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IEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS , 2D BRIGADE
1ST CAVALRY DIVISION (AIRMUIILE)
APC 964,50

AVDABB-C 22 lovenber 1968

SUBJECT: Operational Report of 2d Brigade, st Cav Div (AM) for Feriod
Ending 31 October 1968, RGS CSFOR-45(RI) (U)

ACofS, G3
ist Cavalry Division (Alrmobile) sy,
ATTN: AVDAGT OF e S of UKER

1. (C) Section 1. rations: Stgnificant Activities.

a&. During the reporting period 1 August 1968 - 31 October 1968 the
24 Drigade, 1st Cavalry Division (AM) participated in operation Jeb
Stuart III and from the period 11/0700 September 1968 - 02/1200 Cctober
1968 canducted operation Comanche Falls (Lam Son 2461) with wnits from
the 1st and 3d Brigades and the 1st Regiment, fst Division (4RVN). From
the period 02/1200 October 1968 - continuing through the reporting period
the 2d Drigade conducted operation Comanche Falls Fhase II in conjunction
with the 1st ARVN Bagiment ’s continuing operation lam Son 261.

(1) (peration Jeb Stuart TIT began 17 May 1968 and continued
through the reporting period., The alignment of the 2d Drigade AC at the
beginning of the reporting period had 3d Squadron, 5th Armored Cavalry
respansible for security of Wunder Deach, IZ Hardeore, Skyking Rlvd and
thet portion of Highway 555 in the Brigade AQ, with their CP located at
Wander Beach. 3d Squadron, 5th Armored Cevalry cantinued to have OPCON
Lu them ons company from the 1st Brigade alternating with one company
of the 3d Brigade for the security of Wunder Neach. They also had one
company(~) from 2d 3attalion, 12th Cavalry OPCON for the security of IZ
Hardcore and one troop, D 1-9 Cavalry OPCON as a maneuver troop, giving
then 3 armored troops to operate with. D 1-9 Cavalry remained OPCON
until 04/1020 Cctober 1968, when they returned OFCON to 1-9 Cavalry.

(2) 2d Battalion, 12th Cavalry had their CP located at IZ Mancy
end was responsible for the security of 1Z Mancy and the Drigade portion
of Ql~1 along with the north end south bridgeo. They supplied one
company (~) to 3d Squadron, 5th Armored Cavalry for security of 12 Hardcore
and used the one platoon of this OFCON company to secure the two bridges,
Thelr area of operations covered the northeast:central portion of the
Brigade AQ and they operated with 3 maneuver companies.

{3) 1st Dattalion, Sth Cavalry had their CP located at 12
Parbara and was responsible for its security, while providing one company
CPCUN to 24 Brigade for security of IZ Jane, the Brigade CF. They operated
in the southwest central portion of the Drigade AO with 3-maneuver
compenies. v

(4) 24 Dottaliom, Sth Cevalry was responsible for operationo
in the southwest portion of the Brigade AO and:-hed their CP located at
IZ Carol. They operated with four maneuver companies.

(5) Enemy activity in the month of Mugust increased, with the
ermployment of mortars against IZ's and company FOB's throughout the AC.
This aggressive enemy activity culrinsted at 0054 hours on the 16th of
Auwgust, An estimoted reinforced Sapper Compeny launched a coordinated
mortar and ground atteck cn the southern portion of the perimster of 12
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Nancy. This contact resulted in 15 sappers penetrating the perirsber
wires end throwing satchel charges at its defenders, AR4, artillery,
the Alr Force gunship "Spooky" and 11th Aviation Group flareships were
epployed by the 2d Bettalion, 12th Cavalry in the defense of 1Z Nency,
The result of this attack was 18.U.5. KIA :nd 55 U.S5. WI., while the
enery had 17 KI4 and 2 POW WIA. The eremy equirment losses were 7
spall arms, 6 crew sarved weapons, 2 large caliber rounds, 360 rounds
small arms amwo and 11 ssbchel cherges, The evening of the 16th found
lights and individuals sighted to the south and west of IZ Nancy.
irtillery and ARA ongaged with a negative assessmant.

