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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE /RMY
14TH MILITARY HISTCRY DRTACHM®ENT
1ST CAVALRY DIVISION (AIRMOBILE)

/PO SAN FR/NCISCO 9649C

AVD/MH 25 March 1969
SUBJECT: Cambat After Action Interviow/Lessans Learned 2-69,

DEPARTMINT Q@ THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF MILITARY HISTRY
WASHINOTQN, D. C. 20315

* 1, Name and Type of Qrganisstion: B Campany, 2d Battalion, 5th
Cavalry, lst Cavalry Division (Airmcbile),

‘ 2, N-me and Inclusive Dates of (peration: "Battle of the Angel's
Wing," 090300 to 09060C March 1969,

3. Locatimn: Sheet 6230 IVt Duc Hue, Vietnan, Cambodia, 1150,000,
vicinity of coordinates XI345147, XT343156, and XT3L9154.

L. Coammand Hesdque.iers: 2d Battalion, 5th Cavalry, lst Cavalry
Division (Airmobile),

5. Persoans Interviewed:

a, LTC Raymand Maladowits, 062586, Deputy Rie Cb, lst Bde,

b, LTC Jerry J, Burcham, 07324, Bn Co, 2/5 Cat,

¢, Maj Dann G, Miller, 093849, Bie 33,°1st Bde,’

d. Ma) Gerald L, Sewell, 099100, Bn 83, 2/5 Csv,

e. Cpt Robert H, Woad, 099027, Re Asst‘33, let Bdé,

£, Cpt David L, Parker, 02713907, Co CO, B/2/5 Cav,

€. 1Lt Paul Smith, 05,43428T, FNO A Btry, 1/77 kty, - )

h: 1Lt Bdward G, Bitser Jr, 0°“5,859, FO B Co, A Btry, 1/77 Arty.

i, 11t Barry A Babek, 05351732, M Fle ldr,-B/2/5 Cat,

J. 8.7 Rovert S, Hallms:, RA251C 375, Bn &4/, 2/5 Cav,
k. SFC Albert Martinez; RA19193247; 1 Plat-Sgt, B/2/5 Cav,
1. SGT James R, Miberg, US56507380,°2 T, s K¢ m:_.-B/z/s Cav,’
m. SGT Bmit L. Gilbert, US51802237, I Plat Sad ldr, B/2/5 Cav,
n, SPL Mark S, Seedorf,  US56507380,° Co RTO, ' #/5 Cav. :
o, SP4 Biwardo Cardenas, US671 5 1 Plat 341 Ldr, Bf2/5 Cav,
p. SP4 Lee D, Alexander, US548330:%, 1 Plat M69 Gumer, B/2/5 Civ,
q. SP4 Vincent Martino, UB51777509, 1 Plat Point Man, B/2/5-Cav,
r, PFC Charles A, Mac Dougal, US5162562, 2 PIat Asst Gunner, B/2/3
s. PFC Andrew Valentine, RA12985983, 1 Plat Point Man, P/2/5 Cav,
t. PFC Vincent DiMonaco, US52947920, 2 Plat RTO, B/2/5-Cav, :
u. PFC Marcin Williams; US51647562; 2 Plat Asst Gunner, B/2/5 Cav,
ve PFC Harold J, Close, US5646367, 2 Plat RTO, B/2/5 Cav.
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6, Interviewers: Captain Donald M, McKay, Jr,, 096914, G3 Operitims;
1 Lisutemant Robin B, Bartlett, (F111398, lith Military Histary Detacment, Ict
Cavalry Division (Aimobile),

' 7, Participating inites: ‘B Co, 24 9n, R Cavalry; lst Plat fram' A
Co, 24 Bn, 5th Cavalry; C Co, 2 Bn, 5th Cavalry; A Co, 1st Bn, &h Cavalry.
8, Swportinf Farces: 4 Btry, 1st Bn, 7h artillery (105); B Btry;
1st Bn, 0th Artillery (155); USAF; A Troop, 1t Squadron, 9th Cavalry; A Btry,
20th artillery (ARA),

9. Intelligence: PEnemy infiltrst in largs mits fram Cambodia
through the Angel's Wing into the BAVAJO AO, cast and sowth-east
towirds Saigan, in preparstion for 1et and post Tet major offensive operatians,

10, Missiar: Coneistent with the overall missian of the 1lst Cav Div
to function as a screening/covering force for the IIFFV/III Corps defense of the
Saigon - Bien Hoa Camplex, the [iv's lst Rde hed been directed to depioy two
battalions in the western Hau Nghis - southmestern Tay Ninh area (AO NAVAJO
WARH(DSE) in response to the threat poscd by major elemsnts of the 9th VC Div,
In a role analogous to thet of g GPL, ths two battalims (2/5 and 1/8 Cav) hed
the mission of detecting, delaying/disorganizing, and to the extent possitle,
defeating enemy forces moving east fram their Cambodian base areas, The DBrigade
Cammander's concept dict ted an aggressively mobile postwre, with mall, semi-
indcpendent units deployed as far west of the Vam Co Dang [iver as parcticdl so
as tc provide ‘hre eaqrly warning required for timely cammitment of reserves,
Reflecting this concept, Co B, 2/5 Cav had been positioned in the vicinity of a
iiown infiltration route owt of the southorn tip of the mpgel's Wing and had the
mission of detecting and altackine enemy forcos uwtilizing that rouwte, Inherent
within that mission was the requirement for Co B to be mobile, particularly
during the hours of darkness, snd, consistent with nomsl security precauticns,
to employ semi-independent patrols and ~mbushes to facilitate extensive area
coveTrLpe,

: 11, The Battlefleld: The turrain of this minhabitod areg was flat,
opei, dry rice paddy, with intemittent irrigetion ditches, The vegetation was
sparse, with occasianal, widely-sersrated clusters of small trees, Mobility was
excellent, The moan provided appromimatclv 70% 11lumination during the night of
8~3 Merch, affording good visibility, and the westhor was generally clear, dry
and warm although a low rround haze did persist throughout the early hows of ’
darkncss, The battlefidud was exactlv 2,7 kilameters ram the Cambodian barder,
7 kilanetcrs west of the Vam Co Dong River and 3 Kilometers fram the nesrest
inh:bitod area (AF Giang Gang XT3715),

12, Concept of Operation and BEx:cution (Narr.ative):

n 7 November 1968, the lst Covalry Division terminated Cperastion
Job Stuart I1I and Cammanche Falls in NICTZ and redeployed south to III CTZ,
Th' division was moved in onticipation of a major :I7A offensive 3evcse

the Cmbodian border against US Bases and major Vietnamese cities during the
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Tet Lunar New Year Holiday., Through successive anticipatary moves, the division
was strategically deployed along the border betwcen Vietpmn and Cumbodia from
the Delta to the demarcation line betweon II and IIT CTZ., Deployud essww-d in
depth, strong pointing the AO with fire bascs, the division set abowt to accam-
plich its threer-old mission: Scrcen Saigon from encmy attack, prevent infiltra-
tion fran Cambodia and destroy enemy forces in northwest III Corps.

