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DEFRTMENT OF ™W ARMY
HEAUTUART S, 2D RRICANE
1ST AJR CAVAIRY DIVISITH

APO 98490

AVDARB-C 3 26 Varch 1962

SUBJRCT: Combat Operations After Action Report - 24 Rrisade, 1lst Air
Cavalry Division Participati-m in Operation PRRSHI'™ II

TO: See Nistribution

1. (Y) OPWRATICM. Operation PR3 II

2. (U) PERICD COVERTD. 2000014 January 1962 = 2912004 Februarv 194R,

3. (U) LOCATI™M., TZastern Binh Dinh Province. (See Incl 1),

4, (U) COMAND HEANWUARTERS, 2d Brisade, 1st Air Cavalr— Divisim

5. (U) REPC?TIFG QFFICTR, Colenel Joseph C McDononeh, CQ, 2d Rde, 1 ACD,

6. (C) TASK CRCANIZATION. The Brira“e Task Force consisted of:

&, HHC, 2d Bde
b. Maneuver Units

2-5 Cav (released 18 Feb 68)

2-7 Cav (released 19 Feb 48)

2-8 Cav

1-1; InS (arrived 29 Feb 58)

1-35 Inf (arrived 19 Feb £3)

1-50 Inf

A Troop 1-9 Cav (released 19 Feh 68)

¢. Support Units

1-77 Arty (DS 24 Bde)
A 1<77 Artv (D3 2-5 Cav)
C 2-19 Artv (sttached 1-77, ™S 2-1 Cav)
A 1-21 Artv (Att-ched 1-77, DS 2-7 Cav)
Flat (=) E 82 Artv (Attsched 1-77)
C 4-A0 trty (OFCO™ 1-77)
29th SL Rtry (OFCO™ 1-77)

7-13 .rtv (Reinf 1~77) ’
A 7-13 irtv

B 7-13 (DS 1~50 Inf)
Eg: 8;? @ 713 krty DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR IHTERVALS;

DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
£0D D12 5209.10
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7-15 Artv (73R 1-77)
B 7-15 Artv
C 7-15 Arty

1-30 Artv (SR 1-77)
B 1-30 Artv (Released 1" Feb 48
C 1-30 Arty -
C 1-16 Artv (Arrived 18 Feb 68)

D 2-17 Arty (Reinf 1-77, Released 22 Jan 4%)
B 2-20 Artv (ARA) :

11 AVN 6Gp (<)
A-227 AMB (Released 28 Feb 53)
8 (-) 227 AHB (Released 2% Feb 48)
D (-) 227 AHB (Teleased 28 Feb 68)
C (=) 228 ASHB (Released 2L Feb 68)

B (=) 8th ¥nar Bn
24 Plat 545 MP Co

2 Sads, 25 Sct Dog P1t
Det LARP, (3-9 Tms)
D <15 TC ®n

Det, 184 Cml Fit (=)
1lst TSR

E <15 Med Bn

D-27 Maint Bn

41 PIC Det

Tm, 191 MI Det

Tm, 55 MI Det

Tm, 5th Wthr Sqdn
ALO

Tm 245 Psvops Bn
Tm, 371 RRU Co
Tm, 13 Sig Bn
Det, B-54 Sic Bn
Det, B-&3 Sig Bn

Area Support Units
WOMET

560 LEM Co
C(~) 272 ¥P ®n
Plt C-504 I'F Bn
Det, 1% =0D Co
Det, 25 ECD Co
B-35 Ener Bn
C-35 Engr Bn
19 ®nor Bn

73 Engr Co

7. (C) INTELLITCE.

au
northeastern BINY DIYH Provinc~, The western vortion of the 12 was dominated
by steep hills and mountains which provided the enemy with excellent cover
and concealment, while the eastern portiorn of the AC was 8 mixture of rice
paddies anl coastal plain providing numerous larre L7%'s, The eastern por-

Terrain: Murineg Cperatirn FURSYIM™ JTI; the 23 ¥de opevrated in
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tion; howsver, had two important “11 mzsses, the CAY GIT (TTFP) ! g
tains located in the center amd t“e HUI ¥I¥U Movntains loseted in southern
half ef the AO. Both of vhich served as enemy base areas. In the mountains
arsad the vegatation was generally dense jungle while the coastal plains
and valley  floors were vredominantly rice paddies irterspersed with areas
of coconwt, banana ard palm trees, Close to the Scubth Ching Sea the predau-
inant terrein was sand dunes.' The danse vomstation, iuecle srowth, and
rock formations precluied swift foot movensnt in the hishlands whils traf-
ficability even: for APC's was generally unrestrictod on the plains ard rice
paddies, Deép stresms and heavy vegetation in some areas did however restriét
movement, Terrain features 4i4 not presaut an obstacle to air mobile
operstiorz.

be. Weather: Nuring PRRSHIMG II, the weather was generally clear, -
warm, and favorable for covbat operations, Visihility was esenarallv wnlin-
ited. Preciritation was minimal with scattered showsrs ard: thwnrderstorms
oceuring generally in the earlv evening. Anprroximate hish temaratures
ranged in the upper 80's, with lows averesine in the Ai's,

¢, Enemy Situation:

(1) Fnemv forces consisted of the 3d WA Division reinforced
with local fores muerrillas, The 34 NVA Nivision is comprised of three
Begiments, the 12th VA, the 22d NVA, and the 2d V© Reciments. “ven thoveh
called a ¥C unil the latter was composed of primarilv Forth Vietnamese ard
South Vietnamese rezronpess,

(2) The 3d NVA HO generally operated in the O°RROV Trail aml
ECN River Arens; however, during the TET Offensive a forward CO moved into
the highzrourri north of the Suoi Ca Vallev, The forward CP; however, ¥as
forced to withdraw to the west due to heavy fires targetsd aglinst their
poaitions,

(3) The 18th VA Regiment operatsd primarily to the south of the
Bde AO and:the 24 Brigade had no significart contacts with their elements,
The 224 NVA Regiment composed of the 7th, Sth amt 9th Rns opwratel in the
northexrn hal? of the A0, A PW fixed the location of the fth Rattallor in
the CAY GIEP Mowmtains. Due to heavy losses suffered in Necewher 67, the
224 NVA Regiment was believe? to be at comiderable 1low strensih and avoided
a decisive engagement with US Forces, -

