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OPEftATl:ON FLYING fINN 

1. (U) l!TRODtlCTION: During the period 5-S jariuary 19Y,O., the :61 
Bet41.iorr (:AM), 5th Cavalry, 1st Cavalry Di vision, FOtJN[)1 FIXED, FOUGHl', 
(supported by TACAIR, B-52 strikes, Aerial Rocket Artillet'1 (ARA) and 
Helie.opt.er guhshipa) and FINISHID the 2d Battalion 95C Regiment, 9th 
VG Di Vision, plus portions of the 95C Regiment Forward CP, Rear 
SerViee Group elements and a sapper reconnaissance .element.. In 
addition, one of the largest ammunition cache sites ever found in 
War Zone "C" was destroyed l:::~ 7ACAIR and B-52 Banbers.. Th~ .site of 
the enga.g~ was North-Cent .. :-a.l T~ Ninh Province ~ XT fJ1<:17S4. 
At Tab A is a sohanati<; <lepicting the general locale. nde p•'\-t 
record~ th.~ princi~ ev«lts ap:i the results ~ t}lat acti~n an4 draws 
less~ tne:retrom~ 

2. (C) Goo;RAt 
~, In£'.t.t1.~oing Fe,Qtors-: 

- · (1 '} Missi~t At the t hie 4 t~i~ acti~ the l\ltssion of the 
2d BattaliQn {#.{).5th Cavalry, was to .conduct airmobil.e operations 
and groun(i r~®-ai.NaACe. ~peratio!}.s 'bo irlt~ct. em locate enemy 
forces and flestt~ ~- '1;>,a•ff.· ~s -and cache sit~ ~thin the 
Battalion'' a$$i~, a~ of ope~t.~G.'til.S (AO); ¥d to :pr1i>Vide security 
for Fire Support ~as.es C:JraB) Ike._.and ~1i aaroa-.It.9-· . ~·· 4 J'antlary 1l{l{J., 
A, B, and q canp~e.~ had been ~per@.t~ .·~-1 W"1~e:m. ·~ ZQne ·"0" 
vie tr 155820 in~ attempt to inter~~t the ·~~~eii l'lw of NVA 
men and suppU-e;$ fr~ Cambodia thr0ug;J:i War Zelle. 'ttei' t$ the ·Saigon 
Ar'3a preparato-ry to another TEI' offensiv~ against -the Vietnamese 
populace. While engaged in these oper'atiens in 40 llOSl!MARIE, 
an intelligence pictu":'e began to form Q4 kilameters to the East along 
the MUSTANG TRAIL, which indicated enemy movement southward along 
the MUSTANG TRAIL, toward FSB VICKY XT 403732 and FSB IKE rl' 344715. 
As the mission of the ~ Battalion (AM) 5th Cavalry called for 
the interdiction of enemy movement and the s eeurity of FSB !KE, B 
and C Comoames were quickly airlifted to AO FLYIOO FINN along the 
MUSTANG TRAIL. B comoany was inserted at LZ TAIPEI XI' 3S2B19, 
and C canpany ·was inserted at LZ BANGKOK XT 375770. B. c~uany 
established a seriee of ambush positions across the MUSI'.ANG TRAIL 
while C canpa.,iV waa inserted five ki~~rs to the SQUth to 
exploit a B-52 strike. The dca.y or 5 · l$'ll.at7 19'70 .found B and C 
eooipanies 1n0v:tng el•:ta' towatd ea:•l't athei' hi an a-t:t.-anpt. ·t'c locate 
the enemy forc~s reported to be in the area. 

(2) The Battlefield: This portion ef Wa:r Zone "C" is an 
alluvia.l plain with little variation in elevation. The majority of 
the plain is covered with single to triple can0py jungle, bamboo, 
and buffalo grass. Mobility through \he jungle is slow, but rapid 
movement can be .. made across the opan ~ields and al?ng.'. t:~e hard­
packed MUSTANG TRAIL. The weat'her during this per1~ $~s clear, 
warm and dry. Abaut 5% illumine.ti.cm was availatrle dtrt-ing th$ period 

-. 5-8 January 1970. Visibility was gsoo t:hi"G)Ughout-. 

(3) ~Opposing Forces : 

contact 
(a) Emmy: Documents captured during a sweep of the 

area identified the major enemy force to be thj 2d Battalion,·1 
GROUP 4' 
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950 Regiment; 9th VC Division. The strength of the 2d Battalion, 
95C Regiment, was estimated to be 250 men prior to its contact with 
the 2d Battalion (AM), 5th Cavalry. Based on the determined resis­
tance of the enemy, despite the gr0-• .:!.r,,• 1 air, 1 and artillery attacks 
mounted by the 2d Battalion (AM), 5 0!~ ';.-,'.'?alry and supporting air 
and artillery units, the morale of :hs :2d Battalion, 950 regiment 
a:ppeaxed high. Perhaps their rugged r~ ."i: 8nse was born of the real­
ization that they were surrounded wi ~·~- a.lmost all avenues of escape 
blocked either by elements of the 2d Battalion (AM), 5th Cavalry or 
its supporting fires. The enemy's supporting weapons included 
82mm mortars, and undetermined number of light machine guns, an 
undetermined number of B-40, B-41 rockets with launchers, a 75mm 
recoilless rifle, and an undetermined number of satchel charges. 
Based on the quantity of munitions found and the number of secondary 
explosions, it can be assumed that the enemy was caught in a staging 
base preparator;,r to attacks upon FSJ3 's IKE and/or VICKY. It should 
he kept in min.(~ i'.:iat the title 9th VC Division is a misnomer as the 
9th VC is nov' «•.~most entirely composed of North Vietnamese Army 
(NVA) personnelc 

(b) Friendly Forces. 
(1) The disposition of US/ARVN units in the 

vicinity of .AO FLYDTG FINN is shown at TAB A. 
(2) On 5 January ~970, Cr-Tilpa.ny D, 2d Battalion (AM), 

5th CavalT.y was committed to defensive o~e~ations at FSB IKE, Company A 
2d Battalion (AM), 5th Cavalry was committed to the defense of FSB 
ST. BARBARA :t..""T 275680. 

(3) Conn8ny B, ~d ~attalion (AM), 5th Cavalry 
:lad a to-~,o.,' ,:,· 113 :u:·~u (ir ._' . .:'dng p.,-··.n:, 2ents) with each platoon 
containi:r~g ::ill average of ~-, ·.: _ds-~:"'c El'~·: .. 

In ad.Jition to N-16 :r:lL,_,:;s, vrjJ.~-n. a ::iasic load of 16 to 20 
magazines, each platoon ha~ 3 M-72 light Antitank Weapons, 3 M-79 
Grenade Launchers, with a basic load of 80 rounds (50 high explosive 
and 30 sr.otgun), and 3 M-(-') :-:achinen..uJ~': with a basic load of 1000 
rounds pe:~ gun. In addition, each plat con carried 12 Claymore mines 
and each member of the platoon carrieu 4 fragmentation grenades, 
1 smoke grenade and 1 C~·S grenade. 

(4\ Cor';:iany C, ~ :Battalion (AM), 5th Cavalry, 
:~·.ad a total of 116 mer; (incl;i_ding a:.i · :!unents) with each platoon 
·ontaining an average nf 32 :.r:en. Wr:;c.~~~·0 ;,.s and ammunition carried 

•,.rere essentially the ·same as Company c· • . 

(5) Company D(-), 2d Battalion (AM), 5th 
Cavalry, had a total of 67 men (incl..11\']ing attachments) with each 
_t;latoon composed of ar averaga of 3·: ;,.::: 1. Weapons and ar:mrunition 
carried were essentialJ.y the same an tJom:panies B and c. The third 
platoon Company D did not participats iJ'.' the .. contact, although it 
, ·layed an important role in the def e ,·c of both FSB ST. BARBARA 
and IKE. 

( 6) Reconnaissar1c,e Platoon, Company E, 2d 
Bat·~alion (AM), 5th Cavalry had a total of 23 men (including attach­
ments) armed with 3 M-79 grenade 10~~~chers, 2 M-60 nachine guns, 
17 M-16 Rifles, and 1 Cal. 45 Pisto~., Each machine gunner had 1000 
rounds of 7 .62mm ammunition, each fP"P-: ::-,d.ier had 50 rounds of HE and 
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20 rounds of shotgun 40mn ammunitions Eb.ch rifleman carried from 15 to 
22 magazines of 5.56IIlI!l ammunition. The platoon cCITried 14 Claymore Mines. 
Eaeh menber of the platoon carried five fragmentation grenades and one 
smoke grenade. 

