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SEE DISTRIBUTION 

l. Subject report is forwarded as inclosure for rdview and evalu.ation 
in accordance with paragraph ~b, AR 525-15 

2. Information contained in this report is provided to insure that tie 
Artfl'J realizes current bcnef it3 from lessons learned during recent operh­
tions. 

3. To insure that the informetien provided through the Lessons Learned 
Program is readily available on a continuou" basis, a cumulative Lessons 
Learned Index containing alpha.betical l:'.stLlgs of items appearing in the 
reports is C0111t>iled and distributed periodically. Recipients of the 
attached report are encouraged to r.eco=nd items frou; it for inclusion 
in th~ Index by completing and returning the Eelf-addressed form provided 
at the end of this report. 
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AVT.>A"IB-C 

CO~!flDENTIAt 

DE:F ..t~TH:r<.:!'"l' Ci' 'l'. 'H.: NU~ 
HEAif.UART'S, 2D nRJ'~Ar1E 
lST AJR CA VAl m DIV.LS J!"N 

APO 96490 

26 ?1arcb 19M 

SUBJ:iwt: CO!llbat Operatbns After ~ction Report - 2r\ llrh".ade, 1st Air 
Cavalry ™-vision Participati"'n 5.n Opera!ion Pl'R'HIT1"•"1 II 

TO: See TJistribution 

1. (!.1) OPTORP.'l'J!"l'. operation P~'3 !fJ"'"r~ II 

2. (U) Pl<Jl.J('l) C:";VJ<Rli;IJ. 200001'-t Janua:--v 1Q6q - ?91~00!.l Februarv 19(~ . 

.3. (U) LOCA'l:T'N. !<'astP..rn Binli Dinh Province. (':;ee Incl 1). 

4. {U) C::W.'AND HEAIY'lJAltTm'>. 2ri Bri1-:arle, 1st, .Ur CR.vaJ.rr T)i_ vi si'""" 

5. (U) REPC''l'TJTr. OFFJC~. Colonel ,Joseph C ?'cDonot•~'1, co, ?n. "Rde, l .A.CD, 

6. (C') Tl.SK ::JFl~A1!I7.J.TIOr1, T'1e Bri11a,..e Task Force coneisted of: 

a. HHC, 2d ~e 

b. Maneuver Units 

2-5 Cav (released lB Feb 68) 
2-7 Cav (released 19 Feb 68) 
2-8 Cav 
1-14 In!" (arrived ~9 Feb 68) 
1-35 Inf (arrivei l9 Feb 68) 
1-50 Inf 
A Troop 1-9 Gav (released 19 Fe'b 68) 

c. Support llnits 

1-77 Artv (DS 2d Bde) 
A 1-77 Art'r (T)'3 2-5 Cav) 
C 2-19 Arty (AttacJie-i J-77, T)') ~-q Cav) 
A 1-21 Artv (Att·r.'1ed 1-77, ns 2-7 Cav) 
Plat (-) E ~2 Art~ (Att~c~er\ 1-77) 
C l~-60 frtv (0FC!' .. 1-77) 
29th '>L 'l'ltrv (QFCO'' 1-77) 

7-1.3 ~tv (~einf 1-77) 
A 7-13 /:rtv 

L"'OR O'T R ~ 7-13 (DS 1-50 Inf) 
r "'(; 7-1.3 Artv 
68)(051 OOWNGllADB> AT 3 YUR lmtnllS; 

DKLASSlflB> Ami 12 YEA.IS. 
DOD DB 5200.10 
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CONFIDENTIAl 
7-15 Artv ( ~R. 1-77) 

B 7-15 Artv 
c 7-15 .ftrty 

1-30 .~tv ( r.')R 1-77) 
R 1-30 ft.rt'r (RelPASed lf'\ F~-b 6A 
C 1-30 Arty 
C 1-16 Artv (Arrive-i. l~ Feb 6$) 

D 2-17 Artv (Rei~f 1-77, ~eleaRerl 22 Jan~~) 
B 2-20 Artv (ARA) 

11 A\IN Gp (-) 
A....')21 AHB {Released 2R li'eb 6$) 
13 (-) 227 AHB (Released 2~ Feb AA) 
D (-) ?.27 Al-18 ("1eleased 2B Feb M) 
C {.;.) ?2S ASHB (~eleased 24 Feb 68) 

B (-) Rth ~rn- 1ln 
2d Plo.t 545 !-T Co 
2 ~orls, ~5 Set Do~ Flt 
Oet IRRP, (3-9 Tms) 
D -15 TC~ 
Det, 1,:\4 Cml Flt (-) 
l'lt V'J~ 
E -15 ~'ed Bn 
D-27 'Paint Bn 
41 PIO Det 
Tm, 191 MI Oet 
Tm, 55 MI Oet 
Tm, 5th Wthr Sqdn 
ALO 
Tm 245 Psvops Bn 
Tm, .371 RRU Co 
Tm, 1.3 Sig & 
Det, B-54 Si~ Bn 
Det, B-'3 Sig Bn 

d. Area SupPort Units 
W>MET 
5&> LE>f Co 
C (-) Z72 lT Bn 
Plt C-504 l'P ~ 
Det, 11'4 ':i',01) Co 
Det, 25 F,OD Co 
B-.3 5 En,,,- 'An 
C-35 EnP,r Bn 
19 ll;nor an 
73 Engr Co 

7. (C) Ilfl'BLLI~~·c-,;;. 

a. Terrain: nur;n~ ~rati"n F"'1'l'~'tr! JI; +.he ?tl Tif1e onet"ated :in 
nort.lJeastern BIN'l OP"q Provine~. The western port.for- o• the -\!'.\ .. ,,,;is rlominatecl 
bv steep hills and m:)Ul'ltains w"'ich provide-i t1>e enel!V' with P.XcellE>;:t, cover 
and concealment,, while +.he P.astern portiol" of the AC' was a "1:ixture of r:! ce 
paddies an:!. coastal plain providin11; nU!J\erous l.ar11e L?. •s. The eastP-rn J'Or-
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t'ion; however,, had ·t,wo· important 'rl.11 m.::sees, the CAY GN f'l'J7'1') ~ 01'"-

ta.i.1"..s located in the. center and t"e HUI ~ Mot>nt.ains loot>ted in sout,),~ 
halt ot the AO. Eot.h· of 1':h.lch l!J(;TV~. as enany bMe areas. In the mount&!ne 
areQll the vegetation· uns P,enerally den:Je jungle ~ile the coastal phlr.s 
and" valley· n·oors were· ~re<iominantly rice paddies ii-tersperse~ with 1~reas 
of coconut;,; banana am palllt tre"9. Close to the South Chin& ~ea the predcu­
inant terralli WM eand dunas. · ·The dMS& va~tion,, .~un:i:le orowth, ~ 
rock formations t>"clmeit Slfift. foot· moveo~ in t'l'ie 'hii?h.18.nds w"iile· trar­
.ficabil:ity even· far AFC's W11.s- geneMll'T 12nrfJStrictcxt on t"ie plains art! rice. 
paddies. Oeep streams and ))eavy vegetation in sc:ifoie areas lt1rt howev'!r restrH:t 
m.oveiuent. Terrain features ditl not presmt an· o~acl.e to air mohile 
o~~tiona. · 

b. Weather: Y>ur~ P!<R'3Jfr'G . n, the We&t.'1er was ~nerallv cl.eAr, . 
warm, al'¥l favorable tor CO"b~t· OPflrat.ions. Visihilitv was ~en~allv unli~ 
ited;. PreCfJ"ftation 'Nll.8 minima]. lf.ith l!cattered ShOW8?"9 am t,;1Ul'\rJA?'!JtO?"!"S 

occurin~ generallv in tbe earJ.v everrl.n.e:. A't'!'t'rox:biat.4 Iii''"" t6..,,..."'lt"atu::-es 
ra~ed in the upper 00 1s, w~th lows aver&<!fo" in t.)ie t..ors. 

c. · Enm SitU?,t:lon: 

(1) !!hemv forces consisted of the '3d WA nirtsion reinforced 
with lc:ical for~13 mier,..i.ll"'s. The 3d NVA- Tlividon ·is comprised of tl-iree 
IJeg:iments_, th~ lrth l'VJ., the 22d ~'VA,, and the 2d VG R~iments. ""':ven thou~ 
called a t'C uni.1 the lil.tter was cOlllpOSed of ptlmarllv Porth Vietnamese a.."ld 
Sout~ Vietnarnes e re~ronpees. 

{2) The Jd JTVA HO ~enerally operated in the <r~-0'' Trail am 
KON River Ar'"..as; tiowever,, ~urlng the T:m' Offensive a. forward CO 1'!0Vcd into 
the highgrouni north of the Suoi Ca Vallev. The fOMlarrt CP; howe-ver, -,.as 
forced to withdraw to the west du~ to &ea\"f tirea· targeted against trieir 
positions. 

(3) Y}J(l) let.h NVA .ltei;iment operat~ primarily to tl\e· south of t1e 
Ede AO a:nd.:the 2d Brigade had no aignificRi:t conta~s with t~ir elerne!'ts. 
The 22d ~"VA Reg!Jhent ccmposect of the '?th, ~h am 9t.h"~ns o-perateii. in the­
northern hal..f of the AO. A P'>'i fixed the location of the Ath· ~.!!.ttaliol" in 
the CAY GIEP 1'ountains. Due to heavv losses suffered in f)ee'"'er 67 I the -
?.2d NVA R~fment was believ&i to be at c,,mideruble l.ON strenllf.h anrl e:vo:icfed 
a deeisiye engagement ~1th US Forces. 

