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G/2/5 CPT MARKHAM, SSG SHOEMAKER, ETC.

THE TIONAL ARCHIVES
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LT KAIL: Well, my first question is exactly what sort of disposition were you in when this

-

i%f!‘ﬁi“

operation on the 1lth started? C%avsqﬁﬁﬁéﬂq me where you moved out from into the AO,

~ the contact that later develow‘“

CPT MARKHAM: We were blocking in the Phu Din Hamlet in Binh Dinh Province. We were blocking
for an ARVN sweep to catch any enemy spillage out of their AO. They had a mechanized
sweep of an area. Ve were on the flanks in a static blocking position.

Q. From which direction were they sweeping, sir?

A, They were sweeping from west moving east, moving in a horeshoe direction of movement,
and we were on either leg, north and south leg of the horeshoe.

Q. When you moved down into this blocking position, sir, did you come down from Anchor or
had you been in ﬁhat areaj or down that far south for a couple of days, or just how did
you happen to wind up down there?

A. We came from Anchor. We had been in this area for some time. It was anticipated that
it would be a very easy mission. The 4th platoon went without its mortars, We went
light.

Q. What time did you move into those blocking positions, sir?

A. Ve were in the blocking positions by 0900 hours ready for the ARVN and the ARVN were
moving by{that time.

Q. Did any contact result in the ARVN's moving back through, or performing their sweep?

A. To my knowledge not a single shot was fired in anger.

Q. At what point did contact develop in the area, sir, and can you describe the big picture
of that for me?

A, Well, after sitting there in a static position and having no contact, getting no enemy
movement through our positions, I sent out local patrols to insure our security in the
local hamlets and villages. And it started with the third platoon, LT Gerald's platoon,

- he sent out Sergeant Kreidler with three other men, tg@al,of four men just for a short
local patrol in that area, south. ! MR
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Who initially made contact, sir?

It was Sergeant Kreidler who saw an individual, a local VC, and he chased the individual,
cornered him in a house. He tried to escape, he shot him and killed him. He was armed
with grenades and dressed as a wwm—gﬁ% ﬁ;xrsued further down the trail and he saw
another individual, still thinking he had just scattered local resistance, he saw another
soldier and pursued him down the trail and at that time he got involved in a heavy contact.
Was he by himself, sir?

He was still by himself with four other men; however, when he initially saw the first
local VC, shot and killed him, LT Gerald, upon hearing that fire fight, he rallied, I
believe it was about six other men, he himself and six other men and they pursued down
the trail toward the sound to see if they could reinforce, or just to find out what was
going on, And when Sergeant Kreidler then came into heavy coantach, LT Gerald was only
about 200 meters behind him. And upon hearing that, he followed to that action, and LT
Gerald and those six men, they became in heavy contact.

He had about ten men engaged in heavy contact there?

I believe so, I think it was about ten men. They were from the fourth platoon, from the
third platoon., They were lightly armed. They had only their individual weapons.

Can you give me just sort of a schematic of what happened? The way I understand it, and
what I've heard so far, the way the companies, please correct me if I am wrong, the way I
171§Xgot the picture was they got hit and pinned down and from there on they were trying
to get wounded back and not too much maneuvering so far as the third platoon is concerned,
is that pretty much the way it was?

Well, the third platoon found itself right in the enemy camouflaged and covered positions
and they were pinned down by heavy weapons, automatic weapons and semi-automatic weapons
fire and it was a question of really staying alive, not of maneuvering, And it was the
second platoon and the, another, the first platoon and a portion of the third platoon

that actually tried to maneuver, but as they maneuvered from the flanking positions, they
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ren into the main position., What LT Gerald and Sergeant Kreidler ran into was the out-

post, the security for an estimated two enemy companies and a regimental headquarters.

Qs I understand your 16 and 26 elements were lifted down from the northern blocking position,
is that right, sir?

A. That is affirmative. They were lifted down and they came in, maneuvering to the flenk of
what we thought was an enemy squad, the initial contact, but as we maneuvered to eliminate
that squad, then the other platoon that I was with, we ran into heavy contact ourselves,
Extremely well-camouflaged positions. You couldn't find him until you were right upon
him and then it was point-blank range.

Qe The way I've got the picture,when contact developed that day, he was dug in right along
the edge of this hill mass, right here, is that right, sir? Right in there?

A. Right, the main enemy positions was a trench that ran just like that and my contact
developed right here and progressed right there and right there. Delta Company was caught
out in the open edght there as they moved in to reinforce me, they got caught above
ground in these dry paddies, whereas the enemy was in a trench which varied from 10 to 15
feet deep, completely concealed and covered, and Delta Company had no idea he was in that
position and they walked right into him.

Qe Well, let's get a feel for the movement of platoons now, as far as Charlie Company was
concerned., Let me try to recap here to make sure that I have got it straight., The third
platoon sent a patrol out and made initial contact right here?

A. That is corrects

Qe OK. The way I understand it, the third platoon, fourth platoon and your CP were in a
southern blocking position, is that right?

A. This is correct,

Q. You had 16 and 26 up here?

A. That is correct.

What was your first reaction? Who did you move first and can you give me an idea of how

" CONFIDERTIAL
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you maneuvered your platoons to develop this contact by platoons?
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A. The third platoon and the fourth platoon moved down initially to reinforce this contact
here, but a portion of the third platoon attempted to come dround and get a flanking
position. When moving around, they themselves became pinned down by this position here.
Then the first platoon, I believe, was lifted in at that time, in this high ground here,
and then the second platoon was lifted in here, I moved forward to meet the second platoc
and bring them down, since they did not know the area. And the first platoon, as soon as
they landed began receiving fire and were, became embroiled in that fight and were given
OPCON, or rather Delta Company assumed OPCON of them since they could not move up and
reinforce Charlie Company. They had to stay with Delta Company.

Q. Actually the enemy, then, was pretty well surrounded there initially between Delta Company
and your three elements., In other words, you had people on all four sides of them it
would appear to me, is that?

A. Yess, we all four sides of them, just looking at the map, but the map doesn't show you
the hedgerows,

Qs Right., I understand that.

A. We did not have a field for . . »

Q. We are talking about a thousand meters too.

A. Right,

Q. Your first platoon slid over into Delta Company's area, the second platoon you brought up
to join the third platoon, is that right, sir? ,

A. That is correct.

Q¢ Third and fourth?

A. The second platoon then started moving down the trail. I was with that platoon, and they
ran into, again, the second enemy disposition which we did not know existed. We were stil.
trying to eliminate the first initial contact, and in that action lost one KIA and one or
two wounded, I don't recall.

353G SHOEMAKER . . . the balance of the third platocﬁﬁw‘ . g fdnly part of the third platoon

TR EFIATE
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in the initial contact, and then you moved forward with the balance of the third platoon.

CPT MARKHAM: Right. The third platoon didn't go down completely. They went down, third

Qe

Q.

A,

Q.

A,

platoon minus, and then, well actually T had the third platoon minus, trying to bring
them on that side,

Well, how did your plan of action, what resulted from it, sir, and what time of day are
we talking about by now?

