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1. (C) Section 1. Cperations: Significant Activities. 

a.. Drrlng the reporting pericxi 1 August 1968 - 31 October 1968 the 
2d Drigade, 1st cavalry DI.vision (AM) participated in operation Jeb 
Stuart lll and from the period 11/0700 September 196'1 - 02/1200 Q:tober 
1968 ccoiucted operati'*l Comnche Falli (Lam Son 261 ) with units from 
the 1st am 3d Brigades and the tat Q:tgi.ment, 1st Di.vision (ARVN). From 
the period 02/1200 October 1968 - continuing throu~h the report.in€ period 
the 2d Drigade conducted operatim Comanche fa.lls Hlase II in cOnjunction 
with the tst ARVN Bag!.me,rt. •s continuing operation lam Son 261. 

{1) C,pera.tion Jab Stuart III he?,!111 17 lily 1968 and C<Xlt1nued 
through the reporting period. The alignment o! the 2d Dri1ade AC at the 
beg:l.nn:ing of the report.ing period had '.3d Squadron, 5th .Armred Cavalry 
respomsible ror secia-ity of 'INnder Dea.eh, 1Z Hardcore, Sk:fki.n~ Blvd and 
thet portion of H:l.ghwa.y 555 in the Ilrlgade AO, with their CP located at 
'Minder Beach. 3d Squadron, 5th Armored Ce.valry ccntinued to have OPOON 
t.u them one CCllllpll.lV fI'Olll the 1st Drigade al.t..,m~tinp. with one COlllJXUJY 
of' the Jd Brigade for the security of 11.\mder Tleach. They also had one 
company(-) fl'QJD 2d l3attalim, 12th Cavalry OPCON tor the security or IZ 
Hardcore and one tro0p, D 1-9 Ca.val.ry OPCON as a twneuver troop1 f.ci..v.i.nir 
then .3 &n111red troops to operate with. D t-9 Cavalry remained OPCON 
until ~/102D O::td':>er 1968, when they :returned OPCON to 1-9 Cavalry. 

(2) 2d ISttalion, 12th Cavalry had their CP loea.ted at LZ Nancy 
and was responsible for the security of lZ Nancy and the Brigade portion 
or QL-1 along with ~hti north end aouth brid~o. 'Ibey supplied one 
company(-) to 3d Squadrc:n, 5th Arm>red Cavalry for security of lZ Hardcore 
and used the one ple.toon or this OE'CON company to secure the two bridp:es. 
Their area or operation.s covered the northea:it 'cent~l portion of the 
Bl':l.gade AO and they operated with 3 maneuver com,panies. 

(3) 1st ll!lttalion, 5th CavaJ.r:y had their CI' located at IZ 
rlarbarn and wc.s responaible for its security, while prorldinf!: one company­
OPClm to 2d Br-:1..gade far security ot IZ Jene, the Brig~. CF. 'lbey· operated 
in the eouthweet cent.r&.l portion of the Br:l.gade AO with J·msnSU'Ver 
com;lll?li es • ' 

(4) 2d IBttal:l.on, Sth Ca.valrr was responsible for operation:J 
in the sruthwest portion of' the Brigade AO and ·bed their CP located at 
IZ C-lrol. lbey operated with four maneuver canpanies. 

(5) ~activity in the 110nth Of' August increased, with the 
eJ!i>loyment o! mortars against L'Z 1s and COl:lpany FOB 1S throughout t.he AO. 

This aggressive eneJIV activity culmi.ne.ted at 0054 hout's on the 16th ot 
August. An estimated reinforced Sawer Company launch~ a coordmated 
mortar end ground atte.ck cm the southern portion or the P'7.rillleter or IZ . 
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Nancy. This contact resulted in 15 sappers penetrat:in,. th& pttr~r 
wires e.nd throwing satchel charges at its defenders. Alti. 1 artillery, 
the Air Force tunship 11Spooky 11 and 11th Aviation Group fl.areships were 
e:o.ployed by the 2d Ir.ttalion, 12th Cavalry in tbe defense of IZ Nancy. 
The result of this attack was 18. U.S. KIA uid 55 U.S. WI:., while the 
enai;u had 17 XIA and 2 PC)I WIA. or.te·ene~ equi~nt losses .,iere 7 
scall arms, 6 crew sarved weapons, 2 large caliber rounds, 360 rounds 
sI:JB.11 arms aJli"O and t t satchel che.r~es. The eveniny of the 16th found 
lights and :individuals si~hted to the south and west of IZ Nancy. 
t.rtil.lery and ./\Rh engaged with a negative assessJ;J8Ilt. 