(4j The ·2d VC Regl.!1'19nt 'Wfl.s deploved with tvo battalions, ·Pl"!'­
b&bl.y the 95th arrl 9?th, fo the tTUI MW' }'ount.ains anrl one battalion, t)r'O­

bablv the 9Jd, fa the hit.t'"Jl{round north or &ast or t':le <>om: C.\ Valle-T. Tue 
2d Brigade did malCe contact witli and so\lirllv defeated all l)at.taUons of +.loie 
2d VU Regiment irimarUv on tl-te f'J«T l-'t' Fla.ins. . 

~ .. {C} !ttS'>IC~:S. Comuct· aperations in close coor-'i.nation ~ co01>­
era.tion with t 'le 22d AnVN Division; ~.,lJ J.l'f, JJOAI 4i·, ·a.rd l{)AT l.-n:ir"ff D1'Jtrfots~ 
and HA TAY and VI:NH TffA~'H SF .C!l!llJll!I to: Oestrov enei:rr ror~ e.Fld in.f'r.l.strnc­
ture and proVide securitv to Gll'U RD Proera..fll. 

9. (C} CONCEPT CF OPB?~..TIOil~. 

a. Maneuve:r 
.3 
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COHFIDENTIAl 
(1) The 2.-l liri,,.a"e e>.ssurner' C"~,trol o:f t",e FH,R)PI"~ J,0 f ·.:! +···: 

1st Ca-rcJ.lry Di vision (AiI'lJ!obi le) 171200 J anuarir; h0"'-1CVf'r, Cperati1:>n f'·~"C ·: •r; ,.'1 
II did not commence until ?.OO'iQl Janu::rv when the 2d "Or:l.o:arle c<..me Ul".:ter the 
operal·.ional control of IFFV. The· br~ar'e was rlenlcved wit.h t'le '.2..!r ~valrv 
respcnsible for the AfT LAO Vallev., 'FH'll~ '3"."' citv area (to :!.ncl~e ttie BO!ll1 
'3C!! Brid~e complex) an<i the northern Trr,m l'ountains. 2-~ Cava1rr 1s AO ~\s 
the E~!'G '30N Plain and t1"1ev w"!re reir>forceri with one 'nechar5."led ir•f;;-t.r.r 
co.npaey .f'ror.1 the 1-50 Infantrv. Thev were also respo!"lsil)le fer +li!' ~ec1.1ritv 
of L~'s EN'1L:r<3'l, GffiotJilA'O a.'Y.i LARA"JE. 2-5 o.>.valrv was respr,nsir.le for t'f".e 
h1~1ip;round south of the HO!i1 Sf'}T River anri west. of '4i ~wa.v l. 'l'lie,r F lso 
prorlded securitv for L~ 1s CLI.:IB and F'OPY. 1-50 Infc>.ntrr (¥) ornr?.te-t :in 
the southern Tlr:"R am the I\'llJ r·p;u ].fountains, C'?."':>C"'.''<f, 2.P.t +"iP. Plil' ''V' 

FJ.ain. Duriro: tJ,e reportini; period one cornpanv f'rO"' ei t 11er ti-..- '>-" C.?.·r- l '!'"• 

or the 1-50 Infantrv (l-t) remained OPC0N to t"e '-~ ~ri .,.a,~e f'or 'il?CPrJt,, of 
LZ UFL!Fl'. A 1-9 Cavalrv providerl Cl.Prial reconnaissance anrl s11ry~j J.1 <c.nce 
throu.~out the pc~Jq+ion centers in tlie plains, cpP.;-.~t.i'11'1S '"-"re 'kwed to 
deIW" the enemv access to t'ie villages -?.nd l-ia'Tllets. ('Je" Jncl "). 

(2) On l~ Februarv, the 2-5 Cavalrr be"an d.'!-lo,.j ~~ out of' the 
PER'>tJI'"G AC arn-i t,he 1-50 Infcnt.rv assumed responsi"'il.i..tv ,.,f t"'eir <>rea of 
operations. Tlie -135 JnfantI""' (Jrl Bde, 4th Infa.ntr"' Divi3i or.) rrrive<i. in 
the Pm01~n1r, AO 'l.!!0.er tha con+rol of the 2d Bri~tie a:xi ·:·•.io co~!"J_P.'3 "'ere 
:immerlic-.telv plac~i OPCC!·: 1-50 Infantry 0'). TJ,e r31"\"?..; Pi"~ two conp:.>.nies :-nn 
the recon ple>.t•xn rcl5.(vc<l the 2-? C:w and asstned re:<:;rionsihi.litv !'or t'ieir 
AO on 181"00 Februa.rv 19t,g. Tl-ie 2-? Cavalrv t'f\en st-2.rlcri depl07Plent 011t of 
the FERST-II~'G AO on 19 Februarv 1968. Dnrin~ tJ,is period, L~ 1s !'l')"'JJ''1 end 
Tl.PE were closed. (See Incl 3). 

(3) The ba~talbns 1 h0 were t'ien ad ins+--· "'" ?4 FP.J., f,.1 •·d. t,h t.:-.~ 
1-.35 Infantry ass<tnd.ng control of nll their or~ anies. 'l'"e 1-35 
Infant?"'! ,r:aina~. the responsibilitv of tl-ie l·K'A- ..;C'. and LZ L'"'!·i:r:. (~ee 
Incl 4). 1·:i.th the departure 0f A 1-9 Cavalrir oi. .l.q Fehru.r.rr 19€-~, :'ranP:e 
Teruns, consis~in~ of m.A sh4.ps of B 'R.dter?", '.'-20tl; f.-=-tilh:rv ::-""' :--u-13 
scot.>t Ships fran 2d Bri 0 ade k.riation Platoon ;:inri i<: ""';;.tterv", '12.n ~rtille:rr, 
assumed the responsibility of provinir.cr .':erinl rf'c0n::-.PiSSaJ'lce ar~ surveil ~ -
?.nee. The first base nt. 12 f'J..I.J:Ti; was closerl ann ti,e arti1l~I"" reposition~ 
at LZ S.1',LF.M 5 n order ·,:.o free a maneuvgr cO!'lnanv. 

(4) The 1-14 Infa.ntrv bege>.n arriv:i'1 17 in tl1e .~~ on ?~ Pehrui:>I""" 
an:l. t-elieved the 2-q Cavalrv assumina respcnsihilit,,. of t'heir :·." at ?<'Q{,tYI 

February. At ?91?()() FebruD.ru-, the 3d "<ricrarte, 4tli Jnfantrr '1iv;5fon rel;,.,._.,.,ri 
the 2d ?lri~ade of responsfbilitv of t1ie 1!0 anrl CpP.rr.~.ion f'":'1":\'J:_rrr. II ter­
minP.ted. 

(5) The 2~ ,A.RVN l)j_vision op,,1"3.t.e'J in t"ie T'"'~)'IJ''f'! :1r ·~dtli twc 
re~111ents of four hattal icns eacl-t and a Vl' Y.ar5ne 'T'ask Force-A lo'ith two 
battalions. The 40th ,\RVN i:ieP-:iment wc;.s responsihle for t'ie Ti',1.5ter!'l Bt:Pr. 
.:;er: Plain and the 4lst ,~RVJI! Re1riment was responsible for t"e FHP ¥Y J'l;>.ins 
and the mJI Y.IEU Mountains. Vl'~TF-A was responsi.hle for t."if" C'~~C1i;""I' l.rea 
during Vie period 20 Janu;;rv to 3 Februarv 19M, where upon tliev rlet1C1rted 
the AO. Thev were replaced bv a battnlj nn of the 40th .f.111/!J R.e<rim•mt w'f\o 
assumed responsibility for security of lfi.11:hwav 1 ann L~ '>AL8T. 'T'h~ ~r! Pde 
continued to work closely with the 'WlJ district headouarters and ">pc~• .:>l 
Forces cmr, Camps in the PER.'3HII'I'} AO. Several successful combin~rI or,,:--:::.toons 
were conducted with the 14 RF Comµ,~.nics anrl 70 PF pl.?toons of t·-c, t'irf'r 
district headquarters at PHU 1'1Y, J.{C/,I A!-' an:i J.IOAI ~!1-fCTJ. Also, 'el '!'lri n:<''~e 
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continued to operate closelv wit.'i t"lie four cmr, compe.nj~<J loc..,too E~. ~'Jl.:H 
TH>.f,n.{ VN'>F Camp and the four c:rn11 compan5es ::it tl-ie ti,'. 'l'l·V tR:,~f' c~.mr-. 

b. Artilierv 

(1) DurinR: t"e entire P"R1''J''t; II., t'1e l'it n.'.!.ttcilion, "7th 
14.rtillerv W.."S responsjble for provirJ~n~ T)') fire Sll.pr'\Ort. to t'ic '.M nrJ "'P~e • 

(~) The P"7-l.SJ.IP''1 II area of oper;ition wc>:s ciivirle'i irto tJ.ie 
northern Md southerr.. .\C 1s bv t~e fire coordi112.ti"r line, ~u.,i:;:~•, 1'1hich nar­
P.lleled the BQt'r, SCP River. Porth of FCL KiVl.Tr'S, tlea,daui=trters, 7t-" ~n, J.'H.J-i 
ArtiFery was tasked w:tth t'1e .following ns funcf.irm:u fire coor<iin:,_tio:"', 
clearRnce of fires and arlvisorv. !{eadQuarters, '7th "Rn, 15t."I) :.rtillPI"'" '·ir'.3 

dcle_7.~ted the fire pll'.nnin'?'. responsibU. ~+.v for. tlie so1tther!1 LC. Hc.,o.rl0u:>rt 0;rs 
1st Bn, ?7th Artillerv ccntrolJ ed resources froM Q Patter'•, 2rl Bn, ?0th 
krtillerv an<l US }.1.:wa.l Gunfire. 