It was about, it developed shortly before 1000 hours and it continued throughout the day
with ARA getting in the battle. A Company coming up north, Delta Company on the east,
and I was on the west, and partially on the south, and ARA became involved. 1/9 Cav had
some elements in there. But basically it was an infantry battle. They was man against
man., It was just too close, and they were too well-concealed to bring in effective
indirect fire,

Can you give me some idea now, can we put it in sort of a time frame as these platoons
maneuvered so we can consume the, eventually account for the bulk of the day? Do you see
what I mean?

Right. Well, I would say the initial contact started about 1000 hours. That's with
Sergeant Kreidler and LT Gerald, and the elements of third platoon and fourth platoon,
about ten men becoming pinned down by automatic and semi-automatic fire, and I moved down
with the remainder of 36 to pick up 26,fand they landed, oh I would say about, between,
about 11:30, maybe 1200 hours., Then we started maneuvering down to . . .

Let's back up if'we may now, sir. We started out at 10:00, we brought 26 in at l¢:30,
can you give me a feel for what was going on, 11:30, can you give me a feel for what was
going on in that hour and a half?

In that hour and a half, these people were trying to get themselves in a covered position.
They were exposed, completely exposed as they came down this trail, and there were a lot
of heroic actions by individuals crawling forward, trying to deliver superior, to gain
superiority of fires se they could get out their casualties and also eliminate the enemy.

We still had no idea what he was and this small group of men here was actually toying to
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eliminate a superior force.

You were developing contact then pretty QQN'E (e :'atf.bﬂu‘ and a half?

Right,

0K, fine, Now we are at 11:30 and the second platoon is coming in, can we go on, keeping
it in a time fraﬁé?

I married up with Sergeant Salazar, Sergeant First Class Salazar, and we started coming
down, we were going to maneuver around to the rear of the contact. And as we moved down,
and moved from east to west, going behind him, we ran into the, a portion of the enemy's
main position in this trench, a very deep trench. It was actually just a head-on contact.
We were going down the trench, he was in the trench, the first man got cut down, the two
men behind him were wounded. And it took a lot of heroics on the part of the leaders
there and the medics to even extract these men. They used their own weapons and grenades
and managed to get all three of the men out. Then upon being, it was obvious that we
could not continue down that trail, that is actually a trench with hedgerows on either
sides, We could not relieve the pinned down third platoon by going that way, so I pulled
back and then started going north to maneuver to their flank with a shorter turn, without
going out so far, and + « «

What time do you estimate you started that move, sir?

Oh, it was about 1300,

About 1300,

About 1300 we started going down in that direction, and again we came against, oh perhaps
a platoon minus in that area ‘qdug in on the other side of the hedgerow. They cut
down the first two meh of the second platoon, and we were stopped in that position. So
finally the third platoon, after being, we were stopped going west, we were stopped going
north, they meneuvered east, They maneuvered east., We got out of this trench line, this
hedgerow complex here. And it was actually a cross compartment of hedgerows.

Right.



B2 600 CED A 7711 NATIONAL ARGHIVES
L4t r;'_-v,v‘ o y Y kY

A.

Q.
A.
Q.
Ae
Q.
A.

Q.

A.

TAFF

Qe

A,

DECLASSIFIED
authority NNO YLFEHS &

- ByAxaravue 1W/2)J02.

- . - PR 'z
. ' ‘ -

You would have to go, you would expose yourself from one hedgerow to another, not
knowing as you came to the next hedgerow who was there. So they maneuvered east,
correction, they maneuvered west. This is 36 now, the remainder of 36 maneuvered west
and finally was able to reinforce what was left of 36 by just about coming in the initial
direction that they came in to develop the initial contact. That was the only way we
were able to get to them,

OK. Now this is who moving west?

That is, that was Sergeant Shelley moving . .

Which platoon, sir?

e « o the third platoon.

OK. They moved back west and you were with 267

Right, I was with 26 and we were developing this contact here and there,

0OK. Now, they moved back west and got consolidated with the rest of the third platoon,
is that right, sir?

Yes, now at this point it might be better for Sergeant Shoemaker to tell what happened
down in that area.

SERGEANT JIMMIE D, SHOEMAKER: At the time my platoon is back with the, in our FOB with
the company minus, the Company Commender had moved out with the balance of the third
platoon to try to reinforce the element that was pinned down., After being pinned down on
his side, which, on the side that he was with, I volunteered to the First Sergeant the
possible chance of moving around on the north, moving up through the rice paddy, moving
east actually on the north side of the contact and with about three or four people to
prevent anybody from, or Charlie from moving across the rice paddy. This was my initial
mission, just go out and block in the rice paddy to prevent anybody from running away.
What point in the action are you describing now?

This is about 11, around 11:00.

" ONFIDE. !
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This was before the first and the second platoon had come in,

OK. Go ahead.

So as we moved up through the rice paddy we picked up a good position to the north of the
contact, to the north of the 36 element that was pinned down, and waiting for any over-
flow to come by. And I received a mission from the company commander to, or suggested to
him that I was on the north side and I felt that I could get into them, so he told me to
go ahead., And with the five people that I had, the balance of my platoon was still back
in the FOB, with the exception of the five that was with me. So we started maneuvering
south toward them.

You are the fourth platoon, is that right?

Right. We started moving south toward the element that was pinned down. At the time we
were only about 200 meters from theme. So we started toward them there very slowly, not
knowing exactly where the enemy was at, but trying to use the RTO that was pinned down
and we was still able to communicate with as a guide to, for me to bring »y people in on,
so he kept in to where I could just about determine where he was at. I could not see
anybody at this point because they were all laying down. I didn't know how many were
killed or anything, A1l I knew is I could talk to him. So I tried to determine exactly
where the enemy was at, so that I could more or less protect my people as we moved in,
insure that I could get something between us. And so I lit a hutch. I, at the time, did
not have any smoke or anything because we were, too, traveling light under the initial,
with the initial idea that there was only a couple of two or three XX machine guns that
had our people pinned down. So we were traveling merely with bandoleers and our indivi-
dual weapons., So as we got in, as I said, there was no smoke, I had no smoke with me, so
I 1it this hutch to try to get the RTO that I was talking to, to observe the smoke from
the hutch and give me a general direction as to what direction he was from the hutch and
what direction the enemy was from the burning WUWW}% worked out pretty well, He
gave me some idea as to about where the enemy‘;as at. So then I started moving my people
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along, scattered out and one at a time, trying to zet in behind them, keeping the hutch

-

between us, And finally we were able to get in within about 10 or 15 meters of the
people that was pinned down. But after reaching this point we couldn't lemve either
because we were then pinned down, I tried to move forward behind the tree with a
suggestion from the RTO requesting that I lay down a base of fire so that they could
possibly run back to us, since they were sitting there behind the hutch and could not
move, Charlie was on all three sides of the hutch, Apd so I moved with my RIO, as
concealed as possible, and had another one of my aﬁ€;%;¥id“§§flemen to come forward and
lay down behind the trunk of a tree to try to keep Charlie's head down{so that these
people could withdraw, bﬁt he got off one blast and Charlie got him. After he was hit,
then we, I slid over, crawled over the ground, and got him by his heels and started
pulling him backe At this time one of my squad leaders that was with me, crawled over
and tried to help me. So we managed to scoot him back, pulled him a little bit at a
time, we got him back and, in a safe area back to the rear, keeping the hutch between the
point of contact and us, and had the man medivacked. So again, failing once, I decided
to try one more time because it, to me it sounded like a logical idea is to keep him

pinned down so that these people could withdraw, that is the ones that were still alive.

