REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY Fa
14TH MILITARY HIST(RY DETACHMENT | .
1ST CAVALRY DIVISION (AIRMOBILE) s

APO San Francisco 96490 N

AVDAMH 22 January 1970
SUBJECT; Enemy Launched Attack Against FSB IKE on 4 November 1969 %

Commanding Officer

2d Battalion, 5th Cavalry

ATTN: S=3

1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile)
APO San Francisco 96490

1. Some discrepancies have arisen between 1st Brlgade, Division G-2,
and Military History reports submitted concerning cdptured and destroyed _
enemy equipment and weapons, enemy killed, and number of supporting artil- .
lery rounds fired on the morning of 4 November 1969.

2. Request you check the following figures against you S5-3 Staff
Journal and submit any corrections, additions, or deletions to this office.

- 55 KIA, 2 additional bodies found on 7 Nov 69 - Total 57
10 KBH -

3% KIA during withdrawl phase

100 KIA

5 POW

1xRadio
xREG 7 4
B8RPG 2
1x30 Cal MG w/wheels & mounts
15xRPG
14xAK 47

2xK54 Pistols
15xB41
13¥B40 .

4xBangalore Torpedoes
2xShaped Charges

1xBox T.62 Ammo
95xChicom Grenades

!‘xAﬁ1 Ro ket Launchers

1
1,000 rds of SA Ammo
1x120 mm Mortar Round

.
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A/1-77 Arty fired
3 Beehive
42 Firecracker
2 WP
589 HE
126 T1lum
762 Rds

3 Sections of Blue Max
Spt Arty Fired 1,011 Rds
2 Shadow Acft
60,000 rounds S/A Expended
4 UH-1 Flare Ships
2-5 Cav 81MM Mortars Fired
1,175 HE
174 WP
284 Illum
1,633 Rds

Your cooperation in this matter is greatly apprecisted.

ﬁ/’my

OHN M MANGUSO
CPT FA
Division Historian

,J@Qﬁ%
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IEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
14TH MILITARY HISTORY DETACHMENT
1ST CAVAIRY DIVISION (ATRM(BIIE)

Yo APO San Francisco 96490

KVDAMH 19 Januaxry 1970

‘

SUBJECT: The attack on Fire Support Base Ike, 1-70

OFFICE (F THE CHIEF OF MILITARY HISTORY
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
WASHINGTON,: D.C. 20315

1. Operation: N/&

2, Period Covered: 4 Novembex 1969

3. Location: War Zone C, Tay Ninh. P'r.'mrinoe, ~BLL-CORPS, HV'N.
4? Control Headquarters: 1S'}: Cavalry Division (Airmobile).

5. Supporting Elements: N/A,

‘ - /;:};’

6; Mission: To conduct Airmobile and Ground Recomnaissarice Operations to
interdict and locate enemy forces and destroy enemy Base Areas and cache
sites throughout the Tactical Area of Operctions and to provide security for
FSB Tke, .

Te Persons Interviewed:

as CPT Roy S, Carlson 534-36-~1 683, CO0, A/1~77 Field Artille

be Master Sergeant Lewis P, Fetzer, 200-22-9724, S-2 NCOy 2 5 Cave
h c. ‘Sergeant First Class Ivan H, Ronda Pavon, 558-40-5728, Mess
Sergeant, HHC, 2/5 Cav,

8e Addl'blonal Bources

‘ae [Letter, 1st Bde, 1st Covalry Division (A:eroblle), dated 4 December
1969, Subject ~ Summary of Enemy Actions Before, During andAfter the Attock
on Fire Support Ike on 4 November 1969,

‘

9. Interviewer: 1LT William S, Jenks III, 497-—46-9285, Asgistant Division -
Hlstor:.

10. Task Organizatidn: Bn CP, B&C/2-5 Cav, AM=TT Arty, 18t Cavalry
Division (Airmobile), | .

¢ PV ’

11, Map information- 1 /100 000, Series L60T, Sheet 6232IIL

o

it kS 57 e e o

,-W-m,.._‘.,,,\
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Fire Support Ike, located in War Zone C about 23 kilometers northeast

of Tay Ninh City ImIII Corps Tactical Zone, was attacked by elements of the
9th VC Division during the early morning hours of 4 November 1969, At the
time of tl:xe attack, the Fire Support Dase (FSB) was occupied by the B&E
Companies, 2d Dattalion, 5th Cavalry and Battery 1}, 18t Battalion, 77th
Artillery of the 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile).

