the south, fall ott :the;•"PLEI ME 
camp and reduce it. (&itimated time for this 1lsk was set atfJjust .. <>ne hour). 

Now that the relief column had broken through the camp, the plan 
was spoiled and the compelling reason for the continued seige of; 1PtEI 
ME vanished. ,. , · 

At 2200 hours on 25 Cktober, the headquarters of the regiment.which 
had been attacking PLEI ME ordered a withdrawal to the west, beginning 
the next day, with a reinforced battalion designated to continue pre­
ssure on the camp to cover the withdrawalo 

:l. I' 

All that was known to friendly forces at this time, however, was 
that pressure on the camp was continuing from an enemy unit or units 
of unknown strength. , , , , 

4. ~IVITIES STATISTICS: 

FRIENDLY LOSSES 
KIA 0 

WIA 5 

MIA 0 

25 

ENEMY LOSSES."'r> 
No overt cont·ac,tr;· 
although artillery fires 
in support of the A-R-V-N 
unquestionably caused 
enemy casualties. 



2. TASK ORGANIZATION~ 

lST BRIGADE 
No Change excevt~ 
Add 1/9 Cav ( ~) 

3o .INTELLIGENCE 3UMMARYi 

DIVISION 
No Change 

' I 

. · · Intelligence officers, while nov definitely identifyi.~~ .. ~he, 
unit involved in the ambush of the Ermored task force as the N~V-A. 32d 
Regiment, still had no real positive identification of the ll:Il.~t.":i...~., and 
aro.und PLEI ME. There were several references by captives to:~~he 101 
Regiment, but there were dismissed because of non-agreement with ·cu+rent 
order of battle holdingso 

I· ·< 

The 32d meantime 9 was well underway back to its regimental b~seat 
PLEI THE (YA820070) .. By this time there were strong suspicio~s:tha.t a 
N-V-A divisional headquarters was controlling the enemy action.·. '.:fn fact, 
later determined that this headguarters was at this time movijig'"f.roin its 
battle location at PLEI BON GA lZA.057155) to PLEI LAO TC HIN (!AB0'7078) 
where it would be co-located with the 32d. 

Meanwhile, the first elements of the unit in contact at PLEI' ME 
was beginning its movement ~estward to its advance base at KRO Village 
(Enemy designation) at (ZA08?030 ):. 

4o ACTIVITIES STATISTICS2 

FRIENDLY LOSSES 
KIA 0 

WIA 4 

5. ADDENDUM3 

ENEMY LOSSES 
Still no significant 
ground contact, al­
though ~he. 2/19 Arty 
assured1y. can take 
credit for some of 
the eneri& ca~ualties 
counted_.)y' the armored 
task force. · · · 

.t·'' 

i ,, . 

October 26-27 marked the turni~~ point in the division's oper­
ation at PLEI ME. On the 26th, General William c. Westmoreland~ Comm­
anding General, US Forces, Vietnam9 visited the Brigade Forward. ~~mfuand 
post at HOMH;OMING. Even with the limited intelligence available at that 
time~ it was apparent. that the N.:.V-A effort at PLEI ME had been something 
more than a routinep "baptism of fire" operation. In the conference 
between General Westmoreland and division officers the theme was expounded 
that US Forces must now do more that merely contain the enemy; he must 
be sought out aggressively and destroyed. 

So the division's scope of operations changed from one of rein­
forcement and reaction to that of unlimited offense. It was released 
from a small zone of operations and provided a tactical area of operations 
that covered nearly 29 500 square kilometers. It was given the mission of 
searching 01Jt 9 fixing and destroying enemy forces that provided a threat 
to FLEI ME, PLBIKU and the entire central highlands. 

The 1st Brigade assumed the divisional mission. Its concept was to 
conduct an intensive search for the enemy9 looking everyvhere--- in the 
villages 9 in the jungles and along the stream beds. By wide-spread dis­
persion9 made possible by excellent communications and helicopter lift 9 

the Brigade was to sweep large areas systematically. Each battalion was 
to be deployed with supporting artillery and was to further disperse its 
companies. Vigorous and intensive patrolling from company bases was to be 
conducted. When contact was established, a rapid reaction force was to be 
assembled swiftly and lifted by helicopters to strike the enemy. Rapid air 
movement of artillery batteries , plus extensive use of tactical air strikes, 
would provide the fire support. 

Here was airmobili ty 1s acid test. The next few days would reveal 
whether three years of planning and testing would bear the fruits of 
victory~~~for a concept and a divisiono 

?.~ 



26 OCTOBER 

lo OPERATIONS SUMMARY: 

The Armored Task Force commander was given a mission ... order to 
conduct a sweep of the PLEI .ME area early on the 26th. Init'tal.fy the 
task force was to move out in two columns. The tank company and the 22d 
Rangers were on the right and the A-P-C troop, 1/42 Inf and 21 Ranger Bn, 
were on the left. Upon arrival at ZAl64055, the tanks and tfack,s were 
unable to negotiate the terrain. The two columns then turn around.and 
approached the camp from the northwest. At 1205 hours the enemi op~ned 
up with a heavy volume of mortar, small arms and recoilless weapons fire, 
which resulted in friendly casualties totalling 27 KIA and 80 W!A. Al­
though the A-R-V-N wavered during the assault, immediate support by the 
two batteries of 2/19 Artillery at HO~OMING enabled the task force to 
withstand the attack, and later move offensively against the. N-V-A; Total 
enemy casualties reported by the A-R-V-N for that day were 14·a KIA (BC) 
and 5 captured. · '. ~·· 

At 1315P while the task force was heavily engaged, the 2/8 Cav was 
alerted to move to the PLEI .ME area and support efforts of A Co, 8th 
Engineers, in repaiJ!'Ug the airstrip. The engineer recon team was unable 
to land due to the fires. 

The decision was then made by the division and brigade commanders to 
attack the hill mass just south of PLEI ME (ZA154039). An elil.arged.Area 
of Operations was obtained and the planning begun. The brigade.received 
the mission at 2145 hours and worked all through the night plaiining the 
assault. 

One of the most agonizing decisions that had to be ma.de was the 
choice of a landing zone. With enemy fire still being placed on the 
airstrip, that was ruled out. Moreover, the N-V-A force at PLE1 ME 
was well equipped with heavy anti-aircraft machine guns, and had already 
shot down seven aircraft, including two B-57 fighter-bombers. It 
finally was decided that the best landing zone that offered a degree 
of protection against anti aircraft weapons ringing the PLEI .ME ca.mp, 
and yet not too far away from the objective, was a clearing north of 
the camp. 

Meanwhile, A 2/12 Cav was attached to the 1/9 Cav Sqdn and~was'air­
lifted to ZV115915 from whence it moved by foot to ZV105905. At this 
point the unit established numerous night ambush patrols. 



27 OCTOBER 

l. OPERATIONS SUMMARY a 

The first offensive operations under the expanded .concept took 
place at 1000 hours when the 2/8 Cav air assual ted to a landing zone no1't' 
of PLEI ME o All commandel!I breathed easier when the landing was made wi 'th 
out opposition, The battalion moved south by land to assault Objective 
CHERRY (Zil55038) and secured the objective without signifi<::ant opposi t101, 

at 1310 hourso 

At 0715 B and D companies of 2/12 Cav with the battalion CP air land,,>'i 
on PUNT (ZA183123). C 2/12 landed at HO~OMING at 0800 and B 2/17 Arty 
air landed at PUNT at 0800. All uni ts had come from CAMP HOLLOWAY. 

Their movement was made possible because the 1/12 Cav had been 
attached to the lat Brigade and at 1615 hours closed at CAMP HOLLOWAY 
from AN KHE and became the brigade 0s reserve/reaction force for defense 
of PLEIKU. At 1730 hours, C 1/12 Cav moYed by air to position DRAKE (ZA 
122122) 9 cl OS ing at 1850 hours e 

At 1845 B 1/8 Cav arrived at CAMP HOLLOWAY~ 

The 1/9 Cav Sqdl'l continued i l! general screening of the .brigade area. 
It returned A 2/12 CaY to its parent unit and the company closed at HOME=. 
COMING at 1730 hourse 

The lat Brigade forw~ command post moved to HOMECOMING from CAMP 
HOLLOWAY~ closing before nightfall. 
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2o TASK ORGANIZATION: 

lST BRIGADE 
HHC 9 1st Bde 
2/8 Cav 
1/12 Cav 
2/12 Cav 
B 1/8 Cav 
2/19 Arty 
B 2/17 Arty 
A 2/20 Arty 

1/9 Cav Sqdn (-) 
Tm, 10th RRU 
Tm, 191 MI-IPW 
Tm, 54 th Inf Det 
Plt, 545 MP Co 
F-A-C Tm 
A/.8th Eng 
3d F-S-E 
227 AHB (-) 
228 ASHB (-) 

DIVISION . 
Fwd D-T-0-C 
17th Avn Co 

:By the 27th, the N-V-A regiment responsible for the seige·of 
PLEI ME was positively identifed 'al~' the lOlB or the 33d, the latter 
designation used almost exclusively thereaftero · ' · 

By the end!bf the day, the lead elements of the 33d had closed on its 
forward assembly area 9 the village KRO, while i ta rear-guard batt'ali'on, 
was just beginning to break contact at the PLEI ME C-I-D-G camp. But KRO 
was anything but a sanctuary as increasing numbers of helicopters 1flew 
overhead., 

4o ACTIVITIES STATISTICS: 

FRIENDLY LOSSES 
KIA 0 

WIA 2 

MIA 0 

31 

ENEMY LOSSES 
Still no significant 
contact, although 
patrols found small 
quantities of rice 
and some bodies. 



28 OCTOBER 

lo OPERATIONS SUMMARY& 

The brigade elements began spreading swiftly to th~ .wes,triel>f 
PLEI ME a The 1/12 Cav moved from CAMP HOLLOWAY and from Position DRAKE 
arid made airmobile assaults on positions vicinity PLEI LOUNG YA RANG (ZA 
960240) and began search and destroy operations in that area. !bvement 
began at 0805 and all elements closed in their positions by 1300 hours. 

2/12 Cav continued to secure PUNT and HO~OMING unti~ i#o hours, 
when combat elements began search and destroy operations in., ~he, yicini ty 
of PLEI KUENH XOM (ZA111142). All elements were closed by 1740 hours. 

The 2/8 secured Objective CHERRY and the PLEI ME Camp unt~l late in 
the afternoon. At 1500 hours the battalion minus moved by air to PUlfl' 
with B company going to HOMECOMING, and assumed the artillery sec~ 
missions at both locations. , _ 

The 1/9 Cav Sqdn continued agressive aerial reconnaissance and 
surveillance in the areas west and south of the PLEI ME camp. It was 
beginning to make fleeting contacts with enemy elements west of the 
camp and brought fire on targets of opportunity. The squadron's. rifle 
platoons each established night ambushes from a patrol base. 

The lat Brigade command post moved from HO~OMING to STADIUM (ZA 
202341) at 1025 houra 9 a position in which it would remain until relieved 
by the 3d Brigade on 9 November. 
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2:.. TASK ORGANIZATION 8: 

lST BRIGADE 
No Change 

3 o INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY 8 

DIVISION 
No Change 

For the 33d Regiment 9 the continued pressure from armed heli­
copt'ers near its advance base at the village KRO (ZA080030) was becoming 
more and more uncomfortable, The fear of detection had begun to split 
the units and now many individuals had sepa~ated from their organizations 
and were straggling. 

The 32d Regiment had nearly closed its base on the north bank of the 
IA DRANG 9 although the exact route it took in its withdrawal from the ambush 
site still remains a mystery. 

4. ACTIVITIE!> S'l'ATISTICSi 

FRIENDLY L0S5g)i 
KIA 0 

0 

MIA 0 

34 

ENEMY LOSSES 
KIA Unk 

WIA Unk 

vcc 0 

vcs 0 

WPNS-3 hand grenades 

EQUIP-Misc field gear 



2:9 OCTOBER 

l. OPERATION SUMMAR.Ya 

The 1/12 Cav continued its company-sized search and d.~stroy 
sweeps in its zone of action, with D company occupying a village and 
assisting in the civic action medical activities. At 1800 hours the 
2/19 Arty (-) moved from HO.M&:OMING to CHARGER CITY (ZA958245), operating 
base of the 1/12. · 

The 2/12 Cav conducted small unit sweeps around its company bases and 
al though there was no contact, there were numerous signs that the' N-V-A 
units had recently been in the area. 

The 2/8 Cav continued to secure HO~OMING and PUNT. 

The most significant actions of the day were recorded by the 1/9 
Cav Sqdn. During the night, elements of the squadron reporting fleeting 
contact at its patrol sites, and throughout the day, the reconnaissance­
by-fire techinques of the squadron were getting results. The scout sections 
spotted and fired upon isolated groups of enemy, drawing fire in some cases. 
The squadron 1s gun ships made several firing passes at a suspected strong 
point at about 1400 hours at ZA0403 and the squadron's rifle platoons 
followed up, but no contact was made on the ground between infantry elements. 
At 1800 the squadron set three ambushes on Highway 19 to prevent' movement 
from south to north. 
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2o TASK ORGANIZATION8 

lST BRIGADE 
No change 

3. INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY: 

DIVISION 
No change 

I;• 
' ' 

The withdrawal of the 33d Regiment was rapidly becoming a 
nightmareo More and more armed helicpters began striking units of .the 
regimento So close were these attacks pressing to the advance base that 
by noon of the 29th the regimental cadre decided to keep the unit.on the 
move to the. west 9 seeking sanctuary. This time it was headed for its .... 
"home" prior to the attack on PLEI ME. This was ANTA Village N-V "'.'~ design­
ation) at YA940010 9 located at the foot of the CHU PONG Massif. It was 
here during early October9 that the. 33d had conducted drills and re­
hearsals of its attack on the PLEI ME C-I=J>...G Campo . 

4. ACTIVITIES STATISTICS: 

FRIENDLY LOOSE:3 ENEMY LOSSES . 
KIA 0 KIA Unk 

WIA 2 WIA Unk 

MIA 0 vcc 0 . '· 

vcs 0 

WPNS 0 

EQUIP 0 
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30 OCTOBER 

L OPERATIONS SUMMARY: 

Giving the maneuver battalions huge chunks of real estate to 
cover (Areas SHOE, EARL and JIM) the 1st Brigade continued i"ts push to 
cover the areas west of the PLEI ME camp. 

The 2/12 Cav moved by foot and air to new company bases of oper­
ations, generally north and west of their initial posi tio~,, 'continuing 
search and destroy sweepso A 2/12 engaged briefly but sharply upon 
landing in it~ L-Z and inflicted casualties upon ~he enemy. 

A 2/8 Cav began moving by foot at 0740 hours from PUNT to Objective 
MAGGIE (ZA143073) just south of PLEI ME. The area was reported to have 
been receiving enemy fire. The company closed on the objective·without 
opposition late in the afternoon. B 2/8 Cav screened with two platoons 
south from HO~OMING. The remainder of the company stayed at HO~OMING. 
C 2/8 G.a.v and 2/8 CP group (Fwd) moved by air from PUNT to Objective DOT 
(ZA909172) 9 closing at 1600 hours. They were joined by A 2/19 Ai-ty, moving 
from CHARGER C I'l'Y. , 

In its area around CHARGER CITY9 the 1/12 Cav continued it company­
sized searching sweeps, maintaining at least one platoon as a reaction 
force. 

The 1/9 Cav Sqdn moved its command post to PLEI RING DO (ZA218345) 
just adjacent to the lat Brigade C-P 9 and provided added depth to its 
defense. From this base squadron scou"iiswarmed over the woods arid streams 
of the rolling country west of PLEI ME and ma.de numerous contacts, drawing 
heavy automatic weapons fire in most instances. Fire habi tuall;y 'was re­
turned by the scout and weapons ships, but in most instances there was no 
way of assessing accurately the results of firing passes. But it was 
obvious that the enemy was being kept stirred up and on the move. That 
night the squadron again put its rifle elements in night ambush positions 
on Highway 19. 
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2o TASK ORGANIZATIQNg 

lST BRIGADE 
No change 

3o INI'ELLIGENCE SUMMARYs. 

DIVISION 
No change 

Maintaining unit integrity was becoming increasingly diffidult 
for many elemen1B of the 33d Regiment as Cavalry helicopters seemed to 
be everywhere, firing into carefully camouflaged positions and causi~ 
individuals to either break and run or reveal positions by retuming., 
the aircraft fireso And a new element of danger had been introduce.do 
Infantry units began air assaults in widely separated points throughout 
the general area through which the 33d must passo 

At times these landings were far enough from regimental units 
so that battle could be avoided, but in other cases, the cavalrymen found 
retreating elements and sharp fire fights, always costly to the N-V-A , 
would resulto And with each such engagement, further fragmentation of 
N-V-.A units would oce:•~i· 

As the small unit actions increased, the Cavalry obtained its 
first North Vietnamese captives and more and better intelligence con­
cerning the enemy forces was becoming available to commanderso 

4~ ACTIVITIES STATISTICSg 

FRIENDLY LOSSES 
KI.A 0 

W'IA 1 

MI& 0 

40 

ENEMY LOSSES .· ,. 
KIA - 6(BC) 11 (F.st,) 

':•'•,• 

WIA - 21 (F.st) 

vcc 8 

vcs 0 

wPNS - 9x Chicom 
Assault Rifles 
18x hand grenades 

EQUIP - 150 rounds 
7o62 DlDl ammo 

3 Indiv issues 
clothing and 
equip 

1500 pounds of 
rice 



31 OOTOBFE 
.. .,.. ,.:.' 

1. OPERATIONS SUMMARY: 

The general movement westward continued for the 2/8 Cav. At 
0815 hours B company moved from HO~OMING to .Position CON (,ZA945175), 
closing at 1120 hours. A 2/8 was moved from MAGGIE to CON, --'·ancf~D company 
and Battalion CP moyed from .DOT. , , " ·, 

' ~ ' 

At CHARGER CITY the 1/12 .ct'l.v contin\led its seri~s of cQ~~-~·~zed 
ewe~~& .~with little enemy c ontaq t. ''" 

• ' .. • !··:, ... 

