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,'!!' KAIL: Well, my first question is exactly what sort 

operation on the 11th started? Ca~nt~·;~~'t me 
~l~y~\..l\ \ ~i \ 

the contact that later develo~~\ 

of disposition were you in when this 

where you moved out from into the AO, 

CPT MARKHAM: ye were blockinr; in the Phu Din Hamlet in Binh Dinh Province. ~!e were blockL"1g 

for a.n ARVN sweep to catch any enemy spillage out of their AO. They had a mechanized 

sweep of an area. ',./e were on the flanks in a static blocking position. 

Q. From which direction were they sweeping, sir? 

A. They were sweeping from west moving east, movjng in a horeshoe direction of movement, 

and we were on either leg, north and south leg of the horeshoe. 

Q. When you moved down into this blocking position, sir, did you come down from Anchor or 

had you been in that area1 or down that far south for a couple of days, or just how did 

you happen to wind up down there? 

A. We came from Anchor. We had been in this area for some time. It was anticipated that 

it would be a very easy mission. The 4th platoon went without its mortarso We went 

light. 

Q. What time did you move into those blocking positions, sir? 

A. We were in the blocking positions by 0900 hours ready for the ARVN and the ARVN were 

moving byJthat time. 

Q. Did any contact result in the ARVN 1 s moving back through, or performing their sweep? 

A. To my knowledge pot a single shot was fired in anger. 

Q. At what point did contact develop in the area, sir, and can you describe the big picture 

of that for me? 

A. Well, after sitting there in a static position and having no contact, getting no enemy 

movement through our positions, I sent out local patrols to insure our security in the 

local hamlets and villages. And it started with the third platoon, LT Gerald's platoon, 

he sent out Sergeant Kreidler with three 
local patrol in that area, south. 

other men, totµ. o:' four men just for a short 
ft"'p"l·r• 

·~0\idUt.· 
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Q. Who initially made contact, sir? 

A. It was Sergeant Kreidler who saw an individual, a local VC, and he chased the individual, 

cornered him in a house. He tried to escape, he shot him and killed him. He was armed 

with grenades and dressed as a •R6£ffl1rff:rsued further down the trail and he saw 

another individual, still thinking he had just scattered local resistance, he saw another 

soldier and pursued him doim the trail and at that time he got involved in a heavy contac~ 

Q. Was he by himself, sir? 

A. He was still by himself with four other men; however, when he initially saw the first 

local VC, shot and killed him, LT Gerald, upon hearing that fire fight, he rallied, I 

believe it was about six other men, he himself and six other men and they pursued down 

the trail toward the sound to see if they could reinforce, or just to find out what was 

going on. And when Sergeant Kreidler then came into heavy cont.ac+., LT Gerald was only 

about 200 meters behind him. And upon hearing that, he followed to that action, and LT 

Gerald and those six men, they became in heavy contact. 

Q• He had about ten men engaged in.heavy contact there? 

A. I believe so, I think it was about ten men. They ,,,ere from the fourth platoon, from the 

third platoon. They were lightly armed. They had onl;>' their individual weapons. 

Q. Can you give me just sort of a schematic of what happened? The way I understand it, and 

what I've heard so far, the way the companies, please correct me if I am wrong, the way I 

;:t;1:/.got the picture was they got hit and pinned down and from there on they were trying 

to get wounded back and not too much maneuvering so far as the third platoon is concerned, 

is that pretty much the way it was? 

A. Well, the third platoon found itself right in the enemy camouflaged and covered positions 

and they were pinned down by heavy weapons, automatic weapons and semi-automatic weapons 

fire and it was a question o~ really staying alive, not of maneuvering. And it was the 

second platoon and the, another, the first platoon and a portion of the third platoon 

that actually tried to maneuver, but as they maneuvered from the flanking positions, they 
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ran into the main position. W'nat LT Gerald and Sergeant Kreidler ran into was the out-

post, the security for an estimated two enemy companies and a regimental headquarterso 

Q. I understand your 16 and. 26 elements were lifted down from the northern blocking position, 

is that right, sir? 

A. That is affirmative. They were lifted down and they ca:ne in, maneuvering to the flank of 

what we thought was an enemy squad, the initial contact, but as we maneuvered to eliminate 

that squad, then the other platoon that I was with, we ran into heavy contact ourselveso 

Extremely well-camouflaged positions. You couldn 1 t find him until you were right upon 

him and then it was point-blank range. 

Q. The way I've got the pictl!re,when contact developed that day, he was dug in right along 

the edge of this hill mass, right here, is that right, sir? Right in there? 

A. Right, the main enemy positions was a trench that ran just like that and my contact 

developed right here and progressed right there and right there. Delta Company was caught 

out in the open Eight there as they moved in to reinforce me, they got caught above 

ground in these dry paddies, whereas the enemy was in a trench \lhich varied from 10 to 15 

feet deep, completely concealed and covered, and Delta Company had no idea he was in that 

position and they walked right into him. 

Q. Well, let's get a feel for the movement of platoons now, as far as Charlie Company was 

concerned. Let me try to recap here to make sure that I have got it straight. The third 

platoon sent a patrol out and made initial contact right here? 

A. That is correct~ 

Q. OK. The way I understand it, the third platoon, fourth platoon and your GP were in a 

southern blocking position, is that right? 

A. This is correct. 

Q. You had 16 and 26 up here? 

A. That is correct. 

Q. What was your first reaction? Who did you move first and can you give me an idea of how 

3 
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you maneuvered your platoons to develop this ~ontact by platoons? 

A. The third platoon and the fourth platoon moved down initially to reinforce this contact 

here, but a portion of the third platoon attempted to come around and get a flanking 

position. When moving around, they themselves became pinned down by this position here. 

Then the first platoon, I believe, was lifted in at that time, in this high ground here, 

and then the second platoon was lifted in here. I moved forward to meet the second platoc 

and bring them down, since they did not know the area. And the first platoon, as soon as 

they landed began receiving fire and were, became embroiled in that fight and were given 

OPCON, or rather Delta Company assumed OPCON of them since they could not move up and 

reinforce Charlie Company. They had to stay with Delta Company. 

Q. Actually the enemy, then, was pretty well surrounded there initially between Delta Company 

and your three elements. In other words, you had people on all four sides of them it 

would appear to me, is that? 

A. Yess, we all four sides of them, just looking at the map, but the map doesn't show you 

the hedgerows. 

Q. Right. I understand that. 

We did not have a field for • • • 

Q. We are talking about a thousand meters too. 

A. Right. 

Q. Your first platoon slid over into Delta Company's area, the second platoon you brought 11p 

to join the third platoon, is that right, sir? 

A. That is correct. 

Q. Third and fourth? 

A. The second platoon then started moving down the trail. I was with that platoon, and they 

ran into, again, the second enemy disposition which we did not know existed. We were stil: 

trying to eliminate the first initial contact, and in that action lost one KIA and one or 

two wounded, I don't recall • 

3SG SHOE~R • • • the balance of the third plator-nQMll~~lh~nly part of the third platoon 1i l\Tllf'-b'~. ~- )<-· 

J, 
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in the initial contact, and then you moved forward With the balance of the third platoon o 

~PT MARKHAM: Right. The third platoon didn't go down completely. They went down, third 

platoon minus, and then, well actually T had the third platoon minus, trying to bring 

them on that side. 

Q. Well, how did your plan of action, what resulted from it, sir, and what time of day are 

we talking about by now? 

A. It was about, it developed shortly before 1000 hours and it continued throughout the day 

with ARA getting in the battle. A Company coming up north, Delta Company on the east, 

and I was on the west, and partially on the south, and ARA became involved. 1/9 C:av had 

some elements in there. But basically it was an infantry battle. They was man against 

man. It was just too close, and they were too well-concealed to bring in effective 

indirect fire. 

Q. Can you give me some idea now, can we put it in sort of a time frame as these platoons 

maneuvered so we can consume the, eventually account for the bulk of the day? Do you see 

what I mean? 

