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CONFIDENTIAL 
DIP Aft'I'MJttl' fl THB /JUII 

14TH MIL?l' lift HISf<JlY Dl!:l' ,\CJtfJIJ1J' 
IST C,W/JE! DIVISI<Jt (AIRM<Ell.E) 

JFO SAN FRl.NCISCO 96490 

2.5 March 1969 

StllJmr: Ccabat After Actian Inteniw/Le••an• teamed 2-69. 

DIP MlTMM " THI llOlff 
<FF ICI " THE CllllF '6 ~ n.rr ARY 'flST<RY 
WASHDm<JI, D. C. 20315 

· 1. •- and '1)pe ot <k'&anisati<au B CC1tp11n7, 2d Aattali<l'l, 5th 
Caval.r7, lst Caval.rY Diri•ian ( AirllabUo). 

· 2,. w._. lftCl Joiol•ln Dates ot q:,eratlcsii "Battlo ot the Ancel'• 
Wing, 11 090~ to 090600 K.rota 1969. 

3. Locatiai 1 SbMt 61J:> IVs DUD Hue, Vietn•, Ctmbcdia, l t '110001 
vic1nit7 ot coordinates 11'34'147, .11'343156, and 11'3491.54. 

4.. Canmand Headqu~ :.ere: 2d Battdi<11, 5th Cavalry, 1st Cavalry 
DivisiCl'l (Airmd>ile). 

5. Peraana Intemewd.1 

FOR or vr 
&> '1 x {.) (J ~-

1NC1..0SU RE 

~ LTC RQacnd"llaladowit1, 062586, Depflt.1 Me Cb, 1st Bde. 
b. LTC Jerr'f J. Bw-cham, 0736241 at Co, 2/5 Ca't. 
c. Maj DCllll G. Miller, ocns49, Me SJ, ·?at Bde •. 
d~ Maj Gerald L. Sewll, 0991.ro, Bn s3, 2/5 C&T. 
e~ Opt. Rd>ert. Pf. Woai,·099(RT1 Qle Aast·S:J, lit. at•. 
!~ ¥ David L. Pu-le.er, al.31.3907, Co co; 8/2/r, C.v~ 
I• ltt Paul Saith OJ434281, P'l)() A Bt.17, 1/77• Art.1. • . 
h~ lLt !'dwud a. ~itser Jr, ~~~S46S9, ro B eo, A BbTt ·1m Art.7. 
1. ltt 8arr7 A Bd>ek, 05,51732, )! Pl'- Idr: ·e/2/5 Ca't. 
J~ a:.' Rot>ert s. H&l.ln:A~), nA2n:: -1'.5, en N/, 1./5 en. · 
k~ SFC Albert Martinez; RA19193247; l Plat·Sct,, B/2/5 Cav. 
1. SOI' Jmee R. ltiberg,·USS6~0'73a>,·2 r~·r~ ~:: i.JJ_ .. ~·B/2/5 <Av •. 
m. SGr Bait L. Gilbert, tB5IEIJ22)11 1 Plat Sad Ldr,, B/2/5 Cav. 
n. sPt. Mark s. Seedort,. l85650?3SJ' .. Co RTO, .. ·~1s CaY. . 
o. SP4 S!wardo Car~enae; l.8671.~i 1 Plat S'jJ Ldr, Bf2/5 CaY. • 
P• SP4 Lee D. Alexander, l.85483'°:•.~, l Plat M69 Gt.mer, B/2/5 CiY. 
q. SP4 Vincent Martino, tl951 ?7'7':t~, 1 Plat Point Man, B/2/s·c..,. 
r. PFC Charles A. Mac Do~al, tB516!S62, 2 Plat Ant S\l'Uler, B/215 
s. PFC Ardrew Valent.ine; RAl.298598); l Plat Point ~.l P./'l/5 Cav:. 
t. PFC Vincent DiM<l'laco, lB5294?920, 2 Plat RTO, 8/2/). Ca..,. . 
u. PFC ~arcin WU.liane; t.BS1647562; 2 Plat Aest Owmer, Bf'J./'5 Cav. 
v. PFC Harold J. Clo~, U95646326?, 2 Plat RTO, 8/2/5 Cav. 
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C•llEITtAL . , 

· 7. Pll'ticipating lhite: · B Co, 2d ~. ~ti C.&ll7; lilt Plat trca' A 
Co, 2tS &>, ~h Caval-rJ; C Co, al ea, 5th_ C.al.17! A Co, ltt Bn, 8th C&Yal.J'J'. -

8. ~ort1n1 Pcrce1: A 8t17, lit as, Tith ArtllleJ"7 (105); B Bt.171 
1st &, ~h Art.U.t.1'7 (155); USAFJ A TJtoop, lat Squadrcm, 9th CaTall'J; A Bt17, 
a>t h .Art. llleJ7 ( •.a> • 

9. Intellipnce: Fn-r 1ntUtrlt.iD& Sn larp lldta ft'• c.bcxUa 
thrcugh the Anpl '1 Wine int.o the •YAIO ~ JO, eut. Ind aoSh-eallt . 
taw,iros Saigm, in )ll'eparat1Cll for 1et Ind pOlt Tet mjcr offensive cpe1'aticme. 

10'. Mieaic:r:: Ca'leiaem. with the ONrall a1-1cm ot the lat Co Div 
to tuncticn as a 9CJ'Mning/conring force tor t.• JJln/IU Ccrps detenee ot the 
Saiga'l - Bien Hoe CQnpl•lr, t.he tiv•s lat QJe bid been dtrectlld to depJ.OJ two 
battalim3 in the welt.em Hau l&hla - aout.hNe.tem T117 linh ana ( lO NAVAJO · 
WA.RHtTSE) in reepm• to the ttre.t poecd b7 aaJcr eba1nt. ot the 9th VC Div. 
In a role anaJ.cwoua to that. of a G<PL, the two battalicna (2/5 lld 1/8 Co) bid 
t,he miaaim ot detect.ing, delqina/di.crganising, Md tot .. eJtenf. pOtMftle, 
defeating en8Jn7 rcrce~ mewing •alt trca t hril' Ctllbcdlan b ... areas. The Bricade 
Canm~nder' 9 concept dict ,.t.S .-i agree.sivel7 mobile p09t._.., with •all, eea:l­
ind(;pendent 'l.D1it.s de-plOJed ae far west ot the V11n Co D<mg :i1•er u parcticil eo 
as to prO'lidt: • rP earl.J· w&ming required tor t1-l7 c~t.ent ot reeerns. 
Rcnecting thi.1 Ca'l~ept, Co B, 2/S Ca• h.1d been poeiticned in the vicinity or A. 
lei own in Nlt.rati~ route <>t.t. of the eouthom tip of the ~1' s Wing. and had the 
mis3i~ of detectq and attackiftl! ~ fOl"CGI ~ilizinc that roCc. Inherent. 
within that missiai was the requvement for Co B to bo ad>U•, particularly · 
during the hours of darkr1e919, and, c<11sistent with no,..J. .. curit7 p-eca~iale, 
to cn;lot semi-1.nciependcnt patrols and -.J'lt)ushe! to facilitate extensi'Ye area 
c: CN•: r ,::.go. 

11. ThP. &t.tletield: The t"'rrain ot this min,.itocl area was tlat, 
ope;., drJ rice padd7, with 1ntcna1ttent i?Tiaeticn ditche1. The tegetatiCll wa• 
~arr.Je, with occasiairu., wirl~lJ'-eer•rated clulters ot ..U tree1. tfd:>ility was 
~x(·c11 -:nt~ The moai providod appr'>ZimtltClY m Ultmination dur1ng the nigM. ot 
B-9 Me.rch, ~tfordin~ good visibilit.7, and the watt.Jr wae generall.7 clear, d17 
and wann q,lthough a low P,rotm haze did j:>creist. thrOQShoat. the earq hom-1 ot ' 
darkness. The battlc~.o~ was exactlv 2. 7 ldlaaaen ~ca the Cmbodian bcrder, 
7 kilanetcrs west ot U-ie V!Vn Co Daig River and 3 ICUaneters n-aa the neerellt. 
inh.--..bito:i area ( Af Gimg Gang XJ'3715). 

12. C~cept o!' ~ration Md !!xfJcut.ia'l (Nan-dtiYe): 

01 7 N~b~r 1968, the l!Jt Coval17 DirlaiCl'l tenainated (per.tltiat 

,Job 5tu~rt !11 and Cami'lnchc Falla in NtCTZ and redepl.OJe.i 1outh t,o l!I CTZ. 

Th1 divbion was moved in cntlcipatim ot aaajOl"T/A o.treneive ai::- <:• 
the C:tnbcrlian bcrder against US ~soa Md major Vietnane~ cities durin~ the 
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Tet L\llar Now Year Holiday. Through successive anticipatcry moves, the divisiO!'l 

was strategicalq deployed alq the border between ViP.tnrun and C<Jmb<Xiia .f'ran 

the Delta to the danarcatia'l lino betwc.:m II nnd III cr·~4 Denloyud eas~•·.·-rl in . . 
depth, strong pointing the AO with fire baees, the division set abo\t. to a.ccan­

plich its threefold missiC11: Screen Saigon tr an onumy at.tack, prevunt infUtra-

ti oo frQn Cambodia and destroy enqny forces in northwest III Corps. 

Ole ot the mott difficult r-.reas of operatim was given to 1st Brigade 

coot rol. Thu AO'v:-.s tc11"r~ •AYAJO W~HCEJE: Q'l cne oido .si.J: LB Battnli<J'la 

wore deploy<id and Cl1 the at.her - ;~evcral aecure, built up UVA divisim1. The 

AO became the focus of divisiC11 attenticn as cart.act aft.er contact was met by 

tho 1st Brigade. The NAVAJO WJlUICR~E AO became the heart of the divisia'l'e q,er~ 

atioos in THOAN THANG II ar¥1 III. 

Ch 9 M'lJ"ch 1969, a majcr engag\->ment was fought in that AO by B Canpany, 

2d fu.ttalioo, 5th Gaval17, which tipifios many of the tactical CQ'lcepts for 

·wfhich 7H:!: FTR5T TEAM is well noted and higly appraised. It is a "classic" 

example of the fiexihilit;y or the AirmobilP cmccpts ot reintcrcancmt, support 

and the courage and detenninatim of SKYrRCXl'WlS faced with 1t dangerous missim. 