Itt its zone the 2/12 :Cav continued sweeping operations.: Th~ 1·9p group 
along with co~anies B and D and B 2/19 Art;y._were located .at.,:~57214. A 
company was at ZA068159 with om platoon at ZA042139. The plato,()n .. engaged 
a N-V-A force of estimated platoon size at 0710 hours and, with the assist­
ance of a cavalry squadron weapons team inflicted 2 KIA and i WU on the 
enemy before he broke contact. Before nightflt.11 the battalion P,P dis-
placed to ZA075219. . ... ' 

The 1/9 Cav Sqdli continued its first light and last light;·reconn­
aissa.nce missions on the brigade's flanks in addition to its recon-by­
fire missions throughout the zone of action. The fires by the scout and 
weapons ships brought numerous air-to-ground engagements. Prior to dark­
ness, two rifle platoons occupied ambwh sites on Highway 19 ... j~h,e other 
rifle platoon established a platoon ambush and patrol base at ZA145173• 
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2. TASK ORGANIZATIONs 

lST BRIGADE 
No Change 

3. Il'l'ELLIG~E SUMMARYt 

DIVIS IOI 
Io Change 

; I 

The constant harrassment from the air :and the sudden and ;,un­
expected landing of infantry troops at points throughout the area was 
cau8ing consternation in: the enem;Y ranks. Elements continued to' dis­
integrate and fragmertinto small parties or, in soma. cases, individual 
stragglers. Many of these, left to fend for theJ118elves, soon fell into 
the hands of Cavaley uni ts. Contributing to the problems of the 33d was 
the acute shortage of food and medicines since many uni ts could not reach 
their pre-stocked supply caches because of the sudden thrusts or the 
helicopter-borne troopers. ' 

4. ACTIVITIES STATISTICS: 

FRIENDLY LOSSES 
KIA: 1 

WIA 0 

0 

ENEMY LOSSE3 
KIA - 2(BC) 17(&t) 

WIA - 10 (F.et) 

vcc 1 

vcs 0 

wPNS - 1 A.ssaul t Rifle 

1 Carbine 

3 hand grenades 



1 NOVEMBm 

1. OPERATIONS SUMMARY~ 

The morning of l November began normally enough, butiat 0720 
1/9 Cav Sqd.n B Troop scouts spotted about a dozen N-V-A soldiers at 
ZA036021. They were taken under fire and B Troop rifles were dispatched 
to the areao Meanwhile C troop scouts had spotted another 30 enemy 
soldiers a little further to the northeast. At 0808 hours ,B troop rifles 
were on the ground and Moving to contact 9 with the scout ships acting as 
a sc:reen and guideso Closing into a stream bed at ZA042028 ·the rifle 
platoon engaged a N-V-A element 9 killing 5 and capturing 4 more. J<bving 
on9 the 30 man rifle platoon then captured an aid station, believed to be 
at least regimental in size 9 with all supplies and equipment •.. The fight 
around the hospital site continued and at 0955 another 15 enemy 'oldiers 
were killed and an additional 15 captured. This occurred 1at ap{>rOximately 
ZA045032 (See Inclosure 5 for detailed positions from 0800-1400). 

1· 

Scout ships were sent aloft ·to drop surrender leaflets .iin t:Q,er area 
to further demoralize the enemy. As the fight went on, all ~~apt'Ued. 
equipment was evacuated by helicopter9 thus denying the enemy any.chance 
of recovering vital medical supplies. Due to the size and importance of 
the target 9 it required the committment of the two remaining, ri!le_platoons 
of the squadr~no 

At about 14109 scouts 9 who had continued their screen of the ·battle 
area 9 reported a battalion-size enemy force moving from the northeast 
toward the squadron 1s positionso (Inclosure 6) 

The enemy was taken under rocket and machine gun fire from the scout 
and weapons slnps but continued to close to the si.uadron's defensive positions. 
Prom 1420 hours until 1800 hours the three platoons of the 1/9 Cav Sqdn were 
heavily engaged by the N=V=A element. Time and again assaults were repulsed 
with just the organic weapons of the three platoons, since the ~nemy had 
pressed so close so as to preclude the use of tactical air or aerial rocket 
artillery suppori:o The position was~ of course, well out range· of tube 
artilleryo 

Re~suppl:·" and evacuation took place simultaneously in a small and 
exposed landing zoneo During the )]Deration a total of seven aircraft were 
h~t by hostile fire. 

Reinforcement in the form of a platoon each from the l/l2, 2/12 and 
2/6 Cav were a tr lifted into the battle area late in the afternoon, to be 
followed by t-wo more pla.toons from A 2/12 Cav. (Inclosure 7) 

At 1700 hours B 1/8 Cav was relieved of its brigade security mission 
at STADIUM and committed to the battle. By 1830 the commanding officer 
of 2/12 Cav had control of the battle area and by 1937 hours the Cavalry 
Squadron elementso which had found and fixed the enemy for the infantry, 
were extract.ed and returned to the squadron base. 

By evening the N=V~A element had b~oken contact and withdrawn. 

In other areas, the remaining companies of 2/12 Gav continued search 
and destroy operations in their respective zones. 

2/8 Ca•w CP Group and A 2/1'9 Arty airlifted into Position CAV ALAIR 
(ZA97503)). A company was lifted from DOT to CAVALAIR to help secure the 
artillery base. B company was lifted ~o YA948125 except for the one 
platoon sen~ to the hospHal fightv C company moved to YA900172 and 
established ambush site.s tn that area, 

rhe l/l 2 Cav, meantime,! developed an interesting action in its zone 
of operation.so It moved two companies by foot during darkness to a ready 
position around the village of PLEI XOUN (YA895305) while a C-I-D-G Strike 
For·ce from DUC CO began moving northeast. At daylight the companies moved 
to blocking positions and the C=I~D=G companies entered the town and searched 
it. Leaflets provided by a Psy War team were dropped in the village empha­
sizing US and Vietnamese aims and appealing to the eneIDiY to surrender. The 
village waswell protected with man traps and punji 1takes. The battalion's 
recon platoon was committed to the fight with the 1/9 Gav at the hospital • 
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2'. TASK ORGANIZATION: 

lST BRIGADE 
No change excepts 

attach 1/8 Cav ,(-) 

2 companies C-I-D-G Strike Force 

3. INTELLIGENCE SUMMARYi 

DIVISION 
No change 

The 33d Regiment sustained a major blow with the loss of,,its. 
regimental a.id station. Many of the patients were captured 9 along,w:i.th 
many of the defenders and, more importantly9 medical supplies already 
in critic al short supply , .. 

By now the regimental headquarters had reached the base at ANTA 
village 9 but the bulk of the :regiment was still strung.- out· between .PLEI ME 
and CHU PONG. And these elements continued to draw aerial rocket and 
ma.chine gun fire throughout the withdrawal. Also the heavy bombing and 
strafing attacks by U-S~A-F aircraft were directed against regimental 
positions with increasing accuracy as the secondary target detection systems 
of the 1st Air Cavalry Division began to click. 

The precision of the strikes was so upsetting that regimental cadre 
held a conference in an attempt to discover what was allowing tl!le US forces 
to make such repeated, accurate air strikes. It was concluded. that, only 
spies within the ranks ~ould be furnishing the location and movement of 
of the regiment's elements. 

The capture of the aid station was a major find for the division and 
besides the opportunity it provided for destruction of N-V-A forces, it 
also yielded documents 9 including one particularly valuable map, that re= 
vealed enemy supply and march routes, These, in tu.-n,were converted into 
intelligence that led to further interdictory bombings by the Air Force. 

4. ACTIVITIES STATISTICS~ 

FRIENDLY LOSSES 

KIA 11 

WIA 47 

MIA 

46 

ENEMY LOSSES 

KIA - 99(BC) 183 (Est) 
WIA -208 (Est) 
vcc 44 
EQUIP = Regimental aid 
station with all supplies 
300 pounds of rice 
WPNS- 3x75mlli RR. r~fle 
lx82mm mortar w/sight 
37 Indiv weapons 
20 hand grenades 
10 bangalore torpedoes 
35x75mm rounds 
30x82mm rounds 
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2 NOVEMBER 

L OPERATIONS SUM'1ARY: 

The 2/12 Cav pulled all its companies into the hospital battle 
area and began to fan out to the northeast in search operations• Company 
A found 29 large containers of medical supplies at ZA045038 9 following a 
brisk encounter with a small enemy uni to At 1430 al.l three. r::\1ne companies 
attacked to seize OBJEX:TIVE~H in the vicinity of ZA 065055 and captured 6 
N~V=A soldierso 

The 2/8 CP and A company maintained positions at CAVALAIR while B 
company moved from NAN (ZA945125) to a position at YV9899o-: Theiplatoon 
of B company that had been committed to the hospital battle theiday before 
was extracted and returned to its parent unito 

In the 1/12 area, companies A and B continued search and destroy 
operations. At the village of PLEI XOUN9 some 500 refugees were.:evac­
uated to the LE THANH refugee campo The remainder of the battalion 
searched from bases in the vicinity of CHARGER CITY. 

A company and CP groug of 1/8 Cav began arriving at STADIUM and had 
closed by 0945 hours. B company returned to STADIUM from the hospital 
operation. C company 1/8 remained at TUY HOA in support of TF.AM:>S. 

1/9 CaT continued its first and last light recons and pr6vided the 
brigade with flank screenso The remainder of the squadron was coiled at 
its location near the brigade CP at STADIUM. It was detached from brigade 
control at 0840. The maps capturOO.the day previously that depicted trails 
and movement all headed toward the CHU PONG = IA DRANG complex made the 
division coumander and his assistants anxious to get something going close 
to the Cambodian border. The Cav Squadron was ideally suited for the task 
and this was to be its next missiono 
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2. TASK ORGANIZATION~ 

lST BRIGADE 
No change except: 

Detach 1/9 Cav (-) at 0840 hours 

3o INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY: 

DIVISION ' 

No change exceptg 

Gain Op Con 1/9· Cav (-) 

The 33d Regiment now received orders to head deeper into the 
CHU PONG sanctuary. By 0400 on the 2dj the regimental CP had arrived 
at Hill 732 (YA885106). But while the head of the column had comparitive 
safety9 the body and tail, still stretching back to near PLEI ME, was 
anythi~ but safe. 

Meanwhile, the N-V-A division headquarters (FIELD FRONT) had a 
bright spot in an otherwise gloomy picture. The last of its three 
regiments was due to arrive soon in South Vietnam and begin moving into 
assembly areas in the CHU PONG-IA DRANG areao 

4. ACTIVITIES STATISTICS: 

FRIENDLY LOSSES 
KIA 0 

W'IA 4 

MIA 0 

49 

ENEMY LOSSES 
KIA - 3(Bc) 15(.Est) 

WIA - 13 (Est) 

vcc 18 

EQUIP-Quantities of 
hospital and surgical 
equip 

WPNS~7 indiv weapons 
215 hand grenades 

AMM0-20x75mm RR rounds 
35x82mm mortar rounds 
600 12. 7mm rounds 
60 9 000 7.62mm rounds 



3 NOVEMBER 

1. OPERATIONS SUMMARYg 
-·.._ 

The biggest action of the day came late in the evening. The 
1/9 Cav Sqdn, which had once again picked up attachment of 1the. Special 
Forces C-I-:0..G "F.agle Flight"' along with A Co 1/8 Cavp mov,ed its operations 
to the DUC CO C-I-D-G camp and began a reconaissance in-force south along 
the Cambodian border to the CHU PONG-IA DR.ANG complex. ~ ~rC?AA'9; reinforced 
by the rifle platoons of A and C troops 9 and the Eagle Flignt·;·"Efstablished 
a patrol/ambush base at YA 834061 9 where a five-ship landing, z2~e was 
available. There~ ambushes were staked out at YA823071 9 835071: and 034054. 

'. . . .h.t.f ' 

It was at the latter location that blood was drawn. At 1930 hqurs this 
southernmost ambush postion sighted a large~ heavily-laden :N-,"(~.'A unit of 
estimated company strength moving along an east-weat trail., The column 
elected to take a break just 100 meters short of the ambush slte and 
loitered just outside the killing zone for a full hour-and-a-half. At 
2100 hours the N-V-A unit formed up and moved confidently and noisily along 
the trail to the west. The platoon leader allowed the firs

1

t element to 
pass through and sprung the trap on the \.'eapons platoon9 whose, men were 
carrying machine guns, mortars and recoilless rifles. At :hos holirs eight 
Claymore mines set along a 100-meter kill zone belched fire1 ~~,.~teel and 
troope::rs blazed away with M-ol6 1 s for two minutes. Simul tane'oiiSly; Claymore's 
sited both up and down the trail pumped death into .the ene.!Yi-::C.~~· There 
was no return fire. (Positions at the time of the ambush 'depi'ct~d in In­
closure 8). 

, 
The ambush patrol returned quickly to the patrol base and helped 

establish a perimeter defense. The perimeter was assaulted at. 2230 hours 
by an estima.ted two to three companies of enemy troops. The patrol base 
leader had called in his other outposts 9 but elected to leave the n'Eagle 
Flight" personnel outside the perimeter for the night rather than risk 
trying to get them in during a firefight at night when recognition might 
be difficult •. (The Eagle Flight wore different uniforms and, of course, 
spoke Vietnamese and Montegnard). At midnight the perimeter was under 
heavy seige and in grave danger of being ovel'TU11 9 but reinforcements were 
on the wayo (Inclosure 9) 

In other actions in the battle area 9 the 1/8 Cav (-) continued to 
secure the division logistic be,.se at CAMP HOLLOWAY and was alerted to 
prepare to reinforce the 1/9 Cav battle area at first light on 4 Nov. 

The rifle companies of 2/12 Cav continued search and destroy oper~ 
ations in the vicinity of OBJEJ;TIVE~H (ZA061056 ): and discovered a large 
quantity of medical· supplies which were evacuated to PLEIKU. A company 
made contact with a N-V-A platoon at 1450 hours and killed one. The 
battalion CP and D company remained at ZA073222. 

2/8 Cav was at CAVALAIR with C company closing by air at 1652 
hours. B company moved by foot to ZA032037 and A 2/8 moved to Position 
PARIS (YA025057) 9 closing at 1405 hourao 

The 1/12 Cav continued to operate in the vicinity of CHARGER CITY 
and evacuated another 250 refugees from PLEI XOUN. C company moved to 
an intermediate L~Z then moved northeast to MISSISSIPPI (ZA060155). B 
company was lifted to a L~Z at ZA076190 and then moved to TEXAS (ZA08216?). 
A company made a similar air and ground move to OKLAHOMA (ZA102169). 
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2. TASK ORGANIZATION3 

lST BRIGADE 
No change excepti 

229 AHB elements 
· replaced 227 AHB elements. 

3. INTELLIGENCE SUMMARYs 

DIVISION 
No change 

The confidence of the newly-infiltrated 66th Regiment ~as: badly 
shaken by the audacious ambush sprung by the Cavalry Squadron i.n thE'f very 
heart of the CHU PONG~IA DRANG complex. The 8th battalion had'gotteri it­
self bloodied before it had been in country for two ~s and, by losing a 
prisoner, tipped off its presence in South Vietnamo 

The 33d Regiment 9 meantime, wa~ still trying to pull its brUised 
and battered tail into the the CHU PONG sanctuary. But it became just 
another day of constant harrassment from the air and ground marked by the 
loss of still more medical supplies and ammunition. 

4. ACTIVITIES STATISTICS: 

FRIENDLY LOSSES 
KIA 4 

WIA 30 

0 

52 

ENEMY LOSSES 
KIA 73(Bc) 3i(Est) 

WIA 65 (Est) 

vcc 1 

EQUIP-Several boxes of 
medical supplies 

WPNS~lx75mm RR' rine· 
lx82mm mortar . · 1 

• . 

