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THRU1 

TOt 

Comma.nding General 
I Field Force Vietnam 
APO US Forces 96240 

Commander· 
US Mili ta.ry Assistance Command, Vietnam 
APo·us Forces 96243 

1. Nii.ME AND TYPE OF OPERJ.TION t Operation JIN BOWIE - search and destroy., 

2. DATES OF OPERATION. 070600 - 281615 March 1966. 

3. LOCJi.TION. Vinh Thanh and i1.n Tue Districts, Binh Dinh Province. 
Refer to Overl~ l. 

4• CONTROL HEAD~ii.RTERSa Headquarters 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) 

5. REPORTING OFFICER. The reporting offio~r is Major General Harry 
W.o. Kinnard. Principal commanders and senior staff officers pa.rtioipa"\;ing 
in this operation were• 

Major Gerteral Harry w.o. Kinna.rd - Division Commander 

Brigadier General John M. Wright - J.ssista.nt Division Commander 

Colonel William Ji.. Becker 

Colonel George s. Beatty, Jr 

Colonel John J. Hennessey 

Colonel Harold G. Moore 

Colonel William F. Brand Jr 

Colonel J•llen M. Burdett Jr 

Lt Colonel James C, Smith 

Lt Colonel Robert M. Shoemaker 

Lt Colonel Robert M. Malley 

Lt Colonel John D. White 

Lt Colonel Bobby R. Lang 

Lt Colonel 

- ••ssistant Division Commander 

- Chief of Staff 

- co, 1st Brigade 

- co, 3d Brigade 

- co, Division Artillery 

- co, 11th ~·via ti on Group 

- co, Support Command 

- co, let Squadron, 9th Cavalry 

- co. 8th Ehgineer Battalion 

- .li.CofS, Gl 

- J1.CofS, G2 
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Lt Colonel Benjamin s. Silver 

Lt Colonel Monroe Kirkpatrick 

- J..~ofS, G4 

.. ACors, <15 

a. No organio uni ts were detached from the Division during JIM 
BOWIE. 

b. Major non-orge.nio units attached to this Division remained un-
changed during Operation JIM BOWDil. Units remaining attached included• 

3d Bn, 16th Arty (6"/17tmm SJ?) 

2d &i, 17th Arty (l05mm Towed) 

Be.ttery B, 29th Ji.rty (Searchlight) 

17th kvia.tion Company (~'V-2) 

476th Aviation Company (cu .. 54) 

19lst MI ~etachment 

c. The 10th RRlJ continued under operational control of this Division 
during Operation JD1 BOWIE. · 

d. Battery i.i. l/}O Ji.rty (155mm How, Towed) was attaohed to this 
Division and supported Op<.:ration JIM BOWIE during the period 14 - 21 Ms.roh. 
This unit was moved by CH-54 and CH-47 from Phu, Cat to firing positions vie 
LZ DOVE (BR 666622) which was occupied until 18 Haren. Ch 18 Na.r the battery 
displaced to the 3d :Brigade a.rea (BR 538942) and remained at that location 
until returned to pa.rent unit control at Hlu Cat closing 212230 Mar. 

e. Division Task Organization as announced in Division Ol>ORD 6607 
(JIM BOWIE) issued On60o Mar waaa 

lat Bde 

1/8 Ca.v 

2/8 Ca.v 

1/12 Cav 

B Trp, 1/9 Cav (OPCON) 

2/19 Ja-ty (DS) 

Plat, Co ~, 8th Ehe,T In 

Plat (-), 545 MP Co 

Sig Spt Tm, 13th Sig 1h 

Team l, ri?W/CI, 191 MI Det 

Team 1, 54th Inf Det (Radar) 

Team 1, 10th RRIJ 

34 Bde 

1/7 Cav 

2/7 Cav 

2/5 Cav (NC1l'E 1) 

C Trp, 1/9 Ca.v ( OPCON) 

1/21 J.rty (DS) 

Plat, Co c, 8th Ehgr lb 

Plat (.), 545 MP Co 

Sig Spt Tm, 13th Sig lb 

Team 3, !PW/CI, 191 MI Det 

Team 3, 54th Int lJet (Radar) 

Team 3, 10th BRO 
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Team lt 16th Weather Det (USAF) Team }, 16th Weather Det (USAF) 

Tea.sa; 41.st CJ. .Co 

lwd Spt. Elemen1• Spt Cmd (Spt) 

we.ter ;point, 8th 'ibgr lh. 

'l'ea.m, 4lst CJ.I. Co 

P\id Spt El.ementt Spt CDid (Spt) 

Water Point, 8th qr Bn 

2d H! {MgU:2) 

1/5 Oav 

2/12 Cav 

2/5 Oav '(.:.) {ett l5J:QOO Mar) 

1/77 Arty (DS) 

Sqd, 545 MP Co · 

Narmt l - 2/5 Ca.v (minus one company) was detached from }d ~de and attached 
to.2d Bde effective 151000 Mar. 

2. The.2d Brigade mission during 1 0peration JIM BOWIE was d~fense 
of the Division ba.a9 and of!'ensive operations in the 'J.'a.ctioal 
Ji.rea. of Responsibility · (less portions of· the JIM BOWIE area. of 
operations located within the TJ~OR). 2d Brigade operations did· 
not directly- ·influence Jil1 BOWIE operations and for this reason 
a.re' not discussed in this report. 

1~ SUPPORTINGFOROES. 

a.. The USSF/CIDG company under control of USSF B-22 Detachment. 
a.t An Khe conducted pa.trolling a.nd security operations in Vinh '1'he.nh Valley 
from the Camp ·ii:>cated a.'t BR 610(i()O. A Division forward refueling point we.a 
co-loca.te·d at BR 615606 (LZ EDDY) to take a.dva.nt96e of the security offered 
by the CIDG Ce.mp. lat Squadron,' 9th Ca.v was oha.rged with, security of the 
forward retueling PQint a.nd· coordination with the CIDG <l8.mp from lO - 15 
Mar when· this responsibility was changed to 2d 13riga.de. The forward ba.se 
wa.s closed· at 201eoo Mar. 

b~ U&.F. Tac ·~r a.tpport. A total ~i' 284 aortiea· were used in S\lP­
port of JIM BOWIE operations. Tac .J.ir support was incorporated into deception 
operations (Phase l, ·7 - 12· Mar) conclucted by 1/9 Ca.v in the Suoi ~a. Va.Uey 
~t ·of the Jm 13'0\lIE AO. · · Damage assessment of strikes during JIM BOWIE 
wa.8 severely liJllited ·due to. the' rugged terrain a.nd heavy vegetation. Pre­
plailned requests were submitted on i•rmy communications (phone or teletype) 
to 1: Field. Force Vietnam. Immediate requests were transmitted by USJJ' ra.dio 
oommi....\ioation11 to .llt\60 Al.fa · (Nha Trang). The aver96e reaction time for im""' 
mediate requests was 10 minutea. A detailed BUilllil8l'Y of ·uaAF Tao .i.ir support 
is contl:i.ined in Inclosure 21. 

8. INTELLIGENCS. 

a. Intelligence developed during the Bollg Son Campaign @ding 6 
Mar 66 in northeast Binh Dinh Province plus reports during the period prior 
to JIM 130\IIE indicated. that several headquarters and service support Unite 
were located in the Kon Truck secret base area.. No maneuver uni ta were known 
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to be in the area but there were indications that the tactical headquarters 
of VC llilitary Region V and the Sa.o Vang Division were located in the area.. 
Nuraerous suspQct locations of radio transmissions monitored before the a.tta.ok 
seemed to bear this out. It was expected that any VC units encountered would 
attempt to avoid contact • 

b. The terrain in the area of operatibn was the most difficult 
yet encountered by this Division in Viet Nam. '.1.'errain in the Kon '.!.'ruck 
area ia characttrized by steep hills rising to an elevation of 3215 feet 
on the east side of the Da.k Kron Bung river and to 2000 feet on the west siQe. 
Numerous streams flow from deep ravines and heavy vegetation is found through­
out the area, 'Vegetation included tall jungle oa.nopy trees, scrub brush 
and elephant grass, 'l'he te"rre.in severely limited ground movement e.nd obser­
vation. Na.tura.l landing zones were scarce in the a:oea :t'esUlting in the· u~e 
of hill top LZ' s improved by engineer clearing operations. Heavy rains a.nd 
low visibility delayed entry into the JU! Bown: area for three d!\YS (10 -
12 llar) but thereafter generally fair weather prevailed throughout the op­
erations. Forecast of 1.ooal oondi tions such as isTound fog were aocur<Lte·. 