Four dqs prior to the contact, the general t.rend ot activity experi · . . 
enced by th~ canpanies Of tho as &tt1111m, 5th Cavalrv bege.n to increase. 

More ruxl more snail groups of C:lnQ'l\y w·. re sited by the ~·icndly units. Ambushes 

increased frequency of cootact and n1.Jnbers of en61117 killed. Qi the moming of 

a March, D Canpany, 2/5 Cavalry engaged an estimated 100 to 150 NVA of the 272 

Rt:t;iment, 9th VC Divisi<J'l north of Phuoc Lw (X1'3424). Jntelligence gained trC11l 

this and other cootacts ot the 2/5 Cav was dissiminated to the cQnJ 1\l'lies and 

SKYTROCPERS of_ the Bat.tali<:11. They were to expect cmtact, eepeci~l,y at nigt-t 

with woll annf'd, fresh, agressive WA troops canhlg out. of C1111baHa. . . 
In preparation for 1\Jture major cmtacts, LTC Burcham, Battalion Can-

CONflOENTIAL 
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CONFf DENTIAL 
mander fer the 2/5 Cavalry, discussed the enemy situatia'l with ca.. Kingsta'l, 

1st Brisad.e Carmanler and CCL John Gibney, GJ. Fran this cQ'lference Q'l R March, 

it was detennined to c0n...:;,,nun to emriloy ta~tics of night. ·movem~ and enemy 

dcceptiai suppl•ented by the ut;c or ground radar and ouick react ia'l support fr an 

Artillery, U3AF and ARA. More spociN.caJ.i,-, LTC Burcham told his canpany can-

1,·u.:::('rs to anploy night roving a."?lh·l::shcs arad to change their eanpan:r i0cation 

~ftcr they had received log. This deceptive move was to be accanpliahed at night. 

to prevent enemy ct>servati<J1 0f the friendly unit's position. Troors were to 

1::.fs in art.er dark while the night rovin~ anbushes moved (:tX) mrters fran their 

canpany FC!P a, set up for a peria.i of time and then move again - not more than 

a total distance of 1500 meters from the c<JDpany perimeter. CQl\panies were to 

orient tt-.emsel·1es Q'l a north I south axis at least )km tran CN"V:>ooia with ambushe• 

rov1ng out at .30 degree an~lt->s north and south ofwest,tl'.JWPrds the CBTTlba::lian 

L>ordcr - set.tin~ up twice du::"'ing •,:1c rii,_;ht. This tPctic, it was felt, ,.,ould 

prcrrir1e the be~ SCreP.n. and thnt the l!ll'lhU!lb f lr-t Ot:l'\8 C r:uid quietly ~ reinforced 

hv : ..... Hlery, ARA, 3anra.•w org·.ll'lic weapms and night canbat assaults if nccess'll"T• 

In ord•,r to f.<:J.cilit;iti:· ntr,ht mO\r~ment, the ca:tp<Jlies rcconned their 

o·.r • aJid ambush pos jti ~s during the day. The trails and avenues or 

;_: noted as well .:. 1 1 ·ind :narks aud praninent terrain features CJ1 

I' . • ~) t r.r..tld guide dt:ril)f' the ~ 'JUr!..~ .)f dar:.0-1css. The tactic necessitated 

ar ~t <' al of canpany movem,~nt as well aA nnaissancc patrols, but the 

·'~ could ccnplete their recorir.aissnr.c• ~t up to receive log in 

.,,, early aftcrnooo. After hot chow was flown ii. ~, t~rc was sufficient 

t iin '? for the ml:n tc rest fr(m t.hc rrev i nus ni~ht 's c.i... .h and to prepare for the 

fort:.hcor!'ling ooe. Finally, the roving ar.Wush platoons re cautimed to make full 

use of starlight scopes t1nd be p113jtiv(,; that thev o~· annihilate the enany 
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force before giving away their positiai by springing the trap. If possible, 

thay were to call in pre-planned Artillery dcf13n3ivc targ·~t. '3 first, Cl.J'ld likewise 

' the caripany was not. to use it:.:. organic ~ mortar unless absolutclv necessary 

as the f'ric..'tldly position would then be canpranised. 

Ch the ni~ht of 8 March 1969, B C<JIP .. .ny, 2/5 Cavalry followed these 

instructioos 1U'ld utilized these tactics. At dusk, the canpaT'.lv moved frQ':t its 

lO<? location ( XI'J49149) towards its night position. The Canpany FOO was cstF.ib­

lish1...J at XT349154 and the 1st ar.d 2ti fI.r.toon& prepared to leave for their night 

aM0ushos while the ):1 Platoai, Mcrta.r Flatoai and CP grrup bu~an digging in. /...t 

approximately 2200hrs the two roving ambushes left the FOO: the 1st Platorn, 

u;.1Jcr the c<l'!'lmo.nd of lLt J1;snc B. stevennon, 05352082, followed a west-north­

west azimuth for approxbiately ~meters while the 2d Flatom, tl'ldcr th(; can-

marrl of lLt Johnny L. Powoll, 0531+5253, Moved 600 met-.:rs oo a south-shouthwest 

azimuth to its first 13mbush locatioo xr31.5147. The two platoori3 reach·-~d these 

a.'1d C). Bot.h PL.,tooo~ dcplOyed with 27 men t:ach. 

t\11.v tne 8s~»::ir~ti<U.::r Wt:rt taker.. E-ich mw c.:i.rrfod his individU<U weapm 

2.nd 15 to 20 full magnzin~s of arrrnuniticn far M-16 's (270 to 360 rounds/man), 

at least 2 hand grenades, 1 snokc grenade, 3 heat tablets and me trip narc. 

1'1 audition, each squad carried. two ar three claymore mine$ (9 t:,t,EG)- an ?•!60 

machine gun with ~ to 900 rounds of ammmition and an lf79 grcmade launcher 

wit!: 70 roi.mds of anmi.mitioo (3 M60 1s, 3M79's per platom t<*.al). '!'he plat00n 

we: additionally cnuippcd with Z LAW's c>nd 2 PRC-25 radio's rro I Starlfrht 

Scope. Each man carried a pmcho liner and wore his steel helmot. 

The comp;Jily FOB, in its defensive positioo was r~dAT cruippod Cl.J'ld also 

had 1 strobe light, 1 8'.JJTtn mortar with 20 rounds of illunirn:.t.ion, 10 rourxis of 

·.1hit0 _.~josphorus, and 60 rounds of high ~.:xpl0sive. A 9Qnm rcc0iless rifle was 

omploycd to the northwest with 6 bc:ohiv" and 6 high cxrl0siv8 ro1lnds av.'.lilable. 
t.hforttl"lately, neither radAr nor QOmm reco:l~ee~ rifle p:·u~·ud o¢rable later ai. 

. r.nNr:lnJ.'NTlll ~ 
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The tiret platocm chose ae it'• tiret anbuah locatiCl'l a previously 

used Plntom F<m Cl'l the odge of a troe aqU41'9. They oriented themselves b 

chest high f<>Jd1Ql.e1 to the ncrth and welt in a 11011 rcrmaticri (See Map - fab B). 

The platoon occupied five of tho eight fo.xhc.lea in the FCl31 with the open end 

0f their perimeter racing towards tbl CQn))&nY' FCl3 (sout .. heast). It was felt 

by the plat<Xl'l leader that an enemy threat would cane tran the north and west 

and th~t it w uld be better to have fair or five men per foxhole than to spread 

0 
thems1..:lves thinner and cover 360 • In this way, several of the men could get 

s(1r1" r<;;st and gooo security could still bl: .nainta:ined. Between foxholes #3 and 

#4 there was a large, 3 foot. ant hill, which was used as a CP arrl Cl' by the 

pb.+oon leader. There was excellent visibility to the w~st flr approximately 

1¥.J'l m:::ters and fair visibility to the north. A rice paddy diko cnclo~ed the 

northern and westem sides of the positim rmd provid1.:d excell1.mt cover to the 

'."'risitim. ·1 L.: percent,a~ of moon illuninatim on that night was 70; weather 

conditions wore cool with a straig wird fran the west and a heavy groond haze 

;:Uch lasted until 2400. 

The ccmpany a:-td individual platom moves therefore were unooservcd by 

th, rncnw ~s the rnooo Ud not ris~ until 2'.J)O fllld their movcrnc-.s were additiai-

al 1..y shaded by s. haze. Chee the hnze lifted end the mom rose, visibility 

w~::, 'xcellcnt: a man could have been soon standing as far as 500 meters rJ.WaY. 

The 2d Platoon also reached thclr first a'!lbush locA.ti~1 by 2200 :?! •. 

·ind :> :t ~p in a 360° perimeter with machincp;un3 pointing north, ~ ard .-1..1. 

dr;,in~e ditch (2 1/2 fdcop x 6' wide) to the north, south and west (Sec Map -

'f.~ G).. Visibility was extremely gocxi and a rice paddy di~ provided cover to 

th1 "W· gt and north - tho cxpectod avenue of en1;11t1.y approach. 
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Bot.h platoons radloed to the CCIDJ'all1' cQlllandor that thBy were set up 

in th~ir first. ani>ush poait.iora ancl would movu "lg:1.in at 0•10;·q1J hr1. to th<Jir 

~'"'ccnd positiai. At this timo thn 1.:tl':at.~ radio per.f.<>1-r.1<111ce WAS poor end 

cootnct we.s made cnly with dittioulty, 
, 

The platoons w:i.ited in .,, mb~h poet\S"O tor hr:. houro, changinp,. 

relic fs t.nd maintaining c~st.Mt. d>eo"r.tiai th>•ough their stRrl ight ~copes. 

Vigilance paid off and at 00)7 hr1 the at Pl.atO<l'l L1nder, lLt Pawell radioot to . . 
Cpt f .:irker, E Co co, that he hid spot.tt.d 6 Wividual1 Rpproac"tiJ'll thair position 

fr·tr. the wost. Lt PQ!lell roq1•1t.ed that. art.Ulel'J' bo fired cm a preplanned 

de fc ns ivu targ•1t locntod t <J Uic w~ st of their llllbuah poeitiai. ;.. Bnl ~ery, 1/77 

t.rtillcry rcspOfllc.d with 4l) HI row.1e. Tho f'ivo mm ffVA graup ran rran tho 

11rtill<..-ry caiccntratioo '.;1.ra:lcht for the platocn 1 e poeitiCl'l, \ih~ they came to 

witr:> 25 mc:tcrs of tho friundl.7 locatiai thvy were '1~8."00 with M-16 1 s and hand 

V'.l'''O 1~· 8 for ~o1Jt, 006= min'1.ee /.. trip flare W$19 !\ls0 thrONl'l to provide Ulm-

, 

~.·i ~'- J Sow<:l l, tm fhttal !~ SJ, of the •ituati<l'l on the ~romd Mild stat1..d thflt 

hj., /d 11.-.. tocn':J location had bC:·.'n c<lnprimi9'.Jd 1 bi& th~ tr had dccidoo not to. 

rr rH 'l1.: r·)~lt icr1 so th·~t h•J could ~t. n first light ch..ck of th« ccnt.11ct l!.rcn. 