(~) Ch 26 J.uguBt, 2d Ik.ttalian, 8th O:.val:ry was released OFCCN 
to the 1st Brigade leaving LZ Cerol to the cmtrol ot Jd Brigade and 2d 
Dc:.ttalicn, 5th Ct,valry. The Br;igade AO was altered at this time with 
2d Dattalion, 8th Cc.vaJ.r,yte !orr:ier AO being divided east and wst between 
the 2d Brigade and the )d Drigade. 

(7) 2he evening of 8 Septei:iber and ear4' D>ming of 9 Sepl;ember 
bro~t renewed enem,y activity in the vicinity of LZ Nancy. J.pproxima.tel.y 
200 individU.'.l.ls, rice carriers/NIJi.., were sightetl P.ni engaged by units of 
the 2d Battalion, 12th Cavalry throughout the evening. ~spite extensive 
use o! artillery, ARA am flareships 1 a !irst light re con revea.l.ed negative 
onocy ee.sualtios. A questioning ot villap,ers in the area. p.-a.ve evidence 
that at least 20 eDeJ:\T were carried off the battlefield by clll!ll'8dea. AB 
3. result of this activity 1 night collbat patrols were established in the 
vicinity of IZ Nancy. 

b. ~ation Ck>mnche Falls, desiiJlated Lam Son 261 by the 1st Be~~". 
t1:1t Division (ARVN), was conceived o.s a result of activity snci'intellipenc;:: 
noted in Daso Area 101 which Wicated that all three battalions of 812th 
NVJ;. B3giment and the B14th Da.ttalion (K-14) were located within the 
boundaries o! Bs:ie Area 101 • 'l'he cd.ssion wna to destroy enem,:r forces• 
caches a.rrl bunker ccmplexes in this :u-ea prior to the arrival cf the 
northeii.st mnsotn. To accomplish this task, the Dlackhone IJrlgacl.e ueed 
n COt!bined force o! elaoents or tht1 1st Cavnlry Di.vision (/drr:iobile), the 
1st Ieginent., 1st DI.vision (ARVN) and the 1-11th RF Da.ttaliQ'l frc:a Qlan~ 
Tri. 'lhe plan was to use four maneuver battalions with t\oKI b!\ttalions 
fo?'tling a ground acreen:tng force while C Trogp 1-9th Cav"lr.v en,. th• 2d 
Brigade Scouts provided air screen on all sides of the operation. Artillery, 
/JL\ an:! Air Force support were avc.ilable on call. 

(1) 3d Squadrcn, 5th t.rtturerl CAval:ry an' 2d Dettalion, 12th 
Ca.v.:U:ry ccntinued operation Jeb Stuart III in their A01s with Jd Souadron, 
5th t.rmcred Cavalry providing security for Wun1er Deach, lZ furdcore, 
5qking Highway and Highway 555. 'Ibey continued to h:?.ve one comJXl.11Y(-) 
OI'CON from 2d Do.ttnllon, 12th Cavalry for security o! IZ He.rdcore, a 
Canpl!Jly Cf'CON from either 1st or 3d Drigades fer security or Wmdttr !leach, 
am D Troop, 1st ihttalion. 9th Cavalry OPCON as n. maneuver troop. 2d 
Battclion, 12th Cavalry Cvnti.tmed security or LZ lhney while provic1inir 
one C<JllllXlll7 on stnndby' as a RRF for 1st Ikttalion, 7th Cavalry 1n th"ir 
blDcking :mission. 1st Dattalion, 5th Cave.lry cc•ntinued to operate with 
tw c~es in their J..0 with CP at IZ Barbara. They continued to supply 
one compeny OPCUN to 2d Brigade for security· Qf 1Z Jane. 