(3) n 26 fugust, 24 Dettalion, 8th Covalry was released OPCON
to the 1st Brigade leaving 1Z Cerol to the control of 3d Prigade and 2d
Dattalien, 5th Covalry. The Brigade AO was altered at this time with
2d Dettalion, 8th Cuvalryts former A0 being divided east and west between
the 2¢ Brigade and the 3d BDrigade.

(7) e evening of 8 September and early morning of 9 September
brought renewed enemy activity in the vicinity of I2 Mancy. Approximately
200 individuals, rice carriers/NVi, were sighted and engaged by units of
the 2d Dattalion, 12th Cavalry throughout the evening. Despite extensive
use of artillery, ARA and flareships, a first light recon revealed negative
enery casualtios. A questioning of willagers in the area rave evidence
that at least 20 enemy were carried off the battlefield by comrades. As
2 result of this activity, night combat patrols were estzblished in the
vicinity of IZ Nancy.

b. Operation Comanche Falls, designated Lam Son 261 by the 18t Regimou.
1st Division {ARVN), was conceivod as a result of activity and intellipenca
noted in Base Area 101 which indicated that 811 three battalions of 812th
NVA Regiment and the 814th Dattalion (¥-14) were located within the
boundaries of Base Area 101. The mission was to destroy enemy forces,
caches and bunker complexes in this arez prior to the arrival cf the
northeast ronsoon, To accemplish this task, the Blackhorse DBrigade used
a combined force of elements of the 1st Cavalry Division (fdirmobile), the
15t Reginent, 1st Division (ARWN) and the 1-11th RF Dattalion from Quang
Tri. 'The plan was to use four memeuver battalions with two battalions
foriing a ground screening force while G Troop 1-9th Cavalry end the 24
Rrigade Scouts provided air screen on all sides of the operation, Artillery,
AR\ and Air Force support were avcilable on call.

(1) 3d Squadrcn, 5th Arrxred Cavelry and 2d Dettalion, 12th .
Cavalry cuntinued operation Jeb Stuart III in their AO's with 3d Squadron,
5th Armcred Cavalry providing security for Wurer Deach, LZ Herdeors,
Skyking Highway and Highwey 555. They continued to have one company{(-)
CPCWN frem 2d Dattalion, 12th Cavalry for security of IZ Hardcore, a
compeny OFCON from either 1st or 34 Drigades fcr security of Wunder Deach,
ard D Troop, 1st Mattalion, 9th Cavalry OPCON as o maneuver troop. 2d
Battolion, 12th Cavalry continued security of LZ Muney while providing
cne company on standby as a RRF for 1st Bettalion, 7th Gavalry in thsir
blocking mission., f1st Dattalion, 5th Cavelry continued to operate with
two compenies in their AO with CP at IZ Barbara, They comtinued to supply
cne compeny OPCUN to 2d Brigade for security of IZ Jane.

(2) The operation began 11/0700 September 1968 with the air assault
of the fuur maneuver battalions along the southwest houndary of Tiase /rea
101, 1st Dattalion, 8th Cavalry composed of A, D and D Companies and
D Company, 24 Dettalion, 12th Cavalry OFCOM, assaulted into the southwest
end of the line., They were followed by ist Battalion, 5th Cavalry, comrosed
of 2 and D Compznies with C and D Companies 24 Dattalion, 5th Cavalry
COPCCN, who assaulted to the scutheast of 1st Dattalion, 8th Cavelry.

Those two bzttalions were followed by the 3d Dattalion, 1st ARVN Regiment
and the fst Dattalion, 1st ARVN Regiment. -

(3) (nce this wes accomplished, the 1st Dettalion, 7tk Cavalry,
cumposed of 4, B and C Companies were air asaaulted into positions con the
northeest (B Company, 1st Dattalion, 7th Cavelry) and the southeast (A
and C Companies, 1st Dattalion, 7th Cawvalry) portions of Dese ires 101,

