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1. (U) Name of Operation: OPERATIC»N PEGASUS

TR S I

2, (U) Date of Operation: 310801H Har c8 to 15080(1-! Apr 68

3. (U) Location: Northwest qna.drant or Quang Tri Province, ICTZ

_ Pronaional Corps Vietnam

5., (U) Major Unit Coxmnandorw i

s

a, Provisional Corps Vietnam' ~ .- LTG William B, Rosson
b, Provisional Corps Vietnam Artillory ‘BG-Lawrence H. Caruthers, Jr,
c. 1st Cavalry Division (Aimobile) MG John J, Tolson IiI

[
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Military Intelligence Det (Prov)

31st Military History Det
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVIIMH
SUBJECT: Combat Operations Acter Action Report (RCS MACJ3~32)(K-1)

(1) Lttached:

559th Engr Det (Terrain)
172d Engr Det (Utilitioa)
7:,.9924:7C Co (CAR)(-). S e

(2) Area Support:

63d Signal BEn R T I
Aviation Co (Prov) « -7 - UL RS
Co A, 504th MP Bn

b, Provisional Corps Vietnam Artillery

HHB, Corps Artillery
lOBtertpr(-) A
2d Bn, 94th Lrty (175 Gun)
8th B, 4th Arty (175 Gun) (-)
1st Bn,. 4ith Arty (AW)(GS)§ <)
Btry G, 65th Arty (M55) )

c. 1st Ca.vu.lry Divisicn (Alnnobilo
'(l) lst Bde . | |

lst R’l Bth Cav
. 1st. Bn -12th Cav, - .. .
24 Bn, 19th Arty (105 How) (DS)
B Btry, 1st Dn, 30th Arty. (155 How)
A Co, 8th Engr Bn (DS S)

« :r:2 Sqds, 25th Inf Plat. (Scout noga)

“.. . e~ -Dety Pathfinder : .
:Det E Co, 52d Inf (LRP), ,

T, 13th Sig Bn.
Tm, IPW/CI, 1915t MI Det Celdem e
Tm, 245th.PSYOPS Co. .
'Dn 5th Weather Sqdn - -
Plat, 545th MP Co
FSE

(2) 2d Bde | '
1st Bn, 5th Cav

2d Bn, 5th Cav
2d Bn, 12th Cav
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T, 245%h PSYOPS Co NS
Tm, 5th Weather Sedn v

Plat sL5th 1P Co ";:;:r_;: N o
IQL '__-..'_:’; AR | A I:‘
(3) 3d Bde i_“'<‘ A ""- (r j"u‘J

1st Bn, 7th Cav
24 Bn, 7th Cav L
5"h Bn, 7t‘h C\-v S VN TD L Al TR [N
1st Bn, 21st A (135 Hnw)(Do, L
C Btry, st Bn, 30th Arty (15, How) -
¢ Co, 8th Engr. "Ba D3y R
2 Seds;3hth Inf Plab (bCOut Dogu) G
Dot. Pathf:u der v el
Det, E Lo, 52d Inf (L.RP) _;j \-v,,;:-:;: *
C eyt TR ’13th Sig Bat i ) Aot
(omer e Ay Imi/CI, l‘)lst MI Dct ,"--:;3:_’;
m, 21&-51')’} PL’Y()D CO ST
Tm, 5th Weather ocdn _ |
P]—at, Shs‘th M Co e L nns -

TaE
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.

(,) 1lst Karine Rerisent

1st Bn, 1st Marines S
2d 2n, lst Marines .’ )

2d ’n, 3d Marines - "

1st Br, 1llthe Marine Ar+y (P.e:z.n)(Db) 2y
3-105 Btrys v vg'
1-155 Btry oo
1-4,2% Mortar Biry NP

2-Plat Tanks (on call)(3d I{ar D:.v)

l-Plat AT Co (ONTCS){2d Mar Div):

Co A ( ), L.»t Engr Bn (1°t Har Div) 250

Co A (- ) 15t Shore. Party Bn (1st har Div)
1-Shore Party (3d Mar Diw)..’ el

Co A (-), 1st Motor Tr...noport Bn (13’0 ‘fa.r D:LV)
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SUBJLCT: Combat Operations After Action Raport. (RCS:-MACJI3-32)(K-1)

(3) 26th Merine Regl"ent

1st Bn, ﬁta Ifzmnrs Sy RV
2d Bn, 26th Marines SRS SN
3d Bn, 26th liarines R T T RN
1st Bn, “th Marines® :. .+  .: . U o
FOB 2 R TIE N
et Bn. 13th Marine Arty (Rein)(DS) L
3-105 Btrys GO
1-155 Btry B T N S
1=4,2" Yoxrtar Btry & Fi oo fodd
Co A (=), 3d AT Bn (on'roo\
4 Plat, Go B, 3d Tank Bn.
Co B’ 3d Recon Bn Rt ./“.
Cooxdination:
37%h ARWN Ranger Bn  « 7 f ok
(6) Division Artlller'r o Rt
] HIB, 1. Ca% Liv KALTﬂObile) Arty PR y
2d rm, 20th Arty (ARA(GS). - el O

1st Ba, 3Cth Arty (L) (155 How). (Gu)
A Btry, lst Bn, 8"(1 A.;"ty (an) (GSR)
B Btry, 1st Bn, 83d Arty (8")(GSR).
lst Bn, 44th Arty (A7) (GSR) (rotatlon of btry»)
G Btry, 65th Arty (1155) (GSR) (rotatlon of secs)
6th Br, 33d Arty (105 Hmf) (GSR)

(7) DiVlS..C"l Troop;g c).'

HHC (-), 1 Cav Div (A:Lmobl'!e)

2d Bn, Oth Cav

1st Bn, 9th Cav

8th Ingr Bn (-)

1ith Awn Gp

Det (-), S5th Ucather S¢ dn

13th Sig Bn (=)o o

54,5th 1P Co (-)

37lut ki CO

191 NI Dct (<) ST SR
Co D (~),.52d . Inf (U?.P) St
124th CliL. Plg.tr 1 P
lll-th Ifh Det I IR PR

L

(8)' Coordmatlon >"3 : '

34 ARV Adrbomc 'Tauk TForce
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SULJECT: Cormbat Operatlcnu Aftnr Acthn Refrort (nuc MACJ3-32}(K-1), . ..
34 AIVH Abn Bn -
Ath ARVN Abn Pn ) v
l‘ “tn ARVN Abr En - ’
¢ Btry, 1lst B, S0th Arty (10- Anr)(DS)

(9) Engincar' Task l‘"orcc

2y ‘ Com,.r'd & Control ulpmvn‘u, th Dngr Bn
11th ung,r Bn. Ll‘U-‘
'Navy Mebile Construchion Bn 5

R d, Task Force KILO (3d lar 2iv)

TF HQ
vt 2d Bn, 4th larines
T 3d Sqdn 5th Cav (=) (be\) o - o
R I C-Co, 2d°Bp, 3Lth Armer = B
Co A, 1st Bn, 502d Abm (201Abn Div)  ~ a
Coordina.tiow
nos ‘ 1st Bpn, 2d ARVN Regb
3d Bn, 1lst ARV Bept

e, Supporting Forces

e 7%h Air Force
e 7th Flect
T 1st Marine Air Wing
UusSe Army Suprort Conx cnd, DaNeng
Force Logistics Command, Dalong
" Naval Support Activity, Dalang
1st ARVN ALC, Dallang
57th Medical Gp o
18th Surgical lioomitcl
22d Surgiceal IIo.x::'.’ 11 ‘
571st Med Det {iir lzimlnnce)
NSA Hespitel, DalNang
3d liarine Moo Bn (<)
Co B, 1st liarinc lled Bn
Co C, lst Marine lled B
7 Nguyen TRI PHONG Station ”om.a.d.l, HUE
et DUY TAN General Hospitol, Dalen

)

Ts (U) " Supporting Forces:
a, Artillery

(1) Forces: (Sce Task Opranization)
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SUBJECT: Cu:bat Gperations After Action Levort (RQS: HAC3-32) (k~1)

AVITGH

(z) Lmpleyrient and offectiveness: .

(a) Tvo theusand four hundred twenty-two (2422) artillery
fire miccions were fired in sumrort of Operation rEGASUS,; During the period
310801 Hor ~ 15060CH Apr, 31,546 rounds were expended in support of the op-
eration, Mive hundred sixdiy-thrae (563) missions. were obscrved fire,

B (b) One hundred twe (102) tubes of artillery supported
the operaticn from within the 1 Cav Div (Aimmobils)'s AO , While an additional
39 fubes of 10%5m1 howitzer ond 16 tubes of 175m: gwn artillery supnerted from
outside the arca, ) '

(¢) The lack of a suitable road network and the capability
o the a2zcricl sumly system vere major considerations in the employmeng of
artillery, ZEven wilh these Lirdtaticns, .26 bathery-size moves vere executed
within the AC during the course -of the:operation, :
. A o ?
(@) Althcugh the margin of fire sup~riority had to c-me
from air cuport, the adr-artillery mix was effechive,

b, Air Support:
7’
" {3) Arelights Forty-five B-52 striles, with a total of 269
aircrafy; were Do in surport of the oncratian. llineteen of these siri'es
the irrmediate

were in divrcl suprert of the Khe Sank Combat Base (KSCB) . or in
vicinity, : L

() Toctical Mdr: One thousand six hmdred tienty-five (1625)
tactical air striles were delivered by larine, Air Force and Novy airc-aft
duping the 15 doy peried, Sorties wore f1oim as follows:

(a) Marines 650
(b) Air Force 463
{c) Bavy 436
(4) Service wiwown 57

Total . 1528

(3) CSupply of ¥he Sank: Air Force C-123 and C-120 aircraft
delivered CA4J tons ol «<upplies to Kae Sanh Coubut Base by air drop or ground
parachute d.livery dwing the peried 31 Mar - 8 dpr, C-103 's.landed and off-
loaded 137 wassengers during the veriod 31 lar - 4 ipt , The X3CB airstrip
w.s open Lo all types of aircraft on v April, .

8, () I.tclligence:

- CONFIDENTIAL
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SUBJiCT; Compat Operations After: Actlon Report (‘?.CS. mcm-sz\(lc-l)
.. . B AR N y M L- U(’,L\/\-l

Coo Area of Oper a.t1< '1'5

(1) 'Ueather. Tranzitional woather between the ilortheast and
Southwest lionsoons prevailed during Overation PEGASUS, Low stratus and
ground fog characterized the laic cvening and early moming hours with ceil-
ings to 50') cet and visibility less than l?;.miles. Ceilings 1ifted to
2500 feot and were. broken to occasionolly scattered for the remainder:of.the
‘day, Visibility at grownd level was usually five.wiles during the day,.
- - while haze restricted visibility from the.air to. four miles, Although- pre~
. cipitation did fall, thore was no sifnpificent accunulation,. - Temperature.
ranged from 2 high oi’ 98 degrees to a low of. 67 degrees, uea.thcr ch.d not
 serd: \uuly hinder Opbl‘:‘l’cl a8 for any, pcr,:.od of morc than 12 hours,. -; ..

(a) Cbservation and Fields of Fire. The multi-canqpied
,fore.,ts ard the stecp mowntains restricted’ ob.aer»ratlon and-direct fire and
hindered the registration of indircct fire weapons, The.. valley floors allow
fair obscrvation and fields of fire except for local erosion;features and the
dense wndergrowth along strean beds, The' rolling hills and plains allow good
observation and direct fire, limited only by occ"s:.oa.a.l dense forests,

(b) ‘Cover and bo‘xcealr ent, . Both are excellent in the :

rugbed momtu.n.» and in the nult:x.-ca.nop od forests, Local erosional features,
‘dense ur'dergrowth along Streon beds, and, occasional dense forests provide
good cover and concealment.in the rolling hills and pla.ms. RN Lot

T (c) Obstacics, Steep .,lo*)cs and dense unaergrowth are
major obstacles to movenment in the rugued. momlt&ms. Rivers and streams
remain fordable throwshout the year extcept when channelized and :dur:mg -periods
of \.mo"*‘“l prccma.uatlcn. o , ' L e e

(d) Key Terrain. The high gsround along Highway 9 and the
~ terrain overlooking the Khe Sanh Combat Base is key terraa‘n.

{e) Aveaucs of Approach, Highway 9 prova.des as ‘excollent
avenue of movement in an Bast-llest direction for vehicles and heavy ecuipment,
The DA KXONG, *he BAO CUAN, and the QUANG TRI River Valley complex provide
good avenues into and hhroug1 the arez from the northwest, east, and south-
east, Hi;,hway 921. an exccllent avenue of movement, and 1ts ,junctlon w:Lt"x
the XE PA River Vallcy provide a very 9ood anoroach from the- we.at. ~

" (£) Cross country Mobilitr, Thc rugged mounta.:.ns and
dense jumgle forests restiic t all vchicle movement. Yoot move*uent is ;rcn-
erally restricted to cxisting trails, intermcdiate rldge lines, and. strean
beds, = Valley i‘loors md the plains permit fair to peor movement of tracked
vehicles and p-or movement of whceled vehicles, Hovement in the. velley and
en the rolling pleins is rec rcted by erosion and dense vegetatlon. '

COMFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTWAL. -
SUBJ-CT:  Conbab Operations After Action Repert (RC"° 71«'\(3.7 -"’\(Ix-l)

P

Lo onCIy bltuk:uon brior to Orcrat*on PEGASUS

kN (1) Generz2 R

o R (a) Since January 1968, the onen,[ had.a.tucw tod to :Ls-
“glate the IMic Soah Corbabt Base. Movement of friencdly troops. outsldn nhc;xr

. perineicr wire became hazardous at 2ll tires,. The eneny. ga.:_npd sentrplicf
“mucli ol L}m 1ig,lu,‘,rouud -'\round KSCB znd c0u1d brmg cfi‘cctave‘ morLar. '"-d
artille ire u*>o~1 Lhe baoe at any time, The only overlind xe ,\.unhly route,

H]ghmv 9 h_ becn interdicted. by the enemy. a.nd had been” close‘ Fiby :‘.t.ze

ROCK PILL- (440 XD 98‘:/ ) to K SANH forcing all resuppL to be e bv air,

Hc_v_y "mtz.~1‘ reraft fire frecuently restricted supply mizsions. cspecinlly

during reriods of lovr visibility, LANG VEI SPECIAL FORCUS ‘HAP (I+80 XD 7€35),

,the only obsizclie denying the encmy uce of Houte 9 from Lhe wvest, was oyer-
"b,; the' oneny on 7 February, thus loaving. an e.xcellept appro2ch . repte |

'i‘rcm he west into tlc Combat Baae at Khe. Sa.nh. T“en"hc had. been cor ut;z'uctg,d

velfremRoute 9 to-the perdmeter wire of the base, and reports of tmmt:“..mp

£°C. activity, under the base itself, were rcported. (J‘BoT"ﬂUEI’T D'ﬂ,S'IIGATICI

Seauon Th.u BATY/LLYIRID FROVED THE Ru; O'i’"" Ol" 'I‘bl\l“T SLING TO B‘.: RAIG, )

‘ (b) The enemy had becn observed constructing weap-ns

L positi.n in prenareticn for an assault against Khe Sanh Combat . Base,. Heavy
T Jcor}ccntmm ns of mortar and rocket positions, untJ-(aircral ™, uud;autm:u.;c
weapons positicns,’ and :‘Lrong points were sn.ghtcd o ‘the nrr,b o()llt.h ~andl
west, iccording fo 'various intellipfence reports and counter-bi t1 ery 1"1(:‘"*
rca.dm gs, the CO 2CC Intmtg.:x.n Arczy located to the southwe: %, VJ.CJ.I'lt"' L&D

XD'"h31, had becorc 2 major supply and artillery base, Attacks by fire
aeainat khe Sanh trere @ daily oceurrence with a record of 1 "C‘-' mumh
L ‘(estiinate) being received on 23 February, Although hell.mg, cunbmu,ea, .,tim
. nurber of W‘"mv' received in a day began to taner off in the week »rior to
Jl“‘ I‘&ul« ¥ _1(: \x.)\,s,)o

(c ) “Zvidence of the enemy ruildun wes a¥ao indicated !
en incretos in e aumber of Intellipgence reports cnd sight“nes of enepyr
- artillicry and "rr«.or in the Khe Sanh 2rea, One retwmnee stated t;}mt,_in Dic-
i embér 1967, he had seen 20 -artillery pieces being towed on 2 read in LACS

enly o fow riles from the RV berder. MAnother individual stoied that in
~Februery 1967, he had ‘.,ccn aprroximately 170 vehicles on Highrey 9, a ,_,,.nj
‘cn];y a four riiles from the border,” On 21 Febmamr an aerial obzerver
sighted self-nropclicd artillery north of Khe Sanh, and on 25 February, on
aireraft engaged three self-propelled artillery gune norilwest ol 3CD.

On'3 March, an acrial observer sighted a large mebile gun 1....11 a lube :;pp;'nx-
1mtely 30 fect long meunted on a tracked-vehicle. On that same day, a
., BTR-hO "~ vas identified by an imegery interrreter. On 1_> March,,
Maipstrikes npo‘r'tedly de: stroyed ten occupied 57 ant1~a.1rcr'\ iy pl)ultJ.OV
“only a fcu '“‘xll ,outbhcﬁ; of ihe Sanh Combat ‘Base.

- CONFIDENTIAL
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PSSR
S s w ot - "Lcm"“n, iBSe T0STAS IR0
N . 1;\ -
CI) O hronoiui
fos G b Lienion ol 4 ajor U
. ' M B - - - e o PR L AT "
Cuii-db wi”C ccouryol WLl Lo moocrreant of Uoe 38041 NVA i
- - Y - AP
cexber loot, divio onoar o L vul rerno3do woen the AC o 0 ‘
.. oo N LR R T I Gt e T 3
two reitients of Ll ,,:2,: e waviiion, T o Lrouwtht the u.,+ J_

force in the viciniiyof oo Jarh w 1 to 20 thousand men in Lo 4. J.x.;
divisions and onc to “hyce cuoor battalionc, Atbacks by Lire azainst the

base inercascd, ad ni ond positizna and v;_—..Mrcr SU sites ppeared
ent 2 dcily basis os the ooy oure *umned The Jmnh.,  fn abiack appeared

cm‘i:.mt, d enly a:ter elonents of ”'e 2%k lesir ent, 3.*_,0 ~J.v1uyn vere
cant Yo dUl, during he Salile of Fue City, wd the quew-on (.mee as to
e c.“c‘:y’? real intan_m." e tiis. area, , .

[

e ‘ (b) hcav" bers um"JC”lt from B-52's Tac mr, and’ art:ﬂlcry
beomn Yo ba Le their toll as the enemy bu:x.ld-un cmtlnued Refu,_,ecs from

tre JRU tribe reported .,nr:-";.’nmdrodu of NVA hodies 1litt er:mg a'mlls:.de,

< .‘;;—c::ﬂn of thﬁ-oc stirilecs, Frecuert probes that often resulted in heavy
contact were made crainst the neriieter wire of” KSCB, also producing many
enciy casualtics, Intells sence zalbiaates prior to the initiation of Oper-
- atien JEGASUS revealed uhab appro:imately 14,000 NVA, lncludpng 16 maneuver
batialions, remained in the area, (Sce para 12g)

(3) Disposition, Znemy wiits SuITOIded the combat base
with rezimental-size elements on at least threc sides,. The bulk of the
2044 EVA Division wag posiiionced to the south and southeast, The 101D

LGTL S, 3256 HVA Div?sion, was believed to be located to the west of
n3CB, and the 95C legizent, 225C NVA Division was carried Lo, the north and
northrect of the friendly installation., Numerous mtelhgcmce reports
fixed artillery positions to the north and cuth of Khe Sanh, '.The 68th
nrta]lcry Regiment, 3CLth 1IV.. Division, was believed to be located in the
scuth .in support of its divi ioicn, while 016:*1(:"1138 of the léhth Artillery
nc,,_rcnt were considered Lo e in the north, in support of the 325C NVA
Divisicn, . The armored element was unlocated but was probaoly somewhere
to the west of Lang Vedi,

¢, Situaticn During Cpcration PEGASUS

(1) General. Oncration PEGASUS ber'an on 310801 March 68
with extremely light oprosition as Free vorld Milltary Armed Forces (F”MAI’ )
noved frem Ca Lu ‘,lo.n& Mghway 2 toward the Khe Sanh Combat Base, The
operaiion evidently caurht the enemy by surprise as ‘large caches of wea-
pon and supplies were found in relatively insecure arcas. Lnemy opposi-
,ulo., w5 diserganized, and coordination between the enemy infantry wmits

their support clements (artillery, rockets, mortars, etc.) was virtu-
ally non~cxdstent, Intensity of v..ttc.Cku by fire in the Khe Sanh base de~
clined as the cnemy withdrew, The speed of the withdrawal was a.pparent
by the large number of enemy bodics and weapons i‘ound

T
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bUBJsJC;. Coobal o worakioas Albar Acti 23 Remort (RCS: ITIACJB-BQ)(K«ZL)

(1) Uignilicant Contacts, Contacts with enemy wits vere
chazuc‘.r mLand by steradie, sub Intense, engosarents with what apreared to
 be reraining ruay guard 2« "‘uwm M5 x‘\n‘ﬂ the lst Bp, Sth- Lar:,nes
became invelvad in tre fisst injor conbach of the on neration, © This occurr—
ed alter 'hc dorincs hod cz‘:";u:z‘u 1Y 472, located three kllomctcr “/uth

_of KECB, Althourn a 2wt llery fire aceoawted for 30 encny KIA dut'ing tl,n

Anitial ascauT". of the hill, the Marines coumted 122 more NVA 1illed

(S
LR

'\

ety VBnt t-O AI“C. .

