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. · On November 21st 1966, as par\; of the lat Air Cavalry'. Division '.s Operation 
l11ul Revere IV in the soutllwatern corner of Pleiku Province, the lst ·Battalion, . · 
Sth Ca"Valr.y Cl/s);, Under the camnand of Lieutenant ~lonel Robert H. Siegrist, · 
~ontinlied ita reconnaissance in force operations along the Cambodian bprder ~th 
~hree ca:nP81lies. (Map 1) · · . 

·The ~rations.had begun on November. 17th when the rifle. ccmpanies.of the l/5 
air .aasaul.ted into tliree wide~ dispersed landing zones (LZ), each contiguous to 
the:-Cambodian border. They 'were to conduct a reconnaissance in. force a1ong the 
border wit~ their respect! ve areas. Fach company was given a definite area o_! 
operations (AO) in order that the battalions's sector or the -border could be ful.li 
sea:\'ched~· Little ccSnta.ct w.e ma.de until 9 :30 on the morning of November 21st when 
two plato0n8 of Ccmpan;y C encountered an aggressive enem;r force ot. e,uperior size. 

' . The mid-Novanber days were pleasant. Seven knot winds and partly cloudy.Bkie1 
took the edge oft the daily ninety degree high~ while sbty~ight degree lows pre­
vailed during the nights. Seven mile· visibility and four thousan~ f'oot ceilinge 
created optimum. tl11ng conditions. The lack of rain left st~ crossings 
lmcompl,icated, and the infantryman remained dry and canf'ortable •. 

Within the battalion area or operations; the terrain was gently rolling with · 
~ccaeional gentl.l;t rises of twenty· to thirty feet. Vegetation ranged fran clear 
forest in the northern and southeastern portion of ·the area to the..tieav forest ·. 
or jungle in the centr-1 area of opere.tions. ·Brushwood, elephant grass clearings, 
fond occasional .bamboo groves were found a.long the border. Shallow intermittent 
ot~ .and fast-running creaks woupd th~ir way south into the.Ia Drang River 
just north ot the Chu Pong Mountain. Maey trails with veryjng degrees of usage 
facilitat~. movement. The terrain was not ent:Lreq prohibiting, though the heavy 
forest did restrict routes of movement and limited observa~ion. . · 

This area bad long been U&ed as an int:Utre.tion route· from. Cambodia. Previou: 
operations 1n the area had never tailed to turn up numerous caches, assembl.1' areas 
~ well-traveled trail.9.. Montagnard a.gents. caning in from Due Co had recentq 
reported reg:imental-size North VietnameseArn\V' (NVA) troop· assembl.1' areas north 
and. west of Due Co on the Cambodian side of the border. The enemy situation 
appeared to warrant another reconne.issanc.e in force operatipn1 in order to 
determine the extent of enemy activit7, keep him off balance, and deny him ·. 
unrestricted use ot the area. 

Colonel Siegr1st 1s battalion celebrated its·sevent~second day in the field 
on the 17th of NovaDber. He described the battalion as in good shape that day, as 
each canp&.ny' had an average foxhole strength of one hundred and eight to one · · 
hundred and eighteen men. On the 21st of November Company c had no men in the 
field (less .the 4th platoon at LZ Ha.wk) with platoon strength as follows: 1st 
platoon .. :: 30; 2d platoon and CP group - 45; and the 3d platoon - 35. Including 
the fourth platoon the compaey strength was one hundred and thirty-two~ Slightl,y 
over one-third ot C Canpany, fort7-six men, were replacements who had been in the 
OOlllp&ll7 fran two to six weeks. The company commander, Captain Harold J·. Wunsch, 
had been in comand for approximately two weeks; however,; he wa.s. fam1Har with the 
operational ccnditiona and knew th' battalion since.he had been serving on the . 
Brigade and.Battalion staff tor three months previous. Captain Donald.S:ims whom . 
Wunsch had replaced recalled that 11two thirds of the 3d platoon. were new men. 
Kaster Sergeant· Letbetter was one of the newest men." Letbetter had joined the 
platoon on October lS't#h when hie predecessor wa.s.wounded.duripg operations near · 
the &Oil Triangle (heavily vegetated Viet Cong haven located east of the Kim Son 

· la.llay destroyed bj': lst Ce.val.ey during Bong Son Campa:!.gn Jan - Me.r 1966). On the . 
21st of' November• First Lieutenant James B. ~olt 1 C Company 1 s executive officer, 
was enroute. from a 'rear area to take conmand ot the platoon • 
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Tho l/S• s rocormaissanco 1n toroo .resulted :!n two spocitic contacts 

· ~tween the 17th and 2l.st ot Novembor. on tho 17th tha second platoon ot 
.A. .«;:ompe.ny, ·vhlle :reoannoitori.ng to the northwest ot LZ Hawk, made can.tact 
vitb an NV.A: squad at 1100 p.m. The fight lastod for f'ort:y-tiw Dd.mrtea 
before the NVJ. broko oontact ond tlod sdU.thwst. Pursuit in an etf'ort to 
raga.in contact failod and· tho f':lnal rosult was one f'riondly k1lJad; tour 
wounded~ ona NVA Hlled. This oontnot lant cred!bWt;y .to suspicions 
that thore 'were rocormaissanao olo1'113nts of a larger HVA foroo operating m 
the aroa. On the 19th the sector forward o.ir controllor (FJ.O), reported 
sighting twont:r NVJ. six hundrod DJtors wost of X,Z Hawk. 

