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FS:3 Il:e (XT 330719), a 1st Ca.val:cy- Divin ion FSB located in Centr::'al 1Tax Zone 
1 C, 1m.s attacked by elerents o.f the 9th VC Division on tl1c rri.cht of 3-4 ~T01T­

er.1ber 1969. FSJ3 Dee, currently· ogcupied by t..'1.e 2d Battclion, 5th Cavalry 
.s.nd a battery of the 1st Ba.ttrW.ion, 77tI1 Field .1U::tiller,1,~, has received ~our.a. 
attacks at least sL"'C tines in the p:::-cceedinc six 1::orrths, not to include llUD­

erous :.ndirect fire ha;::·rasinc a:~taclrn during the sc.L1c :?er,iod. Sime the }.-,;. 
lTove:;:;ibcr attack, a thorough analysis of all avcilable inforrilation hc.s been 
r.ia..de in an effort to reconstruct the emqy nover.nnts am to yrovide lessons 
lo~·red. for application in :future operations. Tl10 folloui.Db sur:nary is based 
on ::in analysis of prisol):}r of war interrocation re::;iorts, trail :10venent by 
ground ancl air resources, captuxecl docurrents, Oil files, ener:\T histo:r~r, and 
irifo.rr12.tion available :D:'om ru(j1er headqua;t"t?rs. 

I. BACKGROUND .AND PRE-ATTACK 

J\. Tu.ring October, elerrents of the C95 Reconnciss a.nee CoB_!)acy- of' the 
9th VC Division thorouenl.:r reconncd FS:S Ike rurl the surrounding area to, in.­
elude FSJJ 1s Barbara (XT 364600) a.nc1 Grant (XT 368625). In ea;rJ"l October 
while tl~ 272d Reeiment was opera:tir:ie in Wo;r Zo.:18 C, the 271st Reginnnt 
began its rove westward fron Binh Wl'lg Pr-evince into the Fisbhoo'.: area and 
evenrual.ly into eastern and central War Zor.e C. 

:B. Awr0"..ci.r..ai13ly 15 October, srr1eJ . ..1 e lera3ntr. o: the 1st "Bal;tolion rnd 
the C20 Signal Compru1,Y" of tl1'! re ci.mnt ·Here a.et-ectcd vicini t~r XT -1477 • 
8-10 kiloneters mrthea.st of FS3 r::e, probab~r con(k,c·cinc7 reconnnissan.ce 
of base areas a,,."1Cl es·l;ablishinc ce.che si+,es 1.nc1 trailn to i:::re:_;are for the :-o­
cicent to r.nve fa:r·ther south into ~-T~ Zam c. Dilr:.nc tr.e ln.st i;.;ceJ: in O:::t­
obcr, the 3d :Sa'c~ali::ln :mcrred into 2.;os::_ tions vicini t~- X'.:' ,;474 1.rl.1cre tl1e 1st 
Jhttalion had previously reccr..ned. ':2he re[>inentol lleadque:::-fors re::ic.incr1_ tn 
the nartEl wl th securit~r cle1"T-nts :fron t'.<C 13JC I3ri.ttalion. T~e 2d Ilat"!::a.lion 
r10ved to a base a;t"ea vicinit.r ~IT 47:3. The T28 Sr..p'~'.'.' :::3atttl5.on, prev.~.cusl~r 
known as t.'1e T95 S::q;rcr :Battclion of the 9,ch VG Di'1ti8ion, had alre ai:10~ mo•reri. 
from its base area in C:cnbodia to o. bnsc n;::ec. vicinit~,. XT ,1187. 

c. At 1.100 hOLX'S on 2 :;ovc r1bC:C' thu ·:r 20 0c-})n0t' lo. ttal:Lon lof't i tr: bcuie 
::iron (XT 4187) anc"l ua.lked sotJ.th f'ar cij1~ hours to onotmr 1J0.::ic a::en (X'.2 3778) 
where it joired tho 2d :Sn 271st re gt at 23)0 hoci.rs. The infc.ntr,y batt&lion 
had left its bc.se a;r·ca x:1 (1703) or::rlier tJ1e scne n.f'ter."loo~ r,;;1(1 had ~rived 
at tro new base area t:'.!.')!l'.'Oxinatcl~r t:i.c se,.r:.P. tinr. n.s t'1e sapp:>rs. 'J1e t:~ro :.:1lits 
rested in ce:parn.te but close n;.:-c as for thenich~ ;bile -~he co;_:,'"'Jri.nders fi!1.."l­
izcd the plarJ.S r·or the attac::. The rien 0: the ~1:-~ ts 1r-rc told. t!1C\'- •icrc .=;o::_nc: 
to attack the !.J.'B:::'ica;·1 ba::ie ::i,t the 'A-2 Point' 3.:Jct t.1:.:ct, n,f'ter ~he rittC'-cl: ',ms 
ouoccf..lsf'ul, t~1os· 110t.1.l<l reJw.r!1 ~o 1'~or711 Victn.c..l~·l fo:r.'" a rec-t. 
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~~. S..111.C r~2S S.~:\p:')n~G cstoJ.:: l~~S~1ei1, (1, ~p -:,~}~O::i ·:.~~~·!;nl:~ ~} r;Q m;J~z;::s m:rt11 of 
!'..:e, I'"\~, .. , .l.;11.e 2-~lf."."'.ntr.~~ 1JA"'-~t.'."'.lir.:.:1 cot :::~!' it~ GI' ?.)C' ,r.1~;:::~s ~--ortl-: 0: ~:~'J ~-')::,. 