(4) The 2d VC Regiment wes deploved with two battalions, pro-
bably the 95th and 97th, in the BUI MIB! Mountains and one battaljon, pro-
bably the 93d, in the highground north or east of the SOUI CA Vallev., The
2d Brigsde did make contact with and scundlv defeated all bafta]ions of the
2d W Regiment primarilv on the PHU M Flains,

4, (€) MISSICNS. Conduct operations in close coortiration and coop-
eration with the 224 ARVN Division: PHU MY, HOAI AN, -and DAY N Distrircts:e
and HA TAY and VINH THAMH SP .Camps to: Destrov enemy forces end infrastruc—

" ture and provide securitv to GVN RD Proeran,

9. (C) CONCEPT CF OPERLTIONS,

a, Maneuver

3
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{1) The 28 Bri~ale assime? cmtrol of the FRRVIM™ A0 f i +™n
lst Cavalry Division (Airmobile) 171200 Januarv; however, Cperation FT8i71N\7
IT did not commence until 200701 Janwiry when the 2d ®rirsade came uniter the
operatiomal control of IFFV, The brigace was denloyed with the 27 Cavalrv
respensible for the AN LAC Valley, BCEG SO citv arsa (to inclvle the BO%:

CN Bridge complex) and the northern TISR Yountains, 2-8 Cavalrr!s AO was
the BTG SON Plain and thev were reirforced with one mecharized infz-tcr
company from the 1-30 Infantry, Thev were also responsible for *he securitv
of L7's ENILTSH, GFRONIMO ard LARAMTE, 2-5 Cavalrv was resprnsible for tre
highground south of the BCNG SON River and west of Wi~hwav 1, Ther £lso
rovided security for L7's CLLIX and FONY, 1-50 Infantrr (M) operate? ir
the southern TIS"R and the MUT VIRU Mountains, CRTICTT, apt +he BT MY
Flain, Durire the reporting period one companv from either the 7.5 Cavrirr
or the 1-50 Infantry () remained OPCON to t“e 24 ®pi-ace for secvritv of
LZ UFLIFT, A 1-9 Cavalrv provided aerial reconmaissznce and surveillznce
throughout the pcwlation centers in the plains, cperatinns vare keved to
deny the enemy access to the villages and hamlets, (See Tnel "),

(2) On 12 Februarv, the 2-5 Cavalrr berzn de~lovi~g out of the
PERSHIMG AC and the 1-50 Infantrv assumed responsihilitv of their area of
operations, The -135 Infantrv (31 Bde, 4th Infantr~ Division) ecrrived in
the PARSYING AD under the con*rol of the 2d Bricade and *wo companies vere
immediztelv placed OPCCE 1-50 Infantry (M). The rameini»z two companies snd
the recon platocn relicved the 2=7 Cav and assumed recponsihilits for their
AO0 on 181°00 Februarv 1948, The 2-7 Cavalrv then stazrted deplomment ovt of
the FERSHIYG AC on 19 Februarv 1968, During this period, LZt's M™% ond
TAPE were closed, (See Inel 3). .

(3) The battalions' 40 were then adiust~" an 24 Feh A2 with tho

1-35 Infantry assuming control of all their or-. . anies, Tre 1=35
Infantrv sained the responsibilitv of the HCA. = sa and LZ LM, (See
Inel 4), With the departure of A 1-9 Cavalrv on 19 Februsrr 1962, Crance

Teams, consistine of ARA ships of R Rutterv, 7-20th Artillerv snt 7H-13
- scout Ships from 2d Briocade Aviation Platoon and ¥ ™atterv, 24 Artillerv,
assumed the responsibility of providire zerial reconn=issance ard swurveil’-
ance, The first base at 12 CLIIW was closed amd the artillerv repositioned
at LZ SALFM in order 10 free a maneuver commanv,

(L) The 1-14 Infantrv beean arrivine in the AC on 22 Februerw
and velieved the 2-8 Cavalrv assumine responsihilitv of thkeir 7 at 200A™
February. At 291200 Februarv, the 3d Rricade, Lth Tnfantrr Nivision relievad
the 2d Brigade of responsibilitv of the A0 and Cperation FP™RINIPT JT ter-
minated,

" (5) The 221 *RVN Division operated in the TRIUT™ AC with twe
reqgiments of four hattalicns each and a VI Marine Task Force-A with two
battalions. The AOth ARVN Remiment was responsihle for the Tastern BONG
30 Plain and the 41st ARVN Regiment was responsible for twe PHU' MY Flains
and the MUI MTEU Mountains, VXMTF-i was responsihle for the CUTSCWT frea
during the period 20 Janusrv to 3 February 1968, where upon thev dererted
the A0. Thev were replaced bv a battalion of the LOth ATNVM Regiment who
assumed responsibility for security of Highwav 1 and L7 SALRM., The 2d “de
continued to work closely with the WY district headouarters and Spe~®z2l
Forces CIDG Camps in the PERSHING A0, Sevcral successful combined op-rations
were conducted with the 14 RF Companies and 70 FF platoons of t-c three
district headquarters at PHU MY, HOAI A¥ and HOAI MHCTH, Also, 24 Prinnce
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éontinued to operate closelv with the four CTDMR companies locrted ¢+ YINH
THANH VNSF Canp and the four CING companies at the YA T+ USiSE Camn,

b, Artillerv

(1) During the entire PR3"I*G II, the 1st Battalion, "7th
Artillery wes responsible for providinag DS fire suprort to the 24 Rriaerde,

(?) The P'RSMITS IT area of operation wes divided irto the
northern and southerr: AC's by the fire coordinati~r line, X*75¥, which rar-
2lleled the BOM3 SCM River. North of FCL KAREN, Yeadouarters, 7t> 3n, 13th
Artiliery was tasked with» the following DS funcfirnat fire coordin~tion,
clearance of fires and advisory, Headguarters, 7th Pn, 15th /rtillerv was3
delegzated the fire plannine responsibilitv for the somthern iC. Headourrtaers
1st Bn, 77th Artillerv centrolled resources from R Patterr, 24 Bn, 20th
Artillerv and US Maval Gunfire, ’

{(3) A tarmeting scction loerted at 2d Rrisede TOC was formed
using the S-2 section, 1lst Bn, 77th Airty ~s the nucleus, with Pugment~tion
from the 41st Croup, IFFV Artillery. The ausmentati-n eonsisted of one
officer and three enlisted personnel. The purpose of the tarmeting section
was to coordinate the fire plans submitted hv the 7th Rn, 13th Lrtw and 7th
Bn, 15th Artv. The tareeting section also plonna? hesve sartillerr fires in

“area of immedinte interest, s the 175 gun firces in the ¥ River V-1lew,

(4) The Fire Support Coordinstion Tlement wes locrted ot 24
Rrigade TOC, arl was formed hv auementatisn of two officors from IFFV
Lrtillerv, Their primarvy functions were issuine ajr advisorv for hi~h ver-
formance aircraft, reruestins ire LieYts, avprovine air strikes for the
Brigade S-3, and the coordination of {5 Maval support,

(5) Utilizing O1-E aircrzft provided to hlst firoup units, » nlan
for VR was developed und put into effect on the 21 Januarv 1944, Fl-ing
time averaced 15 hours dailwr., The aircroft rrovided ohservers f-r SPAR
reports, registrations, and provided AC cover~ge in both tYe northern »nd
southern oreas of operations.