(7) 
area included: 

Non-org2.Ilic fire support available in the contact 
.A.RVN ART II~LERY 
FS.B CJIB'OLYN 
FSB VICKY 

US JOO ILL@ll 
FSB ST • 13.A.\CJ.IBli. 

FSB IKE 

FSB JAMIE 
JJil from Tay Ninh, 
available. 

2A/46 
C-1 

A/2/32 

c/2/19 
A/1/30 
J{/1/30 

15 minutes 

3 X 155mm 
6 X 105mm 

2 X 8 11 HOW 
2 X 175" HOW 
6 X 105mm 
3 X 155mrn 
3 X 155nnn 

away, 3 sections normally 

b. Chronological Sequence of Events 

5 January 1970 

0919 - Intelligence reports received from 1AC:O HQ through 1st .Brigade, 
1AC:O, indicated presence of an enemy elemGnt at XT 375787. Based on 
this further definition of the enemv's location within AO FLYING 
FINN, the Quick Reaction Force (Q.B?) at FSB IKE was ordered to 
prepare for a combat assault vie lC.1 376788 (2d Platoon, ComIRnY D 
was the ~;p consisting of one officer and 29 EM). 

1039 - 2d Platoon, Compe.1'.!y D inserted at 1.:r 376788 with the mission of 
ground reconnaisc2nce toward XT 3757s7. See schematic at TAB .B~ 
.Because the enemy could evade to the South, West, and Northwest, 
additional forces were required to establish his location. The 
Recon Platoon of Company E was at that time conducting ambush 
operations vie XT 357747. This platoon was alerted to move to a 
pick up zone (PZ) and pre9are for insertion into a triangular 
shaped LZ just south of the reported eneey location. 

1106 - Recon Platoon was inserted at xr 3737e.1 with the mission of Boving 
North toward the reported enemy location. An avenue of escape 
lay open to the West. To prevent this, the 1st Platoon, Company D, 
2d Battalion (.AM), 5th Cavalry plus tl!.e Company Command group was 
alerted to prepare for movement to XT 368784 at the end of a long 
crescent shaped LZ. 

1137 - 1st Platoon Company D and the Command group were inserted at X( 
368784. At this point, the only uncovered route of egress was to 
the Northwest. .Blocking fires across this route were planned a..~d 
placed on call. Recon Platoon W2.S made OPCON to CO, Company D. The 
.Command al d Control ship departed KP to FS.B ST Bl.R.Bli.RA to refuel. 

1321 - Recon Platoon repo~ted signs of recent movement to their South on 
a North South trail. 

1335 - 2d Platoon, Company D, reported trail movement to the South on a 
North South trail at XT 372788. 

1403 - Recon Platoon, Company E, reported contact with unknown size enemy 
force (USEF) at XT 372782. Recon Platoon received heavy small arms. 
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and :S-40 ~ires along 11ith hand grenades. The fire came from a 
bunker complex, which the platoon had inadvertently pen~trated. 
Striking first, the eneny took a toll of one KL\ from recon platoon 
and two WIA. These personnel were the point element. 

1404 - 2d Platoon, Company D, continued novement to the South while the 
1st Platoon, Company D and the CP group held a blocking position at 
XT 370783. 

1417 - 1illA lifted off from Tay Ninh to cori.e to the support of the unit in 
contact. 

1418 - 2d Platoon, Company D~ began to receive SA and AW and :S-40 fire. 
Recon Platoon was still in contact. 

1419 - The Recon Platoon reported that it could not reach its point element. 
"1421 - The Recon Platoon reported its total casualties as: one KIA, 4 WI.11., 

and two MI!;.. Medevac was put on standby and Company C was directed 
to move West to vie XT 374780. Now the enemy had been fixed but 
the Recon Platoon had become too heavily engaged. As a consequence 
considerable effort would be spent trying to extricate Recon Platoon 
from its close contact. 

1427 - A scout team, just reporting on station, began to search the contact 
area and received ground-to-:-:dr fire(GfJi'). 

1440 - Artillery blocking fires \Jere started to the SW of the contact area 
from XT 370770 to XT 365777. 

1445 - Two scout aircraft received. GiiF a...'1.d the Recon Platoon broke contact. 
1517 - CC sh5_:p made a low Jevel p?.3'; tl:D:'c'J_~h t:ite contact area to drop a 

case of smoke grenades to 21 TI~::.-L·.Jca~. C2Hrpany D. In so doing the 
CC ship received G~·J!'. 

1530 - 3rd Platoon, Company :r~~ -,,-,,,2 cr:i0::: .:~. ::.c· :-:;.:-ve South from its ambush 
position vie XT 3767•;7 :'_r• c_·;·'c_-;: ~:; :-"' C'.::,.:.lable to support the 
action, eit.her as c:~.1 -~--:_~i_~~C'.c-:.·1_ :-c:_',-g ·f'o~ce or to reinforceCo D. 

1540 - 2d Platoon, Compar:y J'. s:;.::-:::.:o;°'.i :::- c··;~ ~ .~:~-,__; ::.·c:sulting in four US WIA. 
1555 - USliF FAC came on sto;.~~ ;"1 'J1-t. ,::_~,,:; '_'J Y:-_c •ccximity of Recon Platoon 

to the enemy and the -r_,__,2-:; '- >.:; ~~'-'-~G·>: =;-•_;__t.'.;0:1_ now considered its 
point element missiLc--"_:.i-aC'.·s:,_0n, CJ' ~::_-:; ~:cike could not be :put in 
at that time .. 

16oO - 1st and 2d Platoons c< C'::ict:;;<~"Y :0 }--_:;_,:'_ ;__:.')r:e into the contact area 
with the standard ·;:~T1 Jo::;.'l v'~ ar.L°I'l'•5_-::-.::_,,:_.,o food and water. ·When it 
became apparcmt t\3,i; -'.:"'-,;Ls el'.J~,,,_,+_::; ;L:,J.cl not be withdrmm, a log 
bird was placed 0~1 ~c,1L In 2,iJi ~ion a 6+2 lift was put on call at 
Tay Ninh. 

1627 - 2d Platoon Comp2,;ny D, reported that the enemy was trying to evade 
to the East but was tu:cned back by friendly fire. 

1630 - In order to further define the limits of the bunker complex, 2d 
Platoon, Company c, was' directed to move West to XT 375782 and 
link up with 2d Platoon, Com:pany D. :Sy this 3d Platoon, 
Com·a."1y ::s, he,d moved South to XT 374788. This platoon was further 
directed to move a__n additional 200 meters to the South, at which 
location it became OPCON to Company D. 

1700 - At this point it was clear that an exceptionally large enemy force 
was fixed between the friendly forces. It was also a1)1)arent that 
the engagement of the Recon Platoon must be broken in order to 
permit the full application of available L.rtillery and Lir Power. 
Hanging like a dark cloud over the -02.-i;tlcfiold uc..s t~10 actual 
condition of the two I1IA from the Recon Platoon a:t1u the lmowledge 
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that the enemy was probably capabld of attacking the Recon Platoon 
and Company D(-) during the night. J .. t this time two platoons of 
Company D were away from FSJ3 IKE leaving it vulnerable to attack. 
Assuming the risk that FSB IKE could be def ended by one rifle 
Platoon, Headquarters eleeents and available artillerymen, a 
decision was made to commit Company B( - ) to the battle rather than 
return it to FSB IKE, 

1710 - Company B(-) was directed to final extract from XT 382799 and conduct 
a combat assault into the tr· LZ at XT 374780. 

1801 - A medevac was attempted a XT 374783 to remove wounded from 2d 
,-0 ,,.,, H.a ~ a/.,~Platoon, Company D. 1~: it '\i ing off it received a ~-40 in 

the rotor head. The aircraft fell to the ground. All' five crew 
UOClnA...d a.,J members were injured and one of the wounded was killed, as was a 
<la.' r: "j A~tkSsecond man who was pinned under the aircraft. 11 scout ship received 

y,..,,J,.. floe.' GAF but was able to recover at FSE IKE. 
1810 - li..dditional medevac aircraft were requested to standby. 
1830 - Company B(-)completed its combat assault into the triangle LZ. 