Reconstruction of the enemy movements leading up to the actual attack
has been developed by the G-2 Intelligence Section at division level with
extensive reference being made to prisoner of waxr interrogation reports,
trail m?vements by ground ond air resources, captured documgn'ts, eneny
history, and information avz;v.ilable from higher headquarters, In reconstructs

ing the sequencelof events, it was determined that in early October, Fire
Support Bases Tke, St, Barbara and Grant were undergoing tharough recon-
naisga.nce which wa,s-being eonducted by the €95 Reconnaissance Company of

the 9th VC Division, All three of the FSB's are located in the same general
area within War Zone C so it was felt by American commanders that one of
these bases was going to receive an attack, but when and which one were
unenawered questions, Sources indicated later that in early October, while
the 2724 Regiment of the 9th VC Division was operating in War Zone C,\ the
271st Regiment of the same division begen moving westward from Binh Long |
Provinge into the Fishhook area and eventually into éastern and central War
Zone C, Both the 271st and the 272d had participated in the enemy initiated
offensive in Binh Long Province dur“ing mid-August of 1969 and both had sus-
tained exceedingly heavy casualties, 3By the 15th of October, small elements
of the 1st Battalion (Bn) and C-20 Signal Company of the 271st Regiment were
détected 8 to 10 kilometers northeast of FSB Tke engaging in operations that -
appeared to be basica;]'.ly recomaissance in nature, to locate base areas and

establish cache sites, Furthermore, it appeared that these elements were

C Oy 4 L
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also rec9nning trails for a troop novement south, possibly their parent
regiment, During the last week in October, the 3d Bn of the 271st Regiment
moved into the area that had previously been reconned by the 1st Bn while the
regimental hea.dguarte:cs remained further to the north with security elements
from the 1st Bn, While these moves were in progress, the 24 I'n of the 271st
moved to a base area further to ’_che northeast of FSH Tke amd about 10 kilo-
neters from the Cambodian border, The Z28 Sappei- Bn, which was a subordinate
unit of the 9th VC Division mreviously known as the Z95 Sapper Bn, had
already moved out of Cambodia and by mid-October had posi‘b_ioned itself roughe
1y 14 kilometers north of FSB Vicky, which is east of Ik::}.

By 2 November something appeared to be in the making. The 728 Sapper In

left its base area north of FSB Vicky and moved to another base area rouszhly
T kilometers north of Ike which had been occupied by the 2d DBn, 271st Regi-
ment, In the meantime, the infantry battalion had moved out the previous
afternoon to locate in a new base area in the same vicinity, so that by

2200 hours on 2 November t}_lero were two battalions sitting T kilometers
north=northeast of FSB Tke, Doth units rested in this posture the remninder
of,tbe night while the unit commanders concluded tl'leir plans for an attack on
an American base, thus far designated "A-2 Point", Information was disseme
inatec} to the men of these units that they were going to attack an Am?rican
base, after which the units would return to North Vietnam for a rest.

The units remoined in this area until 1606 hours on 3 November when the
Sapper Bn departed the staging area and moved south~-southeast for six hours
to an_assembly point 200 meters north of FSB Tke, arriv:}.ng there at 2200
hours, After giving the sapper wnit on hour head start, the 2d Bn, 271st

Regiment 1ef1: the staging area to follow and join the sapper unit at the

assembly area., Doth battalions had radios, but maintained radio silence
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during the move., After reaching the assembly nreas, the sapper bn established

a CP approximately 150 meters to the north of Ike while the infantry
ba’ctalion_established its CP approximstely 250 meters north of the fire sup-
port base, Comr’nunication wire was then strung between the two CP's and also
to points north, east and west of the fire base'so the progress of the battle
could be passed on and commanders kept informed., The wire {a,lso enhnnced the
capability of the enemy to maintain continuous coordination,

The battalion commanders had planned for three 16~man sapper teams to
position themselves to the north, east and west of the fire support base,
During an intense indirect firg attack the sapper units were to breach the
perimeter frox? all three sides, As the first wave of sappers reached the
FSB perimeter, a second wave also consisting of three groups of 16 sappers
was to attack in support, The sappers were to fight their way to the center
of 'l',he FST in the vicinity of the tactical operations center (TOC), reorgan~
ize, and on a prearranged signal/the 2d Dn, 271st Regiment was to attack from

the same three sides using B-40, B-41 rockets, AK-47fs ond Trepositioned
machine gun f::Lre. After the attack and overrumning of the FSD, killing all
the Americans, and confiscating all the available equipment, the men were to
regroup to the nor'ph at thelr battalion CP's for withdrawal to the previous
night's base areas., The CP's'wene to wait for 30 minutes after the attack
and then begin the withdrawal, Guides and pa ters were to be left bghind to
escort and carry 1,:he wounded and stragglers back to the staging area.