A. Right. Well, I would say the initial contact started about 1000 hours. That's with 

Sergeant Kreidler and LT Gerald, and the elements of third platoon and fourth platoon, 

about ten men becoming pinned down by automatic and semi-automatic fire, and I moved down 

with the remainder of 36 to pick up 26,jand they landed, oh I would say about, between, 

about 11:30, maybe 1200 hours. Then we started maneuvering down to • • • 

Q. Let's back up if'we may now, sir. We started out at 10:00, we brought 26 in at 1¢:30, 

can you give me a feel fer what was going on, 11:30, can you give me a feel for what was 

going on in that hour and a half'? 

A. In that hour and a half, these people were trying to ~et themselves in a covered position. 

They were exposed, completely exposed as they ca.me down this trail, and there were a lot 

of heroic actions by individuals crawling forward, trying to deliver superior, to gain 

superiority of fires ae they could get out their casualties and also eliminate the enemy. 

We still !].ad no idea what he was and this small group of men here was actually t:cyjjng to 

5 COlif1~a~7,,: ....... ~ 
UL~ ... . J 



.. " 
• • • 

Q. 

A. 

eliminate a superior force. 

You YE>re developing contact then pretty 1'U«f»k;.i,,~r and a half'! 

Right. 

Q. OK, fine. Now we are at 11:30 and the second platoon is coming in, can we go on, keeping 

it in a time frame? 

A. I married up with Sergeant Salazar, Sergeant First Class Salazar, and we started coming 

down, we were going to maneuver around to the rear of the contact. And as we moved doi,.m, 

and moved from east to west, going behind him, we ran into the, a portion of the enemy's 

main position in this trench, a very deep trench. It was actually just a head-on contact~ 

We were going down the trench, he was in the trench, the first man got cut down, the two 

men behind him were wounded. And it took a lot of heroics on the part of the leaders 

there and the medics to even extract these men. They used their own weapons and grenades 

and managed to get all three of the men out. Then upon being, it was obvious that we 

could not continue down that trail, that is actually a trench with hedgerows on either 

side. We could not relieve the pinned doi,.m third platoon by going that way, so I pulled 

back and then started going north to maneuver to their flank with a shorter turn, without 

going out so far, and ••• 

Q. What time do you estimate you started that move, sir? 

A. Oh, it was about 1300. 

Q. About 1300. 

A. About 1300 we st~ted going do\m. in that direction, and again i...re came against, oh perhaps 

a platoon minus in that area -Ill -411111t~ug in on the other side of the hedgerow. They cut 

down the first two meh of the second platoon, and we were stopped in that position. So 

finally the third platoon, after being, we were stopped going west, we were stopped going 

north, they maneuvered east. They maneuvered east. We got out of this trench line, this 

hedgerow complex here. And it was actually a cross compartment of hedgerows. 

Q. Right. 
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A. You would have to go, you would expose yourself from one hedgerow to another, not 

knowing as you came to the next hedgerow who was there. So they maneuvered east, 

correction, they maneuvered west. This is 36 now, the remainder of 36 maneuvered west 

and finally was able to reinforce \.Jl:J.at was left of 36 by just about coming in the initial 

direction that they came in to develop the initial contact. That was the only way we 

were able to get to them. 

Q. OK. Now this is who moving west? 

A. That is, that was Sergeant Shelley moving ••• 

Q. Which platoon, sir? 

A. • • • the third platoon. 

Q. OK. They moved back west and you were with 26? 

A. Right, I was with 26 and we were developing this contact here and there. 

Q. OK. Now, they moved back west and got consolidated with the rest of the third platoon, 

is that right, sir? 

A. Yes, now at this point it might be better for Sergeant Shoemaker to tell what happened 

down in that area. 

rAFF SERGEANT JIMMIE D. SHOEMAKER: At the tirre my platoon is back with the, in our FOB with 

Q. 

A. 

~--. 
~ 

the company minus, the Company Commander had moved out with the balance of the third 

platoon to try to reinforce the element that was pinned down. After being pinned down on 

his side, which, on the side that he was with, I volunteered to the First Sergeant the 

possible chance of moving around on the north, moving up through the rice paddy, moving 

east actually on the north side of the contact and with about three or four people to 

prevent anybody from, or Charlie from moving across the rice paddy. This was my initial 

mission, just go out and block in the rice paddy to prevent anybody from running away. 

What point in the action are you describing now? 

This is about 11, around 11:00. 
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Q. . '-ONflr~·· 
This was before the first and the second platoon h!J come~i";;_:····-
Long before this withdrawal back? 

A. 

Q. OK. Go ahead. 

A. So as we moved up through the rice paddy we picked up a good position to the north of the 

contact, to the north of the 36 element that was pinned down, and waiting for any over-

flow to cone by. And I received a mission from the company commander to, or suggested to 

him that I was on the north side and I felt that I could get into them, so he told me to 

go ahead. And with the five people that I had, the balance of my platoon was still back 

in the FOB, with the exception of the five that was with me. So we started maneuvering 

south toward them. 

Q. You- are the fourth platoon, is that right? 

A.· Right. We started moving south toward the element that was pinned down. At the time we 

were only about 200 meters from them. So we started toward them there very slowly, not 

knowing exactly where the enemy was at, but trying to use the RTO that was pinned down 

and we was still able to communicate with as a guide to, for me to bring ::ry people in on, 

so he kept in to where I could just about determine where he was at. I could not see 

anybody at this point because they were all laying down. I didn 1 t know how many were 

killed or anything. All I lmew is I could talk to him. So I tried to determine exactly 

where the enenzy- was at, so that I could more or less protect my people as we moved in, 

insure that I could get something between us. And so I lit a hutch. I, at the time, did 

not have any smoke or anything because we were, too, traveling light under the initial, 

with the initial idea that there was only a couple of two or three IX machine guns that 

had our people pinned down. So we were traveling merely with bandoleers and our indivi-

dual weapons. So as we got in, as I said, there was no smoke, I had no smoke with me, so 

I lit this hutch to try to get the RTO that I was talking to, to observe the smoke from 

the hutch and give me a general direction as to what direction he was from the hutch and 

what direction the enenzy- was from the burning '£0NADB;W'*: worked out pretty well. He 
~ 

gave me some idea as to about where the enemy was at. So then I started moving my people 
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along, scattered out and one at a time, trying to ~et :in behind them, keeping the hutch 

between us. And finally we were able to get in within about 10 or 15 meters of the 

pe.ople that was pinned down. But after reaching this point we couldn't les:ve either 

because we were then pinned down. I tried to move forward behind the tree with a 

suggestion from the RTO requesting that I lay down a base of fire so that they could 

possibly run back to us, since they were sitting there behind the hutch and could not 

move. Charlie was on all three sides of the hutch. And so I moved with my RTO, as 
c,,.,,..' / ..... 
,~)r' ~1 /!. -'/.../ 

concealed as possible, and had another one of my automatic riflemen to come forward and 

lay down behind the trunk of a tree to try to keep Charlie's head downjso that these 

people could withdraw, but he got off one blast and Charlie got him. After he was hit, 

then we, I slid over, crawled over the ground, and got him by his heels and started 

pullµi.g him back. At this time one of my squad leaders that was with me, crawled over 

and tried to help re. So we managed to scoot him back, pulled him a little bit at a 

time, we got him back and, in a safe area back to the rear, keeping the hutch between the 

point of contact and us, and had the man medivacked. So again, failing once, I decided 

to try one more time because it, to me it sounded like a logical idea is to keep him 

pinned do'W!l so that these people could withdraw, that is the ones that were still alive. 
, )' ~ :, I . .l 

So I moved up and I called another one of my automatic riflemen forward that was with me 

and ••• 

Q. Who was he, Sergeant? Use names as much as you possibly can. 

A. OK. The first cine was Specialist Fourth Class Halters. He was hit and then we finally 

got him medivacked. Then I called Specialist Fourth Class Lacavia forward with his rifle, 

and the three of us, along with my RTO, SP4 Cuzman, were going to try to lay down a base 

of fire to keep Charlie pinned down so that they could run back. And just as we got into 

position to do this, evidently Charlie had out guessed us, and he shot my other man, 