· Tha F.A.C was performing a visuol recOrmaissanco mission .from his 01 · 
Bird Dog a1roraft armed vith four 2 •. 75" rockets. Equipp>d.'Wit.h UHF, VHF 
and FM oOJlllimicationa capabilitios, tho air oontrollor can establish ccataot 
with the ground commander as vell as tho Air Forco airoro:ft be omtrols •. 
His task, whon workilig vith troops, is to contact the oonwiiandor -to dotormino 
tha target for the incoming high portormanoo · 8.;1rcratt,. to adjust ·their 
bombing and strafing rans and tinalq whon possibl.G to relay de.mngo assoss­
mont to the aircraft when tho strike has been comploted. On the 19th he was 
. on a visual. rooonnaissanco mission patrolling the battalion are.a of opera­
tions and not working :tn oonjunotion with ground troops and ~herefore need 
only olaar his ~ssian with the ·battalicm botore celling in tho strike. 
Feeling that thoro wore aoro eno?DY' pro ~nt. than ho vns able to observe, the 
FAC direc~d three air strikes into the area botwaon five and . sawn o' cloak 
:In the awning. (Map 2) 

Suspecting that his A Oompan7 now located at LZ Lht> was botwoon a. 
large foroe and the bordor 1 end hoping to drive that fcrco into A Company-, 
Colonel Siegrist tollovod up immodiatoly by air assaulting Company 0 :Into 
LZ Hawk trcm where the7 moved to the edge of thB strike area, arriving at 
approximatol)" 10: 00 that night• S:lo grist also wanted another CClllPMT 1D thO 
vic:lnity-. as his A. Compan:y was operating uncomf"~ fer from othor i"l"iondJ.1'. 
:toroos ·with too mch ot an area to caver. Charlie Oompen7 ohaokod the area 
the f'ollowmg morning t:lnd:lng blood ai tho graund, a· bloody khaki shirt as 
well as frosh signs or oxf'iltratian • 

. After tour· days of aoaroh1ng and rooonnoitormg tho eroa and due to an 
added mission assigned to tho battalion cm tho 21st, the l./5 was widely 
dispa~sed cm the 21st. Compoll)" B's third platoon and canpan7 ocmnender a:1r 
assaulted thirteen kUC>moters to the north'west of Duo Co on a search and 
oorde11 mission. The battalion ·command post and the first and seccmd pl&toms 
ot B company romained a.t LZ Fatima, rif'teen ~ters scuth of Due Co whore 
they secured the battalion f'irebase. Company A was located at LZ ~. 
elewn kllonetera northwest ot Fatima and aoutmlest. of Due Oo. Tha veapms 
platoons or Canpanies A and c, seoured by the second platOon of A CompaD71 
-were looated tvo kilometers west of Lime at LZ Hawk vith the:lr sb 8lmm. 
. mortar tubes which were to pE'ovide fire mpport;. . Eight in.oh and 175mm. guns 
located at Duo Oo and l.OSmnr howitzers located at LZ Fatima were available 
for art1lleey support. Fifteen hundred :aeters southeast ot Lime, Oompan7 C, 
oo~d by Captain Harold J. WUnsoh, was situated in an aJDbasll posture along 
a wll-uaed trail the7 had discovered the previous dq. {Map 2) Major Harold 
JohnsCG, the artw.e17 liaison officer attached· tO J./51 re~s 0 Campariy as 
being be)"Ol'ld the range ot the hawitmors at Fatima, but well vithin.tbe range 
of support; trcm Due Co ~d Hawk. 



Li 
I • I 

I 

.... 

1 5/611 =.l KM 

\ 
\ 



·. 

Wtmsch had set ·three ambushes along the trail the night of the ·.20th, 
each consisting _of a platoon. The eecond and tbird platoons had est·e.bllshed 
their ambush sites frail two to three hundred meters apart, approxima,te~ 
ti~een hundred mete~s southeast. of Lime. The first platOQJl a:mbush was 
located eight hundred meters down the trail from the second a.nd third 
platoons.· Wunsch and his ·-command post were located with the second 'platoon,. 
A five-man NVA patrol. walked into the third platoon ambush that night. 
When· the 8.lD.bush was sprung,, one NVA soldier was killed and the· others 
dispersed. The dead soldier wore new clothing and equipnent; however, he 
carried no documentS' id.antifying him or his unit. Staff Setrgeant Henry Brown,, 
squad leader of the platoon's third squad,· felt that there was a. great deal 
of flctivity around the ambush site. that night a.s he heard movement in the 
brush ~hroughout the night; however,, ho furtller contact was ma.de. Captain 
Wunsch, however, suspected that this "activity" was the result of nerves and 
indicated_ ~o Siegrist that there •s no enemy movement.. · · 

On the morning of the 215t, Siegrist instructed Wunsch to continue his 
reconnaissance to the south. Wunsch requested and wae ·granted permission 
to leave ttie third platoon where they were a.s he felt that there was an 
enemy force in the area. He based his suspicion on the ambush qsults of 
the previous night and he hoped to ~ush than again. Wun.sell ordered his 
i'irst platoon to search the general·. area in which it was located the night 
before and. to continue moving southward. The second platoon 1 s mission was 
to move down the trail to the first platoon's vacated location. · Captain 
.Wunsch remained with the second pl.lltoon as they moved out ·or their ambush 
position at 8:40 AM to pass through· the third platGon 1s area. Having 
arrived th~re, Wunsch halted the second platoon while he gave instructions 
to Sergeant Letbetter 1 platoon leader of the third platoon. 