' 
(2) 'lbe operation bepan 11/fllOO Septei:ber 1968 with the a.ir assault 

of the rc.ur maneuver bo.ttalions along the sauthwest bwndary or ;-ue Area 
101. 1st Dlttalion, 8th Cavalry composed o! A, n and .Q Companies and 
D Cbmpany, 2d &ttnlion, 12th Cavalry OFCON, assaulted ihto the sout.hwest 
end o! the line. '!'hey were f'o=!,lowed by 1st Datta.lion, 5th'"(A.va1ey', comrosee 
of A and D Cocq:cnies with C and D Conp:mies 2d Dattalion, 5th -(;iival.ry 
OPCON, who assaulted to the sc.utheast ot 1st Dattdion, 8th CaVl':lr)'. 
Thdse two b;;ttalions were followed by the 3d Dnttnlion, 1st ARVN Re~nt 
and the 1st 33.ttallon, 1st .ffiVN .Rep;iment. · 

(3) Cnce this ~s accomplished, the 1st lbttalion, 7th Cavalry, 
cu:iposed or A, D ~ C Companies were air aa&.nulted into positions on the 
ncrthee~t (13 ~, 1st Dattnlion, 7th Cavdey) and the soothea!lt (A 
and C CQllPllllies. 1st :rbttnliun, 7t.h Ccvnl:ry) portions ot Iln.se f;rea 101. 
D ~. 1st nat.talion, 7th Cavnl:ry then secured I.Z's !or the three 
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cOL!p3.nies of 1-11 RF Ilattalion from Q.Jane: Tri. These two battalions 
estc.blished screeninf and trail interdiction operations in coordination 
with the ameuver battalions. C Troop, 1st futtallon, 9th cavalry established 
their :lir screening operatim.s on the fl:mks nnd rear a.rees of the maneuver 
battalions while the 2d Drigade Sc<-Uts est~blished screenin!? operations 
to the northoost c.nd f'orwnrd of the rnneuver battalions. 

(4) The four maneuver battalions etta.cked on order to the north-
1;D.st into Base 1;rea. 101, Contact with the enemy 'ln'.s lirht the first <!a;y­
of the operation but pi.eked up as the four battalions proceeded ncrtheast. 
I8" 16 Ser:tember the oper::..tion had accounted for 75 NV;. KLl, capturinp, 37 
soall arms, 2 crew served wel!.pons, 1,179 l'.'.l'ge caliber rcunds, 11,102 
rounds scall arDB a.r.Jll01 109 hand grenade/mnes em r!estroying 271 bunkers 
and 32 hootches. 

(5) 16 Septamer 1968, 1st Ibttalion, 8th Caw.lry cccipleted their 
line of l!lP.l'ch through Daso /.rea 101. l't was then decided to swin11 this 
els~t an:1 attack to the southeast. This J:¥>ve WllS inteni:le:-1 to drive the 
enec;r back towo.rd the advancing i.RITN units, 1st Jathlion, 5th Cavtlry also 
having ooopleted theil' f.ll'l"Ch thruuph na.se ,';rea 101. 0n 17 SepteJ:lber, 1st 
Battl!.lion, Sth Cavalry started their rJove tc. the scutheast while 1st Datt3llcn 
5th Cavnlr;y cvnducted a aee.rch a.ncl clear opero.tion with A and C CoC'lp&Zlies, 
1st Datto.lion, 5th C:l.vclr,r air ass.:.ultin17 to IZ's north of LZ :larbara. and 
wv.ing northwest. D ~. 1st Dcttalion, 5th Ca:mlry and D Co~, 
2d J!l.ttalion, 5th Ce"t'31.r7 (OPCON) llir assaulted tc the northwest of these 
two ocnpanies and I.lOV8d southeast. E Cocipa.ny, !st Dnttalion, 5th Ca.val.'"]' 
operated in blccldng positions north of I.Z De.rbc:ra. Usual.4" reliable 
intelligence indicated to Di.visicn ltiadqu~rters tMt this area contained 
oithor en enel'!O" hendqUArt•rs or troop cone9ntration. It was dacidA<t to 
oxpl.uit this information using 1st Dc.ttalion, 5th C'Avnlry. Meanwhile, c· 
Col:lpm'l,y1 2d Eattaliai., 5th Cavalry ~a released 0PC0N fron 1st ~ttalion, 
5th Cevz:Ur,y 1 end went. UPCLW to 3d Squ.odron, 5th }.rlll)1'ed Cavalry for security. 

