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1. This after totiou :aport lu-urhu ocombat aotions of the lst

T Ouvalry Divisicn snd supporting units during Opersticn MASUSR and
. WING 2% Jan - 6 Mer 66, Division w:ﬂmmhiﬁ;tﬂhmn

- 1ay 10, The operational ares.

to Feld Forve Yistnen OFLAX 3.66 ) received om 22 Jan 66. The
area of operations is shown cfi-the*152%0;000 map seotion attached as Onaai-«
the northeastemn ~oriion of Binh

somprises
Dinh Provines.. mmmtmum-mumnmm

‘Distriot coestal mmtofmsmﬂhmn-m

Platn
.;v.nq (naum.tmz) southeart of Bong Some
2, Heedquarters 1st Givalzy Division vas the agmtzel he

tcrthnoowsﬂ:m. homymmemouhlbjerw}lmﬂ. 0,

Kimnard, During $he pericd 25 Jan = 2 Feb 66, Division control was exsr=

~~j‘;?can¢\vthomw¢!nmhlhhunMsrmWmdnrcolml_.

‘Wi1ltam A, Becker; Assistant Division Commander. On 5 Peb 66 the Diviaion
: ¥adn OP beome ‘operational in the Bong Scn ares u:‘d remained in that loos=

i .__J'_leohl.&mt —am

maumnqu.n.nmu ~ Division .
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- 00, 11mlvmiu¢nm
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== 00, Divigion Artillery
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SrasEons oumopuummm&m(mm:; 1966
14 0o, Bobart J. Malley * - -- 00, 8th Hagr Bn
1t Gl Jobn D, Wnite - -0 -
18 Col Bobty B, lang -~ = G2
1o Ooi Barl K. Buchsn -3
It Col Benjamin S, Silver | s G4
L% Col Robert J. Crain - 35

3+ Task organisation and major chenges during the Bomg Son campaisn
weres . 4

se Oeneral, Noomgauomnmm«lmmm
m status of major mwsnio units followas

: (1) 6th Bn; 14tk Arty (1750m/8" How) vas detached effective
1 h‘b €6 and returned to FFORGEV contxrol.

(2) Unita prwimly sttached or QPOCN umo-m :-n-t
)

34 Bn, l&th Aedy (8" ﬂw/l'lSﬂ ap) —ma"h'qnd
ml?SnBtvvmdoplowodtothoomuonanm G'M
_ remained at Az Khe for base defense,

"B* Biy, 29th Arty (s-muwn) == an average of 4
Wm deployed h tho operational area.

1ommwmmmmumw*mm

| mmwnmdmnuuuummummmnunm
’otinm. : .

i

191-tnﬂnot mmm m/c:mummm

m p]m iupport for Division G2,

17th Awn Co (CV-2) remained .tmh.a %o mum- Suppors
Oo-na ‘as 412 the 478th Avn Co (Hv Helloopter CE-54).

- (3) 24 Ba, 17%h Avty (105an Towed) which is attached to this
Mﬁ.uumuuddnnngwtion MASHER /MHITR VING o provide Gemeral

- Suppers for the ARVE Atrborne Erigede. This mission was pexformed from
27 Jan through 20 Peb 66, .

(4) 1t Bn, wmw (155m How, towed) (nduns one bastery)
was attached to 1st Cavalry Division Artillery aad given a General Support
ﬂ.utouomdngﬂlm“mmtmmmﬁlthoddthmﬁm.

: be Wot&mmi:.ﬁwudwuw-mmmmt
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SUBJECTs Combat Operstions After Aotion Report (ROS MAGY J}/}Z)

1/12 Car . : _ 2/19 Arty (D8)

2/12 Cav ' 2d Bde }
1t Sqdn, 9th Oav (=) _ 1/5 Cav b

Ava Gp (=) (Spt) | C 2f5.0 ‘

1/21 Arty (DS) (Reinf as vequired) /77 Arty (D9)

* Co C, 8th Hugr Bn
* Plat (-), 545 WP Co
* IPW/CI Ta, 151 MI Det

* Tm, 4lsb L

* Sig Spt Tm, Uo A, 13th Sig Ba
* Tn, 54th Inf Det (Surv Redar) . ,
* Tu, USAP Weather Det | L
* Avd Spt Elm, Spt Cmd (Spt)’

* This grouping is normal for each committed brigade and viu' not be in-
cluded in subsequent btrigade task organization listings.

410 Fab PHASE JII ,
Bong Sop Arves of Operations  Ap Xhe Bage/TACR Opepetions
23 Bde » ’ 1st Bde |
1/5 Cav 1/8 Cav ' ' |
é/s Cav - . 2f8 Cay . o
2/12 Cav o - j 2/19 Arty (D3)
(1/17 Arty (28) ‘
34 Bae
1/7 Cev
2/7 Cav
1/12 Cav
1/2 Acty V
P
3 ‘
o
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Beng Son-Area of Opezationa L Ao Khe Base/TACR Operaticng

R ﬂm‘ ,
1/5 Oav
2/5 Ouv
2/12 Cavy
| 1/77 Aty (03)
. 34 Bae
2/7 Car
1/12 Oav
lat 3qtn, 9th Bav (<) (CPXH)
/21 Arty (08)
' -+ (17-28 o)
Bong Son Area of Onarationa
' lst Bas
i :‘1/3 c,,
" 2f8 Car
1/12 Cav
2/19 Axry (28)
. 24 Bde
15 Car
2/5 Cav
2/12 Cav
1/77 Arty (28)

o B  '.~»_
m'm . ’ LN .
Vsom 1

lat Bde
1/8 Cer
2/8 Cav
2/19 Arty. (08)

" 5 Bee
1/1 Cav
. 2/7 Oav
1/ Arty (08)
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gg?m: Combat Operation After Action Repors (RCS MACV J;/;Su 1966 .
1/6 Oav - , 34 Bde
2/8 Car ' 1/7 Cav
A Trp, 1/9 Cav (GPOOK) - . 2/7 00 ..
1/71 Axty (+) -(08) Ty ke (09)

4+ Supporting Forces.

s The Capital RK lnfaﬁtry Division mppoéw these operations
w -—

(1) Security of the primary Ground Line of Cossumication
(0100) (Hwy 1) from Qui Ehon to Fhu Ly,

(2) Securityof the forward supply point (Division and Qui
Won Support Area) and airoraft lasger ares vioinity Pou Cat nm. Renge,

(3) Asguned responsibility for seourity of Hwy 19 to the
west side of the Deo Mang (An Khs) Pass.

(4) Tus effectiveness of these opmtim was monm insofar
as their effeot on Divieion operaticns was oonoermed,

b, 224 Infantry Division (ARVE) supported operations by =-
Q) Seouring Hwy 1 from Pm Ly north into the Bong Son aresa,

A (2) Securing Division and Qui Ruon Suppart Azes (1st 2og
Command) supply bases in the Bong Son ares.

(3) Gonduoting offensive operations and blooking missions
vithin sone in coordination with Division operations. Principel units eme
pioyed in acoomplishment of these operations were the 40th and {lst Regi-
nents. On 17 Fob a VX Marine Task Force was attached to 224 Inf Div and
assumed security mission in that portion of the coastal plain northeast
of Bom Son initially cleared Yy the ARVN Airbome Brigade, 224 Div units
conduoted 31 sompany and 35 battalion or laxger sisze opsrations in acoomp-
lishing their missions. Overlay 1 shows the principal arees of operation
. and tactical operations direotly coordinated with lgt Air Onvalry Division.

The results of operations by 222 ARVN Diviston are Lnolmld in the sumsary
of oparations attached as Inclosare 1. .