·Letbetter was ordered to move to another ambush po8ition four hundred 
meters to the east of their present location. Letbetter was also to send 
a patrol back to LZ Hawk approximateq fifteen hundred meters to. the north­
east. SGT Brown was io lead the patrol. This detail was to evacuate the 
weapon and equipnent ta.ken from the NVA soldier killed in.the previous night's 
ambush. The scout dog and its handler, which had been attached to the third 
platoon, were also to return ·with the patrol because the dog was eick. 
Specialist Four Hummel would likewise return to receive medical treatment 
for his abdominal pains. The company camnander directed Latbetter to ·send · 
a total of thirteen men. He felt that the dog handler, sick man and saneone 
to carry-the captured me.ter~l was too small a patrol it there was an enEDT 
force in the area. The extra squad would provide the patrol security and 
enough men to defend itself in the event contact we.s made. The thirteen-man 
patrol was to accomplish· its business at LZ Hawk and then return to Letbetter 1 s 
location. Letbetter was to take his platoon (-) and move rour hundred meters 
east where he wae to receive a ration resuppl.7 and establish an am.bush 1n . 
the vicinity while awaiting t_he patrol_' s return. 

. Captain Wunsch .and the second platoon moved on to the southwest along 
the trail with three squads abrenst. · The third squad was located in the 
cer.ter moving on the trail and al ightly torward of the first and second 
squads which were on the right and left respectively guiding on the ·trail 
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and following a general southwesterly azimuth. The platoon moved with both 
tlank and point security covering a ona hundred to one htmdred fifty Dieter 
front. . 

l · . The platoon had moved apprOximat~ly five hundred meters in this format. iori 
'-"' without incident when, at approximately 9:30 AM, Private First Class . · 

. -.George Turner spotted five NVA soldiers to the west, just east of_ the border. 
The.NVA were moving parallel to the second platoon approximately three 
hundred meters to the west and were located a.bout fifty meters south of a 
small knoll.· The platoon :!Jlmediately lmelt down in the tall grass to avoid 
detection while Captain Wunsch ma.de an ·estimate of the situation. He 
decided that they had observed a small NVA patrol returning to ·i:tte baso·or 
parent .unit ·located sanewhere to the north. He ordered ·the platoon. into 
a skirmisn fomation with everyone on line and moved west in pursuit or the 
enemy. The platoon had lost visual contact as it lmelt down; however, 
they moved in the direction in which the NVA had last been observ~d. They 
had moved approximately one hundred fifty meters to the west whEll t.he men · 
began to recon by fire. No movement was observed" as they continued to sweep 
west to the border where Wmsch halted their movanent and called in artillery 
f:ire along the border in tho direction he thought the Ell'l811\Y' had gone. The 
results were .. negative. The COlrJp&nJ" commander reported the sightil!g and the 
negative results to Colonel Siegrist· and moved the platoon back toward the 
trail to continue its southwesterly movement. {Map 3) 

Colonel Siegrist was on the ground with the B Company ~laments involved 
'in a search and co~on mission to the northweet men~ Wunsch reported this 
initial sighting or the eneeny. The battalion coomiand.er re.di~ his canmand 
helieopt.er which wae refueling at Due Co to pick him up. While ~·to 
C Company Siegrist infonned Wunsch that he was sending a white team ( OH-13 
scout ships of the lst Squadron of the 9th Cavalry) to recon the area from 
the air. Siegrist made the same request to brigade and the two helicopt.era 
were shortly on station. Th~y remained ove~ C Company's area until they had 
to refuel at which time they were replaced by a red team (UH-lB gun shipe 
armed with twelve 2.7511 rockets and two M-60 machine guns, also tran the 
1/9 Cav). · . . . . . 

Meanwhile the first platoon was continuing its search ~-rther to the 
south and was about one.thousand meters away. At the third platoon1s 
location I:.etbetter had dispatched Sergeant Brown and his patrol to LZ Hawk. 
Letbetter had moved his pl.Eltoon to the new ambush position, distribut.ed his 
ration resupply, arter which, ·he set out security to the right and left. A 
canteen cup of coffee :round later a.t this location suggests that at. least. 
some of the men had· settled down to wa:nn their ''C" ratioi:i breakfast. 