(6) While these operations were being caiducted, 1st na.ttalion, 
7th Cavalry used A and D Cotlpl:.nie:i on air nose.ult.a to the southeast of 
lZ Inrbcra outside of !Jase llraa 101 on 18 Septemer. This again Wt'.S the 
result of usually reliiible intel.l.4-enee of enemy o.ctivity alonf' o. ridge 
1:1.mi in that. lll"ea, 80 the decision w, e rr.de by Di. vioion Hoo.dc-uort.ers to 
check this area out. C C<;J:JPlllY, 1st Cattalion, 1th Cavalry and C Company, 
2d Ihttalion, 12th Cavalry cc.ntinued their bl.ocldnp: mssion alon,11 with 
the three ca::ipaniol!I of the RF Dattallon. 

(7) 1st Datte.lion, Sth Cavalry continued to mCV"e to the southeast 
unt.11 18/1200 September 196B, when they were relea:;ed Cl'CON to 1~t 111.·ifade 
by direction of Division Hee.dqua.rters. Ch thn.t day the re.neuvering :JlVN 
D£'.t~on5 ~ccounted for 22 NVA KIA along with 6 5maJ.l arms, 3 crew served 
we~ns and 11 1040 large caliber rcunde captured. 

{8) fst Dattallcn,, 5th Cavalty in their ten day operation acconnted 
tor 23 Nil. Ila~ well as capturing 20 snail arms, 1 crew served weapon, 
1,009 rcunds small lll'l:IB a1111D 1 74 luge caliber rounds aI¥i 15 hand grenM.e/ 
mines. 

(9) Operations in and aroum Base ,,\rea 101 by 1st Cavalr,y ntvision 
unit11 exintinued as Comanche Falls/Lan Son 261 unti1 02/1200 O:tober 1968. 
The tvtal.8 for this operation were: 269 Nl.t.. KIA, 135 S/A c:u., 12 C/S WJn:I 
CL., J, 115 Lg Cal !tis CLl, 36,797 Reis S/A /~ CI!.. The lAst OPCON mtlt, 
D Company, tst Datte.lion, 7th Cavalry returned OF<XJN to 1st Da.ttalion, 
7th Co.valz7 on .3 C.Ctcber 1968. The tst Reg~t {ARVN) continued opernticns 
in B::.se Area 101 under operation tam Son 261, 'W'hile the 2d J.?.rigade cocnnenccd 
opernticn <'A;oanche Falls Phe.se ,u. 

( 10) '!he Brigade CP ~ved to IZ Nancy on 26 Sept.enber 1 keepinv one 
comµmy of 1st Dattalion, 5th Cavalry at IZ Jane for seclU'.ity. 

(11) At 1120 hours 2 Cctober 1968, 2d !:nttalion, 5th C!lvnlry became 
{;}'C~ to 2d Iirig.'l.de with three CUC1pll?lies air lifting to IZ Nancy; one 
col:JPOllY air lifting to LZ Hardcore becC!':linr" cFCL.N to '.3d Squa<l.ron,, 5th 
hl'nlred Co.valry for Sl;lCurit;y am the rr.:lief of ~ Co~, 2d aittallcn, 
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12th Cc'mlry, C.IJi one ccu--,.,an.y reunln.1.ng vFt::ON to .3d !Jrignde until J Cctober 
whon it cl.r ll.rt.ed to IZ N:may. 2d Ih.tte.l:!..:m, 12th Ca.va.lry be11:;m their 
deployment to their new ,;.0 in the mountainous scutmrest p:>rtian o! the 
"3r1.gr.de i,U with J ccopt.nies air nssnultinp; en 2 October. 1'wo coinrt'.llies 
ct 2d Dattallon, 12th Cavalry with C Coi::irarv, 1st Dattalion, 5th Cavalry 
end D Company, 1st Dattalicn, 7th Cn.vr.L'ry CFCCN, continued security or IZ 
Nancy, bridges on QL-1 and opsrations in their illi around IZ i'ency. Cn J 
Chtober, C Co1'1fa.o,y, 1st Int talion, 5th Cn.vc.lry e.?Xl. t Company, 1st I:attalion, 
7th Cn.valry returned OPCvN tc... their respective battalions '..'.nrl 2d :httalion', 
12th Cn.v~lry beg--._n caistructicn of e. new firebc.se, IZ tavis, in their new 
i.u. C Company, 2d ~ttalion, 12th Cavalry cc.ntinued security or lZ 1-hncy 
Md gclned OPCiB D ~ompacy, 2d ::b.ttalion, .5th Cavalry !or tbct J!lission e.s 
well as 1 pktcon of C Troop, .3d Squadron, 5th f.n:l)red Ca.w.lr,y for security 
c,;f the bridges on Ql.r-1. 

