
REPRODUCED ATTHE NATIONAL ARCHIVES 

AVD.AMH 

DEF ARTMENT CF THE ARMY 
14TH MThITARY HISTORY DEJl'ACIDIENT 
1 ST CAVALRY DIVISION (AJEVW.BILE) 

APO San Francisco 96490 

~:· 

22 January 1970 

SUBJECT; Enemy Launched Attack Against FSB IKE on 4 November 1969 .l 

Commanding Officer 
2d Battalion, 5th Cavalry 
ATTN: S-3 
1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) 
APO San Francisco 96490 

1. Some discrepancies have arisen between 1st Brigade, Division G-2, 
and Military History reports submitted concerning c~ptured and destroyed 
enemy equipment and weapons, enemy killed, and number of supporting artil­
lery rounds fired on the morning of 4 November 1969. 

2. Request you check the following figures against you S-3 Staff 
Journal and submit any corrections, additions, or deletions to this offi:ce. 

55 KIA, 2 additional bodies found on 7 Nov 69 - Total 57 
16D1I · 
~ ICTA during withdrawl phase 

100 KIA 

5 POW 

1XRadio 
xRPG 7 

8xRPG 2 
1x30 Cal MG w/wheels & mounts 

15xRPG 
14-xAK 47 

2xK54 Pistols 
15xB41 
13jf840 
4xBangalore Torpedoes 
2xShaped Charges 
1xBox 7.62 Ammo 

95xChicom Grenades 
·' xB41 Ro9ket Launchers 
1x.AK: 50 ~Dest) 

1,000 rds of SA Ammo 
tx120 mm Mortar Round 

( 

/ 0 

///.t/--0 
.. / 

.• 



REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES 

..... 
.... • ' ii 

' 

A/1-77 Arty fired 
3 Beehive 

42 Firecracker 
2 WP 

589 HE 
126 Illum 
762 Rds 

3 Sections of Blue Max 

Spt Arty Fired 1,011 Rds 

2 Shadow Acf t 

2 

60,000 rounds S/A Expended 

4 UH-1 Flare Shipe 

2-5 Cav 81MM Mortars Fired 
1,175 HE 
174 WP 
284 Illum 

1,633 Rds 

3. Your cooperation in this matter is greatly appreciated. 

fl! A #nl/~ a;;; M MANGUSO 
CPT FA 
Division Historian 

ii .. 
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DEPAR'IMENT 0]' THE ARMY 
14TH MILITlillY HISTORY DN.rACHIYIENT 
1 ST CAVJJ11Y DIVISION (lJRMODIIE) 

1)20 Son Francisco 96490 

AVMMH 19 January 1970 

SlIDJECT: The attack on Fire Support Dase Ike, 1-70 

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF MILITJIRY HISTORY 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
WASHINGTON, n.c. 20315 

1. Operation: N/A 

2. Period Covered: 4 November 1969 

3. Location: War Zone C, Tay Ninh Prgvino:ej "'?!;I ·CORPS, ~ 

4. Control Headqu.nrters: 1st Cavalry Division (lirmobile). 

5. Su:p:partirig Elements: N/A. 
~~'.' 

6. Mission: To conduct Airmobile and Ground Recormaissartce Operations to 
interdict ond locate enemy forces and cl.estroy enemy Dase Areas and cache 
sites tl1roi,:tehout the Tactical Area of Operations and to provide security for 
FSB Ike. 

7. Persons Interviewed: 
a; CPT Roys. Carlson 534-36-1683,'CO, A/1-77 Field Artillex;y. · 
b~ Master Sergeont Lewis P. Fetzer, 200-22-9724, S-2 NCO; 2/5 Cav. 

· c. 'Sergeant· First Class Ivon H. Ronda Pavon, 558-40-5728, Mess 
Sergeant, HHC, 2/5 Cav. " . \. 

I·:. 

8. Additional Source: 
·'a. ~etter, 1st Bde, 1st Co.valry Division (Airmobile), dated 4 December 

1969, Subject - SUI!lilk1XY of Enemy Actions Defore, During n.nc1..After the Attack 
on Fire Support Ike on 4 November 1 969 • 

9. Inter-Viewer: 1LT William s. Jenks III, 497-46-9285, Assistant Division 
Historian. 

10. Task Orgn;nizo.ti6n: Bn CP, TI&C/2-5 Cav, A/1-77 Arty, 1st Cavo,lry 
Division (lirmobile) • . . . 

. ' "' ~ . I 

11. Ma1' :i.nl'ormation- 1/100~000,_ Series 1607, B:heet 6232III 
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• Fire Support Ike, located in War Zone C Cl.bout 23 kilometers northeast 

of Tay Ninh City in III Corps Tactical Zone, was attacked by elem~nts of the 

9th VO Division during the early morning hours of 4 November 1969. At tl~ 

time of the attack, the Fire Support Tio.se (FSTI) was occupied by the B&E 
I 

Compnnies, 2d I3attalion, 5th Cavalry nnd Battery A, 1st Battalion, 77th 

.Artillery of the 1st Ccvalry Division (Ai:rmobile). 

