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ATTACK CN FSB IKE 34 NOVAIMBER 1909

FS3 Ite (XT 330719), a 1st Cavalzy Divislon FSB located in Central Var Zone
C, was attacked by clerents of the Oth VC Division on the night of 3=/ Lov
erber 1969, FSB Ike, currently occupiecd by the 2d Battelion, S5th Cavalry
and a battery of the 15t Battalion, 77th Field Artillery, has received grourd
attacks at least six times in the preceeding six nonths, not to include nua-
erous ndirect fire harrasing atbacks during the sazme neriod, Since the 3.4
Joverher attack, a thoroush anslysis of all available information has been
nede in an effort to reconstruct the enermy moverents amd to provide lescons
learred for application in future operations. The following summary is based
on an anglysis of prigérer of wer interrogsation renorts, trail roverent by
ground and air resoureces, cagptured docurents, OB files, eneny history, and
informgtion gvaillable from hisher headquarters,

I. BACKGROUMD AND PRE~ATTACK

4, During October, elements of the €05 Recomaissance Commany of the
9tk VC Division thoroushly reconned FSB Tke and the surrounding area to ine :
clude FSI's Barbara (XT 264680) and Grant (XT 368625). In early QOciober
wvhile the 2723 Regiment was operating in War Zone C, the 271st Regirent |
began its move westward fron Birh ILong Province into the Fishhoo: area and
eventually into eastern and ceniral War Zone C.

B. Approximately 15 October, small clerments of the 1st Baltalion -nd
the C20 Signagl Company of the recirent were detected vicinity XT 4477
8-10 kilome ters northeast of FS3 Ilm, probably conducting recomaissance
of bace areas and eshablishine cache si*es apnd tralls to nrerare for the re-
glent to move further south into War Zore C. During the last weel: in Col- ‘
ober, the 3l Battalion moved into positions vieinity XT 2474 where the 1st
Battalion had previously reccnned, The regirmental headquerters reiagined to ‘
the north with security clerents fronm the 1zt Battalion. The 24 Batitalion
moved to a base area vieinity XTI 4773, The T28 Sapyer Battalion, previcusly
known as the T95 Sapper Battelion of the 9t V2 Division, hed already moved
from its base area in Carmbodia %o o base aren vicinity XT 4107,

Co At 1400 hours on 2 Ilgverber thy T 28 Sgoper Babttalion left its
’xrr N , 5
area (XT 4187) and walked south far cisht hours o another base area (X2
tali

y

vhere i1t joired the 24 Bn 2T71st regt at 2200 hours. The infantry battalion .
had left its bese area XU (4783) carlier the same afbernoon ~ad had arrived {
at the new base area crwoxinaiely the same time ac the sappors. The tuo units 5
rested in ceparate but close areas for thenishy +hile the commanders finnle

ized the plans for the attaciz. The men of the uniis were told ther vexe oolng !
to attack the Arexican base ot the 'A-2 Point' and thot, after *he nbbacl was i

o
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suceessvl, they would return %o Iorth Vietnom for a rect,

RN

’
It v -
Do About 1800 hours on 3 ovarber, +ie sanrors deraried Hhe shasing
e . 1 iqdel - . . K - - » - 1
erea, and noved south-couthwest for mix hours 4o an asserblr moint auog 200
. "~ R POl U sha J . 3 PURER) - . y
g(ait%‘s(m:_;npo; R JI_LO.. After piving dw soprors o one hour head-ntart, the 1
3n 271 left the astasine aren %o follow anrl Join Sho saprers of the agseihls

area north of the FSI,” TRe 40 batbalic in had wadiss “rintained radlo
. X . SRR S O S S SRR X 3 ~ sonhe Uldee S h- ,(\.7. ™
silence during the move,
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AG. Dhe 720 Sapmers esholliched o OP anwroizintelr 150 mpiers nerth of

4

the infaniey battalion set up iio O 250 'winws rorth of tho T3,

I B 2 2 I A R
Sortminigation wire waos gshruns hetmen the i uniis ol ploo o the norihy,
S H £ £2.3 ., Eo ~ N 5 | Fade .
cont, ~d wwet cides of the fivelane so the rro-~ress of Zhe hetdle 1 e
I B 4 4. 4a .4 * s B AL d
reported to the hattelion CP's and coordinetion conld he nininte ~21

CiTES.
IT. PLAL OF ATIACK

A The nlan for the oftack wae as followos Three 15nan sopnor teons
wmre te he rositicred on the nomth, ecasty, and west oldec of the TSZ, Durirg
on intonse indirect fire atinch the sarper uni’s 1exe 40 breach the perireter
from all threec sides. 4s the Ffirst vave of sgprers reached the PSD porirpebeor
the 2d wave (also three groups of 16) wes to0 athacl in support. The saprers
were o fight their way to the center of the firebase ncar the X0, reorgeaize,
ad stoart fighting their way oubt, 4As soon as the cappers had breached the
nerireter and had roved to the center of the firehase, the 2dBn/271, on o
pre-arranged signal, was to attack fronm the sare three sides using BAO and
341's, AK~4T's, and prepositiored nachime gun fire,

De Indirect fire supnort was to be provided by the heavy weapons cle-
rent of the 2dBn/271 and by elerments of the 224 Artillery Ba., Indirect
fire suppnort was to include 82rm rortars, f0m rmortars, 107mm rockets and 57m
Recoilless R{fles. In addition, the sappers were to ermloy BAC and B4
rocket launchers, hand grenades, and satchel charges. The fires were to
begin at 2330 hours Wt were delayed more than an hour while the saprper
amd infantry corpanies got into position for the attack.