( 12) la, 1200 hours 5 C:Ctober 1 the one ccq:any C1f 1st !lat talion, 
5th Cn.wlry at lZ Jane became CPCCN to 2d Datta.lion, 5th Canlry. .t.t tSCO 
hours 2d Datto.lion, 5th Cavnlry ti.Ssm:ied the responsibility for the security 
a.,d operations in the ncrthetist cent:rol AC from 2d Ilattalion, 12th c.av.?.lry 
a.5 their responsibility shi.rt.ed entirely to their new AO to the ooutbwest. 

c. With the disruption of the WJ./VC base .u-ea in Dase Area 101, 
Cperotion Comanche Fo.lls Ph!l.se II began 02/1:.cPO o::tober 1968. ThiS 
operc.tion wu.s interned to pursue the en&l:IY' into his remte base areas to 
the SQlthwest and at the Sl!lml tima interdict rice routes tc the lowlands. 
Comanche Falls I succeeded in denying the enem;y his forw:u'd support bc.se 
n.rea nnd disrupted his oom:mnic~tions. Comanche Falls II l!l!!de extensive 
use of Di.vision IBltP1s and battalion recon teal!ls to fix the eneit\Y and 
moke quick reaction tc intelligence gcthered. 

(1) ~ 5 Cctober, A Troop, 3d Squa1ron, 5th .t.r110red c.av<.l.ry cordcned 
a village, vicinity or YD 515492, while 3 companies or RF's searched and 
cleared the village. D Troop picked up 1 RF Company at YD 505500, blocked 
to the e.:mthwest, vicinity of YD 4804B9 t..o YD 505500. 2 RF Conpanies 
(Hai I.ang) air assaulted at 0630 to IZts at YD 482445 and YD 4B2A85, searched 
nnd clearod no~h&a.st int...i D Trocp, 3d Sq=dron~ 5th Arm:>r.d C:!i.valry · 
blocking positions. ·. 

(2} A and C COJ!IPElllios, 2d Da.ttalion, 5th ·C-...-vn.lry oonduoted a 
sicult.o.neous night air aseault into 12 1s Alpha, I"iravo, Charlie and 1, 2 
and 3 res:i;ective4r. A Q::mr .. ".IJY ccrdc;ned objective illid secured nn IZ for 
one platoon cf l'htione.1 I'clice who :ieL!.rched the vil.Jege. G Co?!!pony 
provided a screening fcrce on the west side cf the rive:i:- and searched 
the village within its zone. Che platocn was designated as a retlction 
for-co on 15 J:Iinute 21tandb7. B1';8Ults: 2 ~elf\T KL'i., 9 IW1 s 1 14 dets.inecs, 
7 individual weapons CIA, 2,500 pounds of rice CI;.. \ 

'· 
C,) Tho 4th !httall;.n1 1~t atgil!lent, 1t1t ARYN Dl.vi~oo, ldUJL, on 

a search and clear mission on S C.Ctober, vicinity cf IZ Idahd.,_ ran into 
rn unkno-wn size ene~ rl.il'Ce. Results: B Nit. KIA, 1 crew served veapon 
CIA, 16 indi tldual. ~aµm:;i CIA, 10 hand ~I'tlnade/mine8 CIA and 43.5·· large 
caliber I'QUDds CIA. E Cotv:L:i::ey-1 2d l:lattallcn, 5th Cavalry air assaulted 
nt 0705 hours cn the 88.l!I' ~ tc YD 491423 resulting in 4 1000 pounds o! 
rice CL .. 

., 

(4) E Coopa.ny, 2d iJat talion, 1 ?.th Cavnlry while on a search m d "-. 
claii.r opere.tions on 13 U:tobGr had the following results: 1 NVt. Ill md 
2, 7&:> rcunds Sl'lall arms a.nn:i CL1 • fj; the same tir.e E Company, 1 st Dat talio!:l .· 
5th fuvalry, p.;~trolline; north of lZ Darbarn in the vicinity of YD :326347 
n'lde c"nte.ct with the enaey resulting in 2 NVA KI:., 1 indi.vidual. weepon 
CL., 25 rc,tmds sucll arms 8J!Bl CIA. 