Reconstruction of the enemy movements leac1ing up to the actu...'ll attack 

has been developed by the G-2 Intelligence Section o.t division level with 

extensive reference being made to p:isoner of 'war interrogation reports, 

trail movements by ground c..nd air resources, capturec. documents, enemy 
I • 

history, and information available from higher heQdqUc,'lXters. In reconstruct• 
I 

ing the sequence of events, it w&s dotermined that in early October, Fire 
I • 

Support Dases Ike, St. :I3arbara and Grant were undergoing tharoue;h recon­

naissance which was_being a:onducted by the c95 Reconnaissnnce Company of 

the 9th VC Division. All three of the FSB's are located in the so.me eeneral 

area within War Zone C so it was felt by Americnn commo.nders that one of 

these bases was going to receive an attack, but when and which one were 

una:nawered questions. Sources indicated later that in early October, while 

the 272d Regiment of the 9th VC Division was operating in War Zone c, the 

271st Regiment of the same division began moving westward from :Dinh Long 

Province into the Fishhook area and eventually into eastern mlcl central War 

Zone c. Both the 271st and the 272d had participated in the enemy initiated 

offensive in Binh Long Province during mid-August of 1969 nnd both had sus-. , 

to.ined exceedingly heavy casun.1 ties. Dy the 15th of October, smll elements 

of the 1st 13attalion (Dn) nnd C-20 Signo.,1 Compony of the 271st Reeiment were 

c1etected 8 to 10 kilometers northeast of FSil Ike engaging in operations t:ho,t 

appeared to be basically reconnaissance in nnture, to locate base areas and . , 

establish cache sites. Furthermore, it appeared that these elements were 
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also reconning trails for a troop novenent south, possibly their parent 

regiment. During the last week in October, the 3d Dn of the 271st Regiment 

moved into the area that had :i;xreviously been reconned by the 1st :Bn while the 

regimental headquarters remained further to the north with security elements 

from the 1st nn. While these moves were in progress, the 2d rn of the 271st 

moved to a base area further to the northeast of FS'D Ike an:l about 1 O kilo-

meters from the Cambodian border. The Z28 Sapper nn, which was a subordinate 

unit of the 9th VC Di vision :rr eviou.aly known as the Z95 Sapper I3n, had 

already moved out of Cn.mbodia and by mid-October had positioned itself rough-

ly 14 kilometers north of FSil Vicky, which is east of Ike .. 

J3y 2 November something appeared to be in the ma.king. The Z28 Sapper I3n 

left its base area north of FS] Vicky o.nd moved to another bo.se c.rea rou,jhJ.y 

7 ki~ometers north of ~e which had been occupied by the 2d nn, 271st Regi­

ment. In the meantime, the infantry battalion had moved out the previous 

aftemoon to locate in a new base area in the same vicinity, so that by 

2200 hours on 2 November thero were two battalions sitting 7 kilooeters 

north-northeast of FSB Ike. Both units rested in this posture the remainder 

of the night while the unit co!!lDk'lllders concluded their plans for an attack on 

an .American base, thus far clesignated "A-2 Point". Information was dissem-

inated to the men of these units that they were going to attack e:.n .American 

base, after which the uni ts would return to North Vietn'J.l!l for a rest. 

The uni ts remD.ined in this 8.rea until 1600 how:-s on 3 Norr embt r when the 

Sapper Bn departed the staging area and moved south-southeast for six hours 

to an assembly point 200 meters north of FSJ3 Ike, arriving tl1ere at 2200 
I ' 

hours. After giving the sapper unit on hour hen.cl start, the 2d Bn, 271 s:t 

Regiment left the staging area to follow and join the sapper unit at the 

assembly area. Doth batt~lions bud radios, but IDD.intained radio silence 

~, 

I 
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during the move. After reaching the ass:embly o.rea, the sawer bn established 

a CP approximately 150 meters to the north of Ike while the infantry 

battalion established its CP approximately 250 meters north of the fire SUP'"' 

port base. Communication wire was then strung between the two CP' s and also 
' 

to points north, enst and west of the fire base so the progress of the battle 

could be passed on and coIDIIll1.nc1ers kept informed. The wire also enhn.nced the 

capability of the enemy to mn.intain continuous coordination. 

The battn.lion commanders had planned for three 16-man sapper teams to 

position themselves to the north, east and west of the fire mlpport base. 