(6) 3tatistical Summery

() 1 ACD Artv Units

TYPE T/RGTTS | SNS TR_ROIMDS
Confirmed 59 5,255
Acquired 166 5,925
Count.erbatterv 3 154
Preps - 46 3,952
Interdictions 3244, 17,917
Special Purposc L2 3,230
In Support of ARVN 28 1,601
Others 106 3,406
Total : 3700 51,52
5
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(b) Cther
US Army Arty 98,321
US Navy 1,706
R Artillery 390
RVN Artillerv : .,577
Total 114,994
(¢) Caliver
1C5mm 117,465
105mn ’ o1, 378
17 5mm *373
a" 17,70L
5" (Navv) 1,706

Total 15%,53%
C. Aerial Rocket Artillery

(1) B Battery, 2 Battalion (Aerial Artillery) 20th Artillerv
had the mission of Direet Support (13} of the 2d Rripsde. The hattorv oper-
ated from LZ TWO BITS until the LZ wes closed outj then from L7 WPSLIGH,
One section normally lasgered at LZ UPLIFT for quicker rexction in the
southern A0,

(2) A prepond-rance of ARA fires wes delivered in svpport of
GAPS (Gromd/Air Plans), GAPS were conducted evervdev of the operntion,
There was only one hot LZ, at erid RR 268A40 on 9 Februarv AR, Three fire
E:sions vwere flowiin -support of this comhat assenlit resnltine in 7 enemy

(2) On 29 Jan a total of L sircraft were damazed hw a saprer
attack on L7 EMLISY, D Companv 15 TC Pattalior provided outstanding field
maintenance and completed work on four aireraft in two Aavs to help reduce
this problem. The aircraft availabilitv for the reportines reriod was an
excellent 83%,

(&) When A 1-9 Cavalrv denloved from the PTRSYIMR A0 their mis-
sion was assumed by "Orange Team3". AR\ ships wera teamed with NH-13 scove
ships fram 24 Bricade Aviation and E Ratterv 27 Artillerw, This technirue
was found to he culte successful with the mareuverabilitw of the scomt ship
amd fire power of the ARA,

(5) B Batterv provided outstaniir~ responsive fire suprort when
given the mission of D3 to the Rrigade, ’R4 fires were controlled bv the
1-77 Arty Bn, Thev pessed down all of the 7APS end Fire Mission, %hen RA
was employed st Orange Teams, their missioms were centrolled b» Trigade since
the requests went throuch normel Infantrv command chennels, and it was nec-
essary to provide at INO at th2 Brigade TCC to effectively control the teams,
Two ships were laagered at LZ UPLIFT st all times, This provided more
flexibility, saved flying time, provided fast response for fire missions
for the Southern A0, and provided for the defense of 17 UFLTF” bv flving

mortar petrel st night.

(6) Statistical Sumary
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#issions
Sortics
Hours
A/C wits#

* Does not include 5 aircraft damhged on 29 Jon b

UH-17 UH-1C Total
877 505 1382
1344 720 2173
693 378 1071

1 4 5

penetrated pe:rimetor

Bxperviituras
2,75" ¥YF’R 7.62 S, V2L Vlares
1~,128 111,755 ) oF

Missions performed bv tvpe:

faps 135
Fire Missions 79
/rmed Recon 27
Orange Team LA
Training 16
Medevac 2
d. Aviation
(1) Brigede Aviction
011-13 UH-19
Tasks 346 565
Sorties 597 775
Hours Li2 370
Passcneers 332 1414

7
¢

C who

Tre Brizade Aviation Platoon experienced the following aircraft hits

DATE TYPE WPN FC RIS

31 Jan A8 Av
3 Feb 48 KW
4 Feb 68 Sa

4 Feb 68 AN
L, Feb 68 AW
4 Feb 6% I\

NE R

é":

(2) 1~9 Cavalrv

() Time flown:

ALT
507
50!
501
51
50°
50

~r ‘_.13
H-1R
UH-1H

{b) Mrcreft firings:

7
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338383

- 423:30 hrs
-~ §70:40 hrs
- 234:55 hrs

O4-13 - 13
UH-1®2 - 20
UH-14 - 0
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{e) Mrcraft hit: OH-13 - 3
UH-18 -~ 9

(4) Adrcraft lost: UH-15 - )
(3) 11th Avistion Growp

(2) 227th 2HB (=) provid.gd tho 24 Rde "F with the necessary air-
1ift capabilitv for aerial combat esscults, lomistical resuprlw, commond
and control and some medical evocuation missions., A Plertoon from N-"27th
provided gunship support, C Co (-~) 228 A3YB provided thc necesssrr CH-47
auppo: » Wiile " Co 15th "C Rattalion provided the helicoprer maintonzne:
support ,

(b) A1 nisstons were received from the 24 Bde S-3 throush the
Avn LNO, broken dowm bv t%e “vn Bn Cperations Officar sarnd massat an to the
mission ready aircraft th t ware forecest for the follovin~ Aarg operations,

(c) T™e number of aircraft that were missi~n readv wern effected
directly br the status of aircraft mainterance. The mmker of aircreft rs—
sizned varied from a maximum of 28 lift heliconters nlus four munshiuvs at
the reginning to 20 1ift helicopters plas three gunships at the exd of the
operetion., The chanze in numher of assierned circraft was caused hr hichar
riority commitments in the JEB3 STI/RT AC,

(d) Because of the sevare mainterance problems encountered and
the decreasing number of assignet sireraft, a dail- annlvsis of ziraraft
available, aircraft utilization, mission plammineg and mission mriorities had
to he made, The following is a summarv of the avistion suprort furnished:

UH-1 SORTIXS 7,251 Cargo (Tons) 622
C/A 2,950 Hours 1,779
log 2,847 Ave. A/C Assien 21
cC 667 € Availebilitv 66%
Recon 51 CRL7 SARTIES 1,085
Medevac 2, Passengers 2,141
Training 322 Cargo (Tons) 2,161
Maint 211 Heurs 570.5
Other 198 % Availability 0%
Pessengers 10,324

{e) There was one major ~ircraft accident in whieh the four
crow members were killed. The nccident occure? when the aircreft was in-
advertently flown into instrument weather conditions prior to BMNT, The crew
was attempting to meet their revorting time for a cormand and cortrol mis-
sion. The reportin~ time was 21so prior to BMMT, Followire thz pecident,
the policy was put into effect thst except in a8 ta2ctiecel emer~encr, rerort-
ing ti—es would not be earlter than sunrise, This allowed the take-off time
to be aftter BT,

(£) At the begimming of Operation PFRSHMTN™ II, severel of the
infartry battalions wer- putting as much as 12 hours on their lo~ aircraft
in one dav. The poliéy was put into effect bv tho Blde Commander tht the
maxirnm log time wes six hours u dav, unless the battalion had their com=
panies in cont&ct. The battalions w-re able throngh careful plannine and
efficlent zircraft use to decrease thelr logtime and conform with the A hour
1limit withow ~ffesrtins the quality of support.
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(g) with the departure of € (-), 228 ASYB on 2L Feb 48, CW:7-
support was provided by the 196 iviction Co, 2 IFFV avintion unit, UMl
support wis also provided by an IFFV unit, the 61 Avm Company, Anri-~ tha
last days of the opercitlor+hen the 227 AHB was prepering j‘or “eplom 4 4o
the JEB STUART A0. Adrcraft were locgered ot Lal¥G drficid vash o 1
Nhon and, both companics provided outstanding support to t‘1e Rdg,

e, Coammunications: Durine P":RGHIW‘ I comumc-tmns suprort for
24 Brigade TF was furnished by the Brisade Signal P.Lefocn, a Detachment of-

21 men from B Co, 54th Signal Rattzlion, IFFV, a detachment of 2‘7 men
fram B Co, 43d Slgnal Battalion, lst Siegnal Dm'rdb. A toted o h no et =
type and 28 new telephone circuits ware installed £ well -~ -~ IR - 2

distance switchboard and comupiq: tiong gentar Locility, Tin 70 -TsE o0

D-3 (RATT) Net proved invelwble for direct secare communicetions betveen .
H1, 2d Brisade 2nd HO, 1st Alr Covalry Division, particulrrlv durine the
period 19'Jan - 31 Jaa when telephonic communications betwern the two HM's
were moreinal,

f. S=5

(1) In the S-5 field, ?d Brisede TF rssumnd the resrorsihilitr
for *“ose projects begun bv the Nivision north of the ™MW IO piver, to
-include MENCAPS and innoculations at refugee certers, 24 Rriorde, of:churse,
continued teo support the GVN proeram in the districts south of the river,
The Brioade relocated 52 refugees to PHU' MY Nistrict Refusee Carmps amd in
/n ¥he 24 Brigade relocated a refuge= camp and assisted in the corstrretion
of 103 houses and 6 wells,

(2) Psyops svpport was provided by.a detachment from the 2,5th
PSYOPS Bn., Thev provided outstandinz support bv providing leaflst drops,
loud-speaker missions & armed propagzanda teams,

g. Engineer: RV Co, Ath Engr Bn provided IS enecineer support to the
2d Briczde., Prioritv projects, such as bunker reirforcement, roed main- ;
tensnce and fire base improvement continued, despite the lack of men and
equipment., B lo, S8th Engineer also continued with respect lo the incrensed
use of trackmounted infantry, and the increased use of rnaads for resuvpplv.

h., Cherieal: Chemical support w=s praovided by a detrchment from
the 18ith Chemic~1 Plotoon (03). Capabilities were somewhat limited due to
the lack of personnel; howeyer insectigide, personnel detector, non-persis-
tent -C3, using the E-158, znd defoliatinon missiors were flowr. The pletoon
also h?d the capabilitv for persistert CS drum Arops bt no tarsets
developed,

11, Major Contacts

&, Duaring FPPSHTMS TI the majoritv of the action was on or near
the PHU MY Flains but all units in t»e AO were suncessfl in infliction:
losses on the enemvy, There were 5 major cortacts 2 all hattrlions of the
2d VC Regiment were enrared and defeated at least one. FHERSYING 1T cost
the enemv 1259 personrel killed or captured bv F-MAF in the FWRSHITYG AC
and 237 weapons. The Briesade accounted for 61i killed and 1464 captired
while sustainine only 21 IS killed »nd 14 wourfed for kill ratio of 1:29.

CONFIDENTIAL 7

—1 ]



CONFIDENTIAL ¥R

b, (Plgure 1) On 23 Jan 1968, a PP outpost was attacked sckh
of the NUI MIEU Mts. A 1-50 Inf, while moving esst to reinforce ths owt-
poet on Fwy 504 near TRUNG THUAM; trigge~sd an enanv ambush premiturely
when they spotted an NVA(1), Thecompany using ¢he cower of a high bernm
quickly engaged the enemy with machine gmns, small arms, and grenades, in
eneny platoon (2) tried to maneuver to the flank of the companv hut the
24 platocn fell back & occupded & position behind scme hish eround (3) and
wevented this mansuver, The eneny sterted to retrsat and artillerv and ARA
were called. C 1-50, moving to rainfsres A 1-50, turned north off of Wl
504 & started to search 2 hamlet (L) north of the cortact area. They
recaived fire from the hamlet & artillerv and ARA was directed into it,
C 1~50 then swept the hamlet from east to west, A 1-%0 also conduchet =
mepep of their erea. The enemy was indentified as the 25th Pn, 24 YC Heg -
ment. Rezults of the action wers 130 enemy KYA (124 by A 1-50); 1 KVAC;
and 25 weapons captured by Rde units and 13 enenrr KIA, 1 FVAC and 7 weapons
captured by the PF's, 1B losses were L KIA and 19 WIA,
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c. (Pigure 2) On 31 Jan 1968, the FHU MY rr's made contact with the
97th Battalion, 2d VC Regiment near the hamlet of BINH TRY (%R905675) just
qutside of PHU HY. A, B, and D 1-50 moved.into the grea and refnforced the
PP's with A & " to the north and B to Lthe soutl., D €o comlucted a search of
hamlets (1) to the NEy, Both A % B received heavr fire (2) as thev started
to enter BINH TRI. All forces pulled hack and Arty & ARA was called in, At
1645 hrs C 2-5 air assauited to the west of the village. Arty continued
throughout the nicht and SPOOXY was on station dropping flares and engasing
swspected enemy locations, In the morning after a Arty prep A & B conducted
a coordineted attack (3) sweepine threugh BINH TRI. Results of this contact
were 62 eneav KIA, 30 weapons captured and 2 P's bv 1S Forces and 26 enemv
KIA, 7 weapons captured arnd 1 PW by PHU MY PF's, US losses we-e 3 KIA end
9 WIA,