3"Lcr a cownter-atioc: by what is bel lieved Lo have been eloncnts of the
_Teh and Gth Bn.,, 66tk legt, 304%h VA Divigion, On that same ‘day, the
lsr, En, “th ;avulr',;f engaged several scucd-size giroups of enemy. furthsr
'uouth of the Ttase and ¥:lled’ 53 VA, Cn 6 Arril, the 37th ARVN Ranm*r
Bn, with the aid of an artillery and air atbia ¢k, produced 70 NVA KIA,
. #lso on J April, the 2d Bn, 264 ,.1 Lerines eagaged an unlnown-size enemy
forc in'heavy centach thal resulied in LS AV killed, On 8 April, thc,
L34 AW Airbome Tasi: Foree came wndur a heavy sround at..,ack Lrom an .S
e..t.mc.bcd batalicen-oige . Toree, ....L'rhty NVA were killed, l‘]qe only otncr

anQ... -eentact that oceurred aum ng Oﬂ ra 3‘ n PEGASUS was on 14 April
whan elements of the ro Bn, 20th Marin aul“ﬂ:a Hill’ 881 ngth 3nd
Cgneomtered o fstimabad N VA batialien, \“**1% vy and vactiecal ‘air
‘supported the atiach “ 1z Marines in a eanitacht that cost bhn enemy 106 dead
ad ons NV ;r;i::ci;f‘r Srem the 96h T::r’.f.w*"r’r'xi, En (=robably the €th Br,”
200l Rogt, 3256 Div),  (Sec naya 32 1

qf

s (j) Steength and Disposibion. o .
L (&) As tho onorotim rrerrecsed, it beca: >vident that
the ”Cbth VA Diy was the only divis ~o">_'“~*1am.4¢.v m the Xhe Sanh area
M_@_.&mq,;tn' wm_inmedintely before the initiaticn” of the
aocration, Priscners ~of ‘ar capturce .ron Lac 3044R Division and from
e’cucnw of the 325C | i 'v:...mn indiec a.tcuv that the 325C Dlns:un had momd
fron. Xhe' vanh, bul there was no agreerent armonf the prisoners u to it
destination, The ‘nd;nduals capturec Lrom the 325C Division amamnuly
“had tecn 2eft in the avea as guides and filler persennel fow- thﬂ' Ol;tﬂ.

(b} COne P eapiured from the 6 .Independ nt In stated
that his unit had been attaciod to Eha 20ty ”w“::‘.en 325C Divisin, The
Priconer said his batialion re cpained i the : rr"..'.."z("‘ the 7th and ¢th Bns
o'.ccuncuu cap‘burva on I ’\ Til identified, the . 2d Cq, 2th B
o

4
) ”“th ucth: eaL 't_ .C She, u,,m‘, \thl.lu supuor ,,Lm' tho pr;uoncrs s\,a,ter. ent,

T e e (L) Eleven of \‘,h M Andiv ullu mterm"atcu vc’cnu-
1i'1=‘d olmeA.L" of thz o I""';U“""lto of the E"{,T!;fzh Divicicn, “'The. rema’ nwnr'
pm.aoner vere either from wiits that could nod be fupbher Adentified with
,’par"nt orbaﬁluatlom ,.or were . from t.rmnif.n{.;'uﬁt.s tiat had rcccntiv bcm
sent inte South Viegnam as redlacorents, Sionents \1‘ ‘the 20Lth Dlvul 1,
the 330tk Divis dion, and the Ath Diwvisicn were ecach identi 11cd by one

A

e
{

prisoner, iiile t“c 302th Diviscicn was idonts Siod ‘a}ff twe rrisoners, These
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individuals were probably trained by the identified divisions and then
sent south as replacerents, o T L e v

B . d, Enemy Situation at the Completion of Operation FEGASUS
~Although the total cnemy strength in the area was reduced by the movement
of the 325C Division out of the PEGASUS AO, the arrival of replacement
persanncl actually croduced an increase in the strengths of the units
within the 304th Division, Congidering the enemy confirmed losses of
1,325 men and the displacement of the 325C Division, against the input
-of replacements, the total enemy strength in the operational area at -
the completion of PEGASUS .was estimated to be 10,350 NVA, . ¢ S

.

‘e, Intelligence Gained

A

(1) 325C NVA Division

_— ‘ . K :

. ~(a) The 325C NVA Division had. moveG south from the

‘Khe Sanh area to the B3 Fromt (II CTZ), Its withdrawal from the ares
- began about one week before the initiation of Operation PEGASUS, - e

_ (b) The 8th Bn, 29th Regt, 325C Div, which had been
‘located in the Khe Sanh area as a vart of the 325C Division. is now be-
lieved to be an independent battalion operating between KCSB and Ca Ly, |
The 29th Regt, 325C Div, which is located west of Hue, is believed to
contain three battalions: the 7th and 9th. Bns, and a new 8th Bn which
infiltrated from North Vietnam in early January 1968, ‘

(2) 304th NVA Division

(a) On the basis of docunments and interrogation
reports, the 24th Regt, 304th Div, which had been carried near Hue, is
now belicved to be located in the Khe Sanh area. (At least two bns
of the 24th Regt did participate in the Battle of Hue; but apparently
retumed to the Khe Sanh arca sometime in late February or March, )

(b) Although the 57th Regt is organic to the 304th
Div, according to wnit history, only ane prisoner (from a transportution
group) stated that the 57th Regt was subordinate to the 304th Div, Ke
stated that the 304th Div contained four regiments: the 9th, 24th, 57th,
and 66th. However, none of the 11 prisoners captured from the 304th Div
stated that the 57th Regt was an element of the division. Although the
JTth 1s still carried on the.enemy order of battle as subordinate to the
304th Div, its status is questionable, If it is subordinate to the 3QLth

Div, it is either a fourth infantry regiment, or it is also known as (AKA)
the 24th Regt, ' :

(¢) TFive priccners gave unit designations that were
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eithcr different from the known order of battle or else recogm.zed as’
training divisicas located-in North Vietnam., Although infiltration
numbers for these units are not. imown, it is believed that two battalion-
; size groups from the ;Oﬁbh iv. and possibly one hattalion-size group.
frem the 330th Div came mto the Khe Sanh area to supply reulaccments

to: the JOIpth D.;v., ’ :

oo "(3)° 78th A*‘ti]_lery Regizent . Docw":nts picked up in the
" ¥he' banh area identified the 76th Artillery Regt. HNVA order, ‘of battle.
indicetes this unit was subordinate to the 325 NVA GARRICON Divigion in
North Vietnan, This is the first indication of the 76th Artillery Regt
in South Vietnar, e .

() Anti-Aireraft Artillery, Numerous reports erginating
from the fhe Sanh arca concerning NVA use of AAA weapons were received
before Operation PEGASUS began, - /lthough pilots claimed to have seex air
bursts and imagery interpreters revealed AAML weapons and cmwlaco mnts in
the area, no confirmation of the presence of these weapons was madc witil
6 &ril, “n that dzy Co C, lsit In, 12th Cav discovered anc partially
destroyed S57mm AAA plece a.nd 200 rounds of 57m armunition. Thlo weapon
was produced by the Soviet Union and was tlﬂe first 57mm AA’\. wearon cap-
tured in the Republic of Vietnam,

. {5) - Aamer. Armmoxr had been conPimmed in the th -Janh arca
since / Februery vhen soven PT-748 tanks were desbrcyed in an eneny coord-~
inated Inf nwv/’krror assault on the Lang Vel Special Forces Camp, Al
..noug,}. amicr was used in dircet suprort of this attack. there was a lack
of the coordinabed uze of armaor either in & direcct or general supvort
role during Operatiun PEGASUS. - Armor clements evaded contact with FWMAF
wiits throut,hcuu the open..tion, Several taonks were sighted and ensgeged,
but only one is knovar to have been desbroyed during the operation,

9, (U) Ms.sswm Brov::.g:s.oned. Corps Vletn&.., roinforced by Reoubb,c of
Victnam Aymed Forces Task Force, atbacked to open Highway 9 from Ca Iy
west to Fhe Sanh Combot Bases link up vith K3CBj ‘and desiroy encx ir forces
in tie nort,mo,., portion of the "CV .,one., ; .

10, (V) Conceot- of O,xaraumno
| a, 3d I-iamnc lesn on, mtlutﬁd a dcccptlm plan by Lunchlng

an-attack at 3006CCH ilarch 68, generally north toward’ thT)MZ along the
-~G;Lo Linh Coastal. Plains northcast of Dong Ha (TF KILO),

b, lst Cav Div (Aircobi ln)(mmforc:f‘d) attacked o 1 Apnl 1968,
in ccordination wilh the 3d ARVN Abn TF, in a combined growmd and heli-
bome operaticn, to clecr and open Hn.ghway 9 from Ca ILu wést to Khe Sanh
Cambat Base and e destroy the enemy confronting the base,

11, (U) Execution: Inclosure 1
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" (c) Rosulis

. . :

a., General

(1) Opcrata.on PEGASUS' succeeded in reopening II:.anay 9 and
relicving the Khe Sanh Combat Base, Althourh contact had not been as ‘teavy
as miicipated, the enemy suffered the locs of 1,325 personnel in tho 15
day © ::'.:,:.ox.. Tiwe cantum of l:n'f‘c caclhes of armuiitior and- sunolies wn-
me“_‘;r sondicanped the cnexy anid curtailed ony operatiorzl nlans in the

- T omentn m e~
WOt oIt U,

Lo [ -
e i 2 ) i..e eneryy crnanged fron an offensive *\ou‘cure to a dn f'cn'u,ve
g}\,:,u, 1 g..-,.;ac was forced into mountain retreats and west into LaOS, As. the
Wl e e 4
friend -5 contested the conirol of the area. the cve'n:; was denied the
indtietive o __urcl an attack against he combat base v'ithcut '1;,_jor'4rc-

oot
,-7»—-;!’».,\ - b oy ey oy e
SLCLNT 6 L ‘e
2

) o — .
v “—~ Ay PP - .z
D, omeny fersu o nses

t

VA Ve - ITOTAL

S——e o

Capture 18 2 | "210'."

Hoi Chonh 1 ' - 1
Yotals 21 4 CLA025)
C. Znort latertal Loc-es : S
..'r'n"o’ : Dy o
idual covon: Captured Destroved

tic Rifle

w (J\W\};‘\ [ex)
hS

2

Pistcl enl 15
ka2 LI
H=7¢ Grevade
Sub-nachine mun
Shotmum 17 rav-e
SIrn

A=L7

AR=50

T .
LN oY

ot further identilied)

|
SR HWuiwn

~

e
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Carbines (lfot lurthier ideniiiszd) 18

= UeS. M=£0 Hachine oun
“.Hac.unc cun cal ,30-

Hachine gun L.Q.l £0

IPD Light Machine run 29
Light ¥ochine :; .l (No" further identified) 4
Heavy MHachine Gun 12, 7mn 3
fockes Lawncher 7, 5ins S 2

Rocket Launcher ifG-2 (B-40) 2
Rocket Lowicher RPG-7 (B41) 2
Rocoilless Rifle 57um 2
Recoilless Rifle <G 1

Recoillras Rifle 106mm
Recollless Rifle (Net fuctsier fdentiZied) 1
Hortar 6om I

+

Horiar Corm _ 6
Hortar Ld 2 in

Hoxtar Tuie (II\ v Darbher idents{icd) A

Crev Jerved Weapons (ot brohen down) a4

Totod 174

Ati-diocia i Llery Samty

Mnti-ddrereft frefllery 12.7ma 2

Yohal 2

Venrcles

Tonk PT-76
Trucks

n
E S

One~uarter Ten

Trailers

Bus (Civilian Type)

Bicycles 3

Hotor Secooter 1
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Kzusers (et {urther ide;iilied) 2
Soviet 7,62ma Uistol 1
L HATLY DUG (Not Durther idenbifiecd) 1
...Flare Pistols (Not furthar idcer rificd) 2
“Sniper Rifles (Neb further identified) A
Individual ieaycns \Ibt Lrohon dowm) - 208
Tx‘,!ti‘.l ':5
_ Crew Served ieapons : -+ Captured

Q0

Cavtored
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N e TR
! .l‘,;’\‘[;.f

Ammunition S Ganbred

Cal .30 2 Cases plus 24,490

.30 Carbine . 2,000 L,
706@ . RIEG R 42 iy ; 50 cnd RINRAE Lo
Cal .45 ) ),C(f‘ N D
Cal’,50 ILC Sases plus  €,515 T e
12, 7m ‘ 1,700 Y
Small’arms (Het brolen dowm, L 3,932 SR

M-T79 (-; €0

3.5in e o a 10 oo

B0 . o g7 .. 6 2ds o paT
Rockets (Not further idmiiiicc) o R s £

D

6011!3.310_;'1‘,3.1' N 2,795 .- hon v

slmlliortar RRALEN ’ O 20 PN

82m Hortar h Cooes plus  L,A93 - 11T w6 ey
\ '\L Y i 3 A ‘

1051”(3‘ me ) .y B /;. 's.v:_s '.,: - i “y

Hincs, grenades
& Claymores V0 Coves plus 6,888 73

4
I
o]

mT _ L lwte plus 1,180 Ibs - 120 Ibs

Ecuipment and uu')‘ﬂﬂc Captured Hesirores .oy

Gas Masks ' ... .. .58 e, R
Camned:Foods =~~~ 132 Cascc plus 1 ?80’ _ L

~-iRadigs . o o 0T T I
7 ';-_'_fChicm’.."‘h - .i'.' o S 0 . N l - '
FRRA. e e SR e
i*YNot- Specified - -+ - Coig S
! Fleld Phone., ' Do : - -7 . g
IR T ‘ B : 3 )
A upeleled % \
Mtﬁexma (RC-A,02> ) » . 2 - _.\
"-i?‘-Packs (NVA) ST 63 2
Mess Kits: " . x ‘112 v
Picks ‘and Shovels : 4 L ' at
Rubber CBR Suit X \ o

» ‘Radio Repair Kits =~ -~ =~ " x
‘~IeeiChest . o e

USRS
-
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d, Friendly Persq_x}ngl Lg__:_ss’es. . D0, Ten

@ g - ,,TOTAL,
ST S 33 (1250
WIA . 207 459 187, .o 853c
finns 4 0 0 57 -1
L - — — T
Total - 253 510 220 o83
' e, Enemy Losses Attributed To: o e ‘
KA 60 T 4on 260 o
CAPTUEED 6 9 6 Sera
IND WEAPONS 404 69 B 557
G/S WEAPCNS wo 31 TR

-f, ‘Prisoners’ of War Interrogated Durmg PEGASUS

Date - - POC Name Unit

5 Apr XD 834347 HAI NINH TRANG . . 1st Co, Yen Tu Transportation Gp

5 Apr XD 834347 DOAN VAN SINH 7th Co, 5th Bn, 2d Regt, 304th Div
5 Apr XD 84,8407 BUI VAN TINH 3d Co, 3d Bn, 3d Regt, 304th Divy

5 Apr XD 848407 HOANG VAN KHOI 2d Co, 7th Bn, 66th Regt, 304th Div
5 Apr XD 848407 HOANG HIEU TOI 8th Co, 9th Bn, 66th Regt, 304th Div
5 Apr XD 840400 DINH VAN THANG 12th Co, 9th Bn, 66th-Regt, 304th Div
6 Apr XD 964398 NINH VAN LIEV 11th Co, 3d Bn, 1lst.Regt, 304th Div
7 Apr XD 848394 DANG TUAT 3d Co, 7th Bn, 66th Regt, 304th Div
7 Apr XD 870370 NGUYEN DAC HOA Lith Bn, 4th Regt, '408th Div

8 Apr XD 775378 BUI VAN BINH 23d Co, 24th Arty- Bn, 304th Div

8 Apr XD 815383 NGUYEN VAN MAIN 2d Co, 85th Bn, 2d Regt “204th Div
8 Apr Khe Sanh TRINH VAN KHUONG 7th Bn, 3d Regt, 304th; Div et

8 Apr Khe Sanh NGUYEN VAN HOA 14th Co, 7th Bm, 308th Div

8 Apr Khe Sanh NGUYEN VAN HOANG C-~6

9 Apr XD 810390 NGUYEN VAN THANH 1st Co, 7th Bp, 3d Regb, BOhth Div
10 Apr XD 854364 HA VAN PHEN . 11th Co, 3d Bn, 12th Regt, 330 Div
12 Apr Lang Vei NGUYEN VAN HAI 7th Co

13 Apr XD 8733% LUONG VAN CHUC 1st Co, 2d Bn, Ath Regt, A4th Div
13 Apr XD 788405  NGUYEN HONG XUY  6th Co, 2d Bn, lst Regt, 325C Div
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HOMNG VAN Lall
BUI LGOI LAN

% HOI CilaN (Retuinee!

ge Ccmparis

_%——
C

2)(K-1)

6th Co, 2d Bn, 1lst Regt, 325C Div
8th Independent Bn

on of Strengths in A0 Before and After PECASUS

CONFIDENTIAL

UNIT BEFCIE P3G/SUS AFTER PEGASUS
36T STRENGTH TOCATION EST STIINGTH 10C fmfﬂ
304th NVA Div 7,750 YD 4727 10,000 }’D 7230
HQ and Su-pert - 1,450 ~do- 1,700 =do~ T
Gth Regt 1,700 XD 8230 1,800 XD 7045 "
1st BEn {350) ~do- (450) ~do~
2d BEn {350) ~do- (450) s edom
3d Bn (250) A0 (450) | .do,
2Lth Hegt Vic Hue 1,700 Vic Long Vel
Ltk Bn o \3ro ) " adc=
5th Bn ~do=- {250) ~do--
6th Bn —do- (350) ~do-
57th Regh 1,700 XD 323 1, 800 3 of Kns Sanh
Lth In (350) ~do= (h50) ~do~ "
5th Bn (350) ~do- (450) ~do-
£h Bn 350) ~do=- (4,50) Qo=
é6th Regt ..,700 XD $231 1,600 S oi‘ Khe Sanh
74h DBn (350) ~do- (450) © ~do=
Sth 3n (350) o= (450) - ~do=-
Sbh Bu (350) ~do~- (4,50) ~do-
6cth Arty Regt Unlocated 1,200 Vic Khe Sanh
325C 1iVA Div 5,206 ¢ of Khe Sanh Unlscated
HQ and Support 1,450 ~do~ Unlcecated
1010 Regt 1,700 1D 7838 Unlocated
1st Bn \350) -do-
24 Ba . (350) ~do-
2d Bn (350) ~do=
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95C legt 1,70C D 748 Unlocated
Lth Bn (350) D oenn2 Unlocated
5th Bn (350) XD 3546 Unlocated
éth Bn (350) XD 7947 Unlocated
8th Bn, 2th Regt 350 Ithe Sanh 350 W of Ca In

(nidentilied UK Lang Vei UNK  Laos
Arnor Recst (=) :

Total Cefore PEGASUS Total After PEGASUS
304th HVA Div - 7,750 304th NVA Div - 10,000 “ .,
325C - NVA Div - 5,200 gth Bn, 29th Regt - 350 ‘.