' (he of the most difficult ~reas of operation was given to 1lst Brigade
control, Thc AO'wns tcam'd NAVAJO WARHORSE: on one side .six UB Battaliane
were deploysd and an the other - several secure, built up NVA divisions, The
AO became the fpcus of division attentian as contact after contact was met by
the lst Brigade, The NAVAJO WARHORSE AO became the heart of the division's oper=
ations in THOAN THANG II and III,

’

n 9 March 1969, a major engagement was fought in that AO by B Campany,
2d Battalion, 5th Cavalry, which tipifics many of the tactical concepts for
which THZ FIRST TEAM is well noted and higly appraised, It is a "cl?asic"
example of the flexibility of the Airmobile concepts of reinfarcemant, support )
and the courage and determination of SKYTROFWRS faced with a dangerous mission,

Four days prior to the contact, the general trend of activity experi .
enced by the canpanies of the X Bzttalion, 5th Cavalry begen to inc_:rease.

More and more small groups of cnemy w.r¢ sited by the fiicndly units, Ambushes
increased frequency of contact and numbers of enemy killed, Gn the moming of
8 March, D Canpany, 2/5 Cavalry engaged an estimated 100 to 150 NVA of the 272
Regiment, 9th VC Diviaian north of Phuoc Lum (XI'3424), Intelligence gained fram
this and other contacts of the 2/5 Cav was dissiminated to the canfanies and
SKYTRO®PFRS of the Battalimn, They were to expect contact, especially at night
with well armmed, fresh, agressive NVA troops com:lng out of Cunb?dia.

In preparation for futwre major contacts, LTC Burcham, Battalion Can-
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mander for the 2/5 Cavalry, discussed the enemy situation with CQ Kingston, '
lst Brigade Carmander and CQL John Gibney, G3. Fram this conference on 8 March,
it was detemined to coniinue to employ tattics of night movemen* and énemy
dcception supplemented by the use of ground radar and ouick rcaction support fram
Artillery, USAF and ARA. More specifically, LTC Burcham told his campany cam-
nnters to employ night royi.ng amhighes and to change their campany ocation
after they had received log, This deceptive move was to be 9ccanplished at night
t.o prevent cnany observation of the friendly unit's position, Troons were to
diz in after dark while the night roving ambushes moved 600 mcters fram their
canpany FOB's, set up for a periad of time and then move again - not more than
a total distance of 1500 meters from the campany perimeter. Campanies were to
orient themselves on a north / south axis at least 3l fram Cambodia with ambushes
roving out at 30 degrec angles north and south of west,towsrds the Cambodian
border - setting up twice during the rizht, This tectic, it was felt, would
provite the best screen and that the ambush plotoms c~uld quickly be reinforced )
bv actillery, ARA, 3ampany org-anic weapans and night cambat assaults if nccessary.
In order to facilitate ninht moviment, the compuanies reconned their
o * and ambush positions during the day. The trails and avenues of

z noted as well 41 1and marks and praminent terrain features on

nooht old guide during the hours Of darxncss. The tactic necessitated

or -t ¢ al of campany movemcnt as well as -~ .- - . nnalssance patrols,.but the
in the NAVAJO WARHCRSE AC 135 at, ' >ot movement rapid, Most
»~ could complete their reconraissance . et up to receive log in

.« carly afternoan, After hot chow was flown 4. ' m, there was sufficient

tim> for the men tc rest frum the previnug night's w.  h and to prepare for the
forthcoming ane, Finally, the roving arbush platoons re cautioned to make full

use of starlight scopes ard be positive that thev or  annihilate the enamy
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force before giving away their position by springing the trap. If possible,
thay were to call in pre-planned Artillery defensive targots first, and likewise
the campany was not to usc itl:;. organic 2mm morta? unless absolutely nccessary
as the fricndly position would then be campramised,

On the night of €March 1969, B Camp-ny, 2/5 Cavalry followed these
instructions and utilized thesc tactics, At dusk, the campanv moved fram its
102 location (XT349149) towards its night position., The Company FOB was cstab-
lish.d at XT34915L and the 1st and 2 TIrtoons prepared to Ieave for their night
anbushcs while the 3d Platoan, Martar Flatoon and CP group beran digging in, At
approximately 2200hrs the two roving ambushes left the FOR: the 1st Platoon,
uwider the camand of 1Lt Jusse B, Stevenson, 05352082, followed a west-north-
west azimuth for approxinately 200 mcters while the 2d Flatoan, under the cam-
mard of 1Lt Johnny L, Powcll, 05345253, moved 600 met.rs on a south-shouthwest
azimuth to its first ambush location XT3.5147. The two platoons reachad these
locations within 4 hour =nd deployd intn o jreearr.nvid formatim,® (Sec Tak - R
and C), Both Plctoone depl®yed with 27 men cach.

Tuly the essatianis wert takeni, Each man carricd his individual weapan
and 15 o 20 full magazincs of amunition far M-1_6's (270 to 3(—>O rounds/man),
at least 2 hand grenades, 1 amoke grenade, 3 heat tablets and me tri? flare.

In addition, cach squad carried two ar three claymore mines (9 t5taz), an M60
machine gun with 800 to 900 rounds of ammunition and an M79 grcngde launcher
witk 70 rounds of ammunition (3 M60's, M79's per platoan total), The platoon
wes additionally couipped with 2 LAW's and 2 PRC-25 radio's #nd 1 Starlirht
Scope, Each man carried a poncho liner and wore his steel helmet.

The company FOB, in its dcfensive position was radar eculpped and also
had 1 strobc light, 1 8imm mortar with 20 rounds of illuminetion, 10 rounds of
#hite mosphorus, and 60 rounds of high explosive, A éQnm rccoiless rifle was

employed to the northwest with 6 beehive and 6 high explosive rouds available,
Unfortunately, neither radar nor 90mm recoflees rifte pruved opérable later on,

CONFINENTIAL 5
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The first platoon chose as it's first ambush location a previously
used Plagtoan FOB on the odge of a troe square, They oriented themselves in
chest high foxhales to the narth and west in a "U" farmation (See Map - Tab B),
The platoon occupied five of the eight foxhcles in the FOB, w:'tth the open erd
of their perimeter facing towards the campany FOB (southeast), It was felt
by the platoon leader that an enemy threat would come tram the north and west
and that it w uld be better to have four or five men per foxhole than to spread
themselves thinner and cover 3600. In this way, several of the men could get
san. rest and good security could still be maintained, Between foxholes #3 and
#i therc was a large, 3 foot ant hill, which was used as a CP and P by the
platcon leader, There was excellent visibility to thc west f>r approximately
A0 m2ters and fair visibility to the north, A rice paddy dike enclosed the
northern and western sides of the position and provided excellent cover to the
~nsition, 1t. percentage of moon illumination on that night was 70; weather
conditions were cocl wi‘g.h a strong wind from the west and a heavy ground haze
which lasted until 2400,

The campany and individual platoon moves therefore were uncbserved by
the cnemy as the moon 1id not risc until 2300 and their movememts were addition-
ally sheded by a haze, Ohce the haze lifted and the moon rose, visibility
was vxcellent : a man could have becn acoen standing as far as 500 metcrs away,

The 2d Platoon also reached their first ambush locati?n by 2200 xrs, -
anud s:‘:‘up in a 3600 perimeter with machincguns pointing north, west and soutls
cnst, Claymores were deployed to the sw'.h, southeast, north and along a ncar vy
drainage ditch (2 1/2%dcep x 6! wide) to the north, south and west (Sce Map -
T.5> €), Visibility was extremcly good and a rice paddy dike provided cover to
the west and north « the expectod avenue of enemy approach.