CORFIDENTIAL /0
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Fioure 2
d. (Figure 3) On 3 Febrwry &8, B 1-.50 Infantrv reactine to a timelv
intelligence report conducted opns vic VINH NHON Hamlet (®R 934A12), While
moving intoc the hamlet heavy fire was received {(1). The 'mit cplled in 'rtv
and ARA afterwhich they swept (2) the hamlet generally west to east. The
eneny unit was identified as the 95th Bn, 2d ¥C Regiment. Results of this

contact was 28 enemy KIA, 15 NVAC and 26 weapons captured. US losses were
1 US KIA and 2 US WIA.

=

VTHH NHON

Figure 3
e. (Piouwre §) On 3-4 Feb 6%, A 1-5=, D 1=50 and A 2-5 (OPCOR 1-50
Inf) conducted a coordinated attack vic AN LAC TRY (PR8770) t» destroy
enemy forces located in the arsa, The enemv was never firmlv identified,
however, thev were believed to be elements of the 24 VC Remiment, A 2-5
moved by foot and occupied ‘he north west side of the vi‘lace (1). A 1-%0
approached the viliage fram the sout™ ard received hreavy fire (?). Thevr
then moved Lo the eastern side of thz village (3) and established en FUB,
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Artillery, ARA and air strikes were cclled in on the village & SPOKY was
on station all night., D 1-50 arrived the next mornine and placed 1 plt
OPCON A 1~50. Both companies the conducted. a- coordinsted attack, sweewine
through the village, Results Qf the comtact were 82 enzmy KIA ard 12 wea-
pons captured., US losses were 32 WiA,

Hwy 504

\ - . p ‘/60
FITRE 4 > 2 ‘ l

PHY MY

f. (figure 5) On 12 Feb 68, the 1st Bn L1st ARVN Reriment made c~n=-
tact with the 93d Pn, 24 VC Regiment near VINY PHU 4 (BR955635). C 1~50
was called in to reinforce the ARVHN Bn and moved down HWY 540 ard turnire
south into the contact area, While moving west of the contact arer € 1-50
engaged an eneny squad (1) fleeing the comtact area. The comranv then moved
to the ARVN Bn's area (2), and after softening the cre~ with artillerv -nd
ARA, both units conducted a coordincted attock with € 1-50 nttocking up the
highgrourd (3) and 1-41 attacking imto the low zround (4). Results of the
contact were 13 enemy KIA and 4 weapons captured by € 1-50 and 77 enermwpK1t
and 10 weapons captured by 1-41 ARVN Regt. US losses were 1 KIA and 2 #¥IA,

PHU MY
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g. The enamy'!s nm2in objective during the "Tet Offensive” wes the
populrted area of FHU MY, However, due to cuick reaction to timely intale
ligence by Allied Forces the "Offensive" was o fnilure in the PFRSHYRC .7,
During this period the enemy suffered 307 killed, 54 ceptured and lcst 77
smll arms and 11 crew served weapons, The three main battles during the
period are covered in paragraphs llec, 4, e.

12, (C) ADMINISTRATION AMD LOGISTICS

a, The only rejor problem of administration was the mail, Tho re=~
routing of incaming mail through the JEB STUART AO, cambined with the » ~~
essary delays caused by the Tet Offensive 4id aprreciably alow t =2 3 ¢
of mail. However, by re-openins the AFO at LZ FNALISW and the over:cll ..~
storation of cammunications after the offensive, adeauste service was re-
established,

b, Logisties

(1) General, The 24 Brirade TF was supparted bw the 24 FS% (1
ACD DISCOM) and oy FSATF Lathrop (ONSC) during Operstion PFRSHTYG II, Al-
though the ouvalitv of service nmt suprort diminished £s a result of - red-
istribution of FSE-FSA assets, when the 1lst Air Crvolrv MNivision devloved
north, it had little of no effect on the corduct of cwmbat operations,

(2) Supply. Class I, Non-TGXE class IT ~nd IV, Class II7, and
Class V items were provided by CKSC through the supportins ¥S., Resupplv
convoys from Oui Mhon were dispoetched deilvy to L7 UPLIFT and L7 TNGLISH to
£111 uwnit reguirements generated the previous day. Certain items on non-
TOE cless II and IV were occasionally in short supply but never for ~n
extended period, Shortages were usually filled within 7-10 days, TC&®
items were extremsly difficult to obtain; however, this was primarily due
to the departure of the Nivision Class ITI & IV Point from An Khe to the
JEB STU/RT 40, To requisition needed TOZE items, units had to send their
request to Hue-Phu Bal, LAs these items beceme avoilable, DISCCH was to
ship the items to uvnits in the PERSHING AO thru the supporting FSE, During
the 41 days of PERSHING IX, however, units reccived no TO&E replenistment
from Division Class 11 & IV,

(3) Services. FSA TF Lathrop provided lavndry ond hath services
for units based on LZ UPLIFT and L7 ENGLISH, These services were ndequnte
to meet {he needs of 211 supported urits,

(4) wBter Point, /mple water supply wos provided bv the H&S
Co 35th Engr Bn and H&S Co 19th-Faqr Rn for wmits at L7 UPLTFT/ENALISH,

(5) Transportation. ONSC provided recuired truck support in
an outstanding manner, )

13. (C) RESUL™S OF PERSHING TI,

us o TOTLLS
XIA WA/fVC NG Y 4] 5,28 10L>
Detainees 27 non
PW KVA/vVC 38/19 L9 106
CONFIDENTIAL /3
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Returnees NVA/VC UEC;) ggl m;%lé
c's 9 109
Totol Fnemg Losses 780 49 1279
Indiv Vpns 136 78 T 214
Crew Served Wpns 22  _3 25
Total wWpns N 158 a 239
Mines & Grenndes 236
S/A ksmmo 1483
Lg Cal Ammo 121
Rice 40,73 Tons
Salt .01 ton
Aircraft Fired On &
Alrcraft Hit 19
Mrcraft Honflyable 9
AMreraft Lost 3
Mortar Attacks 5
Friertly KIA 21
Priendly WIA 164