. Near the border the eecond phtoon reorganized on the trail, and as 
they began to move,· four more NVA were observed about seventy-five meters 
to the rear. The ene~ were still moving northwest around the same· knoll 

·and in an open area. Captain Wunsch quickl.;r decided thnt the chances were · 
slight for a first round hit with mortars or artillery, and by the time 
those fires could be. adjusted the enemy could have escaped. He de.cided to 
engage th.an with his platoon and its smal.l arms. The platoon moved back 
into a skirmish.formation and began maneuvering in ~he direction ot the knoll. 
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Wunsch gave the qr.der· to open fire when. he observed more enany on the: knoll 
wb~ had not observed the platoon's movsnent. . He called Siegrist who'. was 
retuming f'~ a refueling run and reported th~s second sighting.- "Some . 
hav~ their backs to me. Th91 don't see. me. I•m going to take'them k;(opens 
tJr&) - we dropped eight of than. _We 're going in after the rest.tr . The . 
en_,. immediate~ dropped to the golUld,, and it appeared that all except one 
or two had been killed. ~.the 'Opening moments of the battle, return "fire 

. troi_n the lmoll was slight;· hwever, i'l!s intensity gradua.J.q began to build. 
. . . 

· · The platoon .was crawling toward the knoll through t.he tal.l grass. The 
en~ took advantage of the ~oving grass . and directed their .tiras into that 
area making friendly movsent difficult. . High grass also prevented the 
,platoon !ran returriing !ire as they could not see the enem;V. As the 
individual soldier crawled arolUld under fire·attanpting to get into.a firing 

,position that allowed a decent field of fire, control became more and more 
or a problan. (Map 4) . : · 

Wunsch reported to Siegrist that he was in contact. Colonel Siegrist 
acknawledged the transmission and· informed Wunsch that he intended to · 
"close Canj:>a.ny A in .fran the north as .quic~ as they can get there fr91B LZ 
-Lime." The battalion conmander cautioned Wunsch to alert his people that 
A Conipa.nJ' would l?e coming in from tpe north. . He- then call~ the·'.~anmander 
of ·:A Company; gave him the situation and told hlm 11 to get down t.o c· Company' a 
location as !a.st as he could make it." 

Wunsch meanwhile ordered the first and third platoons to move to hia 
location. The intensit7 ot enemy fire continued to bui;t.d' up and the · .· _ 
company canrnander instructed. Specialist Four William D. Tuey, reconnaissance·. 
sergeant and forward 6baerver f'or C Company, to call in artillery fire-on. 
the knoll. · · 

. . 
The men of the second platoon were still struggling forward in the ta.11 ,_ 

grass in an effort to position themselves to ple.ce effective small arms fire 
on the eneJDiY. Sergeant Timothy T. Workman 1 s secC>nd squad was on t~ left · 
where they .observed more than a do~en weapons on the· southern slo~ of' the 
lm9ll. Private Pinrt Ciass itiward MeCoin, W\D'lsch • s radi~telephone operator , 
(RTO), located oil. the ·rar r!Bht, felt that the· enemy tire into -hi.8 location 
was coming from hie left on the knoll rather than·directly frCJD his.front 

·· · while Staff Sergeant Lee, squad leader of the third squad, ~Wich was · · · ... 
located in the center, experienced fires ffOm his direct front as w.ell as 
the le~ and right front. It appeare~ that the. e nEDQ' was au· owr the. knoll. 

· 1 Approximatel.J ~ifteen minutes ~-passed since this second·· sighting 
ot the enemy when euddenl.y small ams fire erupted f'rom the third platoon 
area. Just prior to this, Wunsch had ordered the third platoon to move to 
the second' s location. Assuning that the third platoon was firing. on the 
same enener location and .fearing ~he second and third.plat~ns would get 
in .- fire fight with' one . another as each attempted to link up in tpe tall 
~ass, Wunsch _told McCoin,. "Call the third platoon and ·tell them to quit·· 
their damn firing .. n · 



~o.st imniecliately, Private First Class John Godfrey, the third platoon's 
RTO~ called ·eapl;ain Wunsch and infonned him that the third platoon was 
receiving email anns fire; he then went oft the air. About one mimite later, 
qod1'rey was back on. tho air and· reported that the third platoon was hit, 
sur:rounded, the enant was within hand grenade range, and req~sted thf,t ·11e 

. 11bring artillery in on top of us •11 · · . · . · 

I 

.... The aDl.bueh site the third platoon had selected that· day,: ~and where. it 
·was located when it received Wunsch's call fo~ help, was on the crest of 
· a small finger which rap to the east ot the low broad hill the· company had 
occupied the night before. To the south about two hundred ·meters away was 

· another ~ hill. . Upon receiving Wunsch 1 s order to move to assist the 
second platoon, Letbetter'instrueted his men to"saddle"up and sent for his 
right and left security- elements· to return. 