CONFIDENTIAL
6



CONFIDENTIAL

Both platoons radioed to the cumpany commander that thoy were sct up
in their first ambush position and would move agiin at 090:00 hrs, to their
sceand position, At this time the lstVlatoesa radio performance was poor end
cantact wes made anly with difficulty,

4

The platoons waited in an ambush postwrc for tw» hours, changimz'
rclicfs end maintaining constant. dbscrvetion though their starlight scopes,
Vigilance Paid off a.nd at 0037 hrs the 24 Flatoon Lander, 1Lt Powell radioced to
Crt Forker, E Co CO, that he had spottcd 6 individuals approaching their position
frm the wost, Lt Powell roguested that artillery be fired on a preplann?d
defcnsive target locatod to the west of their ambush poeition, ~ Bailery, 1/77
frtillery resporded with 40 HE rownds, The five man HVA grow ran iram the
artillcry concentration straight for the platoon's position, Whan they came to
witrir 25 metors of the friendly location they were engared with M=16's and hand
crvovicg for about, onc minate, A trip flarc was also thrown to provide 11lum-
Inuti-noond s ssossment of the contzet by the ambush platoon. Th: 2d platom

w.o ur ble to zive un enery assessment, but stated that thoy fclt that same

of cory wore killed and somu hud evedded to the couthwest of thedr poaitia?.
Crt. Farkr immcdiat -1ly informed LTC Bcham, th: Battalion Cammander,
ard M) Sewcil, the Battalion 33, of the situation on the ground und statcd that
hi~ 2d jlatoun's locatjon had boen camprimiscd, bwt that he had decidod not to
moyie the position so that he could at a first 1light chock of the contact arce,
A approxim-tely 0245, TFC Macdongal, cbserving thr-ugh the starlight
gc 1 to the gmwthwast from the "ant hill" at the 1st Platoon location, saw
nt a ronge of abart 6(r) metors 5 individuals who camc out of s trece line and
beens Lo mowe te th weat, Lt Stevenson, the 1st Platoon Lead.r was awakened
and zls:, dbserved the five individuals, Oh closcr ecxaminstion however, he
rnoticid hcavy mcvement. in the troe line hehind the 5 NVA soldiers, after a

CONFIDENTIAL
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shart timo it beceme apparent thet a considerable enemy foros was spproaching
thcir position. Lt Stevensan called Opt Parkor and informed him of the situatic.g
at this time he stated that he had cbeerved a paﬁlt element of fivc men followed
by at loast 200 more soldiers, in colwen formation, moving west, iy <55 °
the point was spproximately 200 meters to the south west of his ambush pcsitior.
Lt, Stevensan recuested that. Blue Max (ARA) be scrambled and that Artillery be
called in on a defensive target for the imterwm periocd, Opt Parior rolayed this
informetion to the Battalion, while Lt Bitser, FO for B Cgmny, ro}ayod the
¢l for fire to A Battory, 1/77 Artillery. Thu battalion, in turn, rolayod the
rcquest for fRA to Brigade, Maments lstor, word roturnod that ARA had boen
r:{iscd because tho unit was not yet in contact,

By 0305, the onomy forocc, still in column formation, had movod to
the road (TL €A) at coordinates XTILA 5L which was 200 mt.oz_'o fram tho 1st
Platcon location and 500 motors fram thoe FOB, At tho ro~d, the chamy sont
ot o point element to recan hot.l.'n sidos md’ut.mliah security positions for
cirosing, At approximately 0306, A Battery, 1/77 Artillery respondod and the
first 105 HE rounds began to land inbotwoon tho 1st Platoan location and
Lhi vrery force, 50 to 60 rounds were fired fram 01)6 to 0320 hrs under the
dim ction of Lt, Bitzer, The FO shifted the firos, walking them in towanis the
FOB :nd the nuw deploying enemy force, Ho made an attempt to pwt a semi-circle
of firu fram west to east around the lst Platoon and brougit the fires to
witt Tro 150 meters of the lut Platown's location, At approxiwatclg 0315 onemy
o1, rrounds bogan to fall an the 24 and 1st Platoon's locations, and )
Lt Bitzer made a bold correction, sttompt@ng to knock ¢t the enamy tube,

By 0315 ARA was again remucstod, Blw Max was m.atatim by 0320
ruqucsting that the friondly positimns murk their locatians, At the sawe timo
a rcquest. for a flare ship and 8jwooky was puwt in and approved, The Ratfalion
Camandcr and the 83, cxperiancing poor cammunicatians with the company, and
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* sensing the gravity of the sitwtin, west airborne to better smmalyse ad o~
_ mmicate with the ground foroes, haw.zy; Opt Parker and LTC Burcham experienos

problems in aaplaying ARA and Spocky dw to the dnsbility of the two engaged
platoons to adequately mark their lessdimne, Tube Artillery hed to shwt off
ace ARA was on station and was therefere Lasffeostive hmcemcaltut.
The Capeny Canmander lost camwicet imns with the lst Platom, which wae the
most engaged -~ fighting ot least 2 end predably ) Capmniss, Mother initial
problem OW by Gt Parioor wes detomining the ompst loostiam of the
A Platom, as they were not diresbly M of the PED as originally thought,
Spocky dropped flares for Lllwninstion, bt oxperienced diffisulty in seeing
the battlefield dw to his altitwie and becanse the grewsd hese reflected the
light, ]

Spocky initially sttempted to engage battlefisld targets, but the
Battalion Canmander shifted him to amti-afreraft targete endesgering MA,
LTC Burcham and Maj Sewell stated thet the OMC shdp wes & necessity for camtrall
of ARA and Spocky snd the decision wes made to empley MA for close~in swppart
rather than depend on tibe artillery as shifts fram one target to smcther tock
longer with tube artillery. TAC Alr was aleo caneidered, bt was decided against
initially by the Bettalion Cammender dw to the difficulty in ddentifying friendly
locatiams.