U, {C) COMMANDERS INALTSIS

a. Based on my ten months of experience as 2 battalion =nd briszde
commnder in the PERSHING A0, the following is a list of forces I consider
necessary to conduct operations arainst NVA and VC main forces clements and
to support concurrently the GVN RD progiam in the BO®S SON-PHU MY crea,

Haneuver

4 Infantry battalions
1 Alr Cavalry troop
1 Armored Cavalry troop

Artillery

6 light batteries

5 medium and heavy batteries
12 M-42 (Dusters)

iy ¥=55 (Muad ,50)

h searchlights

1#
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1 reinforced company, assault hdldcepter (UH-1)

1 platoon, assault support heiicopter (additinonal on call) (CHe47)
1 CH-54 on c2ll (to displace 155 hewitzers of needed)

1 GCA ard airfield control team (LZ ENALISH)

2 Medevac aireraft (1 ea LZ WNGLISH and UPLT™T/additional on call)

Bde Control

IPW, CI, UB toams

Psyops team

CA teanm

Company HNational Police Field Forces

ARA Support

FSA

4 Engineer companies and 1 light equipment maintenonce section
2 MP platoons

2 FEOD teams

2 Signal teams

While the area can be held with less force, it would he verv difficrlt
to extend GWN control, to insure re’nforcement of » heavilv snenced friendlv
unit, and to deny the enemy entry to vropulstion centers.

b, The Infantry strength in the A0 should not f2ll helow three
battalions if the hrigede is to held those popul-ted »reas now und-r GVN
control erd to deter the enemy's plans to resain a foothold in his old
safe havens, With these limited forcsa, the commonder mst be chreful in
selection of targets to exploit; especiallv those in the mountninous areas.
The wezkness of a tiree battalion force, or less, lies in the possibility
of being forced to fight two or more =me jor engacements sirultaneouslv ~nd
the inahility to eonduct a deep spoiling attack or raid on enemv concen-
trations, Conversely, four battalions provide adequate forces to ~ttack
the enemy if he masses in his base arens, conduct stabilitv opercations on
the plains, reinforce isolated posts such a2s the CIDG Camp at Vinh Thanh,
and fight two largec engagements at the same time.

c, An Alr Cavalry troop 1s invalusble to screen enemy base arens
and infiltration routes that are bevomd artillery range to the west, In
addition, the troocp mrovides the cbility for immedi-te recction to intel-
ligence reports to include developing the situation.by insertion of 2 ground
reconnaissance element, Our air eaveley troop 2lwavs had o good share of
the brigades kills and was directly responsible for the initiation of miny
of our most successful contacts. The unit effectively denies the enemv
freedom of movement in open arens durine davlight and provides area coverage
of the L0 as no other unit can, Wwhen I lost A Troop 1-9 Cavalrv, I reor-
ganized my Brigads hviation Plateon and IRA Rattery so as to form four Or-
ange Teams (one 013 emd one UHL ARA ship per team) to retasn on Jiir Crv-
alry capasbility,

d. Helicopter support requirements should be in excess of a re’rforced
company, The abilitv to move » rifle compamrr in one 1ift must he mrint=ined

CONFIDERTIAL
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to assist a unit in contact or to react to 3 firm intellirence revmort. THia
is critical because of the wide sepmaration of farces amd the inahilitr to
provide ground reinforcement quickly due to distsnce and terrain, per-
ience has shown that 16 mission ready -assault (UML) ard L essault suprort
helicopters (CH-47) are required on r -daily basis to suprort sustained
operations and to provide the forementioned capabilitv, In addition, each:
battalion and brigade commander, to exercise effective commor? and cortrnl
of the committed units, must have aircreft fitted with radins for his u=e
on a 24 hour basis, For logistical support of wide spread units, ecch bat=
talion mwst have a resupply aircraft (UHl) during davlight hours. To sup~
port a heavily engaged unit or make & deep penetration raid, the commnndar
mast have the ability to diasplace one light artillery battery on 8o 4
notice in conjunction with a cne rifle company lift, #Aircraft, for tals
last capability, need not laager in ths A0, but should he mede avallehle on
short notice. Becausae of the size of the AO and the need to support verious
outposts it 1s believed tha 8. deflloyint aireraft must laager
in the A0 on a 24 howr basi;;’&hr ﬁeﬁ snE H“ bagalicn CC helicopters, one
flars ship, and two gun ships at 1Z ENGLISH and 1Z UPLIFT, and a rezdy
reaction 1ift of 6 UHlL. Given thess aviation resources, tho brigade c-n
effectively fight two large engagements simultaneocusly with little threat
to either engaged unit,

e, Medical evacuation helicopters on immediate cell fre a needed
life saving asset. Two aircraft are required for coverree of the A0 and
they are used to shuttle wounded from the field to LZ EWILISH or UPLIFT,
Additional aircraft must be available to move the wounded from PFRSHING AO
to Qui Nhon so that immediste rszponse is maintained in the field ares,

f. A- armured cavalry trecp would be invaluable as & road securitv
force ard could provide a guick rsaction element,.sapecially at nieht, for
contacts on the plains or viliuges alonz ths road. The added fire power
of the tank sun iz decisive in contacts that rsouire the enszy be duz out
of fortified villages,

g. /Lrtillery support reccmmendsd for the PFRSHIM} A0 consist of
six light and a cambinetion of 4 medivm and heavy batteries, This .allows
domination of the BONG SCW Plain, CRESCENT "Area.tdnd PHU MY District, cov~
erage of Highway QL1 but is not adequats for continuous covcrage of the AN
LAO Valley. It gives the commander the flexibility to. move cne bettery to
support an operation not in range of the artillery reocuired for the ebove
coverage or to provide reinforcing fires during a heavy contact. M-$2
{Dusters) and ¥-55 (Quad~5-ts) assist in fire base security thereby freeing
maneuver iroops, They can also be used in contacts a3 appropriate. - Ideally
the PERSIHING AO should con!; ig\g\iggh& cbmbindtion of 7 mediuwm and
heavy bat .eries, WRith hese resour énverage of the FISHWOCK, AN LAC
Valley, CiOWS FOOT, HAPFY Valley, as well as the plains areas can be
achieved., Artillery could than be move to complement the scheme of maneuver
throughout: the A0, Artillery aviation requirements have been found to he-