c. During· the deception phase in the Uuoi Ca. Valley 7 ... 12 ila.r 
66 no significant contE~ct was mE1de and only scattered firings a.t aircraft 
took place. On the day that operations weie scheduled to begin in the Kon 
Truck area. (10 ltRr) intelligence reports were receivett which indicated that 
the Hili tar;\' 1<.egion V ruid Sao Yant; lJi vision hui.dquarters h.e.d mov~d away froLl 
Kon Truck town.I'd the North we.st. During lnase II opera.t.ions in the Kon 'fruck 
area 13 - 17 l!a.r several prisoners ce>,ptiired s·iJated they w'-'re pa.rt of the 
H810 .t'rovincial 1:3n. 'i'he prisoners contrifo ted sorae in'fm ma ti on on the tl810 
Bn such as the existence of i.;roduction and tl'a.nsportation sections and. two 
engineer pl8.too~. Ho conte.et or evidence of the two uniuentified reginents 
reported in the area was developed. Docm1ents captured duriflb this period 
provided 8.Plnll.U1i ti on usP,ge data. FmCL V<'l.lua ble inforrna ti on on the :Ja.o Va.rig 
Jivision 1s a.ru>1unition status anclaonfirmed the presence of l20nrn mortars and 
at least 2 each 751llI'l US Pack dowitzers in the division. 2d Bn, 7th Gava.lry 
discuvered. a 120 bed hospital facility with medical supplies at BR 600830 
on 16 liar. As operations shifted Nii of the Kon 'J.'ruck arc, a. for .t'hase II 17 -
22 rla.r only light oonte,cts were made with the enemy. 8evera.l small ~ining 
camps ancl one assembly area with a tunnel system were discov~ecl. One docu­
ment captured during this period providod tho strength of the Sao Vang Divi­
sion as of late JJec 65. D.lring Phase IV 23 - 28 !lar in the upper Song Ba. 
Valley NW of the Division Bnse Camp the 3d BrigRde encountered harassing· fire 
from I:1ortars, small arMs, and automatic weapons for the first four days but 
no major conto.ct could be gained. Che arms cache was located but no contect 
was gained with the VC 407th Bn which was believed to have witht.rawn into 
the a.rea a.fter attacking the Division bfi.se ca.mp on 20 ~~b 66. 

d. •• detailed intelligence incident overlBiY is attached a.a Inclo­
sure 1. 1lneriy losses a.re sunmarized in pa.:ragraph 12. 

9. HISSION. 

a. Operation Jrn BCHIE was initiated by the let Cavalry Division 
in response to guidance from I Field Force Vietnam which indicated the de­
sirabili t:ir of continuing offensive operations in Binh Dinh hovince. Ob­
jectives c.nd considerations leading to the selection of the Jih BO.lI.t:.: area 
of oper~tions includeda 

(l) Operations in the Kon 'i'ruok area would a.llow follow-up 
on reports developed during the Bong Son co.mpai~n of hea.~quarters and ser­
vice faciliti€s located in this area. 
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(2) Destruction of enemy units a.nd facilities would enhanoe 
the security of the Vinh 'l'hanh Valley and since this area lfos just outside 
the Division •.r •• oR, would contribute to the general secur·ity of the Division 
base. 

(3) Operations in the Kon 'f'ruck urea would provide additional 
experience in conc"iuoting a.irM.obile operations in rugged, mountainous terrain 
with limited n~tura.l LZ 1s. 

b. 'rho Division mission a.a. stated in the JIM BO'.iIE qperation order 
was 1 ":Di vision attacks on 10 H rch to destroy enemy forces a.nd installs. tions 
in the Kon '11:ruck area (BR 5983), continues -offensive operations in T~·Oh, 
and provic:ies two brts as a reserve/reaction force for I Fl'\.lRCLV." 

10 1 CUWC.wi-'"i' CJJf O.f'Efu.'.l'IUN. 

a. The Division planned to conduct search and destroy operations 
in the Kon Truck at'ea with two brie;·acles._ The lst Bl'ies·ade was to air assault 
into the: L:a.st portion of the ar1::a of ope:rations on the mornillf5' of 1) ... .Day and 
seal off routes of eesress to the n_orth ancl east into the Kim Sone!,' Valley. 
6.ircraft lift r.osources :would 'then be shifted to the 3d .drigade for a.ssaul t 
into the western portion of the area to block routes to the north and west. 

· <hoe established in the:i.l· sectors the brigades were to saturate the area 
with small Vilt pa trolB anC:. blocking posi hons ~stride trails and water 
oourses. Tht1 blocks would be progressively tightonf.id in a.n attem:vt to en­
circle ~ forcE:s or installations in tht1 center of tht1 area and to fo,rce 
enemy ~ovement; :Gach bri~ade was directed to nainta.in one ~ttalion ~s .a 
reserve for comr.iitr.1ent against an~r signficant enel!l;lr force or installation. 
Reconnaissanco prior to D-l>a;ir was lir.1i t,etl and 1/9 Ua.v was to execute a decep­
tion operation in the Suoi Ca. Valley (.olt 7767) on 8 - 9 °1'.iar (actually con­
ducted 7 - _12 11ar). 1,st oqdn, 9th Cav was also tasked to screen the outer 
limits and approaches to the-JIN BOWI:C area of operations and to coordinate 
with the Vinh Thanh Valley USSF/CIJJG Canp. 'l'he 2d Brigal:e was to conduct 
base defense and TA.OR operations. Jil·I BO'w'IB was to be supported. from the 
_Division base e.t An Khe. 

b. Fire support for Jrn B<Nrn emphasized initial use of 'i'AC Air 
a.a "}reparations for iriitie.l assaults and to assist in LZ construction. 
Operation schedules provided for early displacement of artillery into firing 
positions to support assaults into other LZ 1s. Since resupply w~s lil:dt~d 
to air,, artillery planning_ provided for attack of targets by the massed fires 
of multiple fire units rather than volley fire by a single unit. 

ll. J.:.:l{L;CUTIOH. 

a. Division Ol:'Cirn 6607 ('JIN BO\/IE) was issued 0716\10 Har and wa.s 
preceded by _separate instructions to lst Squadron, 9th Cat to initiate de­
ception_ operations in the Suoi Ca Valley ea.st of the Jili BO\-/Il;; area commencing 
7 Nar 66. .D-Day was este.bUshEJcl as 10 llar 66 however low· ceilint-;·s a.ntl ht:.avy 
rains caused postpone:ment on 10, 11, and 12 liar 66. It is possible that 
the weather delay contributed to the generally light contact encountered 
in the area. Ch 13 Mar lat Bde eleaents onoountered a VCS vicinity Blt 6783 
with an JJiVN friendship pass. Upon questioning this individual stated that 
about 8 - 10 Ifarch th& local VC were told that the Americans were coming 
and to g·o into -hiding with the local VC novine.· generally Horth. Interroga­
tion of other VCC, Vt:S a.nu docuaents tend to substantiate the fa.ct that VC/lNA 
elements withdrew 'from the area about 8 l-ia.rch. The la.ck of military and 
individual rosidue indicates that -BllY withdrawal. was orderly and planned. 
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b. JD1 Buwn: operations will be covered in the following p~!B.soa 
in this after action roporta 

(1) J:';i se I • 7-12 March ·.u 1/9·. Ca.v deception operations in 
tho Suoi Ca Valley. 

(2) J:'ha.se II, l}-16 •·iar. let and 3d Brie,ade operatfohe in 
the Kon 'riuck bE~so a.rt.£\. 

(3) .lbase II!, 17 - 22 Na.roh~ lat Md 3d Bde o-pe:ration& in 
the Nt/ extension of the e.roa. of opetn.tions. 

. (4) .1.'hase r:v, 2) - 28 liar. 3d Brigade opera.tions in· the upper 
Song Ba. Vn.lley.-

NC/rl!:1. ~~:ea.a of opt:ra.tion corrospondi~ to tile !our phases abvve 
are shown on uverln:y l. 

c. ,t'hnse I, 7 - 12 hn.rch. 1/9 Cav oonti.uct(,d 0.ece,,>tion ogera.ticne 
in tho Suoi Ca ·Vo.lley ~ith the· obj'octive of rdsle>'.ding the eneo;y <>.a to the 
Di.vision 1 s · a:t'(;a. or op.:.rations. 1/9 Cav operations· oonsisted of le.nclings 
of rifle plfl.toons mid 'roconnzd.ssn.noe operations. Those r..ctiviUes were sup­
portt:d b~ a.«, rial rookOt ri.rtillery e..nd J.,ey • .Jfi.r a.cti vi ties. Uno loudspoOker 
mission of 150 ninutes 'with the thooe "Don't i!1.re at ;:..ircrn..ft'' rind six leaf'· 
let missions, (!70,000 lea.fl.eta) wore used in support of this phc.se, The~e 
were no friendly· losses during this phnse. dct.ttered ground to e.ir firings 
and one aigl:lting FY.re depicted 6n the intelligenco inci'~~nt overlay (Inclosure 
1). . . . 

d. Hw.ae II, 13 - 16 l'in.roh., 

(1) 13 lhrch. 