P

So I moved up and I called another one of my automatic riflemen forward that was with me

and o . .
Q. Who was he,Sergeant? Use names as much as you possibly can,.
A, OK. The first one was Specialist Fourth Class Walters, He was hit and then we finally
got him medivacked, Then I called Specialist Fourth Class Lacavia forward with his rifle,
and the three of us, along with my RTO, SP4 Cuzman, were going to try to lay down a base
of fire to keep Charlie pinned down so that they could run backe And just as we got into
position to do this, evidently Charlie had out guessed us, and he shot my other man,
Specialist Lacavia, So then we went through the same procedure of dragging him back to
get him medivacked., We got him back and got him medivacked, and at the time I was rather

9
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dissapointed and disgusted too, so I decided not to try any more. And so I talked to

the RTO and had him just lay where he was at and inform the other people that we would
wait until the hours of darkness, since the time had run from about 11:00, possibly a
little later than that, until now it is somewhere around 4, or 4:30, or 5:00 in the
evening, And we finally got a hold of, well the Charger Red team,which is our Ar team,
ARA team were hovering overhead, 80 after my first man had gotten shot, no, after the
second man had gotten shot, we decided to try to zet ARA in to see if they could dislodge
the enemy. So I got ahold of Charger Red and brought him in. I had managed to get some
smoke from one of the medivacs, so I popped smoke and gave him the direction that the
enemy was at. He came in and made his first pass and was a little over, and to our
advantage the enemy fired at him, so this gave him even a better idea &s to where he was
ate So he came in and unloaded every rocket he had on the team, and he and his, the
other ARA ship too. 4And it seemed to do no good. o they went back and they recharged
and they came backe. And we directed them in again. I gave them the same position. They
could see us very good from where we were at, and they knew basically where the enemy
was ate. S0 they came in again and unloaded their ordinance and it still did not do any
good due to the position that Charlie was in, the way that he had his foxholes built at
an angle, they could not get in to him. And at the same time he had to be very careful
because he was firing within about 30 meters of myself and the couple of people that I
had left, and the people from 36 that were still alive.

What time did the two ARA runs come in approximately?

One of them, I believe, would be around 1400 . . .

Right.

« o o around 1400, and then the other one was but a matter of 20 to 30 minutes later.
How many ships did you have firing for you at one time?

I had two ships at one time and then the same two ships went back and reloaded and came
back and delivered their arsenal again, working two ships,

! L) .!3
The enemy was south of you all this time? mNFlnm . ‘}"\
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A. The enemy was east of me by this time because I had moved around behind the element that
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was pinned down. I moved with my five people from north to south and got behind them.
The enemy was to their east,
Q. OK. Why don't we turn that off a minute and draw us a wulck diagram here.
U SPKR: Here is one here,

Q. 0K, fine, OK., You were initially set up where, Sergeant?

A. (UNINTELLIGBIE) . . . forward operational base, forward operational base, We were here
in this blocking position, and, I believe Captain Markham gave 36 the mission of moving
down here, right?

SPT MARKHAM: T told LT Gerald to come dowh on a local patrolling to secure, to insure his
security.
385G SHOEMAKER: Right.

Q. OK. Which way did he come, sir? Why don't we draw it in with this pencil, . »

JPT MARKHAM: He started coming down like this exactly, and he saw a VC, a VC moved into that
house, he cornered him and killed him., He was armed with grenades, he was a local VC,

35G SHOEMAKER: I was setting here, waiting for him and when I walked in, when he walked up
along with a Spec 4, he, they got them both, Neither one of them ever knew what happened.

Q. Sergeant Kreidler and this Specialist who were the first ones to get it?

J SPKR: . . . Garza. Garza.
Q. Garza? Specialist Garza.
38G" SHOEMAKER : Speciaiist Garza. They were up here and Charlie was just waiting for them in
the bushes with automatic weapons and when they walked around there, he shot them at
point-blank and they never knew what happened., LT Gerald and the balance of the people
that were here, which he had about five or six people with him. They heard the action
here after they had killed the individual here, they were still looking « . «
Qs Uh huh.

A. . . o for the individual that was, the VC ?¥B&§¢¥Q;Lso they heard the action here

)
£

E and moved forward to see what it was, to try to determine what was going on. And when
11
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they got up here, LT Gerald from the left of the position that they were laying in,

evidently moved forward, not knowing that the enemy was in here to see what had happened

to Sergeant Kreidler and Specialist Fourth Class Garza. And all of a sudden AK47's B

opened up on thems LT Gerald was hit;at the same time; he was not killed., Specialist . .
] SPKR: Marshal,

A. . . . Marshal was the RTO, member of the fourth platoon, but had volunteered to carry the
radio for LT Gerald's element was hit, killed instantly, and two other people, three other
people, in a matter of a couple of seconds were hit fatally. And they were all, from the
looks of the area, were moving in to try to relieve the pressure on Sergeant Kreidler and
Specialist Garza, not knowing that they were dead, I assume. So they moved in to try to
get them, and they were all pinned down, the two company medics that were with them
nanaged to maneuver behind this house, and just dove benind the hutch and was sitting with
their back up against the hutch, and the enemy could not get them because they were on
the north side of the hutch, but every time they would stick their head out he would
shoot at thems So at this time the company cowmmander called, I believe, the artillery FO
here and wanted him to move forward to try to get in some artillery support. And he
moved forwerd with his RTO and (K:"';L ) and one other man . . o .

Qe OK. let me just backtrack here for just a second. Who were the two medics back here?

CPT MARKHAM:  Ribal and Farmer,
Qs Ribal and Farmer?
U 8PKR: Ribal and Farmer.

Qs OK, fine,

SSG SHOEMAKER: And when the squad leaders were, Staff Sergeant . . .
CPT MARKHAM: Kreidler and Morrison,
SSG SHCEMAKER: Morrison?

CPT MARKHAM: Morrison.

2 OO

SSG SHOEMAKER: Sergeant Morrison, he was one of the few who didnL;.gif killed too. He managed
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maneuver behind this hutch before the enemy got around to shooting him, along with the

two medics. And a Specialist Fourth Class Morocco got, managed to get behind this hutch,
so there was a total of four of them, initially, behind the hutch., And then the artillery
people moved up along, to try to get in some arbillery support.,

0K, Well, let me just ask you one more question now, as long as we are developing the

progression of the platoons. Did the artillery support come before you made your move up

in here to try and relieve them?

U SPKR: (UNINTELLIGBIE - possibly the answergwas NO)

Q.

A1l right, fine, Full name please ., . .

1LT MIIES GAFFNEY: I heard that 36, a patrol from 36 was pinned down, and that has been

Q.