Additionally, indirect %‘ ire support was to be provided by the heavy
weapons element_of the 24 Bn, 271st Regiment, and the 22d Artillery Bn of the
9th VC DMivision. The units were to use 82mm mortars, 60mm mortars, 107mm
rockets and 57mm recoilless rifles which would be augmented by the sappers

who wou:[.d carry and employ B-40 snd B-41 rockets, hand gremades, and satchel

SN S .'5‘ e | o— ]
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. charges, The attack was to begin at 2330 hours on 3 November, but was delay-
ed more than an hour while the sapper and infantry units positioned theme
selves, ]

Three ,51 caliber machine guns wefe also to be provided by the 24th Anti-

Lircraft Bn of the 9th VC Division to further suppart the operation. These
weapons were to alleviate the pressure placed upon the attacking elements by
directing fire at US aircraft'and to help divert attention away from the -
selected routes of withdrawal, The weapons were to be placed sone 400
to 1000 meters from the perimeter to the north northeast and were to be

moved du:ciz'mg the fighting from one position to another to avoid detection and
destruction,

Various intelligence sources indicated movement in the vicinity of FSD
Tke during the nigh’c of 3 November and A/1-77 fired 105 howitzer rounds into
the suspected areas, As was earlier mentioned, it was felt that one of the
fire support beses in War Zone C was going to receive an attack because of :the
small unit contacts, intelligence readouts and enemy movements. DBut no one,
except for the enemy, knew which base it was going to be until the attack ac~
tually took place, Conseque{ltly, all the bases were alexrt to the possibility
of the existing enemy threat.,

The night of 3 Novem‘?er at FSB Ike was no different from the other nights
dur:?.ng the past few weeks, However, at 0045 hours on the marning of 4 Novem~
ber, '!;he base began receiving intense indirect fire from an unknown size enemy
force, Almost immediately enemy soldiers were inside the perimeter and as
word frantically passed from '?unker to bunker it became apparent that FSD Tke
was ?nder a full f,cale attack, The base was receiving B-40 and B-41 rocket
fire, mortar fire, small arms fire, and aui_;ornatic weapons fire with the majore

ity of the fire coming from the northeast., However, by this time the entire
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ba‘selwas on 100% alert, Although there i.';:x some disagreement as to the gxact
time, it is agreed that shortly after the base began receiving incoming, a
trip flare went off on the nor‘thea.s@: side of the perimeter and almost immed=
iately sappers were inside the wire, This was around 0100 hours and by 0115
heavy fighting had erupted inside the perimeter of FSB Ike in the nar theast
sector, Sappers hod penetrated the berm in the vicinity of the mess hall and
had blown up two bunkers with satchel charges. (Du.e to the monsoon rains, the
two destroyed bu:nk?rs were filled with water and were therefare unoccupied) Lt
roughly 0120 hours, AJ1-T7 received a report that there were enemy soldiers in
the mess halj. . » CPT Roy S, Carlson, the battery commander, directed that
one of thff 105 howitzer tubes be lowered and fire a direct f?re round into the
mess hallz thereby destroying it and killing 12 NVA soldiers, During this
rme time, Sergeant First Class Ivan H, Ronda-Pavon, +the mess sergeant, held
at bay and killeq an additionel 7 NVA soldiers, who were occupying one of the
blown~up bunkers, The combined effarts of CPT Carlson and SFC Ronda~Pavon
vir'tua]_.ly eliminated the enemy pefletration of the fire base and ended the
threat, The quick reaction force, consisting of an infantry platoon, immed-
lately deployed to the northeast portion o@‘ the perimeter, and by é210 hours
the perimeter had been completely restared, By this time, the small arms
fir‘e being'received was sporadic but the incoming ccrtinued, From 0200 to
0315 hours, the situation remained touch e.nd'go with movement and fire being
detected and received from the east and west, At 0315 hours radaxr at FSB Ike
detected movement to the north and away from the FSB, This indicated that the
enemy was withdrawing and ‘bl?at it was time to assume an offensive role and
seal off the enemy's escape, Sporadic fighting continued on info the 5th of
November with contact being established' several times with body burial details

resulting in further enemy being killed, From the berm to the woodline a

CoFE T4 L
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* ' total of 54 enemy bodies had been counted at FSB Ike, 19 of which had been