(5) 'Ihe 2d Dattalitn, 5th Cavnlry o:t13 r.'.lting to the nc.;rth of the 
K-6 L?.:i.ttalic.n base area M 27 October killed une enei:iy, cnpt.ured 2 individual 
wear-ons ood }.'1cked up t. Chic:.u Jt;i frc.m the K-6 ratt:ilion, who conf~ 
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th:!t the K--6 Dnttnlion was ho.ck in the area. ~rations en the 2Sth in 
the K--6 t111.d K-5 Dctt3lion bll.se arens by '.:-.~, Ilnttallon, 5th Qivalry, with 
ele~nts of the 2d Datt.'.l.lion, 5th Ca.valr;· w"U..N, resulted in 3 enenv KL\ 1 

2 individual weapons CIA, 91+ bi.mkers ~ 8 hoctches destroyed. Itiga.de 
SCi...uts picked up t. Chieu Hoi m the mi.rldle of the old K-6 JJattalion base 
art:a1 f1'.1Ll the lh1 Lang security force. He fUrther confirmed th• presence 
of the K-6 Ihttnlion in the area. 2d !3o.tt11llon, 5th Cav.Ury elements 
flJ\ll'ld l:. large nuni>er or bl.ocdy bandag"s e.nd clothin,; while mving throuph 
the arun, when artillery supported thee. lb. the pl.ednmt erea the 1st 
;:Jattalion, 5th Cavalry captured 4 NVA rice c-.arriers, i'rcm the 32 iiid 
St.ation, K-8 Ihttalicn, C-2 Transportation Coapany, 7th F.r...:it flllrl the 
Bath Hosp.tal. Ea.st of lilvis Hill, 2d Datto.lion, 1st 1JiVN Regiment kl.l,_::.~ 
2 NVA lllld ca?;ured 9 individual weapons, 3 crew served weapons end 1~ 
NUIJds of 82I!m oortar, Wmm. murt.ar and 13-40 rcckets, a:bo 40 uniforms. 

(6) lhe 1st lJattalion, 5th Caw.l.ry caitinut!d tc make ccnt;act on 
the 29th o! Q:tober, killing 2 NVh. and ca~urin~ 2 AK."'47's, 1 radio with 
power pack, llnd 007 doCIElellts. A belt w..s ce.P:,ured on Wich C-1 K-6 Wll.S 

scratchod. At. 1900 hours 29 October, 1st Ihttalion, 'l?t.h ,'\mQr became 
OPCUl to the 3d Sq~, Sth Jirllered Cnvalry. 

(7) Ch 30 O=tober, C Com:ian.Y, 1st Dl!.ttalicn, 11th Jhfantry air 
11.fted to LZ H:mcy, closed at 12.30 hours, and :ic~ Ol'CLN to 2d Latte.lions 
5th Ca.w.lry at 1700 hours. A~. 4th ra.t:.~uon, 12th Cavalry becai:J!I 
QPCl.JI to 2d Ihttnlion, 5th CRvalcy. !) Conpl!.ey, 1st nattalion, 61st !nfan•..-. 
(M:lchanimed) eloaed IZ Maney tLt 2J2D hcurs. lead.quart.ere Company, 1st 
Dattalian, 'l?t.h 1tr1Jm' clcaed LZ Maney at 2120 hours, OFCOH to 2d Drigade. 

(8) ~<i.ct. ~imled ag:dnat a small size enem,r element on the 
,31st of Cctober. 10 bunkers 1o1111re destrcyed, 25 82mz:i m:>rtar r<:'ll!lds were 
found :mi dewtr01'9d. Ui t\o!Q occasions 1st Jlatt&lion, 5th Cavalr,y en~ 
enei:ir oortar er8W8 with artiller.v as they were attempting to set up. An 
ambush reaulted in 2 CezJ\T possib~ WIA. !n the piedmont., 2d Ikttallon, 
5th C:i.valr;y o.:i.rtured n serioue~ W<-Un<led ene• who wns Bhat durin~ th& 
previous night. 

(9) Headquarton <hlllPflll.71 .3d Squadron, 5th /.mored Cavalry departed 
\.Nnder Deach 31/1615 and closed LZ EYans 1710 hours, becoming OFC<M to 
the 1st. CavalJ:7 Di.vision. 