. (a.) 1st Brigade ... Gl:ilft&La J!oUowing a two hour deley 
due to ground fog within the objective area the Br~nda oonduo~ed sinulta.­
neous a.ir a.ssa.ults at 1000 hours to seize battalion Ubjeotivee COllfr:WUS and 
iHUJ!X Gl'l'Y,, Upon ~eizure of these objectives, artillery was noved into 
tho arcn. to support tho lnnt~int;·s of the thircl battallOn into blocking 
positions ·to the north and east, At 1}00 hours brig<•l.4.e units c0nnenoed to 
sveep to the north tron rril.:iND: Cl'l'Y and. to the west i'roll Vu1iJJ:lliiJ;j to lo-
ca te en&f\Y poreonnel Mti. installations within the operF.tionill a.ree., 'l'he 
brigade forwnt"ct C;." C..epartod base ca.!:lp o.t 1355 and was operational within 
thf;). objcoti vo area. by 1425. 1/8 Ce.v a a.t 09}6 hours :t3 Gorapany lifted off 
the GuLF 4LiliRSB at Ja.np ;.~JJCLD!~, ant~ air aesa.ulted'LZ COLUhBU::I i'fu.Ll'ffi (BR 
653875) f'.t 1000 hours. 'There w s no eneey contact on the ground and the 
LZ wa,. reportod soo~e a.t 1007 1 B Battery, 2/19 Arty began novc.:mEJnt !rOI~ 
the base or..np at 1020 to COWLBIJS JurtTH. At 1025 hours C Md :0 Coopanios 
departed the GOLF C<lJi.tS1J with C. ~n1m.ny closil'l6 into blocking position 
CJiiS':3~1l';:A. (BR 6378_99) b? 1050 hours A.tl.c1 D . Uom.-pruiy deploy-inf; nround Ct..11IHBUS 
as. <i. seouri ty force. ARJ. nnd ~un ships fron 1/9 Ca.v engR.ged .wo a.utom--.tio 
weapuns vioini ty 1Z C': ;::i: .. n:ri~ with unknown rfisul ts. A. Cunpany lifted off at 
1215 hoitrs a.nct. J.m1ded at COLLII!BUS ::SOOTH (BH 654864) closine at 1250. At 
this tine tho b.-'.ttalion hl'.d completely closed into the objective ar<.a. and 
tho bc.ttnlion Cl? wc.11 established at CuLtf: :SuS ~lOllTH. J..t 1)25 hours ·~ ond 
B ConpE'.nies began I\ sweep to the west f'.nd by- nightfall were located ?·t 
BR 640854 Mel Bi.• 633665 respectively. C Cor.i~ established platoon ~ 
bush site a a.long trails in tho vicninity of ~iS ,JarA. 2/6 Ca't't lhe plctoon 
of B Company lifted· off the <h.l1F CJJtlSD at 0930 huura and air asaa.ulted 
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LZ J!.:LNIX CI'i'Y (l:lH 629820) at 0951. '11he platoon experienced no enemy 
contact a.nd rapidly set to work improving the LZ enabling the remainder 
of the company to la.nd at 1000 hours. D Company followed i3 Company into 
the LZ beginhillti at 1010 hours and assuHed the mission of seourine the 
area. from B Company. .a. and L! Companies de~a.:r.ted the GOLF COURSE at 0930 
hours and air assaulted LZ NAIL (BR 643824)·with A Company closing at 1055 
a.nd C Comy,ia.nt closing a.t 1100 hours. Tne battalion CP closed i'i:il!!NIX CITY 
at 1124 followed by the final elements of A Battery 2/19 •rty which closed 
that position at ;i.240 hours. 'i'he recon platoon reported closing' blockiJ:16 
position SAW (BR 640843) at 1250 hours having landed earlier at a small 
J,z a short distance to the north. B Company at 1112 hours began a sweep 
from i:~illNIX CITY to blocking position ?LIERS (BR 623834) reaching that posi­
tion at 1920 hours. l!hroute the company encountered 5 VC and following 
a brief firefi1:;ht estimated l VC ru. .ii.t 1300 nours A and C Companies began 
a coordinated sweep to the- north toward; ·the ·blocking posi tiona esta.blisn,ed 
by B Company and the recon platoon• Che platoon from C Company remained 
on blocking position DRILL (BR 642819). By nii;;htfa.11 A Company was located 
vicinity BR 039827 a.nd C Company was locatad vicinit~r 3R 642827. 1/12 Cav1 
i~ Company lif·i;ed off the GOLF COO:R$E a.t 1225 hours and closed r..z DJCK (:3H. 
670919) at· 1247 hours. B ComJ;>a.ny departed the GOLF CCifoS..; at 1)30 and. 
closed LZ ~AIL (BR 693840) at 1349 hours. The company minus remained a.t 
1~AIL to ~ecure the battalion CP which closed at 1700 while one platoon 
from the coi;1pa.ny moved. overland to blocking poai tion 4 closing at 1710 
hours. C Uompan~r departed the GOLF COORSE at 1415 hours a.nd landed approx­
imately 1000 meters east cf blocking position 5 (BR 667823). From this 
location the company moved overlanG. to ·t;he blocking position closing at 
1655 hours. l1 Company landed viqini ty iU. 702980 at 1350 hours and moved 
overland to blocking position 3 (BR 690885) • 1rhe c:ompa.ny dlosed the posi­
tion at 1640 hours. 'l.1he batte,lion reported negative enem;ir contact during 
the day. 

(b) 3d Bde - The first elements of tne 2/5 0av began 
to move at 131300 Iia.rch 1966. Companies C and i.l and the Forw?.rd C? air 
assa.ul ted to Position DlXJG to secure the Brig2,de C-i and i; Battery, 1/21 
Artille:r.y. Company~ air assaulted to Position N~W R£DBOY vicinity BR 
611832 to secure A. :datter:1r, 1/21 Ji.rtillery. Compan~" B remained a.t Ca.mp 
R....DCLIFF as the Brig<.de reserve on 30 minute alert. 'l'he 1/7 0av began an 
air assault at 131521 !larch 1966; with (;ompa.ny..., moving into LZ 3 vicinity 
576907, and the remainder of the Battalion moving to LZ 1 vicinity 525894. 
No ene~r contact was me.de tb2.t dcy. The 1/21 Artillery CP moved to the 
Division forw<:,,rd refueling point vicinity Vinh Thanh CLDG Ca.mp on 13 I·iarch 
1966. 

(2) 14 liarch. 

(a.) 1st Brigade - G.cirr.ti.:~LI The 1st Brig ,de continued 
to utilize one bat·;;alion in blocking positions to the north and east of 
the area of operation while two battalions continued coordinated sweeps 
toward established blocking i)OSitions SAW and CJS6.t:.~Ja.. 1/8 Cavl At 0730 
hours ~ E:.lld C compr.nies continued trteir joint sweep to the west and by night­
fall were located vicinity Btl 625854 and BR 625865. Five VC with wea~ons 
were observed a.nd engq,-ed by artillery with unknown results. C Company 
remedned at (.;USS.Jr.A conducting pl~toon size patrol.a around tiln.t loc2..tion. 
ll Compcin;r <i.nd the battalion CJ? remained at COLLLJ3US :i:fUJ.-('J:d. Durint;; the 
day elements of the bnttalion located 0 ten-hut fortified villll.be at ~R 
600855 G.nd ~t BR 645885 discovered the body of a VC whG had been killed 
by mortar fire the previous day. 2/8 Ca-..a B Company remained on blocking 
position :PLI:uRS. Elements of the company fired on a.n armed VC vicinity 
TIR 623833 but were unRble to locate the body after find.ine blood in the 
area. A e.nd C Companies continued their push Against blocking positions 
PI.IERS 2.nd SJ,.W closing n.t sunset. ~t BR 638838 a. rec<.:ntly occupied 
battalion rest e.ree. we,s found A.nd neP.rby at BR 640837 two dead VC 9.'rmed 

·with M-1 carbines were discovered in an area where twenty bunkers had 
been constructed. A continued see.rch of the a.ref'.. during the afternoon 
i.mcovered one VC whose r..rm 11P,d 0~1:7n blown off the. prt:cedi:ng day l:\)r 2..rtille:ry 
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fire. AdC!.i tion . ..,,l caves rmd a. fresh eTave containing a. VC body were ti.J.SO found 
in the area.. 1/12 U'".v • All uni ts of the battalion conducted local pat1·01s 
from their blockini,, posHions \d th the exception of •. Llompanyi lilockint>' 
position 2 was considered to be too inaccessible and the company was ordered 
to a. new looe.tion. 'l'he col!lpe.n;r 'was in ·the progTess of movine,· and spent the 
nightvioinit;u- J~' 683893 • .A Battery, l/'.>Oth J.rt;v· (155mm) was air lifted 
into blocking position 5 closine.· at 1440 hours. C Jompany was aasiesned 
the a.ddi tional mission of securing the bt>ttery. 'i'llroug:lout the da.y the 
battalion reported neg~tive eneriy contact. 

(b) 3c:C 3riga.de - M..t 140830 lia.roh 1966 t~1e 1/7 Cav beeia.n 
mover·\ent tow .rd bloo'dng positions in the ~.forth and nest of the Brit{e.cie 
sector. M 140937 l:~ .rch 1966 the 2/7 Ci.V::.lr~r began an air assault into 
LZ A vicinH~r JR 568320 closing at 141155 Larch 1966. 'J.'he Batta.lion im­
mediately beum moveNent toward bloclcinB' positions in the I/est e.nd Jouth 
of ·0he 3ri.;ade sector. C ktter~r, 1/21 J..rty, moved to LZ l d.urinb tile mor­
nin._, of 14 iJ> .. rch 1966. the 2/5 0av Fetilon-iaissance pla:i;oon made con to.ct· 
wit,1 a sLIP.11 force of VC, coorciinates BR 617890, in the mornint, resultint.::. 
in l VC KU.. and l VCG. 

(3) 15 11fa.rch. 