. . 
The platoon.quickly assElllbled on the 8J118.ll finger 'and moved off to the 

south behind Letbetter, one. man foll~ another. They moved down the 
·finger 1n:to the law ground between the hill to the south and the ringer . 
they had. just left, · They hlld just reached the low ground to their front ' 
When they suddenly began to receive small arms fire from their right flank,, 
fran the hill mass to the west. The platoon took cover and · lmmed'Stel.y · . 
returned fire. This return fire had· prompted the call- fran tlie cc::mpe.ny 
connander to the effect that the7 should cease· fire, to which Godrre7 had 
called back that they were taking small ams tire and were surrounded. In 
a few. moment~ enemy fire came fr.om the third platoon's left flank, and 

· unexpected.11' an WA machine gun opened up trail theix: right reax-. This .gun, 
was located on ti:ie finger the7 had just left. The platoon was surrounded 
and was under fire tran the high ground on all sides. . Letbetter· instruc:ted 
Godfrey to call the CQIJlpa.ny ccmnander and request artillery tire on th~ir 

· 'position.-. Evaluating the situation, Letbetter decided he had ·to get o~ of 
this tactically '\mtenable area of low ground aurrounded on three sides b7 
dominating high ground. He chose the high grotmd to his left front and 
attempted to ·fight his way to that objective. Sergeant· Julius C. ·~am, 
aeting Platoon Sergeant~ and one of two survivors of the third platoon, 
g:l. ves the folloWing account (Map 5) : · · · 

. . 
. . ' 

The new men were down on the gro'lmd, they were firing, but it 
was hard to get thElll to move. ·Letbetter had put me •in the rear 
to keep .. thElll closed up ... I was the acting Platoon Sergeant; ·but 
I 'had to 'make each man move individually.~· Sane of than I bad 
to lift up~ Sergeant Letbetter was leading us toward the· hill 
to our front. He kept hollering back 1 fire and maneuver• , and 
he was !iring all the time. He was standing up running fran · 
tree to tree, The men were getting strung out, but they were 
firing, Eveey man was putting up a real f~t. There was some 
trees half way up the hill to o\ir front. Sergeant Letbetter 
was leading us up there because with the machine gun firing in 
back of us,, that was our onq safety. LetbetteJI' got_within an . 
arm's reach of the trees when he was killed; thq rolled a gren&de 
right dawn ·in front of him. Then grenade11 k:l.1 led the men who were 
just behind him. ·I was no longer in the rear; I had run up. We 
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could see them 1n the trees to our front, running from tree· to ; 
. tree. I shot sane, I lmow. '?here was one near Sergeant. 
Letbetter~ I saw his head cane out two times, and the third · . 

. time I shot him. la' :then no one else was moving, and the fire- . · 
slackened ott • •• then I was the 0114"-one firing ••• then I 
pl.a:yed dead. 

Durham suryived by smearing blood from his wounded· arm all. over his race 
as av least.. an)ijl eaup"an;r closed in on tfu'ee ai'des ot the pi.toon (~ k11J1·ng th 
wounded a.nd picking up all the weapons as well as the platocn1a radio. 'lh91 
then moved ott toward the southwest in the direction of the second platoon 
which was nowhea'Vil1' engaged. · 

.. The ·third platoon patrol enroute to Hawk ~s approxima.telf tive hundred 
m$ters and fort:r-tive minutes to the northeast when t}\e fighting broke out : 
at the third platoon am.bush site. The patrol had heard rifle fire after they. 
departed the platoon and felt tliat they were being :fired upon b:r snipers. . 
Serg9ant Brown had been informed by one ot the patrol members that an enem.Y 
soldier Jlad been obs.erved following them and that the .scout dog.,aad alerted . 

· s_ignaling possible en91D1" presen~e ... Cowan received a call from ~dfrey infonriing 
him that Letbetter had been wounded. These incidents spurred the patrol oh and 
.they covered the remaining thousand meters to Hawk in elight:cy ever an hour • 

. ·Once ·back at Hawk the patrol set up a. security perimeter. "We were pretty shook 
· . up and excited.' •.• we did not try to· go back· to the canpa.ny," Brown recalled. 

. . 
When Wunsch lost radio canto.ct with Godfrey,, he tho.u8ht the platoon was 

. . lost. Colonel Siegrist had called and instructed Wunsch to have Letbetter .. 
l . throw a smoke grenade to pinpoint his location •. IJ:he platoon. threw red smoke . 
~ which Siegrist. and his artilleey liaison officer observed from the command. 

helicopter. Usi.ng this smoke they adjusted artillery fire from Due Co into 
. the area. As they continued to fi7 over the platoon, ·the eneJIJ1' began to 
fire on their helicopter. 'Siegrist sent in two aerial. rocket ~Ulery ships 
which· Ede ·several rocket runs despite the enem;r.small ams tire that womded 

·two Crew members.. · · 

Wunsch instructed the fi~~t platpon led by' First Lieutenant 'J?imoilq- HcCart.q 
to move to the third platoon area.. McCarthy was still st~ through the · · 
heavil,y vegetated terraiii attempting to re'trace his steps north,9ver the nearl.1'-, 
one.thousand meters that separated his platoon.from the rest of the company.· · 

. Tu~: experienced c0nsiderable delay in getting the artillery into ihe. 
third platoon aroa. He requested that the fire missio'n.he had in progress · 
tor 'the seoond platoon be cancelled and called for a shift to the.defensive 
concel'_ltration that had been planned in the third platoon area. 6n tt:ie night 
ot the 20th, Uniform Charlie ll.8 •. Several helicopters in the air had·to 
clear the area and a new mission computed before he could fire. When·. 
UJiiform Charlie ll8 was finally fired, Godfrey sent a correction of right 
two h\Uldred, drop·one hundred which Tuey relayed· to the bat'bery. The second · 
~und was- 9n target and Godtre7 requested. that Tue:r keep it coming. ·This . 