C. To supplemer.t the other fire suprort and to take pressure off the
ground uanits, an element of the 24th Anti-aireraft bottolion, also of the
9th VC Division, provided at least three ,51 ~aliber nachine suns, Thene
guns were prepoésitiored ground the FSZ A0 4o 1000 meters out from the
perireter in the north, northwest and northeast direetions., During the
ativaclzy the g were to shoot down TS alreraflt and attreet attention awny
fron the nreselected witharawal route, Muring the attack, tne weanons were
to change locations werio.i~~ily to avoid detection and destruction.

D. Aften overrumning the FSBE, killing all of the Americans, and cone-
fiscating all of the available equipment, the men were to regroup to the nocth
at their battalion CP's, 150 meters and 250 meters north or the FSB for with-
draval to the previous night's base areas. The CP's were to walt for 0 nin-
utes after the attack and then begin the withdrawal. Guides and poriers were
to be left behind to escort and carry the wourded and stragelers back to tne
staging area.

III. CONDUCT QF ATTACK

A. During the attack only ore sapper team actually breached the perineter

on the north side of the FSB. Under the iniense indirect fire, the 16 nman
team destroyad v hwrnkers on the bern gnd got into the kitchen and cooks!?
sleeping areas. The battalion cooks and other sen on the north side et the
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sappers in the area vhere the perireter was broacied and, with the heln of
dirvecterire grtillery and the FSB's Mick Reaction Fovce, destroyed the
peretrating erery force., In faet, all i6 bodies of the north-side saprer
force were found dead inside or on the berm the foliowing mornings. Due to
tirdng, the sapver teams on the east and west sides were discoverea nienaturely
when the attack on the north siue glerteu all of the uefenders. Consequently,
the sappers on the east and west sides were destroyed bafore they could be
effective. Sore 271s%t infaibryren resched the berw on the northside, but

all wexe killed, routed or rendered imeficctive after the sapper attacks Lwo
of the infontrymen cad three of the surviving saprers werc captured on the
nortyside of the FSB., With the attack so obviously unsuccessful, the cneny
began his withdrawal bto the north and nardi-noctheact vhere he was et with
further destruction trying to get back to his base areas.

IV. SUIMARY AD ANALYSIS

de Falloving is an analysis of scooe consideraticns
ense was sucecessfule
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1o The attack was pooxrly coordinated, The sapoer teaus on the
north side evidently reachpd the berm prior v die teons on the east and est
sides, thereby starting the atback too soon, Dhiis 1eft the teaus on the

other ftwo sides exposed, ireffective aud subsequentl; destwoyed amd defeated.

2, As they gre fraimed o do, and as they have done on previous
attacks, the sappers attacked threce bunmrs on the aorth side, Ty con-
pletely destroyed ore, ond partially destroyed two with satchel charges ox
B40 rounds, However, the US troops had evacuated the bunkers because they
were full of water., The TS troops were in position along the berm and no
casualties resulted from the cnemyts desiruction of fthe buniers. “hen the
sappers hit the bunkers, they gaired nothing and exposed thenselves to
hegey frienlly fire,
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3¢ The supvorting grtilleny fires availsgble from FSB's Grant,
Barbare, cnd Vicky, plus the direct fire from FSB Ike, destroyed the enem
infantry ground attack before it began. Also, two Shadowr sircraft rotated
over the target =3. slong with Blue liax, Wighthawk, and flareships to
destroy the .51 caliber machine guns and enenmy infantry, along the woodlires
around Ike. The weasther was ideal for night flying conditions and permitied
full employment of all air assets.

-

de The indirect fire attaciz began agpproximately at 0100 hours
and the ground sapper attack materialized at 0210 hours. At 0310 hours,
when the erenmy withdrew, the PPS~5 radar detected the retreaiing forces on
the northeast side of the FS3, This was the expected route of withdrawal as
previocusly determired at Brigade amd Rattalion headquarters., During the night
after an analysis of lnown burker complexes, trall systems, and other pertirent
intelligence data, it was determired that the erery woyld retreat to tiwe
buner area northeast ar west of FSB Ile. VWhen rader confirmed the nwove
to the northeast, & Troop 1/9 CAV, the AF/FAC, the srtillery FO, and the
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brigade scouts were briefed an this situation., Barly morning weather cone
ditions were perfect gnd all available air resources were directed over the
predicted routes of withdrawal at first light. A corpany of the 1/12 Car
and a company of the 2/5 Cav air-asgiglted into two lilkely withdrawal areas,
and the & 1/9 infantry platoon was inserted into another, As a result of the .
cobined sir and ground effort, the enenmy lost ore «51 caliber machine gun j
and an additional 33 men killed vhile attempting to withdraw.

3. The final results of the action were as followss 1 US KIA, 11 TS
WIA, 99 IVA KIA, and 5 IVA PW's., In addition to enemy persomel losses, US
foreces cgptured or destroyed the following equiprents 15 AK=-4T's, 8 B40
rocket launchers, 2 B41 rociet Lainchers, 1 .51 caliber ngciine gun, 1 heavy
.30 coliber machine gun on vheels, 1 AK-50 (dest), 2 K54 pistols, 30 MK~47
nagazines, 1000 S/A rounds, 2 10 pound shgped charges, 1 IVA radio, and 1 120m
nortar ammunition cache.

C. Since the FSB attack, additional eneny bodies and other ineidental
itens of equipient and grmmnition have been found reagr the F33B and along the
eneny vithdraval route. These were undoubiedly also related to the atlack,.
The total eneny casualtics and equipnent losses when compared to the light
US losses certainly reflect onc of the 1st Cavalry Divisions nmost successiul
defenses ageinst such a large ereny force.
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