(a.) ::.st :3ritfJa.de ... Glli~-.G,w1.L1 'l'he 1st :i3ri5ade c.:ontinued 
'Go employ one b:.ttFclion cs a blookini:; :orce while t~u, sE.oond battalion 
completed a tw(; Gompa.ny sweG:;;> P.nd t:1e +.'.1ir.d be:. t ·~al-ion be~<m search a.nd 
destro? ~perations in prr .. viously uncover. _, G.ru1s of ti'1eir sector. 1/8 Cava 
'i1he b8. tte.lion con tinned a two compa.n;<,' swoep in sect, ·r with A a.nd. i3 Gumpany 
pushint;· to t,c.e nort:1 against blockint,; position l)JS,:;:t:.T~.. .1.t 1021 hours .i~ 
Gompan~· WLS i:dr lifted to LZ ROi?D (:3H 615870). Upon oloSil'lb Rl)_t)lli , t 1036 
:1ours the con1pa.ny continued to push to the north with J3 GomJ:lb.IlY on its c.ast 
fl2.nk. :aoth '.mi ts discovered mmerous trails a.nd huts c..m:i~ t.i:~e day but 
reported nq,·,·.+.ivG enern.'" cont2.ct. By 1430 hours thE:: companies hc.d reached 
their objective (C'ji.:JS.JiA) &".ld link<-d ix.• with 0 Com~1any. &-rior to the link 
up of the coJ:J.p.nies J (;ompany 11.cc. conducted extensive local petroll~ ~ 
t::w e.rea. Surrounding· C'i3l:lfil,_'J~ with no si,enific . .nt sib_1ti!l()·s re:tiorted.. Uom­
mencin{ at 1506 hours :S lJompa.ny was extracted from CUdd.!ilf•. encl closed I.ii 
'.L':~IG ER (:3R 645885) at 1530. at which tiL1e .t. Comprol~" w2.s air lifted into the 
LZ clo~i.!lg at 1625 hours. The h.ttA.lion Ui' rema.i!.led c:.t C1..LU!'i:Ju·a ~i<JL-~.(·,.~ 
with :C 1;omp?J1.'" coi1(:_ucti:1i:; sec1.lri ty patrols out to 1500 IUet(;;ra from the 
Ci:' <>r-.a.. 2/8 Cava ~.t 0940 ,. Company lifted off from SJ,../ and .·,ir assaal ted 
LZ ~IUK (BR 640828) closing ~t 1018. The oompan~· dispatched pattola out 
to 1500 neters with net.s~~tivc con·c2.0t. B:ir 1530 the patrols had retumed 
to !'ICK .nd tl1e com:pa.n~r was extre.o ted and closed in to a. LZ vicinity Dtl 
487794 from where t~e~' swept to :OR 645803 prior to C:.ark. 'ihe comp.::.ny dis~ 
eovered }() - 40 bunkers at JH 643834· 'l'hroU(,~1.out the dny C Gompu.ny a.nd 
the re con :ple. toon swept et\st from s..w to BR 648842. Vicinity BR 648844, 
the unit kill(;C:. e. VJ armed with '· pistol. 1J.1wo other VU were fired on vio­
L"li ty Jh 648838 and blood eta.ins found· in the a.rLa. indicatcod at la~st l 
VC ~;TL., '1'he rocon pl;·,t.oon captured l VOS in black st1irt e.nd trousers wearin6 
a. 'J:.1-V ... pistol bolt at 3i:t 649842. B Wom:pa.J.1.~' in the mer...ntime swept to the 
we: st with no cont8.ct reported and rear.inud overnib;1t vicinHy .Di;t 625837. 
J..t JR 626838 t:nc. unit looc-~·t;od 2, ;;ossi::ile hospital s:i. te. Dunkers in the 
a.re:o. ~•e.Ci boe11 ouverod ovo:t :::.nd thtt odor in the air incl.ica.tEid tlley ma.y have 
been utilized <.s t;r.wes. ~.dd.i tionr..l foxhohs and. bunkers were O.iscovered 
vicinit:" j{8. 628839 z.,nc;, BR 631s3ei. 1/12 CC1.va 'l'hE) b-,ttu.lion rerua.ined in 
th.EJir assi6!led blocking positions and conc;.ucted nuderous s;:iall W'lit patrols 
in soc tor. .'I. Cor.1:~);:.n~r cltlsed into thoi:i: new blocking :;)osi tion at BR 095695 
E~t 1141. ~.11 clcr.·ionts of the bntta.lion reported ne1J·2.tive ene~· contact 
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during- the periOd. 

(b) Ch 15 llarch 1966 1/7 liav anci 2/7 Gav began j?ls.toon 
sized satu.r2-tion P'•trollinc, in the }d .rlrie;ade sector. The only canto.ct 
th£,t .. d<'.y wr.s sniper fire in j:,,Z 1 and at Ki 557801. ·.1.·wo friendly ,r.LJ.s from 
Li \.iompany, 2/7 Gav, resulted frc·m action in the secc,ncl loce.tion .• ·.1.'he .1.10.t­
te..lion d.iscc;yerbd R.nd d.cstro;)"ed L. ruccntly evc,cua.ted VU rc,.st Cc.mp at Tu.i: 
476826 e.nd a traini!l€; c2.mp ,,·\; B~~- 557801. 'i:m: 2/5 v&v, less .... Gompc.ny and 
Reccinnc:..issa.nce -1< .. toon, was moved to Division :ae.se lici.l'tlJ and att2.ch.ed to 
t'-1e 2d :Srit_;e.de. .1. Com~><.P.;' a.ti.cl •teconnaissa.nce Pl..;.toon c0ntinued to secure 
20si tion ::x..-7.: .2.1<.ci ILl:D:BOY. 

(4) 16 1ia.rch• 

(a) 1st Brige.do - Glili.f&1/i.Lz 'J.''1.e 1st :drigc:>de continued 
a two batt€1.lion search e..rtd destroy operations ccnd. utilized ·che third bat­
tE',liOn c,s 2. blocking force to the north md east. ...t 1020 hours .J:l 'l'roop 
1/9 Urw air lMdE..d tho troop rifle pl2..toon at Brt 72QB21 to check an c:-.r'-a 
fr or.1 whi c!:J. aircrc-~ft hc~d been r8cei vinti s all, 2..rms fire. :;,.f-Cer se2..l'ci1ing· 
vill2.gc s e.nd tunnels in thc area the pl:~ to on picked up o;.1e VCS C;\.l'ld were 
c.x·~racted : .t 1238 hours. 1/8 Cava B Comp2.ny contimwd to search for t:-1e 
enen~r frc.·m ·.~RICiG.:JR overlfl.l:ld. tei vicinity .3R 655895 fr0m w'1ere tne;y werE: E:X­
tract d at 1701 hours W1cl closed CCLIE.llJS HLU'l'll a.t 1758 hours • .:~ \JompanJr 
remained 2.t '1'.RIG1~::8R E<.s a. r-.serve prepc-..rcd for attachment t.o t~1e 1/12 liiw 

in the evept that t.:.ie F°i"ORCI!.'V reserve ba. ttalicn was ccrmi tted. C '"onpany 
remained ,;.t CJ;;.J3A.'I' ... and conducte_d pL.toon size: p,1.tr·. ls ont to 2000 meters 
with no cont<..ct ru:pcrtcd. ••t BR 643892 the co17fpMy C:isc~verE-d "pL.toon 
size arer~ with huts, .a water to-'er, and 100 :r:iorn1ds of rice all . f w .ich 
were dr.stroJred. -·t 1600 tho C(mpm1~- w4s. extic.oted a.nu closed CJI.U' lf(iS ;;(;R'i·.-i 
:·.t 1711 hours. Th(; recon pld ·on ccind.uctecc 2. sweep fr.:im 0u1u1::J;Js NOitl'H 
to 3rt 66:'875 from wL1ero they werE: oxt:i:act~d at 1355 and. closed back into 
COLU: J3'CiS ~~ .R'r:-: i:;.t 1424 hours. :U Uoflp21.rw conti:1uccl tL prcvir.:.e secu:r-i tJ• fc.r 
the u~· eleri:ents <:.t COLUi.iBUS. 2/8 02.v1 •• l.!-:m:._xm~r cc.1ti:ni.ed to search 
from :SR 640797 to BR 638798. .. .. t :BH 631789 the company cliscover<..cl 3 huts 
with warn stovcs !'.nd cookine; utcnsils. 3 IJom:p;:cny conc,uctecl lucc.;l -patrols 
arounc: its patrol bt.se during the day and rerJ.ained d.t .fo. 625u37 during the 
night. U Conp2.ny continued to sweep overl,'.ncl tow2..rc~ .. HILL which w-.. s c·cc·,;.­
pied by one pli,toon from the con~J~r. Vicinity .JR 657841 the coap~r located 
a :flli'.toJn size rbst aru', an'. .. were fired upon b~,. one VC w~10 escaped. .JJ 

Coupa'1;' continuE;d -~o secure the battalion C.l:' n.nd artillery pcsi t_ions at 
.:',~.JiNIX CITY. 1/12 \Java 1.1.'ho b2.ttali n continued to cccup~- .blcoldrlb posi­
tions E'..nd. provide the lFUiWEV Reserve/li.C ~ctic1n Force. 'ihc br.tta1.ion pr< -
vided a coupE'.ny as e, standbJr reaction force fur :a 'l'roop, 1/9 Cav during 
its operaticin to the. east. .:.t ilR 685811 a C Gompru1y Ei.ll1b·1.sh site ruceived 
f.-u.r rouncls of sniper fire but was unA.ble tc, loc2,te t~'1e sniper• 

(b) 3d .Sri.Gade - Ch 16 Lhrch 1966 the Brig2.cle continued 
SLlall unit saturation 11etrollint; in the a.rE.<, of operc::ioi:is with spora<iic 
enemy s~,all ·arr:is fil'e but no siGnificnnt contact. 