By 0329, the let Platomn was receiving heavy 82m and 60m mortar
fire as wll as RPO, a-w; atamatic and mall aras fire, The first rownds
landing an the platom's nositic injured eeversl men sericusly and destroved
ane riilo, lt, Stevensam and SFC xcum. the let Platoon Sergeant, ncticed
fra the protectian of the ant hill and fowhdle #3 that the enemy force hed
begun to deploy fram the road towards their positian, in estimated tires campan~
ies deployed to the Mh; southeast and east and begen to deliver acourste and
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. heavy RFG, B-i0, machinegwn and mmall amms fire fram within 250 meters, The
encry, using fire snd maneuver and covered by heavy fire support, began to move
closer to the lst platoan's locaticn, Two INA, for same uninowmn reason ran
straight towards foxhale l_? fram the west, They were engaged by the men of that
foxhole and one was killed, the cther wormded, The intengity of fire on both
3’3 Inereased, Camunications were poor and Lt Stevensn vainly sttempted to
infam his campany cammander of his s#tustian, I tum, Opt Parker attempted
Lt~ ingtIuwch the 1st Platoan to mark thedr locaticn so thet ARA could provide

¢« w-in dofensive support, After s partioularly heavy barrago of B-40 and

RPG fire, cawmunications wore logt with the beseiged plstoan for the rest of the
contact,

On> B=40 rocket hit."! foxhole direotl‘y; killed the platom loader and
destroyed the rmaining redio, Assuming camnand, SFC Martines called to the
nemhers of his platoon to canserve their gwmnition, Ho told thom to fire mly .
at those ucividuals who Swroached  the perimeter, The m. it was determined,

. »hed twy masse am@ts againd': the platon's Fas. %ach assault was accam-

panied by heavy mortar, RPG, B-40, machincgua and small armms gupport, NVA
v 1ing wore hrard theroughout the battle arca, The 1st Platoon countered by
bl owing Lhelr Qaymorvs and firing accurate, well aimed shots at the advancing
hordcn o7 ijaldiers, conservatively ut'.imatad at between 200 :nd 300 men, B-U0
vire bocime more accurato and heavier, Mm!';ero of tho platom reported that

‘ 'nuy tempted to fire with their M-16's, they would reoe?.ve a B=40 rocket in
™OGTL, ‘1%25841;}: ARA and Spooky wore now working an statiun, thoy wera gdle
2. revide/ support to the platoon, as they could not accurately detemmino tho
fricndly positian, SFC Mertines told his m to mark thoir ?oci.tima by thrw}u
trip flarcs, He was informed by SGT Gilbert, a squad leader, that the trips
uers 3 fect. auteide their foxholes but that the fire was so intense they could
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not be reached, The mon, sonsing thu noceesity of ARA suppart, squirted insuct
repallemt an the ground and 1it it, but th. volume of fire they recoived in
retum was 80 intense thc tho effart had to be abandancd, ..

As the enemy campanies moved cloger to the 1st platomn elogent.
thoy deplayed a squad to the north setting up a new B=40 rockot and ,51 oa: iber
machip¥ ¥R position, By OL15 the platoon had suffered L killod and almost all
were woundod at loast once, SFC Martines cbserved that one B-40 position near
the banb crater to the south was capadble of delivering aoccurate fire towards
foxholo #3 and the ant hill, He docided to make an attowpt to evacuate his
positian and move 50 meters to tho nortlmest into an open field, As he ard ]
threc others left their position and croesod the rice peddy diko to the weet,
thoy rcceived ,5) caliber fire fram the south, Two men werc killed and SFC'
Martincz was severecly wounded, The remaining individual, 3t4 Lee Alexandor,
pullcd the dead and wourdod to the safcty of the field by himeelf, and delivered
fir= aid to SFC Martines,

The mcn in foxhole #, viewing the movement of SFC Martines and
realizing that faxhaolcs #2 and #3 wors now empty, moved to cover ttn gaps in
their "U" ghaped formation, Two individunle moved into Poxhole #2, ane to the
Junctioan of the rice paddy dikes and one to tho field where SFC Martincs had
beecn drug, SP4L Vincent Martino moved to the rice paddy dike and dbeorved an
encmy ,51 caliber machincgvn position and B-40 rocket positiam t? the north-
eart, He also received heavy fire when he was spotted an the dike, but by
hopping around he was able to deliver accurete fire on the two positions and
neutralize thom, ‘

In foxholee #4 and #5, the lst platoan members encowmtored a differ-
ent situation, The advancing enemy had moved into the foxhalces on the eastern
portion of the porimoter, A berm betwoen thoir fexholes and the enemv positim’
prohibited fire to be returmnod at the cnemy, Thc men resortod to had grenades,
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Just as the enemy mouted 2 machine g an ths berm, The enemy position was
dest>oyed,

The fight raged fram 0X15 umtil O5A5 ot the firet platoon positiamn,
Throughowt the cantact the 1t platomn retumed fire and omserved mmnition
ri best as possible, The enomy lawnehed two m.uuulto against the p“i&iﬂ‘l
and were driven back in both cases, Kaoh assalt, it wes aseurately estimated,
mountod at lsast 150 to 800 men, The plstoon siseessfilly défended iteelf
against three caspanise and refused to yun o 1eave their dead and wornded,

e platoon also reparted that the enemy esemed to be “hopped up® on druge or
oplum, Frequently they would stand and walk towardg the position to be cut
down by tho M=16's, Or the enemy scdldisrs would rwn ervasily and wvildly in
Jitferent directions - @3raes the battlefisld - yelling and laughing.

The enemy succeeded in ocecupying positians within 20 meters o!;tho
1st plutoan and many wore killud within 10 feet, When the omtact ewied, those
members of the 1st platoon not killed or esrioudy vudd'hd boh'ncn um anl
tac nagasines of ammunition left, ?hq}hd sffered 6 KIA, 17 WIA, 2 118!*11 )
wouilod not medevaced and 2 nat wounded, They had expended all claymores, W60,
anl M79 ammunition, The platomn m.; Caspany Cammender snd Battalion
Counander mace conservative estimatos that st least 150 to 200 NVA had boen
kiilsd and that the pooiticn.hud been assailted by at least thm campanies,

The second platcon, under the camand of Lt Powell, oap?rion«d a
sitiiarly vicious oontaoct, HMng oxposed their position at 0040, the platom
maintained 1008 aler for 2 hrs, They listened intently to the lst Platoomn
Lomior's conversatians with Cpt Parker and wore aware of the sise of the approach-
ing cnamy force at QR50, Lﬂa\du; they chesrved the enemy movoment t.owudo the
ro< and subsequent deploywent towards the let Plstoon, Minutes later, when
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morter rounds crme or shir - in the vieinity, Lt Powcll decided that his poudt lce.
was no langer tenable and gave the order t0 pick wp whet the mon could cnrry wnd
run to the drainage ditch, 3Six men worv killrd in tho initial onamy mortar
cancentration, '!'ln drainagv and riov paddy dilw offered same protection from tho
flying schrapnel, and the platoon hastily and effestively reorganisod facing cast
and wost, The rapid redeployment caused gsveral prcblems, The mq-oro dot ana~
vors wero loft behdnd and ulthough the mines were still in place, they couid not
be detonated, Secandly, in the Masty move the men 1o ft behind their trip fams
which later could have assisted in maricing loestimme,

