" AFFENDIX D TO INCLOSURE

SUBJECT: AFTER ACTIUES REIORT - TET OFFENSIVE FO FHU MY DISTRIE_’I"

. 1. (U) OFEXiTIUN: PERSHING II

2. (U) PEKICD COVERED: 31 January 1968 - 4 February 1968,

3, (U) LOCATICN: Phu My District, Binh Dinh Frovince, RVN.

4, (U) COM4ND HQ: 1st Bn (1), 50th Inf, ist Adr Cav Div,

5.. (U) REIORTING OFFICZR: Lieutenant Colonel Cheney L. Bertholf Jr,
Commanding Officer, lst Battalion (Mechanized), 50th Infantry,
tst Alr Cavelry Division.

6., (C) TiSK (RG.NIZATICH:

310800 Jan - 311730 Jan 4, B & D Co 1/50 (C Opcon 2/8,
A Opcon 2d Bde UFLIFT). '

311730 Jan - 020714 Feb 4, B, 1/50'

03 Feb B 1/50, Elements lst Dn 41lst ARVR
.4 ¢o 1/50, D 1/50, h 2/5.

7. (€C) GUPPORTING FORGES:

24 Bde Aviation E Btry 7/15 irty L1st ARVN Regt
B Btry 7/13 irty G Co 227th fvn Bn Regional Forces
A Troop 1/9 Cav 15th Med Bn of Fhu My Dist
2/20 Arty LRA " 1 Co 8th Ingr

'8, (C) * INTELLIGENCE:

e, The enemy!s offensive on Fhu My District Headguarters ;
was the locel effort in the nation wide coordinzted Tet Offensive. In -
spite of this fact, no informetion concerning the offensive wes made
aveilable to our tactical units prior tv the fact. In this Battalion,
virtually all cnery information was obtained from the advisors to 4ist
«FVi. Hegiment and Thu ly District. This intelligence begnn to {iow in
only after the enemy had quite blatantly moved, in force, to within
striking distznce on three sides of the district Headquarters of Fh My,



b, On the nights of 29 and 30 Jon, the enemy first
projected his intentions with mortsr horrassment and limited ground : v

probes of Fhu ly District and, to a lesser degree, of List AliVi :
Loopd ” H - . R
Kegimentzl Hq e w WY (;

c. O the morning of 31 Jon, the enemy night activittes LA} & ¥
continued into the doy und it eppeared to the Fhu ky District advisor & 4 oy R
thet he was zbout to reccive a deylight ground attack, Civiliens were ¢ X <
eveewting several hamlets around Thu My. it 0755 31 Jan, the road S <

3oV
between 1Z Uplift and Thu My was closed to ncn-tactical traffie. - \J\ + q/
AL

d. & Fopular Forces ratrol rade contact t_with.an emergy.
force, unknuwn size, moving towszrds Ihu My,.at Tan a%ﬁ)
the 1st Bn (¥), 50th Inf beg2zn deploying its forces in preparaticn to
deliver yet ancther disaster to the eneny.

9. (C) MKIS-ION: To fix and destroy in turn the ensty clements
roised for an attack on Thu ¥y Dictrict.

10. (C) OCUNCESIT OF OrEniTIUNS: Using intelligence gathered ty
Victnomese forces, 1/50 Mech and several airmcbile cermpenies will preeopt
the cnery intention te win a grezt victory at Fhu My,. Cnece located by
LoV, IF znd FF saturaticn p"trols » the encmy will be fixed in place ty
mochinized farces, prerared by artillery, ~li and Tactiecal hLir. Vhere
possible, encmy ccncentrations will be oncirelod by eirmebile troeps to
preclude the eneny's fleeing in the Jace cf the inevitatle crushing
mechanized attack, This encirclenent effort will be comp Iimented by -
carefully planned and cocrdinated artillory tlocking fires, illm-.ir.z‘.ticn
znd greund surveillonce. Iriority of supjorting fires goes to units in
contxct. -

11, {C) EECUIIOH:

2., General: Ls the situaticn developed, the snery wis to
be located in three separate yrositions in turn around the Fhu My District
Hq, In each cass, initizl intelligence was geined by Vietnamese units,
and mechonized wunits were repidly moved to the scens. In cach case, the
enomy, once located and fixed, was prepared by supporting arms, then
ruthlessly reducad by a vi..lt.nt nechenizod attack.

b, Manuever:

(1) The first of the three enccunters tock place to
the N.3. of Thu Yy,

a., at 1045 on 30 Jan the Ju.tt. licn was notified
that the Ub Ferces had terminated the Tet truce effective 0945 thzt day.
nlthough the rattzlicn had no *hoard" intelldigence concerning enemy locaticne,
availsble cimpanies were doployed on Seerch eand Clear operaticns without
significant findings.  Might locations were, as prescribed by CO, 2¢ 3dw,
nesr Rt 1, north and south of LZ Uplift, During the night, the enemy
cunducted varicus indirect weapons attecks and probes.
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b. On tho mcrning of 31 Jan, 1/50 egain doployed
two Mech companies on gener:l search and clocr missions with no firm
intelligence of pinpeinted enemy locaticns, At 0850, Thu My District Hg
reperted that z Fopular Forces patrel w2s in contact t¢ the R.E, of fhm
My District at Tan .in (SR 928691). .n 2erisl sccut term was irmediately .
requested nnd dispatched to Fhu My. 3 ~nd D Cotls were directed to
imnediately move towards the reported centeet, Ly 1100 btoth weye in
resiticn south and merth cf Fhu My on hizhwey 1 respectively, D Co
was directed to move east to the northern edge of Tan .n, end to
swoop S.W, to fix the reor of the cnemy foree sethered to attack Phu My,
Co ¥ 1/50 wes held at L%z Crystal and cirected to reccnnoitre & cownter
atteek route ervund the N.E. of Thu My. .t 1236, Co D 1/50 arrived at
the ncrthern end of Tan An and began ite swesp in 2 scuth westerly
diructicn. Centact was made with an gstimoted enemy company as the Co
cffected its turn, (See Sketch 1) : ,

¢c. liequest wes immedintely made to CO, 24 Ede
for the release of Co A 1/50 from base defense of LZ Uplift. Co 4
meved to the right flank of Co D and Co B moved to the South side of
Zinh Tri (ER 912678) where contzct wal elso made immedintely., During the
movement of both companies, 8%, 155 and AR\ were used extensivaly on
beth Ten An and Binh Tri hamlefs. The enemy force was then estinated
to be in battalicn strength, Yhile Co B contained the enemy to the
south gide of 2inh Tri, C¢ & 2nd D lounched a simultaneuus atteek to
the S.W, thrcugh Tan in, Co D asttacking on the left continued to
encounter stiff resistance from 8 well entrenched encrmy ermed with many
eutomatic and anti-tank weapons., Co o encountered syroradie resistance
tnd meved tw the northern edge of Binh Tri, Throughout this zetion,
teams from the 1/9 Cav ond the 2d Ile Scout secticns were invalushble
in screwning the flanks and rear of the sttacking companies where an
undeternined, but significant number cf snipers were engaged end
eliminated, Cf perticulsr merit were the cutstrnding zetiuens of
Lt Mauldin, Bde Sccut teen lcadsr whe continued to agzressively screen
even aftor his H-13 wes hit several times, Co D elimineted the enemy
resistance, but was prevented by derkness from concducting a therough
relice of the contact area, and cculd positively identify only 5 NV
KIA prior to moving back to 1Z Uplift for security. Enrvute to Uplift,
1/9 Cev gunships flying overhead cover for Co D received fire at
coordinates IR -9207CL. Ketwrned fire caused two sceopdary exrlosizns
and an enemy assessment of 5 KLi, :Meanwhile s cirlifted to
Thu My District Headquerters and wes integrated intc the defenses to
the right. i end B Co's set ur north and scuth of Binh Tri. Spooky
provided illunination and highly effectivs blocking fires thrcughcut the
night.