(4) = 224 ARVN Divigion sccomplishmant of assigned missions
in support of Divimion operations is oonsidered excellent. Thare vere
no atteoks or ambushes on Route 1 during the ehtire period. IThare were
" no attacks on Pivision installations in the Bong Son area exosps for cne
- instance otﬁ-lOranndaotSO-mtar ﬁnuﬂ’ob“vﬂcbumm
in minor damage and- 3 WIA,

0. ARVE Airborne Brigade oonducted ssarch and destray operations
in the area north of Bong Son and east of Hwy 1 from 28 Jan until relieved
and vithdrawn during the period 17 - 21 Feb 66. The Airborme Brigade seo-
tor and looations of principal operstions are shown on Overlay 2. Resalts
of opsrations are summeriwed in Inolosure 2, ARVE Airborne Srigade opers~
tions oontrituted signiffomntly to the effectiveness ot D!.vuiou m&ﬁou
dur:l.u Opcut:l.on MASHER, - _

e i oy
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SUBJEC?s Comdat Operations After Action Report (RCS MAGV J}/}z

‘de IIT Marine Amphivious Porce (TF Delta, Operation DOUBLE EAGLE)
operetions in southern Quang Nai Province were ocordinated with Divieiom
operations during the period 3 = 15 Feb 66, ldaison officers were exchanged
betveen the Division and TF Delta on 3 Feb, Marine operations consisted of |
entry into the ncrthern portion of An leo Valley and along the Quang Ngai/ .
Binh Dinh Province boundaries to dlook northemn exits from the Divigion
ares of operations. No diffioulty in coordination or fire support was ene .
oountered and thege operations are considered to have enhanced the ottoo-
tiveness of Division operations. (Befer to Overlay 3).

e. Qi Mion Support Area, 1st Log Command established forward
uuml.y points looated with Division logistioal installations at P Cat -
24 Jan - 18 Wb and moving to Bong Son 19 Feb., The J8A forward supply
points and the FPORCEV Combined Traffic Center rendered cutstanding sup-
port to this Division during the oaspaign. (Rafer to Overlsy 3).

£, USAP Taotioal Air support provim 600 sorties in support of ]
Division opsrations in the Bong Som campaign. Of these 390 were preplaxned |
and 210 were immediste request missions. A1l Tasc Alr requests were sud- - ‘
nitted through DASC Alfs, Hha Trang. Prsplammed requests wers submitted
Yy Aray commmnioations (land 1ine) and inmediate requests were sobmittved |
- hy Mr Joroe radio nets. Resotion time for immediate requests sversged - |
15 « 30 nimtes. Operational dsta on missions end effectiveness is imoluded
in Inclosure 1, - . e '
'Co Xaval Gunfire, {

(1) The following .up- m podt.‘.m.d % nmt mnu.nn

 opesationss - S
28 Jan - 5 Teb _ USS Mason
30 Jen = 3 Jan : USS Sheltom
30 Jan - 1 Yo s Qcleck '
-7 Pob = 8 Yo ; ~ U3S Barxd ;
28 ¥Yob - 3 Mar © USS Orleok S {
3 Mo - 4 Max | USS Bpruston

(2) Mifty-seven missions vere fired ‘totalling 3213 rounds.

(3) ANCLICO pcrnnmol were muuo %0 this Division from
FRORCEV Advance OPoo-looaudvith thnluviuon o,

5. Intelligeoce. ' o ' !
8o Opwm MASHERS ) o o
: (1) Intelligence Summary. Prior to TE? Holidsys, 21-24 Jan,
indications were that the 18th XVA Regt hed moved to .
Tra O lake, ER 9802 to oelebrate the holidays. Ag this Rogt and the 2nd

¥C had left Binh Dinh together for action in Quang Ngai, there vas & pos-
sibllity that mmwmw-:-mawm»mmnm
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SUBJECTs Combas Operetions Arter Action Report (RCS MAGV J3/32)

.area. Becguse of the abaence of information the 2nd VC had contimmed to

be onrried in Quang Ngal, Three unidentified, unconfirmed battalion aighte
ings were reported in the MASHER area, tvwo on 4 Jan and three on 11 Jan,
indicating some type of redistridution of forces was being undertaken.,
Additionally two other Main Force Battalions, unidentified, were reported
in the ares of operatioms.

(2) lnemy Strength and Disposition Anticipated. Enexy strengths
and identifications at the Leginning of Operation MASHER were as followss
¥With the exception of the D21 Looal Forsce Co which is normally caxried in
the area, the identification of other unita reported, was not known., After
the 17 and 18 Jan engageuent Yetwean ARVN and the 6th Bn, Quyet Thang (AKA
Sth Bn/18th Regt) South of Fin. Ou Paes vioinity of BA 9085, it was felt
that the Division would prodaily be fao the remaining clements of the

Quyet Thang or the 24 VC (AKA Quyet Chien). Various reports from Hosi Rbon
Distriot Police through Binh Dinh Seotor Advisor indicated the exiatence
of approximately 3 unidensi ™ed NVA Tatialiuus with an ontimated strength
8: 2000 inoluding uupport t:oora. The disposition wes a8 depioted on
.!1” 4

(3) Rusuy streagth eacountered Dsl (27 Jan 66) in the Operation
MASHER ares began, following a dooepti.ve phuo lasting m- 24 thrw 27 Jan,
in the vicinity of Dam Tra O, _
(a) During the four days, 27-;1Jm, the following
onuv units with strengths indiocated were encountered, ldsntifications
vere ohtumd ﬂnwch pwi.aonor interrogations and cpldhﬁ.on of dooumn.
B Quyet Tan Staff % .
A = Military o
B - Polittoal = - - -

C = Hear Services

AN Coupany 120
74h Bn 500
9th In 500
. Other Support Units 540

{(b) The Quyet Tam Regt (AKA 224 Regt) was a relatively
‘new NVA unit which had 'reviously been reported im Quang Ngal Province.
From interrogations it was determined that this unit had infiltrated from
NVE, through Gim Lei Frovinca tc the Kim Son Valley (BR 7679) and thence
to Qumg Ngai for operations, It was assumsd that the 8%h Battalion was
also in the are howsver division units had no contect with it. The die-
position of units is carried on Owerla.y Se

{4) losscs - vith the taild up of frisndly forces in the ares
of Opcra.tiona, the enenmy began a withdrswal in a westerly and northwesterly
direction characterised by fiarce defense of suspected headquarters areas
mdiuporhntinatnllaﬁmsunllumgmrduﬂoatomtwot
the NVA Bastalions-siong vith their wounded. The following ensxy losses
were acoounted for during Operation MASHERs - = )

. et

—————
.
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SUBJEGT:  Oombat Operations After Action Report (»os maov 11/32)

1
K (80) " 603 ‘ {
l

KIa (Bor) 956 !
VIA (B9F) 357 - S
voc %42 - : o
ves 4%

The enemy, by breskins oontect and dispersing in small’
groups, intermingling with the population snd moving at night and during
bad weather, aveided further contsct. His estimated routes of withirswal
and final disposition are shown on Overlay 6.

" (5) Terrain, The terrain consisted of a ocastal plain with
mountains to the weat and scuth. Acrial photographs of typioal texrain i
within the area of oporationc are attached at the end of this report.

(6) Inpm of friendly operations on the wmexy, 7wo Battalions |
of the Quyet Tam Regt, 7th and 9th plus unidentified support elemsnts, were
. remdered ineffective as a remult of Operation MASHER. 7The long range remults

of loss of equipment, psrmonne), and preatige will be difficult to overcoms
snd further task his ovchmlmod infiltration aystens

b Opmtim VAITE wmc.