Tho platomn cantinwd to roceive a heavy w fran G avi
60mm mortars and like the lst platcon also roceived RPG, B.i0, .utamatic
wunpons and small ams for the next two hotl". The platoon did have a prot .ot d
position howovor and it's firc power on 1line, orisnted in both diroctions, PRy
firing their LAW3, they wore able to neutralise one B-LO position and e .71
caliber pogitian during the ensuing au.un by an estimatvd Campany sise force,
Severq nosaults were made by thu enowy, asttespting to overrun the US position.
30T Jamos R, Miburg, a squad laader in the platoan stated th+t the assault was
not of the sme magnitude that hit tho 1¢* ristom;} it was not a weve adsault,

The maoaed.ow forcos poured fire into the friendly position from
20 to 50 moters away, using fire and mansuver in sttempting to got closer tn’
th: fr.ocnily positian, S0T HMberg instructed his men to caneerve amunition,
fire oingle; well aimed shots = anly at thoee IVA who attempted to close with
thoir position, Tho platoon wilised it's N79's, M60's and hand rronades to
beat advantage - firing at bunched troops and amt auat ic weapons positions, One
M60 was hit and destroyed by an incaming mortar round snd the platoon was forcod
to orient ane gun to the west and ano to the .O'lt. 30T Kberg of-awlod the
length of the ditch as did the Mlatoon Sergeant, 331 John Pnblok, oncouraring
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the von, colnlne theie foary an) attardng to casualtios, The platoan ndig, ad
platoan leader were esricusly wownied by a B-40 romd at appraximately OWOC, and
the platoon RTO, PFC Harcld J Close md ST Fabiek ware forcoi to divert tivip
effarts to the direstiam of ARA and SI0 marking of their poeitian, The platoan
had good cammmisetions with the ARA pllete and the Cebras made pass after pass,
providing close=in swpport to the hﬂl MS plateon, Th platoan membors firt
11t heat tabs L0 mark their pesitim, 0w trip flare ves tirom bt it falled
to go off; finnlly, the trecpere pulled off their ehirte, eprayvd thom with
inscet ropollont and ignited tham, Bash time o A ging shirt left the cover

of the ditch, a B=i0 round screamsd in on the men who threw it, The Platomn
Sorgcant was seriocudly wounded in gush an astion, When all ehirts wero zane, .
th: trooyors rusorted to firing a bwrel of trecer tullkts oriented to the wost,
In this way, ARA wad able to fire it's minigwn in north/sort h pasius as closv as
10 motors fram the friondly mﬁ-.

't approximatsly 0400, the Mtdlm 83. Ma) Suun, attompted to get
1%5mm Artillery blocking fires fram B Battery, 3/90 Artillery st L2 Tracy, bwt
‘expcrlCI\COd difficulty {n getting approval for the mission. The 135 fires came
in approximately ons hour after requested and was positioned by the Artillery.

L e the C&C Wlocopter to Mhor anihilate t.h- now fleoin: .' A forec,

The Campany Cummander, Fattalion Cawmender, Bettalion @, Prigate Cim-
mandcr and Prigado 83 all felt thet support fram all resources was adequate and
timely, The Battalion Canmander stated that he had ample r:sources and that
nan - hud to walt while others were being omployed, He indicated that while
e sectian of ARA broke ot.atim; ancther section replacod it withow dolay, Also
two Sj.00ky ships were utilised and that when ane hed expended it's flarus ancther
was on statian to replace 1tt

As dawn approached, the contact slowed and B Campany watched the NVA
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pull off the wounded bodics, The 24 platoon mcmbrrs hogitated to fire on the
bearers of the mulod'boomu they were down to three or four magasines par
man, but when they did, they cbsurved that more NVA soldiors bohind the wourded
simply scooped them up and continusd to evade,

The 22 Flatom members felt that tho enemy deplaymont was advantageous to
them a3 fire from the element on the ud.puud over the hoads and slammed int,o
the enemy clement to the west, The onmy, in effect wae firing at ane-ancther,
At OLLO the firet platoon fram A Campeny, 2/5 Cav was notified to prepare for a
night combat assault and at 0G17 the let Platomn was liftod into the 24 platoon's
losatian to reinforos and relisve the pressure an tho friendly wnit, (XT349147)
The lct; Platomn of A Company met with no resistance and linked up with the A
Flaton at 0629, Tt was decided st that time to wtilisc the Cambat assault 1ift
birds which had brought in the 1st Platoon of A Campany to m’racuatc ?he woundcd
and dead fram the'a! Platoan, The 24 Platoon suffered 5KIA 16 WIA 2 Lightly
vTA not meduvaced, and 4 not woundud, By 0658 tho wourmied mumbers of the 2d
platoon were on their way to medical care at Cu Chi, A conservative estimate of
Enemy losscs in the'phtoon area is placed at 100 KIA,

Shﬂ.ax:ly, C Campany 2/5 Cavalry was informed at O4kl5 hrs to move as
soan a3 possible, on foot, t> the lst Platoon location and to rolieve enomy
pruscure, Their ovornight location was arproximatoly 1800 meters fram B Campany
and by OSI); they were within LOO meturs of the beseiged position, They were
guidcl into position by Cpt Parker who gave directions Yy radio as he looked at
th, strobs light which was carried by the {ront clement of C CQapany.. Cpt Parker
suil.d them into the exact position as if he were adjusting millonr._ By 0600
the Canpany had linkel up with the lst Platoon and had secured the roa.‘ A
0627, aight medevac ships were requested for the lst Platoan With-
in threc minutes the medevac birds were on statian and the wounded wore cvacua-

ted to Cu Chi for treatment, CONFIDENTIAL
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To effect *~e palisce of tho battle arca and to pursus the enemy

foros, A Campay, 1/8 Cavilry was cambet assstlted into XFI3ALLT (sothwest of

the 1st Platom's losstion), st OWT frea XFISRB4, their ovornight location,

The capeny swept the area of mw and moved in a westerly tltrod:im in pursuit
of the eneny foroe, Both C Campany, 2/5 Cavalry end A Campeny, 1/8 Cavalry foud
evidenoes which ind_iuud that the two piatomns hed engaged a reinforced Battalimn,
Heavy blood trails, bloody bandagoe, pisces of bodics and NVA cauipontvm :
strewn for ndreds of meters, lmong the itens foud weret 32 NVA KI{'., 1 NVA
WIA PW, 2 AK47's, many AKA7? .."‘“'"’ and Ma_llo of loose /K rouds, 1‘bou
7.60 mti-aircraft mmmition, md mn.ﬁ-. I5 chdoam hand grenades, and
1/2" of documerts, I addition, Major Sewell, utu--an ennfmtim ?r the wea
roparted 8/50 caliber firing positions et : 335154, 327150, 329154, 335154,
339149, 341149 and 328147, Besed on this evidenco, cburvn.ion. of the battle
from the C&C ship and fram the roports by AR/ and Spocky pilots, the enemy
strength was placed at a reinfarced Battalion, Scout ships were a2lso called in
to make a firet light check of the cantact arca, They repartcd finding numerous
bunkcrs at 334150, Appashe Red workod the mn; making closo-in passee and ]
recannaissance by fire, At XIT332153 they found tunnel entrances, C gnpm,