3rd Platoon, Company B hit a trail which it thought was due South 
when it actually ra.n to the SE. Following the trail, this :Platoon 
arrived at the triar~1 ~ LZ in time to join its company. Company B 
now advc:nccd· pronptly iii the direction of tho Recon .Platoo:n. 
Moving swiftJ.y along ·i;he Horth ea.Ge of the triangle LZ, Company B 
begc>.n to close on the location of the Recon Platoon. As it neared the 
Recon Platoon, Company B be~an to receive ~W and B-40 fire, vie 
XT 3'10783. At the sane time Medevac 14 attempted to extract the 
crew of Medevac 15 but suffered a blade strike. The aircraft was 
able to fly to XT 393808 with negative casualties and the crew 
were extracted from there. 

1900 - Com111ny B closed at }~ 372781 to within ten meters of Recon Platoon 
and began to rece5.ve ~ 1 ?.T'.d :S-40 fire from bunkers to the North and 
Northwest, resul tfo.~~· · z - • ~- ~-~3 VI l11 who lied at 2 015 ho1ll's • 

1904 - A flare ship caNe oD ,,- could not be used because flares 
would silhouette the _;_ , · . · ___ : ;_: '·: .. . ~-~·-·con Platoon and Company B • 

1943 - Medevac 26 was able:. :.:.- .. ,.•. · c· ::_vi,jti.red from the site secured 
by 2d Platoon, Comro:.·. · .<.'·:'.'-. ';,"'. Y·-~·-.:.- .;·_ --) at XT 375783. 

1947 - Shadow (AC-119) car:·- :· :·· .. __ : ___ , '_,_-:_ ·:,·,.2.'.l. i:.:it be used until Recon 
Platoon coul_d be F' · 0 ~. ~ic.'c~:. :~l·o:>.22'..,- a3:;iBted in the blocking fires. 
See TAB C for grc-x1d. ._,,:..:iS·c.'!ET a:nd dispositions of units on 5 Jan 70. 

2100 - Company D(-) reported it had withdrawn to the West and disengaged. 
2110 - Based upon intellegence reflecting a serious threat to FSB IKE the 

Brigade Connnander moved Company A to FSB IKE from FSB ST. B.A.RBA.RA 
and pulled 3rd Platoon, Company D from FSB IKE to FSB ST. BllliBARA. 

2135 - The above moves between IKE and ST.· BARBARA were completed. The night 
wore on with Company B, Recon Platoon, and Company D(-) reporting 
enemy movement trying to find a clear path through the US forces 
and the blocking fires. Morning found the enemy still in place. 

2215 - The final medevac was completed. 
2225 - The Command and Control ship returned to FSB IKE and was 

released until first light on 6 January 1970. 
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6 Januar.t 1fJO 

0615 - Before first light, Company B reported that the enemy was trying to 
break out of the contact area. Additional artillery was ~laced to 
block this movement and the c:~ ~.::-.. c movement retreated to the North. 

0625 - Two NVA were seen trying to 1:, : ,, the We.st. They were engaged 
with small arms, resultin!.: j; ;-('TA KIA. The other NVA was not 
found. 

0721 - Company 13 was directed to li:c·~L.· .. ,· 11ith Recon Platoon aid assist in 
its withdrawal to the triangL · ,'!:. ~ 

0801 Company C ani. 2d Pl2toon of Cor2;:;3Jl:'. :1J were directed to move to. the 
East to prov~de additional cleci.rance for a."1 air strike and to 
facilitate medevac. for two lightl:r -::vounded men who had been hit 
on the pre·;·ious day. 

0817 - A 11 elems:1 ts were pulled back to ~;o:!:'Illi t an airstrike. As Com:pany C 
withdrew L,,~ enemy engaged with :::1:;all 2l'lllS fire and ap:pea:reii to be 
trying to · :i..i_ni:;ain contact ir_ ·~0:;.::i2r 0c0 avoid the airstrike. Compaey 
C set staJ'";::,ehind ambushes to insure that the enenr.r was diHengaged. 

·. <.:5 - Company B was out of contact and Company D(-) was ready to receive 
resupplies. 

0845 - Compa.11.y 13 reported that Reccn Platoon had almost closed on their 
location, carrying 5 WIA from Re(>:m and one KIA belonging to Company 13 • 

0852 - Company 13 r2r<:>rted ·V lat the 2 H:U. ·oelonging to Reoon Platoon were in 
fact KI1'- and. :;r it I\.c.;:;on :n_C;,ts·~;., .~a.cl. lir.L1 ~ed up with Company 13. 

:)857 - Company B cno. the Recon ?la·.;0.JD. .~cc:.ched ·i;he tri<lllgle LZ. 
t)921 - Company B a.11.d the Recon Platoon were ready for the airstrike to begin. 
0915 - Company C reported that the medevac site used the previous evening 

was secured 2nd could accept r1edev~c :1elicopter. 
C'917 - Company B reported seeing one ~TVA evading to the East. 
0940 - Company B received log af- -rne ·1-:st end of the triangle LZ. 
0947 - Medevci/; e;<:tracted all WiA 's at Company B's location. Log bird 

went into Company C's 10cation with log and extracted two KIA. 
0952 - Check fire imposed by Medevac was lifted by Battalion Commander. 
1005 - ArtillGry shifted to the Northwest to permit airstrike. '") 
1015 - First airstrDu: st.:c.l'Jc~ed. (/:'·· ,_,,,. .. Y J'cf"S l=-Lf ~ -/41> / 
1025 - Ai:rstrike completed. 
1025 - Company D's Commanding Cffker reported secondary explosions on six 

of v:iCht passes. So1md like 8'.?mn mortar rou..11.ds and B-40 rocket 
heads exploding; 

1035 - Second airstriJrn started. Company B and Company D reported secondary 
explosions on each pass plus small arms cooking off. 

1045 - Second airstrike completed. 
1059 Co:rmnand and Control ship breaks for POL. 
1104 - Third airstrike started. Small arms continued to cook off, 

secondary explosions occurred on eacll. pass. Two aircraft dropped 
napalm on last ?8..'11". producir.e; {m5e secondary eXplosions. Smoke 
column rises 400 feet above jungle canopy. 

1122 - Third airstrike completed. 
1125 - Company C received more log. 2d Platoon of Company D extracted to 

FSB IKE. 
1130 - Company B reported fi.1'lding a sto~o of 82mm mortar rounds and fuses 

i.'l'l bunker comple~r. near sou~h qdge of triangle LZ. 
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1156 - Command and Control ship· made smoke rim. to Company B. 
1219 - F.ou.rth airstrike started, secondary explosions on each pass. 
1231 - Eou.rth airstrike completed. 
1245 - Fifth airstrike started. :Gight of ten passes caused secondary 

1255 
1305 

1313 

, 

13~9 

1340 
1343 
1410 
1415 
1430 
1450 

explosions. 
- F.ith.airstrike completed. 
- Battalion Commander and S-3 conferred with Colonel Joseph E. Collins, 

the 1st Brigade Commander at FSE IKE. 
- Company D was directed to stay West of bunker complex. Company C 

was directed to move on 250 degree azinru.th to begin sweep of contact 
area. 

- Company B moved forwaru s.nd engaged and killed one NVA with small 
arms fire. 

- Battalion Commander and S-3 airborn again over contact area. 
- Company B reported movement to the front. 
- Company B killed five JN.A while sweeping bunker complex. 
- Recon Platoon moved in to recover its three KIA's. 
- Recon Platoon fmmd its three KIA and three NVl:.. KIA beside them. 
- Company B found numerous B-40 rounds end B-40 packs in the contact 

area. 
1456 - Company B made visual contact with Company D(-). 
1500 - Company B and Company D(-) manuevcred on one NVA seen walking a.round 

in a daze. 
1502 - Cc:;rpwy B reported one lNii. Kll. 
1507 - Comp&l;\T B killed one NVJ:.. and captured. one 11.K-47. 
1510 Company B ·killed two NYA. 
1512 Company B engaged one NVii. in a bunksr with grenades, resulting in 

one J\ll!A KIA and a secondary explosion. 
1515 - Compa.."'1y B found two N7A killed by airstrikes. 
1520 - Company B found two KvA killed by airstrike in bunker due to secondary 

explosion. 
1521 - Compa11y B coptured o:'le GKS rifle and one RPD LMJ. 
1523 - Company B k:~lled c~e S:7ii.. 
1526 - Comp211y D(-< killed c:-:.,; "NVA. 
1527 - Company D(-; b0ga:n t.o receive cit.her 13-40 or rocket fire. 
1532 - Compeny ]) ( -) re:pn~::·~ .:·l :c~m WIA. 
1533 - Battalion Conman(!_c_;r o:r-dsred Cou::p2 . .ny D(-) and Company .B to back 

off and nu:t in Llc:.c·,-, Qi:rstrike3. 
1535 - Company D(-) moving 2,e;rdn to li:r.k up with Compa..'1y B. 
1539 - Company B asc:isted. Coi:n:?}cilly D(-) to disengage. 
1540 - Company B reports t~·'O WL~. 
1543 - Company D(-) recei7ed s~iper fire. 
1550 - Company B found rcm~ins of at least 50 NVA cremated by napalm. 