164th Arty Regt - 1,200

- e —— P —

Total 14,150 Total 10,350
13, (FOUC) Administrative Matters:
2., Supply

(1) On 28 February 1748, the HQ, MACV Forward Jeint Staff
was established, with re nmsentatlon by the Office of ACofS
GI;, J AN Cv Yaw, Logistical feaolt\;4*°r studies were completed, tognther with
logistical supnort concepts and plans for the forthcoming campaign, to in-
clude Opcration PEGASUS, ' -

(2) On 16 and 17 March 1568, the Office of the ACofS GL
PCV, conducted a logistical planving cmference incidental to Oneratlon
PI‘.GAbUS The conference was attended by representatives of the following
crzanjzations: III Harine Amphibious Force’ Force Logistics Comnand,
Danang; 26th General Support Group of the U ou., Armyr Support Com:and,
Danang; I‘oz ce Logistics Support Group A; lst Cav Div (Airmobile; lOlst
Abn Div, nd the 3d I»xar.me Div,

(o) Tue priary cbiective of the planning conference
was te formulate a concept of legisiicnl cupport for Operation PZGASUS, to
include delineabion of suowmn - roouwlrements for forces to be supported.

(b) The conferecs determined that the operation was
feasible from a logistical standnoint, bult only with uninterrupted use
of Houte 9, and prestockage of five (. ) days of supply (DOS), all classes,
in the vicinity of Ca Iam, the site of the Forward Support Arca and LZ STUD,

(¢) lLogistical cupport for Oneration PEGASUS was a joint
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el ort, ceoriinated by, ITI MAF, using U.S. Ammy 51 sport Command, Fleet
Legisiics Comisand, and Naval Suprort Activity assets. enlminating in a
Tlexitle axnd responsive logistical sunport: system.  Supply support for
the oneration was to cone from the FSA established in the vicinity of
Ca Lu., “he F3:& was operated by U.S.Army Support Command, Danang, with
persarncl and equipnont . augmentation provided by Fleet Logistics Com-
mand. Co~located with the Ca Iy FSA was the Forward Support Element
(FSE) established by the 1lst Cav Div (i), The logistical support comn-
cept was promulgated in the PCV Cperation Plan 1-68,

(3) Cn 21 March, the Ca Lu FSA was established and pre-
stockage, all classes, was set at 5515 STONS, On 31 March, 80 percent
of the prestockage objective was achieved and normal resupply of the . . .
attacking forces began on 1 April., Daily resupply requirements were =
1133 STONS, OStockage levels proved adecuate to meet )1 operational .’
requirements, and employment of the prestock concep® zreatly facilitated
the operation, particularly during its initial stagrs, Supplies were =
provided from two major supply peints, FL3G.B, Dong H4, a subordinate
element of FIC, Danang, and the Logistic Over The Shore (LOTS) site,
establishec. al. Wlundcr Beach on 4 March, Operation o7 the IOTS site
vas a joini effort employing the assets of the 159th Transportation Bn
(Terminal), a subordinate element of USASUPCCH, Darcnge, and the 625
Supply and Sevvice Company, a sulordinate element ¢{ “he 26th General
Support Group, “mployrment of the LCTS concept mate:ially enhanced the
supply posture for northern I Ci%4 (NICTZ), :

, (4) An informal cross service agrecmmnt was achieved
on ammunition resupply before the commencement of ti:» operation, This
agrecement not only facilitated bookkecping, but assired the commanders
of continued ammu-ition support in the event heavy contact should cause
a severe drawdown of one service's stocks,

(5) Initial drawdown on stocks at Khe Sanh Combat Base,
through consumptian and restriction of resupply, comuicnced on 9 April,
Howewer, the Ca Lu FSA remained the primary logistical installation in
support of Operation PEGASUS, -

(6) TFlect Logistics Command assumed respensibility for
the operation of the Ca Lu FSA subsequent to the temmination of Operation
PEGASUS,

b, Traznsportation
(1) The Ca Lu FSA was prestocked and resupplied pri-
marily via Route 9, employing the transportation assets of the 57th

Transportation Bn (Truck), augmented by transportation truck assets
belenging to FIC, Danang, : \
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, . _ \2) Onwa.ll acrial resupply was available for resupply
.,unport oi Operatian PEGASUS; however, unmterrupted ucse of Route 9
negated this rcaulren'ent. ’

g

(3) Durmg the car]:r stages of the operation the Khe
Senh vo"xbat Bauc continued to be resupplied by air, however, on 15 -
ipril, the first truck comvoy nrow.dr*d resupnly to the base,

c, Comunications

\l) Po.»ltlve communications were requlrod from IZ STUD' <
to the Khe Sanh Combat Base, as weli as to Camp Evans and Phu Bai, once
the 1 Cav Div (AY) aszumed OPCCN of the 26th Marine Regt. Voice c::.rcuts
into KSCB were routed over the AN/TRC-97 trepocpheric scatter system to
the Hue-Phu Bai area and were then transferred to the high capaCIt'r Coe
tropo cystem between Hue and khe Sanh, . e

(2) Upon temn_na.tlon of Opcratlon PEGAbUS the Marine |
A /TC~97 terminals were left in place but retumed to Marine control, N
'They were then used for intemal control by the- 3d Marine DPivision.- The '
Army ecuipment used in the operation was returned to the 63d S:Lgnal Bn ‘
c,ntn_ngencv aszets for use in sub.,ecucnt operations,

(3) Careful prior planning, thorough coordmatlon, and
mutual cooreracion on the part of signal staffs of III MAF, PCV, 1lst Cav
.)1v (AF) anc the performance of elements of the 63d Slg,nal Bn, 1.>t Sig-

nal Brizade (STRATCQM) combined to score a unicue conmmucat:.ms success
anq contributed to the fa.vorable outcaue of the operation, ‘

d. Medical Service
(1) Field Evacuation Procedures
(a) The evacuation of patients from the field nicl~

the clearing stations was accomplished by he,hcnpter, Sevoral
encasts were used - dopending on the cervice,

O C"

d:.f fercnt

(b) The lst Cav Div (As) utilized organic air ambu~
1eness Tor 211 field pick-ups, These air ambul-nces also provided field
pick-ups Tor the ARWN Abn TF,

(c) The 1st ifarinc Regt detmled two helicopters for
\.hc syccific mission of evacuating casualties. By doing so, they utilized
/'atCnl similiar to that of the 1 Cav Div (M), These heb.copters were
posiiioned at the composite Regimental Ald Station for immediate d:.spatch

to l.hc ficld pick-up site,

(d) The 26th lfarine Regt utilized normal aviation
D
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supﬁort of | the 3d lar Div to make field pick-ups. . They did not use heli-
co-pors speciiically detoiled for air evacuation, but utilized-any heli-
corier available in the wrec, - . - S

(2) Initial lledical Treatment Facilitles

(a) Clearing stations or comparable facilities were used
oxtensively as the initial treatment facility in the .chain -of evacuation
during this operation, This differs somewhat from:.other operationsy where
casualtics werc often evacuated from the field directly to a hospital.’

, < (b) . The 1st Cav Div (AM) had two clearing stations loc-
ated at LZ STUD, Mearly. all patients were evacuated from the field,pick~up
-sites to one of these two clearing stations, TR Dol s

. (¢) The 1st Marinc Regt utilized a composite Regimental
Aid Siabion and atbached medical support team, This gave it a capacity

sirilisr 5o o Army clearing station, This facility was located at Ca Lu
and previded initial. treatment for personnel of the 1lst Marine Regt.

. , : (@) The 26th Marine Regt was supported by Co C (=),
3d iled In, 2¢ iar Div, This unit's facility was located at Khe Sanh and
was comparzile to an Amgy clearing station, Initial treatment was provided
prior o cvacnaticn, ilso censidered a part of the initial treatment fac- -
{lities utilized by the ilarines was D Co, 3d lied Bn, 3d Mar Div, in Dong Ha.
This unit hoo o greater capabilily than does an Ammy clearing station, Co
D vas utilized o .provide emerfency resuscitation and as a collecting point
for naticnto being evacuated south by fixed wing aircraft, o

o (¢) The ARVN Abn TF emploved a surgical team, located
at LI 57UD, in close proxinity to the 1 Cav Div (AM) clearing stationms,
This tecn provided initial treatment to the ARVN personnel prior to further
evacwition, |

3): Lvacuation and Hoépitalization

() U,5. Amy personnel were largely evacuated from the
clearins stations by “Uusvoff" helicopter ambulance to the 18th Surgical
Hospsital, Cuang Tri, Some paticnis were evacuated directly to the 22d
Sursical Hospitsl, Phu Bai,

(b) The ARVH Abn TF personnel were evacuated from the
surgical team facility by "Dustoff" and U.S, Adr Force fixed wing to the
Neguyen Tri Phong Staticen Hospitel, Hue. Some of the more seriously wound—
ed were cvacusted to the Province Hospital, Cuang Tri,

(¢) larine persenncl belonging to both the 1st Marine
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AVII=iH T T L e _ .
SUBJECT: Combat Opera.tions:'sAi‘ter'Action Rope it {170 AR R PO "._’,1-14_).
Regiment ond the 26th Marine Regiment werc evacuated Cron bhe Hepimental:

Aid Station and Co C tc "Delta Med" (Co D, 3d led Bn) in Dong Ha, From
therc they were evacuated by fixed wing aircraft to the 3d Med Bn (<), in
Phu Bai, where definitive care was begun, A fevw personnel of the lst
liarine Regt went directly to ¢ Co, lst Med En, Phu Bai, SO

(4) - Evaluation

(a) Although scrarate systems wore used for various
clements, there was little duplication of -effort, Provicions were made
for-joint utilizaticn of evacuation and treatment facilities when necess-
jtated by the worklogdicor in the best interests of the patient. .

o« vt .+ (b) There was some disadvantage to Marine personnel
sbecause 'of the location of the 3d Med Bn (~) in Phu Bal, This made the¢
chain of evacuaticn to surgical troatment quite long, This situgtion will
be eliminated when the 3d ked Bn (~) moves to Quang Tri,

Y, * (U) ingincer Ei‘i‘qut

_ a. Inginesr operations prior to, and during Operation PEGASUS
were focuscd toward the accamplichment of three najor missions: construc-
tion of the FEL/FbA at LZ 5TUD with'the supporting C-123 airfield; open-.
ing and restoring Route: ¢ from the vicinity of Ca Lu to KSCB: and direct’

support of infantry clements in combined ground and helibome operations,

: b,  Engineer support for the operation was provided by'éleme}ita
of the U.S. Army, Havy ond Harines. Responsibility for coordination of
the engincer mission wac assigned to the Division Engineer, 1 Cav Div' (AM),
Atk the major construction effort being provided by the Navy and Marine
clcente, Closc combab surmort was srovided for tactical orerations by
the Sth Dngr Dn and elements of the 2d Mar Div.

e c. 'Hleo establishment of the forward support base and airfield
ot Lo OTUD mnd Yhe ~rening of Route 9 to Khe Sanh were difficult en~ineer
tagles ol wzre nocescary for the success of Operation PEGASUS. They were

1ished Ly a comcinaticn of the military enginecr forces of three
services aund represent an outstanding achicvement in interservice teame

\‘\\
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OJUBJUCT: Combat Operativn After Aetion Rer-rt (RCS: MACJ3-32){K-1)
15, (FU0) Commender's An~lv.is

&, Operation P”GA»UQ ves n highly productive intferservice undertaking
of ihe ntmost renumeration ~ 2n end prosuct of a high order of tesnwork.
This teanvork, invelving dptzy, Warine, Air Force, Navy Seabees. and Navyr
lopgistics elements, reapod Uenefits in tems of a cross fusion of ideas and
expericnces - narticularly in the realm of aimmobile tactics and technirues,

b, The operation focused atiention on the need for extensive low level
reconnaissance to develop the situation in an arca charscterized by uncertain
intelligence, As an exmnple: the asseult plan could not be finalized wntil
reconnaissance had revealed acceptable avproach routes, landing zoncs, and
the location of cneny anti-aircrafit cmplacenments,

¢. The goperation was an ideal example of the synchronization of ‘massive
B-52 strikes, tactical air support, and artillery firepower, with ground
maneuver; all baced on detailed pre-planming and fire support coordination,
centralized under the Comaanding General, lst Cavalry Division (Airmobile),
Under tinese conditions, it was pooslblc. to achieve selectivity, flexibility,
responsivencss and a saturaticn cffect as desired, This capacity, coupled
with speed of cxecution made possible by airmobility, proved to be decisive -
disrupting the encmy's conhesiveness and control,

d, The opcratw on vwas made possible by imesginative logistical supnort,
The development of thre lomotics base at 1Z STUD enabled the attacking
elements to be supplied by helicovter from this base wntil Highway 9 could
be opened forward of STUD, .

e. The deception plan, implecmented by the Cormanding General, 3d Marine
Dins:.on, was exccc&mply Wcll executed and annears to have been succeesful

m confusn.ng, 1*‘ not deceiv:x.ng, the enen'fv as to our “true intentions.

f. In addlhon, the operaticn was conducted in an aura of intense
vress interest which defied stringent control and which resulted in detailed
reporting of intelligence. Much of this information was of value to the

enernsy.

FOR Thil CQILANDIR:

T Y LA

L, 4, SCHZITER
BG, .ci
Chl 2f of Staff

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
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' P GESRATICN PEGASUS
The "Battle of Khe. Sanh" began on 21 January 1968, Jjust eight
days before the enemy launched his TET offensive throughdut_the
Repuwblic of Vietnam. The North Vie tnamese Army (ﬁ?A)_fq??es,
vhich hammered the Khe Sanh Combat Base daily with rocket, mortar,
éétillcry,>Siall arms, and automatic weapohaffifc,,wgfé égtimatéd

to be 30,000 strong.l Principsl Free World Military Amed Forces

g
¢
\ .

1 . _ e
wWictery at Xhe Sanh", Time Macazine, Asia Edition, Apr. 12,

1968, p. 27. - . L . S

RN

{Fﬁxi?), blocking the éncmy's avenus of approach inte Quang Tri
Frevince at Khe Sanh, were the 26th Marine chiméntal Landing
Tsam anc. the Army of Vietnam (ARVN) 37th Rangéf Battalion;
Suppert elements from the U. S. Amsy, Navy, snd Air Force-bﬁcked

ne the Mavrines and Rangers defending the combat base.

~ Within hours aftcr'the'cnemy launched his attack on the‘bastjon at

ot

khe Sanh, the U. S. Amy's 1st Cavalry Divisirn {Airmobile) (1 ACD)
opensd its forward command post in the Hve - Phu Bai (L8Q YD

8020) arez., DLlements of the 1 ACD had baén inoved into the I Corps

- Tactical Zene (I CTZ) from the Beng Son (L,OoP BS 8090} aréa in the

II Coipz Tacticol Zone (I CTZ), and the hezdguarters became offective,




under operational control (CFCCN) of the III Marine Amphibious
Force (III MAF), in its new locatien at 1200H hoursz, 22 Jamary

1968.%

g A
 Yeagley, Jack, ¥aj. Liaison officer, lst CAV DIV (Airmebile), -
Interview with--May 1968.

On 25 January, Lisutenant General Reobert E. Cughman Jr., USMC
Cocmanding Gensral, III MAF, directed the Air Cavalry Divsion
to prepare a contingency plan for the relief and/or reinforcement

2
of the Khe Sanh base.” This action started the chzin of evenis

MSG, He III MAF, dtg 2514282 Jan. 68, subject: Contingency
Planning (Fm CG, III MAF to CG, 1 ACD)

that was later to cmerge az CFERATICN PﬁGAﬁUS. Bu£ othér even's,
including the Communist TYT Cffensive (29 January — 14 February),

‘thc Battle of Hue City (31 January - 25‘Fcbruary), the estzblishnent
of Headquarters, U. S, Military ‘ssistance Command Vietnsm, Forward
(MACV FAD) (13 February), and its conversicn into Headcuarters,
Provisional Corps, Vietnam (PCV) (10 March), were to take place before

the cperation became a reality.




During the monbth wf Fcbmnr“' nn\.i inke »._"ly March the 1 ACD .
A R R S ‘o L fo ..i“..,,j‘ 120
conducted o;v-g:ra:ti“ns in dnd arcur ’h* :_Lty 01 Huc mr‘ par-

s v N PR YR

[ v

ticipatod in :Ee_strcying thje' ero*ny § c\rces csf of then wallmd

R . I T

city. in prersr «Ltlon for future - ro;atmnﬂ III MAF on 16

: RERT Ll
~e"'r«mr" c‘i**octcd that 3 '\Zarinc rog iment, cens Istln:v of th“cc
- . . . .,' 1\’ .

baU, long, .;rulc‘ conduct thc Kh, Carh oocrafion wlth thc 1 fCD.

o

“{hne sl Harine D_w** sion ), Mar Div) designalod the lst .I;‘i_.az ine -

- 'Y . - . . Z ¢
negiment (1s% Marines) t¢ work with the cavz lrymen.t e
4 ’ 4

M3G, HC IIT MAF, dtg 1600532 Mer &0
wiG, He % MAR DIV, dbtg 1609427 iar 48

is2or General Joha J, Tolson III, Cammanding Genersl, 1/ACD, on 2

Aarch briefed Gcneral Crsighton . Lhrams, Deputy Commander, - U.

AN a vy Fomaerm - - 3 4 ~y. rop wom, st ¢TI Y N ¥ R \
Hilitory /fsusistance Command Vietnam Farmpand (UEPCOMUSMACY FaD;

7y

n his coneept of the, operation to open Reute . 7. inke Zhe Sanh and
relieve ihe pressure on the surrcunded garrisen,.. Cn 4 March,

inztructi-ne were issued Lo begin censtruction mn: 2n airotrip in

[3

thy vicinity of Ca Ium (42Q YD 0145) to provide thy logisticnl

flexitilily considered necessary for the opening of keube Ce

-

Il wu,dlrect.cd that cc»nstmctlm be otdl‘t@d on or. about ‘12_’_

farch on on airfield capabls of handling U, S. A:’.r Ferce C7A




{Caribou) aircraff,. Tae 3d "L:xr.x ne D.LVl"lcn { Bd ¥Mar Div) was tlésked
to préifluc the héccssarv securi tv ;orl movcmr-m of thc eng:.neer .
equmpment alonrr Pcu\ 9 fr ‘rr Do }’a (1.,80 YD ‘.hél) to Ca Iu. |

: The 1lth .nmmcr *ut‘t’a,l.lr"l, Flm Marﬂnc Forcc (17 th ...a;’r Bn),
(md the- U. E'.. Navy Lc ;.»J.lc Con*—*l,&ugtlon 'Babtahﬂn 5 (NMCB 5) were
to assish thﬂ 8th Enﬁlnear Bwttal_gon (Ccmoa‘) 8th ng:r Bn),
ACD. The strip was Lo be c;:;:"n end latcr to talle Cc-123 a1rcraft.5

MiG, HO ITI JAF, d

tg QUC51LE Yar 8, (Fm o0, III MT to ’}G, -
l ACE, CG, 3 ma‘i‘ Dl’v' . '

s UCHNAVF LV IL.P “N(})

-

A confevence was held at IIT YAF headquarterz in Da Nang (492 -
BU 0880) on 5 Yarch on the transition of oV FYD to Previsionsl
"Corps Vietnam and the resuliant cernmand relationships, The lst

Cavalry Divisinn (Airmebile), the 3d Marine Division, and the

“10Tst Airborne Division (101 Abn Div) which had Fust deplowd Lo

1 CT% were to be CPCCN of FCV, The rrovim.on')l corps im Lurn

wag to be CPOCN of III MAF. 6

(} P - = I
G Ho I1I MAF, dtp OL1128Z ‘Irz.wé"-", pibject:  Couamand
Pm "’CFOX‘f hsoming Deploymentc,” (Ma CG, IT “AF to DEP

BRI

LTG Cushm=n informed Genorel X1liam Westimercloend, Commander

v wees
C. 5. Military tssistance Command Vietnam, (00MU 1ACV) General




Baer i 1Y, and Licutenant General

Lbhrams,

Comrmand’ny Gonersl - cc,ﬂrﬂc, POV, “that,

%0 crrdey the 1 ACD and

the corps, en acsivation,
elumints T FOV S¢ open Rouse 9 and to cundﬁct“ofﬁensive'operationa

TII MAF

k3

‘l"u (ke

M A Ve
:C @ ('«’,;

arpetruction: o

X Tarx Ch.’7

¢, (M CG,

Crovisicrnal Corpe Vietrom was activated ot P Bad

hrurs, 10 March, and LTC Ilnsson aszuned command.
with LTC Cushman's inatoucticons the 1 ACD was dire
a hrlef™rg cn their plan feo the constructien and

Pt
i

PYERE SRS Ll efing was to be presentzd te LIG!'s
S - . - i e
Spchmom and Ceaacn a* “” h“*d oV IoR a7 ers en 12 Y¥arch.? s

sy X Crar 88, (Fm CG, v Vot O0, 110D GG,
SO YT
o0
Concrai dsstmove:land snd Cencral fbrams serived 4 7OV head wirtiers
s
cn 1C Mirch to meeedive a l;l”PlPF by TG : ‘¢ oen slanced opera

sicTine covered the attack to

villiaw

he intended
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other recrired
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ey

on or ab”ut

LR
ioap 1200H
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T n e
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weenriE the

oren Reute 9@ =nd




to destroy the eremy forces arrund the Khe Danh Combat Pase. The
operaticn was to begin on or about 1 April derending on the weather,
General ﬁcstmorcland agreed to the coencept cf using a Marine regiment

" to cpen Reoute 9 in conjunction with air assaults b& the 1 ACD and an
over-lend attack by & ARVN Task Force., He agrced that weather was
the controlling factor on timing of the attack, and stressed that

apprepriate forces should be used to take the fight to the enemy

and to relieve the garrison at Fhe Sanh?