( 5) .i • .i~ase II e.c Ums ,'>re illustrated on Uverle.y ~ • 

e. .t:'ha.se III 17 - 22 rnr. 

(l) .1ht;n it became app2.rent that no significant forces or 
m2.jor headque..rters woulc1 be found in the Kon ·J.'ruck 11.rc.a. .i.livision pl<•.med 
to shift operations to t'.1e Fiorthwest in e.n 13-tter:i.pt ta regain cont,-.ct. The 
1st Ede wc·.s rcloc'.ted about 30 l'J. to the Nol of t .. _,_eir rh<~se I ::.rt.a and 
orientecl to coi1c:uct operations gonernll;r towEtrd tho Sl!< - tnis rcloca tiun 
WP.s coordinated with [~ reorientation of the 3d Brie;a<le g·enerall~r to thlt £fl;/. 
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(2) 1st :Brigade r~ctions c:urinb this };lhase arc summarized ~s 
follows -

(a.) 170001 .. 172400 HE;.r. Gi.!ll:f&:c,.La. The 1st .drigadc 
continutid 'co occup~r blockine; J;>osi ti-.lns 8.ne.. cond.uct search a.nd clestrvy cpera. .. 
tions in sector. Cne battalion supportetl by two artillery be. tteries air 
a.ssa.ulted. into tI:ie new r.rcfl. of opcro.tichs n.ssi.gned under at>ORD Jj}I BOWLi­
:i.ifvRTilf.:.JST. 1/8 Cav1 -'•t 1250 hours C Comp~ we.a R.irlifted from COlifUBUS 
SOOTn E'..nd a.ir assa.ul ted LZ ii..az.i.N (BS 481073) a.t 1307 hours. ifo eneI!IY con­
tact W•>s encountered cmd the comp~r closed at 1}:;6. l3 l)ompa.ny e.nd the 
br.ttr.lion C.c1 i'ull:>wed U Liur:ip~r into the Li Cl·~sing b~c 1456. :U Uonpany 
wc.s aext lifted L11to ·J::.j-ZiJ'f nnd closed the LZ at 1524. .• Uomp<:.ny cumplotcd 
the batt2.lion .Dve when it wns lifted from 'l'i.IGU:;Jili and closetl '.l1 

• .hlii~~ at 
1650 1ours. iia.rlier in the dey at 1345, B e..nd. \; :b2.tteries 2/19 .;.rty coLnenced 
move-:1ent to '..:'•...:~i.N. Both bn.tteries F..nd the bat ta.lien Ci clvsed prior to 
1715 hours. 2/8 Cav 1 ... Company rome.ined r..t their P'""· trol b.::.se vicinity 
BR 638798 2.nC:. during the c':.P.y conducted pntrols out to 1500 ooters froo tho 
bc.se e.rea.. B Conp~r conducted a sweep fror.i :SR 623832 to BR 633831 where 
they rei:v.in-ecl E'.t ?, l?Z. C tJoBpe.ny continued to sweep from .OR 662840 c.t 
LZ ;ilICK (BR 64!833). i~t 1345 a.n additionei.l platoon 9f C tJompany w.s airlifted 
from DRII.L to the C t;ompany loci>.tion E1t FICK. D Compe.ny contfaued. to secure 
the ba.tklion CP and. a.rtiller~r b!'.ttery ct PllENIX. CITY. l/12 Cava The 
bA.tte.lion .continued to occupy P.ssigned blocking positions within sector. 
·~t 0600 the battt.lion was relieved. of the FFORC~'V' Reserve/lteA.ction Force 
nission b~r 1/8 CF.w. \.! Compe.ny on Objective 5 receivtid 20 rounc~s of BtlE'.11 a.:t'filS 

fire frc.o th€l north ~t 2000 hours. 'i'here was nc otht.r con t<~ct reported 
during tb.e dr•J'. 

(b) 180001 - 182400 L-.r. G_,J:&.lf.L. 'l"ho 1st Bri~A.de 
utilized one battalion to secure tho 'xd. -~El combat base a.t LZ TARZAN and 
provide the FFORCI:.""V' Reserve/Reaction :...orce. '1'he other two battalions a.ir 
assa.ultf;d into t'1eir assiBned sectors, and commenced search and destroy 
operations in an effort to locate the <m&Ji?Y forces which were suspected to 
be in the region. l/8 Cava ·r:1e bat·:;alion contil'J:c'.ed to secure ~Z 'i'~"~·Ui.N, 
which included two a.rtillery batteries, the brigade CF which closed at 1600 
hours, a.nd forward refuelint.· facilities. B Company conducted a. sweep from 
LZ ·l'..:~J;(l.:.i.1'{ to BS 498075 where a VU company wa.s reported to be guarding a 
supply installation. The compa.n;;· searched. the area but w s unable to find. 
any indications of ener.y activity and returned to ·r~T. 2/8 Cava .Ii. 

CompanJ'" wa.s airl,ifted from :BR 640797 and aAsa.ul ted L~ ROBIN (BS 428024) a.t 
0903 hours. By 0935 hours the company had closed ano. reported negative eneny 
contact. At 0925 h.o'.lrs· 'B Company wa.s air lifted from ~ EICK and a.ssaul ted 
LZ :t'U:...CC.CK (BS 429021) closi.ne at 1018 hours. C Company was then a.ir landed 
a.t LZ :a.cBDT closing a.t 1140. i'he battalion Cl? and .t~ :dattery 2/l9th J..rty 
followed C Compan;)' into. RO:SDi closine;· b:l 1240 hou:rs. Th& reoon platoon a.ir 
assaulted LZ './REN (BS 421026) closil18· at 0936 hours. C 0ompa.ny be&a.n a sweep 
to the northeast from RvBiif a.nd discovered an estimated regimental size 
assembly a.rea. vioµiit;:.r B~ 429023 with 50 - 60 two mc:.n foxholes, warm ovens, 
slogans a.nd pamphlets. Suspectint; the withdrawal route wa.s to the north, 
:a Compan~' wa.s airlifted from :ii'.Ja.COCK to LZ Sl'ARR0.-1 (BS 424040) closing at 
1227 hours. J.11 uni ts of. the battalion continued to search for the enemy 
throughout the afternoon and by nightfall had returned to the vicinity of the 
LZ'_s which they ha.d 11.tilized durL-i.. the initial assaults. 'l"he recon plc..toon 
ha.c'. swept from LZ iY.RElf to .::·~CCCK 1·•here they remaine6. for be ni0 ht. 1/12 
Cav c 0 Gor,1pan;· air a.ssaul ted LZ S:i?koDDS (BS 458035) a.t 0848 :.1ours and closed 
by 0950 hours. The remainder of the battalion followed C Company into LZ 
SJ?.t.DES with D Uompa.ny closL16 a.t 1015 hours, ~• Company closing a.t 1150, 
and the battalion CJ? and :S Comp<>.ny closing 1056. D Company remained at 
~:.D.ll:s to secure the bat ;a.lion Cl:' while the line companies moved out from 
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;j}',:i.])JJS to co~duct search and dest:o~r ?pera ~ions within assigned. s~c~ors: _ 
J<.t sunset ~\. Uompa."l;ir was located. vicrni ty J:JS 472027, B 0or,1vany vicinity J..Z 
CLUB3 (BS 441028), U Gompany vicinity LZ -1.8.:~H·rs (BS 460060) and the battalion 
recon platoon at BS 469033. 1/9 Uavt Following the departure of U Uompany 
1/12 Cav from Objective 5 (L~ uuVD) the rifle platoon from B 'i'roop assunrnd 
responsibility for the 155mm battery locatud tnere. ••t 0390 hours a Cn~54 
was hit by s111all arms firo while lifting out an d.rtillery :piE:ce. 'rhe heli­
copter landed at LZ COLU: 13US So:J•.£1:'.i and w .. s repaired and continued its mission • 
Scouts of :a 'i'roop checked the c•.rea and one of tneir s .ips wa.s also hit by 
!:)'I'ound fire. The rifle platoon of the troop swept the art'.:a where the fire 
had originated but the sniper was not found. 'rhe 155mm bE,ttery completed 
its move to the 3d Brigade sector and .B '.l'roop closed TJ1.Hu.::..N at 1755 hours• 

(c) 190001 - 192400 h::.r. l+~:L:Jl..'.La The 1st Brigade 
continued. search and destroy operations within its assigned area of opera-
tions with two battalions. The third battalion continued. to secure LZ 'i'.1.HLiA.N 
and provide the l!-,.E'ORCL'V Reserve/Reaction J!,orce. 1/8 Uava 'i'he bc::.ttalion 
continued to secure IL:. T.:.,,Uti.N and provide t:.rn rese::rve/reaction force. J:'la-
toon size pe,trols were conducted around the area. '11wo 1>a t:+ols from ~. \Jompa.ny 
terminated at a pick up zone vicinity ~S 498058 from wherF the patrols were 
extract0d c..t 1540 hours and closed '>.' • .J.'t~ .. J.f at 1603 hours. 2/8 Gav: ~.t 0830 
hours the recon platoon lifted off J:'".J .. CuCK and air assaulted. LZ 8'£.'...HLilm 
(BS 390000) nt 0840 hours. lrom ::l'i'. ,J:{LilTG the platoon moved overl2,nd to 
FI1,TC"tl (:BR 385995) searchinh for mnjor t:cc..ils enroute. J~ 1Jon.p2.ny lifted off 
H1. BIH 2,t 0901 e,nd 2,ssaulted LZ ... '::.J.l·!>.iii.IT (BS 399060). '.L:he company then began 
to sweep to the southwest toward .JL.IL (BS 380029) Md by nightfall were 
located vicinity ~8 393048. B Company continued to sweep their assi5ned sec­
tor fl.nd established a compmy b .se vicinity BJ 427053 for the nieht. ·rhe 
battalion CE, G and :J Companies romuined at RuBIN o.uring the c.lay. Thr;;re 
was no enem;.r cont<,ct reported. 1/12 Gav a D Comp8lly and the. battalion C.i:' 
remained at SJ:',.:OES. :. .. Company swept west and then .south closint:,· into LZ J.JLiiLiW 
(BS 456011) at 1150 hours. Il Company conducted pc..trols vicinity 1:... il.Al.i1i'S 
e..nd at 1600 hours wel'.'e extrE'.cted from t~..c .... .i.l'l'S and closed into j)D..l•i<.MD at 
1700. 'The br.ttalion recon platoon moved from their 1002.tion <~ntl swept to 
LL. SJ?J.jJ..JS closing £-t 1415 hours. 