Company D(-) broke contact. 
1555 - Company B and Company n(-)linked up 8.lld Company D(-) passed behind 

Company B into the triangle LZ. 
1'6oO - Log bird evacuated the three KIA of Recon Platoon. 
1614 - Company D(-) reported its total casualties for the action as one 

KIL. and four \Hi.. 
1615 - Company B reported two WI!~ as a result of the afternoon's action. 
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1625 - l3a~tal~on Commander and S-3 return on stc:.tion afl.,e:r.· cuu.ft!rring with 
:~g~~r General George Wo Casey and Colonel Joseph E. Collins at 

1645 - Medevac for Corrrpn.ny B ill1<l Company L(-) completed. Three of the WIA 
required medcvac. 

1647 - Company D(-) reported killing six NVl~ while attempting to re::tch 
Company B plus finding 20 NYA found in three bunkers bit by ai:rslJrjkes. 
Company D(-) reported large anount s of equipment lying a.:r:ounr1 the 
destroyed bunkers. 

1650 Sixth airstrike started. 
1715 - Sixth airstrike completed; m2ny ceconaary ex1Jl_o~dons. 
17!6 - Company B and CoNpany D receiVE.><i lc,g. OP 
1729 - Company 13 moved to West end of the trj nnr;lG TZ ;->.:rrl sG~ 1_rt ~m.i, 

Company C moved to the East end of the trirmgle LZ :-i;nil set in lJlJ.P. 
1731 - First Platoon of Company D placEJ<i OPCOU to Corn11n..ny B. Gc,,rt ... ._,_,__,.,.ing 

Officer of Com:p:my D and cornmand element were w:Ll:h<l.-i:;1-wr1. to FSli JVP. 

to assume defense of FSJ3 IKE on 7 Jann::i.ry 1'./70. 
rt .)2 -· I.oe bird eva.c1rn.terl une KIA and three WI.A. 
1743 - Conrr:md and Control ship departs for POL. 
1746 - Lrtillery blocking fires for the night were established. 
1804 - Eat::alion CommandGr and S-3 went into triangle LZ to confer with 

CoI!llllanding Officer Compar1y B and CoDI!!anding Officer Company C. 
Commanders were told of E-52 strike planned for 7 Jcnuary 1970. 

/. · J K-z-'craction of Conp311y B o...Y:td Conpany C wno o:X:plaincd along With radio 
deception pl.::m to be used the next day. 

1814 - Battalion CoEII:lander and S-3 airborne. 
1821 - Seventh airstrike started. Three secondary explosions are heard. 

They are believed to be satchel charges and sraall arms. 
1840 - Command and Control ship bTcuks station. 
1844 - Seventh li.irstrike conplete. 
1848 - Command a.Y:td Control ship breaks station. 
1852 - Eighth airstrike started. Secondary explosions reported until 

1900 hours. 
1907 - Airstrike conpleted. 
1917 - c~mpc:..Y:ty 13 received 18 rounds of 82~.Iil mortar outside perimeter, one 

individual sligi1·(;ly ' ~·undecl. Individual was outside perimeter 
setting UJ:J +.::'ip fla:- c_•:\ 0 

1931 - Shadow (.t ... c.~:·:9) req1' .,.··ed. 
2005 - Sscond Plat~ on Compc.::-~'.· a reported movement to North of NTIP. 
2006 - Loe bird ra:1 two so::;.: , ·C's of Class V to FSB nm. 
2030 - Shadow 76 rcportod tc: Compcny 13 's location. 

7 January 1970 

0715 - Medevac was oompleted for one individual slightly wouncled by mortar 
rounds impacting ou-cside of Company B 1 s perimeter the previous evening. 

0759 - Company 13 reported finding fresh cut trails to the West of its 
night location indicating a few individuals had exfiltrated to the 
South. 

0905 - Extraction of Conpanies 13 and c, 1st Platoon of Company D, and the 
Recon Platoon begins. SEE TAB D 

1015 - Extraction complete. The trianGle LZ is clel1.r for the B-52 strike 
at 1115 hours. 



1132 - Conpany 13 re~!oxts 15 second.2.:cy c::::1losions as a result of the fi:;:-st 
:S-52 strike..-

1400 - US.AF FAC reports a secondary explosion from an airstrike put into 
the bunker complex. 

1538 - Second B-52 strike completed. 
1600 - Airlift of Company B and Company C back into the contact area began. 

Additional airstrikes requested for West end of contact area. 
1655 - Company B and Company C lift completed. 
1633 - Commanding General, 1st Air Cavalry Division, Major General E. B. 

Roberts reported sighting four to eight individuals running South 
along the MUSTANG TRAIL. Engaged with .ARA, gunships, and CJ3U 1s. 

1803 - Air strike on bunker complex was completed. 
1804 - Companies B and C on line from North to South began to sweep 

contact area. Entire area was completely destroyed. Pieces of 
flesh and equipment everywhere. 

1900 - Companies B and C establish NDP. 

8 January 1970 

0916 - Company 3 rei1ortec· findinG six rrn KBAIR and 30 deed chickens 
at XT 368784. 

1300 - Company B reported finding one NVA KIA (female), 11 lfVA KIA, 1800 
ll.K-·47 rounds, 9 B-40 rou.."1.ds,·25 pounds of fried fish, several J:l'lA 
uniforms, 16 chicom grenades, 60 pounds of rice, and captured US 
equipment. 26 Bunkers mostly destroyed. :Bunker area 250 meters 
long and 50 to 75 meters wide destroyed. 

1300 - Comp2..ny·C found one 82mm mortar base plate, two SKS, one Jil{-47, 
one RPD, and five NVA ICIA and several documents. 

Companies B and C continued to search the ruins of the bunker 
co~plex for the remainder of the day. Both units were extracted 
from the area on 9 January 1970. 

c. Results: 
(1) Enemy found on the batt~efield were 24 NVA KIA, 67 UVA 
KBAIR and ARC LIGHT BY 1ST BbE SCOUTS. (On 26 and 27 J21mary 1970, 
Company A &"1d Corny.any 13 2d Battalion (AM), 5th Cavalry, found a 
total of four NVll KBiiliTY buried near the contact area. Condition 
of the bodies indicated that they were killed during the period 
5-8 Jonuary 1970). Total enemy losses were by body count: 111. 
An unknovm number of enemy personnel were, in all probability, 
trapped in the underground stories of the bunker complex when it 
was collapsed by 11 sorties of B-52 bombers. ~'lemy weapons 
captured were: 

AK-47 20 02 II-79 g-.cenade launchers 
SKS 05 .. 26 N-79 M-79 rounds 
RFD 02 17 B-40 rounds 
RPG Q1 10 60rnii1 nortar rounds 
TOTAL 34 11000 M60 ·rounds 

1,875 SA rounds 
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Friendly: 
(a) Casualties: 07 KIA, 16WIA (EV1~c), 49 Wli (Slight) 

Co. Il Co. C 
KIA 01 0 
WIA ~EVLC) 02 0 
\fil Slight) 24 06 

(b) .lJ.mmunition Expenditures: 

8" 
ARTILLERY 

155nn 

125 HE 967 HE 

TOTAL : 4, 807 

SAC AIR (D-52) 
11 Sorties of D-52 Aircraft 

' 
Co. D(-) 

02 
09 
13 

E-RCN 
03 
05 
05 

175mm 

32 HE 

15 Secondary explosions resulted from the Il-52 strikes. 

TAO LIR 
20 Sorties of F4-D, F-100, A-37 Aircraft 
46 500# Tioobs 
04 7 50/I J3omb s 
40 Napalm Cans 
5600 Rounds 20mm 

i 

HHC 
01 
0 
0 

30 secondary explosions resulted from TAC __ A_IR_ Alo I ya. fl,, / .· ~ ~ Ir~ v 
AERIAL ROCK.GT LRTILLERY ARJ~ l IQ 

9 Sections of Two .AH-1G Cobras ee.ch G Gt vi 5t,:/S 
116 10# Rockets 

2700 40nm HE Grenades 
ZljOOO Rounds 7. 62ram l"J.nigun 

ORG/JUC W'EA:i.'ONS 
All elements involved., with the exception of 3d j.'latoon Cor:J.i:any C, 
f i:zed their basic load plus 5c;%. 