B Compony, 1st Dattalion, 7th Cavelry then secured 12's for the three
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coupanies of 1~11 RF Dattalion from Quane Tri., These two battalions
esteblished screening and trail interdiction operations in ecocrdination

with the raneuver battalions. C Troop, 1st Dattalion, 9th Cavalry established
their air screening operations on the flanks and rear arees of the maneuver
battalions while the 2d Drigade Secuts estzblished screening operations

to the northeast and forward of the naneuver battalicns,

(4) The four maneuver battalions sttacked on order to the north-
cast into Base frea 101. Contact with the enemy wes licht the first Aay
cof the operation but picked up as the four battalions proceeded ncrtheast.
Ty 16 Sertember the operction had acccunted for 75 Wi, KILi, capturing 37
soall arms, 2 crew served wezpons, 1,179 large caliber rcunds, 11,102
rounds small arms ammo, 109 hand grenade/mines end destroying 271 bunkers
and 82 hootches.

{(5) 16 Septerber 1968, st Battalion, 8th Cavelry ccmpleted their
line of merch through Baso frea 101, It was then decided to swine this
elepent and attack to the scutheast. This move was intended to drive the
enery back toward the advancing ARVN units, 1st 3attalion, 5th Cavalry also
having ccmpleted thaiv nerch thronph Dase irea 101. On 17 September, ist
Battalicn, 8th Cavalry started their nove tc the scutheast while 1st Dattalicn
5th Cavalry conducted a seerch and clear operation with A and C Companises,
1st Dattalion, 5th Cavelry air assculting to LZ's north of IZ Darbara and
oving northwest. D Company, 1st Bettalion, 5th Cavelry and D Company,
2d Dattalion, 5th Cevalry (OPCON) air zssaulted tc the northwest of thess
two ccrpanies and moved scutheast. E Coupany, 1st Battalion, 5th Cavalry
operated in bleccking positians north of IZ Derbzra, Usually reliabls
intelligence indicated tc Division Headquorters that this area contained
cither en enery headquarters or troop concentration. It was dacided to
expluit this informetion using 1st Bettalion, 5th Cavalry, leanwhile, C
Corpany, 2d BPattalion, 5th Cavalry wcs released CFCUN fron 1st Dettalion,
5th Cevelry, and went UPCQN to 34 Squadron, 5th Armored Cavalry for security.

(6) wWhile these operztions were being conducted, 1st Battalionm,
7th Gavalry used A and D Compenies on a2ir assaults to the southeast of
1Z Barbera outside of Base Area 101 on 18 Septerber. This agzin wes the
result of usually reliable intelligence of enemy activity alone a ridge
line in thebt area, 50 the decision w:s n=de by Division Heoadcuarters to
check this area out. C Company, 1st Battalicn, 7th Cavalry and C Coupany,
24 Rttalion, 12th Cavalry cuntinued their blocking missicn along with
the three companies of the RF Battalion.

(7) 1st Battalion, 8th Cavalry ccntinued to move to the southeast
until 18/1200 September 1968, when they were released (PCON to 1st DNrigade
by direction of Division Headquarters, Cn that day the reneuvering ARVN
Dattelions accounted for 22 NVa KIA elong with 6 small arms, 3 crew served
weapons and 11,040 large caliber rcunds captured,

{8) 1st Dattalion, 5th Cavalry in their ten day operatlon accounted
for 23 Wi KIA as well as capturing 20 small arms, 1 crew served weapon,
1,009 rounds small arms ammw, 7L lerge caliber rounds and 15 hand grenade/
mnes. .

(9) Operations in and around Base Area 101 by 1st Cavalry Division
units continued as Comanche Falls/ILam Son 261 until 02/1200 Cctober 1968.
The tctals for this operation were: 269 Wi KIa, 135 S/a CIA, 12 C/S Wms
CIu, 3,115 1g Cal Rds CLi, 36,797 Rds S/A fumo CIA. The last OPCON unit,
B Company, ist Dattalion, 7th Cavalry returmed OFCUN to 1st Dattalion,
7th Cavalry on 3 Cctcber 1968. The 1st Regiment (ARVN) continued operaticns
in Dose Area 101 under operation Lam Son 261, while the 2d Drigade cormeneccd
operction Comanche Falls Phese (IT, -

(10) The Brigade CP mcved to IZ Nancy ¢n 26 September, keeping cne
company of 1st Dattalion, 5th Cavalry at IZ Jane for security.