1 barrel for i~ ~ 5mm. 
}of} ' 

AMM0~2 9 240 rds 7.62mm 
ammo 
34 grenades 
3x82mm mortar rounds 
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4 NOVEMBER 

1. OPERATIONS SUMMARY: 
, . :.L . i ·.~i·1 

With the original force in the ambush base established by B 
Troop 1/9 Cav Sqdn insufficient to withstand the repeated assaults by 
the aroused N-V-A battalion, it became necessary to effect an immediate 
reinforcement. Shortly before midnight the rifle company standing by at 
DUC CO, A 1/8 Cav,was alerted for committment into the ambush site. Since 
the landing zone could handle only five ships at a time,; it: w~ decided 
to:minforce by platoon. The first platoon was on the ground at 0040 hours» 
followed by the remainder of the company in platoon lifts, closing by 
0245 hours. It was the first time that a perimeter under.heayy fire had 
been relieved at night by heliborne forceso It was also othe :£.imt time 
the Aerial Rocket Artillery was employed at night and in verynclose support 
(5milnetere) of friendly positions. (Inclosure 10) 

By dawn the attacks by the enemy had slackened and incoming fire had 
diminished to occasional sniping from surrounding trees. · A~ first light 
the remainder of the 1/8 Cav began moving into the L-Z and.(the :Ji/-8 Cav 
assumed control of the position. Cav Squadron elements were extracted 
on outgoing lift ships. (Inclosure 11) _, .. t Uj 

The 1/8 Cav conducted search and aeatroy screens in the vicinity 
of the L~Z until late afternoon9 and then was lifted 'back.to SmADIUM 
to secure the brigade base. B 2/19 Arty was lifted to an L~z,at ";;!A 
841091 to support the 1/8 Cav 9 and was lifted from there .to a iposHion 
vicinity of ZAl 73100. - f:, 

·,' .'.1• 

For the 2/8 Cav9 the day.-sta.Yted routinely .. en(mgh.,:i ,;sl"e~'Jbegan 
movement toward Objective AMY (ZA040048)? closing at 0950:,hours. At 0800 
C 2/8 was airlifted east to an L-Z vicinity of ZA.092092 to Becure a 
position for B/2/19 Arty and closed that a.rea at 0855 hours~ At 1130 
hours Rec on platoon was con due ting :s iea.rch and des troy opera tidMt out of 
CAVALAm when it made contact with an estimated tvo companies!.of' North 
Vietnamese in the vicinity of ZA978050. Two platoons of A company were 
committed to the fight at 1210 hours and continued pressure on the enemy. 
Artillery and tactical air was called in and 9 after taking punishing 
blovs 9 the N .. 1f ... A fol:'be broke contact~ lea.Ying 12 captives and,-1.4.rrKli on the 
battlefield4 A large number 0£ enemy dead were carried away. Two 
platoons of C compan;y were recalled to r~l~eve the A company elements, 
which closed back into CAVALAIR foii: the i1u.ght. B 2/19 Arty, meanwhile 9 

was directed from the 2/8 location and s•ent further east. 

At 0800 2/12 Cav began a sweep operation in Area POP with B and C 
companies moving by foot and with A company airlifted to an L-Z at ZA 
131030. B company ma.de contact with a sizeable force of enemy soldiers 
at ZA087066. The company9 supported by artillery fire, maneuvered to 
overcome the enemy by 1500 hours. The company uncovered a large ·lll"mS cache 
(ZA086065) and buried 7 N-V=A .aold1,er:s. 

Working in Area SNAP 9 the 1/i2 Cav remained in position until the 
afternoon. A company began a searc'h a.nd destroy operation toward Object~ 
ive ARKANSAS (ZA131158). At 1625 houra C company commenced a search and 
clear operation from ZA.060152 to ZA048137. B company began movement at 
1700 hours and closed for the night at ZA082152. Battalion CP and D 
company remained at ZA077214. 
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2o TASK ORGANIZATION3 

lST BRIGADE DIVISION 
No Change No Change Except Add: 

6/14 Arty (~) (Prov) 

3/18 Arty (-) (Prov) 

3o INTELLIGENCE Sfil1MARY& 

After failing to overrun US positions on th~ south bank of the 
IA DRANG 9 the 8th Battalion, 66th Regiment, broke off the attack and 
pulled its dead and wounded back from the site of the engagemento ·The 
apparent discovery by Cavalry forces of a new N=V-A infiltration unit 
would cause the FIELD FRONT to re-evaluate its tactical position and,. 
begin looking for ways to counteract the continued pressureo 

An immediate action was to order the 33d Regiment out of .~ts 
base at Hill 732, which it had hardly reached, and onto the eastern slopes 
of CHU PONG in the vicinity of YA922010 with its battalions (when they 
closed) to take up positions from Hill 732 9 down through ANTA V0illage 
(940010) to the north bank of the IA MEUR (980000)0 

The fragmented bits and pieces of the regiment were still ma.king 
their way in a generally westward direction 9 clinging to stream beds 9 . 

utilizing all available concealment to avoid detection by the ever-present 
Cavalry helicopters. There still was one unit reasonably intact---the 
battalion that had acted as rear guardo Starting later and moving more 
slowly than the rest, it was still east of main Cavalry positions. · 

4. ACTIVITI:E5 STATISTICSz 

FRIENDLY LQSSg) 
KIA 10 

34 

MIA 0 

55 

ENEMY LOSS:E5 
KIA ~ 39(Bc) 55(Est) 

WIA = 47 (Est). 

vcc = 21 

EQUIP - 2 night light 
devices . , 
4 recoilless rifle 
sights 
4 mortar sights 

WPNS - 15 rifles 
2x82mm mortars 
3x75mm recoilless 
rifles 
4xAR (Chicom) 
lxhght machine~ gun 
l flare pistol 

AMMJ = 1009 OOOl-.b~ 
7.62 ammo destroyed in 
place 
20 9 000 rounds 7o62 ammo 
evac 
63x82mm mortar rounds 
45x81 mortar rounds 
44x75mm RR rounds 
19 hand grenades 
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5 NOVEMBER 

1. OPERATlONS SUMMARYt 

The 1st Brigade continued to maintain pressure 011 the enemy in 
areas SNAP, CRACKLE and POP in a .maneuver designed to squeeze the N-V-A 
forces into a nutcracker. 

In the 2/8 Cav sector (CRACKLE) A company move~ by air at 1000 hours 
from GAV.ALAIR to PARIS (ZA025057) and conducted search and destroy oper­
ations in that sector. The one platoon remaining of C company jpined the 
company in a sea~ch of the 4 November battle area (YA978058). At 1415 
hours Charlie company started movement toward Position AMY (ZA042046) by 
foot, but were picked up enroute and moved by air to FALCON (ZA021031). 
B company moved north from AMY on foot to a position at ZA045068. The 
battalion CP, D company and supporting artillery closed on FALCON at 1800 
hours. 

2/12 Cav continued operations in POP, and, more particularly, in the 
vicinity of the arms cache (ZA086064) that had yielded considerable quant­
ities of arms and anmunition. There was so 11UCh materiel at this site, 
in fact, that it took until 1500 hours of 5 November, to complete the 
evacuation. The battalion coiled for the night with the companies well 
dispersed in the battalion area. 

The 1/12 Cav conducted search and destroy operations in area SNAP 
with A company moving south to ZAo62123. By 1800 hours, howeverp all 
units had halted for the night and established company bases. The CP 
was located at ZAOB2154· 

The 1/8 Cav (-) continued to secure the brigade forward CP at 
STADIUM for the entire period with one company maintaining a 30-minute 

.ert as a brigade rapid reaction force. 
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2. TASK ORGA.NIZATIOlit 

lST BRIG.illE 
No Cban8e 

3. INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY t 
...... 

. _.- .. 

DIVISION·\: ... ·:·.:. :i.·1·.1 

No Change except~-
't ', : '; .: ·,·_. •I 

~tacb_ q·-~ .. D-G Fagle. ~_igh.t 

·'. 
·The day,brought little change .to the· intelligence picture. · The 

66th Regiment continued to.close into assembly areas in the CHU PONG. 
sanctuary and the 33d.Regiment waited for, its shatteredforees.to rejoin 
the, parent unit.·:' The· 32d. Regiment and. FIELD ·FRONT,. meanwhile,. remained 
untouched ·and untroubled north of the IA. DRANG and1;adjacent _to the .. 
Cambodian frontier. 1 ~ • ; • ,. .. ~ 1 ,L .· . 

.J rl d,!,.}) :i,'\ 1.•I ~~I: I •.I !,__ -,Jt.: .. : 
4. ACTIVITIES STATISTICSs 

FRIENDLY· LOOSE) . ;< . ,.., ( ' ENEMY LOSS:ES . I 

i KIA 5 · . KIA;~ 4(BC) 18 (~·t) 
. . ~ . .. ·;. '·. ·- .. \ ' . .' .. 

Wll 3 .,;,· .. i . w»lJ. ~- .19 ,(Est) ~ 

0 . vcc - .. 3 . 

,EQUlP - None. ;.,JI 

·':. ' 
. \iPHS ~ None 

AMMO - 1 grenades 

.. 2 magazines of 7.62 .. a.mmo .• 

• •• ! •• 
I _I ·• 





b .:c.llt other p!'t!'.l'J,<HU! actiona 9 the day begam routinely enougho 
2/8 Cay :reimainred. in 5.ts ·!:JV~rnigh't p<OJaitions until 0730 whenC company 
began :mo·v·:.ng f't'o1~ FALCON 1t,ro:·ward P1'.).,1i~t:IQ:n SUE ((ZA0:2'0058'.'.. B company 
b·egan pla.t~Oli: i5earc;h and cleaI' ©pera'~itO::-as t.o the we3t of .it11 position 
(ZA04506B) 9.Jhd at 1000 hitllu.rs a pla~~<Dteih. ma.de contact w1th an estimated 
~quad of enemyo i,InclCO>:surre Jl2')o iCcnta.ct was broken by the N=i-A 
immediately and the pl.ei.tr~oin pre~sed. CtL. By 1200 hours all elements 
of the comparJlY h9.:d hl t what sppe&r<e'·d 1t.ri'l' be an entT•enched enemy company 
and becamieo hea'11· Hy engag1e1•rn. 

The flrie fight incTeased in :.ntren:si\t.y and ,gome ·elements of :B 
company wer•e pinned dowin and ·~Zllie?·lll.V fires were hindering efforts at 
1:onsoli'daticm and aerial lI'<ocke<t. 'er:~~ 1 le ry anrl tact J..<~a? air strikes 
~ere called in 1~0 'S1111pport, the B company effor't,o As the platoons continued 
to a. itadt0 the ~ncemy mad,e a d.eterm rnied effor11 to apli t two of the at.tacking 
plat1!'.tr01'J1l o '!'1his: wa~ I't>:puh~d!~ '?n11'1~ 'cibi<e N=V ~A uni tp now believed to be at 
least a batta~:.o:ni 9 b-~gaint to su:Tround B ·C'O:mpa.nyo ::'.Inrclosure 13) 

C company, ''-''h;ie:h had he«&lfll <e>nz·c:·u-.te t01 SUE, was <ordered to .counter= 
m~n. and attack 'th<e re&x or tnia N'°i'.' ~A alemento The company moved by 
foot through thie dens~ jimgliei &ppl'.''oaching a fl>tirea.m from the westo When 
it crossed the ,£JtT"•iHUn thie c<Dilllpany :a.:m·e up on th~ lefi :rear of the en-emy 
iui1ut and then t:ir1red to ltl'rork tr» the norlJ:heast in an attempt to flank i1to 
C cc0mpany then bec;a.me hea·rHy engaged a.if! it b~gs.,r.: to press the attack. 
Alr and ar\1",illery strikee w·er1e cs.l JLed fo:zc in larg:e numbers but neither 
B or C compan.,v \Wll:':'t"re ablE· !t>C J;,u.ic.1.d up 161'AH21.8)1. f:::oe power· from their own 
po1s:ttons to .rna..nf.llV<tCI' d,e~·:~snr .. _:.ty a~a:nst thr, N.S,A ±>S'Jl~t:on:se 

As darkness approach1ed.~ bo'th ~1endly and enemy fore.es began to 
d:tsengag1e) C and B c:ompan1es to prc,2pa,,;:.e positions for the night and the 
N=V=A to &glJ.p awa;ro The <Sn~my l~n f,o!"C~,~ ln contact 0 howewer9 and 
these elements continued t•o p<Dur B'' • !a·t·~: weapons fire into the Cavalry 
positi~nso l:nclo~ure H ! 

By 1900 h·ei11x:::s ( c;ompa.ny i)cnkecl "1.p w:i th B compA.ny and established 
a defenaH<e <:>Y~':,"lf:»:"'~ 1t 'JJoi:;r,:'.s acni effected eys.cuat:.on of dead and 
wiounded" "!Vo J1!a'~1C'On:~ O·f A ~:ompenr W'<iH''e lifted lltil~n FAL.CON as reinforca= 
ment, Sporad:: ,£n:.pe 1r hr>!: wa.:E< 1~·<>,;e.ve-1 lnto the- •·ught> but there was 
no f'.lrthe:t he:i:;y en~ag:f':rJ'.!,e1r1'' ,, 

Mean'11h-:.1 e, - IE .::<n' w.o·'rea .t1:··cm STADIUM by helic©pter l:o Poai tion 
RED rz.Al4B·iJi.' 1 1r. otd<er lo pTever. 1~ rurq en<e-my mov,emrent bac:k 'to the easi. 

The l/12 Ca-v rfc'mained 1-ifll Hs °'"er-r"~.ght poaiUons untll daybreak at 
wh1~h time companiea cont:.nued sea.r~h a.11d do:atrcy ,cp~rat1ons in area 
SNAio Un1 ta cl rosed foic ·~.he 11ught '''"th B ~ompany a't ZNCl•6'Sl009 A company 
at ZA098J08~ C ~·cmpa:n:'f a.t ZA0~9109 ar.d CP and!' :am~a:ny \~)at ZA074214o 

B ~T-o.cp .ir:; :av Sq,d:~, =~.;,nt,,mJ.~1 ,s,,-re~n;.ng opera.t::_o~'lB and reconnaissance 
on the eas~ a.nd we:i t n anik:& ~ f th·e , g'3..i•d. 



2o TASK ORGANIZATIO~& 

lST BRIGADE 
No Change 

3. INTELLIGENCE SUMMARYs 

DIVISION 
No Change 

There was little change in the N~N=A situation as the 33d 
Regiment still awaited closure of its rear guard battalion into the 
regimental baseo On the morning of the 6th the battalion was the only 
cohesive fighting force the enemy had east of the IA DRANG. By night= 
fall it had ceased to exist as an effective unit. 

4. ACTIVITI!S STATISTICSs 

FRIENDLY LOSSE5 
KIA 26 

WIA 53 

MIA 0 

61 

ENEMY LOSSES 
KIA = 1'1 CBC )'121 ( F.s t) 

WIA = 271 (Est) 

vcc 1 

EQUIP = 4'5 lndiv packs 
and k1•1:.'S'I 

WPNS ~ ) heavy machinie 
SUM 
3 light .machina guns 
2 automatic rifles 
23 carbines or assault 
rifles 
l. :r'ocket launcher 
AMK> = lOpOOO rounds 7.62 
ammo 
2 ru'l.'~i personnel mines 
100 hand g:r·zenadea. 
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7 NOVEMBER 

lo OPERATIONS SUMMARYs 

The lat Brigade commenced a movement designed to s~ueeze the 
enemy into a nutcrackero 2/8 moved to ar,;,d occupied Posi tion~1. (ZA028060) 
to (ZA029071)~ 2/12 Cav moved to and occuppied blocking Position B (ZA 
061067) to (ZA061058}, and the 1/12 Cav attacked toe eize Objective MAPLE 
(ZA040075). . 

~/8 Cav was in position at 1100 hours with B and C companies. Both 
uni ts remained in position until just before dark at which time: they moved 
to :Rosi ti on WING (ZA031061) where they remained for the night. · ·J,1; company 
remained on FALCON9 along with D company and the CP. 

2/12 Cav moved by helicopter to Position B9 closing at 1255 hours. 
Companies A and C occupied their positions until '1515 hours whe_n both 
units began shifting to the south to keep the blocking position on the 
east flank of the attacking battalion. . ' 

. ' 
The 1/12 Cav conducted an attack toward MAPLE at 0805 with B and C 

companies. The battalion was then directed to move through MAPLE and pass 
between '3/8 and 2/12 Cav and pursue the withdrawing enemy. Boundaries 
were adjusted accordingly. Retreating small N=V=A units were hit during 
the movement. 

At 1430 hours A 1/12 was airlifted to an L=Z at ZA028088~ and B and 
C companies continued movement south toward Position WING where they re­
mained overnight. D company and the CP did not move. 

The 1/8 Cavp meanwhilep had no action at its position and after the 
main action was completed to the west~ began moving from RED to the AN 
KHE base. The move was not completed until the following dayo 



2. TASK ORGANIZATION: 

lST BRIGADE 
No Change 

3. INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY& 

DIVISION 
No Change 

In the CHU FONG sanctuary the depleted 33d Regiment licked its 
wounds and waited for its stragglers to come ino The remainder o.f FIELD 
FRONT forces were quiet. 

In the battle area there was diminishing activityo One N-V-A soldier 
surrendered with a safe-conduct passo 

4. ACTIVITIES STATISTICSg 

FRIENDLY LOOSC> 
KU 0 

WIA 2 

MIA 0 

ENEMY LOSSES 
KIA-9(BC) 19 (F.st) 

WIA~48 (Est) 

vcc~12 

EQUIP=None 

WPNS=8 automatic rifles 
5 carbines 
1 heavy machine.· gun 
1 light machine gun 

AMM0~55 hand grenades 
4 Claymore mines 



8 NOVEMBER 

1. OPERATIONS SUMMARY& 
• tr:; ).if! 

The lat Brigade continued search and destroy operation~. in its 
sector while preparing for relief ;:,y the 3d Brigade. This. incll11ied 
movement of maneuver elements out of the battle area while still main~ 
taining presssure on the enemy. ,. 

1/12 Cav began operations with C company moving southwest from 
WING to ZA993051. A company moved by hel ieopter to an L-Z in the·· 
vicinity of ZA980053· Several small unit contacts were mad~ by both 
companies during the day. At 0700 9 B company left one platoon to secure 
WING and moved to FALCON. 1/12 units closed into FALCON where they re-
mained for the night. 

2/12 Cav commenced movement toward FALCON at 0700 hours 9 closing at 
1125 hours, where the entire battalion remained overnight. 