Specialist Lacavia. So then we went through the same procedure of dragging him back to 

get him medivacked. We got him back and got him medivacked, and at the time I was rather 
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dissapointed and disgusted too, so I decided not to try any more. And so I talked to 

the RTO and had him just lay where he was at and inform the other people that we would 

wait until the hours of darkness, since the time had run from about 11:00, possibly a 

little later than that, until now it is somewhere around 4, or 4:30, or 5:00 in the 

evening. And we finally got a hold of, well the Charger Red team, which is our Ar team, 

ARA team were hovering overhead, So after my first man had gotten shot, no, aft.er the 

second man had gotten shot, we decided to try to get ARA in to see if they could dislodge 

the enemy. So I got a.hold of Charger Red and brought him in. I had managed to get some 

smoke from one of the medivacs, so I popped smoke ~d gave him the direction that the 

enemy was at. He came in and made his first pass and was a little over, and to our 

advantage the enemy fired at him, so this gave him even a better idea as to where he was 

at. So he came in and unloaded every rocket he had on the team, and he and his, the 

other ARA ship too. And it seemed to do no good. ~o they went back and they recharged 

and they came back. And we directed them in again. I gave them the same position. They 

could see us very good from where we were at, and they knew basically where the enemy 

was at. So they came in again and unloaded their ordinance and it still did not do any 

good due to the position that Charlie was in, the wa:y that he had his foxholes built at 

an angle, they could not get in to him. And at the same time he had to be very careful 

because. he was firing within about JO r.leters of myself and the couple of people that I 

had left, and the people from 36 that were still alive. 

Q. What time did the two ARA runs come in approximately? 

A. One of them, I believe, would be around 1400 • • • 

Q. Right. 

A. • •• around 1400, and then the other one was but a matter of 20 to 30 minutes later. 

Q. How many ships did you have firing for you at one time? 

A. I had two ships at one time and then the same two ships went back and reloaded and came 

back and delivered their arsenal again, working two ships. 

The enemy was south of you all this time? ':INElnm1r .. L, 
l 
.. Q:. 

" 
· .. ~,~·~. 10 
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A. The ene!Izy' was east of me by this time because I had moved around behind the ele:nent that 

was pinned down. I moved with my five people from north to south and got behind them. 

The ene!Izy' was to their east. 

Q. OK. Why don 1 t we turn that off a minute and draw us a quick diagram here. 

U SPKR: Here is one here. 

Q. OK, fine. OK. You were initially set up where, Sergeant? 

A. (UNINTELLIGBIE) • • • forward operational base, forward operational baseo We were here 

in this blocking position, and, I believe Captain Markham gave 36 the mission of moving 

down here, right? 

JPT MARKHAM: I told LT Gerald to come down on a local patrolling to secure, to insure his 

security. 

3SG SHOEMAKER: Right. 

Q. OK. Which way did he come, sir? Why don't we draw it in with this pencil •• o 

~PT MARKHAM: He started coming dovm like this exactly, and he saw a VG, a VG moved into that 

house, he cornered him and killed him. He was armed with ~enades, he was a local VG. 

3SG SHOEMAKER: I was setting here, waiting for him and when I walked in, when he walked up 

along with a Spec 4, he, they got them both. Neither one of them ever knew what happened. 

Q. Sergeant Kreidler and this Specialist who were the first ones to r;et it? 

J SPKR: • • • Garza. Garza. 

Q. Garza? Specialist Garza. 

' 3SG· SHOEMAKER: Specialist Garza. They were up here and Charlie was just waiting for them in 

the bushes with automatic weapons and when they walked around there, he shot them at 

point-blank and they never knew what happened. LT Gerald and the balance of the people 

that were here, which he had about five or six people with him. They heard the action 

here after they had killed the individual here, they were still looking ••• 

Q• Uh huh. 

A. • • • for the individual that 

and moved forward to see what 

was, the VC t\)t\~~~lso they heard the action here 

it was, to try to determine what was going on. And when 

ll 
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they got up here, LT Gerald from the left of the position that they were laying in, 

evidently moved forward, not knowing that the enemy was in here to see what had happened 

to Sergeant Kreidler and Spe.cialist Fourth Class Garza. And all of a sudden AK47 1 s :xi 

opened up on them. LT Gerald was hit; at the same time; he was not killed. Specialist 

r SPKR: Marshal. 

A. • •• Ma~shal was the RTO, member of the fourth platoon, but had volunteered to carry the 

radio for LT Gerald's element was hit, killed instantly, and two other people, three other 

people, in a matter of a couple of seconds were hit fatally. And they were all, from the 

looks of the area, were moving in to try to relieve the pressure on Sergeant Kreidler and 

Specialist Garza, not knowing that they were dead, I assume. So they moved in to try to 

get them, and they were all pinned down, the two company medics that were with them 

managed to maneuver behind this house, and just dove behind the hutch and '...!as sitting with 

their back up against the hutch, and the enenw could not get them because they were on 

the north side of the hutch, but every tin~ they would stick their head out he would 

shoot at them. So at this time the company cmmnander called, I believe, the artillery FO 

here and wanted him to move forward to try to get in some artillery support. And he 

~i·l. 
moved forward with his RTO and ( ? ) and one other man • • • • 

Q. OK. Let re just backtrack here for just a second. 1.fuo were the two medics back here? 

OPT MARKHAM:, Ribal and Farmer. 

Q, Ribal and Farmer? 

u IPKR: Ribal and rar'mer. 

Q. OK, fine. 

SSG SHOEMAKER: And when the squad leaders \,.f9re, Staff Sergeant ••• 

OPT MARKHAM: Kreidler and Morrison. 

SSG SHOEMAKER: Morrison? 

OPT MARKHAM: Morrison. 

'SG SHIB~R: Sergeant 'Morrison, he was one of the few who,,.. di~~',.p, ¥ft killed too. 

i2 tn~r\Utti., ~a~L 
He managed 
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maneuver behind this hutch before the enemy got around to shooting him, along with the 

two medics. And a Specialist Fourth Class Morocco got, r.ianaged to get behind this hutch, 

so there was a total of four of them, initially, behind the hutch. And then the artillery 

people moved up along, to try to get in some artillery support. 

Q. OK. Well, let me just ask you one more question now, as long as -....re are developing the 

progression of the platoons. Did the artillery support come before you made your nove up 

in here to try and relieve them? 

U SPKR: (UNINTELLIGBIE - possibly the answer~was NO) 

Q. All right, fine. Full name please ••• 

lLT MILES GAFFNEY: I heard that 36, a patrol from 36 was pinned down, and that has been 

covered pretty thorouglJ.ly by CPT Markham and Sergeant Shoemaker. I did more or less the 

exact same thillg LT Gerald did. When I got to this first hutch here on the road, on the 

trail, we could hear ARA coming in. So I and these other three men in this hutch, he 

made his first pass and we got out. I could see ••• 

Q. Do you know who called that ARA ill? 

A. I didn 1 t know at the time who was callillg it in. All I know is that it sounded pretty 

close and we wanted some protection fomfourselves. I looked out and there was this little 

open area between the hutch on the trail and where the lead element of the third platoon 

was pinned down. Charlie was in these positions indicated on the map. I didn 1 t recognize 

I recognized they were American men. I didn 1 t recognize their faces or know who they 

were. I could only see two alive. I could only see two people. 
Oor..r'.JJ!'t 

That was ( ? 

Bell and Sergeant Morrison. I, I couldn 1 t see the dead that were around LT Gerald and 

Specialist Marshal. I couldn 1 t see Sergeant Kreidler. My RTO and myself ran from this 

hutch on the trail to where they were to try and give these men support. ·,19 knew they, 

we did, however,. know that this was the third platoon pa.trol, and this was the initial 

contact that brought the whole fight on. So I knew if I could bring some artillery in 

over here, anywhere over here, or anywhere, because C<f.~,o:t:;·. f PT Markham, was 
l'l\\11r\l\t\~ • ·· , .. 

maneuvering here, and this was the lead element c""8.'a!iig that local search and destroy. 
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You knew your Company Commander was southeast of you and ffl. ~~cw the place that you 
\iWS ~~ M"'s..~ v • ... ..., 

could fire • • • ? 

A. Right. 

Q. Right? 

A. I knew it was clear. 26 was not comm.itted at the tine? 

JPT MARKHAM: No, it was not. 