A

covered pretty thoroughly by CPT Markham and Sergeant Shoemeker. I did more or less the
exact same thing LT Gerald did. When I got to this first hutch here on the road, on the
trail, we could hear ARA coming in, So I and these other three men in this hutch, he

made his first pass and we got out. I could see . . »

Do you know who called that ARA in?

I didn't know at the time who was calling it in., 411 I know is that it sounded pretty
close and we wanted some protection for¥ourselves., I looked out and there was this little
open area between the hutch on the trail and where the lead element of the third platoon
was pinned do@n. Charlie was in these positions indicated on the map. I didn't recognize
I recognized they were American men, I didn't recognize their faces or know who they
were, I could only see two alive. I could only see two people. That was ( cbcfigr )
Bell and Sergeant Morrison. I, I couldn't see the dead that were around LT Gerald and
Specialist Marshal., I couldn't see Sergeant Kreidler. My RTO and myself ran from this
hutch on the trail to where they were to try and give these men support. ‘e knew they,
we did, however, know that this was the third platoon patrol, and this was the initial
contact that brought the whole fight on. So I knew if I could bring some artillery in
over here, anywhere over here, or anywhere, because Fof et, CPT Markham, was

ﬂ*i‘“‘“'

maneuvering here, and this was the lead element crﬂ&% g that local search and destroy.
13
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You knew your Company Cormmander was southeast of you and knew the place that you
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Right.

Right?

I knew it was clear. 26 was not committed at the time?

SPT MARKHAM: No, it was not,

LT GAFFNEY: It was not cormitted. If they were committed I would, I felt coordination, or

Qe
A.

Qe

A,

Q.

even cut it off, the artillery, but we had nobody cormitted, 26 or 16. HNeither one of
those platoons from the north were committed. It was just, we had two platoons out there,
As we ran across this open area, Charlie opened up and hit my RTO, and he was hit about
10, twelve feet, correction, meters, from this hutch right here,

Center hutch?

Center hutch, right.

Why don't we number these hutches and I think it will be a little easier to talk about
them, Number 1, 2, 3 ¢« ¢« « &

0K, I turned around, I saw he was hit, I said go over, take off your radio, and his name
was, my RTO's name was Private Jessie Glover, I sald take off your radio, and just make a
dive, Well, he was alive, he did it, the radio was about ten feet away where he left, ten
neters away where he left it, and I had no radio, no artillery radio, The only radic we
had there was the radio that belonged to LT Gerald, That radio was operated by Specialist
Pageant, who coardinated with Sergeant Shoemaker and Captain lMarkham., The net was tied
up., It would have been impossible to use that radio for artillery.

That radio was on the company net then, is that right?

A. Company net, yes, the Charlie Company net,
Qe Your radio on the artillery push was the one that was hit?
A. Right. So I remained there at number 1 hutch.
SSG SHOEMAKER: Number three hutch. TR |
R

Number three hutch, the one in the center.

1/
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Number three hutch, I am sorry, number three hutch, untlL. e, cover of darkness. I

heard the RTO say we can't get to them. Sergeant Shoemak w@é%:%uﬂ'men trying to get to
us. They were only, then we heard later on that vnder the cover off darkness, they were
going to try and get to us, and that's what happened.

From your point of view, the fight ended right there for you, your maneuvering ended
right there until after dark when you could « « « ?

Negative, My maneuvering ended as soon as my RTO got hit., I stayed there with him for,
I would say eight hours.

Right here at hutch number three?

Hutch number three, I stayed there, I couldn't go any further,

You never were able then to call in any « « « ?

I, myself, didn't call in any ARA, I found out later it was Sergeant Shoemeker vho was
doing it, and we got 26 committed, and well, we tried . . + &

Right,.

'PT MARKHAM: I think it's interesting looking at this map, you can see perfectly what happened.,

Qe

A.

16 was committed right here. Again, ve are all orienting on this contact. They were
committed up there, and immediately started receiving éniper fire, and became embroiled
with the main forces here, Then 26 was committed up in this area, and they were commitded
this far because these were the only good LZ's, So I moved up just about right here, I
moved right « « o &

Right here, sir?.

Right. I moved up to that position to meet 26 and to bring them in because he didn't

know where the contact was, or where he should move. I met hin fight here, 26, so instead
of going directly toward the enemy, I directed that he move east and we would get a good
blocking position, maybe even completely around to his rear. And instead of moving up on
the high ground, we moved in the low ground in this trench, a covered trench, w:ich at the

time seemed to be a very good way to move; however, we proceeded up there about a hundred
meters, and the enemy opened up with extremely eif & fug,hpognp—blank fire. And that's
' ik b
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when ve were stymied in that area., We knew we couldn't move WNF reection on the
high groundXIEXEERvith him in a covered position getting flanking f;;;eon us. 3So then
I started going down this direction with 26. ‘e were moving down this direction, walking
in this trench and that time the enemy opened ur from that position and cut down the
first two men., So we moved them back up here and evacuated them. ‘Je still knew we had
to get down there. We kept going down this way, this time crawling., Ve got to this
position, the enemy fired upon us, We drew back, we went dowm there again., This time
they threw grenades, Miraculously no one was injured. We drew back again. And eéch
time, this is crawling forward on your hands and knees, not knowing if the enemy is te-
hind this hedgerow, that one, or which one. Just little by little, hoping that you are
able to relieve the pressure down there., The last time I crawled down that trench, the
enemy opened up and got PFC Bennet.

Who was he, sir?

He was, he was a rifleman in the, in the third platoon. And he volunteered to go down
there with ne. 1 said come on, I need sore help, and he volunteered., He moved right up,
without any question, he moved right up. And as he and I were cravling down this thench
here, on our hands and knees so we couldn't be seen above the level of the ground, I
heard a shot and thought that my pistol had gone off because it was right in my face,

And he cried out, and he had been shot from, at the most ten feet, One shot, and he was
mortally wounded. And it is interesting, the enemy had tremendous fire discinline, He
didn't open up wildly with a burst of sixty, he fired one shot, and then he moved out
because I immediately hugged the ground and threw grenades from where the fire came, but
he didn't fire back. He was in this trench and in these bunkers. These bunkers actually
went under these hedgerows. He could jump in this bunker and come out there on the other
side of the hedgerow, And it was only with the bravery of the men with me we were able té
get PFC Bennet back and evacuate him immediately, but he was nortally wounded, and unfor-
tunately he didn't live. So after being stopped this way, we couldn't nove across the
open terrain right against the enemy. oervoaqt E@rﬁxrxl‘?f Shelley crawled on nis hands
16 ‘am
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and knees, and he and a Specialist Fourth Class Flannigan moved over this way and led the
remainder of 36 back toward the west, and came back, and he helped them in that areca. And
we ought to get, really Beale in here, and ought to get Flannigan in here to give their
versions of what happened down there.

OK. This is 36 now?

Right.,

86 minus?

Right, 36 minus.

OK. (You remained up here with 267)

Right, I remained up here in the center, I had 16, 26 and it was apparent the eneny was
all around, so I thought I could best control everything bty remaining right here.

You were here, CO was here. 16 didn't move up the trench with you?