(11) At 1120 hours 2 Cetober 1968, 2d Tattalion, 5th Cavalry became
(PCUN to 24 Tirigade with three cumpanies air lifting to LZ Rancy, one
company air lifting to ILZ Hardcore beccming CFCLN to 3d Squadron, 5th -
irrored Cavalry for security and the relief of © Company, 2d Dattaliom,
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12th Czvalry, end one company remaining UFGON to 34 Drigads until 3 Cetober
when it cir lifted to IZ Manay. 2d IDmttalion, 12th Cavalry began their
deployment to their new &0 in the mountainous scuthwest portion of the
Origede iV with 3 ccnpenies air assaulting on 2 Octcber, 1wo congenies

cf 2d Dattalion, 12th Cavalry with C Corpany, 1st Dattalion, 5th Cavalry
end B Company, 1st Dattalicn, Tth Cavrlry CFCN, continued security of 12
Nency, bridges on Ql~1 and opsrations in their iU around 1Z iency, (n 3
Cctober, C Comrany, 1st Dattalion, 5th Cavzlry and U Company, 1st Tattalion,
7th Cevalry returned UPCUN tc¢ their respective battalions ~nd 2d Dattalion,
12th GCavalry begen canstructicn of 2 new firebose, IZ Davis, in their new
4L« C Company, 2d Eh.ttalion, 12th Cavalry countinued security of 1Z Mancy
and geined CPCWN B ompany, 2d Tettalion, 5th Cavelry for thet mission es
well as 1 plateon of C Troop, 3d Squadron, 5th Armored Cavelry for security
¢f the bridges on Ql~1.

(12) At 1200 hours 5 Cctober, the one company of 1st Dattalion,
5th Cavelry at 12 Jane became CPCCN to 2d Dattalion, 5th Cavalry. st 1800
hours 2d Dattalion, S5th Cavalry assumed the responsibility for the security
and operations in the ncrtheast central AC from 24 Tattalion, 12th Cavalry
as their responsibility shifted entirely to their new 40 to the southwest.

¢, With the disruption of the W./VC base area in Dase Area 101,
(peration Comanche Falls FPhase II began 02/1200 October 1968. This
operztion was interded to pursue the enemy intc his rercte base areas to
the southwest and at the same time interdict rice routes tc the lowlands.
Comanche Falls I succeeded in denying the enemy his forward support base
area and disrupted his comenmications. Comanche Falls II mede extensive
use of Division IRRP's and battalion recon teams to f£ix the enemy and
make quick reactior tc intelligence goihered,

(1) (n 5 (ctober, A Troop, 3d Squadren, 5th armored Cavelry cordcned
a village, vicinity of YD 515492, while 3 companies of RF's searched and
cleared the village. B Troop picked up 1 RF Company at YD 505500, blocked
to the southwest, vicinity of YD 488489 to YD 505500, 2 RF Corpanies
(Hai Ieng) air assaulted at 0630 to IZ's at YD 482445 and YD 482485, searched
and eleared northeast into D Trocp, 34 Squadmn, 5th Aroored Cavalry
blocking positions. |

{(2) A and C Companics, 23 Dattelion, 5th Cevalry conducted &
simltaneous night air assault into IZ2's Alpha, Iravo, Charlie and 1, 2 ¥
and 3 respectively. A Compeny cordened cbjective and sécured an IZ for
one platoon ¢f Nationel Iclice whe searched the villege, C Company
provided a screening force on the west side of the river and searched
the village within its zane, (ne platoon was designated as a reaction
force on 15 winute standby. Results: 2 enemy K13, 9 I'W's, 14 detsinees,
7 individual wezpons CIA, 2,500 pounds of rice Clai. N

(3) The 4th Dattalion, tst Regiment, 1st ARVN Divisicu, whils on
a search and clear mission on 8 (ctober, vicinity ¢f IZ Idaho, ran into
on unknown size enemy furce, Results: 8 NVA KIA, 1 crew served weapon
CIA, 16 individual weapons CIL4, 10 hand grenade/mines CIA and 435 large
caliber rounds CIA. E Comamny, 24 Dattalicn, 5th Cavalry air assaulted
at 0705 hours on the same day tc YD 491423 resulting in 4,000 pounds of
rice Cla.