During an intense indirect fire attack the sapper units were to breo.ch the 

perimeter from all three sides. As the first wave of sappers renched the 

FSJ3 perimeter, a second wave c.lso consisting of three groups of 16 sappers 

was to attack in support. The sapper::: were to fight their way to the center 

of the FSTI in the vicinity of the tactical operations center (Tex::), reorge.n--
, 

ize, and on a prearranged signal the 2d J3n, 271st Regiment was to atta.ck from 
I I 

the same three ~ides using TI-40, TI-41 rockets, AK-47's ~na. :prepositioned 

ma.chine gun fire. After the attack nncl overrunning of the FSD, killing all 
' 

the .Americans, and confiscating all the available equipment, the men were to 

regroup to the north at their battalion CP's for withdrawal to the previous 

night's base areas. The CP's we:ne to wait for 30 minutes after the attack 

and then begin the wi thc1ro,wal. Guides and per ters were to be left behind to 

escort and carry the wounded and stragglers back to the staging area. , 

Additionally, indirect fire support was to be provided by the heavy 

wea:pons element of the 2d nn, 271 st Regiment, C1l'ld the 22d .Axtillery nn of the 
' 

9th VC Division., The units were to use 82mm mortars, 60mm mortars, 107mm 

rockets and 57mm recoilless rifles which would be augmented by the sappers 

who would carry nnd employ J3-40 o.nd JJ-41 rockets, hand grenc'1.des, ruid satchel 

.. . ...... 
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charges. The attack was to begin at 2330 hours on 3 November, but was delay-

ed more thnn an hour while the sap:i;>er and infantry units :i;>ositioned them--

selves. 
•. 

Three .51 caliber machine guns were also to be provided by the 24th Anti­

.Aircraft En of the 9th VC Division to further supper t the operation. These 

weapons were to alleviate the pressure placed upon the attacking elements; by 

directing fire at US aircraft nnd to help divert attention away from the · 

selected routes of withdrawal. The weapons were to be placed sooe 400 

to 1000 meters from the perimeter to the north northeD..st and were to be 

moved during the fighting from one position to another to avoid detection a.nd 

destru.ction. 

Various intellieence sources indicated movement in the vicinity of FSTI 

Ike during the night of 3 November nnd A/1-77 fired 1 05 howitzer rounc1s into 

the suspected areas. As was enrlier mentioned, it was felt that one of the 

fire support bcses in War Zone C was going to receive an attn.ck because of the 

small unit contacts, intelligence reo.d'Outs o.nd enemy movements. nut no one, 

except for the enemy, knew which bo..se it was going to be until the attack ac-

tu.ally took place. Consequently, all the bases were alert to the possibility 

of the existing enemy threat. 

The night of 3 November at FSB Ike was no different from the other nights 

during the past few weeks. However, at 0045 hours on the morning of 4 Novem-, 

ber, the base began receiving intense indirect fire from an un:known size enemy 

force. Almost immediately enemy soldiers were inside the perimeter ond as 

word frantically passed from bunker to bunker it became appa:rent that FSD Ike 

was under a f'ull scale attack. The base was receiving 13-40 and B-41 rocket 

fire, mortar fire, small arms fire, and autoI11'1tic weapons fire with the major .. 

ity of the fire coming from the northeast. However, by this time the entire 

6 
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base was on 1 OCf'/o alert. Al though there is some disagreement [',S to the exact 

time, it is agreed that shortly after the base began receiving incoming, a 

tri'p flare went off on the northeast side of the p:irimeter and almost immed• 

iately sappers were inside the wire. This was a.round 0100 hours and by 0115 

heavy fighting had erupted inside the :i;erimeter of FSB Ike in the northeast 

sector. Sappers rod :penetrated the berm in the vicinity of the mess hall and 

lnd blown up two bunkers with satchel charges. (Due to the monsoon rains, the 

two destroyed bunkers were filled with water and were therefore unoccupied) ~~ 

roughly 0120 hours, A/1-77 received a report thP,t there were enemy soldiers in 

the mess hall ._ .~· CPT Roy s. Carlson, the battery commander, directed that 

one of the 105 howitzer tubes be lowered and fire a direct fire round into the 

mess hall, thereby destroying it and killing 12 NVA soldierso During this 
I 

sr.me time, Sergeant First Class Ivan u. Ronda-Pavon, the mess sereeant, held 
I 

at bay and killed an additional 7 NVA soldiers, who were occupying one of the 

blown,...up bunkers. The combined efforts of CPT Ca.rlson and SFC Ronda-Pavon 

virtua~ly elimirw.ted the enemy penetration of the fire base and ended the 

threat. The quick reaction force, consisting of an infantry platoon, imm.ed-
, 

iately deployed to the northeast portion of the perimeter, and by G210 hours 

the perimeter had been completely restar:ed. By this time, the small arms 

fire being received was sporadic but the incoming cc~tinued. From 0200 to 

0315 hours, the situation remained touch and go with movement and fire being 

detected and received from the east and west. At 0315 hours radar at FSE Ike 

detected movement to the north and away from the FSD. This indicated that the 

enemy was withd:r·nwing and that it was time to assume an offensive role and 

seal off the enemyts escape. Sporadic fighting continued on into the 5th of 

November with contacit being established seve:ral times with body burial details 

resulting in further enemy being killed. From the berm to the wood.line a 
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• · total of 54 enemy bodies had been counted at Fsn Ike, 19 of which had been 

killed inside the wire. Ten additional soldiers were killed by Aerial Rocket 

Artillery making a total of 64 enemy soldiers that were killed in and around 
' 