1/8 Cav completed its movement from RED to AN KHE. 

2/8 Cav moved from FALCON to STADIUM and assumed the mission; of 
defending' the Brigade forward CP. 

B Troop 1/9 CaY continued to screen and rec op-by-fire to tire'~ flanks 
of the brigade, with particular emphasis on the area to the west and 
south of FALCON. , • i·[ 
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2. TASK ORGANIZATION~ 

lST BRIGADE DIVISION 
No Change No Change 

3. INTELLIGENCE SUMMARYs 
< t· 

Only fragmented units and stragglers remained east or the·CHU 
PONG= IA DRANG complex as the 33d Regiment began to assess its losses. 

Friendly intelligence at this point still was not really sure that 
the entire 33d Regiment withdrew to the west. One prisoner taken at. 
PLEI ME stated positively that after the battle his unit was to. ~rt 
walk for two nights south and eaat. In addition, there was strong;,· 
suspicion that elements of the 32d Regiment may have slipped off "to· . 
the east after the ambush. By this time Field Force Vietnam had asked 
the division to consider moving its operations.east of PLEI ME if it 
appeared ethat was no further contact iminent in the,westo 

4. ACTIVITIES STATISTICS1 

FRIENDLY LOSS~ 
KIA 0 

5 

MIA. 0 

67 

ENEMY LOSSES . 
KIA-2(1£) lO(Est) 

WIA-23 (Est) 

VCC- 1 

WPNS~l light machine 
gun 
1 carbine 
2 assault rifles 
1 rocket launcher 

AMM0-2 hand grenades 



9 NOVEMBER 

lo OPERATIONS SUMMAR.Ya 

let Brigade commeooed movement of its command post from STADIUM 
to AN KHE,yieldiigcontrol of all units left in the field' to the 3d Brigade, 
which moved its forward CP to STADIUM. The ti.me of changeoter was 1100 
hours. 

Meanwhile, 2/12 Cav moved for FALCON to CAMP HOLLOWAY to prepare 
for movement to AN KHE. 

2/8 Cav remained at STADIUM during the day. 

1/12 Cav remained at FALCON, running small patrols out from the 
base during the day and securing artillery uni ts there. 

) .\ 



2. TASK ORGANIZATION8 

lST' BRIGADE JD BRI~]~ DIV l~ ION_ 
HHC 9 1st Bde HHC 51 )d Bd"? Fwd D=T·=O=C 
B Troop 9 1/9 Cav 2/8 Caw(~)(091100 229 AHB 
A Co 9 8th Eng Now) . 228 ASHB 
1st Plt» 545 MP Co l/12 Cav(091100 Now)l7..th A'm co:,~ ·~· d 
Si.g Spt Tm 9 l}th Sig 2/12 Caw\091:00 No11') 
Tmp 54th Inf Det C 1/9 Ca\IY Sqdn 
Tm9 10th RRU C 8th Eng 
IPW/CI Tm 9 191 MI 1/7 Caw 
Det 1/21 A:rt;y 

C 2/20 Arty (ARA) 

3o INTELLIGENCE SUMM.ARYs 

6/14 Arty (Prov) 
2/19 Arty(~)(o91100 Nov) 
3d Pl t9 545 MP 
Sig Spt Tm,, 13th Sig Bn 
IPW/C I Tm9 191 MI De<t 
'Tm 5) lGth RRU 
Tm9 54 th Inf De t 
3d F=S=E ~.091100 Nov) 

The 33d Regiment gathered 1n the last of i ta organic uni ts and 
began to count noseso There were many m::::.:ssingo The regimen'tal muster 
brought these casualty figuresg 

UNITS* 

lST BATTALION 
2D BATTALION 
3D BATTALION 
REGT MORTAR COMP ANY 
REGT ANTI ACFT COMPANY 
R:EGT SIGNAL COMPANY 
REGT TRANSPORT COMPANY 
REGT MEDICAL COMPANY 
R1'GT ENGINEER COMPANY 
REGT RmONNAIS::JA~E CO 

APl'ROX STRENGTH 

~ME 

500 
500 
500 
120 
150 
120 
150 

40 
60 
50 

PERCENT OR 
NUMBER OF 
CASUALTIES 
?3% KIA 
5CJ% KIA 
33% KIA 
5o% KIA 
6~ KIA 
4 KIA=l6 MIA 
5o% KIA 
Bo% KIA or MIA 
15 KIA or MIA 
9 Kil 

*Does not include Regimental 75mm Campanyo Figure were not available or 
obtainable. 

In total 9 the headcount showed 890 men of the original 2 9 200 killed" 
with more than 100 missing and still mor~ suffering from :ncapacitating 
wounds. Materiel losses were also heavy with the Regimental Anti-Air= 
craft company losing 13 of its 18 guns and the Reg~mental mortar company 
losing 5 of its 9 tubeso Six more miorta:r-8 wer·e lost by the battalions 9 

along with most of the recoilless r1flesc The ammun:.tion,, food and medical 
supply losses also had been cr4.pplingc 

At FIELD FRONT headquarters nor 1~h of the IA DRANG 1 t was a day of 
situation analysiso Incl 15 'iepi.ct:s the intelligence picture a.st H 
appeared to commanders on 9 Novo 

4o ACTIVITIES STATIS'l'ICSx 

FRIENDLY LOSSFS 
KIA 0 

WU. 4 

0 

ENEMY LOSSES 
~---~-~~~ 

KIA 0 

\¥IA 0 

vcc 2 

WPNS 0 



10 NOVEMBER 

1. OPERATIONS SUMMARY: 

The 3d Brigade continued to move fresh maneuver elements into 
the battle area, replacing old uni ts and laying out the grpun!!_.)'ork for 
a systematic search operation in the area north, east and south of PLEI 
ME. Each battalion was to have an area and conduct caref~~~~~~;i:ch and 
destroy operations in sector. 

2/8 Cav seeur91 the Brigade CP until 0800 and began mo:vem~nt .. r t.o AN 
KEE, closing by 1900. );t 

( I : ~ . -', 

1/7 Cav nioved by return flight to STADIUM ~d began moving immed-
iately into Area 'WHITE for search and destroy operations. . , .. A 

2/12 Cav remained at CAMP HOLLOWAY with one company onj one :hour 
alert. 

1/12 Cav had a small ripple of action at FALCON, wounding:two N-V •.l 
and capturing another with a safe conduct pass on his person. The battal­
ion began moving to HOMECOMING, closing with the artillery elements at 
1645 hours. 

C Troop, 1/9 Cav Sqdn screened the eastern flank of the brigade. 



2. TASK ORGANIZATION: 
: ~ f; 

, .. 

3D BRIGADE DIVISION 
No Change except: No Change 

Detach 2/8 Cav 102300 Nov 
.. 

3. INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY: 
... 

There was little or no change in the situation as the trans­
ition between brigades continued. The movement· and shift; in em}>~is 
from west to east was to further stimulate a forthcoming decision' 1from. 
the A-V-N division headquarters. 

4. ACTIVITIES STA.TISTICSa 

FRIENDLY LOSS!S 
KIA 0 

WIA 1 

MIA. 0 

73 

ENEMY LOSSES 
KIA 0 

WIA 2 

vcc 1 

WPNS 0 

EQUIP 0 

',·l. 

... ~ . 

~ ' ' -



2. TASK ORGANIZATION: 

3D BRIGADE .DIVISION. . , 

No Change except: No·Change 

Attach 2/5 Cav 

Detach 2/12 Cav 

3. INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY: 

FIELD FRONT headquarters, after evaluating the situation, had 
reached a decision. With American units seemingly withdrawing to the east 
of PLEI ME, the decision was to attempt to regain its early advantage 
with an attack. The target mce again was the PLEI ME C-I-D-G Camp. The 
division headquarters set the date for attack at 16· NoTember, and issued 
orders to its three regiments, 

·The 32d Regiment, of c~se, remained a coheaive fighti~ force, 
despi t.e the casualties austained during the emb'UfJh of the A-R-V-N: Armored 
Task Force on the road to PLEI ME. 

The 33d, as has been seen, suffered tremendous losses in its 
attack of and subs~quent withdrawal from PLEI ME, but it still was to be 
committed again. With a view toward its future couunittment, the 33d's 
cadre began reorganization of the depleted battalions into a composite 
fighting unit. 

The real cutting edge for the attack, however, was the newly 
infiltrated 66th Regiment, fr8sh from North Vietnam and spoiling for a 
fight. It would be in the Tim of ';he three regimental effort against 
PLEI ME. 

The disposition of the 66th on 11 November had its three battalions, 
the 7th, 8th and 9th, strung along the north bank of the IA DRANG (center 
of mass Vic 9104). 

The 33d Regiment still maintained its positions vicinity ANTA Village 
( YA940010), 

The 32d Regiment was still north of the IA DRANG (YA820070). 

To add punch to the.attack, FIELD FRONT also decided to commit a 
battalion of 120mm mortars and a battalion ot ~4.5mm twin-barrel anti­
aircraft guns. These two units were enroute down the infiltration trail 
and were scheduled to arrive in time for the attack, The next five days 
were to be spent in preparation for and movement to the attack. 

Thus, for the first time, a full N-V-A division would be committed 
offensively against a target in South Vietnam, 

4. ACTIVITIES STATISTICS: 

FRIENDLY LOSSES 
KIA 0 

2 

MIA 0 

76 

ENEMY LOSSES 
No significant ground 
contact 



11 NOVEMBER 

1. OPERATIONSSUMMARY: 

1/12 Cav continued search tiperations in Area GOLD with.out 
contact. Band D companies moved to STADIUM to provide brigade security. 

1/7 Cav continued to operate in Are~ WHITE using squad-size 
saturatiOn pa~)J.ing techniques. 

2/5 Cav closed STADIUM from AN KHE.and was immedia,tel,y,air­
lifted to Area RED to begin search and destroy operations. The 
battalion closed at 1500 hours. 

2/12 Cav was lifted back to AN KHE base. 

C l/9th Cav Sqdn continued screening and reconaissance missions. 

75 



12 NOVEMBER 

1. OPERATIONS SUMMARYs 

2/5 Cav conducted squad-size patrols in Area RED ::~?.c d! 3: {.;,,, : 

numerous punj i stakes on trails. Psy War teams conducted or: N1 tat .1 0Ls 
in local villages. 

1/7 Cav continued small unit search and destroy opera ti<Jil.B :i.11 """"· 

WHITE with no contact. 

1/12 Cav and 2/19 Arty (-) moved back to AN KHlil base. 

C 1/9 Ca'V Sqdn continued screens of the brigade flanks. 

2/7th Cav arrived from AN KHE and was airlifted to tiu"e<o· Land~rw 
Zones· south of PLEI ME in the vicinity of CHU OON M>untain to begin 
search and destroy operations in that area. ,;;; r ·· · 

The most significart action came almost at the day was knd«ij. At 
2323 hours, an estimated battalion sized force of either N=V-A or fu:,r1 
Fcilirce VIE!' CONG staged a violent attack on the Brigade ba.Se1~-t£1i'l'AltlUM .. 
Nearly 100 rounds of 82mm and 60m:n mortar shells were pumped' i'hto b.:r·1gd '.i.t­
position in add:i:lion to a heavy volume of small arms and automatic weapvna 
fire. The attack was concentrated against engineer positions? the a.viatiori 
refueling complex and the brigade command post. By a few minutes A.ft--::c 
midnight the attack had been beaten off and all firing ceased, Jl'.l(;r~_, tLa1i. 

100 demolition charges were recovered when the attack area was sc:reene'.1. 
Yeoman duty was performed by the aerial rocket artillery ships th&t 

were l a.a.gered at STADIUM, All seven aircraft were airborne within f Pit' 

minutes after the attack started and it was their combined fires that 
stopped the mortar attacks. 
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2e TASK ORGANIZATION: 

3D BRIGADE DIVISION 
No Change except1 No Change 

Attach 2/7 Cav 

Detach 1/12 Cav 

Detach 2/19 Arty (-) 

3. INTELLIGENCE SUMMARYa 

FIELD FRONT units continued preparations and rehearsals for 
the scheduled attack on PLEI ME. 

There was little or no activity in the area where maneuver elements 
were operating. 

4. ACTIVITIES STATISTICSa 

FRIENDLY LOSSES 
KIA 7 

23 

0 

19 

ENEMY LOSSES 
KIA-6(~) 22(Est) 

WIA-No est 

VCC- 0 

WPNS- 0 

EQUIP-100 demolition 
charges 



13 NOVEMBER 

1. OPERATIONS SUMMARY~ 
i ,t' 

The 3d Brigade continued its search and destroy missions in 
the zone east of PLEI ME 9 but set the stage for a sudden thrust'~~- tb,e 
west by pre-positioning artillery. 

!. : ~ '.': 
2/5 Cair air assaulted to L-Z FALCON (ZA021031) and establieh•d an 

artillery base with no opposition. ~" ;· 

1/7 Cav moved by air from JArea WHITE to Area MAROON and established 
compaJlY' patrol bases without opposition. B Co wa& detached and sent to 
STADIUM to assist in security of the brigade base. 

2/7 Cav continued search and destroy operations i• Area BLUE south 
of PLEI ME. 

C 1/9 Cav Sqdn continued to screen the brigade's flanks. 
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2. TASK ORGANIZATION: 

3D BRIGADE 
No Change 

3. INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY: 

DIVISION 
No Change 

FIELD PRONT forces began staging in the CHU PONG-IA DRANG area 
~n preparation for movement to PLEI ME and the projected 16 November· 
attack. Some recon parties and transpartation uni ts already had moved 
out. 

In the' ea.st, however; there· wasiminiDltl.lll contact. 
' __ ,, ~ .... ,, \ 1".l . 

.i';_~J4'1 ~" 
.. , 

4. ACTIVITIES STATIBTICS: 

FRIENDLY LOSSES ) -· _., 1 . .\ ' 

KIA 0 

WIA 

MIA 0 

82 

1 .ENEMl::LOSSES "'ll!~ 

No significant enemy ground 
contact. 



• 

.14 NCJ\TEMB:Eli 

1. OPERATIONS SUMMARY:. 

Few uni ts that have a rendezvous with destiny have, an "i~ing 
of their fate until the historical moment touches them. So it vas with 
the 1/7 Gav on the mrning of 14 November. It was to be a .rou~~ne ~per­
ation, in so far as any operation deep in enemy territory can be routine. 
B company had moved back to the battalion positions near ~PLEI_ .ME to prepare 
for the lengthy airlift into an area adjacent to the OHU PONGS. ,_1 •• 

At 1050 hours the first company, Bravo, had landed at L-Z ~-RAY (YA 
935010) and by 1210 hours, the bulk of the battalion had ·close'd.;· With 
C company securing the L-Z, B company was moved north and west :toward a 
finger extending down from the CHU PONG hill mass. At 1245 holri's the 
company became moderately engaged and by 1330 hours was being attacked by 
at least two companies of N-V-A infantry. The ~rly pla.~11~~ J 
company was cut off in the violence of the first enemy assault and remained 
an isolated island of resistance until it was retreived the following day • 

.. 
Simultaneously with the engagement of B company, a few ro:und;s of mortar 

fire began to fall on the L-Z and on B company. Rocket fire ale.a was 
experiencal in several sectors.. A company was moved up to the ,le.ft .flank of 
B company and immediately became engaged with a company-sized N-V~A force 
that was driving toward Bravo's left rear. Fire was then coming into the 
landing zone itself, and aircraft bringing in the balance of the battalion 
had to be waved off. Thus far, all the action had occurred to the wes\: 
and northwest of the L-Z in heavy jungle and tall grass. ( Ina:\,o,sure 16) 

:-'.:,;J, 
Then C company, which had moved off the L-Z to the ea:a-t .was at.tacked 

by a two-company force of enemy. Elements from D company were moV·ed to 
reinforce and, combined with the tactical air, aerial and tube artillery 
support called to within a 100 meters of friendly positions,. the attack 
was beaten off and the -..\era portion of the L-Z then became secure and 
relatively free of fire. 

In learning of the intensity of the fight, the brigade commander 
alerted B co, 2/7 Cav, which originally had been slated for bri~de 
security duty at STADIUM, to move directly to LRAY. 

The remainder of the 1/7 b~ttalion, including the Recon Platoon, 
landed by 1500 hours and were fed into positions on the eastern fringe of 
the landing zpne. Attempts to retrieve the isolated platoon by Bravo and 
a platoon of Alpha company had .failed and both companies were instructed 
to pull back and tig'bten ~p their interior lines. (Inclosure 17). Comm­
unication was maintained with the isolated platoon throughout the fight. 
By then it was apparent that the battalion had engaged a force of ,at least 
600 meno 

By 1800 hours B 2/7 Cav landed in the L-Z and intially was placed in 
reserve as a battalion reaction force. Later, one platoon of ~ ~/7 re­
inforced C 1/7 and the r econ platoon was pulled back to join the reaction 
force. The _pa;r:1-tt..r.c- for the night of 14 November was gene.rally: as 
depicted in Inclosure 18. 

Throughout the night the N-V-A attempted to crack the perimeter of 
the isolated platoonp but 1ntensive artillery protective fires that ringed 
the position broke up every attack. The main perimeter was also subjected 
to:mpeated probes, and these too were repulsed. The two artillery batteries 
at FALCON pum:ved more than 4p000 rounds of high explosive in. close support 
of X-RAX. Tactical air flew missions throughout the night and the Air 
Force flare ship maintained constant i11umanation of the battle area. Pilots 
of the lift ships braved the dangers of the fire -swept L-Z to. bring in rein­
forcements and re-supply and carry out wounded and dead. 