killed inside the wire, Ten additional soldiers were killed by Aerial Rocket
Artillery making a to‘}:al of 64 enemy soldiers that were killed in and around
the fire suppart base. As the enemy withdrew to the north, PPS~5 radar
detected their move which confirmed the belief, based on analysis of kl:mwn
bunker complexes, trail systems, and other pertinent intelligenc? data, that
the enemy would withdraw to the bunker area northwest of FSB Ike, With the ,
radar readings indicating the enemy moving to the northeast, A Troop, 1-9 Cawf,
the Air Force Forward Air Controller, the artillery FO and the brigade scouts
were briefed on this situation, and all available air'resources were directed
over the predicted routes of withdrawal at first light. Additionally, a come
pany of 1-12 E)av and a company of 25 Cav air assaulted into two likely arcos
of wf‘Lthdrawal', and the A/1-9 Cav infantry platoon was inserted into onotler
area, thus enab'.].:‘.ng the friendly units to take the offensive in blocking the
enemy!s retreats As a result of the combined air and ground effort, the enemy
lost one o51 caliber machine gun and an additional 39 of their men were killed
while attempting to withdraw, 'fL‘ll:lis brought the total to 103 enemy soldiers
killed during their attack on Tke,
Throughout the attack, flare ships, Shadow, and AH-1G's from the 24 In,
20th Artillery (4erial Rocket Artillery) combined their fires with those of ,
the i‘n::ce support ba.se.as well as supporting artillery firesfrum FSst Grant,
Jamie, Carolyn and St. Barbara, and ARVN Arty from Vicky and Carovlyn. During
the fighting three anti-aircraft positions went into action but were engaged
by the aircraft they fired on plus artillery on FSB Ike which was fired T_Jy
sighting through the_breech and aligning the bore on the tracers of the .51
caliber machine guns., It was not determined whether the anti~aircraft posi-

tions were desiroyod, bub two vl the weapons consed fiving after they were
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* ‘enghged by friendly fire, Artillery from Tke alone fired 3 Bee Hive rounds,

42 ICM rounds, 2 white phosphorous rounds, 589 High Explosive rounds, 126
Illumination I'OUl:ldS, to make a total of 742 a.rtillery rounds that were ex-
pended by A/’I ~77. Other artillery fired 1900 rounds., E/2~5 Cav mortars fired
1400 rom:lds. Three sections of Aerial Rocket Artillery, which consisted of

6 Cobras, expended'on station, Also, 2 Shadow aircraft were employed along
with 4 flare ships, The terrific fire power from small arms and automatic
weapons from the 2~5 Cav on the FSB coupled with the previously mentioned fire
support crushed the enemy attack, DBy 6355 hogrs, the base was no longiar re-
ceiving indirect fire and the attack was ovexr, However, at 0445 hours, tht?
fire base received a short burst of AK-47 f:i_‘rg from the east from a sniper, ‘
The sniper wos silenced by 4/1-77 direct fire, At 0615 hours in the mornirg, A
1ot Dde: ISYCP aireraft was on station and broadeasted a surrender appeal to

the evading enemy forces, Shortly thereafter, at 0645 hours, US Forces on

~ FSB Ike found 3 NVA soldiers that had been hiding in bunker number 3 on the

northeast side of the perimeter where the heawy fighting had taken place earlier

in the morning, The 3 mrisoners were found in an extreme case of fright and
evidently got as fa.r_as the bunker and gave up feeling that death was Imminent
if they continued on, Two other pr:isoners were later captured who were wound-
ed and found outside the perimeter,

The final results of the action were as follows: 1 US KIA (a cook on the
northeast side of the perimeter), 11 US WIA,103 NVA KIA, and 5 POW, In add-
ition to enemy personnel losses, US Forces captured or destroyed the following
cnery equipment: 11 AK-47%s, 8 B-40 rocket 1aunchers, 1 B~41 rocket launcher,

1x.30 caliber machine gun on Wheels, 1 X54 pistol, 30 AK-47 magazines,
500 small arms rounds, 2x1 Q—lb. shaped charges, 1 NVA field phone, 51 Chicom

grenades and 28 RPG rounds, Since the FSB attack, additional enemy bodies

and incidental items of equipment and ammmition were found near the FSD and

(oM ToET7 TTA L
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« «alopg the enemy withdrawal routes, undoubtedly related to the attack.
2 number of reasons were evident for the overwhelning defeat of the NVA,
- The two primary reasons were the fantastic firepower @isplayed by the US ,
Forces and poor coordination on the part of the enemy. In the first place,
the sapper elements that were supposed to have penetrated the northern and
western sectors of the perimeter were una?le to accomplish their missiog be~
cause the sapper element that hit the eacdern section began prematurely,
thereby d;sclosihg the enemy intentions and alerting the US Forces within the
fire base., As a result of their early discovery, the remaining sapper and
infantry elements could not penetratg the perimeter because of the overwhelm-
ing firepower unleashed from FSB Tke, The elements that did manage to pene-
trate the perimeter went directly to the mess hall (possibly indicated a 1agk
of.intelligence about the FSDts 1ayout). Several questions arise from this,
It is generally felt that the NVA is suffering from food shortages, Could
this have been a break in discipline to alleviate the hunger pangs? Or was
the assault on the mess hall a result of poor training? The poorly coord-
inated attack could possibly be linked to poor training if one remembers that
the 271st Regiment receive@ very heavy casunlties from the Battle of Binh Long
Province in fugust of 1969, Could this attack have been an extremely costly
training mission fér green NVA soldiers? Consideration must also be given tg
President Nixon's speech on Vietnam policy which was delivered on 3 November,
This attack could have possibly been moved up to coincide with the speech
which could explain the poorly coordinated attack and why the enemy completely
bypassed ARVNLocgupied fire support bases located further to the north near the
Cambodian border, In any event, this attack was the sixth grbund attack
against Fire Support Qase Tke in six months and was the sixth successive majar
defeat for the enemy, F?B Tke has and continues to severely homper enemy