. . 
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was ~he last transmission Tuey or anyone else had from the third pl8.t.oon. 
Tuey turned his attention to Aerial Rocket Artillery (ARA) While indirect 
tires rained down in the third platoon area, and at approximately' 11:05 AM, 
the first ARA pass was made to the west of the second platoon. Two· ships 
~:cying north to south fired marking ro'lmds one hundred meters east and. west· 
ot the lmoll. The rockets were adjusted in twenty-five meter increments 
until they .wer.e on target.· 'While Tuey handled the artillery, Wunsch was 

. talking to the battalion comna.nder requesting close air suppbrt. Co1onel . 
Siegrist inmediately radioed the Second Brigade requesting a. tactical air 
flight· every thirty minutes. On:cy two were sent to the battle area; however, 
they were enough to do the job. 

Wunsch asked that the strikes be brought in from the southeast to the 
~orthwest ~ He ordered the second· platoon to pull back into as straight a 
line as possible .and to mark their nanks with· smoke showing the trace of .. 
the friendly ·forward units. Siegrist turned the forward air controller (FAC) 
over to Wunsch and they- made final coordination for the strike. 

The Second BrigadQ. forward air controller, Captain Mizell, was notified 
to proceed· to the second platoon's e.rea at approodma.teq 11:30 ~. Mizell ·· 
we:s briefed on the situation by Col~nel Siegr~ when he ·arrivecf-On station. 
Mizell ·contacted the Second Brigade Air Force Liaison Officer and requested 
air support as fast as possible. There. were no planes in the air that could 
be diverted so Skyraiders (AlE' e) from Pleiku were scrambled. Thirty minutes 
ls.tu they-were over the second platoon's area. and ordnance was continually 
placed on target from 12:05 to 12:35 AM. The Sk1raiders made. from ten to · . 
fifteen passes pl.acing on target six 500 pound napalm pods, four ~50 pound 
napalm pods, ten CBU• s as well as many rounds or twenty millimeter cannon 
fire.. . 

Colonel Siegrist rana.ined overhead in' ·his helicopter"; however, the 
thick canopy be:Low trustrated his efforts to land or observe the action on 
t be ground. Most of his ~formation came from Captain Wunsch who was · 
wounded in the arm approximately ll:45 AM. The bullet had caused a painful 
wound, seve;ring a nerve and chipping a bone. The wound dressed and morphine 
administered., Wunsch' s radio transmissions, Siegrist recalled, evidenced a 
calm, rational 9ClllD&DGle ·and obvious~ .a COJJIDlmder ldio:rema:tned.-in camnand. 

.. 

In the thirty minutes it had taken to get the close air support on 
station, the secaid platoon remained heav~ engaged. Their right flank ha4 
been hit hard shortly after the third platoon battle had ceased. ApprOldmate~ 
fifteen minutes after Wunsch had called tor air support, someone on the 

. left 1'le.nk began· shouting tor an H-79 grenade launeher and Wunsch sent · 
McCoin over to the first squad area to locate the needed weapon. W<:>rld.ng his 
way over to the first equad area, McCoin remembered a strange ·sounding . 
muzzle rep>rt which sounded like some sort of grenade launcher. When he 
returned, McCoin informed the company cormnander that he had gotten.into a 
f'iretight on the right flank; he had killed six· or seven NVA getting out 
of the area and evecyone on that flank aeemed to be dead. The two NVA 

· COl4panies had shifted fran the third platoon area to the second pls.toon 1 s 



right, taking cover arid concealment in a heaviq: )'ege~ted at"-.~ 
running to the north of the knoll. A twc company attack was J.auncltea 

·-.against the second platton right flank. When the attack. Qn ·the right flank 
bagan,, ~rivat~ First.Class John M. Dalton moved his machine gun to the 
right and set -it up. As the NVA advanced he repulsed them seyeral. times 
with a with~~ing volme o~.f'ire. Wotmded by·shrapnel,.Dalton remained at 
the ·gun. frustratirig attempts to overrun the platoon. Wounded again by a 
bullet,:the deterinined gunner reme.ined at nis weapon firing until-he 'los.t 
consciousness. Dalton, who died at his gun, had managed to save the second 
platoon from·being overrun before the air strikes ended all such plans tor 
the attacking NVA. · 

. The initial napalm run delivered by tw0 AlE Skyraiders· ·wa.• on target. 
Sergeant .. Frank c. Giordano reported, "It l~ks. goed and didn't hit anybody, 
put some Diore in there." The airstrike knocked the enany fran.the top and 
rear o:t the lmoll. Captain Wunsch and Sergeant ~e watched as six or eight 
ot the ·enemy came down the knoll towards them. ··Napalm burst in the trees 
above the ell91D1', splashing them -with flame and setting them ablaze.- Sergeant·s 

· ~ and Giordano shot and killed four ot them. The second str1ke, delivered 
by two F-.100 Super Sabers caught a large· part of the enemy attacking the . 
right flank of the second platoon. The jets dropped napalm.. and''bluster bomb _ 

· W'lits ( CBU' e - anti personnel bomblets ranging m size frail go·lf bal ls to 
tennis balls which a.re rained fran the rear ot a pod resemblil\g an extemaJ. 
fuel. tank). Thia second strike routed the enemr breaking up the attack 
and the panic stricken NVA scattered to the north and porthwest.. · With· the 
excepti.on of occasional. sniper fire 1 the battle· wa~ over. 