1,t i.l J"•r.go or 1J.b<J1Jt 6<.n mct··rs 5 1ooiviJuals who came out. C'f ~ troe line and 

t · ... , •. tr, ~1<N.; tc th w<::Jt,. Lt Stcvensal, the 1st Platoon Lend·;r wns '\Wakened 

n ·it fr· d ht;11vy mr;v~mcnt ln the t.r'.)C line bohim the 5 NVA sold :for!1. ~rt.er a 
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shcrt tiao it bea.e apparent that a oCNjderabJ.e ~ toroe Wal IPfll'O&Ching 

their poaiticn. Lt 9t.even1cn called Opt Parkor and int°""9d hia or the ait~t1r1.; 

at thia tm he lt.ated that be b9d Clb .. rnd a point. •1-..nt ot ttvo men tallowed 

by- at lflast 200 mo" aoldiere, in cQ\wi tca.atie, llOring w8t.. _. t-.l5' · 

the- point wae IPJ)ro.ximatel7 200 mt.en t,o tho 1.th welt ot hi• ambush pceitior.. 

Lt. Stcven1<11 reouelt.ed that. Blue Mt.a (MA) be ICll'mbled ..S that ArtlllmT be 

1.!al kd :in oo a dete111ive tqot tor tbD SatANI periGd. Cpt Parkor rolqed thi• 
. . . 

illf•)rmc.tia'l to the Battal1cm, WhU• Lt Bitser, PO tor I Ca11pan1, rolqed the . . 
r:·d1 for fir<t to A Battory, 1/77 Art.Ulery. Thu battnlian, in t\D"n1 rol:qod the 

rLqu..;~ fCT Ii.A to Brigade, ......_, lator, wOld roturnod that JIU hid boen 

r·d . .i~icd bcC.l\U98 tho wiit wu not. 1'8't 1n ccmtaat., 

By OJ)5, tho onotq torcc, still 1n col\lm\ tOMDlltlC111 had movod to 

•,h·J road (TL 6.U at coord1natff1 11''4]1 ~4 which wa11 200 lft'.Jtora fttan tho lit 

Plat~on locatie21 and SOO mat.or• trCll t!Jl P<ll. At th.J ro~d, tho onqq eont 

v"1t a point clement to recc:n t\ot.h aidea lll4 •llt.ablieh eecurit.7 poe1ticm1 tor . . 
1~; r..; .> ing. At approxim'.lltol7 OJ)6, A Batte17, l/'n Art.1.U917 l'GIPondod .nd the 

fir::rt. 105 HE rourxt1 belJall to land inbotwoon tho lit. Plat.OQ'l locaticm and 

Lh' 1..:ricriy force. SO to 60 roundu were 1'11'\ld ft'an OJJ6 to 0320 hr• under tho 
4 

,_; i:~ d.i<~1 of Lt. Bitzor. The FO ehiftecl the tlro1, walJdnl thall 1n tow&l\!1 the 

FOB : nd thO nuw deploying enen17 to~(!. Ho lllde •• attaapt to put. a eami-circle 

0f flru fl-cm west to east around tho lit Pl!l.toon Md brought tho N.re1 to 

;Jil: . '· ~5'1 r:ict(:rfl of thti ltft'. Plat.<><.n 's loc·\tim. ltt approldniatoly 0315 onemy 

' 

Lt Bltzl.lr mado a bold corrtJotian, attompt.ing to knock ~ the e~ tme. 

Br 031.S taA was again renuo.tt.'Jd, Bluu Mox wae en llt.l\ticn by 0320 

r',11ucsting that tho &iondl.y po1it.iClla a.D.J'k their locatjcn1, At tho eame tiao 

11 ?'C':}Ut.!~. for a nare ithip and s,""*7 W&8 put. in mi approved. The ~ttallon 
. . 

Catl'lanJor and too S,, "xperiencq poor camn"11.catiCl'le wittr tm c~8Jl7, and 
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----• emeq tbl ,.lt.F ot tbl eitaticm, ..- .a.c:n1 to better ..i,se .act ,.,. 

. miioate WU.ta tbl crGUll taroe1. •aw.Jr, ~ , ....... o LTC 1uro1m .,....u. .. < 
,...i_ in -1.-C ..... .,.., .. ,. thl IMfl11ltJ ol the two ..... 

plAt,oou to ld•'llltdl' W"k tblia' l•dl... l*9 .-WM? Md to lb• ~ 

cnoe al. "- <.a ••l• lllll wu u.ei.. tMft4MM• ta tM ..-... os.ot • 
• 

Tbl C .. 1 I' Ca JJld• loet , ...... ._. .... tM 19' Pl.-'04ll1 Wlell ... U. 

aOllt .... 1ml • ftallt, .. • le.a I .a pr•.nlr J twa .... ..._ ~lal 
prd>l• ·~tar"'* ,..._ _.. ..... .....,. tllil ._. 1..-s.. of tbl . 
'-d Platocm, u U., WH -' ..... 1' .-.. ot "'9 NI • •' .. MlJ7 t.Mvrt • . 
ls>odcT drqiplll a.ea , .. Ulwtartia, b'*' -.w••alll MttMll_. Sn '"me 
the battl•tl•~ 4• to ld.1 .itM.wll _. la•••• the 111.a ..._ "t.Le4't.e4 tlll 

light. 

B&ttalicn ec.a.-r lbifteil taa to _. ........ , .... •• .. •rl• •A. 
LTC 8\rchm Ind lla.j S.Wll llt.aW t._ the CM lldp _. a MH•1'7 for oaat.rcal 

ot ARA and Ip.._, tnd tbt deoleie _. ..... to lllPltr aA tot eloerin 1w-t 

rather thin depend c:n t• wt~ u .u\e tr. Cini terpt. to aat,bll' t• 
. -

lqer with t\lbl at't.Ui.17. TAC ASr wu tlAIO ........ , b& WU Uoite4 ........ 

1nit1al.q bJ the Wtalicm Car117Mr 4• to \Ill dinted.tr Sa Mmt.i~ 8'tdlF 

loc11.tiC1tS. 

It Ol'n, tbl lllt. Pl&ocm wae .reaelrils....., .... _. 6Q. acrt ... . . . 
fire a1 wll u RPO, l-llJ1 a\&cmtlo a ..U. ... ttie. , .. ·ttnt. romde 

l~ing en thl pl.at.oan • 1 ~t.tcn Sn3'11".. 81Wral .. •ri-1.Y and Mllt."'911 . . . 
cne ra. "\lo. Lt. Stnen1Cll and IPC lltrt.tnea, tbl let Platoe Sea-pet, nat.t..S 

trca the proteotlcn ot thl d bill .S tCllllcl.e IJ that. tbl. __, toroe hli1I 

begun to deplCIJ fttca the rOld t~1 tblir poet.tie. • ••..,_ed tbree 0114r• . 
i•e depla,.d to the ICU.h, aoat.baut. end eatt. and bee• to cleltwr accurate end 

c••ITIAL 
• 



---• he&YJ RPO, &-40, lllOld.fttlWl ml ..U. ... 11" II'• vitldn 2~ -.ere. Tbl 

en.::r.y, using tiro .,.S aaneuver Ind OONI' .. .,.. he07 tire 1uppcrt, beCll'l to move . 
cloeer to the l.t platocn• a looatlca. 'DID INA, tor ,_. unll1u1e reaecn ran 

straigl't toward1 tCIChGl.• 11 t.rca U. ..... fhlJ wre Miiied b7 tbl .-. ot that 
, 

hxhola and c:ne wa1 kill.eel, the •hi• WN t••• till t&m11t7 ot tin an bot.h 

~' ',·k 3 increa~d. C<*aunioatiC111 WIN poor Ind Lt lt,ntnec:e vaSftl7 att...P,ed to 

inf<ft'l hia c<111pan7 o-. .... ot hie ••ten. ll t.Ull, ~ Parker att...,..ed 

V· i:ist:·\!ct the lllt Platoc:n to ...-tr tblir loo-'i• ao '"'*' •A ooUld p-cw:lde 

c • ;1;:-in do fcn91ve euppart.. Aft..- a putlcnalarlJ he&YJ barrqo ot 8-11.' IDd 

HPJ fire, cCJ1.11Nnicatlcna •re lOlt vtth tbl be11i114 pl•ocn tor the relt ot the 

t'h•' B-40· rcX,,ket hit II tcat!Q\e direat.17, kUltd ..,,, platOQ'l lo.Ser ard 
. . 

~( ~t r<JYed the r.r.dn!na Ndio. All9inc oomnancs, src Martina cal lad to tm . 
'1l'm1-1crR t"Jf his platocm to c<11•rw \hell' ..-1t.1cm. ff., told then to firv all.J . . 