~o:,.1~··11.;~:1~,C~.:tir::.:.1 ir.~:::c ":rC.O St't·:.rj.,: ~o7~P!"' f'.J!n '.:;:,c :J..~~~:~ ~:.~ ,~ .. l:~o 7: 1:" t;·~o +:::~-r~~:-, 

o~.st, :iJ.i«l \-rest si,.1.cs o'? the .f':tceC~ . .,JJ~: so t>~ :ir'.'.;"TCsri ":": _!i:G 1:r>~-tlc ·'?~.:ld ~~re 
rc:rio:::-~:;c'.3. to the h0,tt9l:or Cl' 1s and coo::~ri,i::.~:~io:: cr:ulrl. h; ~:::~:::'.:2.i:1cd ,.,t, ,.,1.1 
·c~r:en. 

II. 

A. 
~m:cc to he ~ooi tiawd 0~1 tb.c: :~~~1, r:.9,s~:, ~nd ,.rnf1·C r:..i.0.cs of t.~1r:• FS~. D: .. u:-irc 
o.n int:J rmc .;_,_'1r.1ic"".'e ct f:Lre 2, t-t~'.cl: the sa.::~")c:.:- u!'...i ts 1.JC:~c to b:re r,ch tb.c rer :i.ro te:r. 
:L'ron cll th ... 1"E'c sides.. .~ the first ·;r..,,ve of scnm~s res.oho~ the ::3'S~ p-:;riro-:::::~ 
tl1c 2a wave (also three grou:Ds of i 6) w;-.s to n,~'.;-b~c~: in sL1:rro:·t. T'.1.c sc.,:p:-c:rs 
·~"'e J-o f'i· --*' ,_ the~.,,. 1·"" ,.,. to ,_i.,,c ce 1"ter .... -:-- +i,.... f'" ,,,.,,~ ..,.,.e P·C ,.,,,... -1-1...e ,."",... re O'' ,.,,,., .,; ze W\...i-'- lJ .... G-L.&.ll .j,.a; ..1.,,.1... iC..UtJ .. ~1J.! .. ,. u~ \J.;..,t'_; .:~J...~ ..... L;·--·Jo •.. .i: .;..)...-1- i.A,lL ...... vv, ,.1..ui...~..c .... - ' 

run sto.rt f'ichtinc t.J-ieir 1·ra:r out. .a.s soon us the C::8Jl]!Crs had broac.he(l th0 
::_)Crireter c.ncl had :-:nved to the center of the firebase, the 2d13r/271, or. r:. 
pre-arranged signal, was to attack fro:; 711e sa,.i:£ three sides usirig E;J.O and 
341 's, .AK-47 's, and ri>eposi tiored na.chire gun fire. 

13. Indirect fire su;:i'1ort 1m.n to be provided b:t the hcA:vy vieapons elc­
r.l3nt of' the 2dBrl271 nnd b~,. elernnts of the 22d Artille~.r &. Indirect 
fire support was to include 82IJI!l m::>rta:cs, GJmn r.-.orta;r:s, 107rma rockets and 57I!ln 
Recoilless !.'ifles. In ad.di tion, the sappers ~re to e:"l.Illo~.,. :B'10 and 134·1 
rocket launchers, hand c;renades, arrl satchel ch.:;;:-~s. '.lhe fires were to 
begin at 2330 hours bit were delayed r:iore than an hour while the sap~r 
anl infantry cor.~anies ciQt into position for the attack .. 