2/5 Cavalry checked this area and found 6 bunkers with overhead cover, anyaor
plercing ,50 caliber'rox’mds', and emrty boxcs for the smwnitian,

At 0955 hours, B Campany, 2/5 Cevalry received a reed ot the .
wounded PW who stated that he was frax the lst Bn, 272 Roginnt..%h VC Divisim,
The PW st;ated that his bottalion's mission was nat to infiltrate, bt rather to
make contact with a UB base suspoctod to be further north of B Campany's locaticn,
They were to engage and degtrqy this base,

At 0900, airetrikes were requested by t.ho_ld. Brigade and 10 F-100
jet fighters respanded (See Tab 3 for oxper'itures)., Many sccondary explosiuns
were dosorved east of tho contact area a3 a result of thoss airstrikes,
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13, Conclusions/Cammanders! /nalysist

a, That B Campany, 2/5 Cavalry successfully def:nded itsclf agalnst
a reinfarced enamy Battalion,

b, That 200 cnemy KIA 1s a conscrvetive ostimate,

battl ¢, That close /R4 suppart was a key factor to the success of the
attle,

d, That the cnemy did not know the dispcsition =nd location £
the U, S, wit and was octtempting to pass through that locatian to hit an cbjce-
tive further north, It is assumod that the 6 man enemy reconnaissance element
which made camtact with the 2d Platoon shortly after midnioht was checkinr out
the location whore the W8 campany had received log sarlier in the day, It is
also assunod that at least prrt of the enemy recamaissance’elcment raturned to
it's parent wnit, informed the hattalion of the US location, and thrt plens
were made to engage the 2 Platoon with at lcast a company while the main body
moved north toward it's dbjective, Tt is assumed thet the main bady consisted
of at least 2 and possibly 3 campanies and that they did not know of the 1st
Flatomn's location - to the northy, nor the exact size of the I3 unit,

‘ ¢, That tho fighting spirit of the SKYTRO®P*R, his dctcrmination
to live, and his cancern for the lives of fcllow troopers was the key factor in
the success of this contact,

f. Th~t leadership cxurcised by thosc st the lowost lcvel was
excemplary, The fact that none of the fricndly prsitions were overrun and that
in both platoons the platom leader and plutoon sergcant werc out of action
brings great credit to these young leaders, ond their abiiity to take cammand
and perform with outstanding success,

8. B Campany, 2/5 Cavalry was returned to LZ Terri for the
risht of 10 Merch, but was back in the field the following day with roplaccments
fram wivhin the battalion, /lthough the Campany suffered almost camplete loss
of two platoons, thoy were nct plnced cambat ineffective,

h, Wwhen the decision was made to derloy forces wostof the Vam
Co Dung River in the /ngel’s Wing ares, it was done in full rcalizatinn of the
risks inv-lvoé, Cammandors at all levcls were cognisspt of thc enemy's two great
advantagcs:. The sscurity afforded by the near proximity of the Cambodian bxder;
and his ability to mass forces at a time and place of his own choosing ngainst °
~nc or more of the necescarily disporsed fricndly eluments, To offset completely,
these cnomy advantages would have trequired the pceitiuning of units at a ¢mn- ‘
siderable distance fram th: border, probably cast of the Vam Co N"ong River itaelf,
and/or the substitutim of a scries of fixed, hardencd, well dcfonded stronepoints
for thc mobil. postwur: actially ciployed, To have opted for either or both of
these altornatives, howevo:, wouw.d have becn to negate accumplishment of the
mission, Givirg up epace st of the Yan Co NDong River would have brought same
measure of gcc ity but at the cost of the carly warning nceded to marshall a
force lrrge encigh to defeat thc cnemy befare he could hava bypassed these
positims at will, In the light of these considerations, the mogt effective
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course of action was the employemnt of mobile, semi-indepondent, amall units
capable of detecting the infiltration of major cnany forces and delaying thesé
until they could be attacked and destroyod by the application of massud fires;
In this engagoment on 849 March, B/2/5 Cavalry flfilled this role campletely,
notwithstanding its o, rolatively high casualties, Tt positioned itsclf on
what proved to be an infiltration rowte, detocted a major enemy forco, attacked
same, fixing it in position until heavy fires could be brought to bear, It

1s urcertain as to whetler the onemy battalion was attompting a major move cast
of the Vam Co Dong River or as the PW indicated, moving to destroy a US unit or
instullation, However, in neither casoc was that cdbjoctive attained, and the
damage to the 1st Battalion, 2724 Regimant must have been severe,

14, Lessona Learnsl: .

a, The results nf this cagagement, specifically the Li'ghe: than
normal casualty -zte for B/2/5 Cavalry, naturally caused a reevaluation of the
concept of operatioms in the YXAVAJO WARHARSE AC. As indicated above, that
rcassessment fully indorsed the concept of a "forward" deplnyment, in‘a small
wnit, mobile posture of the elaments of 1/8 and 2/5 Cavalry. Howcver, approval
of the general concept does not, in this case, imply approval of the specific
pcaitioning of companies on the night of 8-9 March, nhe »f the salicnt lessons
of t i3 action is the fact that the tem "forward” deplryment 1s a highly rela-
tive onc, with its application determined by the specific circumstances pre-
vailing, While endorsing the deployement of B/2/5 Cavalry (and the other com.
paniea) west of the Vam Co Dang River, this report acknowledges that an incrense
of anly two or three kilamuters of "stand- .’f" distance between B Co's positicn
and the border would have been appropriste, With hindsight, it appeers that
the cog'. in tu-ms of "early warning Time", as discussed above, would have been
caspena-tel fior adoquately hy the advantages of mancuver roan for cmmitment
of ~nimorile roserves and far unrestricted application of pursuing fires, In
sh.rt, ¢ vnitm>nt of small, semi-.indeprndent. units within a certain minimum ‘
distence of the Cambodian bordor (a distance varying accoriing to circumstances,
but usually no. less than fivs kilcmeters) is a risky venturn, justificd mnly
in ¢neslal ~ircumstancos after careful evaluation,