(d) 200001 - 202400 li.-.r. Gl1f.G~-l..La The 1st :dri5·G.de con­
tinued Oper2.tion Jih BOWii;;..lrnJl'i':.i1fi:8T with one bP-ttalion continuing to secure 
'l'~iRZ..i.N, one be.ttalion conducting search a.nd destroy operations, anci. the 3rd 
battalion air lifted to . .N ~u;. 1/8 Cava The battalion continued to secure 
the brigade comb;ct bc;Se by saturation patrolling around the 1~ and vrovided 
the reserve/reaction force. 2/8 Uavl •• t 0900 hours the recon platoon was 
air lifted from I:'LifGii and closed into RUBliI. •• Comps.ny continued their 
sweep to the southwest and closed position OJfaIL 8.t 1500 hours. ..: .. t 1530 
hours the company w2.s extracted rMnd closed into .i:ti. • .dIN at 1630 hours. :0 
Compeny conducted platoon size patrol& throughout the day.from a company 
base vie 3S 437053 •. ..t 1350 hours the company w<.s airlifted to RUDH closing 
2.t 1635 hours. • .. t 1002 hours C 0ompany lift0d off ,-{OBUT a.nCi. air assaulted 
LZ :t;..GL:L; (B.l:l. 455973) at 1007 and ~sta;l{lished a patrol base. l?lc,toon size 
pe.trols were conducted out to one kilometer with no contact. '.J.'he company 
was extracted from :J:.GLLJ and closed hOBIN at 1435 hours. 1/12 Cav J .... t 0815 
hours B Uompcny lifted off 8...-'".J)...:;S and e.ir assaulted LZ J:>_.s:::; (BS 493040) 
at 0820 hours. i'hc company SWO:tJt south alon0 · a creek and then .returned to 
:e ... ss. --t 1445 hours the company oegc-:.n air moveaent to • .i'l' K;,{.L:j and closed at 
1730 hours. .. .. t 0830 hours '-• and l..i \Jompc-.nies bega.n search and destroy sweeps 
from DL.:C,G:,rn to Ob,jective BL-.CK (BS 473000) and J .• CK (BR 467986) respectively. 
:doth companies re2.ched their objectives -and returned to DL.t,,O~m. ~. Company 
began extraction at 1253 hours and closed ... lf Kt-Ici a..t 1427 hours. C Uompany began 
moventent at 1400 hours and closed -·~r IC!:ili ,,t 1630 hours. • ... t 1800 hours the 
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battalion C.i:' and :l.J Company lifted off SJ:' • ...U:.:!~ r:..nd. clpsed •• N icr...,; 2.t 1830 hours. 
B/1/9 Cava The troop remc:dned in e,·eneral support of the brigade. ~~t 1007 
hours the rifle platoon was eir l<::.nded vie B::; 555070 to search for a. possible 
VC re,dio transmitter. 1.1.1hey moved overland to a J.-lZ vie B8 570078 from where 
they were extracted at 1205 hotrs with no contact. 

(e) 210001 - 212400 ~ '8.r 66. Gtl·iili(....1.1 1.i'he 1st Brigade 
conclnded (Jperation JLJ: Bv11I~i:i0lt'f1-i,1~S1.J.' by deployinis· 2 battalions and sup­
portirl5 artillerJ to C.·.1..2 H..l!Cl..U~i. 1/8 Uan '1'he battalion continued theii 
security mission of '11.-.~~N b · conductil16 saturation patrols. ~.t 1505 hours 
the bo.tt&lion was· relieved of the ~'J:t,O~CL..,'V 11.eserve/i.teaction i.1'orce missions 
by the 2/8 Uav. ..t 1227 hours the. 'battalion conmenced deployment by ui-lD 
and c:r~-47 from 1.!:11.H~.i'T to •• N ic:ID 1·1ith j) Company· ·closing at 1545 hours, C 
Comr:iP..ny closing £'.t 1545 hours 2..l'ld B Company closin1:; at 1654 hours ..... i.Jompa.ny 
and elements of the b«.tt ,lion GJ:' remaiaed fit 'i1,.:,__~.jq securing the area until 
the last elements of 2/19th .. rt~r clor.red. i1he artiller;r cleared at 1925 
hours and •· Company and the battalion CJ:' extr<~cted closing C . .J.11" R..DCLIFF 
at 2020 hours. 2/6 Coi.va The" battalion commenced :1ovcr10nt to ••N Kllli at 
0926 hours by uH-lD and CH-47 from H<;BIN. The battalion closed C.i.llt' R·.J.JGLIFF 
at 1505 hours and assumed the reserve/rwaction mission from the 1/8 Gav. 
1/12 Cr..v I Tho be,t ·:-,£di on reme,inod e,t C.J·:!J;' lt..:UCLIF:'..·' and conducted cc.re and 
mt.in tene.nce of oquipr.i1011t. 

(3) 3d Brig<,c~e M tions 17 - 22 Nar follow r 

(A.) On 17 kr 66 thE 2/7 Crw air :~asA.ulted into LZ' s Y 
(BR 535929), Z (ilrl 500968), £:.nd V (BR 544960) on the &"'.st of tho tiuoi Kon 
River. 

(b) During the period 17 - 22 Ln:r 66 the Drig~tde conducted 
extensive pe.trolling in t:10 area of operations. .i:('}(::my contact durine;· this 
period was lirli ted to sniper fii'e en6. harassHent from Vo.; forces of squad 
size or smaller. ..t 1715)5 i.Ls.rch 1966, J Company, 1/7 Uav, killed one VC 
a.no. captr:.red one VUC at .dH 522954. ..t 190935 J:.iarch 1966 il Uompany, 1/7 Cav, 
usinL, e.. daylie;·ht ambush, killed a. snip. r the.t lrn.d- been harassing the Battalion 
in Li l for several days. Un 201645 i;..':'.l'ch 66 0omp~ .... , 1/7 Cav, made contact 
with an unknown number of VC at BB. 582872. ..t 201120 iiarch t.6 (;ompany B 
2/7 Cav, mr..de cont,-,ct with an unknown mrn;ber of VG at :OH 538988 killines' 3 
VC 2..nd suffering· 2 friendly 1L.. ..t 201320 hours contact wes ae;'cin ue,de at 
:3R 537?97 resulting in 1 VC KL.. ..t 211545 H2.rch 66 1Jomp2..lly .B, 2/7 UH.v, 
nmde contact with e.n esti1 1ati::d 5 VG at BR 523995 killing one and capturing 
his weapon. ..t 221520 l:inrch 66 Company•• and Reconnaissance J:'la.toon, 2/5 
C2.v were i·ele<,sed to the 2d Brigade e,nd replaced by \)ompany B, 2/12 Cav. 

( c) Durinc the period 13 - 22 11ar 66 frequent intercepts 
of enemy radio trP.;·1smi~sions were r11ade and :patrols were dispE'.tched to ca.p­
ture or d.estroy the ener113r equipment and operator~; however, the po.t:tols 
were unable to loc,:.te e.ny transni tters. 

(4) Unit loc<:•,tions and J.10ve;.ion1;s during &hase III c:.re depicted 
on Overlay 3. 

f. .i'ht.se r:v 23' - 28 h'.ll'. 

(1) 'I'hc final phase of JD-I Bl·•II.i,; was conducted by the 3d 
Briesade, (J;Jcrc..tions during this p(w.se were initiated vicinit;)' the ab2-ndoned 
Ui:>.3F/UI:OO C<;.I11p at Kanna.ck (BR 422647). 'l"here had been repeated instances 
of firillb' <::.t Division c.ircr2.ft in this area prior to the st-.rt of JD.1. BlulD 
and there was a possibility tl1at elements of the VU 407th Battalion would 
bG contactod. 
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( 2) 3d Brib'c..de operations l:U'e summarized .as follows' 

(a) 1.n 2) liar.ch 66 the :Sri5ade rnoved to a new area of opera­
tions in the :Uivision 'l'#-ji{ encompassed. e-;enerally b;r coordinates :J?.. 2953, 
3R 4270, ·.JR 3069, and J3R 4960. ~·.iovewent com;:;1enceC: at 0815 hours when the 
2/7 Ca:, se.C1.lred ah artille:--y position at LLi GO:w:J, vicinity :i3lt 364596, for 
G :flattery,~ 1/21 ..ri;;y. .i.he 1/7 ea.v then bege.n air assault operations into 
::ul tii)le LL;' s in . .rea.s :t:.OLi.... I anci II. Gompa.ny B ma.de contact with a smc..11 
m.u;1ber of VC vicinity B::l. 310655 at 2)1052 ii: .rch, killine;· 3 VG. ..:ollowing 
the move;-,1ent of t':le 1/7 Ciw, the 2/7 Cav air a.ssaul ted into area ~iI..-. .:iTY 
usinf» 10 I./~ 1 s. ':L'"ne :.lattalion iJ;unedia.tel~r bega.n p.:.trolline,· in :tne area but 
made no enern;r contact. durin.:_ the day. 