. :Led lw' r:las~ ataaults a«&in.t th9 pl.at.OCl'l 'a raa. 
pa.r.ied by heavy mcrta.r, RPG, s..40·, mach!noll'-1 ID4 ..:11 &JU ..,.,ort. JIVA 

, · ~ i ":> w· ~ h"'~ t.hrocghout t.ho battlo aroa. The lit. Plat.ocn 00\riered b7 

l;J u,ij~,P. thoir raa111oros and 1'1rinc accurate, wll ..... lhat.11 at the ld!anctnc 

hordl::i or 1oldicre, cooservativeJ.7 eetlmatad at betwen 200 t.nd "SX1 men. 8-1.0 

!'i r•' ti. cam«? moro accurato ar¥i heavier. M~r1 ot the platocn report-eel that . 
· · n· .. Y tttompted tv rfre With tlwir M-16 11, thq would receive a B-ltO rocket 1n 

r · , 1 n.. :1lt h1..'lttgh ARA and 9pook7 wore now work in« en 9t.ati<l'l, ~ he7 wni--. ~~· 
1 ittl<' 

~ ,, i r1'V ic.h.../ :rupport. to too platoon, u tlw7 could not. accuratoly deto1111no tho 

frkndly posit1Q'l. SFC Mtl"t.inol told hie aen to aanc thoir poeit.1.Clle b7 throwbw . . 
i riJ> t'laros. .., waa intor.d b7 90T Gilbert, a lqUld le.Ser, that the trips 

'''Jr.J 3 feet. QJt.11de their taxhol•• but that the tire vu eo int.en• the7 could 
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not. be reaobld. Thi aon, 1en1in1 thu n1>oa•it1 ot ltl.A a~pcrt, equirted inauct 

NJ>4llent. en the crow¥t arrl lit it, but th.. vol•• ot n.re tho;y received in 

retum waa 10 int.enee the tbl otrcrt hlll to be lblftdc:nod. . . 
Al the ·~ caapanle 1 *'"' clOlll' to the lit. plat ocn element, 

thu7 deplopd a lqlUd to the ncrt.h •tlnl up a mw 8-1.0 rockot and .51 A· Sbel" 

mnchiJM,,... poe!ticm. e, 0415 tbl platocn Md •tt•NCI 4 ldllod and llao.t ill 

worll wowdod at lout ance. src Martine .. ci»llll'ftd thlit ane ~ poeiticn near 

the banb crater to thl aout.h wu o.,.J.e ot dellwrtlll aocurat• tire taward1 

toxholo 113 and the ant hill. HI clooiUcl to ub lft att~..,t to ••acuate his 

poalt iCl'l and man 50 •ter1 to tho nortt.lt. tnt.o • q,en tield. Al h8 l1l'!d 

three other1 left th91Jt poait.icin and oroesocl tbl rloe padd7 diko to the wc.t., 

thoy received .51 caliber tire tran the 1outh. Two .n were killed and 5FC 

Martin\)z wa1 mew~l.7 wO\Died. The remaining individ-1, St-4 Lee Alexander, 

pullLd the doad ~ wourdod to t,_. 1atct7 ot the field bf him1telt, md delivered 

fir~ aid t 0 src Martinez. 

The men in foxhole 11, YiewiJI« the •~nt ot V'C Martines mid 

realizing that faxhQJ.cs 112 am 13 wore now .,,, moncl to cover the caps in . 
their 11U11 1haped tonnaticn. Two 1nd1vidur'11 aond id.o PoahQle 12, cne to tbl 

juncticn of tt. rice padd7 dikes - one to tho field 1'11re SPC MAl't.1ne>1 had 

been drug. SP4 Vincent Martino lllCWed to thl rice p.Sq clike ,.,c1 cl>eorved an 

cr.cmy .51 cnliber machin~1·J\ pot1iticn and B-ltO rocket ,,oaiticn to the nort.h-. 
c:-::t. He aleo received heaY7 tire when ho wao spotted en tne dilce 1 but. b7 

hopping around ho was able to deliver accurate tire en the two potitiaw and 

neutralize tt)(D. 

Jn taxhalae 14 mi l'J, the l.t platO<l'l wber1 encowrt.ored a differ­

ent situatim. The advancing en~ had moved !nt.o thl toxhQJ.01 en the east.em 

portim ot the por1moter. A bel'll betvoen their C~JCholea ..S the enemy positicn 
• 

prohibited tire to bt.: retumod at the i.m9111T. TbJ men resorted to "-11 grenade1, 
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)., jut •• tt. ....., aomted a uohinl .- an t• bena. T• __, potiticn ,, .. 

ThD ftcM, raaed &ca OJL' •U ot'5 • ta. firlt platocn poeiticn. 

TtrOQlhO\t the odaot the lit, --- .-..... n.. .. oc:neerted _.,iticn 

n:; best aa poasible. The • ....,. 1••._. t• ._. .. ..i.ta 1Piut the pOlliticn 
• • 

and nre driYa Hok in both••••• .... ••1111', it. ... •ev••lJ 111t,s..t.r, 
• 

mountod at lealt. lJ) to S>0 -. hi ...... lllel••Mlt Mf9n4ed lt•lf 

·'lP,ainat three OQll*'li9• d ",_. t•,. • 1'11N 'llHP uld end womlod. 

r:-.. • platoon al10 rvpCll'ted tt.t. thl ...., •••• to '9 "happed up" m dn&I or 

upium, frequtnt.l.J' th8' _.... llt.llll lllll W.:UC , .... , ta. poeit.icn to be o\& 

down by tn> M-16•1, ~ t•.., 1Cdt.r1 vCNld,. lftlU., and vUdl1' in 

'lj t't\:ront dirtt~lCl\I - ~l'fM8 thl Mt.'lett.ld - ,.Uiltl ..a 1-.tdnl .. 

Tti.i .,,,.., wcceecled in • ._ .. poeiticna wt.t.h1n 20 ..iva or thl ., 
l.st pl.~tO<ll and llll'J7 wore kUW wf.t,hta lO feet. W. thll ocntaat r..:.ed, thole 

T:1flmbt::ra or the lat platocn not. kui.cl or •l'lCNll1.7 ,,... ... hid betw.a ca.-. NM . . . 
t;,.t-; w.gadnee of mnunittan left, Tblr hid 111tf9red 6 IU, 17 VIA, 2 11&1&17 

' . . 
W>liilod not. medevaced and 2 nat. WO\lllllld. Thlr had •Jlpellll-1 All oi.orea, "60, . 
'IT1'l M79 antm\al~tion. The plat,ocn ••Jlber11 Calpany C~ lftd Battalian 

.~ 1::maardor maea conM"atift ellt.ia..t,01 that at led l!IO to 200 IVA hid boen 

kiil•Jd and that the poeitiCI\ hlld been au.it .. bJ at, l•alt. three OcalJ*lle•• . . 
Thtf eeocn:l platoon, "'4ff the ocmtnd of Lt PCM11, eaperieno.S a . 

~. • :L .'\l')y vicioua OCl'ltact. HaYiftl expOllN \heir poaitian "t 00401 ttw platoCll 

m,1 int.,dned 100~ alnrt. tor 2 hra. Thq lilttened 1d,.,t17 to the lit. Platocn 

L ·:n:•?r 1 :J c~veraeti<l'la with Opt. Parker M'ld wore •are ot thu aia• ot the approach-. 
itl6 e:n~ force at ~. Likewi•, thq Clbl81'ftd ttw ~ llOW't1lileftt taward1 the 
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C•tlDTIAL 
~ PGlftlla .,.. or· tt\ir · in t.h41 •loinlt7, Lt. Powell deo!ded that h11 pnMit Jct. 

v111 no lClftl•r ten.bl• nnd "aYo the ofter t,o piok up what thl mon could anrry 1.nd 

run to thl drainqe ditch. Six 11111 WON ktllr.d in tho ln1t131 oncmr •Ol'i·~ 

cCl'lcentntien. Thi drain• and rloo ,..,, 41111 ottered ... prct.eot.1an ft"an tm 

tl7ing 1Chl'llllft91, and the platoan ... Qr .. ·~t ... ~ reora.,iaod racin~ c.,.fl 

and wo et. T• npW redeplqpwn ••••• .,..al ,,.i.., Tiii Cl .. oro dtrt.ma-
• 

t.cra wero loft, behind Ind J.thoush , ....... , wre 9'Ul in pl""' tt.17 c'lUld n<*­

bo detcnated. S.Oc:ni1l7, tn t• ll&at.F 8°'8 t• - left Mldnd their trip fil\l'f'l!I 

"'hieh later oCNld haft A•iat.ed Sn au'klnl looatla1, 

Tho pl-.OCl'l oantlau to roeelw a MOF bfltudawat. tr• ._ aritt 

6Qrm mcrt."2'it -1 like tho lat. pl..t.a aleo roodftd ll'O, a.AO, .. at.•Atic 

wnpons ~ eall ara1 fer t.tll ne• two houri. Thi platocm did have a prct. :ot• •I . 
po:1ittcri hONOvor Md it 11 tlro power en linl, ort.t.ad tn bat.h dlroat.ions. Ry 

firln1~ their J .. \\113, t~),. wore r.blu to neut.raliae ane B-40 podttcri md tlne • ';l 

caliber poeiticn durina the •8'd..nl ca ... .it br • •••at~ CaRpMy sin rorce • . 
Suv.,r&l 1101ault1 were aad<t bJ thrl ~. att...,tinc to overrun tho U9 po11t icri. 

Sm' ·1•011 R. '9lbur4, 11 lq\lad lfllder Sn t.t.t platoca ltatud th..t. ttw •••Ault wn~ 

not or the '"" mngnitudo that hit tho 141". 1"1C.0Clll it ~· not. .... ~sault. 

Thi ma1sed •MlllT toroo1 p~ tire into the trt.ndl7 poelt!.cn t'rCl!l 

JO to 50 motor1 awq, usin« tiN lftd ._._.I' in ati.,t.inl to pt oloeer tn 

t.~.: rr:.)n u1 po11t1Cll. 9C7I' ISbers inlt"at.ed hil .n to OCll ..... -mltiCI\, 

tire eingle, well aimed ahot1 - cn11' at thoee llVA who at.ttllllpted to oloee w!~ h 

tli-.: lr poaitiCll. Tho platoCll \&Uiaed it.'• lf?9' 1, M60 '• 111\d MM ~ron.Se1. to 

beat tldvvitaco - tiring at bunched troap1 ....S ut.cmAtio weapai1 poettim•. Qic 

M60 v&1 hit -'\nd d•lt.roted br ., ino•iftl aart..r r°'8d ~ the platocn ""' rorood 

to ori.-it <11e pn to the we.t. d cno to the ea.t.. !OT Mb•ra crawled th'J 
' . 

length ot the ditch a1 did the rl'ltocn Serpant. SS'l Jom Pllblok, •cow-ndng 
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r.t. "·~D, .·; . .lM IJ11~ t"'-'i r J••lru an I at.•,ut-' !NJ \e ea1Ualtlo1. 'rhft platocn ..Sio, od 

• 

,i•ocm ie•r.,. ...-iCNlll' •••RI,. "1 a W.O romd at .,..adlat•lY OliO(J, .-! 

the pl.1'.0Cll RTO, PPC tfnral.d J C109e , ... I~ t•itlr Wl'f' torr•1t1 t.o 1tiTCtt t.l•'' 1 r 

•ttcrt.• to \I• c11.-1. ot MIA .. t• ••11114 ot 'Mir poettlcm. Thi plat.oan 

had ,oa1 o,......ltttt ... with the aA IAN _. U. c ........ pall after pa•, 
proridinfl ol~in """' to U. ~ lllt ---· ,,,. p11toe11 llflllbor1 ttr·it 

lit .. .., tlb1 ,. -- their ,..,,i.. .... '"' n... .. , ...... .,. it tailed 
• 

to l(O o"s ftnnl~, t• t...,.n f'lllM •II \•S. lldfte, IPl'ftl'ld t'- wlth 

in~ l"l'\!Glld ... S,.l\ .. ,.... ..... , ... a.- llalrt l•ft. thD OOftl' 

of t~ lllt.ah, a 1-M> r.wl ""_.a la an t• - who ttrw tt.. The PlatOCll 

Sor~lll't wa1 11ri0191.J ._.. .. ta _,. lft Mt.t•. tl'8ft all 1htrt1 wro ~one, 

U1-.! t roq..orr1 l'QIOl't.ed to tlrt.nl a It_. of treaer '*1lDt1 OT"i.ated to the wollt.. 