Yes, they did., And so now 26 is, they left some people up here to prevent the enemy from
coming in behind us.

Blocking there?

Blocking there. And also Sergeant Michener was down there. IHe had his squad down there.
And we were pinning them down, firing across there, pinning them down, and hoping to
relieve a little pressure off that . . + «

You pretty rmch occupied this portion of the trench there, with vour second platoon sort
of spread out to the front, is that right, sir?

Right. )

0K, fine.

T would like to say that it was tremendous the way the men would maneuver and run up
against an enemy force, well-concealed, take casualties, they would pull back and evacuate
their men, and then start in another direction,

What LZ were you using for evacuation, sir? This one that 26 came in on?

It wvas 26, right here., And also in the rice paddy. e were fortunate. \le were able to

get our wounded out without receiving heavy fire un?ortunqtelj Delta Company received a

K 17 EUN Iﬁml TR
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considerable amount of fire as their medivacs came in. e were guite fortuvnate in that
respect,

Q. What time did Bemnet get hit, sir? Uhat time did he pget hit?

A. About 1530, About 1530, This was, this was the final attempt. ile had to get dowm there
and get these men who were pinned down by fire out., And PFC Bennet got it about 1530,

Qe OK. Now what, were your instructions that the 36 ninus element went over here and what
was your thinking, sir?

A. T think it wgs Sergeant Shelley, I believe sugrested, he said, "sir, goddaxnit, we cun't
get through this way, we can't get that way, that way, why don't we crawl down, let me
teke some men, I'll crawl down that way." And this was the only way vou could naneuver,
The enemy's positions were just fantastic. It was by crawling on your hands and knees.
So me and Specialist Flannigan, who is the mortar FO and who pushes the rear of the
platoon, with the platoon leader up front, nhe's in the rear, they took vhat was left of

36 and maneuvered down there and rere able to join up and rendered great assistonce. . .

Qe To the pinned down element?
A. Right.
Q. OK. VWhy don't you fellows come on over here and tell us what happened. This is about
1530 this move starts, is that right, sir?
P4 TRAIN
A. This is Specialist Fourth Class ( °? Train)., When we maneuvered down the trench the
first time, and vere unable to knock out this one position that 26 maneuver element was
trying to knock out,
Q.- This is down here where Bennet is?
A+ Right. This is, this is the guy that got Bennet. OK. Uhere these little trenches come
down that trench, and as Captain Markham said, we got a grenade and heavy fire down that
trench, so we came back, and Sergeant First Class Shelley knew that the only way we could

move was to the west., And our plan was to come out this way to, the trench was about 150

to 200 meters to our west., And we low-crawled with Sergeant First Class Shelley and

Y

e
1 TR . L K
myself, and four other men, and maneuvered dowm %%’&E‘%mﬁe Wvbron it She hopes of

- maneuvering on this man that had us pinned down., 1¢
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Right here? .

Right. So we could take him out and then contmtguNEMhdwti to help ovt our ninned
down first element, Once reaching this ditch we continued north ancé then . «

Is there a ditch running up through here that's not (indica£ed)?

let me see. Yes, right about in here. OK. Over here is a big field, This trench goes
something like this, and it went this way. OK. “e got in the trench which was running
north south, we continued to the farthest point north, jumped out of the trench and run
into kind of a heavy covered area.

Paln trees?

Palm trees and burned hutches which ARA had burned down.

Vegitated right in here then?

Right. And we got into the open area, I coordinated with Staff Sergeent Shoenaker, and
I had him pop smoke to try and find exactly here he wvas because we were in a brand nev
area and we had no idea where anybody was, and he popped X¥H¥E his smoke and we couldn't
recognize it. So we maneuvered a little farther to tne, we went east, we went northeast
to another little trench which was right about in here.

This is also running north and south?

Mostly. Mostly running north and south, e got in this trench and set and was thinking
what our next plan was going to be. Then I noticed, you popped a purple smoke wasn't it
Sergeant? He popped a purple smoke and I noticed his location.

From vhere? '

This was northeast of us, which was up in here in that one hutch. e had his location
pinpointed, so we continued to move down this one trench. We gzot into this one trench
and we had, it was Specialist Fourth Class Sidbury and Specialist Fourth Class lelindez,
They were the first two men up on point. And Specialist Fourth Class Sidbury perfectly
saw this one VC with the machine gun. And whet their plans rere was Lo zget dowm, he wvas
in this darned trench, let me see vhich trench it was, yes, it was this trench right here,

P e A

o « o« ¥C right here? st
g Q&ﬁéﬂ%ﬂ Bk s
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Right. OK. Now they were in a horeshoe, There was one machine sun here, one here, and
one here, The one that we ran against was the westermmost part, was the westernmost
machine gun, so Speciaalist Fourth Class HMelindez jri.ed down in the trench, and vpon hinm
jumping down in that trench, apparently he saw him, and he cut loose with his avtomatic
weapon, end he had us located then. So e mancuvered back and ot ourselves some cover,
we lodzed some grenades and threw some small arms rounds. <t didn¥t knock him out, s0

we gathered back up and re moved to a secure area and we phoned to Captain Markham to
tell him our situation, unable to maneuver on this man, and we sugested that we neneuver
around, get back on this trail, and see if we can hook up with the rest of the 46 clement
and'give them some support. So we gathered up and maneuvered around through this big
open area, crawling and maneuvering, one man at a tiie, and we reached this one house

which is about a hundred and fifty meters to Sergeant Shoemaker's group, to the west of

»)

them.

Back in here somewhere?

Right., (UNINTELLIGBIE MULTIPIE CONVERSATION) . . . Yes, right sbout fhere,

This hutch right here?

Hh huh., We came up there . o »

Let's draw an arrow now from where you were. Go ahead and do it with the nencil,

OK. e started out right here. This uas a pretty close area, e went down like this,
came up in here, and started to move this way into the trench, and this is where we got
pinned down righ% here, OK. Then we gathered bacl up, went back to some cover, and
circled all the way back around this way, and got up into this main trail and into this
hutch, which is the last bit of cover before we zot to the 46 element,

Right.

So we got up to this hutch. T coordinated with Sergeant Shoemaler and he threw a smoke

l_.l

to vhere this one machine gun position was pimning them down. ‘le located their position
and we had Specialist Fourth Class Nokes throw about five or six M-79 rounds into ite

! . . e .
And we didn t receive any returning fire. qﬁhﬁeﬂ: Imew ve didn't lnock hin out, so we
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coordinated back and Torth, and we decided that we were zoing to zo and hook up with tne
46 elerent, So we took our group and, one at o time with all e had, ren across this
open area, and hooked up with the 46, And the rcst cf our 36 element was back here in
this one position where we left them. Then we had a hand ™01l of about 11 or 12 nmen, and
we immediately, couldn't keep this area covered with our wounded and our dead, and the
machine gun positions, so we phoned oac's wnd said thab e will come baclt dovm thie trench
again, and guide up the rest of our 36 element. And that's what we did, e coordinated
with them and Sergeant Shelley and mvself, and the rest of the group that we started with
mareuvered back the ssme route, and they maneuvered down the same way we did, on their
hands and knees, crawling in this trench, and we hooked up with them, and brought them
back in to the 46 element, and gathered here for the night.