‘ {1) Intelligencs Summarys At the completion of Operation

MASHER on -3 ~ 4 Feb 66 the Division was faced with the following ohoicess
Contime to pursure the eneny, who it was felt had exfiltrated the MASHER
area in & northwesterly and westerly direction; undertake operations in .
the Kinm Song Valley or initiate a campaigm down-ihe oodst south of the .
Song lei Oiang Biver, The presence of Task Force Delta, III MAFY in SE :
Quang Ngai Province set the stege for a combined let Gw/lh:d.no Operation
in northeastern Binh Dinh Province with particulsr emphasis on attempting
to looate and destroy emeny units which had sucoessfully escaped from the :
Cozstal Plain into the An Lao Valley and hills betwean. Although the enemy . |
strength and disposition was unimown prior to Operation WHITE WING it was
folt that a major effort in ths An lao Valley would be worth while sinoe
the area had long bean known as & major VO North to South logistical
communiocations route and containod many rice caches and resupply points for
' V0 militaxy units. Rapeated firing at airoraft indioated the presence of
unlmown hostile forees in and near the An Lao Valley. Reportedly the Seo
Yang Headquarters was in the high ground to the north of the valley.

(2) Eaeny sicength and disposition saticipated: One battalion
plus servioe troops and aamritytrooyatorhupim, reaxr nrdoomﬂ
di-triot hesdquarters, Sao Vang.

. S i

Rneay KIA () © 11 R / ,

Buexy KTA (BST) 18 ' '
Voo S 25

vos - 267

Individual ¥ne 10
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SUBJECTs Combat Operations After Aotion Heport (KCS MACV J3/32) : J

(5) Impagt of friendly operations on the cnemys Division
operations in and arcund An Lao Valley were ths firat since ths arsa was
‘lost to the VC by ARVN in December of 1964, The psychological effect gained

. through Jnowing thaet friendly forces can enter and sorutinise VC controlled
‘areas "at will" cannot be overlooked. In eddition to the KIA.count, a . .
large smount of rice was taken in the operation and much valusmble intelli-
gence wag gained which oen be utilised in future operations. The operation
succeeded in throwing the enemy off balance, disrupting his movements, and
added -to -the general turmoil experienced hy. the VO during current operations.
Four thousand five hundred Vietnamese elected to coms out of the valley to
avoid VO control, The adverss offect on enemy forces will have a long
lasting effeat in that area,

o. Operation WHITE WING (EAGLES CLAW)

(1) Intelligence summery: Prior to Division operations into
the area dbounded by ooordinates BR 6067, B3 6000, CH 0667, it was known
that the Kim Son Valley served as a rest area for regimental-sise units
and that it was a part of the VC infiltration route system in Binh Dinh
Provinoe. DBecause of the contimuous sovement into and cut of the arsa and
ite use as & staging ares, many unit identifiocations were associated with
the looale, but the momentary extent and disposition of forces was hasy. .

(2) Enemy strength sntioipateds It was felt that one main
force regiment, poesibly the 210th VC, was established in the Xim Son
Valley area. Other units believed in the arsa inoluded one local force
company and possibly one or two main force battalions. SPAR reports
during the periocd prior to cperations strongly indicated the presence of
& divisional or high control hesdquarters in the aresa., Ons other major
unit, the Quyet Thang (AKA 18th NVA) Regt was carried eaust of Hwy 1 with
the reported intention of returning to the Kim Son area. ' It was oonoluded
that the enemy would attempt to withdraw his major foroes from the area,
covered by an aggressive delaying sction, . It was believed that enemy unite
fleeing from the An lao Valley could possibly have sntered the Kim Son area.

* See Overlay 7.

(3) Enemy strength encountereds

(a) On the 11th of February, the 3d Bde commenced
operations in the Kim Son area followed a few days later by the 2d Bde,
Aotivity for the first several days consisted of company and smaller sisze
" engagements. On 15 Feb contast was made with elementa of the lst Bn,
Qiyet Chien Regt (AKA 9%d Bn, 2nd VC Regt) which resulted in substuntial
enemy losses snd capture of a VC Bn Comssnder. IMbllowing the action, heavy
contact with elements believed to be from the lat and 2nd Bns plus the pos-
sible headquarters of the Qayet Chien Regt (AKA 2nd VC) ocontimued in the
“Iron Triangle" ares (BR 774760, 774756, T77758) and vicinity of BR 7374 un-
%l 21 Peb, when after a B-52 strike, the VG broke contact and are believed
~ to have withdrawn to the West.

(v) On the 23rd of February the lst Bde made contact along
the hi?h ground west of Hwy 1(BR 8681) with elements of the 4th Bn, Quyet
Thang (AKA 7th Bn, 18th NVA) Regt, who had orcssed the highway from the-
kast. Sporadic contact in the area ocontinued through 27 ¥eb, and as of
that time, it was felt that the entire Quyet Thang Regt (AKA 18th HVA) was \
4in the ares, with its 4th (AKA Tth) and Sth (AXA 8th) Battalions west of the ‘-
highway and the 6th {AKA 9th) Battalion sast of Hvy 1. The Quyet Theng Begt
suffered the loss of most of its heavy weapons capability during this sngage-
+ See Overlay 8. : : }

e e e e e, e =} e
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(s) The following units were identified with the strengths '
indioated during the operational phases i

Seo Vang "A" (rilitexy).. - - Unk
Sac Vang "B" (Political) o o 1.
Sao Vang "C" (Rear Jarvice) Unk [ |
704 Signal Oo o 06 |
706 AM Oo 128 |
200th Ba , ’ 420 '
Lien Tien 10 ("D" Bn Mobile Hospital) 00
F106 Bn | 00 {
let Bn, Quyes Chien (AKA 23 VG Regt) .
24 Bn, et Cnien : O o
17¢h Morter Co, duyet Thang (AKA 16th Begs) = 140 f
16th R Oo, Quyet Thang 8

4th Ba, Quyet Thang ' 400

. The Sso Vang organization dnnlopod W Division opor.ﬁ.onl :
mm/mm. WING is at Innlosure 2,

(4) Enemy lossea for operatione "WHITE WIRGY (m CLAW) as
of 281800 Yeb 66 {1ess An Lac Valley Opmuon).

KIA (B0) - 709
KIa (B9?) .. 'T60 ’l
WIA (B97) . 978
- ¥oC 32
yos 259
Ind Wpna 154
Crew Served Wms 46 .P
Mo (doun) 10 Radtos ' '

(5 Ilput of operation WHITE WING (BAGLE'S CLAW) on the snesmys |
Division operations in the Kim Son area have had the following impact om
ensmy oapabilities in esastern Binh Iinh Provinoss

(a) In addition to the loss of over 1469 personnel killed
mﬂemhd,ninforoomnhnohodﬁmirhm 8 strength ro=
duced mbstantially by the loss of 6 «~T%m RE, 13 AA guns Exo 12,7 and 3 =
50 oal), snd the disclomura mtmwtmmmmmorm
82 mortars oombat effective,

10
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" (b) Based upon confirmed end estimated personnel and equip-
mnt louu. ‘the following units ere now carried as combat ineffective:s

—— A ——————

. Unidentified support elements of 704th and 'IDSHA 00'|
' of 3a0 Veng Division. ‘

|

b Co, Ss0. Vmg Division e e e s a‘u :
lstBn, szotm«xnogt(m%rdnn. andW) . T
fig, 4th (AKA Tth), Mortar Co, and 75- ER G, mm ‘
fnang (AKA 18th NVA) Regt. _ ‘

E

(o) Faemy dispositions carried as of 28 Peb 66 i- dmun
on Overlay 9.

d. Operation uurrm wmo/mcx 'HORSE,

(1) Intolligonco summary. From i.ntorroga.tion of oaptives fm-
the Quyot Thang Regt (AKA 18th NVA), informstion from the local populace, . -
and reports from a Hurricane Team that had been sent into the area 72 hours
prior to H-Hour it was believed that at least one MVA n and perhaps one looal|
foros ocompany were :I.n the ¥ Chop Ghujﬂon Cao hill mass (BE 9493) east of '

Hvy 1o

: . (2) lheny strength antioipatod. The Gth (AXA 9th) Ba of the
Quyet Thang Hegiment and one unidentified looal force company were expected
. to be encountered. The remaindsr of the Quyet Thang Regiment, the 4th Bn
lnd 5th Bn, were believed to be west of Hyy 1 and could poasibly be employed
a reinforoing role in support of the 6th Bn., It was oconcluded that the
‘cnny uould uttoupt to avoid oontact with friendly forces and exfiltrate tho

pres.