operations in War Zone C,
11

CoOVFIDENTIAC
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SUBJECT: The attack on Fire Support Base Ike, 1-70

CFFICE (F THE CHIEF OF MILITARY HISTCRY
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

1. Operation: N/A4

2? Period Covered: 4 November 1969 )

3. Location: War Zone C, Tay Ninh Prgvinoe, ¥EL -CORPS, B’VI\I
4o Control Headquarters: 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile),
53' Supporting Elements: N/A.

6. Mission: To conduct Airmobile and Ground Recomnaissance Operations o
interdict and locate enemy forces and destroy enemy DBase Areas and cache
sites throughout the Tactical Area of Operations and to provide security for
FSB Tke,

Te Persons Interviewed:
ae CPT Roy S, Carlson 534-36-1 683, co, A/1-77 Field Artille
be Master Sergeont Lewis P, Fetzer, 200-22-9724, S-2 NCO; 2 5 Cav,
Cce ‘Sergeant First Class Ivan H, Ronda Pavon, 558-40~5728, Mess
Sergeant, HHC, 2/5 Cav

8. Addlt:.onal Source:

‘as Letter, 1st Bde, 1st Covalry Division (A:rmobﬂe), dated 4 December
1969, Subject =~ Summary of Enemy Actions Before, During andAfter the Atiack
on Fire Support Ike on 4 November 1969,

9. Interviewer: 1LT William S, Jemks ITI, 497-46-9285, Assistant Division
Historian,

' 10, Task Organization: Bn CP, D&C/2-5 Cav, A/1-T7 Arty, 1st Cavalry
Division (4Airmobile), “

B 2

1. Map information~ 1/100,000, Series L1607, Sheet 6232IIT
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Fire Support Tke, located in War Zone C about 23 kilometers northeast

of Tay Ninh City im III Coxps Tactical Zone, was attacked by eleme_ants of the
9th VC Division during the early morning hours of 4 November 1969, At the
time of the attack, the Fire Support Base (FSD) was occupied by the B&E
Companies, 2d Battalion, 5th Cavalry and Battery 1}, 1st Battalion, 77th
Artillery of the 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile),

Reconstruction of the enemy movements leading up to the actual attack
has been developed by the G-2 Intelligence Section at division level with
extensive reférence being made to prisoner of ‘war interrogation reports,
trail m?vements by ground ond air resources, captured docum«?nts, enemy
history, and information available from higher headquarters, In reconstructe

ing the sequence of 9ven~bs, it was deotermined that in early October, Fire
Support Dases Ike, St. Barbara and Grant were undergoing tharough recon=
naissance which was_'being aonducted by the C95 Reconnaissance Company of
the 9th VC Division, All three of the FSB!s are located in the same general
area within War Zone C so it was felt by American commanders that one of
these bases was going to receive an attack, but when and which one were
unanawered questions, Sources indicated later that in early October, while
the 272d Regiment of the 9th VC Division was operating in War Zone C, the
271st Regiment of the same division began moving westward from Binh Long
Provinc_:e into the Fishhook area and eventually into éastern ond central War
Zone C, Both the 271st and the 272d had participated in the enemy initiated
offensive in Binh Long Province duré’.ng mid-August of 1969 and both had sus-
tained exceedingly heavy casualties, Dy the 15th of October, small elements
of the 1st Battalion (Bn) and C~20 Signal Company of the 271st Regiment were
détected 8 to 10 kilometers northeast of FSD Ike engaging in operations that

appeared to be basically recomnaissance in nature, to locate base areas and

establish cache sites. Furthermore, it appeared that these elements were

CO"J’F’ DNeE 2T A ¢



____________

Alithonty

o W ByﬂnNARADate_um[Ql 9( AT IAL

u
u -
: ‘ "\
2 \
n X
g ‘ / '/’ -
) T 2Nov
Py z
% / i\A /
X ( I
FSB |
Y T
CAROLYN L/ - S
% { , s