the fire suppCII:.'t base. As the enemy withdrew to the north, PPS-5 rad.ax 

detected their move which confirmed the belief, based on mialysis of known 

bunker complexes, trail systems, a:nd other :r;ertinent intelligence data, that 

the enemy would withdraw to the bunker area northwest of FSB Ike. With the 

rauar readings indicating the enemy moving to the northeast, A Troop, 1-9 Cav, 
, 

the Air Force Forward Air Controller, the 2-rtillery FO and the brigade scouts 
, 

were briefed on this situation, and all available air resources were directed . . 
over the predicted routes of withdrawal at first light. Additionally, a com-

pany of 1-12 Cm cmd a company of 2-5 Cav air assaulted into two likely m'Co,s 
• 

of withdrawal, and the A/1-9 Cav infantry platoon was inserted into cmotl'.<.er 
' 

area, thus enabling the friendly uni.ts to take the offensive in blocking tho 

enemy's retreat. As a result of the combined air mid ground effort, the enemy 

lost one .51 caliber machine gun o.nd an additional 39 of their men were killed 

while attempting to withdraw. This brought the total to 103 enemy soldiers 

killed during their attack on Ike. 

Throughout the attack, flare ships, Shad<M, and AH-1G's from the 2d JJn, 

20th Artillery (Aerial Rocket Artillery) combined their fires with those of 

the fire support base as well as supporting artillery fires fir.~ FSD' s Gran-tr, 
I • I • 

Jamie, Carolyn and St. Barbara, and .ARVN' Axty from Vicky nm Caroljlll. During 

the fighting three anti-aircraft positions went into action but were engaeed 

by the aircraft they fired on plus artillery on FSB Ike which was fired by 

sighting through the breech and aligning the bore on the tracers of the .51 

caliber machine guns. It was not determined whether the ruiti-aircra.ft posi-
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' ~engaged by friendly fixe. .Artillery from Ike alone fired 3 nee Hive rounds, 

42 ICM rounds, 2 white phosphorous rounds, 589 High Explosive rounds, 126 

Illumination rounds, to make a total of 762 artillery rounds th:'lt were ex­

pended by .A/1-77. Other artillery fired 1900 rounds. E/2-5 Cav mortars fixed 

1400 rounds. Three sections of Aerial Rocket .Artillery, which consisted of 

6 Cobras, expended on station. Also, 2 Shadow aircraft were employed along 

with 4 flaxe ships. The terrific fire power from small arms nnd automatic 

weapons from the 2-5 Cav on the FSB coupled with the pt.'eviously mentioned fixe 
. ' 

support crushed the enemy attack. By 0355 hours, the base was no longer re-
. ' ' 

ceiving indirect fire roid the attack was over. However, at 0445 hours, th~ 

fire base received a short burst of .A:K.-47 fixe from the east from a sniper. 

The sniper was silenced by A/1-77 direct fire. At 0615 hours in the mo:r.niI'E, A 

1st JJde~ H3'YOJ? aircraft was on station and broadcasted a surrender a:ppoal to 

the evading enemy forces. Shortly thereafter, at 0645 hours, US Forces on 

FSB Ike found 3 NV.A soldiers that had been hiding in bunker number 3 on the 

northeast side of the perimeter where the heavy fighting had taken place earlier 

in the morning. The 3 :prisoners were found in nn extreme case of frir;ht and 

evidently got as far as the bunker and gave up feeline' that death was imminent 

if they continued on. Two other p:- isoners were later captured who were wound-

ed. and found outside the pEO'.'imeter. 

The final results of the action were as follows: 1 US KIA (a cook on the 

northeas·t side of the perimeter), 11 US WIA, 103 NVA KIA, and 5 POW. In add ... 

ition to enemy personnel losses, US Forces captured. or destroyed the following 

one~y equipment: 11 AK-47's, 8 B-40 rocket launchers, 1 B-41 rocket launcher, 

1x.30 caliber machine gun on wheels, 1 K54 pistol, 30 AX-47 magazines, 
. ' . 

500 small arms rounds, 2x10-lb. shaped charges, 1 NVA field phone, 51 Chicom 

grenades and 28 RPG rounds. Since the FSJ3 attack, additional enemy bodies 

and incidental items of equipment n.nd ammunition were found neax the FSD and 

C-9-Af-FI () i~e ,.,.; 7 r/tL 
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"· .aJ.~ the enemy withdrawal routes, undoubtedly related to the attack. 

A :rrumber of reasons were evident for the overwhe~n:i..ng defeat of the NVA. 

The two primary reasons were the fantastic firepower displayed by the US 

Forces a.nd poor coordination on the :tart of the enemy. In the first place, 

the sapper elements that were supposed to have penetrated the northern and 

western sectors of the :r:erimeter were unable to accomplish their mission be-- ' 

cause the sapper element that hit the eau't<.;rn section began :prematurely, 

thereby d~sclosing the enemy intentions and alerting the US Force~ within the 

fire base. As a result of their early discovery, the remaining sapper and 

infantry elements could not penetrate the perimeter because of the overwhelm-

:i..ng firepower unleashed from FS] Ike. The elements that did Illc'1!lf'..ge to pene-

trate the perimeter went directly to th~ mess hall (possibly indicated a la~k 

of intelligence about the FSD's layout). Several questions arise from this. 