(.'3) A t<'-r~etini;i; section loc.~te<l at 2d "Pri~.<ie TCC w;-.s formed 
usi~ the '3-2 section, 1st Bn, ?7th ;,rty r<;; the nucleus, wit'i ;>11~i:mt.:>tion 
from the 4lst f:roup, IFFV A.rtill ')rv. The au""'!cntr.ti -n c0nsisted of one 
officer an<i three enlisted personnel. '!'he purpose of t"lic t:>.r~cti.nl!; section 
was to coordin;i.te tJie fire pl?.ns sul)rTrl.tte<l l)v t'ie '7th Qn, 13t.li .'c..rbr ::i~ 7th 
'3n, 15th ,A,rtv. Tl-\e t;u-qrtin'! sectit.>n also pknn~ he-:v-<r <>rt:i_lleI"• fir'!Cj i'1 
Are.1. of inmedi:ite interest, :-rr t'1e 175 ~n fires in t 11e ?r'P ltivcr V.,lJP.''• 

(4) The Fire ~upport Coorrtind.i.on ".:le"lc>nt. WP.s locct.crt ;-t ~rl 
Flrigade TOC, am was formP.'! lw au"1'!1ent.ati ')n of two offi c0rs fro"' I'F'FV 
/.rtillerv. Their p·"."imarv- functions were is sufr•a aj r :vlvi sorv f0r '->i ~h ·~er­
forrnance ajrcraft, reruestinl!; ;'.re Li.,,'>t.s, a.t'lprovin-r Ri,. st.ri°k"''l f'oi:> t.hP. 
nri~<>.rie '3-J, a1rl the coorrlinnt i. on Of if3 Navn.l SUpPO!°t • 

(5) Utilizin~ 01-E airer:: f't. t"rovirted t.o hht. ~rouP 1mi+.s, :> ,...Jari 
for VR was developed unct put into effect on thP. /.1 ,T,,._nu:inr io.C.<t. l"l··in'-1 
ti111e averi:i.ac<i. 15 h,.,urs r:l-:ii,.,.. '1'1-e aircr<>ft. ,...rov:i-ieri ohserv()r'> f"l!" '3l'f_Tl 
reports, re~istrations, e.nd provirl et.! AO cover;. ge :i.n both t 'ie. n0....t.'>ern ~nd 
southern Dreas of oper~tions. 

(6) 3tatistica.l ~UJn"l<"'I'V 

(re) 1 ACD Artv Units 

TYPE T i..RG"ITS 

Confirmed 
f.cquired 
Counterbdtcrv 
Preps 
Interdictions 
Specill.l. Purpos c 
In Support of /.,'lVN 
others 
Tot:-1 

5 

COMFIDEMTIAl 

5~ 
166 

.3 
. 46 

3='-44 
4:l 
28 

106 
3700 

5:. ?55 
5,915 

154 
3,952 

17:.'U7 
3;'-30 
l;l:Ol 
3·,40(, 

41_,So2 



CONflDHHIAL 
{b) other 

tn .Arrrrr Arty 9~,3"<1 
us Navv 1, 706 
~<lr ArtilJe.,..,, 390 
~VN !.rtillerv ]) .. ,')!1 
Tottl ll/,, <'94 

(c) Caliher 

1C-5li!ll ll? ,t.65 
105lllll "4, 3.,A 
1751111l . 3"3 
8" 17;,70L 
5" (N;1.vv) l; "Ob 
Total 15~,P6 

c. Aerial Rocket. Artillery 

( lJ R Battery, 2-' Battalion ( t.crinl ArtHJ . .,rv) ?otli .;\rt:i.llet""' 
had the mission of 'Direct Support (113) of the 2d 'Rrf?.rctie. Tlie h<!.tt·".!r'T oper­
ate<\ frOl'I LZ TWO !JITS until the LZ ..res closed out; t ..:,en from L~ -:i·rn..:n r..r. 
One section normally 102.~.-red at LZ UPLIF!' for quicker re~c:t.i".ln in tlio 
southern AO. 

(2) J.. prepord~r<>.nce of /iR.A fires was deliverer! in <Jupport of 
GAPS (Ground/Air Pla.ns). GAPS -were conducted ev~l"'Tri?.V of the opcr:"l.ti0n. 
There wa.e oJtl3r one ilot I.Z, at '\Tirl m ~68640 on 9 Fehrut.rv f.,~. "'hrer. :f'i.re 
missions were nowir-in ·support of thii;i cO!:.f,at assP.nlt resnltin"' :in " ener.v 
KIA. 

(3) On 29 Jan a total of 4 drcr.'.l.ft-were d~.i?f"i b'r n sat'l"er 
attnck on L7, W''TI.l34. D Companv 15 TC PattaJ.iol" provir1.e"'. outst.anrtln~ fiel<l 
maintenance and completed work on 1'our aircr:ift in two r\Rvs to ~elp reduce 
this problem. Tlle nircra!t availabilltv far the repcrtinrr '"'eri ort l'M roi 

excellenf-. SJ%. 

(k) t~en A 1-9 Co.valtv tie?ll~e-t frotll +.he P'<il<i'QJw~ !t~ their !!rl !J-

aion was assumed bv 110ran11;e Tea!T'.3 11 • f.'1.h s'l-tips wP-r~ t.eam~ •·'1th f!JJ-11 scot>;;. 
shl.ps frail 2d Rri~e A~nti')?l am E Bat.tel"" ~-~ l.rtillP.rr0 'l'lii'l tec}iniru~ 
was found to he "uite successful w:itil the """"euverahiii.t.,,. of t."'>c scont. ship 
an:i tire power of the ARA. 

(5) 13 Batterv proviri~ outstnn-1ir,. responsiv-o. i":lre sup,..,ort. -..•}\en 
given the mission of D'> to t'1e Br5.~e. !JU fires ·were controllen bv the 
1-77 Arty Bn. Thev p.;:.sse<! down <\ll of th~ r;t.P'l r..nd Fire Y.issi'>n. '•'hen .'RA 
w~s emplov-od r.t Oran11;e Teams, their missions i.rere cent rolled b-.T l'.ir~ P.2.rle since 
tho requests went throuri:h norm.:>.1 Infantrv CO!!'Ml'.:nd ch;:nnels, .:\nrl it was nec-
8SS.'.U"1 to provide at Um nt. th-9 ~rip;ade TCC to··otfect.ive:cy- control the teams. 
Two ships were laagercd at LZ UPLIFT ::-,t all ti.-r:ies. This provl.·~~ more 
flexibility, saved fl.~.n~ time_, provided fest response for fire missions 
for the Southern AO, an~ provided for the defense of L~ iJPLTF"' bv flvin~ 
mort~ JlC'.trol at. ni,~ht. 

( 6) Statistical SUllf'l.'U'1 
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Jriss:i ons 
'forties 
4ours 
J\/C P.its* 
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UH-1'1 

rrn 
1344 

r,93 
1 

l'H-lG 

505 
7 '1<l 
371l 

4 

13~ 
21?'3 
1071 

5 

* Does not lnclurlcc 5 aircraft '1<!.""~-ll'.er. on 2° .T.::n h·• VG who 
JX'netrnted pe:·imP.t'.'r 

i<:xpenrl i hir r•s 

7. 6'?. "'-n 
111,·75c. 1 

l-fissi ons perfometi bv tv?<:?: 

r.aps 
Fire Y.issions 
irrmed Recon 
Orange Terun 
Training 
Medcvnc 

135 
89 
n 
46 
16 

2 

l'll;?J, Fl:>res 
- ?( 

d. Aviation 

(1) Rrlg<'.de Avi<'tion 

T'!sks 
Sorties 
Homos 
Pa.Jscn<rors 

O'.I-13 
--=s46 

697 
442 
332 

UH-1'1 
~ 

7?') 
.370 

1414 

Tl-:e Rri'2;arle ;lvi<>.tion Pl<1toon expcrienc-:-<i t.lvc foD.ow:inP, <'.ircr~ft hits 

DA'l'E TYPE "JPN ?·c nro t.L'I' '-~~~ 

Jl Jan M AH 1 501 ~'R 

3 Feb 6R AW 7 50' VR 
4 Feb 6R ~.\ 1 50 1 VR 
4 Feb 6a f.1-f 4 51 cc 
4 Feb 68 AW 7 501 VR 
4 Feb 6C f.'·T link 50' VR 

(2j 1-9 Cavalr" 

(a) TiMe nown: ~"-13 - 4~3:.30 'firs 
llH-1~ - 670:40 hrs 
UH-lij - 234:55 hrs 

(b) J'.ircr<'.i't fir5nes: O'f-13 - 13 
l'H-1~ - 20 
i.!f{-1'{ - 0 

7 
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('.C) Aircro.tt hit: OH-13 - .3 
UH-l.13 - 9 

(d) Aircr.ift lost: UH-lB - 1 

(.3) 11th AvU.tion Group 

(~) 22?th ARB (-) provicl.:,d Vic· 2tl ~-" "'F with t'le nec~ss.".rv l'ir­
lift. capabilitv for aerfol eO'l'lb:lt e.ssc.ults, loidstical resupr-1'1', co1!m-"'M 
and control and some meriie~l emcuati"n missions. A PlPtoon r.r-om T).."27th 
provid~d gunship support. C Co (-) 22S /,3'-!ll provirlfYf V•c tw.cMci~r-• Cl-J-47 
support, w~o I) Co 15t'li TC P_,at.tp.lion prtivi"ert Vi~ r1elicopl"P.r .... ;:_'lnl·:m.:•nC'-:? 
eupport. 

(h) All missions -were receiv~ fr"lm t"~ at ~e ~-'3 t.hJ""lu"h t.he 
Jl.vn LNO,. broken dcmn bv t"e 1.vn J:!n {)pcr~tions C'lff'!cl!r l'lrr 1'Y'SS~ ,.,.,. to the 
mission ready aircraft t.t\:it w-"'re .forecast for t"te folloi-i:n~ -'a~ oper::itions. 