Meanwhile, brigade had alerted the 2/5 Cav for commi ttment •~o X-RAY. 
The Qattalion extracted two companies from patrol positions south of FALCON 
and flew them to L-Z VI-C~OR (YV964994), with the CP and D company moving in 
from FALCON,. 
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B comapny 9 on a search mission north of FALCONp fell back to that' ·pos:i1;ion 
at night fall and was prepared to join the battalion at first light. The 
battalion was to move by foot into X-RAY the next morning. · 

2/7 Cav continued its operations south of PLEI ME 9 with C company 
and D company 9 while A company was moved to S'rADIUM to be a reaction· force 
for the night. 

C Troop, 1/9 Cav Sqdn made visual reconnaissance of the immedi&te 
battle area in an effort to pinpoint movement of N-V-A forces. 

2.. TASK ORGANIZATIONs 

3D BRIGADE 
No Change 

3. INTELLIGENCE SUMMARYs 

DIVISION 
No Change 

Some of FIELD Jft0ll! 0s assault elements had gotten under way before 
dawn on the 14th9 bound for PLEI ME. At noon9 when Cavalry helicopters dis­
gorged troopers at the foot of the CHU PONCS,absolute suprise had been ach­
ieved. Instead of launching a divisional a~tack on PLEI ME and possibly 
regaining tactical initiative 9 the N-V-A division found itself engaged in a 
struggle to defend its own base. 1 

•• ': 

I . :~. 

The CHU PONG mountains and IA IRANG valley long had been a sand'tuary 
for the V IE'l' CONG and N-V -A fore es. It was one of the numerous so-6 all ed 
"secret" bases which provided the insurgents with a secure area in whieh 
to store supplies 9 conduct training, carry out administrative functions, 
manufacture and :mpair arms and equipment and provide -an operating base 
for combat units. 

Si:rx:e 1954 at the latest no Vietnamese government units had'penet­
rated the CHU PONG massif. Undisturbed 9 VIET CONG units had enjoyed 
years of safety in the mountains and their sheltered valleys. It was;from 
the sanctuary and the supply bases in the IA DRANG valley that FIELD FRONT 
and the 32d and 33d Regiments had m0ved on PLEI ME on 19 October. Now the 
sancturary was threatened. '' 

Reacting swiftly to the Cavalry• landings~ FIELD FRONT ordered the 66th 
Regiment to attack the landing zone. Strong elements of the regiment were 
established on the ridgeline overlooking the landing zone to provfde ·a ·base 
of fire. The 9th and 7th battalions of the 66th and a composite ·battalion 
of the 33d (formerly the .2d and 3d battalions) provided the initial assault 
forceso 

The attacks came in company and multi-company force and were pressed 
with great determination. They continued throughout the day and into the 
night. Despite the elan of the attacks 9 the regiments were unable to over­
run the position. The attacking elements tried to maintain as close contact 
as possible 9 not only to exert the maximum pressure 9 but also to pr9Vent 
tactical air and artillery from being used to help the defenders. Despite 
this tactic g US aircraft slashed repeatedly at the N-V ~A ranks~ coming 'With­
in 100 meters of the Cavalry 1s front lines. Klrderous artillery barrages 
were called in very close to friendly lines 9 breaking up the attacks and 
taking Ei terrible toll of men and equipment. · 

4. ACTIVITIES STATISTICSs 

FRIENDLY LOSSES 
KIA 6 

WIA 49 

MIA 0 
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ENEMY LOSSES , ~.\ 
Because of the intensity 
and continuity of the · 
action9 the enem;y losses 
will be summarized on the 
report of the 16th. 
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15 NOVEMBER 

lo OPERATIONS SUMMARY: 

Unlike other days in the campaign 11 this one began :and ended with 
violenceo At first light the companies in the perimeter sent recon parties 
to screen a distance of about 200 meters in front of their.,,p~f!!~«tions. At 
0650 hoursp the two left platoons of C company (one the south ·and.s-0utbea~t) 
began receiving heavy fireo A N-V-A force of more than twq:cQ~anies were 
thrusting at that portion of the perimetero Despite intensiveiair strikes, 
tube and aerial rocket artillery missions 9 the enemy elements closed to 
hand=to~hand combat range of C companyo While this violent: combat was en­
suing~ the east portion of the L~Z also came under heavy attack. This was 
at about 0715 hourso D company had the task of stopping the BwV•A attack 
and did so with the aid of the air strikes and artilleryo At about 0800, 
the A company sector to the south and west came under attack'· al'ld grazing 
fire criss-crossed the perimeter and landing zoneo Although A 2/7 Cav 
was poised to come in by chopper9 the L-Z was too hot at the time. (attacks 
and positions depicted in Inclosure 19) 

The portion of B company 2/7 Cav that had been held in ~eserve was 
committed to the C 1/7 sector to throw back the eneiny assault. • 'The front 
lines were marked by colored smoke and air strikes and tube artillery 
strikes were brought to within 50 meters of the trace. The curtain of 
steel finally broke the back of the attack 9 leaving the field '8'trewn·vith 
N-V-A bodieso By 0900 the fire into the landing zone itself had slackened 
to the extent that it was possible to air land A 2/7 Cav and throw the 
reinforcements into key defensive positionso (Inclosure 20) · • 

Help was on the way in the form of the 2/5 Cav 9 moving by foot from 
L-Z VICTOR across the ridgeline to the southeast of X-RAY and into· the 
perimeter9 scooping up two prisoners along the way. (Inclosure21) 

The battalion closed at 1245 hours and immediately was .given the 
mission of sweeping to the northwest to spring loose the isolated· platoon 
of B 1/7 Cavo The attacking echelon included A and C companies of 2/5 
Cav and B 1/7 Cave The surrounded platoon was reached without undue 
opposition and all forces returned to the perimeter by 1600 hours. (Inclosure 
22' 

The forces in I-RAY all under operational control of the Cotnmanding 
Officerp 1/7 Cav then formed a tight perimeter for the night.(Inclosure 23) 
The remainder of the night was marked by repeated small unit probes of the 
perimeter that were.of little or no consequence in context with the major 
enemy effort of the dayo The N-V~A had thrown his best into a major effort 
that morning and had failed. 

The 3d Brigade continued to reinforce and support the battle at·X-RAY. 
The 2/7 Cav (-) was moved first to L=Z MACON (YA935052) to provide an 
artillery base 9 but found the soil unsuitableo The artillery position, 
manned by B 1/21 Arty and the 2/7 Cav (=) moved to L~Z COLUMBUS (YA974036). 

Meanwhile 9 the 1/5 Cav (-) closed at STADIUM and A 1/5 Cav was air­
lifted to COLUMBUS to:minforce 2/7 Cav, which already had provided two 
companies to the caul.dron at X-RAY. B and C companies 1/5 Cav went to 
FALCON to provide security for artillery units there. 

C Troop 9 1/9 Cav Sqdn continued screening and reconaissance missions 
in the IA DRANG valley and D Troop secured the brigade base at STADIUM. 

The Air Forcep during the first crucial 40 hours at X-RAY had tactical 
air oons:antly on station with a fighter~bomber on a target run on an aver­
age of one every 15 minutes throughout the period. 

Tube artillery fired more than 6p000 rounds of high explosive into 
the defense perimeter area and aerial artillery contributed nearly 2,000 
rockets to the fire barriero 
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CH-47 (Chinooks) of the 228th ASHB flew continuous re-supply.-missions 
into FALCON and COLUMBUS to keep the artillery in shells, and the lift 
ships of the 229th ARB flew medical evacuation and re-supply in and out of 
the beseiged landing zone throughout the period 9 in most cases at grave 
risk to·pilots and crewo 

2-' .. TASK ORGANIZATIONa 

3D BRIGADE DIVISION 
No Change excepti No Change 

Add 1/5 Cav 
; .... 

Add D 1/9 Cav Sqdn 

3. INTELLIGENCE SUMMARYt 

Despite the heavy losses sustained on the 14th, the N-Y,-A .: : 1 : 

division headquarters ordered continuation of the attacks on the little 
position at the foot of the mount&iJl- The 7th and 9th Battalions of the 
66th had been bearing the brunt of the assaults along with what was left 
of the 33d. The 8th Battalion of the 66th was moved south from its :Position 
north of the IA DRANG to bring pressure aginst the eastern firnge ,o{,:.,the 
L-Z. And FIELD FRONT summoned the H-15 Ma.in Force VIET CONG Battal;ion from 
an assembly area well south of the battle area. 

'l'hA N-V-A effort unquestionably was hampered by the unexplained 
delay in getting the heavy mortar and heavy anti-aircraft battalio~s off 
the infiltration trail and into the battle zone. Neither has there been 
an explanation for the fail ur~ to commit the 32d Regiment which apparently 
held its positions 12-14 kilometers to the northwest on the noitth ·b.ank of 
the IA DRANG. 

The 15th also marked the introduction of a new weapon by the American 
forces and one which struck terror in the hearts of even the most hardened 
enemy soldier. Shortly afte;r. noon a large area in the vicinity of YA8702 
suddenly erupted with hundreds of thunderous explosions that moved ac:noss 
the ground like a giant carpet being unrolled. The B-52 bombers had.struck. 
For the next five days the big bombers systematically worked over large 
areas of the CHU PONG Massif. The N-V-A soldiers lived in fear of these 
attacks beca\lSe they believed each raid covered a 20 kilometer area,;and they 
were told that ordinary trenches and foxholes were of no protection. 

4. ACTIVITIES STATISTICSi 

FRIENDLY LOSSES 
KIA 67 

68 

0 
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ENEMY LOSS~ 
Summary of all losses 
on the recapitulation 
of the 16th. 
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16 NOVEMBER 

1. OPERATIONS SUMMARY: 

• 
At approximately 0400 hours, the N-V-A infantry begah\light 

probing attacks at various places on the perimeter with elements ranging 
from squad to platoon strength. At 0430 hours a two company.j{t:tack was 
directed against the southeast portion of the perimeter, now manned by 
B 2/7 Cav. This was beaten back by small arms and ar.tillery fires under 
illumination -provided by ''Smokey'' the Air Force flare ship •. A second 
attack by a company-sized element also was repulsed. At 0600 a 1company­
sized assault was directed against the northeast portion of the: ·L-Z, manned 
by elements of the 2/5 Cav. It too was smashed by accurate defensive fires. 
At 0627 still another attack was laUnched from the north, and 1&g8;in without 
success. (Inclosure 24) 

At 0655 9 all positions in the perimeter opened up with small arms 
and machine guns. They systematically sprayed trees, bushes and anthills 
to their front. This had the salutory effect of prema.turely•triggering 
a 40-man N-V~A assault element directly in front of A 2/7 Cav. The unit 
had been creeping forward, using high grass and bushes for concealment. 
The technique also accomplished its primary function by bringing down 
several snipers that had climbed trees close to the perimeter: during the 
night. 

At 0910 hours~ all units began a sweep to their front to a depth 
of about 500 meters, utilizing covering artillery fire, and policed up 
the battle area. The first elements of 2/7 (-) with A 1/5 Cav iattached 
began closing into X-RAY after a foot movement from COLUMBUS. The 
battalion completed its move by 1200 hours, and at 1400 hours, the 1/7 
Cav, plus B 2/7 Cav and a platoon of A 2/7 Cav were relieved on station 
and &~ved by helicopters to CAMP HOLLOWAY for rest and reorganization. 

Sporadic sniper fires marked the rest of the day at X-RA:Yland both 
the 2/5 and 2/7 battaliorsmade plans for movement out of the area on the 
following day. The L-Z was located along the path of a projec:ted target 
area for a B-52 strike and it was necessary to move the units outside a 
three kilometer safety limit. 

To reinforce the units in the battle area, the remaining units of 
the 1/5 Cav moved by chopper t0<COLUMBUS, where that battalion remained 
over night 

The 1/9 Cav Sqdn elements continued close surveillance of the 
battlefield and the .routes leading into it and, early in the afternoon, 
one of its scout~gun ships (UH-lB) was !hot down in the jungle north of 
the IA DRANG. Heavy fire from the area prevented the immediate recOYery 
of the ship and the crew was carried as missing. 

90 



2. TASK ORGANIZATIONs 

3D BRIGADE 
No Change 

3. INTELLIGENCE SU.MMARY8 

DIVISION 
No Change 

't :.·; 

F.a.rly on the morning of the 16th, the N-V-A elements had 
another go at X-RAY---and again there was a blood bath. The nu~ was 
too tough to crack. But if this position was too strong, what about 
the artillery bases, from whence came so much of the N-V-A misery? 
Might they not be less well protected? Strong elements were set under 
way toward both COLUMBUS and FALCON. ·These included portions of the 
66th Regiment and the H~l5 VIET CONG Battalion • 

.Also, once the attacks on X-RAY were broken off, a general move~ 
ment of units began north and west along the base of the mountain and 
in the IA DRANG valleyo 

4. ACTIVITIES STATISTICS: 

FRIENDLY LOOSF.5 
KIA 6 (79 Cumulative) 

MIA 

8 (125 Cumulative) 

0 (0 Cumulative) 

WPNS & EQUIPMENT DESTROYED IN 
POSITION1 

Crew Served and Indiv Wpns 100 
Anti Tank Rockets 9 
Hand Grenades 300-400 
Assorted 7.62mm Ammo 7,000 rounds 
Entrenching Tools 100-150 
Assorted Packs, Uniforms, etc. 
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ENEMY LOSSES , , . , . 
(14-15-16 Cumulative) 
KIA -834 (BC) 1,215 (Est) 

. - ' t .. 

WU -No estimates ma.de . 

vcc -6 

WPNS & EQUIP EVACUATED: 
Assault carbines 54 
Assault rifles 57 
Automatic rifles 17 
Heavy machine guns 4 
Rocket launchers 5 
Pistols 2 
82mm Mortars 2 
Medic Ki ts 6 
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17 NOVEMBER 

1. OPERATIONS SU.MMAR.Yt 

For the first time in the Vietnamese conflict, Strategic Air 
strikes were to be used in direct support of the ground scheme; of maneuver 
The strikes of the past two days had been in a supporting role, but today 
the ground forces would be moving in direct relation to the impending strike. 

Accordingly, both battalions still occupying the landing zone, 2/5 Cav 
and 2/7 Cav9 moved off with a mission to sweep to the north, with the 2/5 Cav 
inclining slightly to the east and heading for COLUMBUS. ~.The 2/7 Cav,

1 which was minus its B company and a platoon of its A company, but rein~ 
forced by A 1/5 Cav~ was to follow the 2/5 Cav long enough to put a 3,000 
meter saney margin between it and the B-52 target area, then was to s '(eeP 
to the ~est and northwest toward a map location that appeared it would !bake 
a possible landing zone. The map location (YA945043) was named ALBANY. 

The 2/5 Cav closed at COLUMBUS at 1140 hours without incident. 
·--,.- __ _, 

The 2/7th Cav was about to undergo it ordeal by fire. The battalion 
set out behind the 2/5 with A company 2/7 in the lead, utilizing. the. 
battalion Recon platoon in lieu of its own missing platoon; followed by 
C company 11 D company, CP group. At the ~ of "the ba~.w..i.on,c>olumn was 
A 1/5 Cav. (S.e Inclosure 25 for route of march and formations) 

After clearing the 3,000 meter limit 9 the battalion swung.westerly 
and made its way through the dense jungle toward ALBANY. About 300-500 
meters short of its objective area, the lead element captured two prisoners 
without any resistance. As the lead element passed through theclearing 
that was to become ALBANY, it began receiving extremely heavy fire from its 
left and right front and from its right flank. Initial surprise bad. gone 
to the enemy, but the troops of the battalion rea.c'tied quickly and cour­
ageously. The fight quickly became a general melee as ea.ch individual 
fought his personal ba.ttleo 

The brunt of the flanking move by the N-V-A was borne by C and D 
companies, and in some cases the enem.v thrust penetrated through the ranks 
of the column. D company and part Bf the headquarters element began moving 
to the east to link up with the lead elements of A 1/5 Cav, which also had 
ta.ken heavy enemy fire. Remnants of C company, along with the battalion 
command groupp fought their way westward to the clearing where A company 
and Recon platoon were ma.king their stands.(Inclosure 26) 

Initially11 the inability to precisely locate individual units in the 
battle precluded the use of supporting artillery and tactical air. It was 
an infantryman 1s battle for several hours. By mid-afternoon the pieces 
were sorted out and heavy supporting fires began falling in among N-V-A 
elements still pressing the attack. The first strikes in were by aerial 
artillery~ followed by a tactical air napalm run, which broke up a N-V-A 
company-sized attack that was just forming aginst the westward ·edge of the 
forward perimeter. 