(a) mxuarohwzdnuntukeammncmpm/
Hon Ouo areas 1/6 Cav reoeived a prove (30 - 40 VC) vie Ubj 100 at 1830.
During the next four days operations oontinued with results ss shown in |
par (b) below. It is believed that guerilla foroes were sncountered. ¥o |

fidmﬂ.tiahh units were ehocuntered, .
ot 6 M 661 '(b) Eneay Losses for Opmﬁ.en WIS wm/m.wx HORSE es |

KIA (BC) 19

KIa (Es?) ‘12 _

Vs (mST) 13’ )

vee -

vc3 | 102

| 6D WS s
MISC 'u,éoo Pmm-

(o) Information received from the looal populsce indiocated
that the 6th Bn had in faot been in the area but that, perhaps because of
prior knowledge of the operation, it had exfiltrated to the south approxi-
sately 48 hours before the operation commenced. o

1l

Bl
L3
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6. (C) Division mieaionss

: as Oonduct offensive operations as néoeoaery to dominate the -
taocticsl area of responsibility and to contrﬂuh to OVN paoifiocation m

. in the Song Ba snd Song Con Valleys.

" bs TIn conjunction with RVEAF and other US/PMAP conduct searsh
and destroy operations in Northeastern Binh Dinh Province.

o+ Provide one 105mm Howitser Battalion in a 08/réinforcing rolo
mnmrmomttmbytmmurbme Brigade,

d. Maintain one bettalion ss Meld Force Vietnam resarve/reaction
foroe. . .

7+ Comduot of operationss

as Basio guidelines that influenced the tactioal operations for
each phase of this campsin inoludeds

(1) Operations should be of sustained durasion in each ares
in order to develop socurate intelligence and to disrupt VO/NVA freedom -
of movenment and oonu'ol over the civilian population and resources.

(2) Within populated areas minimum force was to be applied
until combatants and non-combatants oould be identified and separated.
Use of Riot Control Lmu and Pgy War operations were to be oond.dcod
o support this goal.

(3) l'riend.ly farces were t0 orient on enemy forces as developed
within seotors:and zomes. Hinimun control meagures were placed on brigade
operations within assigned seotors, Extensive use of artillery and USAF
Tao Air was specified in all operations to interdiot VG/NVA movements withe
in ssotors once a foroe had been found, A vigorous Pmy Wer prograa (leaf-
lets, loudspeakers, and taped q:pnl-) vas to be closely integrated with
taoctioal operations. -

be Division initiated operations in the Bong Son area with one
trigade TF (4 Inf Bn's). An additional Utrigede headquarters and up o two
_additional infantry battalions were to be prepared to enter the operational
ares if the size of enemy forces located and engaged werranted additional
forosa, . As the campaign developed a seoond brigade and six infantry bat-
talions were committed in the Bong Son ares leaving base defensme and TACR
opmtimu to one brigade (2 Inf Ba's) effsctive 3 Peb 66,

8. &#xeoutions Division operations in the Bong Son Campeign during

.the period 25 Jan - 28 Ped 66 were oonduoted in four phases, The areas of

primery emphasis during each phase are indicated on Overlsy 10, A separate
overlay is furnished to provide a more detailed repressntation of 6aoh phase.

a. PHASE'I, 25 - 27 Jan 66, '™e 34 Brigade (4 Battalions) moved
hy air and surface commencing 24 Jan 66 and eatabliched a forward base at

Cat, On 25 Jan 66 the 3d Bde and 1/9 Cav initiated operations along ~. .~
the Southern portion of the Chop Chai hill mags southeast of Bong San to - ‘\,_\ :

! deoceive the V0 as to our main ares of interest and to enhance the security
.of Hvy 1 aa a ground supply line which had been planned for the campeign.
Opon.ttona were conducted using reconnaisgsance in force techniques, The
. 2d Bde still looatad in the An Khe base was alerted to be prepared t0 Te-
“1lieve 34 Bde should significant enemy foroes be looated and angaged in
area. Aotions dnring this phase are portrayed on Overley 1l.

[ T, T
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- move one C-123 crashed shortly after take off from An Khe with all 42 troops :

- major phase as directed by Mield Force Vietnam. It included the security

ke - ¢
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(1) 24 Jan 66. 1/12 Cav moved by organic air from An Khs to
Pau Cat Rifle Range (BR 905520) and secured an aireraft lasger ares, for-
vard support base end acted.as Diviaion resorve. 1/7 Cav moved by oonvoy
from An-Khe to Pm Yat (Hwy 19 and Bwy 1) with 1t 3qdn, 9th Cav and 2/20
Arty (Merial Rocket) providing column cover, A :

(2) 25 Jan 66, 1/7 Cav moved by convoy to assembly ares George
and oommenced deception oparations attacking to PZ TARGO encountering mode
erate resistance, 2/7 Cav moved by air (USAF C.123) from An kKhe to Boag
Son and oooupied positiona to secure the airfield area for 3da Bde CP and
Div Porward CP that olosed in the afterrocon of 25 Jan. During the 2/7 Cav

from 2/7 Cav plus four USAF orew members on board killed in the orash. lst '
8qdn, 9th Cev conducted dsception operations in the Suoi Ca Valley to include| _
landing snd ground reconnaissance by infantry eloments. : I

(3) 26 Jan 66. 1/7 Oav intensified its decsption opmtiono !
sweeping to the north to-odbjeotive GOLF and ECHO meeting sporadic reaistance.
2/7 Cav eir assanlted from Bong Son to Obj DOG engountering light eneny i
resiatance, ' .

. (4) 27 Jan 66, 1/7 Cav in the final deception phase air
assaulted to the Suoi Dinh Binh Valley and conduoted search and destroy
operations to the north to the Song Lai Giang River meeting light enenmy .
resistance. 2/7 Cav oontinued olearing Obj DOG end the 3d Bde Forward CP
displaced to Obj DOG. - e e

U— e

- (5) Incloiuneinoluha the Temults of operations tor THASR \;\.-
- \ R
b, PHASE II - 28 Jan-3 Feb 66 (Operation MASHAR), This yas the

AN
of Hwy 1 by the 22d ARVN Division, seourity of Bwy 19 by the Cepital ROK | %\
Division, and search and destroy operations by the ARVN Airborne Brigade l
on D-Day (28 Jan) in conjunction with the lst Air Cavalry Division, The |
Airborne Brigade was to attack in zone east of Huy 1. Division operations !

i

“into the heavily populeted and productive cosstal plain were initiated Ty

the 34 Brigade and lst Sqdn, 9th Cavi” The 2d Brigsde and two sdded infantry '

‘battalions moved into the erea 2-3 Feb and the Division Main CP was eatabe

lished at Bang Son 3 Feb. The objective of these attacks was to locate i
and destroy VC/NVA units; enhance the security of GVN installations in Bong
Son; and to lay the ground work for restoration of GVN vontrol of the popu- |
lation and resources of the rich coastal plain area, During this phase, 1
Division wnits inflioted known losses of 300 on the Tth and 200 on the