( c) T'ie n\Jllber "f aircrnft t.~t were mi'3Si"n re1tdv M:?'M eff'ecterl 
dlrectly b-r t'ie st1ttus of aircraft nninter-;mce. '.T'he numher of' aircrrf't rs­
si~ed varierl frau a maximum of 28 lift helico"t"T'3 l"lus four snm5hins P..t 
the l--c~n'!: to 20 lift helicopters pbs tliree ~nships at the em of' t,he 
operetion. The chan~e in number of assi"'l'le-l <'-ircrart. wns cau'led h'T "ti"h-;r 
priority cOll!llitments in the ~ '>Till.RT :.c:. 

(d) Because of tht:? sev~e rMintenan::e !lro'ble""IS encolmteri::d and 
the decreasing nunber of assigner' r.ircraft, .e. dail·· aMlvsis cf" ~ircrd't 
available, aircraft utilization, mission plroiniM l'.nd mission i:rioritic5 h'"!d 

to he ma.de. The following ia a l!IU?m!&rv of the aviatil)n su"Prort turn:lshrrl: 

UH-1 SORTI:S> 7,251 Cargo {Tons) 6AA 
Cf A 2,950 Hours 1,779 
Log 2,~47 A.ve. A/C AssiQ'.I'l 21 
cc 667 % Avaikbilitv 661' 
Recon 51 CP~ 7 SCRT 1!iS 1,085 
~edevac 24 Pnssen~ers P.,l"'•l 
'!'r:llning .3~2 Cc>.rQ'.o (Tons) ~.161 
~nt 211 'fours 570.5 
Other 198 % f.villnbilitv 601 
Pcssengers 10,321+ 

(e) Tl-icre was one nBjor .'.'ircraf't !'t-ccirlP.nt in w~ich tl-\e four 
craw maibers were killed. The nccident occure-t when t ... P- <!.ircrr.ft .... as in­
advertently nown into instrument weat.her conditions prior to M-~. Tlie crew 
was att.empt.iqg to meet tt-ieir renort;n~ tirrte for a cor·-ll!Pnd nnn cortrol mis­
eion. The reportin" tlrne was tlso prior to 1'!'1-lr'l'. F"ollo••i"'<r +.he P.ccirlerit, 
the policy W!!s ?-tt into effect t~"'t except in a tactical aner..,..,nC"', re"'ort­
in~ ti-es would not be earlier t'llan sunrise. Thi'3 allowen. t'lle tAl<:&-off t:f.,,,e 
to be art er ~11'. 

( t) At the be~r.nin~ cf CperAtion T'"l?SJ.fJW! II, several of the 
inf'illtrv- battalions wer"' putt 5.n~ as 'flll.lch as l'- h01t7°'3 cm the!:' lo .. !>.irr.r<"ft. 
in one dav. The poHey was put into effect bv t'1o ale CorJJ'l\llM er t....,.,t th~ 
maximum loe: time -we.s six hours a cl.av, unless the hattalion h::id t'>€i!' coni­
p<i.nies in contact. The bsttalions w-re abl.e thro1 1 ~h ceref'ul plC!..'min~ ;.11<:'1 

efficient c:.ircrart. use to decrease thefr lo~i..,c and confo..Y"Jn l'ith t"le f. hour 
limit without' 'f'f' .... ~.; nl7 t'1e aualitv or support. 
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( g) With tho departure of C (-) • 22S 1\~l1J'I on ?../_. Feb M, C'\'.·-7 

support was proYided bv the 196 i\vi::.tion Co, a IFFV av:i .. :.tion unit.. UR-1 
support w<is also provided. bv an ITFV unit, th.a 61 J.vn Ce>mµ'lnY, «h:r'·:"' Vi<i 
L?.st ci.ays of t h11 opcrr.tion \-hen tho m AHB Wus pretk"'.rin~ for ,, cP::1 er~. ~ .. +,o 
the .Jt:3 STUART i'..O. .Aircraft were 12.<..gcre~ r-.t L.:J~ :.:1.rficld ,,.,,, .. , -:;; i 
?lhon e>.r.d, botl-t companies rroVidoo out.star.ding support to t'"lc -q,ic. 

, . . . 
e. Camnunic<'.tions: 'Ourin~ 'P";R'>HP.T~ II co!ilnunic~tions supPort for 

2d Brigade TF was 'furnished by tl-tc Rrl~ade Si~1 Plc>.tocn, :i Detncm.ent of· 
21 men from Fl Co, 54th ~ignal ~.tt<>..li.on, IFFV,, c>..nd n cl.ctachtnrnt. of V men 
fran B Co, 43d Signal Battalion, 1st Siip1al t>ri~~clc. f. tot;-.;_ o" h -:;· '-' -
type :>.nd 28 nc.., telephone circui.ts w~re installed <''> wr:J l · ·· ~. a-

distance swit chboord nn<l c~~~~:I..o.¥~ . .P~nt-ri.T t:-.cil i t.v. 'f ·, ! ' · " ~j • · 
D-J (Rt.TT) Net proved invahnble for direct secure cannn:nic.:>.ti 0n9 bcb'een 
H0, 2d Hriiznde and J.fO, 1st Air C"-valr.7 m.vision_. p'l.rticuv.rlv rlurin" tl-te 
period 19' Jan - 31 Ja'l when telephonic cC!llmunic.&tions betwe<'!n U1e two tln 1s 
were m.~.rrlnal • 

. r. S-5 

(1) In the ~-5 .ffeld, ?d Br:f.~rle 'l'P <'SSU""i:a t.he resror-<;1hiljt'r 
ror +"lose pro,1ects be~m bv tliw1Jivi.sion nort.'1 o+' t'>11 t:ll"l~~ ')r)t' river, to 

.inclu:le }IEl)CAPS and innocul."!tions at refue:ee ce!'lters. '!\ ~riP.'?ne, of criursP., 
continued to st:.-pport t'>e 'Wr! pro.,.ram in Vie ni<>t.r:icts· south of the riv-ir. 
The :9ri,,.ade relocate-i 52 refu~ees to PHP ~ T)istri ct li.efu~e Camps am in 
kn l'he 2d 13ri~ai.le reloct>ted a refug~~ c;imp ?.mt assistEid in t.h<- aor.str••ction 
of 103 houses ruid 6 wells. 

(2) Psvops s1 1:pport was provided bj.a detachment froJ'11 the ?..4'ith 
PSYOPS Bn. Thev- provided out stand iii~ support bv providj nil! leaf1.et drops, 
10'..id-speeker missions & armer! propagc.ndc>. teams. 

~· En~ecr: '!'.l Co, Ath Ent?;r Bn providOO. rB en<>fne~r supvwt to the 
2d Br1"'2.de. Prioritv projects, such ns bunker reir·force-nent~ ro2rl xin­
tenr,.nce ond fire b1se imprt'lvernent continued, despite the L ... ck of men and 
equipnent. R Co, ~h E:nf-:ineer also continue<!. 1'-itll respect to the incr&':'.serl 
use of trP.clonounted infn.ntr:Y, nnd t~e i:icrease<i use of r·~rls· for :;o'."'Sl..•pplv. 

h. Chertl.c:i.1: Cllenical support w"'.s pr?Vitied hv <• rtet:-.ch."'lent frQD 
t;e 184th Che"lic.-1 Pl<>t.oon ('1'5). CapabiHties were some,.,lint l:ind.teri r1ue to 
the lack of personnel; howev~z: ~er;t.:i,f;i.d.e, personnel rletector, no~-J)€rsis­
tent ~ .. usin~ t'he E-15~, «nr'l rlefolintirin m:i.ssioT's were flown. '!'he plr.t.0on 
also h~d the c.:i.pabilit.v for pers:i ste:-ot C'> drum ilrops but no tnr•wts 
developed. 

ll. Jl.a.1or Contacts 

n. t).1rinP, r"':".">!lP''! TI the rna.iorit.v of t'lie :::i.ct~0n W"'3 t'ln or nea·r 
the PJ.tU MY Plains bUt all units in t'°\e AO were '3U~~essfl•l in inn i ct ion· 
losses on the enemv. '!'here were 5 na ior co,.,tac+.s ::>.m all ha.t+.I! lions of the 
2d VC Reciment were en~a~e<i and defe<:>.ted at least one. ~')'.J:rN~ II cost 
the enemV- 1250 personnel killed or ~ptt1red bv F'·MA1' in tlte fliRC)!{)''~ f.C 
and 2'57 weapons~ The 1311.i;:a<le accmmtoo for 614 \<:ill~ :>rvi. it.'- cri:o+-11re-I 
while sustaininE> only- ?.l llS killed ->nd lf-4 wou.tre'i. for kill r~t.io of l:?Q; 
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b. (Fi~ 1) On 23 Jan 19M, a PF out.post was attaclced !H:~h 

ot the WI' la!llm Mts. A 1-;o Int, while l!\Ovlng er&st to reinforce tho out.­
poet. en Rwy SOI+ near 'W.UNG THU.AP, trigg.,-1'd an encmrr ubl.l!lb prem&tur!!l"i" 
tihm they SpOt.ted an NVA(l),,. !fl')ecompm17 using +.'te ce?er ot a hi~ bem 
quickl:t' enga~d the enemy with machine guns, small ams, and .,-enadss • .An 
•H•llf platoon (2) tried to maneuver to the flank ct Vie CO!llr&J'!V hut the 
2d platoon tell back & occupied a position behind aome hiis.h e-ound ~3) and 
Jrenntecl this maneuver. The ettell!!" staTtad to retreat and artiller'V and /JI.A 
vwe called. C l-$0, 'llm'ing to roin.t'i:n-ce A l-50, t.umed north off of HW'I 
SOt. Ct started to search a hamlet (4) north of the contact ar~. Theiy 
receiYed fire from the hamlet tr a.rtiller"' And ARA WS directed wio 1t. 
C 1-50 thm nept. tt,e hamlet. from east to west. A 1-50 &lao conc1·J~.EJ' ,. 
!Neep of their erea. The enlll!f was indenti rJ.ed as the QSth ~t ?r! vc Re2-·-~ 
ment. Reeults of the action wero l.30 enellt'r W (la br A 1-SOJ; 1 WAC; 
and 2S weapons captured~ Rde units an:1 13 enesP" KIA, 1 J.IVAC and 7 weapons 
ca~ured by the PF•s. ·U3 losses We!"e 4 KIA aid 19 WIA. 