Company ll 
Conpany D 
Company E Ren I'lat .. 

IMIY~CT AWlw."ZJ)S* 
Silver Star 

0 
3 
1 

Ilronze Star w/"V" 
3 
0 
2 

, . 
Eighty-four rn·l'!>...rds a.re pending to includG- a ne~ at. 
Honor for a Medic froo HHC, attached to D Company. 

c 



3. ( C ) CONCLUSION: 

a, Evaluation: 

1. The decision toe mploy platoons 'initially to ccnduct the 
search for the enemy element was based on experience in War Zone C. -
Reflected in selection· of th.is course of action is the first and most 
difficult aspect of sucessful combat in this area: FIND THE ENEMY. In 
maximizing the chances of succ~ss in this regard, there was the inherent 
risk that one or more platoons would become engaged with a superior enemy 
combat capability. ~loreover, control of several maneuver units and sup­
porting fires, particularly in thick jungle, becomes difficult as events 
revealed. A more simple scheme for searching would have been to conduct 
an on-line sweep of the area. This would have facilitated employment of 
fires and control of units. Moreover, if a bunker complex is the suspect­
ed target, it is desirable to deploy forces with sufficient frontage to 
permit development of the complex. Intelligence available in the battal­
ion plus recent ground reconnaissance in the general nrea indicated there 
were no bunkers in what was to become the battlefield. Thus, the d~cision 
to try to find the enemy with platoon formations seemed both prudent arid 
necessary to prevent the enemy from escaping along an uncovered route. 
Subsequent events upheld the initial decision, for as the platoon sizwd 
elements began to assemble into larger formations for the night, contact 
was made. Contact occured when the 2nd platoon, Company D and the Recon 
platoon (OPCON TO Co D(-) ) tried to move in a w~sterly direction to close 
upon tho Co D(-) CP, The Recon Platoon found evidence of recent trail 
activity. Checking further, the Recon Platoon found signs of fresh-cut 
timbers. With 20/20 hindsight one can wish that the point element of the 
Recon Platoon had not taken the steps that carried it forward ten more 
feet. Three brave men were to be killed and cut off from their comrades~ 
As a result of the dedication ~f these men to the reconnaissance mission, 
the Recon Platoon, Co E, 2nd J3n (AI1) 5th Cavalry, did what it set out to 
do: Find the 2nd Bn 95C Regiment. It took the rest of the 2/5th Cav, 
and all available artillary and air power to destroy it. 

2. Subsequent movements by the remaining two elements of Co D 
(-) resulted in contact on three sides of the bunker complex - one almost 
immediately (2nd Plat, Co D), and then 1st Plat, Co D, when it attempted 
to extricate the Recon Platoon. 

3, Supporting Fires following the initial contact included 
AilA., in the direct support role, a.nd cannon artillery for blocking fires 
to the northwest and south of the co·r:tact area4 Due· to the lack of precise 
information as to the location of ~r-d Platoon, Co D, airstrikes were with­
held. When 1st Pla. toori, Co D, beca:ne ene;aged, distances between friendly 
elements bec'3llle too close to permit effectiv~ close air support. Rather, 
reliance was placed on APA lt.n conjuntion with scout helicopters from 
troop A 1/9th Cavalry, for supporting fires. Meanwhile, C Company, which 
had been directed to drive west to the contact area, linked up with the 
2nd Platoon, Company D and secured a Medevac site. The attempt to evac­
uate the wounded from 2nd Platoon, Company D, beginning at 1800, broug~t­
ground-to-e.ir fire against the Medevac helicopter and orbiting scout 
helicopters. The Medevac crash brought additional casualties and further 
complicated control of maneuver units and supporting fires. 



4, Given the elose engagement and the number of wounded, it wa.s 
decided to continue blocking fires to the North aud Northwest of th~ contact 
area and to reinforce with Conrpn.ny B on the South. While thir. won1d :o:crr,.,lete 
the seal on the enemy force anc' a"l.::u;:.t·B the sec..ici ty of tr.e l1a::.~:!_1-·::"_)i:;~1:-:J .2e':!on 
flatoon, it left a. marginal force fr.J_' the defen~e of FS:S ll:·~ ~s.:_:r~ce \Jo;,1pan'bt-
J3 was the only rerr.ai.c-.i_:r::g fo:c,::9 :or the -task. Sc:i~2:~q_ue-r_t~_y,. vir:,l-~ !1.~_,~·;·,.:.;r . 
headquo.rte:::-s received intelli,c-::,_,.:r,:'c· h~di_r.ai;iong a strong pc·si :::: ·; :_ 1_;;,c i)ta.t 
FSB Ike v:C1u1d be attu.~ked ttu.t r~::.f~~-~-:~> u.C..r::it:Lmw.l forces we·~-·c !-':: .. -:e <:.·."!Til­
able by Colooiel Joseph E, Colline, ·1st Brigade Commander, for LL;) d~:.t°:'r;1rm of 
FSBs Barb8.:ca and Ike, 

5. The next morning found frfond and foe still lor;k0.i1_ to.:r,.::ther 

~c"'/ontshi· estceldosocf· 1~~r~is~~~ets~:((t1\~c; ~~-~-:,~; ~~;: ,· ~'._1~2 .,~~~cyk:i_nea· n J:i~e~.1 '· .. T'.'.1~ c~'\; ·~;-~:~.~1: ·6th 
;. 11\\·- r'..J....J... e I J_~ ... -----~- J.LJJ;_) J.1-.c~ i:;_ ........... .L...i. ana l2J 1·--C<I•-· .... • '-<:> ...... ·--·- . __ ,, _ ...... __ 

able fire powe:::- upon hi.rr:.. DR<T·:i -:~(· '.'-' -_,,,:~'! o. i:::-:;;trikes n.nC:. 1-~'"J.'-•i::.~;_:8 ::; ;;.::' 2.'::n1-~'.AS 
Of artillery T.l"\ri. ,.... +·-·- ...... ·n .'1' _r- +. h ) h.-·· '1 .J-.,...... ~, ,..;' .J_;,, a o+ ·. -, ' ,."\-l"•)r,.-...-..-.·"'\" -'··o - 'i J .... -, -:.1....l ~.c;-r_ ... o .. r. O_t_ 1 .. _.~t. .. '..~ -·- ·..1'.,A.J.•.1 ~n .. , ... eneniy .> t .. .J __ .... __ .... -.•:.._,_.1._L!..•:·v... v' 

fight. At division t20.c.~~;_2J'.'i.;0::::-:,; n:~(:l-:_L:;.,:::ry h.::-,;,l been sct j_r, r:l(l'~:;_C'D. t..~ Ypen 
the boob: bays of ele\r8;~, :8--:".2 bcuceTs (ill the ~:l1'1 :8:'.l S-SC 2.t ! ~: 5 !Jrs. 7 
Jn.nuary. On the a f t·2TI~L· c::-: or 5 JanUD,r;'.' 9 :t3-c1-P:,'S . .l ier C-erw:r-r::.J. c;e·-i:;:_'T3 1.{. C8_sey 
said, "There's an a.rt J~c e:c:'vincing tl1e 0::-.;r~:i::,JC t'.'.at you a1Y· t;"J-i_:n.i; -~~o sti..y 
in there and slug it out. If he gets the ic~ca ~r::u a:re go:~nc:; tr) }J'.;:.Jl cut 
so a B-52 strika can 1>:- ~:nt in, he'll 73.tr~sr2 -uc_,f-:».L''?. ~hf' fo~::·,~:<c:"> ~'1n "::le <le• 
lmrid." Later tl'w.t ;:,ftc-::con in the .::r)11trr~t nre1;t, a 8:'.r.:i:i]_r; dei:.<~~-t-.:.c:;J. 