9th Ba Quyet Tam Regt., Both eneny battalions were rendered ineffective

with survivors eplit into small groups. Conourrant with tactical operatiocns
Co A, 8th Bugr Bn construoted a C=123 airstrip at Obj DOG. This airstrip

vas desired primarily fo: uee in the event the ground 1ine of communication

_after the initial lift~off, four CH-4T's were down from enemy fire and twelve |

{Bwy 1) was digrupted. The st Cavalry Division plan was based on using .
infantry to secure positions STEEL and FRASS for artillery and then seerch | 7
and destroy within artillery sapport rauge. Actions during this phase are /
shown -on Overlay 12. S oo

(1) "28 Jan 66, 2/7 Cav air assaulted into LZ 3 and 12 4. L
L2 3, on the eastern end of position STEEL was seoured without enemy ocontact.
The landing at 12 4 was mat by heavy small arms fire and mortar fire. Three . |
CH.47's were hit by fire enroute with the artillery to 9TEEL, One hour

UH-1D's had been hit by fire, This poriod of operations was characterised !
by extramely bad weather requiring low level flight. The decision was made t
%0 abandon the idea of securing STEEL and orient on the enemy. Another-com= |
pany of the 2/7 Cav was maneuversd north towards LZ 4 to assist but became’
heavily engaged wvith the eneay. XElements of the 1/7 Cav were ordered into

1%
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in a direct fire role to repel the ensmy., By 1500 hours, 28 airoraft had
been hit by fire. An attempt was mede to insert another coupsny of the 2/7T
Cavy into 12 4 sinoce the initial group was still engaged south of the L3 in
their original ldoation., The effort wasn't sucosssful; three ships being

hit on the first 1ift with two orewman being wounded. OContaot in the L3

a.t“ tla end of the dey was s3lll heavy, with the enemy looated in well dug«in
posi tions. . ' ’ '

(2) 29 Jan 66. Early on the morning of 29 Jan, the two ¢ '
pnr;ug.thnzﬁ’ﬁvlmhdupinwhhtwm-tiuunduinnm oexy
, 2 y
Y o
aver

4

, /12 air assaulted south of 13 4 to maneuver noarth and flesik -
on 1/7 Cav elenants secured ROMEO north of L3 4, TAS Air vorked -
or LZ 4 with napalas to assiet the 2/7 Cav, getting nany secondary explosions
the trenches. Enemy disposition included well fortified poaitions, deep
trenches, snd extensive tunneling, 2/12 Cav maneuvered towards L3 4 to
relieve the enemy yressure, and elements of the 1/7 Cav north of L2 4 set
" up| blocking positiona faoing south to engage the fleeing enemy.

|

|
e
in

o (3) 30 Jan 66. 12 4 wes etill under heavy fire early on
30 Jan, sistance decreased at dswn and .extensive olearing operations
began by Cav while 2/12 Cav began moving slowly north out of the 1%
area, The 1/12 Cav was moved from Phu Cat to pan DOC and air asssmilted

:  into L% MIKE and L% TOM. Ilements of 1/5 Cav were sent from the Division
balse ares to Pm Cai to replace the 1/12, The 2/7 Cav oonfined . their
ssaroh and destroy wissicns to L4 4 area. A detailed acoount of saall
unit.ground aoction at IZ 4 is attached at Inclosure 3,

. (4) On 31 Jan 66, 1/7 Cav. became heavily engsged in the
vioinity L% RCMEO by the eneny attempting to escape the ares. 2/12 Cav
moved north and 1linked up with the 1/7 Cav. All elements of 1/12 Cav

solidated in vicinity of L% TC(M and started sweeping south towsrd ROMEO,
2/12 Cqr moved north and enoountered moderate to heavy resimtance as did
1/12 Cav moving south.. : '

. (5) On 1 Fed 66, 1/7 Ogv started swesping west toward psn
o 2/12 Cav continued sweeping north and linked up with the 3rd APC
, of the ARVN Divieion. 1/12 Cav eatablished a hlocking position a
865134 and 2/12 Oav turned west driving into the 1/12 bloocking position.
- 1/7 Cav returned to vioinity 1Z 4 while elements of the 2/7 Cav were seouring
the extillery at LG MIXK and position DOG. Sporadic enemy resistance was
e tered during the day. )

{6) On 2 Pab 65, 2/12 Cuv olements encountered moderate
stanoe receiving martar and recoilless rifle fire early im the moxning.
1/5 Cqv arrived at position DOG from Division bese. A B-52 strike southeast
of position STEEL was exploited by elements of 1/9 Cave 2/12 Cav air
saulded to.LZ SUB without having ememy oontact, and contimued to sweep
31&1. 1/7 Cav made a sweep to the West closing into position STEEL with
1light enemy contect.

Sl . (1) O3 Ped 66, 1/9 Cav mede extensive reconnaissance of

another B.52 strikc arsa soutl, of position HRASS with negative enemy oom-

tact. 2/12 Cav continued south into An Do Valley. 2/5 Cav arrived st .
sition DOG from Division bape area and alr assulted to Position GOLD

vi'th negative enemy oontaot. The 24 Brigsde CP arrived at Bong Son while

the 2/7 Cav retmrned to Position DOCG.

14
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. ’/(8). Inolbg\'xiﬁe 1 inoludes the results-of operatice for PHASE II.
N n.-\\h“"-—-..._.» B
o, FPRASE IIT°4 - 10 Feb 66, (Oparation WIITE WING), PHASE
was deaignated Operation WHITE WING to denote the escalation from one
/ hrigade %0 a divisional operation employing two trigades and six battalions

trigades from the Mui De Dan Mountains into the An Leo Valley, a reported
VC stronghold, under enémy dominstion for over a year. The hrigades were
to eatabtlish blocking positions east of the valley on the dominant terrain,
assault three batitalions west off the valley, and then atteck East into and |
through the valley., The attack 4 then move South to olear the valley,
with the brigadea providing security for and assisting in the evaouation
of refugees. The attack was cooxrdinated with the III Marine Amphibious
Foroe in the north who established dlocking positiona to prevent the enemy . |
. from escaping, (See Overlay 3). Similarly, the 24 Ba, 40th Regt (224 ARVN
Division) eatablished a blooking position at the scuthernend of the vallay

cerdinated with the attacking elements of the lst Cavalry Diviaion. Readjus
“ment of Marine and ARVN boundaries was acoomplished several times in this -
phase to fit the tactiocal situation., Aoticns during this phase ars shown
on Ovexleay 13. . . ...  ceomcomon S ‘

!
(1) The period 4 - 6 Fob was typified Yy extensive saturstion ’

to block that esompe routs (Overlay 2)¢ Marine and ARVN actions were oo- /(
-

e A o e e+

patrolling in the vicinity of bettalion position areas to enhance looal

. seourity dut negligible ensxy ocontact was reported. The planned 1ift off

" to the valley was delayed beocause the mountain ares where the troops were f
was aompletaly covered hy low clouds. ) l':

, (2) 7 Ped sav the air asseult of three bettalions into li's |
west of the vallay. Tha 1/5 Cuv air ssssulted from BEASS to COPPER, the ]
2/5 from GOLD to COPPER, and the 2/7 Cav from DO3 to ROOT, The battelions |
moved generally east into the initial objectives overlooking the valley. ’
1ittle enemy resistance was encountered. Ope battalion moved onto the
high ground east of the northern ares of the valley establishing blooking !
positions and preparing to exploit or agssist units in the valley area. !