9
MG HQ PCV, dtg 1305LLZ lar 63, subject: Visit of CCMUSMACV----
tc HQ rrov Corps Vietnanm,

MG HO III MAF, dtg 120954Z Mar 68

The plan fer cens‘ruction and sscurity of the Ca Lu airstrip

waz prescnted by MG Tolson at PCV headouartgra on 12 March,
Design and ceonstruction ﬁanaﬁemﬁnt was to be the responsibility
¢f the 8th Zner Bn. Thé Division Engineer, 1 ACI wu8 responsibla
for coordination of the enginecir cffort with the llgh Eggr Bn
providing the bulk of thc equirment, with anxﬁugmantgticn froem
elements of the 3d Navy Constructicn Bripgade (3d NCB). The

field was tc be expanded to a C-123 aircraft capability, with the

surface to be cempacted and stebilized with asphalt cut-back or




L]
[‘Pn'\‘:'* L Rhe ooy Coow piue eovld be ceocoedl L Tl Lo
511y fou s ten houg vort=day the strip'COn‘d'beifenuy‘ ror WiktT R
19 h<r”h i for C-123%: om o0 Yarch, ~Tf the worlk coree had to

retrict inte the Ca Iu ‘perimeter each adeht the'Séhcdule'zfnfﬂ neve
"to Le vavised Lo 22 Morch Tor CTA aipcralt and 28 Merch for C-123's.
As v fruc'fér the ent.re operation, the censtructicn of ‘the =~
airfizld could be great.ly affected by wea here T+ wae sgreed @i

the ccnference that the CG, 1 AP znd the CG, 3¢ Maw Div wouls . Arrange

. . ..
security details. '

10
56 H POV, dtglhlsest var €8, (P0G, Y 70 G, III MAF)-

Thres days later, on 15 March, LTG Rosson's headcuarters reauested

LJG cushmen's headcuarters o effect the 0uord1natﬁnn necessary. to

obtain the app;ova} of lieutensnt Gencra‘ Lam, CG, X CLZ, wﬂl tnc

Victnueos govcrnmcnt, fw" *he pa thn nf uhﬂ nlhn L&SK Force.

'.-

1IZ MAF was 1nforned th - PIV wcuxd helr‘rm thc des ifl‘tifn of a

. .
o

Task Force of three bat;alions frox thc nChlq activated JRVN air-

- 1 ‘ ' '
torpe divislclie III MAF wns alse asked o dasipn~te two Marine

1
¥5G HQ PCV,. ditg 1502352 Mar 68, (FM CG, rCV TC CG, III MAF)




battalions to participate in tho operation and to derloy them te the

vicinity of Ca Lu, under JFC(N of I'CV, by 30 March. Tbe.two battaiicns,
rom III MAF resources were tc be further placed under OPCCN of a
sgimental hcadquarters from the 3d Mar Dive. The Marinq division was

also tasked to provide a battalion to fill out the Marine Regimental

3

Task Force.

12

M5G HQ PCV, dig 1§02AOZ Mar 68, (M CG, P.V T0 Cu, III 3 ﬂ,,
and CG, 3 Mar Div

Headquarters, III MAF was also informed cn 15 March of the re-
quirement for additional Army cngincer support for PCV, In ™
normal tactical operatlons the division engineer battalion

furnlﬂhes one company in oupport of each brlbade, thus leaving very
little reserve. Both the 1 ACD and the 101lst Abn Div englneer
battalions were small battalions, and were ecuipped mostly with
alrmebile and/or airdroppable equirment; yet they prcvided engineer
«uppert for rather protracted areas of operations (AO). Iﬁ addition,
the deploymcnt to I CTZ required extensive engincer éffort to include
cons' iruction of helipads, base camps, and defensive perimeters.
Future planned operatiorns which were te involve developement of

logistical bases, fire support bases and road improvements made

it apparent that engineer requirements excceded the engineer




. gapabilities, . Ju viow of the increus Wy requlrenents PCV reguosied
13

the eployment ot another Lnginecr BDabtalion (qubat).

Wi, IO POV, dbg 1507127 Mar 68, subject: Army Engineer ...
Suoport for POV, (Fm G, POV to CG, III MAF)

eyt ‘ : _ e g

v . . . .
. . . P R Lo AL

- R

In order to oxpedite the completion of the Ca Iu airstrip; LIG

Rosson instructed the CG's of the 1 ACD and 3d Mar biv to pro-

vide an additional rifle company cach, not later than 15001

N G
.,"

“hours 16 March, for security of tie construction site, Te deceive

3 MRENEY

the onery, the company of the 1 /0D removed their division patches

from sheir shoulders and wers airlifted into Ca Lu by Marino heli-

. copters. The Sommanding Cfficer, 3d B, 9th Marines, 3 Mur Div,

1 was responsible for coordinating security for the airst;%p.1h,_,
o) | . o
1'sG, HY POV, dtz 1513507 Har 68, subject: Ca Lu Adrstrip
(Fn CG, ICV to TG, 1 4D and CG, 3 MAR DIV)

A Togistieal Planning Group wes Cormed at PCV headquarters ot "
1300l hours, 16 March, ieprosentatives of the three divisions
wder CFUlH of ESV were dirccted to participate while requests

wore submitted through I1IT ¥/.F for representation by III Mify

£




Da Nang Suppsih Command {777), Yavy Support totivity, Dn Napg (NOAY,

and Flset Legistic Command (FLC). The group whs3 formed to deter-

. s . . 15
mine logistickl recuiremsnts for Lhe up ~comin:® < peraticn. !

» !

.G HQ PCV, dtg 1509007 Mav 48, suojects: Fosymabion of Log-

isticz Dllnnlng Group, (F“ T V TO CG, TIT MAT ;-0 1- ACT:
CC 3 VAR DIV; »G, 101 AEN DIV; CG, D3A; i, FLT: Ui, Ea)

v
3 PR

Albo on 16 March, IIT VAF verlid to P”V'é recueéﬁ ofithé p}évious
day for dwsl"ndt;on and db“lrvmﬁnt ci o hwrlnu hatt :i'nﬂ.: 121 ¢
’MRF out]lncd that 51nco all of the Bd Mar Div rrp,mrnmal hnadcu“rt
.'wcrc fu‘ly CCMMlbt°d, it WaE tx"if Inﬁenticn td‘dcploy and to pazs
'CPCCN of a Warlneﬁféélﬁ nt ’“e“nfo céd),wiésé one Béttalion,‘?rom
thc lsb Mar Dlv fo—paru* léu%e in the‘pléﬁnei'éﬁera;ign. fﬂ*bﬁird
buttallon (“ﬁﬁﬂ;oxced) would De “rqv1ded Tyom the ”3& Mar Div. The
1gt Marine Divisien, in turn, designated the let Marine Reginment
andtinstruq+qd them to pqrticiputg in a jeint pi 3nn1ng conlarence

with the 1 ACD. '

1é
seay A8 (FY GG, TIT VAT T CG, PUV)

.o - s fraes o~ ~ & TR P Lo
Ate 1409007 Mar (8 (VY ~¢, lst M DIV 1T G,

f

e . . Dol ;

Gennrdl Je ‘mnru$and, acceppanizd by LTG Cusbmen, Bidgsdizr Gencral
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ey
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Togistical Support for Operabion PIGASUS was to be providcd from
a logis vlc.l base 1n tho v:z.cm1 ty of ua Lu. "'he ‘:iasb"- would be
operatcd by U..:. _my uuppo.. v vomand. To ‘.n..ure 'contmuous
support the Torward support activity r*‘,x) was to be pre-stocked
prior o 1 zpr*.l. . Dr_.llj cc:mcz:)ru between Ca, Lu :md DongHa vere,
,,‘co_ccm::cr}ce_101.1‘,.,22.,_1-§arc;h.into the F5A established on 21 Marche -
Thue Commanding, Officer, STt 'lra.n.,portatlon Battalion:was des-

jgnated as -the. point of contact for the.daily convoy‘.}?-.»g SRRt

. : - . . EYRE P T
P E P - AR B ! AR SCA N I
. S h et -~ e PRI

T I R e
1SG, Hi 11T 1F, dtg 19141;8" ‘JIar 68 (Fm Cu, III M&F to. CG,

halad 140
LC‘J, ﬂ(o, l'u.l, UJ, Ds).;




The coordinated engineer cllort got under, way on schedule.

Commencing on 20 March, upon order CG, PCV, eouipment cf -the-
11th Engineer Battalion sigmented with equipment by NMCB 5
and-'a command and control element of the 8th Engingcr-Battalion
staged at Dong Ha Combat Base in preparaticn for movement west
on'Rowte 9 and supsequent .initiation of constructionfor*thestE/
¥5A and airfield, Frem D-12, 20 March, until D = Day, 1 april,
i the major portion -of: the 1llth Zngr. Bn was directly committed
to tha construction of PCL area, anmunition storage area,
commars and contrel bunkers, helicopter revetments, -and ‘internzl
road net, and perimeter clearance of fields of fire for site.
security. Simultaneously, elements of NMCV 5, with heavy ecuip-
ment augmentation, began worlk, initially on a C7A Type 11" capadle
airfield consisting of 1500 by €0' runway, and a 150 by 450!
parking apron;:cqmpactgdaand,stabilized~with peneprime. . ‘This
strip was ultimately expanded to C~123 Type Il by lengthening

of theggrunway to 2300 ft and additien of an aircraft turnaround
area,

P P T

19
;h;gEMO,,AYII-CE,‘HQ,ECV, 23 April‘l968,‘subject:;:Engineerg -
Swmary, Operation Pegasus, 20 March to 15 April 1963, '
.(Memorandum for, -Record by Marshall, R.S.,C0%L, CE,. USA - .
Corps Engineer, FCV) IR ' \

N e . .
AR B (RS R DY b o ot ' N g ' -

the Deputy Senior Advisos, T CTZ, infermed IITMAF and PCV
on 21 March that the ‘G I CTZ, had approved ths participation of
an ARVK pask-fefééfin operation FPEGASUS. The task force:

would consist of three airborme battalicns ‘and vould be made -
available on 28 March. LTG Lam autherized Brigadier Gereral ..

Ngo Quang Truong, CG, lst ARVN Infaontry Division, direct liaison
with LTG Resson's headguarters.?0 o T

i 4 . .

2

G Dah I CTZ, dtg 2101002 lMar 68, ( FM DSA, I CTz TC CG,
III ¥AF; INFC: CG, PCV




The 1st ARVN division had earned the respect of all FWMAF throughout
Vietnam for their actions during the Bat:le. of Hue. General Rossen

commented in his Commander's Daily Summary, on 2] Merch, that

rlanning for the counter offensive was "proceeding on schedule.” <1

£

al : - e
WS¢ HO POV, dtg 2104207 Yar 48 (FY CG, BTV TC CG, TIT VAF)

fre ' oinary planning revealed a need teo urgrade communicatirns
i-te the Da Lu/Khe Sanh area by at least 24 channels to provide =,
necessary covmand/control commmunications . . . o o e o o it was
determined *hat CG, 1 ACM would establish a forward command "
pest in the Ca Lu area on D Day. CG, PCV would recuire 12
channels of voice and teletype to CG, 1 ACD. An addition=l 12
charrels e connect 1 ACD {rear) at Camp Zvans 480 YD 5332

to 1 ACP {forward) at Sa Lu (17 Stud) wruld be recuired. . . .
Iocation of L2 Stud in a valley surrounded by high peaks pesed

~ need for a Signal Hill complex frem which comrunications

rould be relayed to the valley and to rear areas. . « . . - In
reocdinntion with Signnl Cfficer, 1 ACD, Hill 450 (480 YD <70
357) was selected as the Signal Hill for Operation PEGASUS.

1 AT7 would be responsible 1or win aration and security of the
imstallation, as well as airlift of all ecuipment to the hill
and snbizouent resupply. The hill was te be prepared and ready
for rocurancy by 26 Marchs: cormunications were to ‘be epzrational

et

by 22 ¥arch, in anticipation of al April D Day.

MIYD, AVII-GC, HO FCV, 28 Arpril 1068, Suhject: Commrications
“urpert of Operatien TTGASUS, (*emorandum for Record br
Grombaerer, Gerd S., LTC, SigC, US4, Corps S5ignal Cfficer,

P :

Turing this period, the combnt bace at Fhe “snh was continucusly

marracsed By anemy fize including 120mm and 152-m artillery.




Tha sgrest distance involved, difficult terrain, and bad weather
made 34 almest impossible to pirpeint the exact location of the
enemy guns firing from the northwest and southwest. Employrvent
7 2irtorne obscervers/ferard alr controllers and 1.7, tir Force

0-2 aircraft had a surpressing e fact on the o cmv “irecs but were

. 2
not cempletely successful in c¢etermining the firing lecaticons. 23,

MSG He 3 FAR DIV, dtg 2201507 Mer ¢, (B CG, 3 ¥ar Div to
CG, ICV) - : : '

*3G HC POV, dip 2 mr‘t:r. var €8, (Fm CG, POV to CG, TIT MAF)

i

mha L AOD nla uzvd to initiate rcconnaisqance areund *he Ca Lu

aver on 26 March utilizing the 1st ruwdron, (tn Cavalry (l/°"°v)

) .

- . A et _ e .

Teocuruert RBhe D0 ettt QAVLE 0T mecyostod T Ars T Ve o
. . i h

pass CPCON of a 105mm hewitzer battery and an eight inch hattery
te the 1 ACY. The batterico were te be positiened in the vicinity

. ) -
~f Ca Lu, <

':1
(\

ec* f-r
s ,.V)

un 1 ACD, dig 2205500 Mer (8, subjiect
{ Vowitzer Rattories, (Ffm CG, 1 40D to

(.) L4




Auo o Mc pxm t.tvwc 1'rvo'r.1cd th .4 line o sighi oo
vimetlr LT o e fopmm oo SR

ientlons Jronoany m. h grourd :’x u..") “a Lu arca vaci U h‘ B
Lot ettt 3 Coa R T THRNR AN T e 'D

(i ;a"{f) er ‘bo J:v-*p "*vans (1 ] re-»v) m\.ld bo n'rg:m:v.
_ : i vla i

s.:c-l*.rt:':.»:;n L the e;,b‘_ab_...l hmcn* of vrooo.,phorlc acatte& (Lrooo\

[ ':x.!.J

com un c: :t*on* - 5yE cv-x wsources oi‘ the cavalry' dlmion ._wd the

PO oo e .
v St NI
1. '

834 Jigx al ’?:'.ttuu on (63(1 u:.g ..n) did not includo r-uf.t‘lczl.en‘t;

\,\, v,— ‘::.l:':"‘ ‘rI . . .\ o '-".‘. oo™ - *; ),..' r' .
ezu:.wenv to n~eet the rcqu:.remont. nugment.a..i.on in terms of t'm
T B RO T e A en R RA OV L LR : 4nE vld eenhs GAH FTLoSnent

2y=charmel systoms were neceu.,.,ry. Both IIT WF and U.S. Army

P TS }L".: TN j (: T

Vietnen (775 ¥) made the additional uysters available; however,
the decizion was made to utilize the l'arine equipment because of

rits snaller:size and essier transpcr'uabllity. 5  Inc addltn.on,

! . St IR SR PEN S R

PN
i

- —_—

25 S
100, AVII-SC, HQ BGV, 28 April 1968, op.cite our i it

.luA.l.\U, Y

117 dirccted the lst Signal Brigade. (1 sig Dde) to provide - .
four one-quarter. ton trucks cquiped with. radios having: a multi-.

channel voice. capacity to prqvide\.cmmmiga’:,_i.ons‘ betueen the. corps

and divisien, ; The four vehicles- vere. to be used in conjunction - ..

wilh alrcrali e,quipcfd.;;_{ith .an. aerial FN.relay capability and pro-
26

_/ide a degree of the desired »c;om_xmmications duplications.

o
o

i, Try POV, dug 231105Z Mar 68, {Fm G, UzV to TG, Pov)




The air traffic approach p ttéfn int4 Khe qahh was such that had'

it contlnued to be. used rnce the opnration began +he atfacking

[ -,

forces would have been ‘denied "1tal air ard nr*i‘lery suprort.

The 3d Mar DlV, on 23 Mhrch, rvccmmended fhat the pattern be )
”changed to rnute Dong Ha and r‘uang, Tri helicoptcr traffic nnrth

nLElegs I LR S VR PR Soaremo

of the axis ef advance and fhfn 1nto Khe %anh. FCV recommended

fe ‘~;~ s PPN
e son L . [ el TN,

that III MAF adopt the 3d Mar Div recomendatinn because of‘ nts ‘

T Eafe F,
O ot

apparent benefit to aircraft.27

- N Cen R
. _-L},’:'-r A A DT S TN

27 - ‘ e i el
MSG HO 3d"MAR NIV, dtg 2312127 Mar &8, (™M CG, '3d4 MAR DIV TC' CG,

FCV)
MSG HO PCV, dtg 2715407 Mar 62, (FM CG, PCV.TC CG, III MAF)

¥SG HQ 1 MAW (1st Marine Rir Wing), dtg 280320Z Mar &8, (F
CG, 1st MAY 7C CDR, TTH AF, CTHRS)

LTG Rossen held a meeting of his divisinn commanders at Comp
Evans on 22 March. At this meeting the relief of the 1 ACD by
elements of the 101 Abn Div was formulated. To assure that
sufficient forces would be available to off-set any rew enemy

threat te thejﬁdé’éféa;'Gencral Rosson' recommended that an effort
be made to retéin'fﬁBVVietnéﬁcsé‘Mérine.Task Fercé at thﬁt'lhcatién.

In the event the Task Ferce could net be retained he requested that

B




n TourHil VietnamcHe Hirtorng botinlion be ab¥rined voriho’ Mue

“y

~rea And .,h::'i'}'ad’li’l:t‘:.an'r;l".?'. 4y arces bo'mede whilable fop eia= L
nloymens ‘n theiiue area. LG Sushian forvarded 140G i‘ossom's i
e ', ., : -l ‘ .",“,"v ;_}-: 2 L . : ,zir‘_v‘,, r—,.).: EX “ ,,‘,“- Lae 7,’7.”‘[ '\‘.‘ L ,3,,&1;‘ .