LT GAFFNEY: It was not committed. If they were committed I would, I felt coordination, or 

even cut it off, the artillery, but we had nobody cor.nnitted, 26 or 16. Neither one of 

those platoons from the north were committed. It uas just, we had two platoons out there. 

As we ran across this open area, Charlie opened up and hit my RTO, and he was hit about 

10, twelve feet, correction, meters, from this hutch right here. 

Q. Center hutch? 

A. Center hutch, right. 

Q. Why don 1 t we number these hutches and I think it will be a little easier to talk about 

them. Number 1, 2, 3 • • • • 

A. OK. I turned around, I saw he was hit, I said go over, take off your radio, and his name 

was, my RT0 1 s name was Private Jessie Glover, I said take off your radio, and just make a 

dive. Well, he was alive, he did it, the radio was about ten feet away where he left, ten 

meters away where he left it, and I had no radio, no artillery radio. The only radio we 

had there was the radio that belonged to LT Gerald. That radio •,ras operated by Specialist 

Pageant, who coordinated with Sergeant Shoemaker and Captain Harkham. The net was tied 

up. It would have been impossible to use that radio for artillery. 

Q. That radio was on the company net then, is that right? 

A. Company net, yes, the Charlie Company net. 

Q. Your radio on the artillery push was the one that was hit? 

A. Right. So I remained there at number 1 hutch. 

SSG SHOEMAKER: Number three hutch. 

Q. Number three hutch, the one in the center. 

ll. 
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us. They were only, then we heard later on that vnder the cover od? darkness, they were 

going to try and get to us, and that 1 s what happened. 

Q. From your point of view, the fight ended rieht there for you, your maneuvering ended 

right there until after dark when you could • • • ? 

A. Negative. My maneuvering ended as soon as r:ry RTO got hit. I stayed there with him for, 

I would say eight hours. 

Q. Right here at hutch nwnber three? 

A. Hutch number three, I stayed there. I couldn't go any further. 

Q. Yau never were able then to call in any ••• ? 

A. I, myself, didn 1 t call in any ARA, I found out later it was Sereeant Shoemaker who was 

doing it, and we got 26 committed, and well, we tried • • • • 

Q. Right. 

:PT MARKHAM: I think it's interesting looking at this nap, you can see perfectly what happened. 

16 was committed right here. Again, ue are all orienting on this contact. They were 

committed up there, and imn~diately started receiving sniper fire, and became embroiled 

with the main forces here. Then 26 was committed up in this area, and they were committed 

this far because these were the only good LZ' s, So I moved up just about right here, I 

moved right • • • • 

Q. Right here, sir? ' 

A. Right. I moved up to that position to meet 26 and to bring them in because he didn't 

know where the contact was, or where he should move. I met hin right here, 26, so instead 

of going directly toward the enemy, I directed that he :nave east and '.,re would ;set a good 

blocking position, maybe even completely around to his rear. And j_nstead of moving up on 

the high ground, we moved in the low ground in this trench, a covered trench, w~dch at the 

time seemed to be a irery good way to 
meters, and the enemy opened up with 

move; however, we proceeded up there about a hundred 

extremely ew~~ .. ~~,~~.f~~t-blank fire. And that's 
11u.~nE .. ha• ,, • ~ ... 
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when we were stymied in that area. We knew we couldn't r'1ove Muclthfl:re-etion on the 
bUl'UIUL ... ~· .... 

high groun~with him in a covered position getting flanking fire on uso So then 

I started going do"Wll this direction with 26. .ie '..Jere moving do"Wll this direction, 1.ralking 

in this trench and that time the enerrry opened up from that position and cut do"Wll the 

first two men. So we moved them back up here and evacu2.tec' themo ~1e still knew we had 

to get down there. ~-le kept going dm.m this way, this time crawling. He zot to this 

position, the enemy fired upon us. We drew back, '.Te went do·.m there a[;aino This time 

they threw grenades. Miraculously no one was injured. lJe drew back aeain. .And each 

time, this is crawling forward on your hands and kn8es, not knowing if the ene1:iy is °C;8-

hind this hedgerow, that one, or which one. Just little by little, hoping that you are 

able to relieve the pressure do"Wn there. The last time I crawled down that trench, the 

enemy oi::ened up and got PFC Bennet. 

Q. Hho was he, sir? 

A. He was, he was a rifleman in the, in the third platoon. And he volunteered to go down 

there with me. I said come on, I need sone help, and he volunteered. He moved right up, 

without any question, he riloved right up. And as he and I \Jere crai,rling do1.m this tl::l.ench 

here, on our hands and knees so we couldn't be seen above the level of the ground, I 

heard a shot and thought that my pistol had r~one off because it was right in r:ry face o 

And he cried out, and he had been sllot from, at tl;.e rrrost ten feet, One shot, and he was 

mortaJ.ly wounded. And it is interesting, the enemy had tremendous fire disci?line. He 

did.n' t open up wildly with a burst of sixty, he fi~ed one shot, and then he :noved out 

because I im.-rnediately hugged the ground and threw grenades from where the fire came, but 

he didn't fire back. He was in this trench and in these bunkers. These bunkers actually 

went under these hedgerows. He could jump in this bunker a.."'1d come out there on the other 

side of the hedgerow. And it was only with the bravory of the 1o:i.en with me we i,rere able i;,o 

get PFC Bennet back and evacuate him immediately, but he was nortally wounded, and unfor-

tunately he didn't live. So after being stopped this Hay, we couldn't 1.1ove across the 

open terrain right ar:;ainst the enemy. 
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and knees, and he and a Specialist Fourth Class Flannigan noved over this way and led the 

remainder of 36 back toward the west, and car:ie hack, and he helped them in that area. And 

we ought to get, really Beale in here, and ought to get Flannigan in here to give their 

versions of what happened down there. 

Q. OK. This is 36 now? 

A. Right. 

Q. e6 minus? 

A. Right, 36 minus. 

Q. OK. (You remained up here with 26't) 

A. Right. I remained up here in tho center. I lmd 16, 26 and it uas apparent the eneny was 

all around, so I thought I could best control everythinc by ronaining right here. 

Q. You were here:, CO was here. 16 didn't move up the trench with you? 

A. Yes, they did. And so now 26 is, they left some people up here to prevent the enemy from 

coming in behind us. 

Q. Blocking there? 

A. Blocking there. And also Sergeant Michener was down there. He had his squad down there. 

And we were pinning them down, firing across there, pinning them dmm, and hoping to 

relieve a little pressure off that •••• 

Q. You pretty much occupied this portion of the trench there, uith -'our second platoon sort 

of spread out to the front, is that right, sir? 

A. Right. 

Q. OK, fine. 

A. I would like to say that it was tremendous the way the men would r:1aneuver and nm up 

against an enemy force, well-concealed, truce casualties, they would pull back and evacuate 

their men, and then start in another direction. 

Q. What LZ \.Tere you using for evacuation, sir? This one that 26 ca.rne in on? 

A. It was 26, right here. And also in the rice paddy. ',Je were fortunate. '.Je were able to l : our wounded out without receiVing h~~V'J &O~f\'fil\~:r.rly Delta Company received a 



considerable amollnt of fire as their medivacs cane in. .ie were quite fort11nate :in that 

respect. 

Q. ~Jhat time did Bennet get hit, sir? llhat time did he get hit? 

A. About 1530. About 1530. This was, this was the final attel'lpt. de had to get d01.m there 

and get these men who were pinned dmm by fire out. And PFC Bennet got it about 1530. 

Q. OK. Now what, were your instructions that the 36 :'.linus ele:1ent went over here and what 

was your thinking, sir? 

A. I think it wr:i:s Sergeant Shelley, I believe sug:~ested, he said, 11 sir, gocldarn1it, we c..m't 

get through this way, we can't get that way, that way, why don't we crawl clmm, let r.ie 

take some men, I' 11 crawl down that way. 11 And this was the only uay you could naneuver. 

The enemy's positions were just fantastic. It was by crawling on your hands and lr..nees. 