plan wo.s briefed to tl:.e CG;s;:::'.::mders of V.)1C.~~·'3.iif :B ,..~:::-:C. Cor:-:~·,c;.:l)' C,, i:;_~;::j_,::::.lly, 

forces were to be 1-::ft i:n +.t:e triangle J2, 1.F'cti.J_ the: J.2r.:t 1Y::ic_1si't:le 7Il..':rwn+. 
o.nd then extracted tc rm I2· .just North of FS3 Ike tc 1,;o; t 0u-:- t~~8 £~52 

strikes. The ex G::::''J.c.tic"n \Jr~s timed so th ..... t O'.:lly 60 mir.ut8~ wou~d "!.'J~se 
between the cx't'!'D.C t i::m c.~~c!. fir pi; bo0 'b .3 on tl;e 1,-J.r.J<:e:r co!J',:,iJ.ex" :B\r::-t'::2-c, the 
radio traffic us·3d to :rt-::1 t!-:2 f~::-.-::,·::·,:_:tio:1 '1TG'.Jld be rrnoi_".:,J (!cl to rJ:_'.,}Q; the ex-
traction U.pprn:r to bt:> 8, reir_~~c~· 0.cc:-:nc of the co:ntn.ct C,:i:'er'., S~1;-;::~i:;::r.;.::r:1t to 
the extr~,ction of Co:c-1.p.ry P 2.r:J. 1_;·"JI'i.'W C j :ms ic. · t~iff~.c w:::.;'l -~,:,:'-~-;_::!Jed with 
these uni-cs as if thEy we-.,_·t- r;:.::_:: .. ~ .. ~ ';}1e -t:;:;:::i_~"-Zl·3 r.z. ~\J_s~c bow e~:l>ctive 
these neas:tres ~·rnr·e cer;nc1t -::·e '~-·:~:-.):~.-. ._~_:i:-::J_; h:,,_,.e~.1er, the BJlJ\. of t~1s ~3-52 

strike 11nd hter in-telliger,ee l''··:-_::_,~,>:J by <.LI.vi si0r pro-;e<l co!lcli;.sively that 
tho mjo~i +,y of t::..e EX1Gl21J" J:~,~-c"" ::'._'•:'c:·-i_:_'.>1:~11 L1 tLe 1;1.a;b,r con[)J_;::_:{ a£'t2r the 
extraction of the 2r:_d :Cr. u~::,~) ~-j~;::~ C::_-,-,-:;.-_:_:~:,-( ·-) an::l t•.V'"-i: th'.) ::3-52 8t.l'~'i'e at . 
11115 hrs. Anc-!::-i<:~c :1;;.52 s'!:J_·j_b• w,'.'~ ~~·,:_:: rcctc) the :=t''.fl8 2T8a at 1510 hrs and 
t'"n:ipan;r 3 and J0inpe:lJ" C wi;,rf: :c·c··:i:;)_~-,,):-i_::i:;ed into thG trici.rig1·3 LZ. ''i'he r'.'.:cr:ain­
der of the d:0.y aJ.:d. vsrr c E' ',>.•0 -,~: -,c. :;;.J.) were s11ent iE ::w1~JG!J1-l1:3' i;b.e co;_1tact 
area. Another 1 5 :NYA I<.Bt.Ift \rt:'.::·e c'\-,-:·:'.-!cl. Trte mz.jori ty of t:ie C':lTilJ;l lex V.."8.S 

crushed bJr the air a.ttA.ck. •_n·.-_- -:~"'r-~·;_;,_;_n~ w}:cid-:. J:-~2.d. Ot!ly hours eu~J i.er been 
so clear in +,lie minds of t:Ls t.''-''-~ ·. :-: . L::::i.d bee~' d1::--.. si:ica::!_ly r2arr:i.ncsd and 
bore no rel'.1 t;ion t·o thei2'.' l:l';l~,:; c-·i ;·::,;: yr r.:aps • 'ft:.e i:::;:·jD,r.c;le :;:,y, a:1d t:t-8 crescent 
LZ which had o:i:lce been ser;t•J.«.•, ~,,.:.-: ~:-·." r:Ov !"'.atex:::' of -:;:«ick juw;le 'Tc:re now one. 
At - d 1 - 1 th ~ ~ ". ". "'. .-. r,• ., ~ .f',, ,-ni , a -·- - ·'- .. ·: 1- £'' --·.• l -li. grolll1 _eve ere w,~;:; __ 8 .-. ..:.,_,,, 1.c ~.:.-•o,. L~•' '"'l'C! 1.·f2.LJ ,,,..;,,._.,,_~y .~J_".';:,'-'-X'-::n 

by a.11 bird3 and insects rO[-lt'~:: -~;~; 1.;:; ~~., ;'1. ~-11_c.~:\l ~·.Yd F li,·~~it:t 1::.n'.)t:;-::r-.J.-~)1r~ siler:ce. 
Even though it appeared o.s -;_;:tc;l\~.;'~ L~ :',:> h.o,;:,_ -:-«:-'.ovu· t::ici.s'.~ec~ i:t1 y,,,:i 01.mkc:r com­
plex, Cor:rp<:.L"lvs] and Chad the (ci~:';_._r.e;t LtJ:;:-r;~2:::icr" -c.r:~,-L 1)e::..ou thei-r feet 
nany h.'\d died. or were dying enl;om1:ed in i:l-:9.ir coll:?..ps;ed ~u_,1-k2r'3. On tt1e 8th 
of January, the police of the b<,.t ~lofLeld was cor::rpleted and Co:o.panys B and 
C moved on to fresher intelligence outside of AO FLYING FINN. 
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b. Lessons Learned 

/".,. . 

~-

a. The spect~cular results of this contact did not come about 
through any special nagic. The formula applied was trot of : FIND, FIX, 
FIGHT, AND FINISH the enemy with the FIGHT AlID FINISH put largely in the 
h~nds of the supporting weapons. This is nothing new, but sin~ly a tactic 
proven again, 

b, The FINDING AND FIXING phases came close to serious trouble 
as Recon platoon o.nd Second Platoon Company D became more heavily engaged 
than was desirable. Due to their bravery and ~oolness, they were able to 
keep from getting more heavily involved. Coopany B's presence in the 
triangle LZ was the key to the relief of the Reoon Platoon and the eub­
sequent link up with Company D(-). 

c. Only o.ri airmobile battalion could bn.ve moved 24 kilometers 
from AO ROSEMARIE to AO FLYING FINN to concentrote on a new battlefield and 
then redispose itself quickly enough to place a cordon around OJl enemy 
battalion, 

d. Artillery fires can be used effectively to block routes of 
escape and to hold the enemy in a killing zone. 

e. The B-52 is ari l!xc.te1l.ent close su:rport. woo.ix.mp- & li 
friendly forces can be left on the battlefield lintil just prior to the 
B-52 strike, the cbances of destroying enemy forces are greatly enhanced • 

. ,,,TIAL 

i 

)
l __ 

c;..... 

a 

. lf·I· V> ·I ·. 
'VJ 

:S: 
u· 
~-".. ,., 

~ _g 
:; . 

. :::.t_ 



I 

\02 r---

81 

' l74-
i 

i ·77> I ·"' 
i 
! 

,, 
::·~~\ t..1 

i 
i 



f ---·-·--

! 
I 



3i6 

·-

i 
I 

f 

78 1· -
''i 

t·--·- -·~- --- --+- .... -

I 

'1 '· 
! 
I 

.::, 

'';.~' .. ; 

I 11'1"*'•1 
·;( 

l 

Inclosure 2 (TAB C) 

317 
I 

• GROIDID M1iliEUVERS 
I 

I 5 January 1970 

J 

... 
I 
I 

i 
I Reference Map Sheet 
l 6232 II Bo Tue 
1 Scale 1:50,000 

3:7 

~ 

c 

j 
~' . r,q 

j-. 1 

A TRUE cor;y ' 
l .. ~ 
.! "" I 

~
£/' (,• i 

~{~4 
' NF 

Commanding 

O~Ct.:ASS/F/Eo · • ·1· . 

l·.~ul/Jo1ffy ~:~famf - l\A , . _,.,, • 



~1 t- - -

Z6 

l 
14- ---- l __ 

1 
1 

73 ___ ______,, _____ j --.----

\ 

\ 
I\ 

I I . --4---- : 
---, .1 ·.· I i Ref erenc~ Hc.p S~eets: 

I 6231 r: Tri Tcwi 

i 
--- - - --t-

<t I I 

----l 
i 

i I I 
I 

i 
-t--' 

\ 
1 6231 IV Tay Nfnh 

__ '. ___ .2232Jf_ __ ~Q ·r11d-r- _____ . _ 
6232 Ill Ta Da~h 

--- -L--------- ----------- ------ ~! ___ --
FSB IKE 

72 
i . 