(10) Total enell\V' losses rc:r Co=che Falls !base ll/Lam Son 261 
!rem 2 October to .31 O:tober i 

KIA 
l'Q( 

Chieu 8:>1 (Rtn) 
S/A 
C/S 
5/A Rds 
le Cal Rds 
Hi/Hi.nee 
!llnkel'8 
Hootcbes 

53 
6 
5 
124 
10 
22,654 
2,041 
1.36 
192 
95 

(11) Total enem,r losses !or Jeb stuart ·III and Comanche Falls/ 
lam Son 261 tran 1 .August to 31 Cct~r: · 

lW 
PUi 
Qlieu Ii.ii (ltn) 
C:l.v De! 
S/A 
C/S 
S/A Bds 
lg Cal. &111 
ag/Ml.nee 
Rl.ce 
Smar.ans 

480 
21 
2 
s; 
328 
.37 
65t411 
5#82:> 
263 
39.25 Tons 
10 
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,,,... @; d J6r2f" I U'li_ ,.,,. ' ' 
ct. !ntelligencei 

( 1 ) Terrain: lb Change • 

(2) Weather: 

(a) D.tring the reporting period the 2d Driglld3 AO was under 
the in!luence of the southwest and northen:,;; monscona. c.:.oudinee:s remained 
at 80% average covara.ge thr<:ugh the end of !:he reporting pEiriod. 

(b) re.ta !or pericd: 

PreciRi.tation 
70.67 

nrrs w/ Thunder storms 
18 

ll!.ys y/ Ceil,;1.ngs belox JQ,000 I 
63 

kvere.ge Temtere.ture 
860 

(c) ~ Situation: '.lhe Dl.nckhorse tlrigade continUed to 
be opposed by elemnts of the Quang Tri Ll.beration Fr<:.nt. In ad•"ition, 
He.cl.et Md Village VC local farce guerril.J.M were active durinr. the 
raporting period. Enerq units e1,;ntc.cted durin,!!: the reportin,ir per10d by 
the 2d Drigade, included the Ql.ang Tri Liberation Front I»adquarters; 
H:ladquartero, 812th llegiment; 4th Oltte.lionf 812th Be~{ 5th ~ttallan, 
812th Regiment; 6th Il!.ttalion, S12th Ilegiment; 808th D:i.ttalion; S14th 
:JD.tta.licn; Hai Lang Locnl Force Ccm:i:;any; Tr:ien Fh(.ng Local For~ Compa?!1' 
c:nd fhong Dion looal Force Ccmr.rui;r. These units were ec;nfirn.ed by f<...'W 
interrogc.tion and document readcuts. 

e. Peraonnel: 

(1) Strength: 

(a) D3ginning of Period: 1/5 2/5 2/12 HHC 

Officer 33 34 37 34 
EH 823·· 828 776 192 

(b) End of Period; 1/5 
' 

2/5 2/12 BHC 

CLf'i.cer 33 ·. 37 39 41 
J!M 619 816 791 192 

(2) &!placements: Deceived for Period 

Officer 106 
l!M 88) 

I.Dases cf Feriod 

Officer so 
EM 8S4 
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,,. .,,.. 

t8tJ;n;vEJ\i, /AL 
(3) Casualties: 1/5 2/5 2/12 HHC 

Kilt 
,,, 

4 1.3 1 ~-.~ 

WIA tl5 49 103 5 

(4) B&R: 1/5 2/5 2/12 HHC 

.In Country ;·o 82 92 24 
Ckit of Country 1'( 1 172 176 45 

(5) Chaplains Activities; 501 services were held in the :rigade 
o.rea and 15 ,'7)3 people attended these services. 

(6) Bed Cross: The total nuui>er of new cases henrtled was 304. 

(7) PIO: 754 home tuwn news releases were submitted cturiIJF this 
period. 

(B) Awards: MH me SS DFC SM DSV DSM lUW i.Qf.V 

1/5 0 0 9 0 7 .39 Af> 1 16 
2/5 0 0 ; 1 4 29 55 1 20 
2/12 0 0 17 2 0 52 89 6 11 
HHC 0 0 0 0 0 0 11 Xl 27 

r. The follolling is the Task Organization of the 2d :3rl.gade, 1st 
Cavalry Dl.visicn (Aimobile) as 31 October 1968. 