It is generaJ.ly felt that the NVA is suffering from food shortages. Could 

this have been a break in discipline to alleviate the hunger pangs? Ox was 

the assault on the mess hall a result of poor training? The poorly coord-

inated attack could possibly be linked to poor training if one remembers that 

the 271st Regiment received very heavy casuo.lties from the nattle of ]inh Long 

Province in A'ugust of 1969. Could this attack have been an ex.tremely costly 

training mission for green NVA soldiers? Consideration must also be given to 

President Nixon's speech on Vietn.:'U!l policy which was delivered on 3 November. 

This attack could have possibly been moved up to coincide with the speech 

which could explain the poorly coordinated attack and why the enemy completely 

bypassed .ARVN-occupied fire support bases located f'urther to the north near tie 

Cambodian border. In any event, this attack was the sixth ground attack 

against Fire Support J3e.se Ike in six months and was the sixth successive major 

defeat for the enemy. FSJ3 Ike has and continues to severely h..'Ullp:ir enemy 

operations in Wa::r: Zone c. 
11 
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DEP.lffi1MENT OF THE li.RMY 
14TH MILITJJlY HISTORY DEl'ACllMENT 
1 ST CAVlilllY DIVISION (1JRMOI3IIE) 

JJEO So.n Francisco 96490 

Ji:VD.AMH 1 9 January 1 970 

StIDJECT: The attack on Fire Support Dase Ike, 1-70 

OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF MILITARY HISTORY 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
WASHINGTON,, D.C. 20315 

1. Operation: N/A 

2. Period Covered: 4 November 1969 

3. Location: War Zone C, Tay Nibh Prgvino.ej·~ ·CORPS, ~ 

4. Control Headquarters: 1st Cavalry Division (Ai::mobile). 

5. Supporting Elanents: N/A. 

6. Mission: To conduct .ll..irmobile o.nd Ground Reconnaissance Operations to 
interdict o.nd locate enemy forces and destroy enemy Dase Areas o.nd cache 
sites t:flro\lehout the Tactical Area of Operations and to provide security for 
FSB Ike. 

7. Persons Interviewed: 
a; CPr Roys. Carlson 534~36-168;,·co, A/1-77 Field Artille17. · 
b~ Master Serger!.nt Lewis P. Fetzer, 200-22-9724, S-2 NCO; 2/5 Cav. 
c. 'Sergen.nt· First Class Ivc'.ill H. Ronda Pavon, 558-40-5728, Mess 

Sergeant, HHC, 2/5 Cav. 

8. Additional Source: • 
'a. Letter, 1st Dde, 1st Cavalry Division (A:ixmobile), dated 4 December 

1969, Subject - Summ...'U'Y of Enemy Actions Defore, During anc1After the Attuck 
on Fire Support Ike on 4 November 1 969 • . . 
9. InterV"iewer: 1LT William s. Jenks III, 497•46-9285, Assistant Division 
Historian. 

10. Task Organizc.tion: Bn CP, 'Il&C/2:..5 Co.v, A/1-77 .Arty, 1st Cavo..lry 
Division (Airmobile). · 

' . ,, ... , 

11. Mari information- 1/100,000,, Series 1607, Sheet 6232III 
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Fire Support Ike, located in War Zone C about 23 kilometers northeast 

of Tay Ninh City in III Corps Tactical Zone, was attacked by elements of the 

9th VC Division during the early morning hours of 4 November 1969. .At t~ 

time of the attack, the Fire Support Dase (FSI3) was occupied by the B&E 

Companies, 2d Dattalion, 5th Cavalry tllld Battery A, 1st Dattalion, 77th 

Artillery of the 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile). 

Reconstruction of the enemy movements leading up to the actu..11 attack 

bas been developed by the G-2 Intelligence Section at division level with 

extensive reference being made to p:.-isoner of 'wax interrogation reports, 
' 

trail movements by ground ~nd air resources, captured documents, enemy 
, -

history, and information available from higher he~dquarters. In reconstruct• 

ing the sequence of events, it w~s dotermined that in early October, Fire 
, . 