25 s nesn
MG, EI POV, dig 2312157 Mar 68, (Fm CG, POV to GG, LI m‘)

DR il Y A T 0 IOV T T e T
S U S Y IR R A A SR A BP0 S B A '
ue.,t to SCTUSMACY with the rocoxmendatlon that the uirborne
Task zorce be rqlsed to four battalions and that tho taak force
- 4 p €

close 3 ..nto uUane, Tr:. to enhance the deception plen and to place

the ‘:.\.sk;fcrre closer to the ultmate zone of actlon 1n Ooeratlon
PG5S,  General Cushman planred to employ the fourth battahon
’ T

m ”xe vicinity of Hue.29A He invited L'm Rosson; the Com.anding
. . A N . N ce - o~ ey . L '.:*)...:_;

M50, TIIMNLF, dtg 2505387 Mar 68, (Fm G, ‘III MAF to COMUSMACY)

At ]
. T R e T T T . N R . . sers - -
.3 oot OO AN : T B L fi7 .

SN U0

Ofi‘lcer, Ta.;.c Force Clear Mater, 'u'xi the Coma.nder, Nav.al oupport

actlv*ty, Da Nang: to vlslt III I mE to dlscu.m the deception plan

and to detcmn.ne the details of its implementation and’ its effects

on logisticel _support in Norther I0TZ (NICTZ).3O e e

X - . . . . . . .
~ G "7;"..'7}.1 ﬁ'* Sl . Sems gl :“{."r" Nl . -

30 It N A B S S CoN
MG, III MAF, dbtg 2311482 Mar 65, (Ffm CG, III MAF to CTF CLEAR~
WATER3 0G, POV CCVHAVSUPPACT D.,G) e e e

TR
Lek




DOy

Battery A, 6th Battalion, 33d Artillery (105mm hewitzer, tewed)
and Battery A, .lst Battalien, 83d Artillerv (8 in) arrived in
the Ca iu/ LZ STUD.area on 25 iarch, and were positioned -as. rein-.

31
forcing fires for the 1 ACD Artillery. The 2d Battalion, 1st

O

O

' : ERE P R ¢
DRV ¢

31
SIT RSP, FO 1 ACD, 24001H be 2.2400H ¥ar €8, Ne. 02

e ST ey

TR+G CRDER, HQ 1 ACD, dtg 251658 (FM CG, L ACD TO CC, PCV) '

e - - v . R . . . e .
PR TR LR N LI PR pe e S i - . P Rt TR B

DERIPRER B ok ST e ' P : ey P RO _'7-‘
Var¢nes rlosed 1nto LZ STUD on 2L Varch. Thev ‘Wwere pldéeu urde} .
. H Y S G Tube
CPCOW ef l ACD at OSOOH 26 Warch with the missinn of prcvidlng
f, - -

security for LZ oTUD and Sipmal Hill. They also “assumed OPCON

friets SR I >

vvvvv

of cmnany C lst Battallon, 1?th Cavalrv._ The Cavalry company
e Uit s an s ! e i

was 1espon51b;e for prov1d1np secur;ty for Battery A 1/83d Aruy

which was positiened at Ca Lu. Cempanies E, G, and ' H provided "

| .seeurity to the-airstrip and c-nstruction at LZ'STUD.whilelCompany

© secured the communications site in the vicinity of Signal Hill.32

L I

e [ e
LRSS U, PRI

12
- GITRCP, HQ.1,*CD, 200000 te 2824C04 Var €8, -Ne. 88 ...~

. F:AG .CRDER, HO 1 ACD,.dtg 251€53 (F¥ CG,-1.ACD TO CG, ECV)

. ’ N - -
'y RO

The 3d Dattalion, 9th Marines assumed resprnsibility fer secuvrity of

Ca Lu en 29 March.33

R TR R T I
U B AV I A S 3 VYN e, R o W

33
SIT REP, HQ 1 ACD, 280001H to 2924CCH Mar &8, Ne. 89




. v, T ey o e AT AT - .\.-,-.. AN - Y Y2 s 1
wue Zdolar Jiv Fasued vhelvr geration Suoder on % March to

[y

- LA -

cover uoth une oeu‘nt ¢n nl,n velinsg mecuwd in .,le north-

...... S

ca.,tcrn portlon of 'cho *C, in condmctlon with the Lt R

L.

Div, and their‘acti'ons in Operation Piiﬂ:fib‘?.” 'J.'he hth .Lanno

L.t

- - et
. ‘."\_‘.' VR

ueg.ur\nt vss to securo l»ouue 9 m thon.r zone and prmde
i [

convoy .;ecarlty. The 9th Na.rlne Reg:x.ment would prmde secur:.ty

of foute 9 in thelr zone. Ihe 26th Narme Regment, in x{he oanh "
Gembat Dase, was alerted £o come under OPCON of 1ACD on orders

The 12th I’.’ar:.no., were m.,tructed to .,umbﬂ. with artlllery thh
Bh . : ' o I .

.-utac,{ of 1 ACD m.thln thelr capba.litles.

N . e R . PR

e
o N

3L L R
G Hy 3d AR DIV, dig 251 032Z ¥ar 68, (M CC, 3d JeR LIV
0 3dMiR DIV: TF RCBBIE; 3d SQDN, 5th CAV) B

e

ST

The 1 4CD declared a no Bomb Zone in their assigned Iiorti'o?ri"o'f'

the Operation PZG,5U5 AG etfective 26 March., In order for the
1/9th C'sv\ to conduct réééhnai;sance inﬂth:e:' éréa’ﬂﬁé\"w'een K‘ne Sanh |
and Ca J.,u, a.ll borbs dronoed in the’ area had to be recv't‘:'ésted a.nd
controlled by the division. Targets in “the P;_.G UJU.'S AO, outolde |
the o Berb Zore; were to be handled routlnely <and fize Mxrlnes “

and Ar Force contlnucd to dellver massive a,lr oupport to the

26th larines at Khe Sanh,3>

3 e K RS -
G HY 1 ACD, dtg 2509007 Mar 68, (FN CG, 1 ACD TO CDR,.7 7 AF)

b—!




The (G, Task Ferce { RAY, 1lst Mar Div, «as instructed Ly the CG,
. E N . . o o . 4 LT N T TR A

1st Mar Div to de;;lfr:y the lst Marine Regiment, minus onc.battal_j_.cn, ,

on or a‘uout 47 Ma.rch te clooe at. Ca In '1(" Ihter 4+, :m ”O nn ch.
\’ s .

Units which were placed undcr CFCCN of lst "1“'n° Tﬂglmcn’o by

Task Foree X v..[ 1nc1uded° ~Compary A (nmus) (“egliercgd), st ..

unglnvor "’at‘ al_wn, Cb A (m:mus) st hnre ;a; ty Batt adon,_, e 3
Conpany :" (mnu:) , lst Motor xmnuport Ba t'xli ; and 1st Battnlion

balaAs
RO RS ¥

[N RETN

(minus, 1ith _!'hrin_o;s. .The. 1lst Bn, 1lfh Mnrmec crnsisted of: ..,
one 10%ut artillery battalien minus. ene bafterr: ,qne,ptrqvis;':nalw e

ST

155me artillery battery (four 155mm howitzers, towed); and one
Tt

L.2%n m-rtar battery (three 4.2in mortars and ene Hewtar).
RV 1 . i e Lo iR A : u ’

PP »

36
wg HO 1 MAR DIV, dtg 260200Z Mor &3 (M 1 MAR DIV-TO OG, - -m-
FRaY; CG, PCV; 11 MAR; 11 3T BN) o el

in =nalysis of all _enemy actiens ami activities nro: vn'J Knﬂ Sanh

indicated o rossibility of a decreasing threat to that basc, Third
Mar Div clements at Khe Sanh had light centrch em 26 and 27 March

with cnly 42 incoming rounds during the 2L=h~ar nerled from noen
Sy ey e ) . - : YRS g I .

A N T A

o7 the 26th until neen of the 27th. All courses _of sction were

~

anzidered Sefore LTG Rosson notified LTG Cushman on 27 tarch

th=t he had aprroved MG Telsen's plan for the 1 ACD rertion of

¢psration POGASUS. He added that the enemy situabion was being

S ¥ A T e P B S wy , e

Ploael',' watched.




RGO TV, dtg 2704255 Mar (3 7V 06, TCV TC GG, 1IT MEF)

;

Informaticen was resaived on 77 M-rch tha* *he reauest toretoin
the Vietntmese Marine Task Prce in the viecinity of Fue would .

' L
nnt be opproved, III MAF fupther infarmed PCV that the addition-

al U. 0. bettalion, which PCV had recueste? to be made availzhle

g

I the Marine Task Force waz withrirarm, weuld net be provided. ¢

tderuate reaction te any Hue Citv centingency ceuld be previded

33

oy cther U, S. ferces.

34 _ _
& WG HD TIY MAF, dtg 270817 Mor (2, (7M oq, ITT AT T0 ©G, PCV)

Plonninz for the operation continued at FCV headquartcrs as rep-

rosentatives of the 1 ACD, 3d Yar Uiv, and 101 Abn Div, met with

iicutenant Colonel Floyd VW, Baker, Corps Surgeon, to plan medical

suvrort for toperation PEGASUSS Y

Ut HC POV, dtg 2512317 Mar 42, surdech: Medical Plannines Confarsice
U106, POV O CG, 1 'CT OG, 2d MR TIV; G, 101 ABM DIV)




At 1200H hours the same dav, the 101st Aba Tiv Main command o
post cpened at Cam“ Tagle \480 YD 808162) The 101 Bn Div

Rear head~ nriers remained af Pien Hea (LBP v7 0525)%4C

4

3G HO 101ADN DIV, dtg 2523107 far €8, Subject: Command Fest °
{T¥ CG, 101ARN DIV TC G, Py, © "'P.J)
FEY f‘A

Censidering that the majcr suppert of Operﬁticns PUGLJU:

nte account the 1 nrpc VOanF

[wR

wenld e Hy Iic uto §4tawihf

of zun-lizs to be moved snd the marginal capablility of theA

rondwary and recceniving the ressibility “hat the enemy mirht

~attenpt Lo interdict this nain surrly ronte, TII MAF on 28

Mereh ramiecied that rrenaraticns be mode fer providing sn
:T=drep resupply capabllity for Cperation PRGABUS. . This

all wes bher. drep, capabllity was te be avgzmented by air-landing -

. : 41
cuprlies Into Ca lu wtilizing C-123 aircraft. ., Legistical

LA 30N

MG NG IIDOMAT, dbg 2006007 Mar 68, {FM 4G, TIT MAF TC CCMUSMACY)

‘

gurpart fer @11 iters act remuliar to the Marines are to be
coordinated with the 1 ACD and would be supplied by the FSA

irhed ty the U, S. Aray Support Cormard. Those itenms




0 w rcwu.:.,ucd fro*r Flect
= ‘1 2 }- *

h ’c.nc o J..

L
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Ty
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MR IGANTICCMD, dbg 28095427 Mar 68 (FM CG FLC TO. GO v -
1a wGT I “,G mudC)

P A L -~ et o
P o . ‘ : . ! NV

- .. . I R R L \e A~ R

ueneral ‘IestvomLmd Vl“lted III M“‘ headquarters 1n Da Nang

: - L - . .
BE ,'[, ~ lv J s AT B . ’

on 28 Iarch L;\, uushman and LL(I losson were present i‘or the

K&

(L" NI OMTT WL g i e -f" : i

coni‘ercncc ’ and ucn“ral Rogson preoen‘oed the overall concept

o -

i

for Operutmon ]u"“LS.. Gonoral (,u..hmand and Rosson :.ndicated

ot

to Gor s+x~orela.nd that prnparatlons i‘or PEG. SUB E to in-

R Tt W L L A T P,

clude 1og:.utlc uupport, redlstrlbutlon of forces, ..nd construc-

x

I

tion of the "71! alrstr:.p at Ca Lu, would be mady for the plannad

attack on 1 spril, The deceptlon plan calling for a regixnental

size attack by the 3d lar Div from the vicinity of Dong Ha

towards the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) was also discussed.:

General ¥ eotmorelzma stated 'that. Operatlon PEGASU.: should go as

L4 H Tar
f H
i ' .

sc:hedu.led.h3 | ‘ ' Coaei

IEG H) I IF, dtg 290LLBZ Mar 68 (FM CG, III MAF TO COMUS-

FCV Cperat'ion‘ flan 1-68 was reciesignated PCV Operation Order

1-68, on 29 March. Instructions were issued to execute the

“o IRNEINS




cperition order Nlth U—Dny helrr cutabllshed as 010001 Apr1l.

)'.

The G, 34 Mar Div nrdernd the execution ef hls Operatlon Orde;
8-63 and estzblished D-Day, H-Heur for Task Force Kile a8

30040CH Varch, fmask.Force”Kilo»was”the.namc,given the 'U. S.

“ Y

elem=nts participating in the coordinated ARVN and U, S.

attaclk northeust nf Dong Hu. The ARVN portlon was de51pnated

.. - i
- -', o vee, N e -
‘_ n.,, NN

LAM oy 203. IV uas % conglst of the lst Battallon, 2d Infantny

- e L o
YN SRR NS TS B S e o BEAS L AT

and *he 3d Eat*a’lon, ls+ InL2n1ry Regimcnts under cnntrol of

G

AN INES Soiit's) i ampreeratioese,

the ;yt ARV‘ lnfant Ty D1¢1 sirn Task organlza+1on of the
aeelonsorilo s nen om0 SR A v SR S

0. 3. r‘?m*n‘q und»r cent rol of fha 3d Mar D1v were. 3d Souadron,’

u‘,_:“h‘" TS ‘fJ [P

5¢h aav«lry (minua), anpﬁny % 2d Battallnn, 3hth Armor,

Ccmn'ny A lst Ba t lon, 50°d Aarbonne, (10lst Abn Div), nnd

ER B oo o RN

the ?d Rat+allnn, '*h uwr|ne ? piment 4h

RS [AS SRR L Jlrter N

ik
“IT REP 021, HO POV, -300001H to 3024000H Mar 68 -

‘MSG HO PCV dtg 2902387 Mar 68, Subiect: Executien, -
CPLAN 1-68 (FM cG, FCV T CCG, 1 ACD; CG,3¢ ¥R DIV; .
mther~)

¥SG HC 3d MAR DIV, dtg 205152 Yar 68 (F¥ <G, 34 MAR DIV
TC 3d MNiR DIV; TF FCRRIT; 3/5 CAV)

Threughout the peried tactical air was veing concentrated on

interdicting the enemy's main avenues of appresch inte the area



surreunding the Sanh and the larger AC of the 1 ACD, Special
emphasis was placed ~n neutralizing known and suspected lecations
of NVA artillbry'and'anti-aircraft artillery pesitiens. B-52
missions cntinued to give priority to the ‘suprert. ¢f Xhe Sanh

Cembat Base and ‘the pending operzan'c,:'.on.l'5

L5 ' ‘
MSG HO PCV, dtg 29M44L8Z Mar 68 (FM CG, FCV TC CC, Til I )

16 HO 1 ACD, dbg 3002157 Mar &2, fvbisct: Air Jurnert .
Cperatien FEGASUS, (FM CG, 1 ACD T CC, T7Y)

\EC HO TCV, dbg 310235Z Yav 68 (F¥ oC, 77V 7C 00, TIT 0T

tn 3C March General Westmereland in a messzge te ITG Cushman
expressed his confidence that weather wac reing o'acely
watched to insure that it did not inhibit gehtins the operaticn
cff %o a goo'd’ start. ‘eather was still the mcjer Tacter in
determining the timing ef the attack. Cenernl teztmorel-nd

\1so cxpresses his feeling for the impertont rcle *hat the

FC

Vietnamese Airberne Tasl Ferce was #r have'in the operation.l*(-‘

b |
¥3G He MACV, MACOAR3YL, dtg 3011502 Mar 8 e PTNSRAL
UESTMORTLAND TC LTG CUSHMAY, INFO: L7G el D I




Y

sypincer vrojects at the Ca-:lu (Lsnding Zone STUD) .airstrip were

cedahity-tre percent cumplete LY 30 . Marche. The .water point was . ..
in place, 12 bunkers had .been cempleted, logistic convoys had
arrived with 8AL matting Coi.he airfield and.bar:igrﬂma@qr§§;.
wap delivered., The fuel‘Syﬁtcm,Ior,rpfuelipgwaircraft.masA R
keing crmrleted and the estimated cempletion dat° fnr up-

grading ef the strip to C-123 capacity was 6 April.

N X e A - v :.' ’ ‘ ’ o ¢

P, HO L A(‘D, Gtz 3018152 Mar 68 (7 CG, 1 ACD TC

v
L 3 "
~

va, }C‘\:) . ) B :.,‘,.

CCP hevrs, 20 warch, 1. S. irmv, Marlneo, and ARVW rﬂe,
Seisiohmiothe. uerc'*"ﬂ‘ p*un fnr \oeratlnn Poresus five kile-

.The . search and destrey ararz.ion

e et e __.,1

s+ ked penerally.-north towerd the DMZ along the Gie.linh  »-

Ceteve nevtheast of eng pg,

SL s

™

~o-nial- Tiaing (aren “nt roen !ne Vau Vlet Rlvsr and the DI, .

'21  unifc reached the nss;ﬂncdlphase 11nevby;thatuaftornron",

Ceapllgeoef.bhe firsr, days operetlonss. Killed in Acticn: U,. Dor=Tive;

s - 1i; Snemy - 15C. eunded in Actien: U. 5. - Tive;

ARVE -

rn vy~ unkneifo Yiszing in Aciion° Us S0 = six. Dctﬁfneeﬁ:

LS A

v - bhree, - The 3d Bn, 1°+ LTVN- Regt° and the 3- Saodn,
- zcch logt ~ne armep:d personnel carrier destreved while “he
S0t e DRVN exptured 22 Indivi Juel -ne 11 crew serveu Veahons

[ e

(2%

Coom ' he enemye




tai g

(1T WED, HC PCV, 300001H to 3024COH Mar €8, No. 021

The 3d '»w Div ﬂuumontnd the 1st Mar R,p+ w1th the follow1ng
elements on 30 March: twe .2 1n1nbrtars; two rlato@ns (lQ)

of tanks (available within frur hours of any recuest); one

platcon {4) of CNTCS; and one shore party. Engineer suprort -
ceuld not be madglavailable‘becausevpf the heavy committment. of

the 1lth Engr Bn, A 105mm artillery battéry was to be pro-

vided from other I'CV resources.

/;9 . R '
13 »c ne 34 MAR DIV dtg 30191CZ Mar 68 (FM CG, 3d M“.R DIV
¢ 06, FCV) : - o

Cperaticn J33 STUART terminated 310800 March. .Cperational

cntrol of the 1st Marine Regiment hed passed to the 1 ACD

at 1500F heurs, 29 March, and the 3d Mar Div paesed CPC(N of

0
the 26th ¥srines in Khe Sanh, te the 1 ACD.s ‘The 1 ACD

5C
M5O MY PCV, dtg 3112237 Mar 68, Subject: Cperatien JEB
STUIT, (.“ 3G, PCV ™ G, TII MAF; CTHWRS) ‘ ‘

' .

MG 10 157 R TIV, dbg 2010572 Mar 68 (F¥ CG, lst MAR DIV

mo 06, POV CG, 1 AGD; CTHFRS)

SIT BT, UQ PCV, 310001H te 3L24C0H ¥ar 68, No 022



Y

Tactical Cperatiens Center bcgamc(operational at. 1Z STUD and

the 1 0D assumed respensiblity fer the PTCGASUS AQ. Operatien

PTGASUS began at O801H hours 31 March, and OPOCN ef the 1st Bn,
9th Marines, also in Khe Sanh, was passed te the 1 ACD at that ,

timcosl

51 . 4 ..
" MSG HO 3d MAR DIV, dtg 3107012 Mar 68 (F™ ©G, 3d ¥AR DIV
TC CG, 1 ACD and Lth MAR RIGT). . L

o ¢ . . 4

MSG HO 3d AR DIV, dtg O10L50Z Ysr 68 (FM CG, 3d MAR DIV
TC CG, 1 ACD and 2¢th MAR RZCGT) ’

Cn 31 March, radio contact was established between all peints, and

by morning of D-Day most voice circuits were in operation..
Installation ef teletype circults proved difficult. OSeme were
established by the evening of 1 Arril. Activation of all tele-

type circuits; hewever, was delaved by several days. The pre-

Llem was rne of interface between U. Se Army VHF and USMC

trope ecuipment.. The preblem was sclved by mutual and crnstant coer-
eration between Army and ggrine communicaters at the eperater,
comnand 2rd staff levels.