-
N

(4) E Company, 2d Dattalion, 172th Cavalry while on a search md .

clear cperetions on 13 (etober had the following results: 1 WAiKIA md ’
2,760 rcunds small arms ammo CLi. /At the same tire E Company, 1st Dattalion,
5th Cavalry, potrolling north of IZ Barbara in the vicinity of YD 3263547
nade centzet with the enery resulting in 2 NVA K14, 1 individual wezpon

CLi, 25 rcunds sucll zrms ameo CIA.

{(5) The 2d Dattalion, S5th Cavalry omrating to the nurth of the
K6 Dattalicn base area on 27 October killed cne enemy, captured 2 individual
weapons and picked up & Chisu Hoi frcm the K-6 Tattalion, who confirmai
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that the K-6 Tattalion was back in the erea, Uperaticns cn the 28th in

the K-6 and K-5 Iettalion base areas by 's° Dattalion, 5th Cavalry, with
elenents of the 2d Gattalion, 5th Cavalry (ICUN, resulted in 3 enemy KIA,
2 individual weapons CIA, % bunkers and 8 hoctches destroyed, Irigade
Sewuts picked up a Chieu Hoi in the middle of the old K-6 Dattalion base
area, fron the Hal lang security force., He further confirmed the presence
of the K-6 Dattalion in the area, 2d Dattalion, 5th Cavalry elements
found & large number of blocdy bandages and elothing while moving through
the area, when artillery suprorted them. Ir the piedmont area the tst
Sattalion, 5th Cavalry captured 4 NVA rice carriers, from the 32 /dd
Station, K-8 Dattalion, C-2 Transportation Corpany, 7th Frunt end the
88th Hospital., Fast of Davis Hill, 2d Dattalion, 1st ARVN Regiment Id1':3
2 NVi and captured 9 individual weapans, 3 crew served wearons end 102
rounds of 82m rortar, &0m mortar and B0 rockets, also 40 wniforms,

(6} The 1st Dattalion, 5th Cavalry cantinued tc mzke ccrtact on
the 29th of Cctober, killing 2 NVA and capturing 2 AK4,7's, 1 radio with
power pack, and 807 documents. A belt was ceptured on which C-1 K6 was
scratched. At 1900 hours 29 October, 1st Dattalion, 77th Armor became
UPCWN to the 3d Squadron, 5th Armcred Covalry,

{(7) @ 30 Cctober, C Corpany, 1st Datt a]:lon, 11¢h Infantry air
lifted to IZ Mancy, closed at 1230 hours, and bozame CFCWN to 2d Dattelion,
5th Gavalry at {700 hours, A Company, 4th Datizlion, 12th Gavalry became
CPCWN to 24 Dettalion, 5th Cavalry, 1 Compeny, 1st Dattalion, 61st Infan*~
{Mochanized) closed IZ MNancy at 2120 hours. Headquarters Company, 1st
Lattalian, 77th Armor closed LZ Nancy at 2120 hours, OFCON to 24 Prigade,

(8) Cuntact continued against a small size enemy element on the
31st of (ctober, 10 bunkers were destrcyed, 25 8mm rortar rcunds were
found and destroyed, (n two occasions 13t Dattalion, 5th Cavalry engaged
enery mortar crews with artillery as they were attempting to set up, in
ambush resulted in 2 enemy possibly WIA. In the pledmont, 24 Dattalionm,
5th Cavalry oartured o seriously wounded enemy who was shot during the
previous night,

{9) Headquartors Compeny, 3d Squadron, 5th Armored Cavalry departod
Wunder Deach 31/1615 and closed 12 Evans 1710 hours, becoming GFCWN to
the 1st Cavalry Division.