Support Bases Ike, St. Darbnra and Gran.t were undergoing tharoue;h recon-

naissance which was being cronduoted by the c95 Reconnaissance Company of 

the 9th VC Division. All three of the FSB 1s a.re located in the srune eeneral 

area within War Zone C so it was felt by American commanders that one of 

these bases was going to receivo an attack, but when and which one were 
' 

unanawered questions. Sources indicated later that in early October, while 

the 272d Regiment of the 9th VC Division was operating in War Zone c, the 

271st Regiment of the same division began moving westward from Binh Long 

Province into the Fishhook area and eventually into eastern 9.lld central War 

Zone c. Both the 271st and the 272d had participated in the enemy initiated 

offensive in Binh Long Province during mid-August of 1969 and both had sus-. ' 

tained exceedingly heavy casualties. I3y the 15th of October, small elements 

of the 1st Battalion (Bn) nnd C-20 Signal Company of the 271st Reeiment were 

detected 8 to 1 O kilometers northeast of FSI3 Ike engaging in oriera t ions th.at 

appeared to be basically reconnaissance in nature, to locate b~se areas ond 

establish cache sites. Furthermore, it appeared that these elements were 
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also reconning trails for a troop oovenent south, possibly their :parent 

regiment. During the last week in October, the 3d nn of the 271st Regiment 

moved into the area that had previously been reconned by the 1st J3n while the 

regimental headquarters remained further to the north with security elements 

from the 1st Bn. While these moves were in :progress, the 2d J:ln of the 271st 

moved to a base area further to the northeast of FSJ3 Ike and about 1 0 kilo-

meters from the Cambodian border. The Z28 Sapper Bn, which was a subordinate 

unit of the 9th VC Division :rreviously known as the Z95 Sapper Bn, had 

already moved out of Cambodia end by mid-October had positioned itself rough-

ly 14 kilometers north of FSB Vicky, which is east of Ike. 

By 2 November something appenred to be in the ID.'.lking. The Z28 Sapper Iln 

left its base area north of FSD Vicky and moved to another base area roughly 
' 

7 kilometers north of Ike which had been occupied by the 2d Dn, 271st Reei-

ment. In the meantime, the infantry battalion had moved out the previous 

afternoon to locate in a new base area in the same vicinity, so that by 

2200 hours on 2 November thero were two battalions sitting 7 kilometers 

north-northeast of FSB Ike. Both units rested in this posture the remainder 

of the night while the unit coID.IIk.,,nders concluded their plans for an attack on 

an Americnn base, thus far designated "A-2 Point". Informntion was dissem.-

inated to the men of these units that they were going to attack an American 

base, after which the units would return to North Vietnam for a rest. 

The units remained in this area until 1600 houxs on 3 N01Tembtr when the 

Sapper Bn departed the staging area and moved south-southeast for six hours 

to an assembly point 200 meters north of FSB Ike, arriving there at 2200 

hours. After giving the sapper unit on hour head start, the 2d Bn, 271 st 

Regiment left the staging area to follow and join the sapper unit at the 

assembly axea. Doth battalions had radios, but maintained ro,dio silence 
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Jtrring the move. After reaching the asoombly a.rea, the sapper bn esta.blished 

/ a CP approximately 150 meters to the north of Ike while the infantry 

f be.ttalion. established its CP approximately 250 meters narth of the fire sup­

port base. Communication wire was then strung between the two CP1 s and also 
' 

to points north, east and. west of the fire base so the progress of the battle 

could be po.ssed on and coillIIUlnders kept informed. The wire also ennnnced the 

capability of the enemy to mn.intain continuous coordin..'1.tion. 

The battalion commanders had planned for three 16-IIlEln sapper teams to 

position themselves to the north, east and west of the fire support base. 

During an intense indirect fire attack the sapper units were to breach the 

perimeter from all three sides. As the first wave of sappers re~ched the 

FSB perimeter, a second wave ulso consisting of three groups of 16 sappers 

was to attack in support. The sa;ppern were to fight their way to the center 

of the FSD in the vicinity of the tactical operations center (TOO), reorgan---
, 

ize, and on a :prearranged signnl the 2d rm, 271st Regiment was to attack from 
I I 

the same three ~ides using D-40, D-41 rockets, .AK-47's nnd prepositioned 

ma.chine gun fire. After the attack end overrunning of the FSD, killing all 

the Americans, and confiscating all the available equipment, the men were to 

regroup to the north at their battalion CPt s for wi thdrawn.1 to the previous 

night's base areas. The CP's wene to wait for 30 minutes after the attack 

and then begin the withdrawal. Guides and p~ ters were to be left behind to 

escort and carry the wounded and stragglers back to the staging area. 
' 

Additionally, indirect fire support was to be provided by the heavy 
I 

weapons element of the 2d Bn, 271 st Regiment, and the 22d Artillery l3n of the . , 

9th VC Di'V'ieion. The units were to use 82mm mortars, 60mm mortars, 107mm 

rockets and 57mm recoilless rifles which would be aug'Illented by the sappers 

who would carry 2.lld employ B-40 nnd 13-41 rockets, hand grenades, and satchel 
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Jharges. The attnck was to begin at 2330 hours on 3 November, but wns delay­

ed more than an hour while the sapper nnd infantry units positioned the:rrr. 

selves. 

Three .51 caliber machine guns were also to be provided by the 24th Anti­

Aircraft Bn of the 9th VC Division to further su.ppar.'t the operation. These 

weapons were to alleviate the pressure placed upon the attacking elements: by 

directing fire at US aircraft ond to help divert attention away from the ' 

selected routes of withdrawal. The weapons were to be placed sooe 400 

to 1000 meters· from the perimeter to the north northeD..st and were to be 

moved during the fighting from one position to another to avoid detection nnd 

destruction. 