d. During the night, toth i and B 1/50 engaged
small greups of enemy attenpting to esccpe frum the henlet, /Also during
the night, LZ Crystzl and Phu My District were probed and mortared from
the south and west. JApparently, the m2in sttack on Hhu My was t¢ have
ccie from Binh Tri where the enemy was being held and reduced by the
cenbination of Mechanized Units and Spocky,
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e, The plan for the final attoeck on Dinh Tri was
fir to block along the western side of town while 4 and § poved
on & threugh frum eost to west, This was completed by noon 1 Feb,
The units chcountered only sperafic ecentact as they swept through the
‘homlet. Thu My District rerurted that 100 VO with many WIA had retroated
+o PR 9406 iy 2ir strike wasz requestcd and delivered te that locaticn, |
B 1/50 and\ C 2/5/were diverted t¢ scarch the arca from the nerth to south,
while Co & 1/50 policed the battle arce. B 1/50 engaged and killed 1
HVi vwhu in turn killed threc of his wumrades with a grenade intonded
for his exvcutioners, )

f. The following is a brea!odown of cnemy and

fnendly lusses fcr the Tan in/Dinh Tri contact:
B2y FRIGNILY

KL 42 . 1
WYIa o 1 7
¢cL. = 1 -
s/ - 29 ’ -
C/5 WiNS - -

(2) Following tho contsct at Dinh Tri, Co B cunducted search and
cloar operoticns tc the Ezst of Zinh Tri. Intcllizence had rorcrted an
cnemy force in Trung Thanh, but the diy of 2 Feb netted no findings.

Co a wes deployed to the North of 1Z Uplift end likowise netted nothing.
4 visit with the ccmmonding officer, List /iRVE yiclded intelligence indi-
cating & Reginent cnemy On vicinity DR 946623. A rlen wes agresd upon.
Frem 41st ARVN, twe Bn's respoctively were to cunduct dismcunted swecys
towards the cbjective frum Bast and lest respectively while one Mech Co
weuld sirultaneccusly ‘swcer down frum the Herth ond establish a tlock en
tha Morth. (See sketch Mep 3)

. 8« At OT45 3 Feb, Co B moved towerds its assigned objective
epd ‘was in rositicn et 1025, it 1047, 1st Bn List iRVN clements reperted -
contact with an enecy force ¢f unknewn size in Vinh Mohn, TR 940610,
Immediately, Us Artillery wes dirccted cn the clearly visible cnamy frem the ©
1/50 CC helicopter. Co B was muved E.st to = osition directly MNorth of ths
ency sighting. The 41st .Vd cxecutive cfficer w2s picked up in the 1/50
CC, 2nd a joint attack was courdinated and initicted by Co B at 1202 hrs. ~

b. Vithin 20 minutes, Cu 3 had located and engeged several
enery squeds dug in on the liorth side of town, bHhile the ARVE wero initial-
ly guitc invelved in the attack, they withdrew prior tc its completion,

A
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€. Cu D sufferad scveral cacucltios during the initial phases
of the attzck. o8 the Compony recched the s uth edge of town it enevun-

terod on enedy which had been scettered ond ecnfused by the intinsive and
sccurate .rtillery fircs which had Leun adjusted by the 1/50 CC helicoptor,

d. The fullewing is o break down of cnemy and friendly losses
fecr the Vinh lhon enpagencnt:

ENY B
KL: 21 1
WIa 3 ‘ 1
CL. S 18 -
Y 21 -
C/S WENS 5 -

(3) Before Co 2 had finishod oxrloiting the town of ¥inh Kohn,
the third sidc of Fhu ¥y District was threatened, and another clenment of
1/50 Inf (¥) was called into acticn to climinzte this menace, it 1253 on
3 Feb, two Icpulcr Forces rlotoons made centact with on estimated KV.. Bat-
talion 2t EL87€703. Co 4 1/50 was releascd frem its bridge security mission
and besen maoving towards the contoet zree at 1449, .t 1503, Co 4 2/5 wes
race OICUR to 1750 and was directed to begin moving to the ecntect nrea
cn foct, with the mission of Llocking ¥V of the hamlet to impede the escere
of the enemy feree into the mountains.:

a, at 1728 s Co & advancing from the south side of the hamlet
wos heavily cngoaged with a well 2rmed ang mumerieally supericor enemy vhich
was dug into the hedgs roews on the 2dse of the hamlet itsdf,

b. Co & broke cuntact in minutes tnd bzcked cne hundred meters
to allow for artillery, 2ir strikes and orgenic fires, LFOUKY w2z ruqussted
and confirmed for 1900 arrival,

c. With dzrkmess closing in, Cc & 1/50 was directed to move
tc the 5,E. of the hamlot and A 2/5 wos dirccted to block in place, This
cunfiguration was favored by thc terrczin; the tcwm wes on a finger run-
ning N.W. - S5.Z. with p2ddy tc the North and South. Thus, the two compznies
viere rosdily chle to centain the three breakout cttempts which occured rsricr
tc SIOUKY'S arrivel, .

d. Throughout thc night therc were various cttenpts to brock-

vut, primarily to the Nd cf the hamlet, Tllumination and blocking fires
from S10CKY agzin proved invaluabl:,
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€. Thu plan for the 4 Feb attock wos to yropare the objective
arsn with Toctiezl air cad artillery rrior to the main cffert of A 1/50

from the S.W. Co D 1/50 was rived into the S.W, wdse to supjort by fire,
The attack begon ot 0523, .

f. As Cc . 1/5D zdvanced, 21l three cumianies cxe under
hervy eircct and indircet firc. #11 three sustained easucltics, but Co 4
1/50 continucd to advonce te the S.E. vdge of town where it conme under with-
ering cutcmotic and enti-tank woipons fires, As Co i 1/50 advenced, a
lerge enemy force atterpted te breck cut to the KW, This attumpt wes
rezdily syciled by a well dug in o 2/5., .

: E. ot 1106 2 1/9 C2v gunship wes shet down by cnomy fires,
{nly the rapid recction of the lersonnel Carriers of Co A s&ved the crew,
Co ats 4¥Cls rushod ..cross tho opern p2ddy North of the objective arca to
th: rascue of the crew of the stricken helicopter, Seconds after the crew
were vicked wp, the helicopter burst into {lames,

) h. Additional Tac .dr end irtillery were omployced cgeinst
the cnomy and Co i wes directed to szoin cttack N throurzh the town, then
to cort wheel right and euntinuc te the North with Co D elong side once
the turn to the Korth hed been cumploted. This manedver was flawlessly
exceuted by the two campanies, and in Lee Dong (4) had fallen to the 1/50
by 1525 heurs. {(Sow sketeh 5

i, Tho fellewing is e break <own of wneny -nd friendly losses.
2t an Lee Don (4):

JOVTE N § Us

. . KI& . 78 -
WL - 32
¢Ia . -
s/ 7 -
C/s \WiKs L -

12, CORCLUSIuH

° " a, In 5 cays operstions in 3 scparate contacts, éompanies 4Ly B,
~nd¢ D of 1/50 successfully proempted the locnl cnunyts effort to overrun
and occury l'hu My District Headouzrters, :



”

b, Resumo of losscs:

KL: 139 2
CLi 19 -
Wl 4 LO
s/A 57 .-
¢/3 WIHs 9 -

13. COMANDIR'S RESUME: This series of contact gave 1st En 50th Inf
an exeallont oprortunity to excrecise its full cepebilitics to ths maxiram,
Their cverwholming fircpower was once 2gcin usod as the main punch with
gismounted clomcnts being used to fix end contein the enemy. srtillery,
Tactical adr ARA and §POUKY were successfully integrzted into the scheme
in’'each case, Of particuler importance in these engajements weos the man-
ner in which the Allied Units producced the sound, hard intelligunce on which
the unit was ablc to react swiftly and decisively. N