So L1e and Specialist Fla.rmigan, who is the mortar FO and who pushes the rear of the 

plP..toon, with the platoon leader up front, !1e 1 s in .... i.,ne rear, t1.1ey took what wo.s left of 

36 and maneuvered down there and ;re re able to join up and rendercc! great as;.>istcnce. . . 
Q. To the pinned down element? 

A. Right. 

Q. OK. \Thy don 1 t you fellows come on over here and. tell us what happened. This is about 

1530 this move starts, is that right, sir? 
:p4 TRAIN 

A. This is Specialist li'ourth Class ( ? Train). When we maneuvered do-wn the trench the 

first time, and uere unable to knock out this one position that 26 maneuver element was 

trying to knock out. 

~.- This is down here where Bennet is? 

A. Right. This is, this is the guy that got Bennet. OK. Where these little trenches come 

down that trench, and as Captain Markham said, we got a g-.cenade and heavy fire c'i.oi,m that 

trench, so we crone back, and Sergeant First Class Shelley ~mew that the only wey we could 

move was to the west. And our plan was to come out this ;ray to, the trench -was about 150 

to 200 meters to our west. And we low-crawled w1th Sergeant First 
\rtll"M":'":·1, 

myself, and four other men, 3.11.d maneuvered dm.ir1 ~\\~~lU~~ ·~~c."...~tJ~>. 

maneuvering on this man that had us pinned do-wn. 12 

Cl2.ss Shelley 1:ind 
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Q. 

A. 

• 
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• • 
Right here? 

Right. So we coulJ taJce h:iJ11 ou·~ and then contirl1QNfHJL£l<bth. to help ou.t our ~;inned 
.. ... , ... 

down first element. Once reaching this ditch we cont:2n1.1ed north and then • • • 

Q. Is there a ditch running up through here that's not (indicated)? 

A. Let me see. Yes, right about in here. OK. Over here is a. big fieldo This trench goes 

something like this, and it went this way. OK. ,;e got j_'1 the trench uhich was running 

north south, we continued to the faxthest point north, jumped out of the trench and run 

into kind of a heavy covered area. 

Q. Palm trees? 

A. Palm trees and burned hutches which .AHA had burned dmm. 

Q. Vegitated right in here then? 

A. Right. And we got into the open area, I coordinated with Staff Sert;eant Shoena.ker, and 

I had him pop smoke to try and find exactl; irLere he ·lms ccca1;.se we uere :i.n a brand new 

area and we had no idea where anybody was, and he popped~ his smoke and we couldn't 

recognize it. So we maneuvered a little farther to the, we went east, we went northeast 

to another little trench which was right about in here. 

Q. This is also running north and south? 

A. Hostly. Mostly running north and south. Ue got in this trench and set and was thinking 

what our next plan was going to be. Then I noticed, you popped a purple smoke wasn't it 

Sergeant? He popped a purple snoke and I noticed his location. 

Q. From where? 

A. This was northeast of us, which was up in here in that one hutch. ;Je had his location 

l Q, 

L 

pinpointed, so we continued to move down this one trench. He got :Lnto this one trench 

and we had, it was Specialist Fourth Class Sidhu.ry and Specialist Fourth Class Eelindezo 

They were the first two nen up on point. And Spec:Ltlist Fourth Class Sidbury perfectly 

saw this one VC with the machine gun. And whe.t their plans '.Jere was to ::;et doHn, he uas 

in this darned trench, let me see which trench it was, yes, it uas this trench right here. 

••• YC right-here? 
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A. Right. OK. Nm·T they -were in a horeshoe. There was one riachine f'PJ.11 here, one here, and 

one here. The one that ue ran against was the westernmost part, \·!aS the westernnost 

machine gun, so Specialist Fourth Class l·felindez jn ,")ed cl.ovm in the ti~ench, and upon him 

jumping do1.m in that trench, apparently he saw h·i_n, cmd he cut loose with his o..,_1tonatic 

weapon, and he had us located then. 0 o ue :,10.nouvered back and ;~ot ourselves some cover, 
I 

we lodged sone grenades and threw some s:aall uri-:is ro1mds. It dirln!t knock hirn out, so 

we gathered back up and -.re moved to a seC11re area e.nd He :)i1oned to Captain Hc..rkham to 

telJ. him our situation, unable to maneuver on. this J'lan, oncJ. we sug,,;-ested that \le :12..i."leuver 

around, get back on this trail, anci see if we can l'1.0ok up with the rest of the 46 ele:r.1ent 

and' give them some support. So we gathe_red up and ;naneuvered around through this big 

open area, crawling and maneuvering, one man at a ti::ie, and we reached this one house 

which is about a hundred and fifty meters to Sergeant S11oemaker' s eroup, to the west of 

them. 

Q. Back in here somewhere? 

A. Right. (UNINTELLIGBIE MULTIPIB CONVERSATION) ••• Yes, right e.bout ,ihereo 

Q. This hutch right here? 

A. Hh huh. We came up there ••• 

Q. Let's draw an arrow now from where you Here. Go aliead and do it ~rith the :iencil. 

A. OK. 1.Je started out right here. This 11as a pretty close area, •:e 'rent dovm like t:1is, 

came up in here, and started to move this way into the trench, and this is where -.re got 

pinned down right here. OK. Then ,.re gathered bacL up, 1.rent back to sone cover, and 

circled all the we:y back around this we:y, and got up into this nain trail and into this 

hutch, which is the last bit of cover before we zot to the 46 elemento 

Q. Right. 

A. So we got up to this hutch. I coordinated with Sergeant Shoenaker and he threw a s11oke 

to where this one machine gun position was pin.riing them do'vm. 'Je loc2,ted their position 

and -we had Specialist Fourth Class Nokes throw about five or six l•'.-79 rounds into it .. 

And we didn
1 t receive any returnine fire. 
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coordinated back and forth, anrl. ue dociced thc;.t '.TO ue:::-e r;o:l.n~ to 30 and hook Uf' with foe 

46 elenent. So we took our grou:_J and, ono at C;~ ·c.i:Je i.rith all ·.re had, :.:·en across t:1is 

open area, and hooked up with the 46. Ancl the re st cf our J6 eleincnt ·,.ms back :1c:re :I.n 

this one position where 1.-re left them. Tl1en ue hac~ a h211ci_ "'.\1 11 o~ abo11t 11 or 12 r.1en, and 

we imr1ediately, couldn't keep this area covered 1.rith our uoundecl and our c\ead, a11d the 

::nachine gun positions, so we phoned ;)~Le': ,,nr:' ;mid that -.. '8 \;ill cone 1iacl: dmm this trench 

again, and guide up the rest of our 36 element. And that's ,/nat we dido ·1e coordinated 

with them and Sergeant Shelley and n~cself, end the rest of the group that we started with 

maneuvered back the same route, and they maneuvered down the sane wa~r we did, on their 

hands and lmee s, crawling in this trench, and we hooked i;p i.-tith tD.em, and hroucht them 

back in to the 46 element, and gathered here for the nieht. 

q. l1hat time was this now? 

J SPKR: About 7 - 8:00. 

A. Yes, about 8:00. 

Q. All right, we 1 ve ~ot the third and fonrtli platoons co11solid2.tec1 rizht h(ol'e bloc::b ';' for 

the night? 

A. Right. 

LLT lIIL::;s GAFFNEY: It 1 ras about that time too, u'.1en t'.1ic; ~i'lx.,_-ti3on 2Jd_ !/.J hooked Ul)• T;1is '!:J.s 

the time, at that tine, i.re i.rere able to get out of hntch number ••• 

J SPKR: three. 

A. three. Hedivac was brought in, we had tHo 1rounded ·chere, and rnedivac 1ms bron:~l1t in. 

Things 1-1ere, --.rell, under control at the ti.'":le and every • • • 

Q. • •• pretty well 6athered up? 

A. 'le settled down for the night there, we got our uom1ded out of thato 

Q. All right sir, now we have everybody squared auay, ::;ot everybody gathered up no\1 except 

for 26. '.le lmow 16 slipped over into Delta Company's area and bece1ne OPCON to them. 