In lhh w07, ARA Wl9 Ible to n.. it'• aiftS,. in nort.h/80\&ta pa,...,t)I a1 cl08U ae 

10 llfttore ft'Qft the trlundlY ett.. 

,'.t apprOJdaateq 04001 tM Mt.alt• S,, )laj S.011, ntt•Jtllpted to get . . 
ii;• ArtUl•Y b\ookinc ftre1 ft'aa I ¥t.e17, J/!Jr) At\lllt17 at L~ Traq, but. 

experienced dlf flculty in 1ettin1 approval for Che •laalon. The 155 fir•• c•nie 

ln approxlNtely one hour .Cur r••••tH at\41 vaa po1ltlonad by the Arttllery. 

L::l' :·1· r1 the ~r, bJlooorter to nrthltr aan!ldl.at.e thl n• tlao:.t· ·• 'I\ fnrct. . . .. 
rhe Can)Wlf Cu!lllndvr, l'attal ian C~, Rattalicn ... ~igide Cc.m­

m:mJr r an<t er-1,ad\) S) all talt that ftFPOl"t ft'Cll all reeouroe1 was adequate am 

t i.mdv. 1'hc Rattalicn Canmander lt.ated that hi had uiple "'•ouroe• M\tf that 

nm 11.d t. o wait while at.hen wre 'beift« onipl.OJ*l. He illdioated thAt While 

(flt.'.' H\Cthtl Of ~A broke lt.at.ieft1 anat,hel" .. otiCI\ 1"9J1lacud it Witho\& dola_y, Al.90 

two S1.ooky 1hip1 wre utUhed Md that. ""9n Cl"9 hlid exp.Sect it'• naros another 

wae en trt1JtiCI\ to Nplace it. 

A1 dawn 1pproaatwd, the ocntaat llawd and A CCllptnY' watohed the IVA 
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pull ott U. woedell bod1e1. Tha ail pla\oan .-rr1 ho1itated to tire Cll the 

i bearer1 of the ._111.s beon• thly wre dOWt to ttr•• or tour maca11ne1 J>"I" 

-.i, hut. wbln thlJ d!d, the1 d)eunf)d thAt "°'° NVA eoldiors bohind the wourded 

ehlpl.7 1cooped t• up and ccntin..S to evo. 

,._ 211 platocn lllllber1 t.lt that \bD • ..., deplctaunt va• ldYlfttqeOU8 to 

tt.l a~ tire traa the •l••nt en the •ut. pa111d onr thl head• lftd 1i.n.d int.o 

tho ._ "1..-nt. to the "'-*• Thi ••• tn etteot wa1 ftrina at --.-iat,hlr • . 
At 04JIJ thl tirtt. pl.atocn flr• A Cea,_,, 2/5 Caw ., .. nat.itied to prepare tor a 

night oomat .... .i.t and "' 061. 7 thl lit. natocn ... liftod Snto the 2d platocn '• 

looaticn to Ninfciroe lftll Nltn. the Jl'••V9 en tho fttiendl1 mit, (Xt'34911•7) 

The lit. Platocn ot A CCllpMJ Mt With no re1ilt•o• and linked up with the ~ 

FlAto·.ti at 0629. 1t was deotded fl, that ta. to '*ililo the CC111b11t assault lif', 

b1"1s which hid brouc~ in the lat PlatOQ'l ot A Ccapan1 to evacuate the wounded . . 
and dead ft'c:a the 2.d Platocn. The al Pl.atom 1utrered 5IIA • 16 WIA, 2 L~htly 

~~!:. not medcvaccd, and 4 not. wourdO'i. &, 0658 tho vountod m\Jlbers or tho ~ 

platnQ'I were al thoir wq to medical care at Cu Cid. A Calen"atiw estimate or 

&iemy loesos 1n the platoon area ii pl!lced at 100 KIA. 

Sillllar!7, C Can;>•Y 2/5 CavaJ.rr was intcmod at 0415 hr1 to move a1 

aoQ'I ,13 possible, al toot, \l the lit. PlatOCl'l looaticn and to rolieve enomy 

prt1~.H:11ro. Tt.ir ovomight locnticn wae arproX1rnatol7 lll>O •tere traa B Ccapa117 

L'1d by 05X>, the7 wre within 400 Mt.4.ir~ ot thl beeeiged p09iticm. They were 

guidul into position by Opt Parker who gave direct'l.cns l17 radto as he looked at 

thJ strobe light which wa1 carriod bJ the ft'cnt olement. ot C Caap1n7. Cpt Po.ricer 

~ui1·..;d thorn into the exact. po1it ial as if' he were adjust.inf' artillery. Br 0600 

the Canpaav had 11nh1 up with the lit. Platocn and had •cured the F~. At 

062=', ~ight medevac 1hip11 were requelt.ed tor the 1st Plate>CI\ · W..th--

in three minute1 the medevac bird1 were m ttatial and th<' wnmcted wore cvRcua-

ted to Cu Chi tor treatment. COMFID£11TIAL 
15 
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To •ft'Mt .... pGl.t.oo of tho Wtle area Std to pm•• tb• en.,­

"'roe, A c....-, 1/1 Can.117 - oClll!Mt u...iw into lr3'414f (1o.&hwlt. ot . . . 
the i.t n.toca•a 1...,,lan), & aci tra ll'JSJ114, tbllr __..tgt& locatlcn. 

Tlw • ._.,, llMp\ t• area ot ocat.W· -4 ....a Ja a •••rl.7 cllrectlan in pirsuit . . 
Of the ... toroe. Botb C c.p.,, 1/5 ~ .. l CC11p1D71 1/8 CanlJ7 fcqd 

.nlenoe whloh Sndl•ted th1tt tlw tw ,._toan1 W eappl a reinforced Battl\licn. . . 

.... .,. bloa:l trdl.1, blocd1 -. ............ Of bodloe IDCI IYA C'1Ulf&tlnt wre . . 
1trnn tor ._. .... , Of .ten. ..... \Ill lt.1 taanl wns '2 RA III., l IVA . . . 
WIA PW, 2 1647 •1, __,. .. ., ..,..U.1, -5 ........ ot l0081 /X roml1, 1 bcm . . . 
7.60 lat~oraft -•1td.ltlca, ...... _, _. .... IS oldocm_ Mid arenades, and . . 
l/2" ot doo..rt.e. ll edlllt1Cll, •30r llwll, aft• • eminaticn ot the a•a . . . -
ropcrted 8/'¥) caliber tll'inl poeitlane .t: 11'3'5154, ~7150, 329154, 335154, 

. . 
339149, 34l.l.49 and 3281.47. 8ued an thl• w14enco, cb .. "atian or the battle 

from t'1e C.C ehip and t't'Qa the roport1 bJ' /Bl. and 8pock7 pilots, the en•y 

etre1'lth was placed at a reintcrced W.tallan. Scout. lhip9 ~ aleo called in 

to make n rird light. check or the ccmtii.ct aroo.. They repcrtcd rtncllnc n-.orou 

bwikc:ro at 334150. Appaohe Red vorkocl thll area, aakiftl cloeo-1n paaaee and 

recamaisaance b7 ft.re. ~ D'332l 53 thq tomd t,...l entrccee. C Ccap_,., . 
2/5 Cavol.JT checked thia area end tomd 6 bmaken with onrhead ewer, UQOI' 

piercing .50 caliber 'rounds, end •mrit.1 bolll1 tor thD -1S11ticn. 

At 0955 houri, B Cc:aptn7, 2/5 CaTall'f reoelnd a reed out en the . . 
woundvd PW who stated that h• Wll.8 tr<a the lat an, 272 'Re41Mnt, 9th vc 01Yia!m .. . 
~·hu PW stated that his battalicn '• a11slcn vaa net to intlltr"te, b\t. r'lther to 

mP.ke cCX'lt.act with a lS baee wepoctocl to be f\lrther north ot " Ccapafl7' 1 loc-iticn. 

They wore to engft&G and dellt.r<f' thia base. 

At 0900, airtt.rikea wro "q•tt.ed by the lit Bripde and 10 F-100 

jet f'1cht.•r• re11pcnded (See Tlb I tor oxpsr'iture•). ~ 9E'etnla17 elCploeillll 

were d:>eorved east. ot tho c02tact area P.;i a ~sult or tho .. a1ret.riko"• -
l6 COllFID£11TIAL 
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U. Ccnolusic:ne/CCBllanllera' J.nalJ'aist 

• a. That B CQnpnny, 2/5 C1t.valry successfully def,mded itself against 
a reintc:rced en.,. Battalic:n. . . 