52 ' - .
MIMO, AVII-SC, HO PCV, 28 Arril 1968, ep. cit.

NOTE: ‘
With Operational Centrol of the 2fth Marine Regiment pass—
ing from the CG, 3d Marine Divisiocn te the CG, 1lst Cavalry
Divisien, Cperation SCOTLAND I was terminated at 0800H Hours,
"'31 March 1968, Statistics fer cperaticns invelving Khe Sanh
Cenbat Base prier to that date have been reperted as a part
ef Cperation SCOTLAND. :




of the 3d Bde, 1 ,iCl, The western Corps zone was cloudy during
the morming hours:with ceilings 0 to 300 feeb, . . Viaibility was -.;
reduced to O t0 2 miles in fog and light drizzle during-the morn-
ing hours, By'early afternoon the weather had cleared sufficient® -
1y for the lift. and thr brigade began landimg in support bases. -
north and south.of Route 9, The: Brigade headquarters moved.into
LZ 1.5 (4L8q 1D 935410) with the lst.Bn, 7th Cavalry. (closed at -
350H) and the 2d Bn, Tth Cavalry' (c" oscd ab 1650H). The 5th Bn,
Tth ¢ aVairy a.,saultod into LZ s (uaw o 928);38 ) and closed e.t

'!.’ 14 r':

that locgtlon by thbH hours.

RN 1
) :

By nightfall the two JMarine battalions were omn a lins extending
from L;62 XD 9847 to LBQ XD 9942, with units of the 3d Bde having
established defensive positions in the vicinity of LZ MIKE and _LZ

oy
[

“The deception operation nocrtheast of Dong Ha was.comcluded on 1.

Aprril with light contact, The friendly forces, consisting of the

2¢ Bn, 4th Marines, 3d Sqdn, 5tk Cav (U.S. frmy), and the ARV
Task Force (st Bn, 2d Inf, and 3d Bn, lat.Inf,) secured object-
ives on the south side of the 1iZ with no FIAF casualties report-

cde

Tight B-52 strikes were flown in support of Cperation DiGASUS,



'y .

The lat Cavalry Division (iirmoble) (veinforced) atbacked, on
1 4pril, by a combination of air and ‘ground assaults to.establish
fire support basos and comduct offcnsive operations on an axis

from Ca Lu to Khe Sanh,  The abttack wag to clear and open. Roube -

9 ‘from Ca Iu to The Sanh Combat’ Base and to-dostroy the enemy . .~

forces in the assigned area of responsibillby.” = 7

i

b 070CH hours s tho 2nd Battallon, lu’o Larlnes, a_nd the 2d
D-ttalion, 3d Harines, attacked west out of Ca Lu. The ls’o
Varines! battalion attacked to the worth of Route 9 and ..,elzed
Cbjective 6 (L8Q XD 997,67), while the 2d Bm, 3d Marines attack- -
od south of Route 9 and ook Cbjective 1 (L33 YD O1LY3T7). lioob-

ing little recistaonce the 24 Bn, 3d larines continued on to ovor-

run Objective 7 (L8 1D 005431 ),

:8 the llarines initiated tactical’opemtion‘ wost of Ca Lu, Company
3, 1lth Enginecr Bn, cormonsed the repair and up-grading of loube
9, As the operation progressed, and a infantry noneuver elements
cleared the flanks of the road, tio ~dditional engineer corpanies
were cormitbed to the project. The enpincers consbructed four by-

passes and cleared 1,5 kilometers of .luuic O on N=-Due

narly morning fog deloyed the, planned UTLU ;-3 assault by clements

Fals




four of wh:.ch were in the vici nluy of ﬁhe uanh vOX".bau ase. '

Poor um‘oher in ‘uhe morm.nrr cut tactical air support to 66

.)OI"t'.LO..» 1’0 th im. . J Jir jforce res uppl_,f of rmtcrlal
consistcd oi‘ e:l.ghL ¥ 1’30 and four £-123 air dropu for an input
of 115'.“6 tona, T 'enty—{‘our hellc(:‘:;%fls l:mded ca.rgo to boo.,t
the ‘t’otal input to 11'49.5' tonse ’Cne L-l”} 1a.nded with’ ).;h pass-

e

ongerse”

53
sIT 8P, HQ PCV, O01O0CiH to 012400 Apr 68, No 023
*RITSR, Hy POV, . O1000LH to 012L,00H fpr 68, Mo 2268 -
oo F, HQ PCV (TC"}), 010900H to C20900H fpr 68

<5

SR'S OAILY S, I TCV, 011200H to 021200H -pr 68

1

Cporation L::CLJSLB coniinued on 2 Apri_'l..vrlth the 2d m, 151;
Yarines and the 2d Bn, 3d Farines attaclking west, in zone,
comencing at 0655H. Completing 2 vertical envelopment ab
1745H, Co T, 2d Bn, lst l»r received small arms and aubo-’

matic weapons fire from an unimown-size enery force in the

vicinity of L83 X® 963LL3, Fire was returned and a helicopber -

gunship supported the ¥rrines. ‘Results of the engagement -
wore one U.S. KIi, four U.5. IA, three NVA KIA, and two

dotainces, Four iX-L7 rifles, onme B-LO rocket launcher, and



one -hinese | o-munlut (,hlcon J grcmde were captured. _ Mov:.ng
from tho area booby trap wWas det.onated woun_dlngv an adghtlQnal
Yarinc, ..t 20001 thc veutern mo.,t defen.,:we po-:.tlons fOr the'
2d Bn, lst lar were ab 11;87., pa 9,95)_.;2;_5 (Co',. L ;_.ndy,»G), a.r_id ,f_pr o
the 2d Bnm, 2d ‘ar ~t h8w o) 98r‘u>o (CO' s, F and H)e The, st
Bn, 15t ]ar:.neu rem.lned re.,ponsible ror )ch‘r‘l'by of Ca Lu and ,
17 2Ude The cormbined offort of the U.5. Ly and Marine .1n- e
gineers and the Navy Construction Battalion completed two brldges
and two more bypasses a3 they cleared almost three »lfli-omevter" Of g
oute Je T T P LA ORI S S S RS |
The 2d Bn, Tth Cavalry conducted an air assault begirmix}g»at; -1300H
into a landing zone in-the vicinity of 1,87 1D 890405 (L2 THOR )«
:11 » plus Cne objectives wero -taken with only light contact:
throughout tho PG00 A0, Other elerments of the 3d' Bdg conduct-

ed cleoring operations in the vicinity of their operating bascse

i-¢ B-52 5urikes with-al total of 36 zircraft were flown in sup-. ..
port of Operation iTGesin,  ive of the strikes were in-the area
around iHoB. The Y. . Havy Lflow 87 tactical air sorties, the Aix
worce flew 32, and the liarine Adr Wing flew 23 in support of
TG SUG, Alr-force resupply of. material into Khe Sama consisted

of seven 1-130 and four C-123 ‘air drops. for an inpub of 91.4 tons.
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General Rosson lauded the logistical effort which had‘beenm 1!
largely responsible for Operation FiEGAGUS being able ‘to meet:
the tight schedule imposed to tale maszimum advantage of . the ... -
weather, He rccognized that.the launching. of thefopjera‘tion‘,.i' -
on schedulo. had been due in o large -part.to.the outstanding

and dedicated offorts of the.logistical agencies, supportimg-

J PCV. General tosson informed Ceneral Cushmen:

Against short deadlines, and with exercise of the highcst
degree of professional expertisc, the officers and men of
Naval Support ickivity, Force Logistical Command, United. .
States rmy Support Cormmaond (Vrov), the 1lth Marine Force
Engineers, and:the 3d Naval Construction: Brigade developed .
a logistics base at the place required, at the time required
and at effective stockage levels, All concerned have acquitt-
ed themselves with distinction. ‘

This truly joint effoi‘ﬁ prévides not only a sburcé ’o'i‘ ﬁ)ride
and gratification, but reflects great credit on_ihe logistical
elements of participating Cervices, GLL DOIG’:‘..5 T

156, HY DOV, dbg.020200Z Apr 68, Subject: Operation
PICASUS, (Fm CG, PCV to GG, III NAF)

¢

On 3 spril, LiG losson notified 1G Tolsom that BG Troung had
concurred with the concept for the use .of .3VH forces in link-
ing-up .ith the 37th Janger Battclion in Khe Sarh, In accord-

ance with Generzl Tolson's plans, a company of the AV Task




Thirty-six helicopters landed with cargo to raise ths total. ., .;

cargo. delivered, to 162 tons,,

Ty e

Weather in the PEG/SUS area was marginal vntil noon due to -+° '
ground fog and haze, Scattercd cle-ring developed after noon''-

returning to fog and haze by 1000H, Visibility was going to = -

riles, ldvers i E . o

3 to 5 miles, lowering again ofter sunset. i S
Sh .- :.-‘ | .: ‘ ¢ | o :;1 P ”

st e, PUV O?OO 1n to oazuoon Apr 68 ro ogh S

IHTS"H HQ PCV OZOOOlH to 022L00% ' 1pr 68, Ho 23-68

SPEC BEF, H) POV (TOC), 020900H to 0309001{ «pr 68

COR'S DAILY \)U" HQ PGV, O”l200H to 031200H Apr 68

SN

“hen the 3d Bde, 1 ACD units air assaulted into LZ's CLTZS ..
and I'TXE on D-Day they were folloved by 105mm battcries of
tho lst Bn, 2lst Artillery, Dy ca‘rzg evening ‘Batbery C had'
airlifted into LZ CATGH . wﬁile Battery B was ﬁ&ved i#to Lz |

e

YIKT. After the 2d Bn, Tth Cav completed its nir assauld

into I THOD of 2 April, Battery * of the 215t Artillery .
closod‘intd the landlng zone at léSOH.)S AT

LORIDGLY 3IT REF, HQ POV, 1 apr and 2 Apr 68




Force was to be nade avall zble to him at )uanpf Tri on the morn-

i’

ing of L .pril, 57

57 L A
HSG, H} PCV, dtg 031339Z Apr 68

Two battalion-size air assaults =nd one battalion airlift by
ele~ents of the 2d Bde, 1 ACD, previocusly scheduled for D plus
Thrce were moved up to D plus Two in order to extend ground
actions 1n Operatlon PEGASUS to the southeast of khe Sanh Ccmb t )
Base, r"he 1zt and 24 B“tt‘.llon., » Sth Cavalry and the 24 B;ttal:.on,
'//-——--—-——-/‘-"""*-"“‘w—

12th Cavalry conclucted an alrllft to L STUD to otage for commtt-
ment into their portion of the 1 ACD's &O. At 1225H 1‘.he d Bde

K‘- . ——.
D 900345)s The 2d Bn, 12th Cav assawlted into L7 TIMOTHY (hsﬂ

began the air assaults. 'ﬂm 2d Bn, Sth Cav attac zed LZ 101( (h8ﬁ
) 880360) and secured the area for the landing of the lst Bn,
5th Cave £11 2d Bde units, including 4, B, and C Batterles, Lt »
1, 77th Artillery, closed into the brigade AO with only light ’
contacke At 1330l in the vicinity of LZ T(i. Co. Dy 2nd Bn, Sth
Cov. received four rounds of recoilless rifle fire resulting in
& HebaKIL, ive vrounded. LZ THOTEY came under artillery

attack at 221501, while the 3d Bde's Lz MIKS ccme under mortaxr




attack about ten minutes later, Three men were killed at LZ

TICTHY while the 1st Bn, 7th Cav. at LZ MIKS suffered no cas-

ualties,

3d Rde elerments conducted local ground operatioqs aroond LZ
1H, TE THOR, and 17 GATIS on 3 April, while the lst larine
negiment wnits advanced to the western boundary of their as-
signed .0, Ingineer units working on.loute 9 were working

on the bridge at 183 D 976,35 at the close of D plus Two,

’eather in the 1Che qanh area on 3 Aprll vas low cvercast wn.th

heavy fog durlng the morning, Partial clearlng by lhOOH per-
m:.tted resupply until mrglral condltlom returned at 2200H.
Alr Force re.,uppl,y oi‘ material comlstod of flve c-130 a.nd
threc 3-123 air drops for an input of 75.4 tons, Nine heli-A
copters landed with cargo and the total input on 3 Api'il wag
85,6 tons, The lower imput into'Khe Saﬁh was reqliéstod be-
cause desired stockage levels ingide ﬁhe éombat bage hed boen

reached,

FFive B-52 strikes were flown in support of IFGASUS with all of

the missions supporting the Ihe Canh camplex, One hundred .

thirty-six tactical air sorties were [lown by Air Force, Marine, .

and Havy pilots in support of the operations.




The deception'bla.n', “intiated on 30 ¥a éh; ‘had been so successful

that it was continued as o separate’ operation by the 3d Mar:Dive "

The 3d Fn, 3d Tiorines in coordination with the 2d ARVIV Jepty o

began sx-récping‘ south from Gio 1inh (L87'YD 213732) with final N
58
objectives west of dong Iln,

LI

SIT =P, 1o PCV, O300CLH to 032LCOH Apr 68, No 025
IWTW, HY POV, 030001 to 032LCOH ipr 68, Ho 2h~60
C¥EC TP B POV (TOZ), 030900H to OLO9OOH Apr 68

“TT 7OF, HY 1 ACD, O300CLH to 032L0CH apr 68

on L ipril, the 26th Marine Regimerit, under OPCO;‘.'“.cvx.E thé l “CD
since 31 liarch, atbacked out of the Zhe Sanh Cambat Base. at
06001, the lst Bn, 9th Marines moved southeast with Hill L71 (LGC
) 846939) as their objective, Prior to and during the assault, -
the Yarines were supported by extensive artillery fire. £lthough
thae attnacking force met little resistance, 30 NVA bodies were. dis=
covered, The hill was ccurcd by 17204, During the night, the
arlne.a rccc:l.vod one hundrod c;_,ht 82mm nortur, seventy-tuo 12m
roctet, and twelve 152mm a“tﬂ.lory roundu into thelr ﬂo.,lt:.on... -

seven larines were ki]_'l.od ard thirty-four wounded.



The 2d Bn, .lst l'arincs and the 2d Bn, BQil;sgl‘incsg vept. ’oi_‘,CaLu,.: .
concentrated on cloarirg the area around Route 9. G.Company, 24
Bn, 3d Far south of .loute 9, engaged: seven‘_enew_,‘sold;;grs’{ at

15150, Artillery was fired resulting. in ome VA killed .and one

AK-L7 rifle captured, IS

At Lz THOD, the 2d Bn, Tth Cav continued to secure the area- -
arourd the landing zone, Companies A and G engaged an enemy..
force of wimaown size in the vicinity of: 483 XD 883399, at |
13,0, Artillery supported the two companies. Result of the
engagement were: two .G, Kii, five U.S. WIA, seven KVA KI4,.
four AK-47's, one Light machine gun, one Soviet tran..formcr,

one Chicom Claymore nine, and an assortment of armunition cap~

tured,

The artillery build-up within the operational area continued . . -
with the airlifting of Batterr 4, 1st Bn, 30th Artillery into.
1z TDOTHY at 1510, and Battery B, lst Bn, 77th Artillory into

LZ TCf at 1600H,

Cix B-£2 _,tr:.‘«'o., were flowm in uquort of the Khe Sanh arca,
delivering 900 tons of ordln_nce. Tactlcal alr utr:.kes flown

during the day mcluded ll U Sl .C., 51 Alr Force, and llh

Navy sorties, Slxty—tuo of the strlkes were in the nmcdlate



vicinity of ikhe Honh, P P A R

Total Air Force i rsupply of material accounted for 105,9 tonsze
Five 3-130 and ‘Tour C+123 air drops.were nade with.three. of the
£-130's delivrring cargo using the.ground parachute extraction ..

system, . "ifteen GH-U6 and two JH-53 helicopters landed with .. |

cargo boosting the imput to 170 tons, One C-123 landed with  °.

Lly passengers. . .

Northern I C orps was cvereas tuduring the corly morning hours’
with collln 3 rangl“ﬂ ren 0 %o 300 fcot. Visibility was O to
3 mllCo in fog durlng Lbc Girlj nornan houro. 'Aftor 0Q0CH

59

visibility was gencrally 3 to 5 miles in haze ‘and fog,

5IT 2oP, HYy P2V, CL0001H to OL2LOOH Apr 66, No 026

iy

TSW:, EY POV, CLOOOLI to OL2LoOl ipr 68, No 25-68

A g

SPIC RIP, 0T POV (7.5, OLOSOCH to 0959001l ipr 68

At 05151 on the morning of 5 ..pril, an cstinated XV battzlion
lawnched a covnter-attacl:i-against elements of the lst Bn, 9th

larines occupylng Hill 471, ™, "h;t 1a5 later to he described by
50

LTS Cushman as one of thc hlghl_ghtg of the battlc ‘for The Senh,

Liua LU
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yG, I, I3iI 1T, dtg 060252

A, B, and D Companies of the 9th ¥arines held off the enemy
force.' contact continued throughout the day as the-enery ' ' -
erployed small arms, automatic weapons, B-LO rocket and mortar
fire against the i‘riehdly positions, Tactical Air, artillery: '
and orbar fire supported tho Yarines, The battalion lost one
men %illed and 19 wounded vhile accoutlng for 122 NVA 1'1lled anci
five prlucner.,.' .The prl-'oner., revealed tnat the ],ar:Lnes ha.d

)

success{ully throvm back the 7tn Bn, 66th Reg"«"xent, 30)41'.11 ;WA.

Divigion, = The enery also lost 13 nght machlm guns s 29 AK-.L?
rifles, two SX3 rifles, one B-440 rocket launcher, one ’h-SO rifle,
one 60rm mortar and miscelloneous grenades, cqulpment, and food

stuff,

Tr- 1st Bde, 1 ACD began moving to Lz STUD where they were to
stago in preparation of 2n cir assault into their as.,lgned AQ.
By 1330i tho first assault elements of the Bdo le.nded in 1Z

e T (U8 1 8&531111). Yeeting no resistance on the LZ, the "

[SAN 73 P

Bce lcss ‘the 2d Bn, 8th Cav closed by 1515H, -

Controct was | moderato to heavy throughout t.he operatioml area 23

o

R




cavalrymen and YArines concentrated on’company-size operatioms® 7
to secure the dominating terrnin around’ khe:5znh and along’Route
9,” “lements of the 1lst Bn, Sth Sav ;) lst Bn, O8th Cavj 2d‘Bn, Tth
Cav; 1st Bn, 12th Szv; as well ~s'the '1st Bn, 9th Marines made- il

contoct irith encry uu.to oJ" wp to o,um:ted butt.;llon utrcr'"tns.

oy

S
'-:’u PSR :

S Y
(3

At 11001, an asrial rocket artillery: (ARA) helicopter ongaged
an enerry Lank seven iilometers couth of TGCB (vie 180 863%)e
The tom had been Tiring into Li.7%F OTIY and withdrew to'the .

south when “ired uwpon with 2,75 in, ‘rockets.

gy Y

- | - AR
BT P Arbals

iloute 9 had been reconstiructed for 1 distance of S S k:l.lomotcru
fron Ca Lu} ;'i'our'.bridg'es and’ twelve bypisses had ‘been completed . ./
bf "the ‘end of ‘D ’'plus Four, Reswpply efforts into fhe Sanmhiac~ /in
counted Zor 18%,7 tons, ' Eipghty-four point one tons were. air-’: .
1..1‘ sod by hcln.copter ‘while the Air force’C=-123°snd C-130f‘air-

drops dolivered 96,6 tons, A 30 day supply of rations’and-17: ‘.
plus days of mejor armunition was on hand in the corbot bqéé 25
plens were made for the 1 ACD units to start drawing from Khe

sarh ctocks as well a.o ;Cron tho F3°/5008 at Ca Lv,

Weather in the ‘northern portion of %the Corps area of operations
was narginal with overcast ceiling ranging from O to 500 feet

in the eorly rorning, After 1200H the area was partly cloudy

;



to cloudy with ceiling above 3000 feet. After 2000H,.all areas,
had ceilings ranging from 800 to 2000 feet.. Visibility: was.0.to
3 miles- in fog during the early morning hours, After 100CH vis=- ..

ibility was 4 to 6 miles in haze. - I

Tuo Arc Light (B-52) strikes with a total of 12 aireraft were =
flown in support.of the operation,: Tactical air strikes flown

in support of PEGASUS added wp to 1LO sorties. . Of these the .. ..
Marines: flew 72, the Air Force 17, and:the Navy 5l.. Eighty- .-
nine of these were delivered in the:immediate vicinity of khe, .. .