I 
f 

l 

' 

- -' ..y()) ~ 

(§p)~ 
I 

c l-50 
.,,. 

1 

c. (~ 2) Ch .31 Jen 196~, the PHU Mr l'tns marle contar.t with the 
97th Battalion, 2d VC Regiment near the hamlet of '3mff TR! (~567S) .1u5t 
qutside ot PHU Hr. A, B, and D l-50 moved.into Mier. ~rea and refoforeed t.he 
PP•e vit.h A & 1) to the north am B to t.fte s<'nitf.. t) Co corrlucted a search of 
Mml.ets (l) to the NE. Both la ~ B receiver\ hMYV tire (2) as they started 
to en.tar BOO TRI. All forces pilled hack am Artv & AR.\ ,.es called in. At 
16'+5 hrs C 2-S air assaulted to the west of tne ~e. ArtT continued 
throughout. the ni.e.ht am SP<XE!' 'lfM on station drotipimr fiares and engairlnir 
empected eftCDT locatio'M. In tfte Jl:IOrnin~ art.er a A.rtv pre~ All! B conducted 
a coordin&ted attack ()) aweepin11: thrnu.~ lHJIJJ TRI. Results of tM!! contact 
were 62 enf.111"' IIA, 30 Weftporut cartured and ~ P""1fs mr Tt> Foreea arid '){, enel'llV 
UA, 7 weapons cafk,ured am l FW by PHU Hf PF'•· U'3 losses ,,,e-e J KB enrl 
9 wn. 
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Fi~ure 2 
d. (Fi~e 3) On 3 FElbruar?" 6~, B 1-50 Infantrv reactinl!' to a timelv 

intel.ll~ence report conducte-:1. opns vie VU'H NHON Hamlet (~ ·934,,12). t-lhile 
moving into the hamlet heavv fire was received (1). The 'mit e11ll~ fo :-rtv 
and P.RA nft.erwhich they swept ( 2} the hrunlet genera.Uy we!'!t to east. 'T'he 
enany unit was identified ss the 95th Bn, 2d VC Regiment.. Results of this 
contact. was 28 enElllJ" KIA_. 15 NVAC and 26 weapons captured. US losses were 
1 US KIA and 2 US WlA. 

N 

j 1 
50f+ ~ 

PHU 

\ 
\ 

Fi~e 3 VTNR flJHC'll\T 

e. (Fiirure 4) On J-4 Feb 6q, A 1-5-, Y> 1-SO and A 2-5 (OPC@ 1-50 
Inf) conducted a coordinated atta.ck vie AN L/,C '!RY ('PRS770) t,., destrcv 
enS!lY forces located in the area. The enem -was never f:lrmlv itieriti.~e<i, 
however, thev wen believed to be e1eients of tl-ie ?.d VC Re~ent. f. ?-5 
moved by root am occupied .. he north wast sjrle of the vi1 laae (1). A 1-'>0 
npproached the villae:e r:i-an t'ie soutl-t 11.m received '"'eavv .fi-re (?.). The•r 
t.hen moved t.o the ea.stern side of the villa~e (3) run establis)\~ en FOB. 
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Artille?"I', ~A and air stri.kes were ~lled in on t"1e villa'!e ~ SPOOIT W<!.s 
on station all ni~ht. D 1-50 arri ve<l tne next morninl! and tll;i.::eri 1 plt 
OPCON A l-50; Both companies the c-mducted a... coordin~ted attack, s1·•eel':in"' 
through tho villn~e. Results Qf the contact were 82 engnv KIA and 12 wea­
pons captured. US losses were .'.32 WIA.. 

t 

FI~lRli.: 4 

P Yso Hwv so4 

~1 l 
PHfJ Mr 

f. (figure 5) Ch 12 Feb 6~, the 1st Bn 4lst .ARVH RedJ!lent made c~n -
tnct with the 93d Pn, 2d VC Regiment ne2.r VI!~ PHU 4 (BR955635). C 1-50 
was rolled in to reinforce the ARVll Bn a."'ld movoo down lM 540 am t.urni~"'. 
south into the contact area. While moving lreSt of the contact nre'l C 1-';0 
engaged r.n enmv squad (1) fleeing the contact ar_ea. The comranv tti1m moved 
to the ARVN Bn's area (2), and after soft.ening. t~ o.re;>. with &rtille-..-v ·nd 
ARA, both units conducted a coordin.,.tcd c.tU-.ck with C 1-50 ~tt . .,cking up the 
h;~hground (3) and 1-41 attacking into the low ~ound (4). Results of t>ie 
contact were 13 enemy KIA c.nd 4 wer-i.pons C!lptured .bv C 1-50 and 77 cnemvl.\KIJ; 
and 10 weapons captured by 1-41 ARV!J Re.gt. US losses were 1 Kii. :-tnd 2 ·~A. 
~m I 

C~o 

FIGURE 5 
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g. The enany' s m.".in object! ve duri n~ t,"te "Tet OffeMive" lP..S t\e 

popul.i'ted nroo. of PHU MY. However, due to <"'Uick re<>.ction to timclV int'll­
ll~ence by Allied Forces the 110ffensive'1 W!!.S n f.">ilUl'e in the }'l:RC\lf~ i.~. 
During this period the enentr suffered 307 killed, 54 <*-pt.ured Md kst. ·'" 
slll\ll al"m!J n.nd 11 crew served we.-".pons. The three main bat.+les durin~ thr. 
period nre covered in p.i.ragrnphs llc, d, e. 

12. ( C) ADMillTITRATION AND· LOOIT!'ICS 

a. The on]J' ire..1or problem or adndnistrntion lr.'\S tlie l'll~.11. Tho re -
routing of incan:ing mail through the JKR STUART AO, canhined wit.h t.lie .. ··-
essary delnys C."\Used by the Tet orrensi ve <lid appreciably slow t .. e :! .l' --

ot mnil. However, bv re-open.ine: the J~O nt LZ F.Pr.J..1SJt n.nrl the ovcrdl ·.· -­
stor:ltion or canmuiications lti't.er the offensive, adeouete service w;o.s re­
established. 

b. Lo~stfos 

(1) General. The 2d ~riv.rule TF was SllpPOrt.~ hv th" ?.d. 10M; (1 
ACD DISCOM) :md ·OV' F>ATF Lat't\roo (OJr3C) durinr( Oper,.t:.ion pm•rnn"r. II. Al­
though the oualitv or service ~nd suJ7"0rt. di.minis'1ed r3 :ct result of "· red­
istribution of FSE-FSA assets, when the l5t /J.r c..~vnll"'7 T)iv:ision nenloved 
no:-th, it had little of no effect on the conduct of c"""1bnt o'J)"!ri.tions. 

(2) Suppb'. Clnss I, Non-T<BE class II :>nd ·IV, CJ.Ass IIT, nnd 
Class V items were provided by r.rsc thr~tt the suoportino r.'51.. P.e"lupplv 
convoys tran Oui tAlon were disp.?..tche<i dl-.ilv to L~ l'PLilT nnd L7, ~GLJ'lH to 
fill unit reauirements genernted the prerlous dny. Certnin it ms on non­
TOE cln.ss II and IV were occasi01\r'.l~ in short supplv but nevf!r for rm 
extended per:iod. Shorto.~e:s were usuallv filled wit'ttin 7-10 davs. Ta.-is 
it.ems were extremely difficult to obt~..in; however, tttis was pri.-nnril,v due 
to the departure of the TJivision Class II & IV Point from fin Khe to the 
JE8 "3TU!.RT AO. To requisition needed T~ itel'llS, units hl'.d to send ti-.cir 
request to Hue-Phu Bai. /.s these items becc..me :i.vnil.able, T)J<)CO"r( w.is to 
ship the items to ur.:i.t~ in the J>m.')ll!NG AO thru thr1 supoortin,>c !'SE. Durin~ 
the 41 cl.Vs of Pm5HING ll, however, units rec13iveti no TC&E replerdshncnt 
from Division Class II & IV. 

(3) Services. FSA TF Ll'.throp provided lau.."'lrlrv l'.nd h:tth servi~cs 
for units b:!sed on LZ UPLIFT and L?: ENGLISq. These services were ~deauP.te 
to .meet the needs of ell supported ur..its. 

(4) W!.ter Point. 1\mple water supplv wt!s provirl.ed bv th0 H&S 
Co 35th Engr Bn am W<S Co l~tt . .fll"tr 1b'l for units .nt ·L7. UPLTFT'/E?-J'i.LBJ.f. 

(5) Transport.ntion. Ol-!'3C provided reciui.-etJ. truck SUl'J)Ort in 
an out.staming mnnner. 

13. (C) ffE';UL'l'S OF PJl.R.'HUPG U. 

UA lNAlvC 

Detainees 

PW lNA/VC 
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l..J,.7 7167 

7'7.l 

38/19 
I§ 

TO'l'!.IS 
104? 