By 1825 hours the fire around the clearing had slackened to the 
point where it could be used as a landing zone to bring in B 2/7 Cav from 
CAMP HOLLOWAY9 where it had been placed on alert as soon as word of the 
fight reached brigade headquarterso 

Although the enemy kept pressure on both perimeteT'S dur1ng the ni~ht, 
he did not tz;r heavy assaults aginst the positions as he had earlier at X­
RAY. Illumination by Air Force flare ships and a continuous ring of 
artillery shells and tactical air strikes kept the enemy at bay and allowed 
units from both perimeters to make repeated forays out from the positions 
to bring back friendly casualties. At approximately 2200 hours, B 1/ 5 Ca.v 
marched overland from COLUMBUS and linked up with the eastern perimeter, 
givirtg it needed reinforcement. It was decided that the units should not 
try to fight their way further in the darkness and the two perimet~rs were 
maintained for the night. (Inclosure 27) 

There was no activity of any type at either COLUMBUS or FALCON. 
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2. TASK ORGANIZATION 

3D BRIGADE 
No Change 

3. INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY: 

DIVISION 
No Change 

The 8th Battalion, 66th Regiment was on the move and had reached 
a point in the jungle 9 just east of the IA DRANO (YA8404) during the 
morning. The column had halted, dug in hasty positions and generally was 
in a relaxed posture (some soldiers were eating their noon rice) when out­
posts brought word that a large American colunm was headed directly, toward 
them. The battalion colllll'l8.nder had little choice but to {)rganize: hasty 
positions and prepare for a meeting engagement at close quarters in the 
dense jungle. In some cases his machine guns had to be fired from unprotect­
ed positions and many soldiers were thrust into battle still wearing their 
heavy forage packs. 

When the fight came it was narked by its bitter intensity; first of 
the hand-to-hand conflict, and later by the sheer weight of the US artillery, 
aerial rocket and tactical air strikes. By nightfall only a handful· of the 
original force remained organized in a combat posture. If this battalion 
had been destined for an assault on an artillery position, it would never 
reach the attack position. 

Meanwhile, the other battalions of the 66th and 33d Regiments, depleted 
by the vicious combat of the past four days, began their gradual movement 
toward the northwest and the Cambodian sanctuary. Due west, over CHU PONG 
would have been faster, but the daily B-52 strikes had brought death and 
terror to the N-V-A forces and there was no alternative but to skirt the 
base of the mountain. 

Those troops still remaining in the now-deserted X-RAY area suddenly 
learned of the reason for the exodus of the Cavalry. A B-52 strike hs.~heen 
called in virtually on top of the old positions. 

The artillery base at COLUMBUS was still considered a target for' N-V-A 
and Ma.in Force VIET CONG elements in the IA DRANO valley, and these units 
steadily moved toward that objective. 

4. ACTIVITE:> STATISTICS8 

FRIENDLY LOSSES 
KIA 151~ 

WIA 121 

MIA 4 

*Includes those who later 
died of wounds inflicted on 
this date 9 and those originally 
carried MIA and now changed to 
KIA 
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ENEMY LOSSES 
KIA-403(Bc) lOO(Est) 

WIA-No estina tea made 

WPNS AND EQUIP EN ACUATED: 
Assault rifles/carbines 

112 
Light machine guns~ .33 
Heavy machine guns 3 
82mm Mortar tubes 4 
Mortar Tripods 5 
Rocket Launchers 4 
Mortar sights 2 
Mortar fuzes (Cases) 3 
Packs, w/equip 21 
Rice & medical supplies 

WPNS AND EQUIP DESTROYED 
Assault rifles/ca.ri>ines 100 
Light Ma.chine Guns 6 
Rocket launchers 4 
82mm mortars 2 
Rocket launcher ammo 
(cases) 3 
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2o TASK ORGANIZATIONi 

3D BRIGADE 
No Change 

3. INrELLIGENCE SUMMARY: 

DIVISION 
No Change 

Once again the enemy found that US defensive fires make assaults 
very costly affairs. The attack on COLUMBUS was the last enemy o£fensive 
effort of a:ny consequence against American position:; ~n ,the IA DRANG. 

By late evening the major contact had been broken and thereafter, 
the only contact throughout the CHU PONG-IA DRANG complex_ was with 
scattered N-V-A elements of squad or platoon size that had been flushed 
out and chased by Cavalry heliborne or foot patrols. 

4. ACTIVITIES STATISTICSa 

FRIENDLY LOSS:ES 
KIA 2 

WIA 31 

MIA 0 
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ENEMY LOSSFS 
KIA-27(BC) 46(Est) 

WIA ... 100 (Est) 

WPNS-Light machine guns 4 
Heavy machine guns 2 
Assault rifles·. 7 
Carbines ,: _ 6 
Rocket launchers 1 



18 NOVEMBER 

1. OPERATIONS S UMM.ARY z 

From midnight to dawn there was sporadic sniper firing at the 
sites of both perimeters near ALBANY, but the major threat was~over. At 
first light A and B companies 1/5 Cav moved from their overnight positions 
and screened to the west and linkea up with the western-most perimeter and 
the remainder of the 2/7 Cav at 0900 hours. The entire battalion' patrolled 
out from the perimeter and recovered dead and wounded personnel:" and friendly 
and enemy equipment and weapons. The intermingling of US and N-V-A dead 
testified that much of the actiori had taken place at point blank range • 

. :I ;,i 

At 1400 hount~ A and B companies 1/5' Cav reverted to theit par~ht · 
ba. ttalion control and marched to COLUMBUS. The 2/7 Cav remained on ALBANY 
for the night. 

At COLUMBUS, the 1/5 guarded the artillery positions. At 1735 an 
outpost at the northeniportion of the battalion perimeter engaged the 
lead elements of an enemy unit moving into an attack position. Within 
ten minutes the battalion perimeter was .. urider heavy mortar and automatic 
weapons fire. Air strikes dropped ordnance to within 100 meters of the 
perimeter foxholes. The artillery uni ts at COLUMBUS were used .in .r.Jlat 
trajectory fire support role. 

At approximately 2100 hours the attack lost momentum aad subsd.ded irrto 
small arms fire that continued sporadically throughout the night. 

Just prior to the attack, the 2/5 Cav 9 moving to the west to a 
blocking position, air assaulted into L-Z CROOKS (YA875125) along with 
an artillery battery. The battalion conducted patrols from the new base 
and during the night received light probes and harrassing small arms and 
mortar fire. 

The 3d Brigade CP was maintained at STADIUM and the 1/7 Cav continued 
rest and reorganization at CAMP HOLLOWAY. 
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19 NOVEMBER 

1. OPERATIONS SUMMARY ;'..),, 

As activity diminished in the ALBANY-COLUMBUS-FALCON area, the 
3d Brigade continued moving elements westward, both for· furtherlsearch 
and destroy operations as well as to work in conjunction w.i th the A-R-V-N 
Airborne Brigad! vhich was sweeping from DOC CO south along the .Cambodian 
bordero 'i' • <i 

2/7 Cav was lifted out of ALBANY during the afternoon and the 
1

ba~~a.1-
ion closed at L-Z CROOKS by 1430. The battalion ass11Md re~~'ti,bili ty 
for a portion of the L-Z security along with 2/5 Cav, which continued 
security for the artillery positions as well as conducti~9~JDP.ahy-sized 
sweeps in the immediate vicinity of the landing zone. 

The 1/5 Cav linked with two artillery batteries at COLUMBUS: and then 
lifted to t-Z GOLF (YA841094), closing by 1850 hours. 

Elements of the 1/7 moved to STADIUM to secure the brigade base, while 
the remainder of the battalion stayed at CAMP HOLLOWAY. 
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2. TASK ORGANIZATION3 

3D BRIGADE 
No Change 

3. INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY: 
., ' 

DIVISION 
No Change 

..... ., 
The rema.nts of the 33d,'and 66th Regiments began moving in,;1:1mall, 

groups toward the Cambodian border, utilizing the cover of the IA :Q,RANG. 
There was little contact with the Cavalry units. 

4. ACTIVITIES STATISTICSa 

-FRIENDLY LOSSES 
KIA 0 

WIA 2 

MIA 0 

100 

. . ~ .. 

;; ' ,,'' 

~ ! ~ :: ,I '; 

ENEMY LOSSES " 
KIA - 5(BC) 

WIA - 12(Est) 

EQUIP - 0 

WPNS - 0 



20 NOVEMBER ' ) ., 

1. OPERATIONS SUMMARY: .t J 

·;, ', 

The 3d Brigade moved its combat elements to Landing,Zones CROOKS 
and GOLF, which fitted in with the scheme of maneuver of the~2d_Brigade, 
which w• assuming control of>combat elements in the battle zon.e~ :After 
turning over control of uni ts in the field, the 3d Brigade.11be~n-.1J110Veme!nt 
back to AN KHE base with the 1/7 Cav and other attached and organic elements. 
For the 3d Forward Support Element, it was the first relief since the oamp­
aign had started on 23 October. 

The 2d Brigade planned to use DUC CO Special Forces Camp (YA840252) 
as an operating base for its forward CP, and closed during the~afternoon. 
The 1/5 Cav conducted patrolling from L-Z GOLF, and 2/5 Gav patrolled from 
L-Z CROOKS. . 

1/9 Cav Sqdn screened the entire brigade sector after moving to and 
establishing a base at 19th HOLE. '· 

The 2-/12 moved by truck covoy from AN KHE to STADIUM,_ mark_~ the 
second time this battalion was committed during the campaign. During 
the night some 60mm mortar rounds fell on STADIUM but there were no 
casual ties, 

Division artillery units at GOLF and CROOKS continued to give fire 
support to A-R-V-N airborne forces to the west. Most noteworthy-. was the 
fires delivered in support of the 3d and 6th battalions of the airborne 
brigade when they struck an estimated battalion of the 32d· Regi~~_nt ,N-V-A. 

The division artillery units were credited by the airborne brigade 
commander with having been responsible for 127 KIA by body count during 
the time the artillery supported the A-R-V-N. 
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2o TASK CRQANIZATION: 

2D BRIGADE 
1/5 Cav (201200) 
2/5 Cav (201200) 
2/12· CaT · 
1/8 Ce.T (201400 ). 

•' 1/71· Arty 
1/21 Arty (201200) 
2/17 Arty (201200) 
B 2/20 Arty ARA 
B 8 Eng 

. 2d FSE 
2d P1atp 545 MP Co 
Sig Spt Tm9 13th Sig 
Tm 9 10th RRU 
IP'w'/CI Tm, 191 MI Det 
TM, 54 th Inf De t 
1/9 Cav Sqdn (-) 

3 o INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY: 

3D BRIGADE 
No Change except: 

Detach: 1/5 CaT 
2/:5 Cav 
1/21 Arty 
2/17 Arty 
6/14 Arty 
3/18 Arty 

DIVISION 
No Change. except: 

Add: 6/14.Arty(~) 
3/1a,Ar:ty.( .. ) 

., ' .. '· . ,• 

•. :,f 

" ... , ,, r , 

Artillery support continued to pound at posi tio:rs of the 3.2.d. N-V-A 
Regiment north of the IA DRANG, while all other uni ts pressed for .the 
Cambodian bordero 

4. ACTIVITIES STATISTICS: 

FRIENDLY LOSSES 
KIA 1 

WIA 0 

MIA 0 
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ENEMY LOSSES 
KIA - 5(:00) 

'w'IA - 7 (Est ) 

;. \ 



21 NOVEMBER 

1. OPFBATIONS SUMMARYa 

2/12 Cav moved from STADIUM to GOLF by air and assumed pa,rt of 
the responsibility for the security of that position. · 

1/8 Cav made i 1S second appearance in the campaign. when ·i t_i,moved from 
AN KHE to''STADIUM. . · "'" '"; 

2/5 Cav conducted patrol actions around CROOKS. B company co~p.uc t~d 
a sweep to YA878016 and made contact with an estimated enemy platb6h. ·· 

l/5th Cav conducted s~eeps around its base at GOLF and seeur~d the 
artillery units there. "''~ ·. 
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2. TASK ORGANIZATION: 

2D BRIGADE 
No Change 

3. INTELLIGENCE SUMMAR.Yi 

DIVISION 
No Change 

Contacts were becoming more and more meager as the N-V-A div~sion 
fled for the Cambodian sanctuary, leaving the IA Dru.NG valley 'to the. '1st 
Air Cavalry Division and the A-R-V-N Brigade. · · · 

4 •. AC.TIVITIES SU1'1M.ARY: 

FRIENDLY LOS::>~ 
KU 1 

WU 8 
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ENEMY LOSSES 
KIA - l(BC) 
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22. NOVEMBER ,;,,:t,.-,'·if1.1 ·., ····' -- ..... -.,.... ..... - , ... ~., .. 

1. OPERATION SUMMARY: 

2/12 Cav moved out from GOLF and seized. Objective .~, 1 ,~? ..... enemy conte.ct was made, however one sniper was killed and, &Jt()ther::.eseaped. 

2/5 Cav conducted four platoon sized patrols in addition to d~f~nding 
CROOKS. 

1/8 Cav lifted from ST.ADIUM to CROOKS and assumed part of tll.;t; d~fen-
sive mission. · · ··· .... :.::5~. - • 

1/5 Cav continued to defend GOLF. 

1/9 Cav Sqdn screened the brigade sector without contact • 

• 
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2. TASK ORGANIZATION: 

2D BRIQ&lB 
No Change 

1-· • "'''7 ' . ,· ··, 

3. , , lN'l'ELLIG~E S~Y ~ 

None. 
\. \ _. ' :: . : . 

4. .ACTIVITIES STATISTICS: 

. ; ml:mi. y' LOOS~ 
KIA O 

WU l 

MIA 0 
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1.·i' ' 
: ' 1.· .;...; •. ,,. . , ~-

ENEMY LOOSE:> 
KIA - l {BC) 

:l.lfU:fM.l~ '{~\I 
..... , •... ~·-··~·- ··"--' 

• L 

·; ~:: \'.:; 
t:!x'JIIllO~.' 'Vc'i"':'·:· 

"\ . ~ -~ 
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23 NOVEMBER 

1. OPERATIONS SUMMARY( 
: \, ·_.' : · ;•.r,1 ··· .. ;:v?t~.?"L:.t • 

2/5 Cav crossed its L-D at 0800 bound for Objective PAR. '!'he 
miss ion waa to search and destroy enroute to the new 'objectift1 

•• TL.b.e; .. 
batte.lion moved artillery fire support ahead of it-··during.the.-march~ · 
Upon seizing the objective, 1/8 Cav relieved 2/5 Cav, and the battalion 
airlifted back to CROOKS. C 2/5 Cav deployed to CAMP HOLLOWAY as the 
Brigade reaction force. . ):. !Y.'.:L ~:-. 

2/12 Cav condU.c~ed pa'.t.r.~ls from TEE with no contact. ·· :: 'L~~;Jfg,;;:£.~~ 

1/5 Cav patrolled from GOLF with no contact. 

1/9 Cav Sqdn continued reconnaissance in sector without contact. 

:; ' 
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2. TASK ORG.ANIZATIONs 

2D BRIGADE 
No Change 

3. INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY-1 ·.·. ·~ 

'None .. -

4. ACTIVITIES STATISTICS s 

FRIENDLY LOSS~ 

KIA 2 

WU 14 

MIA 0 
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DIVISION 
Bo Change 

-·-' 
' . : ~ .. 

ENEMY. LOSSES .. 

lone 

., ,.., 
~I \:) 

. . ,• ·_, ··~ ~) .. 

.· - . 
" .~ ~ . 

.. ~ r, I 

' '' :-, -~ \ ': 

\ 

\ 



24 NOVEMBE2 ~Ii , . ~, ,.' .: ,• ......... 

1. OPERATIONS SUMMARY1 

2/12 Cav moved to seize Objective GREEN and LADIES TEE 8:nd then 
returned to Position TEE. No enemy contact was made. :~ - .. , 

.,,.,. 

2/5 Cav moved from CROQIS to CAMP HOLLOWAY. 

1/8 Cav seized 18th HOLE and returned to CROOKS with no 1contacte:'. 

The action of .the day: ciame when a scout ship of l/9,'C11T:1 S-q~~.~tghted 
&Lsoldier waving a T-·shirt:.in a /jungle clearing. IA945p3e. ·::A.rter-Astiert­
aining that he was friendly, the scout ship dropped down and picked him up • 

.. 

The individual, identified as PFC Toby Braveboy, A Company 2/7 Cav 
had been wounded in the leg and hand and had been evading capture since 
the night of the 17th when he was separated from his unit. He was evac­
uated to CAMP HOLLOWAY, where emergency surgery was accomplished, and then 
further evacuated to a hospital in QUI NHON. 
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2. TASK ORGANIZATION: 

2D BRIGADE 
No Change 

3. INTELLIGENCE SUMl"lARYi 

None. 

4. ACTIVITIES STATISTICS1 

FRIENDLY LOSSES 
KU Q, 

\HA 2 

MU 0 
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DIVISION ',. '-· 
No Change 

·El{EMY LOSSES 
None 

'l 

·:·· 

· .• '.i 



25 NOVEMBER 
. : ~ : - -· ,. . .. . . .. . . " 

1. OP ER AT l(l)NS SUMMARY i 
... 

1/5 CaT moved from GOLF to CAMP HOLLOWAY. -~ .: !." .. . J • '' 

2/12 displaced from TEE to 19th HOLE. •· .• ' 4'' 
, ~ _, ' ., ~ • J ' -· . ··-··- ... •' -· . ~ . 

1/8 conducted local patrols from CROOKS with still no contact. 
• \. ', -·~, '. I 

' .~ ... ~ .. ~.- ............ ~. -··· 
2/5 continued as the brigade reaction force at CAMP HOLLOWAY. 

~-~:Ji!~:-~:·· 
.... -~-- ...... _ .... ,, ....... . 