Scale ~:50,000 10 
71~~-~~~~-i~~~~~~~~~~~~ I ---------

_t:AB ]) ( 

i§I<% . 
ti) .! ·. 
ti') 

:S: 
L> • -

~---''Ill: 
~' 
g l 
:; -
<· ·-·-



AFTER ACTION REPORT 

( 5 JAN i/:O) 

._, 

At 0919H Jaguar Yellow I"epo.rts a double check 6 reading at X!r-375787. 

2. 
\. 

At 1039H D Co 2/6 inserted at XT-373790, LZ green. 

At 1106H E Co 1/6 inserted at XT-374780, LZ green. 

At 1137H D Co 1/6 inaerted at XT-368784, LZ green. 

\ 5. ~t _:\132,;IH EsCoT1,i6 :Ve ported trail movement on N-S tr§il running to the N. 

\6. At l535H D Co 2/6 reports trail movement to tne S on a N-S tr-ail at XT-3'(<t(88. 

'·(. 'At 1403H E Co 1/6 reportea contact at XT-3'12t82. Received B-40s, S/A, Chi Com 

g.i:-enacies f.L'Om Dlillke.L·s. Initial casualties:· 01 KIA, 02 WIA. 

'-- 8. At 1404H D Co 2/6 continued moTent south. At the same time D Co 1/6 held 

-",,,~locking position at X!r-3'10787 

_ 9 • At 141'fH LB.A wets bounced.. 

"-to. At 1418H D Co 2/6 started receiving fire, at the same time E Co was still 

in contact. 

11. At 1419H E Co1/6 repo1·ted 01 MIA. 

·'12. At 1421H E Co 1/6 casualties were reported as: 01 KIA, 04 WIA, and 02 MIA. 

At the same time Medev-ac was put on stand by. Also D Co 2/6 still in contact. C Co 

----, 1/6 directed to iLOVe west to XT-3'14'/80. 
~ 

·13. At 14ZIH White 34 on station, he took G/A fire. 

, 14. At 1440H Arty blocking fires -to SW in grids XT-3"t0'('(0 and XT-365'f'rt. 

~) 5. At 1445H White '2.'f anu 34 took G/ A fire.,+-lso E Co 1/6 out of contc;_vt. 

16. At 151'(H CC bird executed smoke resupply while taking G/A fire. 

\1'(. At 1540H D Co 2/b._~in contact with snipers. Casualties rewulting: 04 WIA. 

\_" 18. At 1555H Rash biL~ on st~tion, air strike not used d.ue to frienuly troop 

disposition. 

19. At 1600H log bira. on cc.ll for resupply, .also at this time lift birds ( 5+2) 

on call at Tay Ninh. 

20. At 162'(H D Co 2/6 still in contact) with enemy tLying to escape~o j,ast of 

tneir position. 
/ IA--t? -J 

21. At 1630H C 2/6 uirectea. to::move ~to XT-3'f.Q'ft)2 and contact D Co 2/6 
-t:u~ 

also at tnis time B Co 3/6 

move /ioutn 200 meters. 

ha<i rwvect South to XT-3'£4'fOO; they weL·eb airected to 
'1 . (.: 

/ ;/.L 

I 
' 

'i 



22 ~ At 1"/00H B Co 3/6 uirectea to move SW 'i5 meters. 

23. At l't10H B Co (-) given chCl.Ilge of mission anu ctil~ected to FX to CA at 

XT-3'f 4'f80. 

24. At 1801H at g.cid XT-3'f4-f83 Medevac 15 Leceivea 30 c2.l and. B-40 fire. He 

crashed at Me<ievac site. Casualties: 05 crew, 03 D Co 2/6. White 2'( took G/A 

fi:ce at the same time • He .recovered to FSB Ike in NO-FLY concii tion. 

25. At 1810H requestea. 03 Med.evac bi.ccts ii9 stanu by C:1.t FSB Ike. 
- '6~~ 

26. At H.:l30H B Cotpompleted CA~ .receivin~r:ARA prep fiL·es at XT-3·r5'f80; 

neg§tive casual ties. B Cdjct.il'ectect to link up with B Co 3/6; and raove no.dhwest 

tu link u;i with E Co 1/b. 

2·r. At H530H D Co 1/6 recr~:ea. 1r:1ipe;a B-40 fi.L-e at XT-3'f0-fCS3. 

2ts. At 1ts30H Meuevac 14 ~ t1A'fire at s~me site tis Mea.evac 15. Meaevac 26 

J:ecoveL·ea.~vac 14 crew at XT-395805. Negative casualties. 
'1 

29. At 1840H Apache 2b anu Blues on st~tion to secU.L~ Mea.evac biLu At XT-395b05. 

Was unable to loca.te <i.ownea bi.L·d. 

30. At 19f)OH B Co closea. on obJective at XT-3'12'£81. Received. S/A fL'Om bunkers 

to tne North ana Northwest. casualties weneCJ()1 WIA wno become a KIA at 2015H. 

31. At 1904H Fla.re snip on stationf not used due to B Co ana. D Co 1/6 disposition. 

32. At 1943H Meaev-c:tc 26 completed evacuation of CJ/ am.bulato.L·y patients fL·om 

C Co site at XT-3"6783. DeliYe.t:ea. to A/15 Meu. 

33. At 194·rn Shaaow 21 L'epo.L·teei on station. 

34. At 21Q8H L·equested med.ev~c. Meaevac on station at 2i25H. Deliverea. 05 

patients to FSB Ike at 2~W4H. He .cetULneu to evacuate 01 patient. He then returned 

to FSB Ike and. took 06 natients to A/15 Med. at 2224H. 

35. At 2110H A Co began to move to FSB Ike. Move completed at 2i35H, to inc1ude 

moving D Co 3/6 to FSB Baroru·a on return trip. 

36. At 2225H CC bi:i:a. .ceturnea. to FSB Ike and released. 



! JANUARY 111.0 

0615 Before first l:te;b.t1 OompmJ B reported tbat the ~ was tl7iJ1g to break 
out of tba combf t arefu• !441 U.cmal artiller;r was placed w block th18 

movement a.ud the 8nfUDT 110vement started back to the North. 

0625 flro JVA were seen tJ7ing to move tel the West. !he;J' were ~M w1 th 8ElJ. 

a.rme, resulting 111 OJl$ WA II.A.. The crt'ber NVA waa not ~. 

0721 C&mpa111' B direeted to Unk up wt th lleC(Jll Platooa en4 uaist in Reeoa ta 
1d. thdrawal t4I the tr:l.angle LZ-. 

0801 ~ o arid 24 platfrel oZ OC!llpa!q' J) ~d to _,. to th• BalJt 

to Pft91ie a441t1•1 olea1'8t1Ce t•r au. air atrJ.1- aD4 • ape411i41 aedev111;0• 

0817 All el~ are p¢1.e4 1-ok to pasd:t aiftJtl"ikew ~ on the way 

A.a ~ o etMrew etJellW' ~ With 8llB3+ ana &114. ap~ t-o 
be tr,yiDg to maiata1Jl contaot b. -~ to a'f'Oi4 the d.ntr.lke. a~ .. 
C set a ~ behind ambnaba to ~ that the -.... le ~4• .. 

0852 Ooa~ B reports tbat the :S !QA. be1onging to ae._ Pla'tiooa are in fact 

nA alld U.t Reeoa Platoon has Ultk.ed Up with Oepaiq' B• 

091.5 Oompuv'-'° repori8 tha1i the medevac site waed the ~- evedng ie 

secure and can accept medevac helicopter• 

1. 