106 
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Returnees lWA/vC 

Tot.nl &u11¢ Lees es 

Indiv Wpm 

Crew Served Wp\s 
Total \'.'pis 

1'.ines & Grenc.de9 

S/A AlllDO 

Lg Cal Ammo 

Rice 

Snl.t 

Aircraft Fired Ch 

Aircraft Hit 

1.:1.rcra.tt. Nonnvnble 

Aircraft Lost 

Mortar J.tt!'l.cks 

Priea!ly KIA 

Friendl,- WIA 

14. (C) CG1MAND!R9 hNALYSlB 

U5 
---0-

109 
700 

1.36 

22 
158 
236 

4483 

121 

4~ 

78 

--1 
Sl 

40.73 Tons 

.01 ton 

64 

19 

9 

3 

s 
21 

164 

TOTAIS 
22 

!Q2 
l?.79 

214 

~ 
2.39 

a. Based on 1ff1 ten months of e:;perience as :>. battalion n.nd bri."""...de 
cormnnder in the ~HING AO, the following is a list of forces I consider 
neceesary to con:iuct operations a~inst NVA err.i VC main forces elanents end 
to support concurrentl.v the GVN RD progrnm in the BQ;Jt; 50N-PHU m' area. 

'# 

Maneuver 

4 Infa.nt17 battalions 
l Air Cavalry troop 
l /.rmored Cavnlry troop 

Artiller:r 

6 ~ht bntteries 
5 medium nnd t\enw bntteries 
12 M-42 (Ousters)' 
4 M-S'> ("ua.d • SO} 
4 searehl~hts 
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1 reinforced company,· assault 11~1.tcopt.er (UH-1) 
l platoon, assault support helicopter {a.rlditirm5J. on call) (CH-!.?) 
1 CH-54 on cUl. (to displ.nce 155 howitzers of needed) 
1 GCA arrl airfield control team (LZ EN']LlSH) 
2 Hedeva.c aircraft (1 ea LZ E1'1GLISH am UPL ivr/nd~itional on call) 

Bde Control 

IPW, Cl., oB t .!8.!nS 

P97op9 team 
CA toom 
~ ?J..i.tional Police Field Forces 

ARA Support 

'PSA 
4 :&lgineer eompnniea Md 1 light eCluiP"!ent t11.."\inten~nce sectfon 
2 MP platoons 
2 EOD tenms 
2 Signal teams 

While the area can be held with less force, it woulrl 1-ie vel""' d:i ffic1•lt 
to extend GVN control, to insure re.;nforceMent of ~ heavilv enl!:" ae..\ fri endlv 
unit, and to denv the enemv entrv to t'IOpUU.tion cP.nters. 

b. The Infantry strength in the AO should not f':>.ll heJow t,l)r<>e 
battalions :ff the hrigcde is to held tlio'3e Popul .. terl ~rea.s now und-r ~m 
control er.cl to deter t"1e enemr•e plans to reil!nin n rootholrt in his olrl 
snfe MvalS. With these l:i.m:ited fore~, the c0l!'ll\!'.n1for must be crireful in 
selection or targets to exploitj esped.nllv those in the mount>'.\.inous areas. 
The weakness of ~ three bllttal.ion force, or less, li-:is in tlie possibility 
of being forcer1 to fight two or more JMjor en~n.~el'l\Cnts sil".\Ultaneouslv :>.nd 

the inn~ility to conduct n deep spoiling a.ttnck or mid on oner.TV' concen­
tratioriS. Conversely, four battalions provide adequate forces to rtt::icl( 
the en'31!Y' if he masses in his base e:re.-:.s, comuct stabilitv aper<-tions on 
the plains, reinforce isol.P..ted posta such as the CIDG Crunp at Vinh Th~h, 
and fight two large engaganents nt the same time. 

C;, .An Air Ci!.vnl.ry troop is invaluable to screen enEf!!.Y base a.!'ec~.s 
nnd infiltration routes that are beyon:i artillery range to the west. In 
addition, the troop Irovides the .::.bility for immecli -te rccction to intel­
ligence reports to include deve~opin.g the sit.u.;;.tton. bY ~ertion of :-. ~rotmd 
reconnaissance element. Our air cnvtlry troop cl.wavs 'hnr'I n P,ood shn.re of 
the brigades kills a.nd wr..s directly responsible for the initiation of m-i.nv 
of our most successful contacts. The unit effectivelv <lenies tl)P. enE!llY 
freedom or movement in open nrens durin~ davliRht nrrl provides ~rea coverriv.e 
of the AO as no other unit can. When I lost A Troop 1-9 Cavel:rv, I reor­
ganized rrq Briga.dg Aviation Platoon 1U'rl r.r..t. Batterv so M to form four Or­
ange Teams (one 0·13 e.n:1 one UHl /Jr.A ship per tea..,) to retn.;n :"n :.i1 • c.~v­
alry cai:nbilitv. 

d. Helicopter SUR>Ort. reauirements should be in excess of n re~ r!'orc<>d 
compllllY'. The abilitv to move r- rifle comparrr in one lift mu<1t hP, m,.;nt:= in<>O 
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to assist a lmit in contact er to rODct to a firm intelliP:ence rer.?rt. 'l't-u 
is eriUcnl becaUSG of the wide semra.ti('l?1 ~t.for.ce' em the inll.hilit7 to 
irovide ground reinforcement&. qui.clCl.v aue to distimce and tP.rrnin. %per­
ience ha.a shmm that 16 rdasion ready ·aasault (Ufil) N¥i l, a:ssault sul""Ol"t 
helico¢ers (CH-47) nre rr.auired on r. da.ilv hasis to support susto.ined 
operati.,M and to provide the forementioned capahilitv. In adclition, e.'lc'", 
battalion ond brigade COlllllani er., to e:x€rcise effective COlllllt...,rri P.nd col"t r...,l · 
of the coimd.tted units, must have aircreft fitted with r<'.di,,s far Ms u:ote 
on n 24 hour basis. For lo,P.stienl support ot wide spread units, eech bat.­
ta.lion must haw a rest."}>PlJ- aircraft (mo.) dur~.~ davli~ht .,ours. To s11p­
port a hea~ engaged unit or make a deep penetration rl'.id, tlo,e comnfU'ld·~r 
must M.ve the ability to displ.Ace one light nrt.illery b!ltter:r 'Jn s'·o· +, 
notice in conjmiction with a one rifie company lift. /drcra.ft, for thh: 
last cnpnbillt7., need not laager in th9 AO, but. should he Jlll!.de availahle on 
short notice. Because ot the size of the AO and the need to supPort. ~ious 
outposts it is believed tha.~ ~~~;~-~~e~~~ aircrdt must ~er 
in the AO on a 24 hour bastr." lJri · e anlrbnttalion CC helicopters, one 
flare ship, am two gun ships nt LZ ENGLISH nnd LZ UPLIFT, lllld a· r&1dy 
reaction lift or 6 mo.. Qi ven these nviation resources, thQ bri~e c"n 
effectively tight. two large engagements siml.taneons].y wit'i little threat 
to either engaged un;it. 

e. Medical evaeuation hel!.coptors on :iJlll!edbte cr.11 P.re a needed 
lite saving asset. Two aircraft are required for coverr!~e of t.,,e· J.0 and 
they are used to ahuttle woumed from the field to LZ EtJ(]Ll!lH or UPLIFT. 
Additional aircraft must ·be available to move the ·wounded fl-om P1'l?')qll!ll AO 
to Qui N"non so tl-tat 1Jnmedinte r~po:::de is maintained in the .fjeld Area. 

t. A::; &rm11red eavaln> trcop would be invaluable ae ti. road seC11ritv 
force and coult, irovido a am~ .r41act4~ eJ.~ ... e$peciaJ.ll' at ni rtht, f'or 
contacts on the plains ar vil.J.uiseS ti1.on,O: t~,., road~ Ttle artded fire power 
0£ the tmtlc AUD ill decisive in c~ntacts that l'el'UiN the enamr be due out 
ot fortitied vill.nges. · 

g. /.rt.Ulery ·support reoo!!mended tor the Pl!RSRI~'l F..D consi8t ot 
six light am a canbinction ot 4· raedium and heaw batt.'9?'1es. This .nllOllfs 
dominntion of t.'te BONG SCH Plnin,, ~ES~ENrArea.tlnd PHU }i'Y J>istrict, cov­
erage of High~ OLl but is not adequatis tor continuous covc·r~e !Jf the 1Jt 
LAO Valley. It gives the COillllander the fiexlbilitv to. JDOYe one batter¥ to­
support. an operation not in range ot the ~illen" reouired for the above 
cove"1ge or to provide reinforcing tires durin~ a hea'V'Y' contact. M-42 
(Dusters) am M-S.5 {Quad-5-•a) assist in 1'lre ·baS& security thereb;vl freeing 
maneuver troops. They can al.eo be used in contacts as aDP?"Opriatd .. · Ideally 
the PFBSI.· rNG AO should cont:.~~fl.:. l\1£~ ~~~ ~~t~6n of 7 medi'tml am 
heavy bat ;eries. With the5e resources eovorage ot the f!SJ.{'10CK, I.Ji LAO 
Valley, C!'OWS FOCJl', HAm Vnllev, rus well as the plains ·areas can be 
achieved. Artille17 could thcsn be move to comple111ent the scheme of !18neuver 
throughout tha AO. Artill.e17 t1.viat1on requirements Mve been-found to be·· 
4 tixed ving and 4 helicopters·. These aircrdt are used in fire pl..arming., 
visual reconMisaance, liaison.., and air obael"ftr missions. 

h. A 'National Police Field :Fcrce Ca!ip!U\Y' w.>uld be a l'l!Ost wJ.uabl.(f. 
rutset to operations in the P'Pll'SHmG AO. Their worth has been proved rrver 
the past ten montJts. Since the Tet Offensive,, this capehllit..v has not 
bean avsilsblia, ai't.hv:..:.~ it appenrs that cordon Md serach of· hamlets 
might now be a moat productive opor&ti6onal technio~. CO~flDENTJAL 
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1. S;nee a separotc hri1>:"de operating in the Pl!R'H{fMr: /,Q !'SSU!"es 

responsibilities normally accompl;_shed bv division~ tliere are several staff 
and special staff sections thnt reouire assistnnce. The S-?.· sect.ion needs 
IPW, CI ru1d OB teams providecfby <ilvision of IFFv to ~ocess, n.."1<".lvze, .<1.nd 
disseminate the larl'!;e ness ol many information avni.1.C'ble. ' fo :-ddition, 
because of the size of the !.O, an IP'".' screenini; point nnd CT rem-es•mtnt:5.·r~· 
to handle the informal agent nets north ~rn soUth oC tl-ie BO''r. ')~'' River 
should be maintained at both J,f; ENGLISH and 17. UPLIFT. In tlie '>-5 fieJ.d a 
psyops arrl civil affairs team is deSirable to provide ·assistance Rnrl ti:> 
coordinate the available support. 