(3) During the period 8 - 10 Feb, divisionel units clesred the
“An Lao Valley of VC. The brigade on the north enccuntered sporadic resis
and slow progress through densely populated areas. The brigade on the south]
“moved sousth down both sides of the valley by combined air and ground moves
ty oompanies and platoons with light enemy contect, securing intermediate
objectives and on 10 Feb secured their final objectives, (18 and 19).

(4) During the Operation WHITE WING Phage, 10 infantry '
battalion moves and 12 artillery bettalion moves were ocompleted. Addi- .
tionally as an indication of the lst Cavalry Division's capability, 3,491
refugees wexre evacuated from the An lao Valley bo_gw.

o (5) A summary of opezations dase for PHASE ITI is-inoluded
in Inolosure 2, ) : -

o d. PHASR IV 11 = 28 Feb 66 (Operation WHITE WING/BAGLR'S CLAW).

#The EAGLE'S CLAW Phaase of operations was hased on intelligence reports of
large eneny foroes located in the Kim Song Valley in the southern poxtion
of the Divieion area of operations. The 3d Brigads vas to air assanlt with

" three battaliors to esiablish ooxpany sise ambush sites astride probable

anony escape routes in the valley fingera. The anbush foroes oarried supplies
for 48 hours and moved overland from 1 sones into the smbush sites. .,
The nemainder of the foroe (approximately 1/3) would air assasuls into the

¢
|
}
i
i

I
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" center of the valley, (position BIRD ~ Overlay 14A) and aot as the "beater” I
©  foroe, attacking out of the valley foroipg the enemy towards the ambush
sites, The 24 Brigade would oonocnh:atagta efforts in completing search .
end destroy operations in the An Leo Valley and the coastal plain area
vorking generally from North to South and prepars to be committed in the -
Kim Song Valley on order, 248 Brigsde operations 10 » 15 Feb prior to entry
. in the Kin Song Valley is illustrated on Overlay l4. Operations by all
R three brigades during WHIT:L WiGG/BAGLES CLAW is depicted on Overlays 144 v

\\\?nd 143 .

"= (1) T The” plan-become actuality on 11 and 12 Feb. Two compenies
from each of two battalions air assaulted into landing somes and moved = T
immediately into ambush sites, The remaining companies, plus another bate- -
talion air asssulted into position BIED, encountering only light reeistanse.
Thesa forces, acting as "beaters", began attacking out from BIRD in the :
sector foroing the enemy down the valleys. These forces coordinated their i
attack and saturated ths zone aa thay pushed from BIRD. g

(2) On 13 Feb, the sabush sites became company patrol bases
and extensive patrolling in seotor located two large weapon caches and ' '
contact with an enemy platoon. On 14 Fab contact was made with an estima~
ted ocompany, and there was a notioedble rise in small unit ocontast through- .
out the seotor. These widely dispersed ground operations contimued through™.
the 15th and were ascoented by increased heliborne assamlte of platoon snd =
company eise. . .

(3) On 16 Feb the 24 Brigade conducted air asssults into
COIL (1/5 Cav) and RECOIL (2/5 Cav) during the morning and established
blooking positions. The 2/12 Cav initielly was retained at PONY as & ;
reaction force and to protect the hrigade forward bese and artillery at o
POHY, No enemy resigtance was ensountered vioinity COIL and RECOIL. o
although two desd VC and some sbandoned 8lmm moriar ammnition were found, I
During the afterncon of 16 Feb the 2/5 Cav tightened their ging of bloaking !

. positions by establishing ¢ 2/5 at MIKE as well as establishing units vice
inity L2's JOHN and JIM, One company 2/12 at PONY was dispatched with an
engineer demolition squad o destroy a 'cave large emought to hold two VC
companies. The lst Brigade es:nmed responsibility from the 3d Bde at 1500
hours for 'opexations iu the southern end of the Kim Song Valley and the
3d Bde returned to An Khe and assumed Division Bage and TAGR missions on
this date. (n 17 Feb 1/5 Cav began ground attacks West toward MIKE and
RECOIL, 2/5 Cav attacked to seize LZ PETE within the REOOIL area with Co B
and at 0915 hours made contast with a YC compsny with heavy weapons and a
large number of sutomatic wespons, Co A and C 2/5 Cav moved Southwest {
from to aseist Co B 2/5 and Co B 2/12 was sttashed to 2/5 Cav, Co B
2/12 conducted an air assamlt to vieinity BR 755744 (southwest of PRTE)
and impediately omme under fire, Artillery and TAC Air were used to provide
close support for 2/5 Cav units and by 1800 hours the enemy broke contact.
The results of this 2/5 Cav sction was 127 VO KIA (BO), 100 VC KXA (est)

"plus the capture or destruction of 3 x 8lmm mertars, 4 . Slmm RR, 1 x 75m
RR, 75 . 8lmx mortar rounds and 10 x 57om BR rounds. Based on the mumber
of heavy weapons, volume of automatic weapons fire, and extent of communi-
oations and defensive positions it was comoluded that the 2/5 Cav had attecked|
and destroyed a weapons battalion, :

{ .
|
.

(4) Qo 18 Meb the 1st Brigade continued sweep and patrol actions
with 1/8 Cav in the high ground north of BIRD and 2/8 Cav in the area sout.
of BIRD, Single and mlti-company search and destroy operations, with blogd
positions along likely avenues of escape, contirmed in the upper reaches of

- the Kim Song Vallaye The 24 Brigade oontinued to encounter heavy eneny

contact vicinity BR 779758 and this area, becauss of the disposition and !
elsborateness of enemy defensive positions, becsme Xnown as the "IRGH TBI.
ANGLE", Artillery and TAO air strikes; in the objective area, supported
the attadk by friendly foroes tut the enexy defsnses wers not penetrated,
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Compary sized blooc! positions were eatablished sast of MIKE and on the
south (BLOCK #2) ny 2/5 Cav to interdict the suspected exfiliration of -
the enamy from the "IRCH TRIANGLI" area. 1/9 Oav screened the Division -
ares of operations to the east end west, .

(5) On 19 Pgb, the 24 Brigade continued to attack the "IRCH

TRIANGLE" against determined enemy resistance. Patrol and ambush operations ’

from the blooking: positions were intensified to contain the enemy farce

ingide the “TRIANGLE" by 1/5 Cav, 2/5 Cav, and 2/12 Cay («). The 1st P

Brigade (1/8 and 248 Oav) continued search and destroy operstions north
and scutheest of and 1/9 Cyv soreened the Division exes of cperations,

(6) On 20 Peb, 1/5 Cav conducted gmnnd.md heliborne asssults

with the enemy reaisting from well fortified positiong in the *IRCN TRIANGLE™{

From ¢nemy radio transmission intercepted and the volumze end caliber of
fire regeived, it was estimated that a Hygimental Hq was encircled in that
area, Eansirclement of the RECOIL area in depth oontimed as elements of
2/12 Cyv air assaulted into Obj SAM (southwest of RECOIL) and Obj 22 (west
of RRUOIL). Pierce fighting emsued vicinity Obj 22, between A 2/12 Ogv
and an estimated en company, with the enemy unit suffering heavy oasnale
ties. 1/8 Cav and 2/8 Cav continued sweeping the upper reaches of the Kim

Song Valley with numerous clashes with small enemy groups reported.