• 
b, Th&t 200 01le7 KL\ 11 n canecrvt>tive ost.imc'\tc. 

c. That cloee :Ir.A auppcrt was a ke7 factor to the success ot tho 
battle. 

d. That the cnemT did not. kJ'low the dispcsit:f Cll .•md locntiai r.'f 
the ti, s. \111t nnd was attempting to pa91 ttr~h that locatiCll to hit an <'bjcc­
tivc turthor north. It is asl\IMMI that the 6 man •Mll7 recCllnabscncc olomcnt 
which mlde cent.act with the 2cl Platom 1hortl1 aft.er 11~16'.ht. w1ts checkint? out 
thl locaticn wmre the WI CCllJ*'\1 hid received 1«>1 earlier in the d~y. It is 
also a11tmed that ~t l•a• pr•rt ot the •nenlT recaml\itllV\C.'elcment rJtumcd to 
it's p~ \111t, intnnned tM batt&liCll of tho lB locaticn, anti tlo\rt plP.nB 
were made to engage the al Platocn with at least a canp1n7 while the main hcdy 
mewed north toward it'• ci>jectivo. It 11 111s\lm>d thllt the 1111.in btdy consi stud 
Of at least. 2 ~ pOSSihly ) CCllpM\ies Md thnt they did not know of the 1st 
f'lato'J'l' 1 locfttiCll - to the ncrth,, ncr tho exact sbe o~ the 113 unit • . 

o. That tho tight.ing spirit or the SKYTROCP~, hie dct~rminlltiat 
tu live, and his ccnccm for tho lb·ee or fellow troop<'N was the key fActor 1n 
the success of this contact. 

f. Th"t l~ader~hip ClDlrCised b1 those at the lowst level W~S 
exompbry, The tact that nano ot the floiondly pr91.tiata were 01rerrun and that 
in both platoma tho platom lea-ter 91¥1 pl&tO<l'l eergennt 'l«IN out. of acticn 
brings great credit to these yowig l•adere, o.n1 their ability to tP.ke cMl!lmld 
and perfonn with QJtstanUng wcceee. 

~. · B CanpAJV, 2/5 Cavalry wa1 retumed to L~ Terr~ fer the 
r.i. .. '1t of '!O Xc.rch, but w3s bl\Ck 1n the 1'1.eld the tolla11ng d87 with ropl.:tcomcnte 
rran Wi\.hin the battal1Cll. /lthouah tho Canp11n7 .uttered almost canpleto loss 
of two µlatoms, the1 were net. pi-,.oed aClllbat 1nettect1n. 

h. ~,hen the decivicm wu made to depl07 forces wost.of the Vm 
Co Doog River in the t11gcl ·s Win~ area, it was dcme in tull rcnlizati~ or the 
risks 1n-.-1voe. Canmandors at all level~ were C081'li•11ut or the cnentr' s two great 
advant~11. The security afforded b1 tho near prox:hnit1 or tho Cambcx!1311 b.Tder; 
and his ability to m&sll forco1 at a t :fme and place ot his own choosing fltf&inst 1 

~na or mure of the necesu~.rHy dispersed froiondly el~cnta, To offset cO'!!'plctuly, 
t, he 9E! onc.1n)' a'JVMta~s would have !'equtr~1 the rc•1tim1ng at \l'\it s at a er-in- • 
sider1.1.ble diet.AnCC froClll th•_; border, p-rJ.>nb].y·oaet or th! Vnm Cn "\rn~ River it:aelt, 
rin1/or tho sd:utitutirn of I\ ~ries or fixed.ir hardened, well dC; fended etr<Ttl'point~ 
f:lr th..: m'i>U·- po!t.1 .. r•! a.cc.1"11~ cnployed, To have OiJted for eithar or bct.h or 
thc!.lc: E\J.t,;m~t~.vee, howcvri:. , wo'.l.:.d have been to negate accunpli.Jhmont of the 
miMirn. Giv1r.g up f;1>ac<.> iKJet of the '!Hr.! CC' OonP- River would have br~ht acme 
111eA.1urc nr ecc·.t~·it:r btt.. at the coat or the early warning nc~dod t.o ml\rehall a 
force lr.rge e1!c~~h tn def~at tho enemy bef'cre he could hav·~ bypadsed the!'!O 
positirtll at will. I., the l!«ht of thosfl consider!ltiQ'le, the mo!lt effective 

J.'t 

CONFIDENTIAL 



CONFIDENTIAL 
course ot acticn waa the omplo,venrit ot mobile, eemi-indepondont, snnll units 
cepabl~ ot detecting the intUt-ratiC11 or major cnany forcoa and delaying these 
m1ti1 they cOW.d be attacked and deatro,rod bJ tho applicat. iat of mas90<i fire~; 
Jn t.his engapnmt Q'1 8'-9 M..rch, B/2/'5 Cav&l.17 tul.tillod this rolo CIJ!lpletelf, 
notwithstanding ita own, rolativel.7 h11b casualties. It poaitiOl'\ftd itsalf C1'l 
wh$lt· prcwed to be an 1ntiltrat1Q'1 r•e, detocted ll major 81*f" torco, attacked 
same, fixing it 1n poaitiat until ha&YJ' tire1 cllUl.d bo brought to bear. It 
is w:certain as to whether the on911t7 battalion 1fas At.ton.,t~ • mn.1o!' move cast, 
of the Van Co D~ Rivor or as the PW irdicated, mewing to destroy A US unit or 
in~illatiCll. ffONever, 1n neither caao was that d:>joctive attaiilod, and the 
dmnage to tho let Battaliat, 272d RepmCl'lt must have been eevero. 

14. IA11me Learr1~ s . 
I 

a. The results '>f this"GfllJagement, specificall.v the li.'.,.~1e:~ thMt 
normal eosualtt :-ate tor B/2/5 Caval17, naturalq caused 6 reev1tluatil'Jl'l of the 
concept of opcratiQ\s in the J:AVAJO WARHCJISI AO. As indicated above, that 
rca.s!'Jessrnent M.ly indoref!d the CQ'lcept nf a "forward" deplrlJll'l'3nt, in· a snall 
t:n!.t, mct>ile poet'UJ"9 or the el.ftment.1 ot 1/8 and 2/5 Cavalry. However, apprcu·AJ. 
of the gmcral concept doe1 not, in thie caee, 1mpl.T approv1tl of the specific 
pc:.rit ~.c.t'li.n~ of ci:.mpaniP.e on the ni~ht of 8-9 March. Che 0f the el\l.icnt leesC1'ls 
,.f t;·.J.s action is t.he fllct that the tenn "forward" depl"'Jftlent. is A highly rela­
tive ooc, with its applic1t.tiC11 detominod by the spncific circumstnncc9 pre­
·1ailin~. While endorsing tho deplOJ••nt ot 8/2/5 CAvury (and the other com·· 
p.:11-.i~a) •.-1ost of the Vmn Co. nq River, this rep~ aekn<"Nled~es that an incrc11.~ie 
of C11ly two or three kilcnutera ot "It.and- -..·~ 11 distenc~ bett1een B Co's poeitir:-a 
and t ht~ borrfor would hn,•e boon approp-iate. WI.th hindsight, it apierrs th11t 
the cc;s'· ~n t1.:'1ns ot "early waming Tj•"• ae diecussed abrNe, would have bce::'l 
C;..''j'C:1Sr.tt i f"r adoqt,"\tOly ''1 the adYantagea Of Dll111CUVCr t"f)Q!l for C'l!l!litmflflt 
C'f ."d nnot- i Le r:::s~rve:, and f')l' unrt-istricted applicatiat or pureuinv, fires. li1 
sh· rt, c 1.ln itn: .:nt of imia.11, :3Elllli· ;i.ndeprndent \l'lite vi thin a certain minim\JTI i 

d1stnncc of tho Cnalian border (a diet.Mee vaJTing nccort!ing to circ\lllst'\l'lees, 
but usunl~ y not less than fivu kllc:aetera) is a risky ventUJ'l'l 1 just ifiod mly 
in ~ :1e~ '..nl r.irc·.imst.n."1coe art.er care.nil evaluaticn. 

t,. When maneuverina independently on the Vietnam battlefield. the 
, . ., r.nrr.pa11y or platoon normally secures itself by assurnin1 a purely defensive 
posture; by coiling into a perimeter on the most defensible terrain available, 
dig~ing tn, regilterin1 defensive concentrations and firin1 then1 occasiona 11 y 
during the ni-aht a~__!___Precaatt.onary measure, and by limiting its ''ambu1he1" to 
locBl-1ecurity range and/or the dictated concept of operation, as was the ca•• 
lri thi~ e11gagement i then the unit mu1t find it1 1ecurity in deception and mobillt.y. 
c le.irly. the co of 8 Co understood this. Hh company had been in the field. on 
the owvP., for the eight day1 precedina the engagement. positioning itself in a 
different location each night, movin1 away from its obvi~usly compromised log 
(3er1al resupply) position, reconnoiterina niaht positio.11 during daylight but 
o<·cupying them only after dark, and by reghterin1 deceptive defensive concentra­
tions as well as the actual on••· All of this is highly con111endable and 
undoubtedly accounts for the fact that this wa1 a friendly-initiated action, 
with B Co achievina 1urprit• and the enemy receivina the lnltlal, and apparently, 
verv damaging fir••· If, after thi1 initial deliverance of their oraanic and 
supportina fires, the 1st and 2d platoons had retained their mobility, had di1en-
1a1ed and fallen back even a1 nuch a1 tvo, or three hundred meters (po11ibly on 
the main ,ompany position), then the same aains might well have been achieved 
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at aach 1•• the ooat.. Ccmer .. 1.1, hp lc11tnc their m~Uit1 ~t1 nllowW. them• 
.. 1¥e1 tr1 ))o ft.d in 8tm-Mrtknod 1 vh•tu.ill.J !Mntundblo p··-.1t,1 '1'1s, h1 ., 
1t.;>cr1.c.11" laree, thu10 J>l:1t11crt1 1rw1t.tid the hi~h 0'1IU"!l.ti1:s whi.ch ro~ult.1 d ·ui.t, 
11. 1'1\et., ritkud the 11siltt.r ·,f btJ1nP. 'JMft'11'le P'ltuntly, thi'.l is 1msi1·r "'·d.r, 
t.hnn dune, pe.rt.icul.&rl.7 Cl'\ nnt, opnn tottnin on a 1ftr'lttlli8ht n"~ht, whftn hullnt.s· 
arc n.rtnc lftd Sftltinct calla ,,,,. h'C4iftl thl .,.rt.he M~or, •:11~1,.... rt1rn~ 111t, 
H i!J "fl tnli.,,ut.t\bl•1 r-.ct. ttu-t tho 111tt -'doh nll•1 it lf'l r tr, hu rixut in · n 
'•:irr•;p:.r<-d rn.,H.1 11'\ by a superi~ f'·>HU is tn 1eol' tra.abl"'• "'his '1""" r n· ·l 1 

e r.9t,··nt c·r.phll!ith1 "1ld teatl'\lq\lfe to r·vCJid it nt1·:1 t(j be 1fov.,l 1'1'-"'''• f"'Jhu· N' 1) 

tiJ, I , ~oyud. 