T~ \ 2 \

N / \ C /

\\ | - FSB h \

: ) ¥ \ o VIOKY 1|

— /4 ¢ N\ Assembly/CP 1
A } e

: | \
{ Ares \ .
" -,
\ \
’a\ b {

~N R
™~ ‘/
FSB St BARBARA o \
\"\ N
N ) e
i e b
i




;REPRODUCEDATTHENATIONALAR.CHIYEFS‘\’_ g ] DECEAS’“S'ii‘;iED' ----

e i 30
il ByABNarADae WIDJOR 1.
w - A Y ’:;"; ’J '.’):? /V7 ’ /a L

also reconning trails for a troop novement south, possibly their parent

L 4

.regiment. During the last week in October, the 3d Bn of the 271st Regiment
moved into the area that had previously been reconned by the 1st Bn while the
regimental headgua:rters remained further to the north with security elements
from the 1st Bn, While these moves were in progress, the 2d Tn of the 271st
moved to a base area further to the northeast of FSL Tke and about 10 kilo=-
meters from the Cambodian border, The 228 Sapper Bn, which was a subordinate
unit of the 9th VC Division meviously known as the Z95 Sapper Dn, had
already moved out of Cambodia and by mid=-October had posi’s;’.oned itself roughe
1y 14 kilometers north of FSB Vicky, which is east of Ik§.

By 2 November something appeared to be in the moking, The Z28 Sapper In

left its base area north of FSB Vicky and moved to another base area roughly
T kii.l.ometers north of Tke which had been occupied by the 2d Dn, 271st Regi~
ment, In the meantime, the infantry battalion had moved out the previous
afternoon to locate in a new base area in the same vicinity, so that by

2200 hours on 2 November t{lere were two battaliong sitting 7 kilometers
north~northeast of FSB Tke, Doth units rested in this posture the remainder
of tbe night while the unit commanders concluded tl}eir plans for an attack on
an American base, thus far designated "A-2 Point"., Information was dissemm
inatesl to the men of these units that they were going to attack an Am§rican
base, after which the units would return to North Vietnam for a rest.

The units remained in this area until 1600 hours on 3 November when the
Sapper Bn departed the staging area and moved south-southeast for six hours
to an_assembly point 200 meters north of FSD Tke, arriv:f.ng there at 2200
hours, After giving the sapper unit on hour head start, the 2d Bn, 271st
Regiment 1ef*_b the staging area to follow and join the sapper unit at the

assembly area., Doth battelions had radios, but maintained radio silence
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aring the move, After reaching the assembly area, the sapper tn established

/ a CP approximately 150 meters to the north of Ike while the infantry

bat‘balion.established its CP approximately 250 meters north of the fire sup-
port base, Communication wire was then strung between the two CP!s and also
to points north, east and west of the fire base.so the progress of the battle
could be passed on and commanders kept informed, The wire glso enhanced the
capability of the enemy to maintain contimous coordination,
The battalion commanders had planned for three 16~man sapper teams to
position themselves to the north, east and west of the fire support base,
During an intense indirect firg attack the sapper units were to breach the
perimeter from all three sides. As the first wave of sappers reached the
FSB perimeter, a second wave also consisting of three groups of 16 sappers
was to attack in support. The sapperc were to fight their way to the center
of the FSD in the vicinity of the tactical operations center (T0C), reorgan~
ize, and on a rearranged signal the 2d Dn, 271st Regiment was to attack from
the same three sides using B-40, B=-41 rockets, AK-47's and mrepositioned
machine gun fire, After the attack and overrunning of the FSB, killing all
the Americans, and confiscating all the available equipment, the men were to
regroup to the norfch at their battalion CPt's for withdrawal to the previous
night!'s base areas, The CP‘s_wene to wait for 30 minutes after the attack
and then begin the withdrawal., Guides and pa ters were to be left bghind to
escort and carxry 1,;he wounded and stragglers back to the staging area,
Additionally, indirect fire support was to be provided by the heavy

weapons element of the 2d Bn, 271st Regiment, and the 22d Ar’cillery Bn of the
9th VC Divieion. The units were to use 82mm mortars, 60mm mortars, 107mm
rockets and 5Tmm recoilless rifles which would be augmented by the sappers

who would carry and employ B-40 and B-41 rockets, hand grenades, and satchel
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Jharges, The attack was to begin at 2330 hours on 3 November, but was delay-

¢

ed more than an hour while the sapper and infantry units positioned theme
selves,

Three .51 caliber machine guns wefe also to be provided by the ?4th Anti-

Lirceraft Bn of the 9th VC Division to further suppart the operation, These
weapons were to alleviate the pressure placed upon the attacking elements by
directing fire at US aircraft'zmd to help divert attention away from the -
selected Iroutes of withdrawal, The weapons were to be placed sone 400
to 1000 meters from the perimeter to the north northeast and were to be

moved du:r:h?g the fight}.’gng from one position to another to avoid detection and
destruction, .