(7) n 21 ¥ob, friendly foroes withirew from the vicinity of
the "IRON TRIANGLE" to allow a B.52 and C8 sirike on that area at 1600 houra,
Withdrawal was oompleted under cover of artillery fires and TAC Air strikes,
Then, after the B.52 and O3 strike, friendly forces ware airlifted baok to
12%s vioinity the "IRON TRIANGIE" with 1/5 Ouv reaching the eastern edge. .
of the "IRON TRIANGLE' and 2/5 Cuv blooking at PEEE. 2/12 Cav (=) had
remained in hlooking positions vicinity LB SAN with A and C Compenies at
L3 JOHN ang Obj 22, ‘ o

C {8) On 22 b, 1/5 Cuv mwept through the “IRON TRIANGLE"
area. 2/5 Cev swept southwest from PETE and joined 2/12 Cav (-) at 8AM, -
4, C, and Reoon of 2/12 contimued local patrols vioinity Obj 22. At 221300,
2/12 Cav was extracted by CH-47 from Obj 22 and L2 SAM end closed PAYY at
221446, 2/5 Oqv was airlifted from L% SAM to DUCK and 1/5 Cav was aizr-
lifted from the "IRCHN TRIANGLE" area to PONY, closing st 221600, The
"IRCH TRIANGLE" engagement is cusmarized as followss A¢ 0940 hours 17 Fed,
olements of the Diviasion initiated aoction against a well fortified ensay
force estimated to be & YC Bn reinforoed with a heavy weapons company and
possitly a Rogimental CP viainity BR 779958. Subesquent attaoks during
the next fowr days resulted in-heavy fighting as the enemy oontinued a
stubborn defense of the ares. Division Arty fired a totel of 491 miesion
from conventional tube arty, 10 ARA missions, and 43 TOT3 on the objeotive
areas from 17 « 21 Peb 663 39 TAC Air sorties were put into the taxget area,
Priendly wmits conduoted a total of 21 air movements into and around and
out of tho objeotive area, and contuoted & total of 3J ground attacks with
units rarging from platoon to company sise. Friendly casualties were 23
KIA and 106 WIA and enemy losses were 313 KIA (BC), 398 KIA (Bet), 4 WIA,
906 WIA (Est). A B~52 strike and & 03 mission on the objeotive area at
211600 1smlted in ceasation of the ensmy's defense of the axes. Typoope
exploiting the B-52 stxike encountered very light resistance; some bodies,
weapons and individual equipment items were found among the fortified
positiona, The following enemy equipment was captured by friendly foroes
during the engsgements’ .

7= s Bussian Uaxdines

6 = Chioom AK's

by
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. 5-um ,
.5 = U3 M-1 Ourbines _ U ‘ i
s.USmiRiae o
1 - 60m Nortar | " - j
3 < 8lmm Mortars ’
.1 - 62m Mortsr
1 ~ 40un Rocke$ Ieuncher
5 = 5T .Bopomon Rifles | o
3 - BiRR'g. ' e

5-m . . . Ard r‘
. 1 = 9um Pistol

. (9) On 23 Pen, 1/8 Ouv oontinued merial and ground search

and destroy operations north of BIRD, 1/12 Cav conduoted offensive opera-
tions in the high ground and along treils in the ¥oi Go Chai hill mass
. southesst of PONY and engaged an sstimated VC company vicinity BR 859805.
1/5 Cav, 2/5 Oav, and 2/12 Cav conducted loosl search and destroy operations
vicinity PONY and DUCK, :

- (10) On 24 Fedb, 2/8 Cqv air agssulted into the Noi Go Chai
.hill mass to reinforce 1/12 Cav, . The two Ins them ocondusted search and
- destroy operations sweeping she hill mamarea. Inemy contact was light. .
and the enexy appeaxsd 0 be moving in mall groups to the W and attempting
t60 avoid sngagesent with friendly forces. ‘ ¢

1
’ (11) n 25 Feb, 2/8 Car ovoupied blocking positions in the |
Foi Jo Chai hill mass. 1/8 Cav air asesnlisd into the Niu Hon Giang hill
.mass (BR 8177) and attecked in the southwest portion of the valley. 1/12 |
. ‘Cav was extracted from the Noi Co Chai ares. 1/5 Cav and 2/5 Cav air :
. assamlted into Suoi Ca Da Valley (BR 8387) and the ¥ui Dau Trucng high ‘

" grount (MR 8484) south of the valley., Enemy contact remained light, P

Seversl orew-served and individusl weapons (75am RR, 7.62mm IMG, Rifles |
. end SMU) were oaptured, 3 .- _ .

(12) On 26 Pob, the 1st and 24 Ples, with 4 Bus, searched - '
the Suoi Ca Da VYalley and experienced sporadic contact with small gxoups ;
of ¥C. 1/5 Cav returned to the "IRGN TRIANGLE" (BR 7775) to demolish i
fortifications and destroy any ememy foross in that vicinity. 1/9 Cev :
established mmtnsh sites in the valley vicinity B 900800. Indiostions .
that enexy morale was lovw resulted in increased Pay War efforts with emphasis
on loudspesicsr hroadcasts by enemy leaders who had sarrendered, ;

(13) On 27 Fob, the lst and 2d Bdes with 1/8 Cgv, 2/8 Cqv, '
and 2/5 Oav extonded their search of the Suoi Ca Da Valley and adjoining - |
. high groumd. 1/5 Cav established hlooking positions in' the high ground
northeast and east of PUNY, Extensive search operations csused further
) ?:ﬁnnhticn of enemy foroes into small groups, iherely reducing his ef=
VNSt ¢ ’ . '
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g
(14) . Gn 28 Feb, units conduoted local patrolling end seourity |
nigsions, 1st Bde and 1/iz Cav returned to An Khe leaving the 2d Bde (5
Hos) in the cperatiunal ares plenring to exesute search and destray operss
tions in the X Ghop Ched bill mass southeast of Boang Son, :

(15) PHASR'IV results through 28 Fob 66 are oontained in l

Mom. 10‘ ) /'Mm . . ) . .
e, -PHASE ¥, 1 = 6 Max 66 (Operation WHITE WING/ELACK HORSE), i,
A""‘r » .
“7 (1) The Division order to the 24 Brigede for BLACK HORSE had:

ag 1ta objeotives the location and desirvction of enomy foroes and base §
installations suspected of being hidden in the rugged ¥ Chop Chai/Hon Ceo |
1 mass (Overlsy 15). The 6th Bn, Quyet Thang Regiment was suspected of .
belng in the area om the besis of prisoner interrogations plus :inforwation -
from the looal populetion. Persistent reports over & long period had mpeocu~’
lated that the area contained large supply caches. :

(2) The Division conoept of operations was based on a thorough |
ground searoh of the area due to the heavy vegetation and deep ravines r
throughous the area plus support from the 223 ARVH Division to seal off
the area. Arrangements wers made for the 224 ARVN Division to occupy block-
ing positions along the Song lei Giang River and Hwy 1, to screen the sea
approach with the 224 Diviaion Junk Fleet, and to sweep the low ground along
the southern edge of the hill mass in conjunction with Division airmobile
operations. . . :

(3) 24 Brigede sirmohile operations were characterised by
the use of marginal 1Z's inaluding holes dlown in the forests by Air Foroe
‘bombs. . Eatry hy rappelling frow UB.1D's and by (47 trooper ladders was
used to good advansage througuout’ this phase, ’