1/9 Cav Sqdn continued to provide reconnassiance in the brigade sec tor, 
vainly seeking contact with·the enemy. 
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2. TASK ORGANIZATION: 
. .. , 

2D BRIGADE DIVISION 
No (;hang~ No, Change 

3. INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY: 
None 

\ 

. 'f:'''"f !'• \ 

4. ACTIVITIES STATISTICS: 

FR1ENJ)LY LO~SE3 ENEMY LOSSES 

None None 

''· 

~ ,• ~ 
1'!1 

~. 
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26 NOVEMBER 

1. OPERATIONS SU.MM.ARY: 

It was all over. The N-V-A division clearly had left the field 
and escaped back to the Cambodian sanctuary. There was li.ttle left for 
the Cavalry elements to do but move back to base and· wait until the enemy 
made his next move. 

1/5 and 2/5 Gav moved by truck from CAMP HOLLOWAY to AN KHE. 
_;.. l ·~i .. 

1/8 Gav and 2/12 Gav closed on CAMP HOLLOWAY for movement back to 
base camp. 

1/9 Cav Sqdn covered the withdrawal and then closed ±~.~ ~~·C.~MP 
HOLLOWAY, 

2/17 Arty(-) displaced to DUC CO to provide artillery t:':ire support 
for the A-R-V-N Airborni;t.t;Brigade in the last ph.ases of that dpem·tion. 
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TASK ORGANIZATION: ,., ... .. ' J 2. 

2D BRIGADE DIVISION - · 
•''' , .. 

No Change except: No Change 

Detach 2/17 Arty 
1 ' r,-

1/9 Gav Sqdn 
~ ~ 

3. INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY: 

None. J. ·':t ~ 

4. ACTIVITIES :::>'1'A 'l'IS'l' res: 

FRIENDLY LOS;)ES ENEMY LOSSES 

None None 
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12. RE.SULTS: Meaningful assessment of the results of the ·35:; •days 
of airmobile operations that sli'ept across the rolling plateau: oouht.ry 
west and south of PLEIKU should be made only in context with the' actual 
or potential involvement of enemy forces, the dangerposed, and the ability 
of A-R-V•N forces to resist that threat. 

What were the goals of North Vietnam's invasion army at tht~fi·o'Utset of its 
adventure at PLEI ME? How serious was the threat, not only to the install­
ation in the immediat·e path of that force, but to all of the Central 
Highlands as well?. Could that threat have been stopped without' the 1st 
Air Cavalry Division?: 

'·J __ ; . ' ' , 

Too, when results of any action or campaign are assessed', a:ta.:tistics 
must be utilized. In many cases it is the only way results can be shown 
in a tangible manner and, therefore, readily grasped. So the' st'atistical 
breakdown showing casual ties inflicted upon the enemy, casualtia1f sustained 
by the let Air Cavalry, and the arms and materiel captured from the ene~ 
is included as Inclosure 28. ., 

Even standing alone and without explanation, these statistiea ''depict 
significant results. The total of confirmed and estimated enern;r· i!Cills 
were in excess of any figures previously reported in the Vietnamese 
conflict. ,,-, 

'' , '. ·, 

But there are many intangible elements that cannot be portrayed by 
statistics. Indeed, the most significant aspects of victory can· be dis­
cussed only in speculative terms based, of course, upon certain vital 
statistics and reasonable assumptions. 

The battle at PLEI ME was not a haphazard engagement, generated by 
local enemy forces. Rather it was clearly the outgrowth of a ·master pl:an--­
a campaign to secure and dominate a major portion of South Vfotnani. En­
titled the WINTER-SPRING CAMPAIGN of 65-66, the plan reportedly envisioned 
the establishment of a North Vietnamese Army Corps of three di'Visions in 
South Vietnam, The corps was to operate in an area bounded on the north 
by the 17th Parallel; on the south by a line running generally along the 
southern boundaries of PLEIKU, PHU BON and PHU YEN Provinces; on the east 
by the South China Sea; and on the west by the Laotian and Cambodian 
borders. Control of the corps was to remain within the high cormnand in 
Hanoi. 

Within the frame work of the LONG XUAN (Winter-Spring) CA1'1?AIGN 66-65, 
there were three FIELD FRONTS (a designation considered to be irttere~ange­
able with the term DIVISION) that were to conduct a series of l'e~fl~r camp­
aigns. One of these was the TAY NGUYEN (Western Plateau) CAMP!1Glf'which 
had as its objective the seizure of National Liberation Front ·prt>virices of 
Bl (KONTUM) and GIA LAI (PLEIKU Province and parts of BIHN DINH and PHU 
BON Provinces). Specific objectives of the TAY NGUYEN CAMPAIGN wer& the 
Special Forces camps of PLEI ME, DAK SUT, and DUC CO; the new ;LE THANH 
District Headquarters; and PLEIKU. 

The strike at PLEI ME was the opening gun of the campaign. The 
FIELD FRON'!' selected to control the attack correctly estimated the strehgth 
and 'capability of G-V-N forces in and around PLEIKU. That estimate ~ounted 
on the II Corps Commander being capable of committing not more than one 
infantry battle group and an armored cavalry squadron to the relief of the 
PLEI ME camp. It also estimated that US forces could or would place two 
battalions in reserve at PLEIKU. Based on this estimate, the FIEliD FRONT 
commander deployed two regiments; more than enough to accompliab -the desired 
mission of destruction of both the .relief column and the C-I-n-G Camp. 

The lure and the ambush at PLEI ME was the beginning of the struggle 
for the highlands. Had it been successful, FIELD FRONT's courses' ofi.action 
could either have been to repeat the same tac tic on other periphe:rial · out­
pos ts---DUC CO, PLEI DJERANG, DAK SUT, DAK TO.;..--or to maintain i tl!9 :initial 
momentum by moving directly to attack PLEIKU. But whether by thelomg or 
the short route, the target remained the same. ,, 'ro control PLEIKU~ iS to 
control the highlandse 
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The question then remains: could the threat have been stopped with­
out the. lat Air Cavalry Division? In arriving at the answer, several 
factors should be considered. .• ,, 

Regardless of potential reinforcement by US forces, the II Corps 
Commander was obligated to commit a force to the relief of PLEI ME or 
risk the destruction of the camp. 

Without reinforcement, the Corps reserve at PLEIKU could not be.: 
committed vi thout endangering the security of that strategic center.~._, 
Moreover, it is unlikely that A-R-V-N reinforcements, already commi.tted 
in other sectors of the Corps area, could have been brought to PLEIKU 
in time to mount an effective relief. 

r ~ 

There is strong evidence that, regardless of a US pledge to d,ef~d 
PLEIKU, the available G-V.-N forces there would have been committed on 23 
October piecemeal and in no greater strength than anticipated and planned 
for by the N-V-A commanders. In a planning conference the night before 
the relief column was to be committed, the II Corps Commander indicated 
he wanted to airlift one Ranger Battalion southeast of PLEI ME, leave,one 
infantry battalion in PLEIKU as a reserve, and move down the road ~o .the 
camp with only one Ranger Battalion and the armored cavalry squadr:on. 
That this concept was developed well after the Commanding General, F.iel.d 
Forces Vietnam9 had promised a 1st Air Cavalry Division battalion task 
fore& for the security of PLEIKU indicates the existing tactical frame 
of mind. US advisors at the conference disuaded him and the relief column 
was dispatched with sufficient strength to avoid defeat in detail.i 

After the initial meeting engagement on 23 October between the armored 
task force and the North Vietnamese 32d Regiment, there was more than a 
little reluctance on the part of the TF commander to get his column ~olling 
toward PLEI ME. It was only after the guarantee of fire support from ~he 
1st Air Cav artillery units and the actual placement of an artillery liaison 
party from the 1st Cav artillery in the column that the task force[ once 
again got moving to the C-I-D-G campo 

'. 
On 26 October, when the task force began a sweep outside the PLEI.ME 

camp and was struck hard by the 33d Regiment, it again was the fire power 
of the lat Brigade's artillery units at HO~OMING and PUNT that saved the 
force from a severe mauling. 

These were factors involved in the immediate defense of PLEIKU and 
the relief of PLEI ME. Despite the casualties taken by the N-V-A regiments 
at the ambush site and at.the Special: Forces camp, both units withdrew 
in order and as tactically cohesive and effective units. The danger to 
PLEIKU was only temporarily allayed. 

The pursuit of the North Vietnamese 33d Regiment by the battalipns of 
the lat Brigade and the 1st Squadron, 9th Cavalry introduced the e~em;y to 
a new concept in warfare. His retreat from PLEI ME to CHU PONG mw.it surely 
haTe been a nightmare. The enemy was routed from his hiding places, hounded 
and pursued, fragmented and destroyed in terrain he had believed would be 
his protector. Certainly nothing in the enemy's background or training had 
prepared him to cope with the full effects of an unleashed airmobile pursuit. 

The actions of the 3d Brigade in the CHU PQNG-IA DRANG complex r~ ... 
vealed to the North Vietnamese Army how individual combat skills and, 
massive supporting fire could be used to. achievei an objective. ·The .comb­
ined combat power brought to bear on the newly~~nfiltrated 66th Regime~t 
and the remnants of the 33d Regiment resulted, as the a ta tis tics clearly 
indicate, the near annihilation of both regiments. 

This left the 32d Regiment and, although. the A-R-V-N Airborne. Brigade 
made -!;he infantry contact, it again was the Cavalry's artillery that 
furnished the real killing ·blows. When the regiment finally reached its 
Cambodian sanctuary, it had not .more than 1,000 able-bodied men remaining, 
making it something less than an effective regiment. 
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In sum9 then9 the let Air Cavalry Division achieved two things during 
t:t~e PLEI.KU Campaigno It countered the immediate threat to PLEIKO, and it 
seriously disrupted the enemy 0s longer=range plans for the highlands. 

The results of the campaign were well summed up in the state~ent 
made by the Secretary of Defense Robert So M::Namara when he visited 
the lat Cavalry base at AN KHE9 on 29 November 19650 He termed the total 
campaign an 10\.mparallelled achievement 11 and declared that there would be 
Hmore air cavalry divisions."' 

Many fruits of victory or defeat are psychological in natureo The 
victory achieved at PLEI ME has had the noticable effect 9 at least in 
PLEIKU Province 9 of stimulating an optimistic attitude toward the struggle. 
After the VIET CONG raid on U~S/G-V=N installations in PLEI.KU in February, 
and the attacks on 3pecial Forces camps throughout the year 9 culminating 
in the regimental-sized seige and ambush at DUC CO in August 9 there was 
little cause for optimism anywheree 

US advisors too have become more optimistic 9 not so much about the 
eventual defeat of the VIET CONG 9 but that the A-R-V-N commanders will be 
more receptive concerning adoption of concepts that heretofore have been 
belittled or rejectedo For example 9 advisors with the A-R~V-N Airborne 
Brigade are confident that that the dramatic demonstration of what close 
support artillery can do for infantry wi.11 go far to convince the brigade 
of the desirability of training officer forward observers (at the time of 
the engagement 9 not a single officer F~O was assigned to any of the 32 
rifle companies in the A=R=V=N Airborne Brigade). 

Conversely 9 what was the impact of the defeat upon the North Vietnamese 
forces? The invasion army of North Vietnam found itself beaten in land 
combat for the first time in 15 years and by an Army that its propagandists 
claimed was weak 9 ineffective and decadento Beyond these points, the total 
impact can be only a matter of sheer speculation or fond assumption. 

It perhaps suffices to assume that since victory for the U-S/G-V-N 
forces has brought some joy and optimism to that side 9 then 9 assuredly, 
defeat must have brought some measure of despair and pessimism to the enemy. 
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STATISTICAL ANALYS:S OF RESULTS 

L CASUALTJI.l!:S INFLICTED UPON THE ENEMY {By Major Unit) 

lst Bde 2) 3d Bde 10 2d. Bde 21 1/9 Caw* 23 TOTALS 
Qci=U21, Nov~ 20 NiO'Y No-w=26 Notv Oc t=26 Nov 

VC(NVA) 216 1,:224 7 72 19 519 
KU (BCl 
vc(NVA) 610 l, 388 20 24 2p042 
KlAL&~l!) 
T<YrAL KIA 826 20 612 21 96 3,561 
Ve (NVI) 
Vil ~ESTl ]BO 251 0 147 13lJ8 ... 
vc(NVA) 
C.APTIVJ!S 128 19 20 0 157 

•Denotes period 'W'hen ca:v-alcy squadron operated d.1 rec tly under divisional 
control and casual ties we:r"' not figured ::.n br:.._gade totals. 

2. CASUALTIES SUS'11AINED BY lST AIR CAVALRY UNITS (:By major unit)* 

KIA 
WIA 
MIA 

1st Brigade ~ 
57 

132 
0 

B:rigad~ 

239 
307 

4 

2d Brigd& 
4** 

25* 
{) 

TOTALS 
300 
524 

4 

*Indudes 1/9 Ca'i' Sqdn Casualtie.ao 
**2 kUled and lJi. 'Wounded by premature burst of defective mortar roundo 

3~ ARMS AND MATERIEL CAPTURED FROM THE ENEMY (By Major Unit)* 

Individual 
Weapom.a 
Crew Served 
Weapons 
Materiel 

ls'i Brigade 
121 

26 

# 

~rigade 
768** 

100 

# 

2d. B:dmgg TOTALS 
2 897** 

ro 126 

# # 

*h noted JLn Paragraph 8 0 weapon.a caprnzed dur:i.ng this period primarily were 
of Ch:.nese Communist manufacture 9 <were of good qua.l:i.ty and were well maintained. 
Sheer weight of numbers pl:ecl udres de ta:;.: ed. 1 i.s Ung of all captured arms. 

**400 weapons were destroyed i~ place in L=Z X~RAY and L~Z ALBANY due to the 
i.nabHity to eva.c:uate .them0 A similar fate befrell substantial amounts of 
ammunition and gr~nad~e. 

#During the campaign a N-V , . .Ai.hospital was cap·~ured along with 1409 000 of 
surgical equip1;1ent and suppllrea a Most of the supplies were turned over to 
the PLEIKU Hosp1 ta.1 0 or to the dh'ia'ion=sponsored re.fµgee dispensary at AN KHE. 

#Nea.::rly 300 po:unda ·oif ,enemy documents; many of the.m bearing "top secret 11 labels~ 
were captured and processed through d1v:.._sional and II Corps intelligence channels, 
and about 30 pounds wrere evacuated to higher headquarters. 

#Substantial quant i t1es of ammunition and grenades were captured and either 
evacuated or destroy.ed, Following is a representative listing of materiel 
losses sustained by the enemy during the campaigng 

250 0 000 ~ounds of 7,62mm ammun:.tion, linked and individual 
roun~, 
1500 gr-iena.d~:sr primarily CHICOM potato mashers~ 
l!.4 :rounds 01f B2:mm ,ooortA.r ammo 
4 5 rounds of 8llllim mortar ammo 
85 rounds of 75mm recoilless rifle ammo 
40 rounds 40mm rocket launcher ammo 

#A quantity of lnd1v1dual field equipment was captured during the Ca.lllPaign. But 
materiel such as packs9 shovels~ picks~ rain jackets, eating utensilsp other such 
items quickly found its way 4nto the hands of the troops as war souvenirs. 

( Inclosure 28 to C1ombat Operat:.oi!lis After- Action Report) 



13. ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS: 

a. GeneraL The defeat administered to the enemy io:rp~~ in 
the PLElKO campaign was the direct result of combat power, .pi:ec;ij~ely 
and overwhelmingly appliedo Behind that combat .J>Owe:r; however, ~a;y 
administrative and logistical planning that began three ye~rs,agq when 
this airmobile concept began its testing. It was culminated with the 
successful support of combat forces in the campaign. 

In fact, were it not that t.he logistical plans were so w.ell 
developed and prepared for any contingency, the ma.gni tude of .~.µp~l;y,iz:ig 
the division solely by: means of air lines of communication coUld,~ve 
slowed or halted the offensive machine. That this division no.t' 'oli:l;r 
could transport its combat elements over distances of more .thali '65,kilo­
meters at times, but could supply them with food, waterp fue'l and. ,, 
ammunition 9 indicates the adequacy of the logistical organizatJon .. and 
planning. '-

. i 

(1) Adverse situations and solutions, 

(a) The bulk of supplies delivered by Air Force. 
aircraft during the early periods of the A-L-0-C were received. on largEt 
pallets with which organic mechanical handling equipment was una~ie . to 
cope. Logistic bases were notified that all supplies must be.placed on 
4-by-4 pallets prior to loading on Air Force 463L pallets. However, this 
procedure was not effective until the late stages of the A-L-0-C. 

(b) Since the A-L-0-C terminus was at NEW 'PLE~Ku. 
Airfield, supplies had to be off-loaded, palletized and hauled by,:'road 
to CAMP HOLLOWAY where the division's combat service support unit~; were 
located 9 a distance of approximately 7 miles (by road). This me~t- . 
double handling of all supplies received by air---6. 5 million ,pounds 
total. A-R-V-N and Navy-leased trucks were requested to assist ~n traJ').s­
porting supplies from one field to the other. They responded j~4:,:: :with­
out their cooperation9 the division would have been hard pres~e<!:1;P:move 
this massive amount of supplies. 

(c) Special coordination effected. Coordination was 
made with II Corps Headquarters on use of A-R-V-N trucks to move supplies. 
Coordination was made with the 3l~th Air Division on Air Force aircraft 
landing at forward landing zones such as at CATECKA PLANTATION and at 
DUC CO. The Commanding Officer of NEW PLEIKU Airfield was contacted for 
permission to use that site for sling~loading of 500-gallon fuel bags. 
Permission from the CQmmanding Officer 9 CAMP HOLLOWAY, was obtained to 
use his facilities for the division 1 s forward support element operations, 
as well as for use by the combat elements as a staging area. The amount 
of coordination requirEli to support the campaign points up the need for 
divisional personnel to relieve the brigade commander of all but tactical 
duties. 