Sanh Combat Base,

The. base ‘itself: continued to be harrassed by enemy . artillery . .

and mortar rounds,’-A total of 57 incoming rounds were accounted.
‘fcr during ‘the period 0900H, S ipril: to 0900H, 6 April.. - Cumula-,
tive results for the first five days of Operation PEGASUS. showed. .
302 enemy killed, 35 individual and 16 crew-served Weapems cap-.. .,

pured, 0L

SIT 2EP, Y POV, 050001 to 052LO0CH Apr 68, No 027

LTS, HY FCV,- 0S000LI to 052LOCH: Apr 68, Ko 26-68
SPEC.RIF, HY POV (TOC), 0S0900H to 060900H Apr. 68

SIT REP, H7 1 AGH, 0S0001H to 052L00H Apr 68, No 096




During the enrly morning hours- (0410l to 0500H) of 6 Lpril, .
Company B, 1ot Bm, 12th Cov received: two B-LO rocket and 5. .
60mm mortsr rounds into their positions southwest of LZ SHAPPLile
small arms and artillery were called in on the enermy locabicn.
A search of the area, i‘ollowmg the encounto**, revecled 12 LVA
killed. blght B-L4O rocket rounds, two ‘k-u?' 55 one .;\.Ix- 5 f.‘oi:r
gas maslks, 12 k-h'{ magazines ‘,nd SOome mn..,cella.neous docuneﬁts '.
were captured. No frlcndlf C"Sllaltl;as were otstc.med.' Lc uGI‘ .tﬁ
the mornlng elements of the 1st Bn, 12th Gav conduct:mg securltx_
operations in tha gene_ral area where the enemy tank had been en-
gaged the previous day found 28 V.. bodics, 12 mdlndual and one
crew-served weapon, West of LZ UNAPFER, 1t 0000H, A Conpany, Sth

sav found an additional HVi body and one AK-LT rifle. e,

wiithin tha 2d Bdo's AO, the Lt and ”d Bn, Sth Cav conducted Tocal
operations around L7's DTVOTHY and TCM. At 1152H, Compam]' D, 1st
Bn, 5th Cav in the vicinity of TIM O’"FIY, was h:Lt with 70 rounds of
unlmown size mortars, Artillery was flred on the su.,pected eneny
positions with unimown resultss Forty-seven U.S. soldicrs were

wounded by the enemy abtacke

The 2d Bn, 12th Lav novcd northewst from L7 TII {OTHY to rel::.evo ‘the

1st Bn, 9th Mar:.nes on H.Lll h’(l ¥ith the rellef effected byL.OuH,

AN

the lfarines mltlated a clearing attacl: to the northwest.



At 1OOH ¢ Company, Sth Bn, 7th Cav air assaulted into the high

ground northeast of Xhe Sanh Combat Base in the vicinity of 48Q
XD 850425, Thirty-five minutes later, Company B, of the.same
battalion, assaulted northeast of Xhe Sanh into 48Q XD 86uh22,

}alking a sveep oouthxrest of KSLB, c Company, 2d Bn, 7th Cav en=-
gaged a sniper nt J.}héH, resulting in one WA KIA Continuing
their operations to within three kilemeters of the base, the
company Iilled 1 of the enemy and captured 15 individual weap-
ons, five crew-served weapons, six cases of 60mm mortar ammu-

nition, 100 rourds of 82rm mortar ammmition, one motor cycle,

and 100 rockets of fussian manufacture.

Five kilometers northwest of K52B, G Company, 2nd Bn, 26th
¥arines ocnge god a cmpany-slze ;L‘orce. The Marines received

_ heav:,f small arms, automatlc weqpona, and artlllery fire. I‘J.re
Va3 retumod, .,upported by mortars and artlllery.' Contact which
benan mround noon contlnued until 1930H, The re.;ults were foui'

UsEC X1, h? wounded, and L8 NVa 1c1]_led.

The initial relief of Khe Sanh and the link-up of forces came
at 1350H, 6 pril, when a company from the ;RVN Airborne Task
Force air-landed in Lhe base and linked-up with the ARV 37th

Ranger Battelion, Owecping outside their per:unet.er, in ..

A e .,



conjuction with the operations of the 26th Merine Hegiment, the -
Ranger battalion moved into an area previously hit with tactical
alr and srtillery support, The Vietnamese uits found 70 NV
dead, four 60mm mortars, 16 AK-L7's, six SKS's, two 2'G's, “one

12, Trm Yeavy machinegun,: and one flare pistole ~ == - "7 " byl

Artillery support at L7 Sﬁ;ﬂ”fﬁl v}a.'; ‘inﬁre‘aséci orn() '\.pr:.l 6ver

the ome 105rm howitzer battery (Battery A, 2d Bn, 19th Artillery)
which was air land on the previous day, - Battery B, 2d Bn, .19th
Arty was airlifted inbto SNAPFER at '11L5H, and Battery B, 1st Bn.:”
30th arty at 1745H.

c .

,Le.,upply oi‘ m,_.ter:La.L, ’.moun{,ed to 76 tons dropped from C-1?3"'1. |
and C-130's vhile hel_Lcoptcr" landed an addltlonai 12 ton.a. ;
Two B-52 strilkes delivered a tobal of 360 tons of exploolvos 1ﬂ

" support of the Khe Sanh perimeter, vhile 115 tactical aly. strikes
wore flown in the TIGASUS AQ, The Marine Corps flew 63, the Air
" Force flew 48, and the Ilavy flew L sorties,

' Weather in the The Scnh area was marginal on 6 April with fog -

2
[

< until 1000H and thereafter clear,
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fnemy resistance in the imrediate vicinity of Khe Sanh Combat
Base began -to decrease on 7 April- as elements of the:l ACD; the .
26th Yarine Regiment, with the lst Bn, 9th Karines; and the 37th
ARVIT itanger Battalion cleared to the south, east, and north, . ..
vhile the enemy initiated attacks by fire were fewsr,.ground. . .

probes against friendly pocitions continued,

S nde
One battalion of .the A:VH Airborne Task Force began air assault-:
ing into LZ SWAKS .(L82 1D 815274 ), two kilometers southwest of .. .
Khe Canh Base, at 131hH. ‘he initial landing of -the battalion - -
(minus one company which had air-landed in EKhe .Sanh the previous.
day) Was unopposed. Hm evor, ot 111351‘1 heavy mortf..r and artll'l.ery
fires were recelved :.n t.he lmdlng zone. "’he battallon (mlnus)
closed 1nto‘L SN by 1650H. | N

At 1335H Company B, 2d Bn, Tth Cav south of LZ THOR, in the-vicinity
of 487 70 .881400, found 24 KV, bodies believed to, have been killed
in the previous days fighting. . Shortly af*er finding the enemy dead
the company. observed and killed five additional NVA,.::Less than ‘2,000
meters to the west D Company, 2d Bn, Tth Cav, found 30 NVA soldiers,

in uniform, in a mass grave.

F and G Jompenies, 2d Bn, 26th }arines, operating northwest of K3CB

in the vicinity of 180 XD €11L31 contacted an estimated enemy company




in well dug-in positions, The N7A erployed small arms, automatic
weapons supported by mortars. The Marines attacked with organic :
weapons supported by mortars, Contact was broken by the Marines
‘at 2030H, Friendly cosualties were two KIA and’ 21 wounded,”
Enemy casualties were WwiMovn,

Lk : ' oo R P O TN

Artillery ground and air observers were particulary successful
D plus Six in placing Tire on hostile elements, 'They were

credited with L6 enemy killed, - 7 °

T _‘.;'\'\

Weather :x.n the P_JG, J'J" arca xms clear follomng an early mornlng

haze and 2442 tactlcal air strlkc.) were flown in the ooeratlon .l |
zrea, The 7th Air Force toppcd t.he llst m.th 108, whlle the

liavy Tan a close second with ‘91, The lMarines flew the:rest.

Cnly two B-52 strikes hit'in' the PEGASUS ‘area as US and RV °
ground troop werired on 511 gides of the previously surrounded

outpost,

By 7 Lpril, the engincers worlding on Route 9 had completely re-

constructed over 8 ldlometers of the road ‘and had replaced or
63

rebuilt five of 'the nine bridges to Fhe Sanh,-

63 ;.v-'.-‘lz . e Lo
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At.0350H, on the morning of 8 ipril, an element of the. ARVHAir-.. -
borne Task ‘Force came under i ground _attack near the 3d ARVI{ - Abn
Bn Command.Pest (48Q D 812372). The element again received small
arms with mixed mortar fire at OWLOH, : The enemy withdrew at 0715,
A sweep of the area revealed 7l encmy KIA with two detainees and

39 weapons captured. ARVI casualties were 11 KIA and 30 WId,

N

The 1lst Co, .3d ARV Abn Bn, engaged an estimated enemy squad at;

16001, The squad was protecting on artillery forward observer. .. .
. .

p:n'ty in the v’.Lc:Lm.ty of ).;BQ ) Q) 889388 At 1735H cont.act was

B , s

termlnated m.th one -‘Tlendlj M, one enemy YI.‘\., three 1nd1v1dual

ol o ) ‘v.f’v.

AT T

wmpo*:s a.nd one radlo captured frcm t.he enemy.

o . R I) [T "
. : e ty

All elements.of -the 3d ARVN sbn' TFy which consisted of the 3d ...
(minus 1st Co), 6th and 8th Abn Bns, closed at IB(SNAKE séven -
kiltmeters west of Khe. Sanh Base.  The’ task force began offensive,

operations to the west along foute 9.

Completing the 3d Bde, 1.ACD's link-up with the Combat Basc,. c -
Co, 2d Bn, Tth Cav closed at “he Sanh at 100CH, followed by -
the 3d Bde headquarters at 1015H, The lst and 5th Bns, Tth Cav'
continued to secure the area around LZ NIKD, Lz C\.TBo‘?Mand Lz
TIIOR, Companics B and C, of Lho Sth Bn, 7t.h Cav h.;.d recelved

small arms fire a.nd nine rOcI\at.; mto thelr perlmeter (LtBQ XD

851425) carlier that momlng.




In the 2d Bde A0, “the Ist Bn, Sth Cav worked out of Lz TDMOTHY and
Lz T with the 2d Bm, Sth Cav conducting operations in the vicin-
ity of an old French fort at 1:8¢ 1 858387, The 2d Bn, 12th: Cav,
51tuated on Hill 471, sent tno companies attacking to the:south

into the villapge of khe'Sanh (L8Q XD 8L7382)e -

Within the lst Bdé's area of op‘é‘ration, the lst Bn=, 12t.h C.av cdn-:
tinued operations southwesh of Khe Sanh Combat Bases "At 100CH
Compary D, 1st Bn, 12th Cav engaged’ an un'mown size enemy forcec
abt L8y X 829398,  The enemy broke contact at 103CH, “The re-" "
sults of ‘the actions Were five U.Se’ T.TA and three enermy killed -

T gl

with five wreapons captured,

Attocking to the West of Khe Sa.nh, the 1st Ru, 9th Ma.rlne., selzed
Hill 869 (L83 D 8071109) at 07301 with no opposmt:.on. I’orthweut
of K30B Companies F'and G, 2nd Bn, 26th larines found”37 'KVA..

killed from a'contict the night before at 2030Hs

A total of 119 scrties of tactical air struck 1n support df ‘the
arca with ninety in the vicinity of Xhe Sanh, Aiir I'orco reuupply
consisted of two G-130 and four £-123 air drops, Thirteen heli-

copters lond with cargo whilo two 0-123's londed with L5 'passen{;crs.64
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The 1st Bde on.9..pril conducted operations. around LZ GHAPPER .
. iwith offcnsive.manewers to the, north northwest. Eight kilo~
reters south of Khe Canh Corbat Base (L8Q 7D, 831326), -Co A, 1lst
Bn, Oth Cav received sniper {ire ab 1014H, Artillery,and tact-.
iczl air support were colled in on the enemy's. positioms, . The

results were one friendly and eight enemy killed,

e

At the seme time, Campany B, lst Bn, 12th Cav engagod %o in- .

dividuals attempting to avoid:contact;. results:. 4o HVA. KIA. oy
i cache was discovered in the area (L8Q. 1D 7_8535._5'1\)".,_<:‘9n3‘3}‘stj.ng‘_;"
of : 300 Chicom gremades, 50 B-hO rockets, one . fiK=h7 rifle, one .
chicom 7.62rm rifle, one SKG riflo, and one ¥-60. machinegun, .

T ov.mn' northea.;t (bﬁ'g 10 u3h38)4) they m\md 50 HVA killed by

TR I
¢

elther t ctlcal aJ_r strll'es or a.rtlllery et ZLlth.

At 1355H Company C, lst Bn, 12th Cav received 22,1‘91111'45:“01_.‘.‘-;‘ _
artillery, Counterfire was placed énthe suspected-éeRemy - - |
location (hBO XD 770320), FEnemy losses vere unimovn while one

[0} soldn.er wao wounded. “

.n operations four kilometers south of ¥50B, Compeny D, lst DBn,
. 12th Cav found a large weapons and ammunition cache conta.’!.ni,ng:
15 MK T1s, 29 SKO's, four 82mm mortars (three w1‘uh ba.seplat.e),

one 0lrm rortar with ba seplate , one Browm.ng Automa.tlc Jn.fle s -




one 82mm launcher (B-10); two ,!:5:cals pistols,’ one. 17-60 imachine-

guﬁ;”three B-40 rockeb launchers, one 1PS-Ui3 sub-machinegun, .five

light m chme'mns, four X-16's, 9h3 rounds of §2rm mortar ~rmuni-

tn.on, l 3 B-140 rock et.) s 617 roundo of 6&1"\ '*ortar axmunltlon,

”OOOO vhn.com grenades ’ SO OOO rounds oi‘ I.K-L'? axmr.unit:.on, 300

pound., of TIIT a.nd 25 pound.. of med:.cul .;upplleu.

Y
o

The 1st Bn, Sth Cav' continued to secure LZ TOIf and TL-OTHY: with-,
in the 24 Bde's area of operation, South of Khe Sanh the 24 Bnyo

Sth Cav a.nd ’c.he 2d Bn, lzth uaV conducted offemlve operaulom.

.
I I
S

Conpany D, d Bn, bth Cav unccvered a gr*ve cont.aln:mg 35 ‘WA |
bodleo a’a 09051{ in the v1cln1ty of h87 m 85537;. Lovmg f\wthcr

)

to the .,odt.h,_ they i‘ound an a:mnunltlon c:cho at 133OH. The cachc

N

conta:.ned Wl rounds of 82nm nortar mr"unlt:.on, u8 round., ‘ f 60mn

/]

.\_;

nortar azmunltlon and onc :Lndlv:Ldual ac:mon.

At 1100H Corpany ‘Ay 24 Bn, 12th Cav located ‘acache (48] XD: 856
39) consisting of: 3L Chicom”grenades, 22, B-}0 rockets, seven

.)OVlO'b r:.‘:le greruies ’ .,1:r Ch:.con ant:.-oer.)onnel wx:Lnes ’ i‘:we

T NI R U bt SR e

mn.cm rifle grcnad&, R 13 COnn nortar roxmds, 700 J.lght machlne-

»\'.I

gun. round.;, lbO {-47 rourdg s 30 pound., of .,hlcom e:{plOolVOu, one

5%s rifle, and 16 Chicom gas maskse

T

inother cache was found at 16151, in the vicinity of 40n % 3h9

375, by A Corpany, 2d Bn, 5th Cav. Tneluded in the find were six

4
. .



5KS's, five AK-UT's,itwo.light machineguns, ;- one }~2. carbine, ...

one L5 cal. submachine gun:.(grease-gun);and -one 12-gauge.shobs .

’ L e
R T T
PR IO

~gun, e e S S B

In the 3d Bde area, t.he 2d and Sth Bn.,, 7t.h Cav conducted orfen-'

sive operutlons :.n the area around tho ’:he Sanh ba.;e, wh:x.le the

;, I

1st Bn, Tth Cav contmued to .,ecure LA TI'\.J and Lz TIIOR. ‘me
cormond post of “the 5th Bn, Tth' Cav was airlifted into the:combat

base pPropers RE : T S

The 26th I'arn.m Regt contlnued to :Lmtlate attaCko to the north-

! . RUIEATEY

weut oi‘ Khe oa.nh 1n an effort to vecure the baue. An elcment “of

K ompan,}', 1st Bn, 26th lm:mes fo.md e:x.ght ’Wg bodies in a ...hal-‘

low grave a.t llOOH (hBQ XD 779hh5 ). To the south of that locat-
tion, the 3d Bn, 26th ha.rlne., recelved automatlc weapons a.nd 120
mm mortar fire at IL'LlSH. Art.l.uery returned fire on the' sus:
pocted enemy positionse ‘The : results wereone I'ia.riner}d,l‘l,lgd‘ and -

13 wounded. . Enery :losses were undeterrmined,

Headouar‘bers a.nd Headquarter., Ccmpany, 1st Bn, 9th Ha.rlnes, ‘re-
cen.ved 18 roxmd., of Gamm mor tar fire at O720H. Artinery sup-

ported t.he Iiarmes. Frlendly casualtle., were two KIlL and four

. T
s e D

wounded,



in operations norihwest of LZ 5TUD, B Company, 1st Bn, 1st -

‘Varires at 1047H attempted an cirlift into an LZ at L8Q XD

995512, The landing had to be aborted because of intensive.
ground fire. Heavy Drepar vhory fires preceeded the second

aosaul’a and thc wnit sucees Pully landcd at 121).

. t

The 3d VI ABN TF continucd .offensive: operations.out.of LZ .
GUAKE on 9 April, An clement of the 6th ABH Bn rececived a
grenade into their dci‘cnuwe position in the early morning

\

howrs, Ab “6LOH, the .RVla uhlt wﬁneuvered against the en->
emy force, J;r;'e m.lomeuor south of K¢ uB, and ouccecded in’
capturing é,nlmmwblfficer. an unl;ncmn size enery force at-—l
tacked the 8th ABN Bn at 0000H near LZ SLHAKE. The enemy
ermployed small arms and automatic weapons fire, Contact

was brolen at O81GH with cight enemy killed and five in<,
dividual and one crew-scrvod weapon captured, . The 3d ABN

Bn (480 ¥D 795393) at 1200H came under artillery attack with
encry losaes unknown, At 1555H, the same unit, roceived
mortar and small arms fire approximately .one kileoneter south-.

cest of the previous encounter, - Counter-nortar fire was re-.

soldiers vere wounded, - Battery C, lst Bn, 30th frtillery was
airlift into L2 SHAKS from oZ STW, during the day to support

+the Taslk Force.

turncd, again with unlmorn enery losses, Ten additional AQVIl. .



Three C-123's landed at Khe Senh.along with nine helicopters to:
deliver 19 tons of enuipment. There were no air drops on9 April

because the airstrip vas opem to all types of aircraft,

(‘ne hundred five sort,z cs were floun in support of the area m.th

69 strikes in the immediate vicinity of the combat base. ‘Ihere .

were no B-52 strikes flown in support of ‘Operation I’EGA.‘JIB.-65 .
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Oporation PEGASUS continued on 10 April with supporting fires -
accounting for the majority of enemy casualties inflicted. The -
reconnaissance element ‘of the 1 ACD, the 1lst Bn, 9th Cav was

extremely active, At O9L5H an element of Company A, lst Bn, 9th
Cav killed one NVA in the vicinity 'of 483 XD 793363. “At-the - -
same time an aireraf® from the same wunit observed a PT-76 tank -
loczted in a suspectod enemy asscombly area. Tactical air strikes
were called on the enemy tonk, The PT-76 was destroyed and 15
W4 were killed, Tho camouflagod Lank was located near L8Q XD

720375,



Later in the day another aireraft from Company: L observed vhab

the pilot estimatcd to be one hundred Vi in the vicinity of 180
v Th6368, artillery was called on the target with 30 1L lilled
by artillery fires. Four sccondary explosions were also observed.