Various intelligenge sources indicated movement in the vicinity of ISD
Tke during the night of 3 November and A/1~77 fired 105 howitzer rounds into
the suspected areas, As was earlier mentioned, it was felt that one of the
fire support bases :/Ln War Zone C was going to receive an attack because of ?he
small unit contacts, intelligence readouts and enemy movements., DJut no one,
except for the enemy, knew which base it was going to be until the attack ace
tually took place, Consequer_ltly, all the bases were alert to the possibility
of the existing enemy threat,

The night of 3 Novem‘yoer at FSB Ike was no different from the other nights
during the past few weeks, However, at 0045 hours on the morning of 4 Noveme
ber, :bhe base began receiving intense indirect fire from an unlkmown size enemy
force, Almost immediately enemy soldiers were inside the perimeter and as
word frantically passed from T.Dunker to bunker it became apparent that FSD Ike
was lfnder a full gca.le attack, The base was receiving B~40 and B-41 rocket
fire, mortar fire, small arms fire, and automatic weapons fire with the majore

ity of the fire coming from the northeast., However, by this time the entire
6
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Jaselwas on 100% alert., Although there is some disagreement as to the exact
time, it is agreed that shortly after the base began receiving incoming, a
trip flare went off on the northeas-f: side of the perimeter and almost immede
lately sappers were inside the wire, This was around 0100 hours and by 0115
heavy flght:mg had erupted inside the perimeter of FSB Ike in the nartheast
sector. Sappers had penetrated the berm in tl}e vicinity of the mess hallland
had blown up two bunkers with satchel charges, (Due to the monsoon rains, the
two destroyed 'bunkers were filled with water and were therefare unoccupied) L¥
roughly 0120 hours, A/1-77 received 2 report that there were ememy soldiers in
the mess ha.ll + » CPT Roy S, Carlson, the battery commo.nder, directed that
one of the 105 howitzer tubes be lowered and fire a direct f;re round into the
mess I'xz;\,'.\.l3 thereby destroying it and k::.lling 12 NVA soldiers, During Fhis

rme time, Sergeant First Class Ivan H, Ronda~Pavon, the mess sergeant, held
at bay and ld.lleq. an additional 7 NVA soldiers, who were occupying one of the
blown~up bunkers, The combined effarts of CPT Carlson and SFC Ronda~Pavon
vir'tua]_.ly eliminated the enemy pex:letration of the fire hase and endeSI the
threats The quick reaction force, consisting of an ini‘ani(;ry platoon, immede
iately deployed to the northeast portion o? the perimeter! and by 6210 hours
the perimeter had been completely restared, By this time, j:he small arms

fire being’received was sporadic but the incoming certinued, From 0200 to
0315 hours, the situation remained touch and'go with movement and fire being
detected and received from the east and west, At 0315 hours radar at FSB Ike
detected movement to the north and away from the FSB., This indicated that the
enemy was withdrawing and 'bl:xa't it was time to sssume an offensive role and
seal off the enemy's escape, Sporadic fighting continued on into the 5th of
November with contact being esta.blished' several times with body burial details

resulting in further enemy being killed, From the berm to the woodline a
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68l of 54 enemy bodies had been counted at FSB Ike, 19 of which had been

killed inside the wire, Ten additional soldiers were killed by Aerial Rocket
Artillery making a total of 64 enemy soldiers that were killed in and around
V the fire suppart base., As the enemy withdrew 1{;0 the north, PPS-5 radar
detected their move which confirmed the belief, based on analysis of known
bunker complexes, trail systems, and other pertinent in'belligencg data, that
the enemy would withdraw to the bunker area northwest of FSB Ike, With the ,
radar readings indicating the enemy moving to the northeast, 4 Troop, 1-9 Cawf,
the Air Force Forward Air Controller, the artillery FO and the brigade scouts
were briefed on this situation, and all available alr resources were directed
over the predicted routes of withdrawal at first light. Additionally, a com=
pany of 1-12 ?av and a company of 2«5 Cav air assaulted into two likely areos
of w:li.'bhdrawalv, and the A/‘l -9 Cav infantry platoon was inserted into another
area, thus enab]:ing the friendly units to take the offensive in blocking the
enemy?ts r?treat. As a result of the combined air and ground effort, the enemy
lost one 51 caliber machine gun and an additional 39 of their men were killed
while attempting to withdraw, Tl:xis brought the total to 103 enemy soldiers
killed during their attack‘on Ike, ( '
Throughout the attack, flare ships, Shadow, and AH-1G's from the 2d Bn,
20th Artillery (Aerial Rocket Artillery) combined their fires with those of ‘
the f:li.:ce support ba,se.a,s well as supporting artillery firesfrom FSst Grant,
Jamie, Carolyn and St, Barbara, and ARVN Arty from Vicky oand Carolyn. During
the fighting three anti-aircraft positions went into action but were engaged
by the airceraft they fired on plus artillery on FSB Ike which was fired ‘?y
sighting through the_breech and aligning the bore on the tracers of the 451
caliber machine guns, It was not determined whether the anti~-aircraft posi-