(10) Total enemy losses for Comanche I-‘alls Phase II/Lam Son 261
fram 2 October to 31 Cctober:

KIA 53

POW 6

Chieu Hoil (Btn) 5

S/A 124

¢/s 10

S/A Rds . 22,654

Ig Cal Rds 2,041
Hg/Mines 136

Dunkers 192 !
Hoot ches 95

(11) Total enemy losses for Jeb Stuart’ III and Comanche F'a]ls/
lam Son 261 from 1 fugust to 31 Cctcber:

XA 480 R

POW 2 “

Chieu Hoi (Rtn) 2 .

?/v Def 85 i
A 328

¢/ 37

S/A Rds 65,511

Ig Cal Rds 5,83)

Hg/Mines 263

Rice 39.25 Tons

Samrans 10
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d. Intelligences
(1) Terrain: N Change.
(2} Weather:
(a) Muring the reporting pericd the 2d Drigada AU was under
the influence of the scuthwest and northeas: mopscens. Cloudiness rerained

at 80% average coverage thrcugh the end of the reporting pericd.
(b) Data for pericd:

70.67

Deys w/ Thunder Storms
18
Days w/ Ceilings below 30,000t
63

Maximun Temperature

1050
m%%_atm
hverege Temperature

840

(c) Enemy Situstion: The Hlnckhorse Drigade contimued to
be opposed by elements of the Quang Tri liberation Frent. In ad-~itiom,
Harlet and Village VC loecal farce guerrillas were active during the
reporting period. Enemy units cuntacted during the rerorting period by
the 24 Drigade, included ths Quang Tri Liberation Front Headquarterss
Headquartero, 812th Regiment; Lth Dzttelion, 812th Regimemt; Sth Dattalion,
812th Regiment; 6th Dettalion, 812th Regiment; 808th Dattalion; 814th
Dattalicn; Hai lang local Force Company; Trien Faung Iocal Force Company
znd Fhong IMen Icoal Force Company. These units wers confirmed by FOW
interrogetion and documsnt readcuts.

e. Personnel:
(1) Strength:
(a) Degiming of Feriod: 1/5 2/5 2/12 HHC

Officer 33 k3 37 34
B 823 828 Ti6 192
(b) Bnd of Period: /5 . 2/5 2/ HHC
U ticer 33 31 39 4
B 819 81§ 791 192
{2) Replacements: Received for Period
Officer _ 106
™ 883
Iosses cf Feriod
Ufficer 80
bl 8L

e




e i Y8

(3) Casualties:

KIa
WIA

() ReR:

In Country
Out of Coumtry

{5) Chaplains Activities:

1/5 2/5 2/12 HHC
23 L 13 1
85 49 103 5

1/5 2/5 2/12 HHC
&0 82 9 2,

179 172 176 45

501 services were held in the Drigade

area and 15,733 people attended these services.

(6) Red Cross:
(7) FI0:
period.

(8) Arards:
1/5 0 o 9
255 0 0 5
2/12 o o 17
HHC 0 0 0

o 7 39 8 1
i 1

2 0 5 8 6 11
G

The total number of new cases hendled was 304.
754 home town news releases were submitted during this

DSM  AMV LMV

16

29 55 20

o 1" 27 27

f. The following is the Task Organization of the 2d Jrigade, 1st
Cavalry Dvision (4irmobile) as 31 October 1968.

HHC, 24 Me

1st Dn, 5th Cav

2nd In, 5th Giv

3rd Sqdn, 5th Cav

1st D, T7th arty (0S) (-C Diry)
C Dtry, 2nd Dh, 9th Arty (GS)
&, 1st D, 30th Arty (GSR)

Tm, 5 Wtr Sqdn

Tm, 191st MI Iet

Tm, 7th Fsyops ™
FIO Tm, 15th min Co
Tm, ALC

Section A Dtry, 1st Dn, 44th Arty (CPCON 1-77 Arty)