(b) •~t 2)1000 . •.a.rc~1 "6 the :Brigade ;;)-3, in the 'l'OC Ship, 
ca. )tured. a VCX; a·c coorciina·i;es :3~~ 537926. 'i'his VJ hc.0. read t1e instructions 
on a safe cu;:1.e,i.wt -;ia.ss anc~ ~ras observeci sta.ndirlb on a bo.l<i :rill, weal1on 
slun.:; m11.zzle down, wavin0 a towel .:.t )<-•ssing aircraft. 

(c) \.!onJ..lc.nt B, 1/7 Gav, be0 2.n receivin.c. r.1or-ca.r and. sLlall 2.rms 
fiJ.:e, vicini°C~" :.:ni. 320657, at 2)1905 Larch 66 ·c:i.a·c continued interui t-Cently 
from t~1e ~:orti:1 i.mtil 241445 1iarc'1 66. ·,:ne <;net~· atta•k wa.s estir;1atecl to 
oe ;;~ reinforceii squ~,C:. SUlY::iortE:d. b~r mo1·tars. \Joi:~Ja112r ~. was ai::. lifted to 
SUiJj?O:c·c Uor;92.n:· B aaC.. artillery ancl. .. ...i:tA were er.1plo;··ec1. in su:,!port; however,. 
contu.ct could "1ot be b'c.ined, c..nd no esti,:2.te of enern;' cas~1a.lties could be 
made. ;.'wo frie;:id.ly casualties were suffered fror:1 enemy e,renacles. 

( d) :... (L-4 7 was <ic. .a£·ec:_ 'J~' enen:- .:ire i;'l 1:6 1 c, t 2)1238 • .i.arch 
F 6 and wc.s not ext:~~.ctecl i.w...;til 24123- ~:C.rc,1 1966. '.1.1ie G~-47 was secured 
br a ylatoon of the 1/7 ;_;c.,v. :·~atter~r :,.;, 1/21 . ..rt:-, c...nC. ...: r.1.:;iany .u, 2/12 Cc...v 
rentained at :.t'osition JO.G tmtil 2414)0 ".ej_ch 1966 )rovidLlt,' fire su;_J_,iort • 
..:let:·;innint; at 2414)0 ~ :0.rch 1966 Go,·1_i2..n~r Ll, c:./7 ...Jc.V, :OveQ. to join tile J.Jrie;a.C:.e 
C.,;· at .osition .:':.C ·:_.c__;_t, vic;ni t~r :J~, 422647, and Jo.ttery :U, 1/::..1 ~t?, moved 
to .i:osj_tion Gv:•~·J, A 0.I-47 w-.s hit b~r ene~; fire while :1.andint.; at .'osition 
G'..·:.,J a;.1d. crashed. and ·1:Y1rned ~cillinc, one mo.n froJYt tne 1/21 . .rt;;r. 

(e) Ln 25 ~iarch 196t, the -~rit:;ade continued saturation :.;ia.­
trolline,· of t:1e avea of 0:;_1erations with no contact. Uoi;~:i:ia.'1y •• , 1/7 Gav, 
sustained one ·1-u. from a sni~1e1·, vicinit;'.,r 30965~, at 250'.'41 ,iarch 1966. 

(f) On 21) ~-~ .rch 1966 the Jri1:;c:.de continued u.L~t.. ... •J:-.jJ _Jn~ 
B1.:.1I:..:.. II wi k the 1/7 Gav air a1rna.ultine, into areas ZOLA III and IV, followed 
b~r the 2/7 Uc.valr~r i .to • ..rea ;:~Ul;'. ·J.'lle 1/21 _.rt~r r.iovc;u. firiJ16 batteries 
into ~:ea R,;~:'J.i',;.:WL:, coord.inates :Ufl. 497550, ....:..ea ) _ _u~:-v'II, coordinc>.tE:d. 3 .. t )704ol 
c.ne. ti1e Jase .a.:.ea.. ..:ne 2/7 Gav left s; iall stay be'.1ind a:.11b.'.s~1 ;iatrols in 
arec:. '~I.::'.:.':=·~1~: 0•• 'I'he ambi'.s'.1 in ..:osi tion C~ .. ;..,n na.C.e con ta.ct wit~1 5 VC; :10i:ever, 
it w s sp:ru.~· ::;ireua t·,1rely and did. aot cc hi eve tf~e_ desired affect. On 2 6 
s.nc'.. 27 ~:2.rc:\ 1966 foe .Jri6 ade conciuctes small wii t saturation, pa.trolline; 
in the area of operations with no contact. 

. (g) Jef,inni~ a.t 2~:0800 ~:. ..rch 1966 the :0ri0 ade rtOVE:d to the 
Sta" behind. 'atrols were a.lso used when depa:.. ting ... rea 
O?h;:LJ~:,~ION JIL BG•T.i:.:.; terr.1inc:. ted a.t 281::..15 ua.rch 1966. 

Jivision .Jase .:..r'ea. 
~iu ... ' with no cc•ntact. 

(h) J:'hase rv actions are illustrated on werlay 4. 
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FRiiltDLt 

m- 3 

WU. - 377 (NCJllE l) 

E'IJIHiENT LOST I l - CH-4 7 

KIA (BC) - 27 

KIA (Est) - 3 

WU (Est) - 7 

vcc -17 

vcs - 9 

Ralliers - 2 

Individual \/ea.pone - 19 

Flare Gun - l 

Ammunitions 

Grenades - 47 

11ortar - 2 

57 RR - 6 

Mines - 6 

other Haterials 1 

PA Set .. l 

Telebrraph Machine - l 

Telephones - l 

Rioe - 12 tona 

Corn - l ton 

Fa.oili ties& 

Tra.inipg Camps Destroyed - 4 

l 120-bed hospital destroyed 

NOI'E la The Wli total resulted almost exclusively from pl+llji "takes of the 
eimple type etuok in the ground at a.bout a. 30 to 45 degree angle~ 
Over half these wounds were treated by company 8.idmen with no evac­
uation beyond company level. Only seven punji wounc21 required evacu­
ation beyond Division. 

13. JJlMnlS':L':&.TIV.1:1 li.i.TTERS • 

a. Opera.tiol\ JD1 BOWIE wa.s supported by the lat and 3d FSE' s from 
the Division base a.t • .n Khe using air resup.11ly ou:t to a maximum distance of 
65 KM, The 1st and 3d FSE 1 e were supported directly from Support Command 
with the .1-n Khe GS/DS J3a.ttalion providing ba.cku.p support. ~eports from the 
committed brigades indicated that the support prov:iAEd durin6 Jll'1 BOWIE wa.s 
tho most complete a.nd responsive since the Division has been in Vietnam. 

5f OH OFFl011IL ucs QlIL¥ 
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@ b. Support Oomme.nd established an emergency aircraft refueling and 
rearming point nf;la.r the Vinh Thanh Valley CIDG Ca.mp to conservo "on station" 
time for armed aircraft over tho operational a.rea •. \when this point wa.e closed 
out on 20 Har similar points were. esta.blished at I.Z COLU.MBUS end LZ T.l.RW'. 

c. -~ light contact team (11/4 ton w/trailer_, l )f274 nlll.e with ehop 
. set and 6 :personnel) was placed with the 1st :Bd.e a.t LZ ~"'f on a trial be.Sis 
Nld favorable results were obtained. 

d. The following quo.ntitiea of suppliea were delivored by air 
resupply in support·of Operation JIM BOWIEa 

Ola.as I • 179•7 tons 

Cl!\8 a III & II!Ji. - 94, 634 ga.llona 

Ola.as V - 446.5 tons 

The Supplies listed above were delivered primn.rily by nelioopter, Some 
artillery a.mmuni tion was delivered by CV'-2 using mecli'WD velocity air drop 
and LOLEX to supplement helicopter delivery. The goQd reSU:lta obta.ined by 
CV'-2 delivery indicates that increased uso of this metbQ.d will be llla.de durirl8' 
tuture operations. 

o. Hodica.l. eYa.ouA.tion support requirements wero ~t bt two ua.;.11>. 
m9dical eva.cua.tion helicopters. Eight oa.sua.lties wore evacuated on mli)diosl 
helioopters. No special problems woro encountered oth~r than di£!ioulty 
in communioa,ting with ground unite equipped with the iR0-25 due to the steep 
hills A.nd the roqtiiromc.llt to opernto frOl!l oonfinecl,n.rt::as. 

t. Reliable ra.d.io nnd telctY}Xl oonununioa.tions were maintained 
between tho Division bA.so ruid brigades in the forward areas tor both opera­
tional and administrative traffic. 