tions were desiroyed, but two vf the weapons coased firing after they were
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gaged by friendly fire, Artillery from,lke alone fired 3 Bee Hive'rounds,
/ 42 IM rounds, 2 white phosphorous rounds, 589 High Explosive rounds, 126
/ Illumination rounds, to make a total of 762 artillery rounds that were ex~
pended by A[1 ~77, Other artillery fired 1900 rounds, ?.‘./2-5 Cav mortars fired
1400 rounds, Three sections of Aerial Rocket Artillery, which consisted of
6 Cobras, expendod_on station, Also, 2 Shadow dircraft were employed along
with 4 flare ships, The terrific fire power from small arms and automatic
weapons from ‘the 2=5 Cav on the ]:T‘SB coupled with the previously mentioned fire
support crushed the enemy attack, DIy 0355 hogrs, the bz?,se was no long?r T
ceiving indirect fire and the attack was ovex, However, at 0445 hours, tht?
fire base received a short burst of AK=47 fir_e from the east from a sniper, ‘
The sniper wes silenced by A/"l =77 direct fire., At 0615 hours in the morning, A
15t Dde: ¥SYWP gircraft was on statlon and broadeasted a surrender appeal to
the evading enemy forces, Shortly thereafter, at 0645 hours, US Forces on
~ FSB Tke found 3 NVA soldiers that had been hiding in bunker number 3 on the
northeast side_of the perimeter where the heawy fighting had taken place earlier
in the morning, The 3 prisoners were found in an extreme case of fright and
evidently got as fa.:r_as the bunker and gave up feeling that death was imminent
if they continued on, Two other misoners were later captured who were wound-
ed and found outside the perimeter,

The final results of the action were as follows: 1 US KIA (a cook on the
northeast side of the perimeter), 11 US WIA,103 NVA KIA, and 5 POW, In adde-
ition to enemy personnel losses, US Forces captured or destroyed the following
enery equipment: 11 AK~47's, 8 B~40 rocket launch?rs, 1 B-~41 rocket lsj.uzlcher,

1x¢30 caliber machine gun on v_v'heels, 1 K54 pistol, 30 AK-4T magazines,
500 small arms rounds, 2x1 (_)-1b. shaped charges, 1 NVA field phone, 51 Chicom
grenades and 28 RPG rounds, Since the FSB attack, additional enemy bodies

and incidental items of equipment and ammnition were found near the FSB and
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,6ng the enemy withdrawal routes, undoubtedly related to the attack,
| A number of reasons were evident for the overwhelming defeat of the NVA,

/ | The two primary reasons were the fantastic firepower c_lisplayed by the US ,
| Forces and poor coordination on the part of the enemy, In the first place,
the sapper elements that were supposed to have penetrated the northern and
western sectors of the rerimeter were unaEle to accomplish their missiorll be~
cause the sapper element that hit the eastcrm section began prematurely,
thereby dg‘.sclosing the enemy intentions and alerting the US Porces within the
fire base, As a result of their early discovery, the remaining sapper and
infantry elements could not penetrat(_a the perimeter because of the overwhelm-
ing firepower unleashed from FSB Tke, The elements that did manage to pene-
trate the perimeter went directly to th? mess hall (possibly indicated a 1a9k
of intelligence about the FSB's layout)s Several questions arise from this.
It is generally felt that the NVA is suffering from food shortages, Could
this have been a break in discipline to alleviate the hunger pangs? Or was
the assault on the mess hall a result of poor training? The poorly coord-
inated attack could possibly be linked to poor training if one remembers that
the 271st Regiment receivec_l very heavy casualties from the Battle of Binh Long
Province in August of 1969, Could this attack have been an extremely costly
training mission for green NVA soldiers? Consideration must also be given 'bg
President Nixon's speech on Vietnam policy which was delivered on 3 Novembeﬁ.
This attack could have possibly been moved up to coincide with the speech
which could explain the poorly coordinated attack and why the enemy completely
bypassed ARVN-occ_:upied fire support bases located further to the north near tle
Cambodian border, In any event, this attack was the sixth ground attack
against Fire Support 1.Be.se Tke in six months and was the sixth successive maja
defeat for the enemy, F.?,B Tke has and continues to severely hamper enemy

operations in War Zone C,
1
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