Qs Yhat time was this now?

J SPKR: About 7 -~ 8:00,

A. Yes, ebout 8:00.

Q. All right, we've got the third and fourth platoons consolidated risht here blockine for
the night?

A. Right.

LLT MILIS GATFNEY: It was about that time too, vihen this Flamnizan and 46 hooked un, This was
the time, at that time, we were sble to get out of hutch number. . »

J SPKR: three,

4, three. Medivac whs brought in, we had two wounded +there, and medivac vas brongnt in.
Things were, well, under control at the time and every . . .

Qs o « o pretty well gathered up?

A. ‘le settled down for the night there, we got our wounded out of that,

Qe Al right sir, now we have everybody squared auvay, zot everybody gathered up now except

for 26, ‘e know 16 slipped over into Delta Company's area and became OPCON to them,

Could we backtrack now? Ue left 26 in this trench, can we Collow them? .liere 4id they

finally wind up?

- 2 BOREIDEL L
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T MARKHAM: Well, that was about 1530 when they were mexing the third and final attempt to

R

move down this trench, and then took casualties, and it became giite obvious it wasn't

profitable to continue meneuvering in that srea, and also became obvious that the enemy

| anad

force that was holding down 36 here on the main trail was just, only a nortion of the
main enemy forces, and that we had them 2ll around =s. So I decided to leave 206 here,
corznit the rest of 36 to relieve 36 and 46, and let 26 see iT they could handle what they
had run into. o they set up themselves in this trench, continued to deliver Iire against
the enemy here, Sergeant Michener set ﬁé a positien right here in ambush. It vas setting
dark. And we hoped, knowing that at night tine, Charlie, oncc he has besen found alnost
always tried to leave the areca. So Sergeesnt !'ichener set un an ambush right in that
position. I took Sergeant Selazar, who is a platoon sergeant of the second nlatoon, and
he and I went up to the cross trails, right there, and he szt up several amushes in thet
position. I took Sergeant Salazar, who is a platoon sergeant of the second platoon, and
he and I went up to the cross trails, rignt there, and he set up several ambushes in that
position. !l set up one there and he had positions all around that o .

Qe Sort of set up kind of a perimeter right there?

A. ixactly. e had a perimeter right there.

Q. Sergeant who?

4. Sergeant Salazar and the second platoon and myself. Now Colonel Casey, the Brigade
Cormander, set down there about 1900, just as it was petting Jark, and carme in to check
on the situation, asked if we needed anythinz, supplies, end his sresence helped us a lot,
We were ready to catch anybody that tried to move out, hut apporently, vhere the wein
enemy moved out initially to the, this is up into the high ground to the south, Instead
of moving toward us, they moved away from us. and, however, Sergecnt riichener dowm there
did have some success. He put nis claymores and trip-flores in, and a trin-flere went
£f dvring the night, and he opened up, and the next nmorning we found a nack, and there
was blood, and T think we got somebody. lMeybe he would like %o describe that.

STAFF SERGEANT JAMES E. FICIENER: I would like to cotﬁa ﬂﬁstplgb #here we Tirst came into toe

22
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contact, sterting around 11:30, 4s the conpany cowandar cxplained, 25 was over hore,
we moved up to this crossing, Oncc we zot vy to this crossing, we was under the imores—
sion that this was the only position thet e weolly had to vorey obout, and our ission
vas to flank here, as the company comaander scid, end btry to supvort these eo-le that
was pinned down nere. iy squad was tie soint spuad oU that terticudsr tire. When ve
care up to this cppssing, this trench was reel dense and we tuousht that we wouldn't be
able to crawl into it initislly, so . « .

Qe A lot of vegitation in the +trench?

A. A lo¥X of vegikation in the trench, vhere the "X" is there, as you were, et the enirance
right there at the crossing. So my s;ued ceme along about 25 meters on this side of the
trench and we jumped into the trench, of course siving us a iittle more security, I meen
we thouzht we was safer then because they didn't rake no atten >t to fire at vs Trom this
position that was opezn; hovever, 356 did have a snall element that was firing on these
people, So my point man, Specilalist Grazier, we moved up about 75 meters uwp this Lrench,
and the vegitation again got very very thick and we had to stop momentarily. At this
time a machete was passed mp so that the point wman could stert cvi.ing lLis wey in this
trenche I guess he cut his way about 10 feet and then this wes wvhen this all broke loose,
this automatic weapon, 4nd it hit him, and the two men that was behind him; however, it
was a slight crook in the citch that more or less concesled those two men from that

weapon. <he rounds was going over this, but fthey actuvelly ccv.In't -et in to us on

\

account of this little bend, but it did hil Grazier, lle never imew vhet hapnpened.
soon as he was, Grazier wes hit, Scecialist Zteorns threw o crerade, snd I sav the sren-
ade go up in the air, and I thouzht maybe it izt have been one of Cheorlie's ~srenades,

but it happerned so, he told me that he threw tnis ;renade, and once he threw this

grenade, the li-79 nan storted firins on this wosition. ‘e had no nore contoet Trom this
position. ‘Je don't !mow vhetier we iilled this mon or vhat. Sfter this wvas over, the

"doc" came up and started . o .

e Mo was the doc? Eﬁhﬂbﬁ;wmti
23
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Le Specialist Hickman, lie came up and started freatin~ the two trotnded, seeing that

Specialist Grazier was already dead, ‘le evacuatedf ’bé.ckg and then nyself and Sergeant

\m %3 ‘..nl L] u-&.

Salazar was trying to move on up to get Grazier. Sergeant Salazar actually wmoved up to

vhere Specialist Grazier was. I wvas setting cbout 25 reters behvind hin with my weapon

just in case this man opened up again, I could immediately owmen Pire on him, ana bebier

[

Sergeant Salazar's chance, OK. Cnece we ot hin 2ack, as the conpany comander sald, we

all pulled back at tihils crossing here and cet vo our secrrity around. And then e
decided we would move up this trail, also agaln i was my souad theld was coing vy here,
36 had a small amount of men up here. I mess they iust rcore or less left then here just

to keep Tire on these peonle wiiile this othor, vo loxser body of 36 noved around,

¢s That's rizht.

. r

4. OK. The plan res we would go wn here, reinforce then and set un on anbush and bty Lo

catch these neople that was ceming out of this position. 2o onee e ot up there I

coordinated with this, Sergeant, I can't even tnink of his nane.
PT 1/ARKHAM: Hoagland,
iGT MICHNER: Bo sir. The colored, the colored one, short onc.
PT MARKHAM: Ohl lMeincastle,

) MICHIER:  Serges bt £Kc] . d e vobh LoZether on Mow ue ere Toins 1o sel un o
GT MICHINER: Secrgesnt lleincastle. And soh sojethe yioue ere nz to set up our

ambushe 30 we set the embush up at this crossins Tere vhere i anvhody cone, with the

claymores and things we could casily wet theun. We had trin-flores lheve it would e

piecs We slso, ny sgnad, we ladl up on this Lonk viere ve could oboerve this position,

0

and we continued firing on this position vntil it was dark, vatil occtuadly e couldn't

sec hat e ras shooting atef An abovt, I vovld ey woujlily, 2400 that »i-ht is when

)

. Bl

they hit this trip flare, aid immediately the wen in thdis cosition opened Tire, end he

"D4 Ditd" back the other way. And, as we seid, the pack was tliere next morning, and e
saw the blood stains, as to whether e actuallvy killed hvim, e don't know. And that was
about all that took place that night,. cﬁ,, g e

IR iy v e .L
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0K. One thing sir, You initielly moved out rith the 35 element. They sonehov ~ot left
up here, I have discovered now, when jou ere doum here with 2%, llere vou using them as
the point when you first moved up there? Is that how jyou happened to be up there?