L fixed wing and 4 helicopters. These aircraft are used in fire plamning,
visual reconmissance, liaison, and air observer missions,

h. A 'National Police Field Farce Company would be a most velusble .
asset, to operations in the FERSHING AO, Their worth has been proved wver
the past ten months; Since the Tet Offsnsive, this capebilitv has not
been availsble, aithoc:gh it appears that cordon and serach of hamlets
might now b most productive operatiomal techniocue,

g now bo & most productive operatfonal technlove.  CENFIDENTIAL
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1. Since a separate hriende operating in the PTRSHIM: L0 assures
responsibilities normelly accomplished bv division, there are several staff
ard special staff sections that resuire assistance. The 5-2 secticn needs
IPW, CI and OB teams provided by division of IFFV to process, annlvze, and
disseminate the large mass of enemy Iinformation available. * In cddition,

R i S+ s e s e n -

because of the size of the AD, an IP¥ screening point and €T revresentatire

to handle the informal agent nets north am? south of the BOM: SOV River
should be maintained at both LA ENGLISH and L7 UPLIFT. In the S-5 field 2
psyops and civil affairs team is debirable to provide assistance apd to
coordinate the available support.

FOR THE COMM/NDER:

/s/iillign £ demrbro
Inclosures: WILLIAM ¥. DE2BRO
1. Sketch PERSHING AC Captain, Infantry
2, Boundary Sketch - 20 Jan 68 Adjutant
3. Bourdary Sketch - 18 Feb 68
L, Boundary Sketch - 2 Feb 68
5. Lessons Learned

DISTRIBUTION:
2 - USARV
10 - IFFV
10 - 1st ACD
2 - Lth Inf Div
2 = 34 Inf
1l - 2-5 Cav
1 - 2-7 Cav
1l - 2-8 Cav
1 - 1-50 Inf (M)
1 = 1-77 irty
1 ~ 2-20 frty
1l - 1st Bde
1 - 3d Bde
1 - Div Arty
1l - Spt Cmd
1 = 1ith 2vn Gp
1 - 227th Avn Gp
1 - 228th Avn Gp
1 - 13th Sig Bn
1 - 8th Engr Bn
1 -~ 15th TC Bn
8 - S-3
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LESSCMS LEARNED

1, ITEM: Prompt re~ction.to intelligence.

DISCUSSION: During the Tet period intelligence from all sanrce-,
inclwding civilians, indiceted major troops concertrrtions nesy PHU MY, 23
Brigade, in conjunction with GVN fortes, reacted tn the more reliable revorts
by emploving troops.or, as a minimum, conducting nerial rec~nnrissence
against all reliable reports. Due to this reaction, the 2d VC Regiment was
soundly defested and the Tet offensive failed in the PFRSHING A0,

OBSERVATION: Population centers can be denied th2 o
reaction of mobile forces to timely and reliable intelligehce. sl rep
of enany activity must be promptly checked, at least by visval reconmeissince.

2, ITE¥: Continuous.and giose cégrdﬁ;nat-i»n; with GVN forces,

DISCUSSICN: During Operatinn PERSHING II, cloze &nd centinudus
coordination was maintained with ali GVN forces in the AO. A Prigede Lini-
son Officer was loczted at the 22d ARVN Division Headouerters, t» include
a "point-to-point" telephone system. Continuous radic communic-ti~-ns were
meintained with the 40th and 41st /RVN Regiments, PHU !7, HOAT W, -nd HOAX
NHON District Headguarters; and the US and VN Special Forces persrnnel ct
HA TAY-and VINH TH/NH, respectively, In addifinon, Brigede p-rsnnrecl mede
frequent lizison visits. Due ta this clos~ linison, timely intellicerce
could be acquired from ail wnits in the .0 »rd combined oper~ti-~ns pl-anned
ard executed without delav.

OBSERV/TION: (Close and centinuous liaison must be maintsined with
all appropriate GUN, ARVN.and allied forces td inswre proper eoordin~tion
and effective reaction,

3. ITEM: The Air Cavalry and Mechanized Infantrv Cowbined ‘rms Temm,

DISCUSSICN: With the attachment of the 1-59 Infantr— RBatialion *o
the 2d Brigade, a gréat deal more firepower became aveilable, Usine the
air cavalry coneapt of aerial recohnaissance and nmumer~us a2ir 2ssiults, the
enemy was found and fixed, the mechanized infentrv wes then emploved to
finish the enemy, using its greater firepower,

OBSTRV.ATION: The mobility of the air cavalrv and the firepswer or
mechanized infantry can be very effectively employed togsther. It is rec-
ommended thaf-at least one Mechanized Infantry Battalion re permarently at-
tached to an Air Cavalry Division,

4o ITEM. ARA comtrolled by the Direct Support Artillery Battalion.
[ ]
DISCUSSION: Direct Support Artillery channels were used to provide
ARA support to infantry units. This proved better than the previnuslv used
system of requesting missions through thé /RA Bn. Response time for fire

-missions were reduced since they were sent directly t» the ARA Rattery,

instead of passing through an intermedizte headguarters,

OBSERV/TICN: Fire missions should be passed directlv from tho TS

_ Bn to the ARA Batterv when ever they ara cnllocated in or responsible c =

the same AO.
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5. ITM: The armed recorrmaissance mission ean be effectivelv accere
plished bv using one s¢rut ship (CHOI3 or OHOG) and mne gzun ship (edt™er
with M=3 or K-21 eystem),

_DISCUSSION: When A Tyoor, 1-9th departed the A0, it was recommsnded
by fRA that "Crange Teams", made up of one OH-13 and ona UH-I dwmed with

the M-3 syatem, perform the function normally done bty the 1+"t», The CH-13's

wers from the brigade avistion plstcon and € Biry, 224 Artv, It was felt
by the pilots that an Orange Tedm mads & most effective e~mdinatirn for
finding and attacking the enamy. Two CH=13's woritine as » scovt temn can
find targets, but do not have the firepower to fix or destrov the enamv,
Thev cannot engage bunkore, nor open junele canopy. Two runships = »'-i-
together have the firvpower, but lack the maneuverabilitv, and the visii’,
of the OH-13, therefore missing many 5f the tareeis, Tactlicallv, the Cranece
Team provides the combination of finding axd sfmmibenecusly engaring the
target, A Pink Team of one CH-13 and cne gun ship with the K-21 is best

for troops in the open. /n Orange Team of one scout ship aml one gun ship
with the ¥-3 or similar svastem 12 best when encrunterine fortified positions,
With eight /iRA ships available daily, it was possible to have 2 /RA sections
and 4 Orenge Teams, When nméres RA sections were needed, they were pulled
fram the (renge Teams. It was necessary to keep a llaison section of one
officer and one RTO at the Brignde TOG to coordinate the Organge Teams,