Fm THE COMMl.NDER: 

Inclosures: 
1. Sketch PERSJITNG AO 
2. Bomidary Sketch - 20 Jan 68 
.3. Boum::iry Sketch - 18 Feb 68 
4. Bouxxla.ry Sketch - 24 Feb 68 
5. Lessons ~rned 

DI";TRIBUTION: 
2 - us:mv 

10 - IF1'"'V 
10. - lst ACD 

2 - 4th Inf Div 
2 - .3-4 Inf 
1 - 2-5 Cav 
1 - 2-7 Cav 
1 - 2-8 Cav 
l - 1-50 Inf (M) 
1 - 1-77 Arty 
1 - 2-20 Arty 
1 - 1st Bde 
1 - Jd Bde 
1 - Div /,rty 
1 - Spt Cnd 
1 - 11th /,vn Gp 
l - 227th A•m Gp 
l - 22Bth Avn Gp 
1 - 13th Sig Bn 
1 - Bth Engr Bn 
l - 15th 'l'C Bn 
B - S-J 

/s/willinm £ dem."L~ro 
-~, . ' . "' " h -11.JLLIAM r •. D:r,;~,:it-<_BRO 
~ptai.n, Info.ntl".'1' 
Adjut!\Ilt 
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1. I'l'.Er.t': Prompt re.-ction .to intelllp.enee. 

OlSCUC3SION: Dur'-1.,~ the Tet period intellipencu frrim alJ s-i11rcc, 
inclu:iin~ civillans, indiCE"ted rnaj0r troops concer.tr.tions neer PHU uy. '='d 
Brigade, in conjunction with t'NN forces, reacted ti) t~e mrire reliahle reoort.s 
by mploving troops. or, as a "'inimtn, conrluct. i ne 11.~ill.l rec"nn-" issPnce 
against all relinble reports. Due to this r~ction,· the 2d VC Re~r.ii,nt v.i.s 
soundlT defeated nnd the Tet. offdlsive fnilet;\ in th~ p;;j{~HDITT A0. 

OBSERVATION: PoJU}ation centers can be decied t!-'.? e· .·,~· 
react-ion of l!IObile forces to timely and relilJ.9le intelli.P,encE:. "L. 1·P.1-

or ensv activity must be promptly checked, at l~st by visl!~. reconrefas.<.nce:. 

2. ITW: Continuous. and_ ~e c6gl'<l:i:n~1.mpt;i.-th GVN forces. 

DISct.GSIC"N: During Operati0n P:El?">Hll!G II, clqse c-.nrl cr::ntinu.,us 
coordination was maintained -with. all GVN f"rces in the AO. .'.-Flri~de Lfoi­
son Officer was located at the 22d ARVN Division Headqu:>rters, t'l inchrle 
a "point-to-point" telephone system. Continuous· radio COJ'!Frlunic-t:i".'ns -were 
mclntained with the 4oth and 4lst :.RVN Regiments, PHU !7, HO/.I .~t.', .--nd 1..£:):.r 
HHON District Headquarters; and_ the- US and VN.Specitl f,,,.ces per·v·nnel d 
HA TAY·a;1d VINH THI.NH, ·respectivel,v •. In additi011, Br:igcrle por3f'l11r!el m~de 
frequent li.e.is,,n visit.a. DUe tll this clos·' Unison, timelv int-elli~ence 
~ould be ncquired. from all mrl.ts in the /.0 -~n:l CO!'!lbined oper,..tir-ns -pl:mned 
ruxl executed without dela.v. 

OBS!RV!TION: C1cise' aJJCi cont-inuous :)..faison must be maint-":1ned -..rith 
all C'.wropri;ite GVN, Jl.RVN--nirl al lied forces to insure prol>'!r c..,or<li..;.-7.ion 
and effective reacti9n. 

3. l'l'm.f: The l..ir ~vnlry and Yiechrurl.zed Infa.ntM- CO":!bine'i '.r:ns 're-:-n. 

DISCIBSICN: Wit..h tlie nttachment of the 1-5'1 Inf:>nt:r 'htt.~linn ... o 
the 2d Bri~de, a ~eat deal more· firepower became avl'ilable. tTsfn.,. !"·'""' 
air cavalry conc·:?pt of aerial recohnaissnnce ~nri i:mrner,...us :>ir assaUl.ts, t '-i<> 
memy was found run fixed, the mech~nized in.fc>.ntrv W!.s t:.i€!'1 anploved t-:: 
finish the enel!IV', using its greater firepower. 

OBS"RV.'.TION: The mobility- of the nir cava1" and the firepr,-1-1er or 
mechanized infantry c.:1n be verv effectivel.v empltJV~d together. It ; s rcc­
oomended thc>.t- at least one Mechanized Infantcy Battalirm he p:;nnar.entlv at­
tach~ to an Air Cnvalry Di vi$ion. 

4- l!'E)(. ARA controlled by the Direct Support /,rti.llcry Battalion • 
• 

DJScrnSION: Direct Support Artillery- channels were used to prr,vide 
/Utt. support to inf3Iltey mrl.ts. This prO'ITed better than the previ'>uslv usoo 
system of requesting missj_'>tls through· the /-RI. Bn. Response ti"1e for fire 

· missions were reiuced since they were ~t directlv t.., tr.e ,w. Rat terr, 
instead of passing through an interr.iedfate headqunrters_. 

OBS:ERV/.TION: Fire missions ahould be ptissed dfrectlv fr'"Yr'! t.hG ts . 
Bn to the ,".RA Batterv w>ien ever they are c0llocaterl. in -0r responsible L" •• 

the same AO. 
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S. I'fEM: The armed reeon:-.aissaneo- mission ean be effectivelv acce-. 

pllahed bv wd.np.; OM s~"ut ship (OHOJ3 or OH06) and tme ~ ship (eit'·~:· 
with H-.3 or M··'-1 gystem). 

DISaBSION: Wilen !i. 'l'roo.,._, l-9th d~rt.ed the AO, it ~e recoamend~. 
by IRA that "0ra.n;ce T&Ml9 11

, mrule up of one OH-1.3 and one 'L'lf-1 Antled with 
the K-.3 system11 per!om the function nonrallv done bT the 1.-i-t'i. Ttte CH-11 's 
were from the brigade aviation pl.Btoon and ~ Btrv _, f\?.d Artv. It 'M'l.S felt 
b7 the pilots that an Or8nge Tf4m Jllade a most effective c'"'ilbinsti"l't !:or 
!ind,ing and attackin~ the enarq. Two 011-l3 1s wnrk.i.nq: as "'· SC'lut te1>:1t esi.n 
find targets_, but do not have the firepo\Jer ti'.' fix or dest.MV tnP. en.nv. 
Thev cannot engage bunko1'8. 'lOl." open .1unda cnnow. Two J!Unsh1:ps ~ ),..•.-: ~ 
together have th8 tirc"powur, but laek t~ maneuverahil-itv, ano the· visiL', 
of the OH-13, therefore missin~ manv ?f the tar~e-~s. Tacticallv, the Cranoe 
Teim proddes the eombinntion ot tlnding ud s!m.U:teneousiv en~dniz the 
tnrget. A Pink Team of one OH-1.3 and cne RUI\ ship witti_tbe Jl-21 is best 
for troops in the open. /.n Oro.n.'(e Teal!l of one scout. .ah1p am '"lne ~un ohip 
with the M-.3 or siirllar svatefll is beet when ene.,unterin~ f,.,rtified positions. 
With eight /ltA ships available dnily, it was possible to have 2 /RA sections 
and 4 Ornnge Teams. When Mi'>re !JU. secti".'ns were needed, they were pulled 
fran the Orange Team. It was necess3I"Y t,., keep a llaism section of one 
officer and one RTO nt the Bri(Jlde TOG to coordinate the Or~n~e Tcn"llS. 

OBS!RV,\TIO.rl: 0, reermnaissance Missi ..,ns, Pink Tearis sh"ulr1 be e":­

ployed when troops in the open are antic.trnted and Ore.ntre Teams when fm-t­
ified or covered p?siti"lns are anticip.-!t.ed.· /.J.so_, when an NU .. ~at.terv is 
collocated with a Brigade l•viation Platoon, Orange Teans shoulrl be fm•ned 
ciepending on the availability of J\P..A aircraft, to perf"m reconnaissance 
llliesions a~st lmown eneJ17 locations. 

6. rrEM: Conbat~ enemy fl)rces in a cave-roek pile co""'lex. 