Could we backtrack now? ~le left 26 in this trench, can ' . .fe follow t}1em? Ji1Cre rl_id they 

finally wind up? 
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")T MARKHAM: Well, that was about 1530 when they uere ma2:in:~ the third and final attempt to 

move down this trench, and then took casunlties, and it became q'. 1 ite obvious it '.rasn't 

profitable to continue r.J.eneuvering in that c.roa, .J.Ild also became obvious that the enemy 

force that was holding down 36 here on the nain trc;.il was just, only a 1;ortion of the 

main enemy forces, and that we :rnci them c.lJ. o.rol1JK1 '.1s. So I rleci,fod to l8avo 26 here, 

corxriit the rest of 36 to relieve J6 a.rid 46, a:1cl let 26 see i~ they could handle what they 

had run into. So they set up themselves in this trench, contiriued to deliver f'ire c:.gainst 

the enemy here. .Sergeant !Iichener set u:1 a position right here :i.n anbush. It "ras :~etting 

dark. And we hoped, knowing that D.t night tine, c:1cLrlic, once he lns been found aln0st 

always tried to leave the area. So Sergeant 1 ;ic!1ener set u~1 an aJ1bush rip~ht in that 

position. I took Sergeant Salazar, who j_s a platoon ser~ee"'1t of the second i1latoon, and 

he and I went up to the cross trails, right there, and he s3t up several a:-ibc~.s:i1es in th2.t 

position. I took Sergeant ::ialazar, who is a platoon serge;:;,nt of the second platoon, 2nd 

he and I went up to the cross trails, rigi.1t there, a.nd he set up c::everal aJ1bushes :i.n tho.t 

position. 11e set up one there and he had positions all aro1111d that • • o 

Q. Sort of set up kind of a perimeter right there? 

A. J:i:xactly. He had a perimeter right there. 

Q. Sergeant who? 

A. ;:)ergeant Salazar and the second platoon ond lvsclf. How Colonel Casey, the Dric;ade 

Cor.wander, set down there about 1900, just as it ·,ms c;etting r:ark, and cane in to check 

on the situation,' asked if we needed anything, supplies, L"J1d :1is )resence 1.1elped us a loto 

We were ready to catch anybody that tried to r:1ove out, but e.:;,-JpL•.:tently, ;f1e:c·e the ·~o.in 

enemy r.10Ved out initially to the, this is up :Lnto t:1e ldgh ,:;i~ol1.nc1 to the south. Instead 

of moving toward us, they moved away fror,1 us. And, l1owevor", ::;ergec11t 2iichencr doi..m there 

did have some success. He put ::is claymores GJJ.d trip-:.~l.::.ros in, o,.Y1c) a tri;-'-fl~:re 1-;ent 

off dP,ring the night, and he opened up, Md tl::e next :·10rning TIC ~.'ound a "iack, eN2 there 

was blood, end I think we eot somebody. r:e.ybe he 'rou1d like to ciesc:c::_be tl·~at. 

;TAFF JSRGE.AJTT JJ!JlES E. EICJIBNER: 
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sion that this '::as the onl~r position thr.t ·.te ··:·c:c-.L-:r hwl to ·.ro:·i·y ;_l:o~1t, aYJd our .:i.c>:;:Lon 

cane np to this cDDssi.ng, this trench '.ro.s roD.l dense 1.:1IJd ·.re t;;10uc_:ht the.t •re wouldn 1 t be 

able to crawl into it initially, so • • • 

Q. A lot of vegitation in the t::-e:nc-h? 

A. A loll of vegit.ation in the trench, uhcre the "X" is ':,llec..~e, 2.s :rou ·.rere, at the en",rance 

rieht there at the crossing. So my s:::._uu.d c2!'le 2.lon;::; about :-25 :.1ote:::-s on this side of the 

trench and 1-re jumped into the '.:.rench, o:f' cou:-se r;:i.ving ti.s c. lit~le r1ore security, I me2n 

He thou~:;ht we i.ms safer then because they didn't no.kc no G.t t.e.'.! )t. to fire at us ·:'ro~.1 this 

. t. . , t '\, 3/ , . , 1 1 - 1 t _,_, t .co• • t' posi ion 1:,";.a - \·:as o~~,e::~; 1~rArever, o ain ;;.::i.vc a sn3_,_..L c enen une. was iiring on nese 

people. So rzy point man, Specialist Gra:t.io1·, ',re -10v·ed up ahout; 75 1•.~sters 1Jp t'1i::; :~:rencl1, 

and the vegitation aGain got very very thick and 1re had to stop ::i.or1cnt~ffily. At tb.is 

time a r:iachete was passed up so thc.t the point rnan could st2~t e1··~ .. j.Jlt,' his u~.~· ::x1 t.:,is 

-c:;:-Lmci1. I guess he cut his i,ray about 10 feet and tlwn this uc.s vhen this all ~)rol:e loose, 

this automatic weapon. And it hit him, and the t1ro nen that WJ.s behind hir:1; however, it 

1.-ras a slight crook in the ditch that r:iore or less concealed those two ,-,1en from that 

;,reapon. The rounds 11as going over this, but the;:r act1Jally en _ ln 1 -:. -_ct in to Fs on 

account of this little bend, but ~-t did :1it ~razicr. ' "" ...... ~) 

soon as he iras, Grazier ·.rc.s hit, S:cecio..list :>L8o.rns thrc1 •. • <-·. :::;-.·o;~~;.t1e, :::nd I sa1.r the :.i:ren-

ade zo 1..ljJ in the air, and I thou,:-.;ht naybe it · 1i)1t 11:.:i.ve ''cen ono of C:ic.:·J.ie 1 '-' ·;ren:..<.de s, 

but it happened so, he told me that he tlu·e·.r tc:i0 :;renade, c:md 0:1ce he thrmr t1ds 

position. Je don 1 t ~:...riou ·.rhetjwr 1:e '~ilJ.ecl tic:Ls ,_.:c.n or ·.rhu.t. . ftor t1·:is ·.rc:.s over, the 

11 doc 11 crone up and started • • • 

:~. '.H10 1ras the doc? 
23 
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.i.~. S:Jocialist Itich."Trra..'1. Ile eane up and sta:·tGrJ ·f~l'e::i.tl.n·~ ·c;.~r; two ·.rm'nried, ;:;eo5.nc; t'.12.t 

SflCCialist }razier was already dead. ;le evacuated~:·:1'li.~k,'1 and then r,iyself and Sergeant 
" t,. ~-;:. :.....,11 li ;, '" ,,.4_ 

Salazar was trying to move on up to get Grazier. Sergeant :JaJ.azar actually :1oved up to 

Hhere Specialist G:cazier was. I uas sotti1i:~ c:J)out 25 r~c:::te:-s ~:;e:: Lnd hi .1 :rit'.1 ny '.!eapon 

Serg-eant Salazar's clrnx1ce. OK. Cnce 11e ;::ot 'lin '.::nck, L<S t!1e conpEJl1Y com··13.nder ;:aid, ve 

all pulled back at t;1is crossir'.g here n.nd :-~et 1..1.•1 our :~ee'.•rit;y o.round. And t!1c:n ue 

.36 had a small a.'1101..mt of men up he::·e. I .;'.ess ~i10y j11:::.t ::m·e or less lc.I'.t the;1 !1ere jm;t 

~. That's ri:::;ht. 

,, 
.i.1.• OK. 

catch these ;:-eople that uas ccminz 01,_:.; of this 11osition. -~o onee ue r;ot up t:1e1'e I 

coordinated with this, Sergeant, I can 1 t even ~ll:;_i:.2~ of '.lis na:.1e. 

:PT l :.AR.KHAM: Hoagland. 

;GT l•IICHNER: No sir. The colored, tlie eolored one, s'w:·t one. 

:PT HAR.KRAH: Ohl He incastle. 

