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26 November 2004

Gerald,

Enclosed are some of the photos I have; only two taken that day were of the
medivac that was shot down. Any information I have is written on the tab.

My memories are fuzzy, but differ slightly from the After Action Report.

The after action report mentions 2" Platoon C Company, but I was
Comanche 1-6; not second platoon.

About midday we were radioed that another company was in contact and
had taken casualties. We were the closest friendlies and were told to hump it
to help them. We had not gone far before we were out of radio range of my
company commander. We were walking through the usual triple canopy
stuff when we broke out into a more open area (not the large clearing later);
a cobra spotted us and must not have been told of our presence and started to
run on us. Everybody popped smoke and scattered. 1 was frantically trying
to remember the choppers’ guard frequencies and must have finally hit one
because he pulled up after only firing a few rounds from his cannon. No one
was hit and we continued on.

We linked up with the other platoon about 1750 (based on the action report).
1* Platoon was still merging in with 2-D when the medivac showed up. It
didn’t land as was indicated in the report. It hovered and dropped a line. |
kind of remember one of the wounded was already hoisted up and they had
dropped the line again when the chopper was hit. It came straight down;
mowing down the vegetation like a weed-wacker as it fell. I had my back to
it at the time.

The chopper hit, landing on top of one of the wounded and squishing him
dead. I was probably 10-15 feet from where the chopper landed. My RTO
was further away, but was hit by the blade and knocked about 15-20 feet.



It was dark shortly after that. During the early evening another unit linked
up with us and another site was setup for another medivac. It was raining
lightly. It took a couple of hours but the medivac was finally completed.

My memory was pretty fuzzy about that evening after the medivac crash.
Everybody was pretty much scared shitless.

The bunker complex was immediately next to a very large clearing, that we
could not, of course, cross. The next morning we withdrew around the
clearing to the other side where we were able to observe airstrikes from
phantoms. I mostly remember the napalm; I had never seen it that close-up;
we were maybe 2-300 yards away across the clearing.

Later we swept through the bunker complex and it was full of ‘crispy
critters’. They looked like stick-men, or skeletons made of bacon.

I don’t remember much else.

Jim Holcombe
Comanche 1-6
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