a. To s t.:p:ple n:e L ~ the 0th er f'ire sup ~·or t and to take pres sure 0 ff the 
ground LU1i ts, an elennnt of· tho 24th Anti-aircraft bc;t.tcl.ion, cl.so of tho 
9th VC Division, provided at least t..'1...~e • 51 t~::ilibe:r ::1achine .:runs. '.Lbecc 
c,ur.s i·!Cre pre:posi tiored o.Tound the FS~ .100 -:o 10IJO re"'::ers out fr on the 
pcrireter in the narth, no!'.'th.1-tJst an:1 northen.o-t directio:-m. D~u·inc the 
at-l;acl:, the QJ.; '"1 u:n:e to shoot down 1JS "..i.rcr<J.f+, and a:ttrac·-'.; ftttent:i.0~1 o.vrr;J 
f:ro::J. the :pre selec"b;:d w:i. thd'.t'awa.l route. 'l):_i.rin..'.:\' the attack, tne 1·ie a'1ons ,jjre 
to cha.r:iu~ locations rerio -~ ·~ -,;.1,y to a~roid detection e.n:1 destruction. 

D. Afte:: overrunnine the FSE, killine all of the A:irericans, and con.­
.fiscating all of the available equipment, the rren 1·iere to regrcup to the noi:th 
at tl.ieir·bnttalionCP's, 150 :ireters and 250 reters north 01· the FSB for with­
dl:avJal to the previc:us night's base areas. The CP 1s were to ·wait for jJ nin­
u ttl s af'b3J: the a tt Ml~ and then be gin th~ wi thdra.wal. Guides l'J.ld J?Oi~·t;e:i: s vrere 
to be left behind to escort and carry the wounded and sixagglers back to the 
staging area. 

III. COIIDUCT OP ATTA.CK 

.A... During th.e attack only or:e sapper team a.cillally breached the pel:ir1eter 
on the nar·th side of the FSB. Unde:::: the inwnae indirect fire, the 16 man 
te@ destr:'\Jy:.i,l t'·in 1:r'.nkers on -:he beru and got into the ki tahen anl cooks' 
sleeping :areas. llie battalion cooks pnd other m3n on the north side l.13 t -;;he 
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sa:p:pers in the area where the perireter was brt'ncl1ed c. . .nd, wit..11 the hel:!' of 
di:i.:ect-1'5.l:e artillery and tho FSil 1s (}lick Reaction Fo:i:ce, destr'o.;recl the 
pc~tratir..g erer.w force. In fact, all 16 bOd.ies o:;: the north-side sap~r 
fore'"' <.P.J.:e farnd dead in.side or on the bern the follow.i.ng r1ornin0.. Due to 
t5-n5 .. n['.', the so,pner teams on the east and i-t}St sides W:!:t:'e discove:reu ;JJ...'t:Jl.1atl'..rely 
w!:1en the at-tack on the north siue ale:r:teu. all of the u.efeoo.ers .. Conscq_nently, 
the sa1):pers on tha east and 1..est siues were destroyed b'fifore they could be 
effective. So.r:B 271st i.n.f'cnt~ri;-i3 n reD,ched the ber.r;, on tL.o ~'lortllside, 'Ju.·~ 
all 1m:.-e killed, rcutcd or rende:::-ed ir:ef.foctive after the sp.ripcr a~tack. 'I\ro 
of' ~, infantr'y;:~n z.Jl:J mee of the survivi.ng sap_:iers were captLl.red on the 
riort.)side of the FSB. With the attack so obviously unsuccessful, the cmr:\l'­
began his withd.raual to the l'l0l.~tl1 ana. nortl1-narthca.ct 1i1ere he was rr.ot with 
further destruction tr'ying to £,"Elt back to his base a;reas. 

rT. SU1MARY A.HD A.UALYSIS 

,.\.. Fellowing is a.n anru .. ysis of.· so::-K~ condclerntio.ns as to 1rh.y tlio def'­
cnse '1as successf'uli. 

1. llie .attack wa3 :::.~oorJ,T co?rd.inawd. The 38.J?)Cr teo,;;is on the 
north side evid.e.ntl.;r reac.b.ed the bor;n ,;_:>rio.i:.' "'-i~' ;l;:o ·~c8JJS on the ea.st .::? .. nd '\/Ost 
sides, thereby sta.rtirJ.G the ai;tack ~-:io soon. :.11.is I.e::'t tho to r;;.m on the 
other two sides exposed, i~ffectb·e cu:1d. subsequentl,:,r des tro:/e".1. anl c1c.fGc t;erJ.. 