No, I left, I came at 36 to this position, then vhen 26 landed, I moved on up here. . .
That's right,

« « o tO meet 26,

You moved up there,

SPKR: Sergeant Shelley took over,

A.

Qe

%3 eht, 5ergeant Shelley was down there, A4lso, Sergeant Shoemalker, he oHut his own ambush
down here and he was, he had a very successful ambush. e wanted to get our licks in.
These people, we had been hurt, and we wanted to hurt them even worse, really get some
Charlie ass. And he set up an ambush down there that night, and the next morning we
policed up a body and three weapons, two SKS's and one RPD machine gun, And also one
Charlie right there, The next morning the men, despite the heavy contact that day, we
vere given an order to sweep the area, and we did, we swept it completely, and finally
discovered the real significance of this trench in here, finding mortar rounds, &2mm
mortar rounds, we found huge magazines of machine gun, 30 caliber mechine gun ammmnition,
They had quite a few heavy weapons in here, They left a lot of pcrsonal clothing and
equipment, We found two shallow graves., One ol them had a body in it. Ve found four
other, three other bodies, one down in this 9osition and two over, three over here,

Do you think that the ARA sot these down in here?

I honestly don't know,

They could have been drug back.

I don't believe ARA got theme. Perhaps one of them, because of the nature of their wounds.
They weren't torn up. They had, it looked like to me small arms wounds in them, ut I
know we got them, somebody US got them,

The one point that looks kind of obvious to me here, and correct me if I am wrong, because

-

T am going to consider myself drawing on itXTEXEXME as I write this bthing up. 70 locled
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Lixe te me shat nobody rcally had o chance to brin< very rmc owtger the enerw or
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vourself, had rwmch of a chance to bring morc than one or two men's fire pouer to bear,

In other vords, it looked like they rere coming torethor head-on from what I see.

A. It was a (meeting) cn sement, they didn't expect us and we certainly didn't expect the
sizeable enemy force we ran into. ‘e became embroiled at extremely close range, and it
wes a case of attacking a dug-in enemy, a cdefensive prepared position, well-camouflapged
and well-concealed. And the only way to get him ovt was to root him out because vou could
not identify your targets sufficiently to call in artillery. You covldn't see him until
you actually rooted him out,

2. Your blocking nosition then was wvhere? The iwrnings nissicn then was to the south of
the whole contact later on then, is that rigut?

SPKR: That's right sir,.

2e OK. Mow I would like to do, if, and don't be hashful agboult this if it vas vou wersonally,

L bl

or anybody ‘that, I want rou oo tell me anythines that ou san

G
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vou did, any interestins contacts that wou zersonalily had wrivh the enemrr, o are vou
please?

=60 machine

O

SPECTALIST FOURTH CLASS LOMVIE M. HEAIE. T am in the third »nlatoen. I an the

gunner. I was in the lead element of 35 vhen it rent to relie

é

nart of the 36 that wes

pinned dowm. I vas following Poccacelli. T wns behind focecacelli and tuo other point

1

men, Svecialist Fourth Class, correct that, Foccacelli, that is Sergeant Shelley, tha?l

3 N 3 b L] w I,
is a nicknane e pgive hine I was behind Ser-ecnt Zheller, Fonrth

lass Sidbvry, and F

c
Tatson. Shall I use this nap?

Je Tes, zo ahead. Give me some idea of viitt time in the action now £1is thing being deseri-
bed is.

A. Well, vhen we first went in, sir, wasn't that czbout 11:C07

U SPER: The fire fight down there started sbout 10:30 Py s i

SP, EEAIE: When did we get to this point? About 11:0 UM “"“‘“““
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SPKR: About 10:30, About 10:30,

oT

MARKIIAM:  About 10:30 or 11. 0@

P/, TEAIE: OK. ‘e reached this noint chout 10:3C, e r"ne“VC“ﬂc ﬁ%*»un“ around in to herc,

and e went dowm these hed-erows, and e ceie inte Shis area ri-shb Liler, wnd lergeant

Shelley stopped vs, and he seen some individiolis over here., ¢ Tired, ohout, I would

estinate vhree or Tour rounds, at him here., Jictier he hit nie or rot, I dont't mow al

this tine, but there is a little fin-er trench tiot oes »* -hi dnte heres So m cne outb
of this hadgerow uxd wenb into this finsoer itwoonch, ond SHic “inger tiench evidently led
to this bunker rignt here, and made o little siisht crook right here, Our roint ran

that time was PFC iatson, Following him again, es I seid, vas Sreciclist Sidbury,

Poccacelli, and myself, and "y pun behind wme, Int this is PFC Jatson comin’ into this
little bitty crook, evidently he run woint-blank into a Charlie, he fired ot in a 'wrst,
we all hit the hotitom of the trench ool noholy wwc 2ite al hen Tor some roeson, e

went ny to nove agalin, as e come v he fired noint-Llond: of

?FC ‘atson, e Wit him in the right hend ond side andg
time, right here, jyou could see the cnemy, tie Crarile, »puwelf, I cculd see mere he uss

firing from, so I stood un behind Foccccelli, and turned the ..-60, I sterted shooting

in this area and sinned hin down. At this Uirc he soarted Tackdin Tinelt

this, behiind this hedgerow and trench, and I fired, oh, well over o mntred rounds

back in
Poccacelli, pidbury and them drug datson bael ‘nto whils sert here. and Trom thils

3 ! - LY v !

point I reloaded iy cun with tie heln from my assistont sunher, Soeeialist Fovisth

-

I'iller, and e fired, oh, spproximately another 200 rounds, o inninz t

1
i

weoe incividuals

down, wiile Sergeant shelley and Fourth Class Sidhry threw srenades n tlidls crea. Otill

we couldn't, evidently didn't linock them ocut. At this tirme cs I was coring un again, I

sob hit in the steel pot and lmocked it off, ond we Tired, oh "ofore it vus oll over, I
ired half wmy basic load in there.

You say wyou =ov ...t¥

LOREGE
% i
In the beck of ny steel note T wesn't, I myscelf nasn S
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Slow down a litile bit,

A. UK. And then this time the rest of, I ghink, Cantcing that is wvhen rou come and
e~
joined us., They came and joined us, and we itried tol‘ ua!@ m "t’)w‘lnkers here as they
dovered, and Specialist. . .

Je o o o came up with the second platoon?