DlSCtSSION: 

a. EC-ientr ard Terre.int '~"ha terrain was marked with larv.~ black 
granite boulders with natural vo~;etati~n on tne per.frlett.r.- Tran net .... ·".'rks 
ran up end dawn the mountain slo;...,, not laterallv. T~ils tli,.t were well 
used nnd ensil.y seen from the .,rc-und were not bnohv t rn,.,,.,erl. 't'he,.e wns 
alwnys n vn.ter source neo.rbT f.hl\t ~s difficult to cteteet fr".,,. t'ie :>ir ".'nd 
to trace through the rocks tr~ the ground. A sJl'tl.ll vill~v.e ,ro,s within one 
kilometer of the rick pile nrea. F.nem'7 positions were "'it..,in ?.00 Mete!'S of 
the vnlley noor. Ene;q usuillv eonce."ltrnted 1n n SJ!V'll nre:i ,.,f t,,e totril 
rock complF.iX, possible for contr"'l purposes. ~ernv eser'l"l"\8 i:outes wer.e nlonl7 
the contours of the mountain, not up nm down the trc.ils. .ttierrrr escapes 
were us~ nttempt.ed 2000-2100 hrs, 2400-0100 hrs, ~id 05JO-Of,15 hrs. ?Jo 
security r:ensures were observed. No ~unag1ng of personnel w11.s observed. 
Fresh feces were fourrl arouni enemv positi0ns wl\ich Pl"ovi1ed ~n excellent 
means to detect routes or ene!l'l'f nove1:1.ents. This wcs one of the first in­
dications ot eneJl'W positions. F.neny we~pons were believect not; to be cocked 
and loaded on initial contnct. Thev- used rock tapping "r voice f'">r inner­
defense CCllll'lllllienti?ns, nnd proved unwilling to use Chi-Com .,,..s l".tsks when 
CS was used. 

b. rrtend~ 1'.ctiviti£>S: Fire team security w-s· posted 100 cl"'r-roes 
nround the enerv positions. One security el~ent was pl."lccl\ in t.._.o re.".;· 0f 
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eneh pletoon. Twr> rine plnto(')ns w.~re posit.bnelt ori tl-ie r"e1<:s w:lth tme 

rifle platoon,, weapons pl:-tocn and CornprulY Hrodouarters nctinP.; ns R~F nnd 
on standdmm in tJ1e co~ FOB. ·Rifle fire wc>.s used "111Y when US lives 
were endangered. Pt-26 isrenades produced thP. "lost. casu~lt-1es. i;:renatles ,. ... r · 
c.1.so used to stun the enE!'!Y, thereby mak1n~ thm More re~~;tive t.o ~YCi --~. 
C-4_ was used in no less then ten pound bl.,c1<s. · F,,r area illUMinP.ti-~n sp:,:__.:·' 
wns the most etfecti ve followed bv ~11!1'n 1'10rtnrs., l 'i5 /.:rt..r {!FtVN) :i.nd 105 
J.rty (US). For troops worldn~ in the rockv sre:is. tl-ie fl"lllowir>a- ~u:lment, 
was considered the 1'1i.Ii-lmun e5Sentinls: steel helmet, wea.JY'n witl-i ma1>adne, 
extra magazines and '1and l!renades. Tl-ie other ~e"r tr->S nl;•ceri in ,. !'Jecurfl 
area. This provided tor easv "IOVement of tr..,,...oo. nr.,unrl t.l-1,. ~,. ..... 'lr · - , .• 
Protective 1ackets were usert bv the securitv ele.,,,ent ll:!"'l"l'.tr." 
It !s c"nsidered best to take PW's durin,c:? davli~ht si.nce ni .. '1i. c-•l"". 1 '••1.; 'r.'·.·v-;s 
too risky for 1'riendly troops. !'3cot.>t aircrt' ft. arc best usFrl 1nrin,,. in:ltial 
contact.., th.-eret>.fter they are too loud to he effective. niesel fuel poured 
into eave areas needed td bd MXbtl ·w:tth' a more nrurmable substance t·) be 
completely ef.fect:.ive. A'Unit shouirl mO.int:rln 1.:me-half rlav''"l lo:.d of ¥-7°, 
K-26 and c'lncussi'm ~enades in the FOB nnd hnve one nieht •s supPly (350) 
rounds of SJ.mm illU!'d.nati()n on hand in th~ event of JY.>"r .flvin'! weather or 
in the event artillery fire camrit be obtni."led. •'-2JJ ~narles have pr,.,vP.Ci 
more effect-ive at nigt .t then C'lncvssion gren:irles. 'l'wo 8lm M,..,rtars were 
utilized for illU111.inu.tion, H&I fires and mortar ari>ushes. l.~ress:ive v,,1-
unteers worked on the rocks during daylight and 1~0 fo·~t ropes witli ~appl~~ 
hooks were used to retrieve equit>Ment fr,.,n the caves. 'follow p:lint wns used 
to mark danger areas for troops and to identify the tnrget from the air. 
Extra "C11 rations were issued to the men f..,r c,,nslll!!ption at night while 
everyone w~s alert • 

OBS'JiltV!TICN: 2-.5 Cav ec.mucted successful ROCX Pil.ll'..- C~ve cor:Plex 
operations aP,ainst NV/, forces in the NUI MIEU Moi.mtains (l3R 9<175). 

7. IT™: Rear ~ecuritv on Tact! cal ffnrch es • 

Dl'SCU5'>ION: Recentlv an mrlbus'lt force .11.ll'll'ed on t,.., a. r~:vl rit. the 
rear o.f a platoon on & tactical March £1.nrl .firE!'l. 30-40 ro~s f'rori aut0~tic 
weapons. The· rear securitv eleT11ent was witliin 100 Meters o_f' t.he TI\"\in brvrr. 
They had not dven constant ohs"'rvr-ti·m t,... the rear, .':.s n re'3ult, +he }:><it 

soldier was killed insb.ntl.v anci two ot'iers in tlie ~-in hoov ~·ere wni.mrlf'd. 
Harl the proper securitv me~sures been follm-re<i, the rtt.gcl(: el"lul-'1 li"Ve hP.er. 
abort.Erl. 

OB-'.>!!RV:,TICN: Rear securitv must \.ie plac~ far en..,uoli to the ~"r ~f 
the col\J!'IJl to provide securitv for the, l'l1c'1in lvvlv. T>iis ele...ent "IU~t C"'n­
stantly observe to the-~ar','l:iotti"f:tr"'t'1eir pr'ltect.i--n nnri f',.,r t.-..... .. t nf tlie 
ll'tlin body. Security plJlce<l too ci()se" to the !'!lrtin bodv C:>n result in in forv 
to the !'!lain bodv as well :is t'1e security elenent. 

8 0 lTE)I Dug-in defensive p')Sftions in a C'lfllpaJJ'7-Size Ft"R. 

DJSCf~~ION: The practice of not di~e;in~ in defensive posit i.".ns h:1s 
caused nU"lernus caaual:ties fr0111 eneJ!!V fire. Not only should the fi~tinit 
positi :-ns be well prepared but a.ls0 other shelters 1"\Ust be dul! t0 ke<?P the 
soldier below the l'lvel of 1?r:mm while sleerin~. Keepin2 the bonv bcl-~-1 
the ground level miniMizes ln.1uries c.'.lUSed by nrirtars. 1'f-79 1s ~en<i:les nnrt 
small artr6 fire laming in arrl near the cor.ipnny FOB. 
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CONFIDENTiAL 
OBSERV/.TIO"d: Defen:n ve positi ~s Arrl sleeping shelters 1n the ~ 

p&rJT rm must bft dW( in,, in all cir~o.nces, 

-DISClBSI<Jh The majorit7 or erte!ltV' movement tnke.s plaee nt· ni~lit. 
Hawver, due to la.ck rit vicibilitv and sub.aeauent control prohleMS, be is 
very susceptible to night sni>ushes. 'l'he ?.1 Rri~-te en1.,,..Cfi izreat. success 
with night operations am seri-,,uslT dama~ed E:nE!'?T resuPrlT acthiths. rn 
particul.t>r, the 211 Battalion, 8th Cavalry comuctett n~"'U8 8UCCe<iSful: 
night ari>ushea, resultin<P in 20 eMl'l'W' KIA. Thev used no new t.el!lmi""'t!t:lS. 
other than care~ pl.Amir~ anrt executinw their nr.eraU,.·ns "b'1 the loc!C'. 
Jfithert'-> en.1ovin~ canpllrt.e f'r"ed"'1 of l!l"'Vement ilU?"irut the ni&'\t, the l!.f>Ot'"/ 
•s pl.aceri in dire atraits as his avenues of tac:tictl nm lod~t i cal. mr.v~ 
ment wc-6 denied Mm. 

OOS:i<RV•TI~: N:l~ht timbushes,, when J.'l"'ner1v c"rructei, can he verv 
effecti Ve in restr-lctin~ ErUSf!J' JU:tivitv o 
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' Confidential 
HQ, OACSFOR, DA, Washil'lgton, D.C. 20310 U...G-
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•· "CPO .. T TtTLa 

Combat After Action Report - Op PERSHING II, 2d Brigade, lst Air Cavalfy Division 

•. oa.•c .... TtV~ NOT••~., ........ ..,-~, ...... , 20 Jan - 29 Feb 1968 
Experiences of unii: en1?.a2ed in counterinsurR.encv ooerations. 
'I. AU TMOt"St (,INI -· alllrdfe .... , .... la•I ...,_., 

co, 2d Brigade, 1st Air Cavalry D"lvision 
a ...... 19'0lllT DAT& 7a. TOTAi. NO. OF PACCS r .. NO. OF" REP'I 

26 March 1968 26 
... CO"rii1Tfl4CT 0 .. GJIANT NO. .... O"ICIN.'\TOlllll•S Rl::POAT NUMAER15' 

... ,. .. o.ttCT NO. 68X051 

c. N/A N.. OTNt: .. Rt:PO .. T NOCSI (Aly .a...,......,,.,. flt•t OWJ' ..... ,.,,...., ,,., . ..,,..,, 
fl. 

10. D1ST'"9UTtON 9YAYCN~NT 

I I. 1U~IPL.MCNT&9'Y NOTl:S 12. SPOH$0JlllllNG MILfTA"Y ACTIVITY 

N/A OACSFOR, DA, Washington, o.c. 20310 
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the following itcn.are rec:irJJDended for inclusion in the Lef'Sons Learned 
Index: 
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* Subject Title: A short (one sentence or phrase) description of the item 
of intere~t. 

** FOR O'l 2D # Appears in the Reply Reference line of the Letter of Trans­
mittal. This number !!:!.!!, be accurately st.ated. 

***Page I That page on which the item of interest is located. i 
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