2. 1..s -:iie~r a.re txai.red to a.o, a,cl :is t.:1e~r have a.one o:i _p:."Dvi ous 
attacks, the sappers o.tta.cl~d. three bur . .kor·s on the aart!1 sid.e. T::10y cor:i­
r)le t:c ly destroyed or~, and pa;ctiall:t destroyed -bro ..,rith satchel chro.·~s or 
:B40 i·ounds. H01~ve:i:', the US troops had evacuate a the bLu1l:::ers because tl1cy 
1Je:t..'B full of water. The US t:.:-00,po were in 11osi tion alons the ber:.1 and. no 
casu.al:ties resulted from the c110my's destrL1c~ion of the bu.nl:crs. ~;h.en the 
sappers hit the buiiccrs, they gn.irnd no;,;hing an:l expooer'l. theuse1V'es to 
he a.vjr fX'i.e>nd.ly fire o 

3. The sup~)ortirig n;c-tillor;:; fires nvailablc .f.t'oJJ:l FS13 's Gr:ant, 
I3at'b<);t'u, end Vick,y, plus the direct fire fror.i FS:B Ike, destroyed tlP onerzy 
infa.n try ground at ta.ck be fore it began.. .iUso , two Sha.do-: r c.ir er aft rota w d 
over th.e ta.rcet a.:~ ., c1ong with J3lue r!a,"{;, Hight.lt.avk, and: f'la:r:eships to 
destroy the .51 caliber mac.hire eµ.ns and enenw infantry. along the 1roodlims 
arcu.nd Ike. The we .. 1thcr was ideal for r.J..c;ht flying condite._~'>.~ .. ~ and per·ni ttod 
full e1'l]_'.lloy.D&nt of all air assets. 

4. The irnlirect fire attacl:: ocean appro:i::D:iatelJ' at 0100 hou.rs 
n.ncl tlrn ground sapper attack materialized at 0210 :1ours. At 0 310 hours, 
11hen the er~.rr,v,. withdi=ew, th.e Pl?S-·5 railar detected the rotrea~i.r..g forces on 
the northeast sid.<:3 o.f tl10 FS:B. :.:11.;.f'l •rts the expected rOLlto of withdrawal as 
previollsly deterrnired at :Brigade am :Do.ttalion hcadquo.rtcrs. Durin.;; (~ho niGht 
afwr an analysis of' known bunker corn.plexe s, trail systems, :i.nc1 other· portir.ent 
intclli&<ence data, it was deter·r,1imd that the encntr w~ld xetreat to tl1c 
bunl:cr ~eo. northeast ar '~ot of FSB r:ce. Wl'J0n radar co11firwd tl1e r:1:we 
to the northeast, A 'lXoop 1/9 CAV, th.e XE/Kt..C, the a.rtillcry FO, end tlie 
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brigade scouts were OO=·iefe·d an this situation. Early morning weather con­
diti.ons 1-iere perfect and all ava.ilsble air resources were directed over the 
:predicted routes of withdrawal at f':Lr-st lig..lilt. A cor:!'any of' "the 1/12 Ca.v 

I and a cor.1po.i-:\J· of· the 2/5 Cs;v· s,ir-as:A¢. ted into two likely wi tl1drawa.l areas, 
and iiie A 1/9 infantry plat.oo!l was insermd into another. As a result of tho 
co.J.binod ab: and l}.'·ou.nd e::."fort, the enenw lost ore .51 caliber machine £).l.n 
and c..n. o . .:3.ditio:-i.al 33 ~n killecl 1·1hile attei:1pting to wi th.tlraw. 

:s. The final results of the aotion 1;ere af3 .follows: 1 US ICTA, 11 1JS 
ilIA, 99 lYA Ia.A., and 5 lWA PW1s. In addition to enercy pcrsorinel losses, US 
forces co.;p·:nred. or destroyed the followine C(J.Uipmnts 15 ..AK-47 1s, 8 l340 
rocket launchers, 2 :s41 rocl::ct launchers, 1 .51 caliber r:1acbine cun, 1 heavy 
.30 ccJ..ibor. ;;Jach.inc gun on 11hccls, 1 .AK-50 (dest), 2 IG4 pistols, 30 1\JC-47 
.r.18,gazines, 1000 s/ .. A.. rounds, 2 10 pow1d shaped charges, 1 INA radio, ond 1 13).r.:n 
.uiortar ammLmi "tio n cac!:e. 

C. Since the FSJ3 a.ttad:, acl:lii..i.onc,l eneqy bodies an:.l other imident8l 
itens of equipr."Dnt and o,r.11W.11.i. tion have been f'ou.'.ld rear tlie FSB 3.nd n,lo~1G the 
eneqy uithclrawal route. ~h.ese ;vere llnd.oubtodly also related to th~ o.t-'uc..cX. 
The total encr.w casllal tics O)A.l eqll::~puent losses wben oo:o_po;r:ed ·to the li~t 
US losses certainly reflect me of the 1r::t Cavalry Divisio.ns i:10st succecsful 
defenses ac;ainGt suc.!i a l~ge erer:~/ for·ce. 
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