,. When maneuvering independently on the Vietnam battlefield, the
I's company or platoon normally secures itself by assuming a purely defensive
posture; by coiling into a perimeter on the most defensible terrain available,
digging in, registering defensive concentrations and firing them occasionally
during the night as a precautionary measure, and by limiting its "ambushes" to
local-security range and/or the dictated concept of operation, as was the case
{n this engagement; then the unit must find its security in deception and mobility.
(learly, the CO of B Co understood this. His company had been in the field, on
the move, for the eight days preceding the engagement, positioning itself in a
different location each night, moving away from its obviously compromised log
(aerial resupply) position, reconnoitering night positio.s during daylight but
occupying them only after dark, and by registering deceptive defensive concentra-
tions as well as the actual ones. All of this is highly commendable and
undoubtedly accounts for the fact that this was a friendly-initiated action,
with B Co achieving surprise and the enemy receiving the initial, and apparently,
verv damaging fires. If, after this initial deliverance of their organic and
supporting fires, the lst and 2d platoons had retained their mobility, had disen-
geged and fallen back even as much as two, or three hundred meters (possibly on
the main company position), then the same gains might well have been achieved
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at much legs the cost, Conversely, by losing their mobility and allowing them-
selves £ he fimd in nm-harduncd, virtuilly imofoensibleo poeitions, by -
stpcrior force, these platnane invited the hish cnsualtics which resultcd -nl,

L, fact, riskod the 4isaster f buing verrun, Patuntly, this is casier wqid
than dome, particularly on flat, opan torrain on a momlight n'sht, when hullets
arc flying and instinct calls for hugging the errth, Howevor, casy o diffi-it,
it 15 v undiepatnbl.: f.ct thet Lhe wunit which nllaws itself to he fixcd in 'n
unprep:red position by o superior fores 4s in 4ecp troaublc, This Asng rn I

¢ rat-nt erphasis, nnd teoniques to rvoid 4t ned to be devi.ligpd, rehu red

a1 omployud,

¢, I this actim, the nomal situstion prevail:d in that tn
Infantry commander had a nuwber of types of fire support to :d1l1 wpan, 'hfortu-
nately, in this actian as in many others, all of thege fire support rranwe s
wer: not negagsarily complementary, st least, Aot st the same time, Conennuently,
e Nattalion Cammander had to pick and chonse, selecting anc 2t the exponse of
3 1irnssing dhere, The record indicates thet he chose wisely, with the mault -
thit the tatal fire sapport rendornd was very effeetiva, !'ow ver cnrusth priblems,
mninly of control and coordinatian, did aries as to warrant sm concern amd
corrcotive actian, Thess pradlers were not major ones, but 4o Indicat the need
to update 3Py for "packaging” the tozal firc support av-il~hle for apelline
t In Aetail the anthority and m.sponsibility of oach pursm involv'd in that

1 roeeeas,

4, The fact that a sigrificant number of thines unaccountabl."went
wreng o ot most inapiropriate timesg docs not warrant the label ~f 4 "lrgam
i:rnd'sirec sven the best of owt "its, such as this onc, this phunmenon has
cecurpod “ften In the past and unfortunately, will presumably do so in the fuwture,
(Geerfenaly thers 1e no real excuse f-r supporting gunships no. having the right
friqancy, or a unit carryine an incperable recoilloss rifle in the field and
r* carrying adenuatc dovices for night marking of positions, or having them
re ALy well ble, and for supportirg aircraft to he discovercd as "not mission
re lvy" unly when they ar. assumed to be 1ifting off; Just as obviously, there
i 50 simple remody fer these probiems cither, Hovevar, comanders and astaff
nftera nead to expect them and to antioipate them by longer léad times, and
“lt rrat soluwtions even whilo thuy are working to preclude thame

#, Wporrency ammunit ion resupplv 1s a key point, Amunition
should r packaped, rcady for use, and easily droken down for rapid distri..
hution 4o indiviiual: rather than packuaged 4n bulk, It should be stored in the
ro.r, -asily attaineac when needed and hu packagcd in such a manner that it may
b 4elivored by all scdes of resupply,

f. Cousidoration should be given to roady rcactien forces which
are roAlly avallab.o to reinforcs a hotly contostod battle, Rehearesl and
rractice of importarc factors 1s 12 must, including night cambat assaults,

s curing an attair.l 2 joctive, conduct ing medical evacustion -nd immediate
r:action to notifizatien,

g. A CAC ship L9 of utmost nocessity in any major contact, With-
mt. it, . commanier 1e unablc to accurately make decisions affecting sroud
forc a, 7Tre ¢mmander's appcarance at thc battlefield is also a significant
mor.lc factor %o angagnd troops,
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he Rusponeive tuwbe artillory is a nocessity in any contact,
The artillery must be oty sble of firing open sheaf or poimt type targets anl
raply oshifting fram one t0 ancther ad the gitustion warrents, FO's must
be able to call for and adjust these Lypes Of fTires,

i. Cammications ed ) accurate ro:'o:h are of utmost
impartance, If key decieims are made oub noourste intelligence of the
situation, disasters may remilt, Mush‘Ss 1088 in reporting when oOamandors

taik to cammanders or S3's talk ¢80 83%,00 duly personnel sre normally not ro-
cziing thoso tranmmissions.

J. Radio nots must be minimisod far wnits in cantact aml considor-

ation should be given to g ocontact net for artillery Af appropriate commnicatims
is -~v-ileblo,
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T 5 EPEDIWNS O AINZIION

1, TAC AIR = 10 P=100'Job '
(frea 0757 to 0900, § o of B eash)
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790 1b banbe!
Nepalmt ¢

canent  Rpended @ ogch sortie

2, B Battery, /Y0 Artillery (155) &b L2 Tragy:

m 3
W b

3. A Battery, I/77 irtillery (105) st L2 Terris
(fram ooa& to 08%0)

M 14
W 0
Smclkee: 2

he A Battery, 270 artillery (MRA)¢
(9 sections, 18 birde a-- OMS to 0700)

10 b roobuc m

10 1 resimtst 27
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5. B Cawpany, 2/3 Cevalry!
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460 Xachine Ount 4,900
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Hand Orenado ¢ 11§
Claymore mino ¢ 10
LAW!g: 2
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T F:1 ORNNQAOIICAL STITNCE OF RVRINTS

8 Mareh

1300 - B/2/5 Cavy = Recanned positime planned for night mmbush and fired defen-
1500 R sive targete Lo include sams Largete for deception onlv,

1500 H B/2/S Cav - Received last Log (Acrial Reswpply) ot XTLILLS,

1900 H B/2/5 Cav -« Moved fram Log site northwast to night defoneive position (NDF)
349154 and dug in,

2200 H 1st Plat - Moved fram NOP dus west-northeet to XTI %6 whure the
unit set wp ite night asbush in previocusly used plst F(B,