Lt 161511 in the vicinity of L8y D 792265, A uompc.ny engugcd an

additional 15 1nd1v1duz~L vho 'ltucnp"'cd to ovade contact, Iesults

of the actn.on were thrcc NN ’::I.'-.

4 cache of wespons was found by Compary &, 2d Battalian, 5th Cav
at 1205H. "'he cache, locz ted at 2;8’3 D 85‘4360, contalned onc 12 7
m anti-cireralt weapon, one 1lght machmemm one B-I;O rockct
Tauncher, 50 SK5 riflecs, three [X 47 *"i“ es, one H-2 carblno, and
two flore pistols, Company s 01 t.he 5250 b:dt’m:t1 ion hed dlucéverea
six 1V killed at 1130 (.80 1 8491:22). 4% the same loc“tlon‘hhere
the weapons cache was Lound by Co £, ond Bn, 5th Cav, the unitl ‘also
found: 12 rounds of 82rm mortar acnition, two rounds of 60mm
nortar arrmunition, 900 rounds of .50 cal. omsunition, 315 pounds
of T, one Ch:.com r'd.Lo receiver, 50 cand of powdered nils, 30
cans of tea., two 1dnuenb, 112 rmess kits, 2 o maps, one ice che.,t,
200 pounds of canned food, 600 pourds of sugar, L5 VA pac c and 2

pounds of medical suppliesa

The 2d Bn, 26th liarinos, located on Hill 661 (187 ¥D 80LLhly), Te-

ceived three rounds of 82rm mortar fire. The sporadic {iring re-

sulted in the wounding of one ¥arine at 1620H,




Two B=52 airstrikes hit encry positions in the vicinity of Lang:
Vei (137 % 79L363)e Tacticol air provided 89 sorties in support
of the opcration, while 177 artillery fire missions wore delivered
with 2,932 rounds expended. ‘ o

LI

s

The enemf'continued to pull .jway from the ‘(hé Sanh a:éea. U.S.
Axry, UdS. Yarines, and AVi forces were operatlng in and all
around the cormbat base with the 3d Bde, 1 A7D be:.ng respomlble

sor the immediate security of the base itsolf.

4
€ N

irtillery eler'ent.) in support of t.he 1.9 began to malke their ex-

traction from the area of ope;atlon as unltg of the ]st and 3d Bdog
' 66

begen moving into the Guang Tri area,

66
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oute 9 mto 'Cho Sanh Corbat Ba,c wos officially opened April 11
as a slzss 50 fToad at 1600H, General hcstnoreland and L'T‘G Rosson
expres SOd their congratulations to the llth Ingr Bn, nT, and ‘the
8th “ngr Bn, 1 ACD for their initie tive, drive, and outota.ndlng

display of engineering skill, GCeneral Westmoreland described the

task as "herculcan',. In 11 days the en~ineers had reconstructed




over 1, ilometers of road, repaired or replaced 9 bridges and
constructed 17 by-pzsses. In zddition nmimcrous sections of the

road had %o be cicured of landslides and craters.

Alt;hough enery initiated attacks by fire increased, cbﬂfhcw
consisted primarily of small unit actions as the 1 ACD wlementis
began to withdraw from the ITGAsUS 40 in preparction’ for Cperation .
DELUAL.  The 1ot Bde, less the 1st Bn, 12th Cav airlifted into

an arca south of Quang Tri City, and the 37th AU TE- Ranger En moved ¢
to.Da liang., The weather dctoriorated to rain in the afternoon to

slow the extraction of the 1 ACD units,

Beginming late in the morning of 1l .pril, A, B, and G Companies,
1st Bn, 12th Sav began moving toward the site of the Lang Yei
special Forces Camp (L83 D 783358)s The camp had been over-Iii
by IV Forces on the night of 6-7 February. At 1437H Companics

A and G reccived 1y rounds of m}determincd size artillery in the
vicinity of 1:83 1 785360, As dusk approached (10C0H), B Company,
1st Bn, 12th Cav made contact with an estimated 30 individualse
srtillery and tacticol air viere called in on %he cnery's bunkers
a_nd fighti'ng positiéns, Two cavalrymen were wounded vhile thao
encry loct 07 killed, Hquipmont captured by the company wes pri-
r':*.rlly U.0. cquipment vhich ine enemy apparcntly had seized ihen

the Zong Vel canp wus baken, Tneluded werc: cight carbines, one



M-1 rifle, one 3.5 in, rocket launcher, one light machinegun,.

two 57rm recoilless rifles, and one Olrmm biped, S

in element of 4 Corpany, 15t Bn, 9th Cav, operating in the area
on 7 Lpril (L83 X 781}5‘5) had destroyed four . 50 cal. machlne .
guns, eight .30 cale machine guns, two 106mm recoilless ’,1.\‘3..{'].85,
two 2.5 in, rocket launchers, ten 82mm mortars, and. five b2 in,

mor.‘bars.. EEU . : & : i

No aerial resupply of Khao Sanh Combat Base was made o 11 Aprils”
The levéls of I:;upply in the Base remained at a satiéi‘actofy level
even though some 1 ACD units *viéi‘é”’ydlraﬁing on these stocks, » And’ the
TLA/T.%5 at Ca Lu remained the primary logistical installatv;i‘qn n.n

6 L
support of PLGALUS. T
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Continuing the operation in the‘uvicinity of the Lang Vei Special
Torces Comp on 12 April, B Company, 1st Bn, ;Zth Cav, located
approximately one kilomoter cast of the camp, _relcej_._ved an artillery

attack at 1130H, Two U.3, cavalrymen were wounded, anducting 2




search of the area, the company, at 1525H, found 13 IVA bodies
in the southwest portion of the camp, Ten of the enemy had'been
killed by small arms, and three by artillery s the baticlion
fought to secure the base, In the same area, and in the vicinity
of the 1st Bn, 9th Cav's engagement of 7 April, B Company found
seven maclu'.n'eguns , two ¥-1 caorbines, four AK-L7's, two ¥-79
grenade launcher, one MM-16 rifle, one BAR, one M-l rifle, one

81mm mortor base plate, and the two 106mm reco:_lle..,s rlfles de-

stroycd in the earlier uctlcn. f‘A

Company C, lst Bn, Sth Cuv encountered small arms fire from an
estimated platoon-size force while being airlifted into on LZ
(L8y 7D 8283321) at 1L10H, 'lith artillery supporting, fire was
returncd which resulted in 10 HVA killed and no U.S. casualties.
Geven AK-5C machineguns,. two U,s. gas masks, three ]”-—16 m.gzz.meu s
i‘:we Chicom g*cnﬂdeo , and assorued web eou..pmcnt a.nd medlcz..l sup-
plies were captured irom ’uhr* cnemy eﬂeu.ent ..L 1630H, _Componlcs B
end 3, lst bn, )bh Cav obzerved approximately 18 rounds of artillery

T

outside their perircter, There were no casu:zltles.

Licor the v:.].lwc of Ihe Janh fl 8y X0 81,5300), Company A&, 2d Bn, S5th
cav found one 4K-47, onc 5K3, one carbine, two radio antemna ('1,-._92, ’
onc U.5. telephoms (TA-1), one rectifier, one case of flares, two

radios (A/PiC-10}, cne redio (111/G36-9), 13 60mm rounds, 17 hand



flares, 20 carbines, 17 1-79 rownds, 20 Uu:a gas 1nslis, 5000

rounds .45 cale ammuniticn, 20,000 rounds 30 c¢id, amrunition, -
2000 rounds carbine ammunition, b trailers, 2 one-quarter ton
trucks, ome GilZ timek, i sivilian type bus, three bicycles,

and one motor scooter, . 1518l[, they lscated eight partially.

destroyed bunkers containing six rounds of 82rm mortar ammuni-

tion 2nd one AKe47 rifle,

Horthwest of K;JCB, Company L, 3d Bn, 26th ’3rlnes Oper.‘t.x.ng bo-.
tween Hill 881 South (48) i 7743) and Hill 881 MNorth (L;&w 7745 )
discovered a bunker and trench complex at 0715H., The Marines
received an undetermined nimber of 12Crm mortar rounds as they
were moving into the abandoned enemy positions, Five U.0. were.

wounded,

| "‘he Battalion Corma.nd Post opcrat:.ng from Hill 861-5 was.l‘uit be-
tween J.OOOH a.nd 1530H with 152 rounds of 120mm mortar i‘:Lre and )5
rounds of 82mm mortar {ire, Fire was roturned on enemy po.,lt.lon
on Hill 881-N with wimovn enery cosualties, Twenty-cight llarines

were wounded in the attack by fire.

At 0905H, the 2d Bn, 26th Larlnes operatmfr approxmately throe

k.Llomterf' ea.ot oi‘ Hn.ll., 88.1. N and 881 S recelvcd 0 rounds of

v

mortar f:.reo The 82mm norLar a’c’oack wounded one 1z‘r1ne.




Company B, lst Bn, 2th Marines, at 12C0H found 27 bunkers con-
taining 50 pounds of ricc, }A;OO,rdmds of AX-L7 mmxition, 13
Chicom grenades, two 60rm mort.:n;r rounds, eight bamboo bangalor
torpednes, and assorted items of uniforms and equipmént (L8
D 815400), Company 1, in the vicinity of L8Q XD 787405, at
15004, rcceived 1 rounds of 60nm mortar fire. Arti]lory' and
mortar returncd fire, Ten U.3. were wounded with three NVA
killed, Five AK-7's were captured while 97 rounds of 82mm
mortar and L7 Chicom grenades were found and destroyed.

0 sl

At 1U5H, the 3d Bn, 3d ARV ,ffbn'.'l;F e#:clmnged i‘lrc ﬁﬂl an
undeterrrined‘ size enemy forcc. The aétion ;whi(::h occurrcd 1n
the vicinitj' of 1,63 1D 793390, resulted in four ARVN :-:ovlﬁded
ard five HVA kiiled. The sirborne unit also captured ‘oxvter 6Qrm
mortar. Ab 123CH, the 8th 4bn Bn, received three rounds of 13C
mm artillory in the vicinity of L7 GHAXE. TFire was not return-
ed since the location of the enerty artillery position could not

be determined, Onc ARV soldier was killed and four were wound-

ed,

¥isibility of 10 miles was reported by Forward Air Controllers
as two B-52 strilkes and L1 tactical air sorties were flown in

support of the opcration,
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light resistance wos cncountered on April 13 throughout the .
TIGASUS area as the 1 ACu continued its redeployment of forces
into the Quang Tri/Camp Ivanc complex, Two sorties of C-130 :
aircralt, seven sorties of C-123, and 31 sorties by CH-U7 heli- -
copter lifted personncl and equipment to the vicinity.of,Canpqifﬂ
Evans.e The lct Bdo, less the 1ot Bn, 12th Cav and elementg of
the 3d Bde corxpleted the.Lr noves out of ’c.he Po Gmu‘S AO, as .
marginal weathe; contlnucd to delay the movoment aChedUlC ”he

lut Bn9 :L.th Ca.V canme Ilndcr On;Cm of ttle Ld Bde’ 1 H.Cjo

At 11708 the 3d A-VH Abn Tack TForce in the vicinity of L33 1D
78738l, received seven rounds of OZmm mortar fire .and returned
fire writh artillery on tho suspected enerny position,,:Ein) -
ninutcs later, the 6th Bn, 3d SRV Aba T received two rounds
of 82mm mortar about 150 mcters to the northeast, Four AV

paratroopers were wounded in the two attacks by fire,

Juring the period 1152 to 1:25, A and B Companies, 1st o, 12th

cav moved in and occupicd the site of the Lang Vel Special iorces

Camp. The cav troops had gone quickly through the camp at dusk




on 11 :pril and moved some 1000 meters to tho east to the loca-
tion of an older camp vhich had been abandoned when tlfe newer
camp was constructed, The tuo companiecs found a weapons and .
ammunition coclic con"isting of: 21 30 cal. ma.chine_guns,,six'
Bilits, one 50 cal n_,.c.u.ne gun, ono oovn.ot naclnnegun, oﬁe
Arp light machinegun, elght ca.rumes 5 one }1-16 rifle, two AX-
L7's, six U.3. I'-1 carbines, ono unldmtn_{‘led sub-machmegm,
four 81rm mortar tubes, three 57mm rccoilless rifles, two B-LO
rocket launcher , two ¥=T9 grenade launchers, various mortar -and
mb.ch}i"hegun: base plates, tripods and bipods, 5000 rounds of. g1
ym mortar, 2700 rounds of ,50 cal, ammunition, 1000 rounds of
S7rm recoilless rifle ammunition, 50 rounds of 106mm recoilless
rifle, 300 rounds of 1,2 in, mortar, LOO M-T9 grenades, 1000
rounds of (15 cal, cmmnition, 10C00 rounds of carbine ammuni-
tion, 75000 .20 cal, rounds, 25000 rounds for M-1 rifle, 200 .
fragrentation grenades, 50 white phosphorous grenades, and 70
smoke grenades, ilso found werc one radio receiver, and 11

Vi bodlies,

o B-52 strikes were f.own in gupport of the arca and tactical
air sorties werc limited to 57 USMC flights as weather general--

1y hampercd supnort operations.

The 1 ACD CP =nd elemenis of the 3d Bde began their extraction



from the.!£GA 1 operational area, in preparation.for Operation

Ty
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On the morning of 1l April between 0240 and 0255 hours, the lst d
Bn, ‘5th Cav received eight unlmown-sized rockets, ten to fifteen
moriar rovnds, satchel charges, small arms and automatic eapons

fire southeast of Khe 3anh (L8Q XD 828321), ..Therc vore six cav-
alrymcn killed and ninc wownded, . Artillery fire was czlled in on
the enemy's. position, .t CL1CH the 1lst Bn received seven more. .
rouncs of nortar; there worc no casualties, As a rcsult. of the

artillery support one VA waz 1illed,

The %ho Samh airfield (483 10 OLL2) was hit with thirteen rounds
of unkno;m-sized artillery and two 122rm rocizets ab 12130ﬁ, Yo
casualties were sustiined, Artillery support was called in on the
suspected enemy's position (48Q XD -724k), At 190CH the airfield

received cne round of 82rm mortar.



Responsibility for Xhe Sanh passed from the 3rd Bde, lst ACD to
the 2d Bdo at 1100, Companies A and G, lst Dn, Sth Cav were air-
lifted into (he Janh, LZ 3‘::‘LPPI§I‘ ahd 1Z TC1 were secﬁi;ed ‘by D

and C Companies respectively,

In the 2d Bn, 5th Cav, Company .. conducted offensive operatiohs
near Hill 471 vhile B Company continued security operations a-
round fhe Sanh, Company C was airlifted into Ihe Sanh leaving

D Corpany to secure L7 TIiCTHY.

4
[ 4

The 26th Marines conducted operations north and rorthwest of th;
Sanh, .t O300H the 3d Bn (Companies I, K, L, ard IY) assaulted
Hill G601 1 from Hill 881 5, Trith artillery and tectical air
support, the Marines encountered an cstinated 7. battalion,

At 1428H the Marines soized 11 881 N 1dlling 106 VA and coo-
turing tivo detaines. 3Seven crew-scrved anc 59 individual weapons

were captured., The }Morines suffered six killed and 1) wounded,

In offensive operations northwest of %he Sanh (1:82 1D 803&3),
the 2hd Bn, 26th larincs rcceived one rovnd of smiper fire at
0920, They returned fire with negaztive results, At 1255H the
fiarines found one AK-L,7, one gas mask, tro packs s three helments,

three entrenching tools, two cantcens and other assorted equipment,

The Command Post of the 2d Bn, 3d liarine Regiment rcceived twelw}e



rounds of 8lmm mortar at 1500H in the vicinity of L8) 89hh0h.
81lrm mortar fire was returned with negative rcsults, There were

no liarine casualties,

A% 1530 ‘ompany F found between twenty-five and thirty bunkers
and fighting holes (L8 > 865h90). In addition:thgvﬂarines
found one THT bangalore torpedo, three B-4O rockets, three Chicom
grenade s, two rolls of Wir¢,220'électrical:qaps with cprds,Ltwo,
82mm mortar rounds, nine I's poundn bldéks .6f TNT, four boxes of’ 3
time fuses, seven boxes of blasfihg caps, and other assorted ar-

ticles,
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Provisional Corps Vietnam terminated Operation PEGA3US on 15 April
at 0800H, The operation had successfully opaned Routg 9 from Ca Lu
to Khe Sanh and routed the enemy from their strongholds around, the
Combat Base, Task “orce Glick of. the 3d Marine Division, with the

2d Bde (minus), 1 ACD under its OP3CH, assumed responsibility for

tactical operations in the kKhe .anh area, Operation 3COTLAND II



'; : -

was launched by the 3d Mar Div at 08011, 15 April, &

T pe, 0 70V, dtg 170731% ipr 68, Subject: PEGASUS/SCOTLAND

77 (W)

The 1lst Cav 3iv (4iirmobile), the 1Olst Abn Div, and the 3d ARVN

T were olready prepcoring to launch Operation DELAWARE,. ’




Maps
& Unit Dispositions
1:50,000 scale topographical map sheets (the kind you had) of Khe Sanh or all

of Viet Nam are available!
Please contact us today!




LAOS

sneny siltuation
2 ldinws 1
31 Ligrch 156

| -
Ah =
sse[Spze 6 @]
6 oxe 5] 2><]j95¢ »
- Y R CALY
| 325C =4 H5 %
o W& sanal - 8
1 1010 2 ' '
e i
1010 . 325C

AMG. >
4 4 «___’wnp;:
” (@ 304

P =

Kilometers

= \
37 v e, s (
/ 6 5‘1} | /
2 N iy VA (.
. I ‘J ! k .
. o 5
o \L.
7 peind ] Y
Scaleq:50000
/' &5 2] (-1 10 1{




Sl TLE PGS

Celoendly

Sltuarace

%X X

v D - oY
1 April 1968 AR
718l 1aco 1 AR
L -
zmwﬂ{%m’“‘w &j
¢ )
x T T1cAL
%b@ i
9 ) rANG YBY Smina Al
28 17
[ i '
< {
) !
v ",
«x/l, ' /.\
i % ‘
'
// ST e .,SG) ’—/_: (~_
g (,
y YD \
o
7 %08 9
n A
T Geole 1:250,000
5 i e 3 o ‘1-‘5
A oy S Kilometers




irfercly o

N
2 lus 2

itvetion
)

3 April 1968

AN

37 ARVN

x0o8

N 9ol 1:250,000
7] o) ] 10 15
X fi- A1 i 1 1
Kilootore
'




i1
2

E&ZGHAR

HQ %m AR
il
37 ARV RANGERS
[T
| 26
3
5
MAR Y
51y 17
knn S () 2@2 2
CerpRTBis 2. -

”,/- )
1~ s

!
Mve SANH

" TANG VI
R’
1 > [oMAR
{
‘&
w
i / N
N ; %
\-\- - ’
S Zj-/" (
YD
(0]
4 XDB 9
o " Scalet:zsoodo
?“4 _ o s 10
ilrmcters
| |




(P vIa Pl vs

Friendly Situation
DPlus 2
9 April 1948

7 MO8

5 o)
! ] I

Scale 1:250,000

5

X
K1 lometars




=
\
\
\
\

\

!
/7
o
£a
N\

N\

[}
|
t
\
/

‘—- "

CFLRATIGH PAGLZUS

snemy Sitvation

:fter Operation PLGASUS

— e e o e Gt e S = an Gy o e Gws . o o - @

7 xp8 %
" Scolef:260000
% 0 6 10 16
| V) S VAN N U 1 3 _1
rilometers