Various intellieence sources indicated movement in the vicinity of ]'S:D 

Th:e during the night of 3 November nnd A/1-77 fixed 1 05 howitzer rouncls into 

the suspected areas, As was enrlier mentioned, it was felt that one of the 

fire support bases in War Zone C was going to receive an attack because of the 

small unit contacts, intelligence read'OUts and enemy movements. I3ut no one, 

except for the enemy, knew which bo.se it was going to be until the attack ac ... 

tun.lly took place. Consequently, all the bases were alert to the possibility 

of the existing enemy threat. 

The night of 3 November at FSB Ike was no different from the other nights 
' 

during the past few weeks. However, at 0045 hours on the m<lt'ning of 4 Novem-

ber, the base beg'an receiving intense indirect fire from an unknown size enemy 

force. Almost immediately enemy soldiers were inside the perimeter and as 

word frantically :rnssed from bunker to bunker it became apparent that FSI3 Th:e 

was under a full scale attack. The base was receiving 13-40 and 13-41 rocket 

fire, morta:r fire, small arms fire, and automatic weapons fire with the major-

ity of the fire coming from the northeast. However, by this time the entire 

6 
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)ase was on 1 CIY/o alert. Al though there is some disagreement 1?-s to the exact 

time, it is agreed that shortly after the base began receiving incoming, a 

~ip flare went off on the northeast side of the reriraeter and almost immed-

iately sappers were inside the wire. This was around 0100 hours and by 0115 

heavy fighting had erupted inside the :i;arimeter of FSD Ike in the northeast 

seotor. Sappers hn.d penetrated the berm in the vicinity of the mess hall and 

had blown up two bunkers with satchel clk'lXges. (Du.e to the monsoon rains, the 

two des~oyed bunkers were filled with water and were therefore unoccupied) Ji.f-

roughly 0120 hours, A/1-77 received a report th2.t there were enemy soldiers in 

the mess hall .- ,,. CPT Roy s. Carlson, the battery comma.nder, directed that 

one of the 10 5 howitzer tubes be lowered and fire a direot fire round into the 

mess hall, thereby des~oying it and killing 12 NVA soldiers. During this , 
st.me time, Sergeant First Class Ivan H. Ronda-Pavon, the mess sere;eant, held 

, 

at bay and killed an additional. 7 NVA soldiers, who were occupying one of the 

blown-up bunkers. The combined effarts of CPT Carlson and SFC Ronda-Pavon 

virtually eliminated the enemy pene~ation of the fire base and ended the 
• I ' 

tl:lreat. The quick reaction force, consisting of an infantry platoon, immed­

iately deployed to the northeast portion of the perimeter, and by G210 hours 
. ' 

the perimeter had been completely restared. J3y this time, the small arms 

fire being received was sporadic but the incoming cc:ctinued. From 0200 to 
I 

0315 hours, the situation remained touch and go with movement and fire being 

detected and received from the east and west. At 0315 hours radar at FSB Ike 

detected movement to the north and away from the FSB. This indicated that the 

enemy was withdrawing and that it was time to assume an offensive role and 

seal off the enemy's escape. Sporadic fighting continued on into the 5th of 

November with contaci!; being established sevexal times with body burial details 

resuJ.ting in further enemy being killed. From the be:rm to the woodline a 

CDl\lf"IQ(}1v-r 1,4 L 
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Gal of 54 enemy bodies md been counted at FSI3 Ike, 19 of which had been 

killed inside the wire. Ten additional soldiers were killed by Aerial Rocket 

.Artillery making a total of 64 enemy soldiers that were killed in and a.round 

the fire support base. As the enemy withdrew to the north, PPS-5 radar 
' 

detected their move which confirmed the belief, based on analysis of known 

bunker complexes, trail systems, and other i;ertinent intelligence data, that 

the enemy would withdraw to the bunker o.rea northwest of FSB Ike. With the 

radar readings indicating the enemy moving to the northeast, A Troop, 1-9 Cav, 
, 

the Air Force Forward Air Controller, the artillery FO and the brigade scouts 
, 

were briefed on this situation, mid all available air resources were directed . ' 

over the predicted routes of withdrawal at first light. Additionally, a com-

pany of 1-12 Cev roid a company of 2-5 Cav air assaulted into two likely 2.xc~\S 
~ 

of withdrawal, and the A/1-9 Cav infantry platoon was inserted into o..nother , 

n.rea, thus enabling the friendly units to take the offensive in blocking tho 

enemy• s retreat. As a result of the combined air and ground effort, the enemy 
•. 

lost one .51 caliber machine gim c:md an additioml 39 of their men were killed 

while attempting to withdraw. This brought the total to 103 enemy soldiers 

killed during their attack on Ike. 

Throughout the attack, flare ships, ShadCM, and AH-1G's from the 2d Bn, 

20th Artillery (Aerial Rocket .Artillery) combined their fires with those of 

the fire support base as well as supporting artillery firesf'rr.t:: FSB' s Grant-, 
, . . 