;GT MICHlJER: Sergeant Leincastle. Anrl 1re :-;ot -~o:;c;,t".10.:.· or; '10'.I 1.;e ·.rere -::oi.1i::; to :;et ',1_:,l our 

cla:.rnores -.:·ouiCi .. .:;e 

and ue continued firin:5 on this position ·,,ntil ii:. ·.li.'..S cL:irk, 11::1til :'.ctii~.l;:; '.:e ccmlcb 1 t 

."PLD)._1 d11 back the ot;1er ·.ray. And, as ·.re ss.id, the racl: was ~:~c1·e next '1orniJ13, o.nd '.re 

saw the blood stains, as to whether 1re acb;all•r ::i1led icin, '..'O don 1 t know. Anr1 t~10.t was 

about all that took place that night. 
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up here, I have discovered. now, :1hen ~/OU ·.mi~e doJn here '.r:Uli. ?..). .:e1·e you l'.s5x1.G them a;; 

the point when you first noved up there? Is that ho' . .' you happened to be up there? 

A. IJb. I left, I came at 36 to this position, then uhen 26 landed, I T:J.oved on up here. . . 
Q.. That's right. 

A. • • • to meet 26. 

Q. You moved up there. 

P SPKR: Sergeant Shelley took over. 

A. .1.-\.ight. ;)ergeant Shelley was do\m there. Also, Ser;:;eant s:1oe:na1:er, he )Ut '.1is mm 3.J:lbush 

CJ.mm here nnd he was, he had a very succe~.sful ambush. .·Je ;r2.nted to :~et our licks in. 

These people, we had been hurt, and ue 1 • .rantec1 to hurt then ever. vorse, really get some 

C:harlie ass. And he set up an ambush dmm there that night, and the next morn:Ln~ we 

policed up a body and three weapons, two SKS' s ancl one R?D r.1achine gun. And also one 

r.harlie right there. The next r.i.Drning the men, despite the heavy contact that daY, we 

were given an order to sweep the area, and we did, we swept it completely, and finally 

discovered the real significance of this trench in here, finding mortar rounds, 82mm 

mortar rounds, we found huge magazines of nachine gun, 30 calibe1~ nachjne gun cJ:llmmition. 

They had quite a few heav:y weapons in here. They left a lot of personal clothing and 

equipment. We found two shallow graves. One o=~ them had a body in it. ',le fonnd four 

other, three other bodies, one dmm j_n this Josition tind two over, t11ree over here. 

Q. Do you think that the ARA got these doim in here? 

A. I honestly don't know. 

Q. They could ho.ve been drug back. 

A. I don't believe .AP..A got them. Perhaps one of them, because o:' tlle nature of their wounds. 

They veren't torn up. They had, it looked like to me snal1 arms wounds in them, but I 

know we got them, somebody US got them. 

Q. The one point that looks kind of obvious to me here, and correct me if I arrr wrong, because 

T am going to consider myself drawing on i~ as I l·irite this th_i11g up. Tt loc::ccl. 
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2J.~~t: tc ;10 that nobody really ho.ct o. chance: to ln~i.w; ver:r 

;.rom~self, had r.mch of a chance to bring noro than one or 

cn1c1'1~G!~.-~~~ t:1e enerl,'r or 

lit~.~ i...:."-•·····' 
t·.10 ;'!Cn' s fire po1.:er to beo...r. 

In other uords, it looked like the:: ·.rerc coming to::;c t,lh;r hc~8.d-on fr on 1.rhat I see. 

A. n· was a (neeting) cn~ai:;enent, the~r didn't expect l)S and we certainly didn't expect the 

sizeable enemy force ivre :can into. .le be ca.no embroiled at e:d:.11 cooly close ranee, o.nd it 

was a case of attacking a dng-in enemy, a defensive _i)::.1 epared :rosition, 11ell-camouflaGed 

and well-conceaJ.ed. And the only uay to r;et hi.r:i ov.t was to root his,1 out bGcause you coulc 

not identify your targets sufficiGntly to call in artille17. You could.n 1 t sec him tlntil 

you actually rooted hii11 out. 

'~. Your blockine ;)osition t!1en '.!3.S ullere? Tl1e ;1llrnings n:.Lssion then 'las to t!1e sonth of 

the whole contact later on then, is that r:i.;fnt? 

SPKR: That's right sir. 

or onybody that, I -;1ant ::·ou .~c, tell ~1G 011;rthi.n::o: that '"OU s::i.w o.n7boC.:r do, e11:;,rtl1in,3 t'..1c..t 

please? 

SPECL\LIST FOURTH CLASS LOIT::TIC H. BCPJ.E. I o.r11 in t:-ic third :JJ.c:t.ocn. I 2.n the r:-60 ;riocJi:ine 

!linJled dmm. I uas folloirinc; lJocco.celli. T H<'.S bel1~i1cl. :=occo..cel].i .::md t1.TO ot'.ier ·ooint 

men, S~ecialist Fou.rth Class, co:-crect that, PoccacolJ.i, thu.t :i.s Sor:'.eaDt SheJJ.ey, t\e:~ 

'.fatson. Shall I use this nap? 

'.j.. Ies, ::;o ahead. '.'rive 1~1e sone if.ea of u'.1 ·t ti.:1e j_n t::c ac~ion nmr 

bed is. 

A. ·vlell, when ire fL 1 st uent in, sir, vasn 1 t tho.t ~but1.t 11: CO? 

u Sfl:::9..: The'-~einredfi· dir,~ dmm there started aAbbououttlOll: ~.001'.c;~nGn~·~·~.'~L 
SP4 BEAIE: rm w" get to this po:int? M 
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SPKR: About 10:30. Abo1i.t 10:30. 

i-'T l IARKIL"J 1: About 10:30 or 11. 

P4 ?EAIE: OK. .le rr:cccl-18d this ;::ioint ,:,bout; lO:JO. 2.:·01.md in to 1.-ir::c·o, 

.... 

to -l:,~lis bnnker :..~ight hore, a1y' ;,1ade :.•. J.i ttlc ~.-:li ·]'"-· crool~ right ~1cre. Our ""'Oint nan 

that time was PFC Hatson, Following ;.,_im c,gain, uas S ~~e cic.list Sidbury, 

; . ...:..,_ 

went 11:; to novG a.gain, o.s 1.rc come F".' he fired )Oint-ul~Jll: r<-::~.:l.:n, ~-:L: }··it, i:.1ds tinG he hit 

·cine, right ~1cre, you could ~;eG ·c,;~e cneny, t:1e c;·x:-J.'._•.;;, ·:~_r:-:cJf, I -~~;u~.d sec ·.r;iere '.1e ·.1::.cs 

firin(; frma, so I stood uri behind focc2.cel1i, .'"'..nc.1.. tu1·ned tl:e ::-60, I sto.rted shooting 

I '.i1ler, and '.re fired, oh, G.pproxiEtcrbel.y w1otller 200 :cou.nds, )iYL:il\:; t~1e ::.~e :i.v·c~ ~.vic:J.uals 

down, while ..Jer~;cDnt ;Jhelley illld Fourth Class Sid1;1Tj" tl1rew :~::.·011ar'es ·'n ·C.Iii::; ::::.rea. :JtL.l 

we cou.ldn' t, evidently didn't ):noel: them out. At t~1~.s ti:-;e r-.n I ' . .r:.;.s co~'in:; u·_J :,'-t;e.in, I 

:f'i:ccd half v;i.;;,r Jasic load fo t:1cJ.'C 0 

You Sa;"/ you +·.: 
-- •_lJ• 

In the be.cl: of ny steel ~:;ot. T '.!c.sn 1 t, I 
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OK. And then this time t;!te rn st of, I "think, Ca"JGc.i~" kD.an, t:~o.t is vhen :rou ca:n.e 3.Tld 

joined us. They ca.r:ie and j oinod us, and we tJ.•iec3. to' tc.J:~'""l'fi •~';I,1kers here o.s they 

dovered, and Srecialist. • • 

Q. • •• came U}: with the second platoon? 

::;i..m, 

,,,,... 
.... ·~·) :'..nto ]10:..·e, 

burning hutch they 1.![~S t aJJ-:inG about. 

lfoagland uent in iiere an6 j o:i.ned thorn. 

·- , l""1., ( ... -

I. 
• ~ I~, 

, .. ,, 

i_; G~'-. ·1 _. ·- u -., , --: , :..---~~ "; 

~ ., 
J . .J....: .. , 

Ser.·;eunt -

l . 
'...J ". 

·-ii 

•t.,, .• ... 