a., J... new method of sling loading l.05mm howi tzere :uid accompanying 
ammunition load wn.s refined and used as a. stands.rd technique during JIM 
BME, This new toohnique involves suspending tho ammunition beneath the 
l05mm howitzer 1\8 a. second external load. Tho now system is a.d.va.ntageous 
for displacements of u:p to 35 - 40 'ICM in tha.t the lu1u11miti0n is plaoed ready 
tor use a.nd tho <11.:47 is able to depart the LZ with reduced ground. stay 
time. This sling toohniqU:e is illustrated in sketches attached as Incl }. 

b, .D.io to the grvat number or separate squad and platoon opera­
tions ond tho rugged nature of the ton-A.in it wa.s found that small uni ts could 
not n.J.wa.ys locate thomeolvea with onouah a.oour~oy for fire control purposes. 
~en this occurred n. 0 No•1'.l.re :Box" wa.s established around tho lr .. st reported 
locn.tion or tho unit using la.pee time. Md rf\te ot ~h o.e_ thu basis tor 
establishing th1,; dimensions of tho box. 'l'hia fire control moa.e'Ure,wHsnta.in­
tm.nod in of'foct "until en eocura.to location o:t tho unit we.a dotemined. 

o, Nl\turel LZ's wure virtually non-existent in tho lhE'i.so II - III 
Jill BO\l!E a.roe.a. Holiooptor landing zon€ls and CP locations wuro trequontly 
osta.bliahod on rid.go linos l.'llld hill to»s• Thuso locations wQ=e a.dvantSBeous 
in reducing security requiren~nts. Undor these conditions the 8th ~inoer 
&.ttalion wo;s &ble to use tho TD-340 closer for helipn.d construction. 'Ibis 
light dozer is niovod b~r CH-47 a.nd a.ooomplishod i\8 much ole~ng as an ontire 
onginge~r pll\toon with hand tools. OV'er 20 helipads woi·e constructed during 
JDI BOii.CE using one Tl>-340 dozer. 
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d. .Tho KYB-6~S~C orypto sots had been introduced to the Division 
during the Bong Son Cn.mpaign in C:l!'e~ary 66. However this dovioe was fully 
used tor transmission pf ola.ssifiod·moasages during JIM BUW'IE. Highly satis­
factory reetilts were obta.ined 1 in reduoill8 tr;;.nsoission and rQsponse timo to 
ole.1Jsifi.Eid inessagba • 

. 15. PSY' :/:i.R iJm CIVIL ,:~FF.ii.Ill$. ~1.CTIVITY. 

a.. .tJsyohologiOaJ. 11/a.rte:re*· 

(1) . Personnel in the JIM ~qWIE area wore eXl?eott.d to be vc/1m~ 
membe:ta of organized units. and posaibl;y e few local tr~ enj'.£l80d in · 
"slash and burn"' a8rioultul:'e ili sup.port or the VC/liV;.i.. 1rhe;re were no cul- . 
ttl;l'a.l.' tca.tures 'hi the ~n.tire e:rea except ~ tiN sna.ll viliagus in the extreme 
western portibn · of the Kill -30218 Vai'ley area. · 

(2) The.Pay Wo.r.organizntion.a?l,d resources ooorclinnted by tho 
Div Pay Op Ottioer for JIM BOWIE inoludoda · 

(a.) let Cav D;Lv· .nJSP.i~o r.eprosentativo provided pro:teesi6nal 
a.tlvisory sorvfo~s e..nd interpreter. captJ.bility. This representative has also 
furnishecltrl\nsportation for tape recording and daily delivery of leaflet· 
naterials. 

(b) The 245th Psy Op Co (I Field For9e Vietna.l'!l) provided 
leaflets anQ, gro;und loudspeaker teens. . . ' 

(c) The 5th ii.ir Comiando Squadron (USii.F) provided U-10 
~oudspeaker a.1l'<:rat'tt tape recorders, e.nd solected ta.pea. ••ll loo.flet 
drops were conducted by this unit. 

(d) USSF/CIDG car.1ps provided locl\l interpreters and evaJ.u­
Rted themes pro~octeu for appeals to tribal, groups. 

(3) Psy Wa.r support for. Jll1 Bow includodJ 

(a) Thirty-nine loudspea.ko~ missions (57 hours of speaker 
time) wore conducted in Vietnamese a.ncl Bahnar. Ta.po thanes included "Don 1 t 
Fire ori .i.irore.f'tw, general Chiou Hoi instructions a.ncl specific area Chiou 
Hoi instruotiohs. ~. vri.riety of high quality general Chiou rfoi tapes in north 
a.ml south Vietna.dese diAJ.ects have becone a.vaila.ble for use. This Division 
combines use (jf ·the general Chiou tloi tape~ with specific rally . instructions 
in oonjunotion with tho loonl tP.ctioal si tua.tion. The national <.Jilieu Hoi 
tape program has been reproduced in tribni. lringuage by this Division. 

(b) Forty-three lonflet missions (1,675,000 lea.fl.eta) 
were conduotaa during Jll1 BOWIE.,. Themes included Choice of Life, Don't 
Fire on .1·.iroratt, Safe Conduct :tJa.sses, specific Chiou Hoi instructions, 
Good 'l'rea.tnent a.t the H:nds of tho GVN, and the Due Co Poem. 

(c) Wi.lly thenos used during Jil'l BOWIE a.re attached as 
Inclosure 4. 

(d) Division expe:rienco based on interrogation and volun­
tary stl\tooents by ralliers is that pronises of good treatment, food, nnd 
nedioino are favorably received. It hns beon ,',oternined thA.t there is a need 
to continually eophasize that th6 rallier will not be ha.rt'led and th.at theoos 
should a.void fdea.s that could be associated with 11 surrender". Loula~ea.kers 
nre regarded a.a nore oftootive ueclia than lea.nots. 
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@ (4) Ground loudspeaker teams were available to suppor~ JDi 
BOil.Il!l but the opportunity for their use did not arise due to the absence 
of major contact and the lack of civilian population. 

(5) A novel use of the aerial loudspeaker was to reestablish 
contact with a patrol whose radio became inoperative. 1/ithin 25 minutes 
after startfnt;· to broadcast the ground unit was able to disclose the looa.­
tion to the aircraft and contact was restored by immediate delivery of an 
operable radio. 

b. Civil Affairs. fo significant civil affairs activities were 
conducted :In support of JD'l BO!/IE due. to the absence of a. civilian population. 

16. Ctlr'il'fA;'IDER Is 1.JiALYSIS. 

a. SwnHa.ry • 

(1) ~1he hoped for objective of contact with significant VC 
forces or major headqua:, tera installations was not achieved O.urint; JD•l BlNI~. 
IHI reports, documents, and observd.tions by friendly units i:adica.ted that 
VC elements had conducted an orderly and t'la.nned withdrawal from the area 
seve~·<,J. clays prior- to the start of JIH :au1f.r~. Food stocks and faoili ties 
uncov~red in the area were more characteristic of facilities to support 
the mover.1ent of groups through the area rather than perme.nent occupation 
by large forces or major headquarters. jJo ma,ior trail was found in the 
Kon 'frock area. '.('he multiple small trails that did exist had a primary North­
South orientation. 

(2) Desi.ii te the lie;-ht contact a.nd inability to locate r::1ajor 
installations there were ait:;;nifica.nt benefits from conduct of the operation. 
The experience anrl training ~ained by operations in terrain as difficult 
as any expected to be encountered 1n Viet ;:ram will assist fut ire operations 
in comparable areas. It is felt that only an airmobile division could have 
covered the large a.rea within the tit1e allocated. '.1.'he tho1·0\16h coverage 
of the area by platoon and squad sized ground elements has eliminated apeou­
la-l:ions tha.t the area contained a base for major VC uni ts. 

b. Lessons Lea.med. 

(1) '.1.1he TD-340 dozer deliver,M by GH-47 is effective at clearing 
LZ's on hilltops and ridtie lines. A sin~le dozer can perform as well as an 
engineer platoon with hand tools. 

(2) Hilltop positions were a.dva.nta.geoua for command posts 
and artillery battery positions due to the ill1proved oom:nunication a.nd in­
creased security resultint; from these positions. 

(3) A proble~ was encountered in deliverin~ fuel and water 
bags to :.z•s. we to the steep terrain and slopes prevalent on most LZ's 
the bags had a tendency to roll and endanger personnel in the immediate a.rea. 
It was determined that units must have "chock crews" r~a.dy to receive ba.gs 
under these conditions. 

(4) '.L'he double sling load method of displacing 105mm howitzers ' 
a.nd amnunition illustrated in Inolosure 3 ha.a proven to be most suitable 
for movements up to 35 - 40 KN. 'l'his technique places the a.mmuni ti on in 
a ready to use location with respect to the howitzer looation and reduces 
CiI-47 6Tound time on the LZ. For lont;er range displacements the increased 
drag of the external load would offset the advant&t:,es of double slint:;ing, 
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(5) Outstanding responsiveness and ecunomy of effort resulted 
from supporting JIM 13,1\/IE from the Uivision Base. It we.a generally accepted 
that 65 IU1I :tadius :s t!1e outer limit for support from the Division bas6. ,,,_. 

1 
(6) \i Deficiencies Qf the AJ.~/ .. ,Rc-6· radios were even more pro­

nounced )during Jili BU/I.l.!; tha.rt previous operations. 'i.'he low power output 
is inadequate to meet requirements of platoon communications when operating 
in dense vegetation. 

4 Incl 
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