(2) Ma.intenanceo The maintenance of aircraft during the 
PLEIKU Campaign merits commentp not only because of the superb job that 
was performed, but because the successful accomplishment of the mainten­
ance mission during that campaign proved, as much as anything, that the 
concept of air mobility was a success. Aircraft that sit on the ground 
because of maintenance problems do not provide mobility. It is note­
worthy then that division maintenance personnel were actually putting 
into the air more mission-ready aircraft than were being dead-lined for 
combatp operational or maintenance reasons. During the peak operational 
period of 14-19 November 9 when the division was severely pushing its 
aviation resources in providing logistical resupply, maintenance was 
proving that it could meet the challenge. 

But one point should be made at this juncture. This maintenance 
was performed with existing stocks of P-L-L and A-S-L repair parts, 
and the rate of fill of repair parts did not keep up with demands during 
this period. Had the operations continued on for any appreciable period 
of time with the same degree of intensity, both ground and aircraft main­
tenance could not have met unit demands. 
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(3) Combat loads appeared to be adequate, but unit•. 
commanders are persistent in their recommendation for a pre-filled, 
disposable M-16 magazineo Small unit after-action :mports are replete 
with references to the potential danger that is courted when rine.:. '-: 

··.·: 

men attempt to re-charge magazines during heated engagements. :rn._Orat~ 
as aerial resupply of disposable magazine in lieu of loose rourlds.''is · · · 
concerned9 there would be a slight increase in bulk, but not enotigh:. 
to be a significant logistical factor. · · ~ 

(4) Medical services as planned by the division were · 
more than adequate9 as were medical evacuation facilities. During 
sharp engagements when friendly casualties were heavier, helicopters 
from the division's lift battalions were utilized extensively for 
evacuation. Thie 9 however 9 is a planned adjunct to the evacuation' 
capability. The division's tactical S-0-P 9 indeed, the airmobile ccinc~pt 
requires extensive use of lift aircraft for evacuation as well as' logi.etical 
back-haul. The reaction time for medical evacuation by the air ambu1.linc·e 
platoon wa~ sometimes increased during the initial stages of airmobile 
assaults due to lack of farlliliarity by medical evacuation pilots with the 
pick-up and landing zones being used by specific units. It was found by 
having air ambulance ships follow major troop lift formations during 
initial assaults, pilots were quickly oriented and able to provide , 
speedy evacuation to the initial assault elements during that critic.al 
period. · ' 

I; ,, 

(5) Casualty reporting as a whole was excellent, btit 
difficulties were met when the division operated at extended distances 
and when the lines of communication ~ere overburdened. This problem was 
overcome by the use of air couriers and by placing personnel from ther ;AG. 
Casualty Reporting Section directly with the brigades. The problem since 
has been more fully resolved by establishing a secure Radio-Teletfpe 
station at division rear casualty reporting. The station operates on 'the 
D-7 Administrative/Logistics neto The forward casualty reporting tea.ma, 
located with the forward support element at brigade, have ready access·. 
to this secure communications system. ''~ 
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140 SP~IAL EQUIPMENT AND TECHNIQ,UEh. Because of the uniqueness 
of the initial contact between a US airmobile force and North Vietnamese 
regular army uni ts, virtually every phase of the campaign and ev.ery facet 
of combat movement 9 combat support and administrative support represented 
a new technique in this particular environment. Following a;re .. the ones 
that would seem most significanto 

a. Throughout the campaign, aerial fire support was used to 
repulse enezjr attacks at night. In most instances no promin:ent terrain 
feature existed that could be used as a reference to mark the .friendly 
positions. The use of C-ration cans, ammo boxes or artillery ~8.l'l1listers 
filled with sand and saturated with fuel provided a simple method of 
marking the trace of friendly positions. The containers were emplaced 
around the perimeter and ignited on order by using a wire to·. ingni te a 
trip flare positioned over the container. 'l'he necessary fuel was delivered 
to the unit when it was resupplied at its night location. 

/ 
b. The technique of vectoring of aerial rocket artillery was 

refined during the campaign. The most effective procedure developed 
was to select a distinct terrain feature and give the pilot an azimuth 
and direction from that lopation. In the absence of distinct terrain 
features, smoke grenades were used. Similarly, the night marking techr!.­
iques used for tactical air also were employed in vectoring aerial artillery 
ships. 

c. The use of airmobile techniques in providing clos.e,, continuous 
artillery support in mass to widely separated infantry units, and without 
regard to convential terrain considerations, received and passed the combat 
test. In connection with the use of artillery, a number of tecl:miques 
were deyeloped that merit discussion. 

(1) Simultaneous ground and aerial observation. In·rugged 
or heavily wooded terrain ground observers frequently encounter diff­
iculty in locating and adjusting the initial rounds. The aerial observer 
cannot always see the target. If both observers are monitoring· the same 
radio frequency, desired results are most efficiently obtained by com­
bining the capabilities of both observers. 'l'he aerial observer "walks in" 
the adjusting fires until the ground observer can assume control1for the 
close-in-adjustment. 

(2) Adjustment of illumination. Frequently close-in def­
ensive fires must be adjusted under illuminating rounds. A technique 
was developed to greatly reduce the expenditure of illuminating and HE 
marking rounds. The.observer reques~ and adjusts the illumination in 
the normal manner except that he announces "best light" to the Fire 
Direction Center when the round best illuminates the target. The F-D-C 
controls the firing so the adjusting rounds impact at the time previously 
determined to be the "best light". 

(3) Artillery in support of ground movement. During this 
campaign this technique was re-discovered. Operations revealed the pot­
ential of artillery in dispersing or preventing possible ambushes and 
assisting personnel to maintain direction while moving through dense 
terrain. The use of artillery fires to probe suspected enemy positions 
permits friendly forces to gain definite intelligence with minimum ex­
posure to personnel. For units moving through dense jungle the use of 
air bursts was helpful in maintaining a "fix" on location and direction. 

(4) The importance of having mutually supporting artillery 
positions became evident during this campaign when two artillery. emplace­
ments were attached simultaneously. When an emplacement is surrounded by 
dense vegetation the 105mm howitzer cannot be used in the direct fire role 
without causing casualties to troops on the perimeter. On several occasions 
in order to attain proper mutual support, it was necessary to organize an 
artillery battalion into four "skinny" batteries instead Qf the customary 
three~ 
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d.. Deceptive air reconnaissance. Exc.eseive reconnaiesiinee of 
a proposed landing zone is a sure signal to the enemy. One techriiquet 
used with apparent success was to fly past the area of interest dn:·e:~ "· 
high pass, to a distance of 5-to~iLO kilometers and then return past ·:"the 
area at a low altitude, from a different direction. '· •.::.·· ':.· 

eo Reconnaissance by fire, Particularly during the pursuit of 
the 33d N-V-A Regiment from PLEI ME to CHU PONG it was found that re­
connaissance-by-fire in open or semi-vegetated areas is a valuable' air'· 
cavalry technique. Scout helicopters, during one period, ini tiated(reOon­
by-fire in 105 instances, and received return fire from the ground ~7: 
times. These areE:S were then fixed and provided lucrative targets fort 
aerial artillery and tactical air strikes, if not for infantrymaneixver 
elements operating in the area. The ability to flush out hidden·teneln;r 
elements was a large factor in the fragmentation and destruction 'of' the 
33d Regimento A refinement of this technique put the cavalry squadron's· 
riflemen aloft in an "Eagle Flight" or airborne reaction force able to 
respond at once when the scouts found a target. The capture of the 1 N-V-A 
hospital on 1 November was a prime example of this technique. ··, 

f. Reconnaissance in force. This technique, employed by the 
division's sky cavalry squadron, was particularly effective on se:Vera.1 
occasions during the campaigno Most noteworthy was the action on 3 · 
November on the Cambodian border. When combined with an instantly­
responsive airmobile infantry reaction force, the t.echni,que demonstrated 
itsworth beyond question. During the action of 3 November, it was iilso 
proved that a perimete.;;.under fire at night could be reinforced.by heli­
copters. This was done by means of violent fire from the perimeter i~­
self, along with close-in (50 meters) rocket fires from aerial r6cketi 
ships just prior to the setting down of lift ships. The violence of'the 
fires prevented the enemy from reacting, not only when the lift ships were 
unloading troops, but while they were loading wounded for a medical evac­
uation back-haul. 

g. Counter-sniper action. Pre-planned, systematic small•arms 
fires by personnel on the F-E-B-A, with emphasis on saturation of"trees 
in bushes in the fire zone had the salutary effect of killing tree-climbing 
snipers and discouraging infiltrators 9 particularly when the fires were 
delivered at first light. Additionally, a "mad minute" can aid ih pre.:. 
maturely triggering enemy assaults, ihus rendering them more vulnerable 
to defensive fires. 

h. ~arget detection and de~truction. Operations by the division 
in the PLEIKU arearefined a previously tested technique of detecting and 
xeacting to enemy targets of opportunity. The D-T-0-C received direct 
S-L-A-R and infra-red (I-R) reports from the aerial surveillance and 'target 
acquisition platoon (OV-1 Mohawk) and U-S-A-F,1;19'1µ'ces, plus reports from 
the Radio Research Unit. These reports were e.t"aluated immediately ~d 
were reacted to as follows: 

(1) Information on any target confirmed in the vicinity'of 
maneuver elements was passed on to the controlling brigade headquarters. 
The brigade reacted by maneuvering forces to engage the target, by firing 
artillery, by directing supporting tactical air strikes, or by any com.:.: 
bination of these actions. 

(2) If a target was of no immediate threat to maneuver 
elements, the D-T-0-C recorded the target for strike by close air support 
aircraft which had Tun out of stay-time over the tactical zone. If within 
range, it also was scheduled for H&I artillery fires. During the per'io'd 
18-22 November, for example, 22 targets were recorded. Thirteen of these 
were engaged by T-A-C air resulting in four secondary explosions in ·adcfi tion 
to the destruction of military structures. On four occasions the' ai~ra.ft 
drew return ground fire. This technique is ideal for use in sparsely rpop­
ulated areas, which allow freedom in the use of tactical air and artfffer,y. 
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i. Tree climbing techniques. During the campaign many units 
placed infantry and artillery observers in trees to improve observation. 
Although tree climbers work fine~ few are available in a tactical zone, 
and so an expedient was devised. Two short lengths of rope were used. 
One section was passed around the tree and held in each hand. The second 
length was tied to each boot after being passed around the trunk, leaving 
about 12-20 inches between the boots. By using the two ropes in conjunct­
ion with the knees 9 even inexperienced climbers could easily negotiate a 
tall tree. 
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15. ADVISOR/COMMA.NDER ANALYSISi 

a. Lessons learned. 

(1) Many friendly casual ties have been caused by:,:punji 
stakes; by snipers firing from trees; and by lead elements tripJ>:ing 
booby traps. The use of two~mB.n. teams operating -on the "buddy''ists..tem 
greatly reduced the occurrence. of these incidents. One man va!l:c'hea 
primarily for punji stakes and.bOoby traps, while his buddy searches 
the trees and the area.to the.{ront and flanks for snipers. :: 

(2) Search ~d destroy opera'f;ions· where the enemy•1and 
innocent civilians are intermingled cont;nues to present problems.· 
If an operation is imri,linent, women and children normally will hide in 
holes for protection ~ainst art~llery an~. small arms. In ai'e&S'l"here 
it is suspected that innocent personnel are inv:olved, a recommended 
solutiOn is to have Vietnamese interpreters c_all into holes before i 
clearing them. Smoke and/or C-S is effective in clearing holes and 
tunnels, where small arms are not particularly suited. .i 

(3) Experience indicates that troop landings .for search 
and destroy operations should beg~n, when. feasible, on high ground and 
extend ·toward blocking forces 19cated at the base of the hills .• ·;The 
downward movement preserves the strength of personnel, allows for ,.complete 
coverage of the terrain and prevents the enemy from using the .. hilJ:s as an 
escape area. 

(4) Pathfinders shoµld always be included in the ini.tial 
lifts into landing zones to assWiie responsibility for navigat!i.onil1 ... 
assistance and L-Z control. The pathfinders are particularly' use'ful 
in directing the aircraft into. and out of the 1,.-Z between enemy ab.d; · :· 
friendly fires, both during daylight hours and in darkness. The path­
finders are. equipped with beacons to assist in night resupply ·andia:J;"e 
also used as a reference for U-S-A-F flare ships in support ,of night 
tactical operations. 

(5) Despite the fact that many aircraft receive hits:·by 
enemy ground fire when flying at low altitudes, experience indic.ates that 
there are times when the best chance to successfully complete a mission is 
when assault altitude (50 feet ab9olute or lower) is used. The situations 
which favor the use of ~ssaul t altitude are: ·v. · 

(a) When weather limits a.J,titude to less than 21000 
feet absolute heighto 

(b) Minimum restriction to friendly support 'fire:iis 
desired. 

(c) Maximum surprise is required. 

(d) Vector control aircraft are available. 

(6) When aircraft from many units must be pooled to execute 
a mass lift as well as several ancillary missions, it is best to execute 
a mass lift initially and then allow specific units to revert to their 
separate missions. F.xcept when cogent reasons dictate contrary actions, 
it is especially important that air assault be accomplished by a mimimum 
number of multiple lifts, scheduled into the landing zone at the maximum 
rate that the L=Z will accomodate. These procedures greatly reduce the 
exposure time of aircraft and assure placing maximum combat power on the 
L~Z in the minimum time, while providing the enemy with the least chance 
to r eac t to the landing. 

(7) Density altitudes in excess of 3,000 feet reduce cons­
iderably the maximum allowable loads. For example, a CH-47 departing 
AN KHE {1,500 feet) to QUI NHON (sea level) can safely transport 9,000 
pounds. The same aircraft departing AN KHE to PLEIKU (2, 500 feet) can 
safely transport only 7,000 poundso All aircraft loads for divisional 
aircraft had to be recomputed for each area of: operations and the info­
mation disseminated. This became a particular problem when UH-lD loads. • 
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were recomputed, reducing the infantry loads from seven to five combat 
troops. 

(6) Time is the essence when helicopters are loading or 
unloading under enemy fire. Vehicles which are loaded in a secure area 
and are destined for a "hot" landing zone, should be backed into the '· 
aircraft for a speedy exit. Vehicles picked up at a "hot" pick-~p ~one 
should be driven on forwards for speedy loading. · · 

(9) The importance of having supplies pre-palletized c~ot 
be over-emphasized. For example, the normal loading time for 200 rc;unda 
of 105mm howitzer ammunition into aCH-47 was about one hour. Th~ a.ame 
load on 4-by-4 pallets could have been loaded internally in 20 m~nutes, 
The same load in a cargo net, could have been moved in minutes when.: · · 
slung externally.. Because both UH-lD and CH-47 aircraft can slillg 1c;>ad, 
the pre-palletizing is limited to 1,200 pounds per pallet, thus S:lfo,V,ing 
flexibility in scheduling retail deliveries to smaller uni ts. · ··· 

{~' ~ 

'.'.. 1,.; :~1 L ~·! . 

b. Civil Affairs. The lat Air Cavalt'Y' Division, since arriving 
in the Republic of Vietnam, has had a firm policy of treating civil affairs/ 
civic action as a vital adjunct to combat actions. The PLEIKU Campaign 
was no exception to this standing procedure. A:ll division, brige,,de, and 

.~.A ', • ' 

battalion operation plans and orders contained civil affairs annexes .,t~t 
. .. ' . J ~ - ' 

spelled out in detail all available intelligence concerning the ~liigent 
population, in addition to plans for handling the people affected'·bi:~~'ombat 

·L . • 

actions. 

Approximately 2,700 refugees from VC dominated villages were taken. 
to the new LB THANH District Headquarters, where a new village had.been 
established. This movement, from four locations and, in many oases,'. with 
farm animals and household goods, required a total of 40 sorties by Ci"'47 
helicopters. Food and clothing was drawn by the division from Un~t~d~:~,, 
States Operations Mission and distributed at the refugee ca.mp. In 'd~ition, 

. ,:.!' .. · ,, ,JI ·· ..... d ., 

600 other residents of PLEIKU Province were given medical assist~oe,.,, . 
daily sick calls and several thousand pounds of rice that had been captUred 
from the enemy were distributed to the hungry. The medical supplies 
captured at the N-V-A hospital were in turn given to the hospital in 
PLEIKU and the dispensary in AN KHE. 

c. Psychological 'Warfare. • Th.e division made extensive U:se of. 
pay war tea.ms attached to the division or made available th:rough II Corps. 
In one case, the cavalry squadron followed up a combat action with a 
leaflet drop within hours of initial. contact. LQudspeakeJ:' system~, mo,unted 
on helicopters, were utilized urging the enemy to give up. In._niany oases 
the voices were provided by surrendered N-V-A personnel. 

' -

., . 
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16. SUMMA.RY. During the period 23 October to 25 November 1965, 
elements of the 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) supported by U-S-A-F 
and other US Army Units and in cooperation with A-R-V-N forces, con­
ducted a highly successful campaign against major enemy forces in PLEIKU 
Province. This campaign destroyed major elements of three N-V-A regiments 
and had the strategic importance of interrupting the planned future oper­
ation of the N-V-A in the central highland region of Vietnam. 

The PLEIKU Campaign was the first real combat test of the First 
Team" as a unit, and for the airmobile concept. The results clearly 
indicate that both came through with flying colors. 
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