. . ~ ... -. 
·-~ 

, ' 
·" 

-( _,. ~ ·-

:·1( 

.. r<".I,.... .: +'/) 
1.·1o...:,.U .!.. V• -

ShoemeJcer, and I set r:iy gun up for the night in this area nere, a.'1d I sent for i;i;y· ammo 

bearer back into t~lis, I took uy 81.n:io bearer b:~.ck into t~ds o.rea with a..'1otller, he was 

Fourth Class Helinc1ez, and w~10 was ti1at, and :?ourth Class StcJ .. kenberg set in this e..rea. 

They were the two individuals that sl1ot the tl1ree Clmrlies tl':'."hls; to cor.:e dovm t;lis 

trench - (what time was that?~ ••• 

SPKR.: J1 3:00. 

'4 3t:Alli: • • • about 3: 00 i.n t;10 · on:.:'.J1r;. 

:.er. 

aitch here '.ritn lled;erows on it, cmc: :;;:r [:.ssista.nt }"ciJ•er, c..:1~' i1:.r otller <L::'.o bO<.'.ror I :12.d 

cravled on past us. '.le could :near them clurinc; ::,ll this tine, ::n··c ~re couldn 1 t, onr uissior 

that night was to cover ti1e dead people out in this 2.rea :.riti1 n,y g-1..1.n, m1d lil:e I say, rr.y 

amr:io bearer and this other man shot t:nem as they c.s:1e out iiere. 'le fonnc.J. ti1at one body 

the next norning and the two rifles. And that is about iny 9art in tl~e fire fight. 
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';i. Are you other two individuals here that s,,ot t'cose tilree Charlie s? 

'4 NOKE:S: ':I'i:1en we went to set up ti1e anbush for the ni~:nt, like we sqi. d;,,, §~.c ,4 .Hilindez 
iJvhi Uii;,.¥>, • •· 

Spec 4 Rosenberger set up guarding - (I believe t:1ey 1..re1~e oi1 the nai..11 trail, we:·en't 

they?)- they were right. on the main trail. About J: 00 ti1:it nisht \.Je heard s~iots. So 

and 

everybody got up and was looking ar01md to soc uho.t \re could see, see if' ·.re could l1co.r 

any nore movement. About 3:30, approxinately 3:1) to 3:30, one, bro ;nen · .. •ere on G"Uard, 

one was 1.mtc!1in~ ti•e road, and one was 1.1atcl1in[; our rear at o'c~r i)OSi ti on. ·re worked, 

let's seejwQe:i;e those two hutches a.re. 

'T HARKHAH: There a.re two hutci1es right there. 

14 NOKES: Right. 

SPKR: There are some on the otl1er side, too~~~~ 

'4 NOKES: Right. It was across the trail, rj_Ght, we •.:ere next to the rice paddj_es. 

Q. OK, fine. 

SPKR: This was a populated area here, too. 

'4 NOIC~S: A:ncl. one non started, started to come up beid.nd. Ile ca:i.e across, rie;i1t after t:~e 

shooting that Spec 4 Ro:.'.enbcrcer and .S1·;cc l, ;:ilini:'ez ::us in. T:.cy, C.w.rJ.ie t;:-·ied to c;et 

in a position behind us. '.Te cl.idn 1 t l:ciow if 1!lfl. ha.ct n uca)On or C",ot. Tile ~·,1an on ~;i.w.rd '.1c.c 

seen him and he woke everybody up. There '.!as t~1ree nen at our position. I was, I got 

behind a palm tree and gra'obed my E-79. The r1811 that seen l:i1:1 O)ened up 1,rith a 116. Ee 

emptied the magazine back there, ancl 1ie hoard sonebody ruru:ing. After the tl"ree M-79 

rounds dropped, there '.ms a paJ.m tree, there ti1e rtmnine stopped ri::;ht at the ~-:ialm tree. 

And at this po:int, right in the middle of t11e palm tree, and then -re uai ted f'or a w!1ile. 

He dion' t hear any more movement out of them, all tJ.1at night. And the ne:~t norning we 

1 • .rent out there and we found their body with the puck, and the ueaponso Then Sergeant 

Shelley, they went around the other hutches - (with two or tl1ree ot11er :aen, wasn't H'?) -

went around the hutches where I was firin[S at, ancl right at the paJ.rn tre;ejthere was a big 

pool of blood there, but there ue_s no bodies. So ue e6fif·K}£ti1:.~\l.ddy, the oti:1er r:;uy 

took, erabbc;d him and Di Di Id. 
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Q~ Is there any thing else now, sir, thc.t you can ti1ink of? 

:PT MARKHAM: Well, just kind of a surnr.iation here, we Fere on, initial1y on a blockinz r:i.ission, 

blocking for an ARVN mechanized sweep. 'I'he sween didn 1 t turn up o.nyt~1:Lng, and I sent 

out local patrols. The patrols, we didn't have our >1ortars with us, we was just blocking 

and we expected to be lifted out that afternoon. The contact developed with ti1is extre-

mely heavy contact and then every tir.1e we moved in from another ane;le we discovered more 

Charlie, and it developed into a real fine contact throughout the day, involvinG several 

of our companies, and at least two enemy corapenies and a reginental headquarters. It was 

a, it was an individual soldier's fight, fought on the gro1md, and in a lot of cases, the 

loaders were wounded or killed, or pinned dm.m by fire, radios were YJ.1ocked out, and 

Specialist Fourth Class's were assuming co1:rrmnd, Md Serze~ts i..rere ta.king cl1arge, and it 

was just magnificent. ·1e locked hands with them. ·.le l1eld on to t~:em, and \,Tai ted for 

them that night to try to ,i;et out, scarfed up the ones that did try to :;et out, alld the 

next day swept through their area. Charlie did not '.rant to fir;ht. "· e had not expected 

enern;y- troops, Free '.lorld troops in that area. '.1e ci1anced on to i1im, and we got into 

this big ditch, and he was cornered, l'1c ~~ou;;ht reaL~.:' mag11i±'ice:'.1tly 1.Iiti1 uhat i10 had, He 

must ad.t1i t that. He had tremendous fire control, ~~i;.~e Ciiscipline. lie had 1 .. 'nbelievable 

camouflage with these little wicker rinGs tied onto his back, and :t)al.rn leaves ttuck in 

them, so that he almost blended with the ground, ;>rou couldn't see .ltim at all, if he did 

happen to get out of one of his holes. And then at night time he dra3'::ed his wounded 

and managed to i:;~t out of the area with what was left of his cor.u:iand, leavinG Dehind a 

lot of mortar rounds. He left behind many 1,roapons. ik left behinc. dead, and he left 

behing many many pools of blood and s!1allow zraves. l!e i.-ras hurt aJ1d :rnrt badly, but in 

all honesty, I will have to a.dnit 11,~ :;:~ou';~1L :'D.:;'i:'.'::C!c·L.;y .. '::.L: t:1e weapons he had, and 

the wily critter that he is. 

Q. How many of your key people did you lose besides LT Gerald? 

A. I lost Sergeant l\reidler, a squad leader, 
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acting squad leader in the fourth platoon, or 1.reapons :_::ilatoon. By tho wey, when speaking 

of the fourth platoon, I think at t~1at tb1e it had 17 men. '.le are talkine of 17 meno 

And I am extremely proud of the way the men fought and Charlie knew he was in a battle 

that day. 

Q. OK. 1fny don't you just run down your platoon leaders' names on the tape there for mej 

Who was running the platoons at that time, who was your XO, First Serge anti 

A. Well, the First Sergeant was First ~:iergeant liiller, the third platoon leader was lLT 

Dana Gerald, the second platoon leader was Sergeant First Class Salazar, the first platocm 

leader was lLT Dealy, and the fourti1 platoon leader was a Staff Sergeant Shoemaker. He 

actually assumed control of the 36 and 4() elerncnts dOim there. Ee '.ras on the radio for 

a while when the J6 platoon leader uas killed and he assumed control of them throughout 

the day, directing the ARA strikes, and evacuation of tJ.1e casualities, setting up )§]jl) 

ambushes at night, and maintaining the integrity of the co:llii1and and continuously putting 

fire on Charlie. 

Q. OIC'. Thank you very nmch, sir. 

END OF THE TAFE 
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