Within ·minutes after WlDlsch' s fight had started, Company A, under command 
of-Captain Jmnes w. Dlrake, had been directed to leave LZ Lime and proceed on 
toot to C Canpany1s third platoon location. Speed was :imperative for Colonel 
Siegrist•s orders h~d been to move rapidly'. Forty minutes later.and one 
hundred meters short of the third ple.toon area, A Canpany an~ an NVA canpany 
:fleeing the second platoon area, passed very close to each ot}le~ ~oving in 
opposite directions, the enemy canpa.ny to the west. The area was hea~ 
wooded and neither unit could see ,the other; however, a .thirty second tire · 
tight developed when A Company received fire from two or three. weapons. to 
the southwest. Thq answered with a h~vy volume or fire whic~ Capta:in Drake 

· .. soon ceased,. thinking he might .be exchanging- shots with C -Canpany. (Colonel. 
Siegrist later found three bodies in this thicket which were identified as· 
being fraa the T·hird Ccnpany, Fifth Battalion, lOlC Reginient·.) Drake moved 
his third and first platoons on line thrOugh the third platoon·a'rea1 dropping 
off one squad and his medics to look for woUnded ~ile the rest of the canpa.ny 
established• perimeter and checked the area to their front •. Sergeant 
Julius C. Durham appeared. to be the _onl.Y sUrvi wr. He was wounded. in the 
left a.nu-and Drake described him as npretty well self-possessed." As the 
police ot the third platoon area progressed., it was discovered that they 
.had suffered nineteen killed and three wounded (one man . died later of his 
wounds). SGT Durham was light~ wounded and one man, ~ivate ·First Class 
Gray 1 ~s seriouelJ' wounded. Captain Drake reported. find~ two ~A bodies· 
on the finger. Drake also noted that ill the third platoon. dead were ~ 
t~ce down and to .~he west in the ~~pression. ~w~n- the t~ hills. He , . 

.. ·, 
. 
• 

. . '. ·" 



found them cluster~ together in groups of two or three. The predaidnance 
ot large gaping .,unds and the many dud Chicam grenades in the area. -. 
suggested that most of. the men had been killed by grenades. The dead ha.9, 
not been molested;" however, their weapons ware taken and Godtrq was foun4~ · 
with the handset of his radio still in his hand.· The radio had been- takeh 
ott of his back but the handset had been disconnected and.le.rt in Gocit~e;y•s 
grasp. S~one discovered the canteen cup full of coffee on top of . the 
finger t~ the rear of the third platoon suggesting that the men had left .· 
their ambush site rapidl.1' ill response to Wunsch' s instructions. The following 
day Colonel Siegrist flew into the area. joining A Canpany on the ground ·in : 
the search. Sixteen splotches of blood on the grol.Uld and trees; bark and 
leaves shredded by intense small ams tire; enemy equipnent found to inclUde 
twelve conical hats, two eneJJl1" canteens and two cooking pots; a great deal 
of expended ammunition; and two additione.l enemy· bodies found hidden in the 

. ·· brush convinced the ba.ttaliQn commander that the platoon had fought well 
. and infiicted punishment. (Map 6) . 

• . t . 

The .first platoon was guiding into the second platoon• s area on th'? 
ARA and a.lose air support. With the exception of the sniper fire, the tight 
had ended by the time they arrived. McCarthy halted his platoo:q.• about 
fifty to sixty meters to the rear of .the second platoon where tney could 
support and he moved up to Captain. Wunsch' s location to coordinate. Wunsch, . · 
who had been wounded earlier, o:rdered the first pla.toem leader to secure · 
the hill to the front, telling him that no one was left up the:r-e •. . 

KcCal-thy sent a detill up the !moll to check 'the fallen NVA to insure 
they- were dead while the rest of the first platoon assisted in the cleanup 
and medical assistance within the second platoon area. McCarthy had somehow 
gotten the mistaken impression from Wunsch that no one had been killed, 
leaving him ~pared tor what he found when he moved over to the right 
before going.up the hill and discovered that eleven men including the entire 
1'1.rat squad had been killed on that flank. He f 9und most of the dead. behind 
trees, the bodies about ten-twelve meters a.part. McCarthy, who was . . 
subsequently killed in action on December 22d, noted a great nm.ber or dud · . 
Chinese Camnunist ( Ghicom.) hand grenades, and several. craters in the $l"Ound ,. . · 
caused by the detonation of s01?1e a6rt of an area-type projectile. He 
moved from the first squad area to the top of the laioll checking the NVA 
dead on the way; ·discovering that they were heaviq armed with automatic 
weapons and hand grenades. The source of the strange sound· McCoin 1-d 
reported and the instrument of the craters McCarthy had noted in the first 
squad area was discovered near the top. A two man NVA gun crew had been 
tiring on the platoon with a Soviet model 40mm anti-tank grenade 18.uncher. 
The crew with.their wea~n wa.s found dead. The weapon tires an 82nm caliber 
grenade to an effective range ot 150 meters and is capable of penetrating 
six to seven inches of armor or, used as an area. type weapon, has a limited 
~o.sualty producing radius. . 