OBSERVATION: On recomnaissance rissi-ns, Pink Teans shruld be em=
Ployed when troops in the open are amticipsted and Orenge Teams when fort-
ified or covered positisna are amticipated.: /lso, when an ARA Rattery is
collocated with 2 Brigade /viation Platoon, Orange Teans shioul? be formed
Gepending on the availability of ARA &ircraft, to perform reconnaissance
rissions against known enemy locations,

6, ITEM: Combating enemy forces in a cave-rock pile comlex,
DISCUSSION:

a, Enemy and Terraint “ha terrain was marked with laree black
granite boulders with natural ve etati~n on the perimeter, Trail networks
ran up and down the mountain slojs, not laterally, Trails thet were wall
used and easily seen from the ercund were not brohv tranped, There was
always a water source hearby that was difficult to detect from the 2ir ond
to trace through the rocke from the ground., A small villree was within one
kilometer of the rick pile area, Enemv positions were within 200 meters of
ths valley floor. FEnewy uswally concentrated in a smrll aren ~f the totel
rock complex, possible for contr-l purposes, Enemv escane routes were alone
the contours of the mountain, not up and down the treils, Pnemv escares
were usually attempted 2000-2100 hrs, 2L00-0100 hrs, eamd 0530-0A15 hrs, Mo
security rmeasures were observed, No camruflaging of personnel was observed,
Fresh feces were found around enemv positisns which provided an excellent
means to detect routes of enemy moverents. This wzs one of the first in-
dications of enemy pcsitions. Enemy weapons were believed not to be cocked
and locded on initial contact. Thev used rock tapping or volce for imner-
defense commnications, and proved urwilling to use Chi-Com ers mraks when
CS wes used.

b, iriendly Activities: Pire team security w-s posted 360 darrces
around the enery positions. One security element was placed in the reny of

Tnal 5 CONFIDENTIAL £5
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each pletoon. Twn rifle platoons wore positioned on the rocks with one
rifle platoon, weapons pl~tocn and Company Headouarters acting ~s RRF and
on standdown in the company FOB. ‘Rifle fire wes used only when US lives
were endangered, M-26 grenndes produced the most casualties, frenades v-r.-
2lso used to stun the eneny, thercby making them more rercptive to PSYCITE,
C-4 was used in no less then ten pound blocks, - For area i11lluminati-n SFIL7/
was the most effective followed bv 8lmm mortars, 155 frtw (/RVN) and 195
Arty (US). For troops wordne in the rockv aress the fnllowire eculrment
was conaidered the minimum essentials: steel helmet, weaprn with maeazine,
extra magazines and hand grenades, The other gesr w2g nlaced in » secure
area., This provided for easv movement of trnops around tha Asvoar - =,
Protective lackets were used by the securitv element armump? '

It is considered best to take PW's during davlisht since ni~hi. ervinre Meivas
too risky for friendly troops. Scout airerzft are best used Aurine initial
contact, threreafter they are too loud to he effective. Tiesel fuel poured
into cave areas needed t¢ be MxvH with a more flammable substance t- be
completely effective. A unit should maintain one-half dav's load of M-70,
M-26 and eoncussisn grenades in the FOB and have one night's supply (350)
rounds of 8lmm illuminatinn on hand in the event of poor flyine weather or
in the event artillery fire camnt be obtained, IM-25 grenades have proved
more effective at niglt then eo-ncussion grenades. Two 8lrm mortars were
utilized for illumination, B&I fires and mortar ambushes. Aggressive vol-
unteers worked on the rocks during daylight and 120 foot ropes with grappling
hocks were used to retrieve equivment from the caves. VYellow paint was used
to mark danger areas for troops and to identify the target from the air,
Extra "C" rations were issued to the men for consumption at night while
everyone w=s alert.

OBSERV!TION: 2-5 Cav conducted Successful ROCK PILE- Cave corrlex
operations amainat NVA forces in the NUI MIEU Mountains (FR 9%75).

7. ITEM: Rear Security on Tactical Marches.

DISCUSSION: Recently an arbush force jumped on tn a rord ot the
rear of a platoon on & tactical march and fired 30-40 rounris from avtomatic
weapons. The rear securitv element was within 100 meters of the main badr,
They hed not ziven econstant ohs=rvsti-n ta the rear, s a result, +the l=st
soldier was killed instantly and two cthers in the merin hodv were wounded,
Had the proper securitv mecsures been followed, the rttack eould h=ve been
aborted,

ORSERV.TICN: Rear security must he placed far ennush to the rear nf
the column to provide securitv for the main h~v, This element must c~n-
stantly observe tn the rdar, both 'fir“their protecti-n and for that of the
min body. Security placed too ctlnse to the main bodv ean result in infurv
to the main badvy as well as the security element,

8. ITEM Dug-in defensive positions in a companv-size FOR,

DISCI'SSION: The practice of not disging in defensive positi~ns has
caused numernus casualties from enemy fire. MNot only should the fighting
positi-ns be well prepared but 21so other shelters rust be dur to keep the
soldicer below the 1lavel of eround while sleeping. Keepinez the bodv belw
the ground level minimizes Injuries caused by mortars, M-79fs grenales and
small arms fire landing in and near the company FOB.
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OBSERVATIOR: Defensive positi-ns aml sleeping shelters in the oonw
pany FOB must be dug in, in all circumstances,

9. ITEBf Night Denial operations,

DISCUSSI(H: The majority of cnemy movement takes place at-night,
However, due to laock »f vicibility and subseguant control problems, he is
very susceptible to night ambushes, The 24 Brisade enioved great success
with night operations and serisusly damfged enewy resuprlv activities, M
particulsr, the 24 Battalion, 8th Cavelry comivcied numerrus successful
night ambushes, resultine in 20 enery KIA, Thev used no new tectmi~ves,
other than carefully plarming and executin~ their operati-ns Yby the fodd.
Hitherto enjovine complete freedom of mevement during the night, the enemy
was placed in dire straits as his avenues of tactical ant logisticzl mrve-
ment werd denied him,

(BSFRV*TI'¥: Night ambushes, when proveriv c¢nfucted, can be very
effective in restricting enewy activitv,
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