(4) 1 Morch, The 2d Bie initiated operations with three bate
talions. 2/5 Cav conduoted an air asssalt from DUCK to 0B at 0843 hours
and conducted subesequent ground searoh activities without eneny contact, |
. 1/8 Cav moved by air and ground into Ob) 100 wWithout contact - commenoing ?
at 0847 hours. 2/8 Osv air assanlted into LZ JOHN at 0910 hours engaging
and killing 2 V0. " The ARVE 3/3 APC Troop sweep to a blooking position soush
of 1% JOHN (refer to Overlay 15) producod the best results of the day as
contant was made with about 150 VO, After the 3/3 APC Troop engagement was
completed the 2/8 Cav moved into BULLS KYE in aration for subsequent
operations, The APC Troop reported 50 YO KIA (BC), 30 VCC from this emooun~ “
ter, The 1/5 Gav remained at DUCK as Brigade reserve and 2/12 Cay coutinued

to secure Brigade snd Divigion installations at TWO BITS,

: . (5) 2 March., 1/5 Oav air asssultsd into HAMMER st 0745 hours
without contaot. 2/5 Cav conducted extenmive patrolling vioinity BOB re-
sulting in 2 VC KIA and 35 YC3, 2/8 Cav conduoted three oompany size pa~ -
trols in the BULLS EYB ares enoountering one enemy squad with 3 VC KIA (BC)
and 2 VIA (B9T), lﬁtcuat%:) 100 was proded by 30 - 40 VO twioe during
the night of 2 - 5 March resulting in 7 VC KIA (BC), _

(6) 3 Maron, 1/8 Cav oonducted an air asssult from Obj 100
to 3FUD at 0910 hours with minor contact. 2/8 Car continued sweeps around
BULLS BYR looating one fut used to mammfacture booby trape and having one
VC surrender, Other units continued operations with only minar ocntacts.

9
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(1) 4 March. 2/12 Cav departed for An Khe by CV-2 and was
replaced at TWO BITS by 2/5 Cave. 1/5 Cav continued operations vicinity

HAMOR and in sweops along the Song lai, Giang River picked up 42 VCS. 1/8

Cav oconduoted searoh operations west -of STUD without oontsot,. 2/8 Cay .
oonducted en eir masault into PAT at 0745 with no oontaot,.-

" '(8) 5March., The Division CP, 1/5 Cav and 2/5 Cav deplayed
from Bong Son by OV-2 and 2/8 Cuv was returned ty GH-47's. 1/8 Cev moved

on 6 March,

\

to TWO BITS to provide securiiy pending return of this battalion to An Khe

(3) Although BIAGK HORSE did not ashieve the desired contast |

with major enexy forces the information concerning VC aotivitiee in the area
will assist futuré operationa. It is felt that any major forces in the ares |

moved out, probably to the South, about 27 Feb 66. There was no evidence

that this aree is used Ly regular VC uniis on a recurring basis not is thexe |

any evidsuoe of extensive s:rply oaches., However a loocal VU guerille
organization exists in most villages and the area is used a3 a rest aree

and to support transient units. Results of Phase V operations are summarised

in Inclosure 1,

" 9. Basults, Inolosure 1 summarises the following operations ‘dt‘h;
for Operation MASHER/WHITE WING 25 Jan - 6 Har 663 . :

a. BEnemy losses of pcr-oﬁnol and equipment by 'phuc and totals
as a result of Division operaticns plus Division tasuslties for the ssme

: de Total ememy losses inflicted by lst Cavalry D:I.vis:lon, ARVE
(224 Division - ARVHN Airborne Brigade), and ROK Divigion in execution of -
missions outlined in FFOROCEV OPCGRD MASHER. :

o. 18t Cavalry Division - Army Aviation Performance Data.
de lat Cavalxy Division Artillery Performence Data.

10. Administrative matters, During Operation MASHER/WHITE WING logise
tical elements wars faced with supplying two trigades conducting sustained
operations a3 well as the Division bass, This support was closely coordi-
nated by representatives of this Divielon and Qui Nhon Support Area (QMSA),

&. Basio logistical planning for Operation MASHER/WHITE WING was

baged on maintenance of Route 1 as an "open road" by ARVN and ROL foroces,
The outstending mannexr in which this was acoomplished has already deen de-

of $B4 forward supply points with Division Support Oommand FSB's at P,
Cat.(24 Jan -~ 18 ¥ob) and at Bong Bon (19 Fob « 6.Mar), This system ree.

L
D e 3~~~ AL

soribed. esrlier in this report. ALnothor provision was the planned oo-,loottiu*
3
f

aulted in outstandirg coordination and lisison. Stockages.were milt-and
depleted accoxrding to the tactioal situations, Through-rut of supplies .
direct from Qui Nbhom %0 tactiocal units wes greatly facilitated by this 0o~
loocation. ’ . L. . . .

be The Combined Tpeffic Control Center established ty FFORCEV .
to control and achedule convoys on Route 1.was very sffective and should
be oontinued in future operations.

o.- This Division conitmotod un nrittip_»minun for-G-123 use

1n Area DOG (B3 680004) a8 & Back up in the evens Route 1 vas interdioted. -
It vas umnecessaxry to use this field for resupply but it was used duxing -

20
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the withdrawal of the ARVN Aiz'bome. Brigade and will support EVNAF armed
forces stationed in the occastal plain area as part of the pacification
affort, Division engineer troops constructed a second airstrip at BR 880535
(vioinity P Cat) capable of accepting C-130 traffic to support mtnrt
operations in KB Binh Dinh Province.

! " During the operations largo quantities of Clasgs IIIA were
ocngsuned., Tlubn.lkofclaoannm delivered by the lst Log Command
-alements directly to the opsrations area, Fuel bags (500 gallom) were
received in suffioient quantities to. sustain operations. A significant .
quantity of replacement fuel dispensing pumps, both 30 - 40 GEM and 100
GPM .were received &uring the petiod. ,

. Qe La.rgstcnnage-ofoluanmdaivmddirooﬂ;mw o
Khon -to the operations ares in Bong Som. nthwwmtoohniosmdmun- _
ination rounds contimue to bde in national short supply this has not effected

the Dombat éapatility of the Division, Double and triple ASR were m.thm.'iutl
Adwring tho period as djotated by the oombat ‘situation. .

‘ £o &plympportforthohﬁsionmtbm/mrmmm
tionin!uwsonu'u inaiuded the followingt

LSS T “(A) 9 Tons (3 4 !om (0) 35,735 Ouu '
m I MOGAS 103,100 Gal '
Diesel ~ 27,100 Gal . _ )
AVGAS - 60,450 Gal _ ’ !
, P4 - 1,283,195 Gal ' o
OMss VY  3,@3.Tams |
For the first td.n m:hveswts'bluvm prooursd for troops in the forward i
{
!

ares,

g+ Medioal evacustion ﬁ:on the opora.tiond areas to the supporting
medical companies was pexrformed hy back-haul on non~medical hslicopters
and organio medioal helicopiers assigned to the 15th Medical Battalion. ;;
Casualties were aplit between Qui MNaon, Nha Treng, and the 24 Suxgioal _
Eospital (Mobile Army) at An Khe., Bvacuaetion of the Division mediocal
companies was aooomplished primarily by 496 Medical Cospsny (Air Anbuhnoc)
helicopters with sssistence from 17th Aviation Company OV-2's in’'scme ine
stences, Theﬂodicd?bd((ﬂ-ﬂ)muplommthopusﬁmnmw
the 15th Medioal Battalion during this campaign.

he Reliable commnications were maintasined between the Diviuon
bage at An Khs and the Main OP at Bong Son to inolude secw's teletypewriter
cirouits, During Operation MASIER/VAITE WING teletype ¢irouite from Divisio
Farvard COP to hrigade CP's were established over tho VAR radio relay system.
Oircuits were orereted with oneline security equipment, . The aystem enhsnoed |
commaniocation security as well as providing a printed copy 0f nNUNErous CpPera
gional messages passed between Division and Brigade Tactical Operations - -
eaters,

Speoul Eqn:l.pnmt and Toohniquu.
e Amumt'mn*mmmmmmomummam/ ‘

WHITE WIC by sirmobile dfsplacement snd positioning of the 155am Howi
~(towx)moa-u1oonuum Ponrmbsttu‘tuor t!u,so Lrv
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