. 
The second platoon gathered up its fifteen dead and -ten wounded; 

wrapped the bodies in ponchos and gave the wounded first aid. It was getting 
late and. they had to set up for the night... They began to cut an LZ which 
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,had to be finished the next rooming. All of the dead and wounded had been 
hoisted out by helicopter winches by 8:30 PM. 

ComPBl'lT B, commanded by Captain James R. Tvlor had· listened io the figb~ · 
on his battalion radio while conducting his search and cordon mission northwest 
ot Due Co. Ta7lor bad h~e third ·p].etoon with hitn and his first. and second 
platoons were still at 'ltima. Approodmatel.y 11:00 AM Taylor was alerted to 
stand by for pickup. Colonel Siegrist had sought permission to air assault 
B Canpany into a landing zone which was located four kilaneters inside 
Camb6dia and astride the eneJDT route of withdrawal. Permission to do so was · 
denied~ Siegriat had to consolid&te the company at LZ Lime from where 
Taylor was :to proceed on toot to the battle ·area. The ~irst and second 
platoons of B Company were air lifted to Lime at 1:00 PM and at approximate~ 
2:3Q PM Taylor and the third platoon completed their lift to L:Laie. The . 
company- cODDBnder quickl:T organized his compaey, and at 2:4S PM Bravo Canp&ny" 
moved out on a 24S degree azimuth. After moving almost eight hundred and fift;y 
•ters:, Ta7lor came to "· Ta?jli tr.esh ·trill leading to the northwest; Taylor · 
recalled, ''I was amamed at the breadth ot the trail.: It would have ha~ to be,, 
a large torce to make one this wide. The grass was still springing up along 
the en,emy trail so they had just come through the area." The yail was about 

. seventy-rive meters wide and the lligns indicated that the enemy had moved with 
flank security. Ta7lor followed the bent grass in the direction of the · 
Cambodian border tor approx1me.tely three hundred meters before the battalion 
conmander ordered him to turn around. Due to the uniformity of the terrain, 
it was ditficult tor either commander to pinpoint their location with reBp&ct 
to the border. It was possible that B Company ha.ti entered r.ibodla and as 
Brigadier General William A. Becker, the Assistant Division ComJDAllder for 
tactical operations, had instructed Siegrist, the only legal grounds to cross . 
the border hinged on the somewhat doubtf\ll point or "hot pursuit.~ Colonel 
Siegrist gave Taylor the order to turn around and return to the east. Canpa.ny 
'fJ moved another f'ort7 minutes before they stopped and set up for the night at· 
a location north of A Canpany. Colonel Siegrist thus had three canpanies 
poised "if the NVA wanted to continue the fight cm the border. 11 · 

. . .. 
The next· morning Tailor completed the move. His comp&Jl1" ·mc)ved to the 

. hill i'1 front of the battle area of C Canpany's second platoon and began a 
thorough police ot the battlefield. It soon became obvious that the 1tsecond · 
platoon had put up one hell of e. fight." Twen~y~even enenJ¥ bodies were· tomid . 
within a two hlmdred meter radius. Most of the NVA had b8;81l killed by small 
arms. An M-60 machine gun tak~ .tran the ·second platoon's first ~d was 
·recovered on top of the hill were the en~ had left . it and some of his dead · · 
in the haste tt> escape the air strikes. In the area of one napalm strike 
twent7-eigb.t enemy bodies were counted and tWenty-four more enelDl' bodies we.re 
found in the area where the CBU•s were dropped.· An aerial body count over the 
routes of withdrawal resulted in the discoveey or an additional sixty-six 
bodies f'ound in a ·clearing &xJ meters northwest or C Canpa.ny's fight. They 
had been killed by airstrikes and artillery. The final bod.7 count was one 
hundrdd and forty-five en~ dead while Company.C suffered thirt7-four.killecl 
and eleven wounded. Bnell1' weapons included four Soviet model RPK ?.62nm light 
machine guns, one Bl+O rock-et launcher, twenty-seven Soviet model AX47 7.& ·:.w 
assault rinee (the standard infantry weapon used in the USSR .and most other 

·. 



CODl2Nniat bloc nations), one AKS6 assault rifle and tour Soviet ~el SKs 
7. 62nm carbines·. In addition, large c;ue.ntitiee ot hand grenades, ·rockets &M­
small arms were destroyed in pl.ace. Friendl;y weapons lost include«i twenty­
tQur ·H-16 rifles, three M-79 grenade launchers, three.M-60 light machine guns, 
eight tort7-five caliber pistols and one ANPRC 25 radio. Colonel Siegrist . · · 
placed his estimate ot eneJ117 losses 1 killed and wounded, near the 300 mark. 

Subsequent evaluation of documents taken f'ran the NVA bodies· identified 
"three companies of the Sth Battalion, 1010 NVA RegUient·. The 5th Battalion. 

was believed to be the lead element ot the lOlC Regiment in its move from the 
assembq areas northwest of Due Co to attack the artillery position located at 
Due Co. C Canp&.n1' 18 recont\&i8sa.nce in force had interrupted that move forcing 
the:regiment to abort the attack plan as it had lost the element of surprise •. 
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