Jamie, Carolyn and St. JJarbara, Gnd .ARVN' lixty from Vicky o.nd Cart>lJl!l. During 

the fighting three anti-aircraft positions went into action but were enga,eed 

by the aircraft they fired on plus artillery on FSJJ Ike which was fired by 

sighting through the breech Gnd aligning the bore on the tr~cers of the .51 

c8J.iber machine guns. It was not determined whether the ruiti-aircraft posi-

tions were dP.~troJ"Ga, bu~ two 0£ thl;! ~.:.a.po~ consPd £iring after they were 
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,gaged by friendly fire. .Artillery from Ike alone fired 3 J3ee Hive rounds, . ' 

/ 42 ICM rounds, 2 white phosphorous rounds, 589 High Explosive rounds, 126 

I Illumination ro~: to make a total of 762 a.rtilleI? rounds that were e:xr 

pended by A/1-77. other artillery fired 1900 rounds. E/2-5 Cav mortars fired 
' 

1400 rounds. Three sections of Aerial Rocket Artillery, which consisted of . ' 

6 Cobras, expended on station. Also, 2 Shadow aircraft were employed along 

with 4 fla.re ships. The terrific fire power from small a.rms and automatic 

weapons from the 2-5 Cav on the FSJ3 coupled with the pi:eviously mentioned fire 
. ' 

support crushed the enemy attack. By 0355 hours, the base was no longer re-
. ' ' 

ceiving indirect fire and the attack was over. However, at 0445 hours, the 

fire base received a short burst of JJ{-47 fire from the east from a sniper. 

The sniper was silenced by A/1-77 direct fire. At 0615 hours in the morninr,-, A 

1st J3de·~ I:'SYOP aircraft was on station and broadcasted a surrender appeal to 

the evading enemy forces. Shortly thereafter, at 0645 hours, US Forces on 

FSD Ike found 3 NVA soldiers that had been hiding in bunker number 3 on the 

northeast side_ of the perimeter where the heavy fighting had taken place earlier 

in the morning. The 3 prisoners were found in an extreme case of fright and 

evidently got as far as the bunker and gave up feeling that death was imminent 

if they continued on. Two other IJt' isoners were later captured who were wound-

ed and found outside the perimeter. 

The final results of the action were as follows: 1 US KIA (a cook on the 

northeast side of the perimeter), 11 US WIA,103 NVA KIA, and 5 P&. In add-

ition to enemy personnel losses, US Forces captured or destroyed the following 
, ' , 

cnst!y equipment: 11 AK-47's, 8 J3-40 rocket launchers, 1 B-41 rocket launcher, 
' ' 

1x.30 caliber ran.chine gun on wheels, 1 K54 pistol, 30 AK-47 magazines, 
I ~ J "' 

500 small arms rounds, 2x10-lb. sha:ped chnxges, 1 NVA field phone, 51 Chicom . , 

grenades and 28 RPG rounds. Since the FSB attack, additional enemy bodies 

and incidental items of equipment and w:nmunition were found neax the FSB and 

{_of\! Fl() 1~€ //T vl L 
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.ong the enemy withclrawaJ. routes, undoubtedly related to the attack. 

A n'Ulilber of reasons were evident for the overwhe)~ing defeat of the NVA. 

( The two primary reasons were the fantastic firepower displayed by the US 

Forces and poor coordination on the p;i.rt of the enemy. In the first plaoe, 

the sapper elements that were supposed to have :penetrated the northern and 

western sectors of the :r;erimeter were un.,~ble to accomplish their mission be" 
~ ' 

cause the sapper element that hit the ea.a~ section began prematurely, 

thereby d~sclosing the enemy intentions and alerting the US Force~ within the 

fire base. As a result of their early discovery, the rema:ining sapper and 

infantry elements could not :penetrate the perimeter because of the overwhelm" 

ing firepower unleashed from FSD Ike. The elements that did man.."l{:·e to pene-

trate the perimeter went directly to the mess hall (possibly :indicated a lack . . 
of :intelligence about the FSB's layout). Several questions arise from this. 

It is generally felt that the NVA is suffering from food shortages. Could 

this have been a break in discipline to alleviate the hunger pangs? Or was 

the assault on the mess ho.11 a result of poor training? The poorly coor~ 

inated attack could possibly be linked to poor training if one remembers that 

the 271st Regiment received very heavy casualties from the J3a.ttle of l3inh Long 

Province in August of 1969. Could this attack have been an extremely costly 

training mission for green NVA soldiers? Consideration must also be given to 

President Nixon's speech on Vietnam policy which was delivered on 3 November. 

This attack could have possibly been moved up to coincide with the speech 

which could explain the poorly coordinated attack and why the enemy completely 

bypassed ARVN-occupied fire support bases located further to the north near t:re 

Cambodian border. In any event, this attack was the sixth ground attack 

against Fire Support Dase Ike in six months and was the sixth successive majar 

defeat for the enemy. FSB Ike has cmd cont:inues to severely hD..IIIp3r enemy 

operations in Wa:r Zone c. 
11 
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