0947 lledevao extracts all nA.•a at~ B•• loeatf.on• IiOg blrd8 _. 
. -.-. "--~-···;-:. "'' ~,-~':,_,~·:-- --

into o~ cf a looatioa ld. th l.og nd utl:aata 1 m. 
~ 

102, ~ ~- o.t:.'"iett repolftil s~ «QJ.ord.ons a tdX e-t 
e1gltt paaau• S'*4B lib sar. ~r ~ a.a MO l'O~ 
heads apla<U.»g. 

10'5 Seoeud airstri.ke start.a. ~ B anl. Com-- D NJ,lOrt ~ 
"""' exploaioua on .-. pau P1• 811111 ~ oookiltg ott. 

1104 , fid,d/.,.airstrill.'$ nanet. s.11 8.1'18 con~ "t.t),.{)OGk.'.dtt eeco1ut'9'1' 
explostoaa on each 18#8• !wt> ~ 4x'op •tit. on laat pas poduoiag 

huge ee~ry e.q,loeions+ SmGke col.us ~ 400 toet aben'e ~e 

J 
1 

·------ L~ 



1305 Bt.'ttali.cm OOVEDAw aJd S-J oonter With Bdsa4• Oarllall4•r at !be Support 

.. n.e. 

u13 ~ a 41ftcte4 w stq wen ot ~ ~ o.pe117 o ~ea to 

mve ea 2§0 4egree ~ to lbJc u.p with 00.JlllQ B mid to begin aweep 

14:50 leOOll Pl.a_. #Malia tlmee IU d ~WA llit killed b7 ~ 
tkree ... lost. 

I ' a 
~-
~ ·. 
~: 
u· 
~· ,., =-. 

6l 
~-. 
<• ·-· 



1510 0Qlilpm7 B ld.lls twe NfA. 

1512 Qom~ B ~gea Gile IVA 1.n a bunler.with grena4es1 result:Utg in 

one m lU an4 a secan4ar.r explosicm. 

A 

1'21 ~ B-eaptux.res C1D1t SIB f'1f1e a&1. one llPD DC. 

t523 Ccmc>all1 D ld.lllJ ._ WA. 

15,2 

153J. Jattialloa Oeimmnf-er Ol'ders 0oaP'J}17 D(•) aD4 ~ B w baek ott mt«. 

Pl'\ 1n llOre a:lratrill:U. 

1550 OOilpJIUJ B f1D4e 1"81Bim of at least 50 :tiTJ. o:re.ted bf na~ CoJ\IPflnt 

»{ •) bl'eab contact. 

1S5$ Cf)iq8tJ1 B and CQmpQ\f D(-) liJlk up am 0ompt.l11' D(-) p!U.1$e8 behind 

~ :B fllto the tr.La.ngle u. 

!I I· 
I • 

lo 1 

:L:.J 
G:·~ 
VJ -? • • .,, 
:5: c..::. 
2:) · ':. , "' ,..., ' 

~! 
:; . 
<• ·-· 



1614 Oompe117 D( ... ) reports i ta total casu8.lt1.es for the action as one ru and 

tour wn. 

1625 Battalion Oomi:n4u an4 s-; re'f;u:fti oa stati.• a:fter eollferrll'lg with 

!DO-A and Brigade CQirsaan4er at Fl.1"$ hpport :Base n:e. 

164' Medfin'ac ~or ~ D and c~ D(-) complete, ~--;t--ihe m 
required ltedevae• 

1641 ~ »(•) reports l."illing fdx ?WA. while attempting to rMoh OolaPa!Q' » 
plus findirg 20 NV.A. toun4 in three buQken hit by etretl'i.._ ~ 
D(•) reportrt Ja:tge ~ ot equ.t...-.t ~ ai'Ouud the des-troyed bm>ldtl."a• 

tT29 ~ B mcmlll to West end of' the 1"'1ang1e m end "ts in •• 

moves to the ~ end o:f' the triangle LZ and sets ta lfOPa ,____ '· 

f151 ?.I.rat Platoon of ~ » placed upconto Omzt11111 n. Co~ ottioer 

o:t o..~ D 8114 ooDJ!fll>tl ele1la.w WI. th4raw te !ire 8\lp~ort DUJe Ike-to 

a~ 4derise of 11re Su.p.pori :aan De -. '1 I~ tvro. 

t804 Battalion COnamder end S-3 go U>.w ~·I'& to confer with O~tns 

Oft'1.~r OafeiJ1 :8 and O~!J« ottieer ~ o. ~et 8.1"9 tol4 

Of B-52 etr!.k:e pl.mm.ed for 7 Ja'llUIJ.J!'T 1970• ~- o:t ~ » sl14 



1821 SS"Antb. airstrike started.. ~ eeoonda.ry explosio?lS balievad to be 

aa.bihel ~a and. emll ame. 

191? e~ B notd.na 1a ~ ~ ._ morta:rt ouil!d.4e ~ter, tme 

indtvtd•lll!•l!ar· wo~ In41Vf..dual. was cutfd.4.e ~ eet'tUg 
\i) trip flares. · ... 

;~1· I ' 

t~' 
u· . 
~. ··,,_' ~ 

§1 
~­
-~ 



j IS!!l 1fil0 ) 

071S Jledevac eompl.eted for two 11ltU.T14uala slightly weunde4 by mortars 
rolJllds impacting outside of ~ B's perimeter the previ.OWJ EmmitJ&• 

01f9 ~ B reports :tindblg fresh cut trailif te the weat of ita .Jd.ght locatte. 
Uldicatug a tew 1JUU.v14uals Md extiltrated. to the Southeaat. 

1015 Bx:.ifracti.on COJDldtt1-+ !he ~· ~ ts clear tor tM M2 strike 

at 1115 hours. 

11'2 ~ B %9.POl*trls 15 a~ expl.oaiOl!JS q a .. sult ot the f1re1; 

B-52 atrl.le. 

1400 U&Jl !'AC reporte a aeeonkry ~-from an a1rstrllce put 

illto the bunbr ocmpl-. 

~ ·- '-. ,--;" "-"· . ;;:~'f;::i".'; 

1600 Airl.ift flt ~Q' B and 0 IA lfl91tl C baek eato the ~et arta begb1$• 

" 
t6S5 

163' Ot.maanding Geaeral.t 1ay Atr a.vah7 Di:ria:lCll'lt lfaJor Get1era1 B. »• loberta 

"perts e1ghUag roe to et"1R in41 "ft.hal.9 rm>nbg South a1l:lll8 the 
Jklatarag !:e.tl. Errgagd 1d.th ARAt Gu1l#hl,_, a2ld Ollt''a ttcm an aintl"U*+ 

1804 OOJIPa.Jd.ee :e am. C on lille i-rom North to Sou.th sweeping contact area. 

1-1·· I. 
I ' 
la 1' I 
:l.:.J 
G:· • 
v; -! •• 
V) . 

S: <..:>. . 
~·':. ,.,. 

.... ' 

i. I 
<• ._,__ 

Entire area ~tell' destroyed. Pieces of flesh and equipment ever;yMle1-e. · 

1900 Oolltp!ll'd ea 11· and c establish Night Dettnsi ve JoG. tt.eu. 
j 

/ 



e J!!9!!'FZ 1970 

0916 ~ B reports at X! 368784 ti»tH.1*8 atx NVA XBAIR and 30 dead 

cbickons. 

1300 Oom.pa.ny' :B reports finli:ng 01;1e FIA nA (~eme.J.e), 11 'BYA ltt.At 18>0 

AX4*7 ~. 9 MO RO\ll'.Mklj. 25 ~ fd Met.fillht aeftral WA 

um.torm1 16 ehtCGili g.c ert981 GO »0'•4• ~ r.t.ae, mad captu:rect US 
equ.1.pn.ent. 26 bunkert 14Q8t)¥ 4esbo794• Bunker area 250 ~ 
long and 50 to 75 meters wtae. 

1JOO ~ a t'iD4a, one 82Jma base plate, ~ SISt OQt AM?t ee Jm>1 .and. 

Un WA ICU a.tl4 eet...i 40CUIMIB._ 

~sea B am c eonti.uuei io HarCh the l'UilUI et th• bunker 

oompl.ex fe the rt11lie1ader ct the '1ti7 • Both Uld.1* ~ n:ua.ct•4 
f'rOm the area en 9 Jelntal')" 1970,. 