=74 #xﬁiﬁl’/ S
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Cl-EIw‘Yﬁj DERTHALF JR
Lioutenznt Colonel, Infantry
Commanding
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1100-1400 31 Jan
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SKETCH MAP 2
1400-1830 31 Jan
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SKETCE MAP 3
3 Feb 68
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1/50 Mechanized Infantry actions during TET
taken from 1/50 MI webpage http://www.ichiban].org/index.htm

29-30 Jan 68

In violation of the Tet Truce, Phu My District Hgs receives mortar fire and limited ground
probes, as does the 41st ARVN Regimental HQ at LZ Crystal. At 1045 on 30 January, the 1/50
(M) Infantry Battalion was notified that due to enemy action, the Tet Truce was terminated
effective 0945.

31 Jan 68

The 1/50(M) battles NVA enemy which had moved in force during the Tet Truce to within
striking distance on three sides of the Phu My District Headquarters. 0850 Popular Forces patrol
in contact N.E. of Phu My at Tan An BR928691. B and D Companies 1/50 were directed to
immediately move to the contact area. Both companies were in position by 1100 north and south
of Phu My on Hwy 1. At 1105 D Co. was directed to move east to the northern edge of Tan An,
and to sweep S.W. to fix the rear of the enemy force gathered to attaack Phu My. D Co. made
contaact with an estimated enemy company. A Co.was released from base defense at LZ Uplift ,
and joined D Co.s right flank. B Co. 1/50 moved to the south side of Binh Tri (BR 912678)
where contact was also made immediately. A & D 1/50 launched a simultanous attack on the
estimated enemy battalion. Co. D attacking on the left continued to encounter stiff enemy
resistance from a well entranched enemy armed with many automatic and antitank weapons. D
Co. eliminated the enemy resistance and later moved to LZ Uplift for base security. A & B 1/50
stayed for the night at the contact area.

1 Feb 68 '
The final attack on Binh Tri by A & B 1/50 met only with sporadic fire. The
enemy lost 42 soldiers KIA in this encounter. We Tost one soldier KIA and seven wounded. 29

weapons were captured.

2 Feb 68

1047. 41st ARVN elements make contact at Vinh Nohn, BR940610. B Co. 1/50 moved to a
position directly north of the enemy sighting. A joint coordinated attack was initiated by Co. B at
1202 and within 20 minutes engages several squads dug in on the north side of the town. The
enemy lost 21 KIA in this action and 21 small arms and S crew served weapons were captured. B
Co. suffered one KIA and one WIA.

1253. Two Popular Forces platoons made contact with an estimated NV A battalion at
BR878703. A Co. 1/50 was released from bridge security and moved to contact area at 1449.
1728. A Co. engages a well armed and numerically superior enemy dug in the hedgerows on the
edge of the hamlet. A/2/5 Cav. (OPCON 1/50) was directed to block NW of the village. Called in
artillery and stayed there for the night.

4 Feb 68

D/1/50 sent in to support A/1/50. Coordinated attack by the three companies, all three companies
came under heavy direct and indirect fire. At 1106, a 1/9 Cav gunhip was shot down by enemy
fire. A Co. APCs rushed across the open paddy to rescue the crew of the stricken helicopter.
Seconds after the crew was picked up, the helicopter burst into flames. Co. A and D 1/50 were
directed to again attack NW through the town, then to cartwheel right and continue to the north.
This manauver was flawlessly executed by the two companies and An Lac Dong (4) had fallen to



the 1/50 by 1525.

Enemy losses were 76 KIA and eleven weapons captured. No friendly losses in this encouter but
32 U.S. personnel were wounded. Total U.S. losses for all three encounters 3-4 Feb 68 were 2
KIA and 40 WIA, while total enemy losses were 139 KIA, 19 CIA, 57 S/A and 9 C/S weapons
captured.

5 Feb 68

In successive battles, the 1st Battalion (Mechanized), S0th Infantry, Ist Cav Division had leaned
on the enemy and completely defeated elements of the 22nd NV A Regiment and the 2nd VC
Regiment.