a. l'a th11 aotim, thl nom&l 1ltuation Jll'ftllU"t1 1n that t.hn 
lnhnt1·:1 r.CMlnder hlld. nn•r ot t~e·ot rs.re wpport. to : .. 111tp(J"I. 'hrm-t.i:­
n,tf•ly, in thil adl1on a~ 1ft !llnJ' at.here, all ot tt11t• ft1'9 lllUPJ>OT't rr"1n\l'C• 8 
Wt,jr' not neO'tllal'll1 ccwrl-.nt.a,,., .t, l•a•' ftat. at t.hft IAll'W! t 1mP. CCl'\9""111P.r'l•.1v, 
• ~f! !111t.taliCl'l Ca.un<Mr hid \O pick and Oh(M')M1 .. leot.fnir on.- .\t tho ,axponte or 

J ~ 1 M911n- It.hire. The NOord W~c~•• t,..., hi ot.099 wt•l1, w1.th the T"ttN'.lt 
t 'i1t •,'le tat.al fir•_• ~p~ .-dorttd W'\I Vfll'J tffeot.1Yt:te !fOW1 ·~ r onr·u~h rr,~1""1'111 
!"': 11 :.nl.J nr eC'fltl'Ql ard ooordlftatte11, dtd art .. a1 t.o wnfTant '''"' 1,;crto•~m ~ 
oorr~oth• aotiCJn. Ttll• pl'd»lers ""'"' not. aajor .,,, b\& tio lmfc1+ . ., the nf!tllt 
to \Jpd.lt' 1~1 rnr "Jiackaainl" t'w tct..Al. t1ro 1iapport av·1U'\hl" ror ~llW 
• 1 .•, ~!"I 1etail U.r; "11thorit1 am ""-tlJ>t2llih1lit1 of oach J)lJrtt~ involv··ri in that 
t rr.,~(. :1~. 

~. The tsct +.hat !l ai~1. t'icant nunber or Vi1nPs tri·H~cowrt.~l·· "w.mt 
wr'fll' .. ~.":'\Ost ina,:rorri~t" tirnri!IJ <J(l(l!t net W'lrrant t,..._. lAb•l ,,r ~1 ''l"sq~ 
~ · ,rn -d"51r.~,_ "'V'!n tht; h··•, of out "i+,91 1uoh at tMtt orw, this f'>'YinfYYl'·nm h:,~ 
• .:c·.rrnd ~·ft.er. 1n t.hr· JJaat and mfo!"tt11ately1 will pre1unably do !O in t~ f\f.UJ"". 
fl ·11 r.•~'1.v Uv·r ... b no rr. rJ ~llCu"'·· f".r 91.1JJPort.1n,, ~\l'Hlhip1 nl'i. hnvlnlf: t. ht' rf«~t 
frr q·Jt ney 1 or a unit eurrytnr an incper~lo recolllmts rifle 1n the field and 
r.rft ~aJTy1n" 8dern1ate 1foviee1 ror n~~ht markin~ or po9itim1, or h•vin~ them 
r•· .1 :J..v wdl ·hl·~, 'il'l1 ror ~upportir.g 1tircraft to he d11ccwercd ns "not m1s!it1crt 
r·-~ Iv" c.n.l.y wt'lon tht:y ~r. &9,Wllt-''i to be lift.int: ort; jUlt as obYiouslr, t.h1-Jf"1 
i 1 ;,'; 'lnJ,lfll retnfl'!J rer thetc pr~lam1 oither. HOMeV'lr, OQnmAMl'?rs aM st·1rr 
'· :"!' '.~. r" n .. l)(t to 1?.Jerec~ them l)fld to antioipat.e thent bJ lcn~r lead times, aid 
. ~ t rr.!it. ' eol ut.1on9 9'\'en vtdl 9 ttw7 are work Sn ( t 0 pre cl me t h'lft. 

•1. ~·i~~ency anrnunit J Cl\ re 9UJ1Pl ,, 1 s a key point. nmit 1 rJ'l 

"h'11tl J ~ • park1ui:•Jr! 1 :··1ady tor use, and easU,. broken down for rapid dist.ri·· 
huU '~ t,., indivUuAl! 1·~thor th&n pack1JgtJd in bulk. It should be stored Ul tht~ 
r· ·,r, •JJ\sily attainf:C- when ne9dad and he packa"°d in such a msnner that it mny 
h· ·it1llv1 rf•d by flll !'10019 or 1"e11Upply. 

r. ':'T.,frJrJrfl'tioo should be given to roady ro'lct1m forcos wM.c:i 
.,, · r· .r1 Uy ~VA U <ih ••· to r'!in rorc•J a hot).y omtoltod b~ttlo. RehcttrPl Mlrl 
r r-,1~t1r." nr ilftrorJ"'rc hctar~ i,. , mu.t, 1nchd1ng ni~ht canhnt n!lts'-lulte, 
ct··-.: •Jr1n~ ~ :tttair_,_ .. 1 'ii joctlve, Ctiiduct fn« 1118dioAl evacuatir.n ·ind 1Mrot1bte 
r ~rtct1cri to not.if:'..-:a.tim. 

~. A OtC sM.p !!II of utmost nooeseity in any mnjor cont1tot. W1.th-
flll!t. it, . camian.~er 1-. unllblo to t.tcCurE\tely m·1ke decisime ArfP.ctin~ P,rourrl 
fore 9. 71'.•J c'1Mtandcr'! Appol!r.IU'loe Ed. the hattloN.cld 1.a alsn Ii rigniticnnt 

ft\Or:.}1• f.1ctor ~O f111«A~d troo1>9. 
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b. l"IP••i•• t111N art.Uldf 11 a nooe•tt.r in 1117 oClltaot., 
Tb9 aftm., ..- • oer•l• ot tbiltl.,.. •at or point.,,,. ~· ..i 
rapW., lld.fUnl a-a cme , ••• ._ _. ,,._. "'-'i• ..,...,.,, ro• 1 ..ult 
be abl• to oal.1 tor llMI 14391\ U.• \ne1 ot ftNe. 

l. OWioat,1., _. '*-b1 aa.,.ate report;1 ,.... of ut•Olt 
illpcrt.aoe, It 1cep 4eo11icin1 ...... dhM " .. ...,,. in'•llt&enoe of the 
1ituat.l•, u..-.n.., re.it. ....... 1• ta Nport.inl "'*' ec.undor1 
ttlk to 0CllMlll91'1 or ·s1•1 talk '9 .,.,,.. Mr ,.,...,.1 .,. n01'111LllT not. ro­
cJittinc thDeo tr•-1•ic:n1. 

3. bdio not1 alt lte "'tUdlod fw mlt1 Sa oClltaot ld1'! cmdtior­
"ti<il thoul.d be 11"n to a oantan _. fer &ftl11e17 it ,.,,raprlate> ocm\l'l1cnt1ma 
ta ... v ... 11.ablo, 
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T • It A •IP- " ••1r1• 
i. Tl/J m. 10 r-100·1• ~ ... 

(ft• om to 0900, I 1a' 1 •I I wit) 

,.. ...... u 
"" 11> .... • .,, 
:z:-· • .... , IU 111• a ..... eert.u 

I, I lat.telf 1 '1/_, AftUl117 (1ff) .. LI hMr• •. ,, 
•• 4 

J. A lat~ 1/ff .nW., (lot) • U T...-t1 
(ft'~ ,. 00») 

.. 14' 
•• 0 ...... 

4. A Batt.e17, ~1') .-till..., (AU) t 
(9 1Mt1•a, 1e w.M1 ff• ~S to O?OO) 

10 lb. roeke". m 
l.I lt.L ft r..._11 H 
,_ • ar ..... ,, " 
IHld.ft ( fltlMt,\e) •11tnu• 1' 

'· I CGlf>lllri_ 2/, C.al.171 
( Q-111110 •11>cn1) ..... ..., ... •. . ,. 

"'' ao n1 •• 20 
IMO -.Chine °""I 4, ~ 
lf19 Orena4e1 t 420 
Hand ONftado I 11, 
~ aino I 10 
LAW•11 a· 
M-16• 16,1/XJ 
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C-.na&. 
fll Pa allCllCLaJm& 19\fl!MI OI "',.I ..... " 
1300 - '1/2/5 C.., - leoCIWMld podtl .. ~ tor nicht. lllbuh ..S tired der.n-
1500 II aiY• tupt,1 \o inolude ... \lfll'1 tw deoept,ian mly, 

1500 H 9/2/S c. • leoetYed )Mt, L411 (wt.al bnppi,) • 11'343145. 

1900 H 8/2/5 C.. • llCMHI traa L• dte nana.w• \o niat9' defan1twe ,oeitian (lltl') 
lT349l 54 and ... in. 

2200 H lit. nnt •Mored &fal in. dUI ............... \o lrJ4:AIJ6·whJro the 
unit ..t. 'IP it,• ntc~ ••in Jl'Wloul.7 ..ct plat. PC8. 

2200 H 21! Plllt - V'!lnd f?Cll llDP •• '°'*" •d tt.n •• to .,,..,14, where tho 
unit 90t up ite nt.rht. •• chi eaat, ot • lrrlcattan ditch. 

9 lllrolt 

OO'J? H 2 Plat. - Sspt.ed with •m~ 11ape 11x ..., ealdien approaohq it• 
locfttian traa tho woat. Rt a rqv ot IPl'l"OX!aetoly J)O atters. Plld. 
lUAd•r call.S OClllJ~ ocmanndor •d Nauelt.ttd art.illory. Art.Ulo17 b~gld\ 
ti r inl at 01.00 H. 

<Y>llJ H A/l/77 Art1Ua17 - Firod CD> rnwd ·- and 24 rcMml fR in NIP<l'\•l 
to 0037 JI NJoo rUQUv.t. trca 14/'-/5 CBT, 

0045 ff 2d Plat - l!h~apd wlth ar~llldo wnpen1 tho alx -~ 1oldlvr1 who h~ · 
cpproaahcd to within appr.taltt.el.J 25 m\era ot the f)latoon 1 e loc"ti<I'\. 
&\911¥ rctumod f1 !"> ..nd -.•.Std to the ICNt.h. 'l'hl plllt le.-ter l'f'y>ortt'Jt 
no triondl.7 canalt ie 1 ~ unkn'*ft OftGlllF """'...,nt,. The CC11P9"7 Can­
aftndttr decicl.cl to 101aYe tt. ail pl."t at that loCAtlan Sn ard91" to ocn­
duct a ttret. lilht oheok. 