D Dtry, 2nd Dn, 20th Arty (GSR)
A Dtry, 1st ™, 4LOth Arty

B Co, 8th Engr bn

2nd FSB

D Co, 15th Med Ih

A Co, 27th Mint h

2nd Fit, i Co, 15th S& In

Tm, 13th Sig B

APV Tm, §5th Admin Co

2nd Pit, 5,5th MP Co

3rd Sqd, 25th Inf Fit (Sccut Dog)

g. OCombined operations for reporting period 1 August to 31 Gotober 68,

RF  FF NTFF ARVN  TOTAL

Mat 5 32 32 o 69
Co 69 B 0 0. @
™ 9 1 0 o 10
Pegt 0 0 0 1

h. ir sssaults for reporting period 1 August to-31 October 68.
UNIT w/ Prep w/o Prep Hot IZ  Sum of 1&2
Plat 19 25 0 i~
Co 66 18 0 8, -~
In 1 0 0 1 .
Total 86 13 o 129
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i. logistics: GCeneral: The 2d Forward Support Element supported

the 24 Drigade cambat operations in an exrellent manner with the following

problems during the reporting period,

(1) Class I Support during the roporting period has been satis—
factcry with the excepticn of lee receivec. The gquantity has averaged

epproximately 3.5 tons per day for the period.

August 68 Receiw.d
"4 Rations 99.2
apn " 38 . 5
llcll ] 121 .5
1RRPS 545
Ice 149.8
September 68 Received
A" Rations 69,4
npn n B4
nQH [} R 85 .1‘
LHRFS 4.0
Ice 87 3
October 68 Received
*A" Rations 67.4
npy L 122.5
ngn L 196.6
LRRPS 6.6
Ice 7.8

(2) Class II and IV: Tho supply of class II and IV was satisfactory

during the reporting period.

Twanage for fug Received
Class II 36.6
Class v 261 09
Tonnage for Sep Received
Class II . 619.0
Class 1V ' 338,2
Tonnage for Cct Beceived
Class II o 37.1
Class IV v 378.4

Issued

9.2 t

%.9
107.9

8n3
149.8

Issued

38:!8

69.4, tons
57.9 ¢
55.1 ®
1006 "
87.3 »

Issued

67.l, tons
¥%.6
9.4

6.6
75.8

a=z a3

Issued

29.8 tons
20,2
Issued

47.9 tons
2219 *
Issued

22,2 tons
297.6 "

(3) Class III: Difficulties in cbteining fuel from the 26th
Greup were experienced several times hecause of the corrition of Ql-1
between Quang Tri and our location: 12 Jane and 1Z Kancy.

August 1968 Recequd
JT/k 170,000
MOGAS 60,000
AVGAS 5,000
DF/2 55 ,000
Septenber 1563 Received
JEM, 133,000
MLGAS 76,000
AVGs3 6,000
/2 70,000

Issued

171,000
£0,000
5,300
50,500

Issued
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Qetober 1968 Rece’ ved Issued

JF/4 7000 67,000
MCGLS '.7,' ,000 53,000
AVGAS 0 0
DF/2 5C,000 42,500

{4) Class V: The class ¥ opersti-ms of 15th S&5 was terminated
on 1 August according to instructions of &!.: Commending General, and all
units ncw handle their own Clase V procurerm»rt. (me prcblem all units
within 2d Drigade ccmplain shout is they w.uld prefer petting 81zm HE
"heavy® instead of 8fmm HE “1light" which has replaced the former in the
supply system. 1737.1 8/Tons were received,

(5) weter Peint: The water point operated at 100% capacity on
an average of 26 days out of the month an? 50% the 4 to 5 days left.
The engineers biggest problem in maintaining 10CE capacity is because the
equirment is 14 years old and readily breaks Aown,

(6) ILaundry and Dath: This area is the responsibility of the
1st Iog Command with points at IZ Sharon and Camo Evans. Several units
of the 2d Drigede have utiliezed the [lack Horse laundry (Vietnamese
operated through Drigade S-5) because the servi:e time-wise of above
facilities was unsatisfactory,

(7) Transportation:

(a) land Transportation: lhsatisfactory. Trucks are ordered
by the 24 FSE, through Division transportstica office, from 26th Group.
Subject tmcks will not show at &1l or not at the prescribed time,

(b) aAir (CH-47) transpertation: During reporting period
a totel of 1514 sorties were flown in support of the 2d Irigade. The
CH-47 suppert, furnished by 11th Aviation Group was excellent.

v (8) Mintainance: [ Dst, 27th Maintainance mattalicn supports
the Irigade in an excellent manner. Job crders ccmpleted from 1 Angust
to 31 (ctcber were:

Auto 162 +
Armanent, 577
Electronics 1011
Service 177
Eng 179

{a) Comstruction and facn.htleax Vertical and horizental
canstruction in support of the 2d Drigade was provided by the 14th Engineer
Dattalion and B Company, Ath Engineer Dettalion in an excellent manner,

2. (C) Section 2. 1Isssons learmed.
&, FPFersonnel: Momne.

be Operations: -
N
(1) Ilumination for night movement: A

(2) Observation: Ground moverent of units, in compeny and
mltirle company night operations is difficult Aduring periods when natural
iYlumination is less than 20%.

(b) Evaluation: Indirect artillery or airborne f.llumination
can successfully be used to assist in terrein neviection on? contrcl of
elements without compromising locaticn and intentioms, irtificial illum-
ination will provide sufficient light to nepotiate Ai ficult terrain and
obstacles, and cwatrol subordincte elements, The 1llurination may be
‘employed twu or three kilcmsters frum the griund fonces and still provide
the subdued illumination required,
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(c¢) Recommendation: When natural illumination is 20% or
less, thet artificial illumination be ured Lo provide the prcund forces
sufficient illurrination to negotiate dif?.::'t terrain.

(2) Maximizing smbush activities :m riece routes:

(a) servation: The mltitxie of rice routes traversing
the Fiedmont area requires that combat pov: be properly organized eand
rcsitioned to impede enery movement. i

(b) Evalueticn: A rifle cowmjuny can estzblish up to eight
night ambushes, each of sufficient strenpth to successfully enpaze the
enemy rice carrying parties usually encoun‘ered. The ambush sites should
ccver a 1500-2000 meter front, and be reconned during daylicht. Reducing
the number of ambushes to fcur allows the cumrany to have a corbat patrol
between positions. Small, mltiple ambushes recuire that the soltiers are
cunstently alert during the night and therefore day operations should
be planned to provide time for rest.

(c) Recammendation: To successfnlly interdict rice carrying
reutes, it is necessary tu cuver up to a 2000 metar frent with one company
by using small maltiple ambushes and combat prirols.

(3) Stay Dehind Frrces in Willage:

(a) (bservaticn: Continued surveillance of villape immadist-
aftor orerations has proven to be successful in interdictine enery activicy
within the objective area.

{v) Evaluation: In recent oparaticns involving a cordon and
search it has been found that a stay behird force of 1 platoon is usually
successful in interdicting enemy aotivity within the objective area, The
ssarch by U.S. forces is not completely effective and some enemy items are
usually left undiscoversd. The WA/VC habitually returnto a village
after the oper:tion to resover weapons, food an’ ecuirment.

(c) Recommendation: That one platoon be used as a stay
bohind forec upon compleotion of cordon and search cperations cf villages,

(4) Training: MNone.
(5) Intelligencs:

(a) Intercugations
(servation: Dy using photographs and relief maps,
IPW was able to get more detalled information out of detainees,

2 Evalustion: During the pericd of Comanche Falls I,
it was noted that with a more detailed interrogation by Drigade IFW, and
with the use of relief maps and photograrhs of the areait was in meny
instances very sasy to back track Chieu Hoi's and PuW's, to their batta]ion
and ccompeny locations. During Comanche Falls III a file <f rhotorraphs
«f the hamlets in the AC proved very effective in interrocations of IC' =
CD!'s and PUi's, They could see their hamlet and point out the houses
and bunkers in which VC and infrastructure personnel used as hifing places.

Recommendation: That relief mars an® serial rhetos
be made available to IPW teams for use in interrogation of detainees.

(6) logistics: None,
(7) Organization: None
(8) thers: Mone
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3. (C) Section 3. Headquarters, Ierartme-t of the Army Survey Inform-ticm.

BEscape, evaziun and survival information: 3gative report.

FUR THE CUMMANDER :

Annex A - 2d Drigads AU
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ALVA 3. " > JR.
Major, fantry
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imnex 4 (2d Drigade .U) to (perational Percrt of 2d Trigade, 1 ACD for
period ending 31 Cotober 1968,
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