2200 H 24 Plat ~ Voved from NDP dus sorth and then wet to XT'345147 where tho
unit sot up ite night ambush due east of an irrigation ditch,

9 March

0037 H 2 Plat - Sighted with starlight scope six enemy scldiers approaching its
location fram tho wost at a rango of approximetoly 300 muters, Plat
luader called company camnndor and reacuested artillory. Artillery bugun
firing at OLOO H,

0L H A/1/77 Artillery - Firod ono rouwrd gmoke and 24 rowvis HR in reepons
to 0037 H fire roquest fram R/2/S Cav,

0045 H 24 Plat - Engaged with organic wenpons the eix enomy eoldiurs who had
cpproached to within approximstely 25 meters of the platoon's looation,
Enemy roturned firo and evaded to the sowth, The plat lemler reported
no friondly casualties and uninown onomy assvesmoert, The Campany Com-
mander decided to loave the 24 plat st that location in order to on-
duct a first light oheek,

0230 - 1st Plat = Sightod five enemy soldiers approximatoly 600 meters to the

0300 H soutlmest moving ot of tree line, The plat lesder dheorved through a
starlight sccne and noted that there were at least 200 enemy soldiers
behind the original five soldiers, The plat leader callod the ctmpany
oammander, reported at least 200 enemy in column moving due east, and
rcquested artillery and ARA,

0300 = A/1/77 Artillery - Pired one round mmoke and 49 rounds HE in suypport
0320 H of the 1lst Plat,

0300 H 1ot Bdc - ARS Anitially refused bocause the unit was not in eontact,

0316 H 1st Plat = In contact with a large enemy force estimated to be at least
3 srmpanies. ARA roquosted and approved (an station at 0325 H),
I'tw plat engagid two enmmy who bruke and ran from the artillery straight’
toward the plat location, (ne was KIA, the other WIA and lator captured,
The plat lost cammnications at this time due to both radios being damaged
by tho initial mortar and rooket fire,
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TAD P (CONT)
ON6 H Amost inmdistely aftor the lst Flat the two enemy, both the lst
and 24 Plat cmo under heavy martar and BedD rocket fire, The NDP furoe

0325 H

030 H

03X -
0400 H

O C H

0430 Y4

stteampted to support with small ame and Glam mortar fire dut they too
cams under heavy martar, B-i0 roskst, and sniper fire, The 2d Y1lst
suffercd mare of its caswvaltics in thw init martar fire as they moved
fraa the ambush location to the irrigstion diteh for protection, The A
Plal 21w0 became onugd with st least & sampany sised faros fram both
cast and weet of the irrigstian diteh

Spocky end MA (requested st 006 M) on statian, Both experienced prahiome
initially in ot tacking enemy targets as the howvily engagod friendly farce:
had difficulty in marking their positione. Twbe artillery had tn be shut
off when afroraf: arrived un station,

The battalion comender and S3 wert airborne in the Cammand/Contral
helocq:ur.

Spooky had diffioulty in en targete 4we to its inebility to dim-
tinguish friendly fram enemy positions, Therefore, Spocky wes shifted
to engage anti-aireraft targcts on the periphery which were endrgering
AtA, The battalion cammander decidod to utilise MRA and Iproky in tlacc
of tuve artlllery bocruse of theixr more rapid respansivensss and bedause
of the close praximity of opposing forces to the friendly positims,

The battalion cammander also considerod use of TAC AR but decided azainst
its uese because the unite in contact werc having congidersble difficulty
in marking their locations, R/1/70 Artillory (153) fired 33 rounde HE
end four rounds WP betwcen 0550 H and 9700 M in responee to recuest for
blocking fircs west of the point of cantast,

2d Plat -~ Attempted to mark its loea'ion initially with trip fisres,
and hcet *abs, and finally by soeking their shirts with insect repellant
rnd igniting them, They wers tlrom outside the ditch, The final

method was most successful, They aleo fired tracers to the west far markin

lat Plat - Was #0 heavily engaged that it oould not reach its trip flares.
Huat tabs were also used unsuccessfully, Pwidlos of inssct repellant
wery ignited but drew too much scourate enamy fire. The enly strobe
lirk. azali-le vas at the Campany NLP,

The battilion ¢ ymander madc the decision ¢ reinforce the ung-goed units
~nd ~rioped C/2/5 C-v to movs fram its loeatian (X'270171), link w with
th 1lst Pl-s of B o, and bl/ck t5 the north, He also requestod alriif
to move the 1st Plat, A/2/5 Cav fram LZ Terri to reinforce the 2 Plat
of B Co and to 1ift A/1/8 Cav st XT'355125 into a positim fian which it
could block to the south, The 83 requested TAC AIR and 1/9 Cav scouts
for firet light check.

C Co (= one plat) - Moved overland to lirk up with the 1st Plat of B Co,
The canpany oxperionced samc diffioulty in navigatiom dut accamnrlished
the asaigned® missin prior to dawn,
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TABP (CONT) CONFIDENTIAL

0507 H 1st Plat, A/2/5 Cav - Conducted a night air assault into XT360152 and

0345

0600 H

0550

00

0040
0830

0325
0700

0622

0658

0757
0900

0800

0820

H

H

H

linked up with the A Plat of B Co at 0%1S5 H,

Cantact was troken, with the enesy ocbesrved carrying numerous casualties
back toward Ombodia,

B/1/% Artillery - Fired four rounds WP and thirty tiree rounds I to
block enemy withirawal to west,

M1/TT Artildery - n LZ Terri fired a total of two rouwnds émoke and
143 rounds HE in support as requested at 0037 H, and 7700 H,

Nine seoctions of ARA (A/2/20 Artillsry at Tay Ninh) expended in clo:e
support of engaged units as requested at 016,

H Medevac was requested far the lst Plat, At 0625 H Medevac ships picked

x !

up all 1st Plat casualties and flew them to the 12th Evac Hospital at
Cu Chi,

All 21 Plat casualties were extracted by the six 1ift ships and taken to
the 12th Bvac Hospital in Cu Chi,

TAC A’R - Five sorties of two F=-100 jet fighters supported as requested
for first light attack at O40O; they engaged suspected targets between
the point of contact and the Cambodian border, Many secondary explosimns
were dboerved,

1/9 Cav ~ Apache Scouts (light fire team) arrived on station to conduct
a first 1ight check, Apache experienced samé delay due to mechanical
difficulty and a mix up in radio frequencies,

A/1/8 Cav - Air assaulted into XT334149 and swept the battlefield to the
southwest., C/2/5 Cav swept the battlefield to the northwest, The 1st
Plat of A/2/5 Cav swept the battlefield in the immediate vicinity of tha
contact area, Upon rn )letion of the search, G/2/5 Cav and A/1/8 Cav
were relocatud to cantinué their missions, B Co and the plat from A Co
were returned to LZ Terri,
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Combat After Action Report - Battle of The Angel's Wing, lst Cavalry
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