Le T2z, and then vhen he cane un end vhon Tooetalion Toneth Dleoan Tommendeg oo Th, ol lher
ther o on boel: Uhroush, I stayed n o1 wrhe b Ui siiem U o7 Ghe 3%
clerent cane up writh thelr obher 1n, > Lo T Ly - : ol e YRS oL SRS
qu, and we ive them Tire suspord Db here, ToLriod Lo e cov o hhose
mys moved nyn into here, ond T oget Lere onld UoesiclS o Tovedh Slons Tlesedenn ond
Sergeant Shelley went into this opon, wont ool Lot ol U e ekl to tonds
burning hutch they was talking about. My gun anc Serpant - (Serccant vho ves 1t7) -
Hoagland went in here and joined them. Je went back down in tuis area with Sergeant

-,

Shoemeker, and I set my gun up for the night in this areca nere, and T sent for my ammo
bearer back into tiails, I took ry ammo bearer back into tuils area with another, he was
Fourth Class lMelindez, and wno was tnat, and Fourth Class Strlkenberg set in this area.

They were the two individuals that shot the three Charlies trying to come dowm tais

trench ~ (what time was that?¥}.

L]
SPKR: XX 3:00,
Y, BEALE: . o o about 3:00 in thace worning. e as setéing crithin sbouit five neters of this
. N ] "
ditch here wvith hedserows on it, and -y assistant mnuoer, ond vy otuer wimo bearer 1 had
with me fired on aim, but tiey couldn't nit aim vecause ne s in tne trencii. Taey

crawvled on past us. e could near them during il this bine,

that night was to cover tue dead people oul in this area witn

ammo bearer and this other man shot them as they

tihe next morning and the two riflcs.

28 MTIM
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cane out nere,

And that is about my nart in the

it we couldn't, our wmissior
ry gun, and like I say, my
"le found that one body

fire fight.
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e Are you other two individuals here that siot those thiree Charlies?
4, NOKES: ‘'Jhen we went to set up the ambusih for the nigut, like we sgid, Spec 4 ¥ilindez and
IPAYNT I TIYS

Spec / Rosenberger set up guarding - (I believe taey were on the main trail, weren't
they?)- they were right on the main trail. About 3:00 thwt night we heard siaots. So
everybody got up and was looking around to sce what we could see, see if we could hcoxr
any more movement. About 3:30, approximately 3:15 to 3:30, cne, two men were on guard,
one was watcaing the road, and one was watcning our rear at our position. ‘e worked,
let!'s seefwhewe those two hutches are.

T MARKHAM: There are two hutcines right there,

’/, NOKES: Right.

SPKR: There are some on the other side, too, iHKXCEINEXEXACGRIERIENCOM

’4, NOKES: Right. It was across the trail, right, we iere next to the rice paddies.

Q. OK, fine,

SPKR: This was a populeted area here, too,

'/, HOKES: And one man started, started to come up beiiind. Ile came across, rignt afler tue
shooting that Spec 4 Rozenberger and Spcc /4 iiilindez wes in, Toey, Charlie tried to get
in a position behind us, ‘e didn't lnow if hiB had a weapon or not. The man on guard hed
seen him and he woke everybody up. There was taree nen at our position, I was, I got
behind a palm tree and gravbed my =79, The wan that seen him opened up with a '16. He
emptied the magazine back there, and we heard somebody runrning, After the three M-79
rounds dropped, there was a palm tree, there tie running stopped right at the palm tree,
And at this point, right in the middle of the palm tree, and then ‘e waited for & while.
e didn't hear any more movement out of them, all that night. And the next morning we
went out there and we found their body with the pzck, and tihe weapons. Then Sergeant
Shelley, they went around the other hutches - (with two or three obaer wmen, wasn't it?) -
wvent around the hutches where I was {iring at, and right at the palm treefthere was a big

T T Vel
pool of blood there, but there was no bodies. 3So we E@%@?%@N?J&(ﬁy, the other guy
took, grabbed him and _Di Di'd.
29
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Is there any thing else now, sir, thet you can taink of?

JPT MARKHAM: Well, just kind of a summation here, we were on, initially on a blocking nissicn
2 5 2 J ) J

Qe

blocking for an ARVN mechanigzed sweep. The sweep didn't turn up anytaing, and I sent

out local patrols. The patrols, we didn't have our wortars wita us, we was just blocking
and we expected to be lifted out that afternoon. The contact developed with tais extre-
mely heavy contact and then every time we moved in from another angle we discovered more
Charlie, and it developed into a real fine contact tirroughout ithe day, involving several
of our companies, and at least two enemy compenies end a regimental neadguarters. It was
ay, 1t was an individual soldier's fight, fought on the grownd, and in a lot of cases, the
lcaders were wounded or killed, or pinned down by fire, radiocs were knocked out, and
Speciglist Fourth Class's were assuming command, and Sergeants were taliing charge, and it
was just magnificent. ‘e locked hands with them. Je neld on tc tiem, and waited for
them that night to try to get out, scarfed up the ones that did try to zet out, and the
next day swept through their area., Charlie did not want to fight,. “e nad not eXpected
eneny troops, Free iorld troops in that area. e chanced on to him, and we got into

this big ditch, and he was cornered, hc fouzht really magnificently with what ae had, we
mist admit that., He had tremendous fire control, ire cdiscipline. He had vnbelievable
camouflage with these little wicker rings tied onto liis back, and palm leaves $stuck in
them, so that he almost blended with the ground, you couldn't sece him at all, if he did
happen to get out of one of his holes. And then at night time he dragred his wounded
and managed to gét out of the area with what was left of his cormand, leaving beiind a
lot of mortar rounds, le left behind many weapons., o left behiné dead, and he left
behing many many pools of blood and shallow graves. He was hurt and aurt badly, but in
all honesty, I will have to admit he Tousht aogifiecc-tly s1U0 the weapons he had, and
the wily critter that he is.

How many of your key neople did you lose besides LT Gerald?

A. I lost Sergeant Kreidler, a squad leader, and we lost Bﬁ%@h HMerphal, w0 ves an

miVig, Wk,
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acting squad leader in the fourth platoon, or weapons nlatoon. By the wey, when spealiing
of the fourth platoon, I think at that time it had 17 men. ‘'le are talking of 17 men,

And I am extremely proud of the way the men fought and Charlie knew he was in a battle
that day.

OK. Why don't you just run down your platoon leaders' names on the tape there for me}
Who was running the platoons at that time, whio was your X0, First Sergeant?

Well, the first Sergeant was First Sergeant lMiller, the third platoon leader was 1LT

Dana Gerald, the second platoon leader was Sergeant First Class Salazar, tne first platoor
leader was 1LT Dealy, and the fourin platoon leader was a Staff Sergeant Shoemeker. ie
actually assumed control of the 36 and 46 elements down there, He was on the radio for

a while when the 36 platoon leader was killed and he assured control of them throughout
the day, directing the ARA strikes, and evacuation of tie casualities, setting up B8
ambushes at night, and maintaining the integrity of the command and continuously putting
fire on Charlie,

OK. Thank you very much, sir.

END OF THE TAFE

CORFCENTL
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