02_,, - lit. Plat - Siahtod fin _..,. 1oldt.r1 apprOJdJl&tal.J 600 Mter1 to the 
0300 H eout.tMlt. 11ovin1 O\& ot tl'H line. Thi plat le.Ser ctteoned ttrO\llh a 

ltarli«ht. 1c~ ~ not.•d that tmre wre at l•A• 200 9MmJ 1oldler1 
behind the original five aold1era. The plat l•ld•r oallod the ot'»ftpmY 
o<JlllMnder, reported at leut. 200 ene.,. in ccdwm .-u. d111 .,,.,.. , Ind 
rcquelted artille17 and JltA. 

OJOQ - A/l/77 ArtUler1 - Firod ane round •'*• and 4fJ round• RI in •~r>nrt 
0)20 H of t~ lilt Plat, 

OJOO H lot &tu ~ •• ~itial.11 ""tuaed bocau~ the \Slit vaa not. in oantaet. 

0)16 ff lit. Plnt - Jn ocntAot. with 1 lar1• en-., force •ltt.iltnted to be at least. 
:J .,,,.pan1 .. ,.. ARAr0<1U0.t.ed and IPPl"ond Can It.at.ion at 'll25 ff). 
l'hu plat "'111'.d two 9Ma7 who brca Ind l'Aft trca the lll"tlll•rr ltr11i1tht · 
townrd the plat locatian. Ole waa KIA, the ot.her WIA lftd lator captured. 
The plat lo.t ocaamiaattan1 at. thi1 tS.. due to bot-h rldio1 beinc df&llal9d 
by the initial aort.ar CMS rooket ftr•. 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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TAI P (CCIT) 

OJl6 H Ala• ... late]¥ aft.or t.tN 1• Flit. ........ the two __,f bot.h t.hl 1st 
lftll al PW ome .... b__,. a9'\ttr lftd 1-.\0 roek9' nn. hi ID taroe 
&t .. ted 'o fllJpart wt&h =1Jl ... _. .. aortar fire btat t1wJ too 
... 'Wider 11eaYJ •artar, 9-40 ••lllt., Mil •iD• tire. Thi at nat 
IUft•Nd ••• ot it• oa-1'1•• in tlw SnDial. Ml't.r t1N a1 the7 aowd 
ft-ca the ..... looatian to, .. inicl&lca dltela tor proteotlan. Tho at 
l'lAI- 11 tlO -- lftlll"d with .. lAfut. & e .. .., liMcl t•oe frca bat.h 
ault. &nil w.t of the lrrScatlca 41\tl 

0)25 H Ip~_. •A (reque•.a at, OJ16. I) Cll a.U-. lat.II eJ1p9.S.noed pr~1"'°" 
b1itS..U, Sa •tao1cSnc __, tarpt.1 u \I• ho.U, encll'Jd tri•ndl.7 to.""Oft~ 
Md dltflo'4t7 ln urtdftl t.hlir poeitl••· Me artUt.rr h,_s t,, be lhut. 
ottw-. drora~ M't'i'Nd cm lt.ltlClft. 

O)JJ ff The batt.allan ocmlllAer .nd SJ wnt. dlttorne Sa t.lw C~/Cantl"Ql 
hP lecq»te r. 

(T.J:J) -
0400 H 

03):) -
rtPJ H 

0),, -
0500 H 

SpoakJ hid dlttl-1\7 in •aad.nl tar-.1-. to it1 Snlbillt7 tn di,._ 
tincuilh trS.11117 !Pea _..,. poeltlan1. ThlNtaN, 9p~ w1 ahift.ed 
to qage lftti-~lrer•ft. to~t.a m the p1rip1Mt17 -'doh were endrt\gcr~ 
lltA. The battalion c.....S•r decidod to .t.ilin •A and 'r"~ in tJ.acl 
')f tui• l\l't lller7 bocr.ue '>I t•Sa- •Cl'e r•Sd N1PCll•lnne .. and M6au• 
ot the cloee praxta1t7 ot OR>oeinl r~n• to thl trtendl1 poeitl~•. 
The b•t.tlllian o<mand•r also Cl'lft1iderod ueo or T .\C Alt but. decided ~·1.Mt 
its u1e bocau~ the unit• in cmtact wro ha~ aan1iderlblo ditficultr 
in mark!n« their lacAt.lana. R/l/~ AT"tillo17 (155) tired l3 round• HI 
rnd tour romvta W between °''° H and 0'100 " 1n NIJ>an• to reau•lt tor 
blookin& riroe welt. of the point or 0'1\t.aot. 

2d PlAt - Att•pted to mark ita locat tel'\ initt.-U, w1th trip n•re1, 
nnd hc.t +,st>a, and N.Mlq b7 soakbw thli r lh1rt1 witfl in•at. repeUMt. 
1'.rd ~iting them. The7 Wl"b ttr<Ml cU.1ide thl dlt.oh. Thi final 
mt:thod waa most aaccea1tul. Tt.7 aleo ftred tracer• to the wit. tor urkin 

lat Plat - Was 10 he~U, qapd that it 00"1.d not. reaoh it• trip fiftl'9•• 
Hurit t.t>a wre al.10 ueed ..n•co••Alll1'· Pwldlo• of 1n•crt repellmt 
wcr1 tcnited bsG drMf too noh ~oour1't• en91T tlre. Thi cnl7 iirme · 
l i.R h~.. a1ill1hl~ '-r&a at. t hi Caar>anY lftP. 

01.1 c H Th.; b"'.tt,LllQ'l c ..mniiidor mtdc the dacl11~ t·i reintorco· the· ... :np; .. goo ~lts 
--nd ,..,r•oNd C/2/' c .. v t<" llf'N'J b'Qft its loc'\til.l'l (11':?70171), link 11l "·it'i 
th lirt. Pl".\ ~r R Co; ~.! bl,ok t~ th~ north. Ha "11<' roqucsto<l s!r: if'", 
ti' move the lst Plat., A/2/5 Ca• trm LZ hl'l'i to reintcroe ttw 'al Pl-11t 
ot B Co 3nd to lift A/1/8 Ca• at ll'J5512~ into a polll.tir.n tl•Qft which U 
coulii block t<-' the a"'Ath. The S) requelt.ed TAC Alll Ind 1/9 Cav acouts 
for tirlt. licht oheak. 

0430 Ii C Go (- one plat) - Moved owrl.nd to link "'with the lst Plat ot B Co. 
The c<apaft7 oxperlonced sane d1fr10Ult.7 in nAYicllt1f"l but AOC<llT'li1hed 
the &t'IAigned' miaeiQ'l l'rior to d~. 

COIF ID£NTIAL 
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TABP (COft') CONFIDENTIAL 

°'°" ff 

054' -
06oo ff 

0550 -
O?OO· H 

OOJIJ -
08)0 H 

0325 -
0?00 H 

la Plat, A/2/5 O&T - Cenduoted a nicht air a11ault into 11'360152 mi 
linked "P with th9 al '1,at ot I Co at. 051.5 H. 

Ccntaot wu traan, With the ••• eb•rm c&M7in1 nmer0\18 ca1ualtie1 
back toward Glabcdia. 

B/l/'1J Art.Ule17 - Fired fQ&r ro\811 W and thirt7 ttree rOlllda f~ to 
block •n97 td.tldraw&l to wa. 
A/1/7'r ArtlllePJ - Qi LZ Terri ftred a tot.al ot· two ro\ftla •ck• "1\d 
143 rQIM1 HI 1n wpport. a1 ....-aed at OO'J'I H, and "J'1(1J H. 

Nine eeot 1Qla ot MA ( A/'J/'lD Art Ule17 at Tat IUnh) •Jrpaidftd in clot e 
euppcrt. or ens..-S unite u requelted at 0316. 

06'1 H Meci•nc va1 requelt.ed tcr the i.i Plat. At 0625 H MedeYac 1hip1 picked 
up all lit Plat caaualtie1 Ind tlew then to the 12th !vac Hoepital at 
Cu Chi. 

0658 H All al Pl.at ca1ualtie1 wre e.xt.ri.ct.ed b7 the dx lift lltlipe and takm to 
the 12th Enc Hoepital 1n Cu Chi. 

0757 - TAC A~~ - Five eortiee ot two P-100' jet ficht.•re IUPJ>Orted ae reQuested 
0900 H tor tlrlt licht. attaclr at OltOOJ th17 •n&ageci iUepec+~ed targets between 

the point of cmtaot and the c.bodian border. MMY Hc<niar;y explosi<11a 
were <i>eened. 

Ott>O H '1/9 Cav - Apaehe Scout• (licht tire tem) arrived <11 lt.atiCI'\ to cmduct 
a tirst licht check. Apache experienced sea• delq di. to mechanical 
d itticul t7 am a mix up 1n radio frequencies. 

0820 H A/1/8 Cav - Air aa1aulted into XT3341.49 .nd 1Wept the battletield to the 
southwest. C/2/5 Cav ..,.. the batt.lefield to the northwelt. The lnt 
Plat or A/2/5 Cav aWJ* t .. battl•ft.•ld in t"• imediat• vie init1 of t ha 
contact area. UpQ'\ r.r-. : 'let.1Cl'l ot the 1earch, c;/2/5 Cav and A/1/8 Cav 
were relocatttd to c<11tinuit their miaaiCl'\1. B Co and th• plat f'ran A Co 
were returned to LZ Terri • 
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HQ. Ot\CSFOI, DA, Wa1~lft1ton, o.c. 10310 

C:omh.&t After Action Report - Battle o( The An1•l'1 Wlntc, ht t11valry 
IHvhluu (Alrmoblle) 

rt:, l~t cavalry l>lvhlon (Al1'110bt11) 

•- "••.11c' .... 

M/A 

I ,-·-;;-;-;:-,,·, ,-... -.-.. -,-.-.-.-.. -0--f t-t-------------~ .. t'"". ":' .. ~ ... ~ .. :-:-.,-.. ,. ~' ... -.. ,a\. .°";W, ,-, 

N/A OACSPOI, DA. W•shlnr.tr:r•, IJ.L 2Qll'> 
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