HHC, 2d Die 
tat. Ih, 5th Ca.v 
2nd Thi, 5th Cnv 
Jrd Sqdn, 5th Cav 

fii, 5 Wt.r Sqdn 
Tm, 191 st MI D!t 
'lh, 7th Thycpl'I !h 
FIO Tm, 15th /Dlllin Co 
'Jm, JiLO 1st. Ih, 77th Art7 {n>) (-C Dt.17) 

C Il:.ry, 2nd Ih, %th Art7 (GS) 
A, 1st Ih, 30th Arty (GSR) 
Section A IJ;ry, 1st Ih, 44th t.rty (<PCON 1-77 Arty) 
D Dtry, 2nd lh, 2:>th .Arly (GS'R) 
A Dtry, 1st !h, 4oth Nty 
D Co, 8th l!hgr Ih 
2nd FSE 
D Co, 15th Mad Ih 
A Co, 27th ~t Ih 
2nd flt, h. eo, 15th S&S Ih 
'lb, 13th Sig Ih 
JiPu Ti::, 15th Adillin Co 
2nd Plt 1 545th MP Co 
.3rd Sqd, 25th Int Flt (Sccut D:>g) 

g. Combmcd oporationo tar report.ing period 1 August to 31 Gct.obor 68. 

RF PF NI'FF ARVN TOTAL 

Plat 5 .32 .32 0 69 
Co 69 Z3 0 0 92 
In 9 1 0 0 10 
Belgt 0 0 0 1 

h. ~r essaul.ts rvr report.1ng period 1 ~st t0-..31 October 68. 
' 

UNIT w/ Prep w/o Prep Hot IZ ' su;m or 1&2 

Plat 19 
Co 66 

25 0 44' 
1s 0 84 "---- .... 

Ih 1 0 0 1 
Total 86 43 0 129 
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i. logistics 1 Cener~l1 '!he 2d Fo:rward Support Element supported 
the 2d Drigade cO!'!Dat operations in an e~~~Uent :ma."lller with the i'oll.owillg 
problems during the reporting period. 

(t) Class r Support durin~ the T:O:lY.lrtinp period has been satis­
factcry w.l.th the e."tcepti<.:n of ice recaive<i. The qua.."'ltity has averared 
approx.:ii;ntely 3.5 tClna per da,y for the period. 

August 68 BeceJ·1;..d Issued 

"An Bat.ions 99.2 w.2 t.:.as 
"D" It ,38.5 96.9 n 

"C" ti 121 .5 HY/. '1 II 

1BRPS 5.5 S.J • 
Ice 149.8 149.S II 

Sept.eni>er 68 Deceived Issued 

"A" Rations 69.I+ 69.4 tons 
•nu n "{J.4 57.9 • 
•C" II 85.4 55.1 II 

LltRFS 4.0 10.6 n 

Ice 87.3 87.J n 

October 68 Received Issued 

•An Rations 67.4 67.4 tans 
nnn n 122.5 ~.6 II 

non • 196.6 93.4 II 

llUU'S 6.6 6.6 II 

Ice 75.8 75.8 II 

(2} Class II and IV: Tho supply of class II and IV was satisfactory 
during the reporting pAriod. 

T~ for /JJg Beceived Issued 

Class II :3f>.6 29.S tons 
Cla.ss IV .261.9 220.2 " 
1bnnage for Sep llleceived Issued 

CJAss II 619.0 47.9 tons 
Class IV J.38.2 22t.9 " 
Tonnage for ~ Receive!\ Issuer! 

ClaH II 37.1 22.2 tans 
Class IV \ 378.4 297.6 II 

(3) Class III: Difficulties in obt!'inina fuel fI'Qll thf'I 26th 
Grcup were experien<le(l several time"' because of the conAition of QL-1 
between Qlang Tri and our location: IZ Jane and IZ Nancy o 

AugUst 1968 lecei~ Issiied 

Jr/4 170,000 171;000 
HX/iS 60,000 60,000 
AVGAS 5,000 5,300 
~/2 55,000 50,500 

Sept;El!iber 196S Received Issued 

JP/4 133,000 11+6,000 
tf.;GAS 76;00J 75 ,OOJ 
AVG.i;:! 6;000 7,(;J.X) 
m'/2 70,000 76,000 

8 -...(; OA; F'l &·S ti.IT I AL 
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ectober 196r. Rece~ved Issued 

JF/4 ir,:J.')Q 67,000 
J«.;GJ,S 75,000 53,000 
t.VG.tiS 0 0 
fJF/2 5C,.XO 42,500 

(4) Class V: 'lhe class V opere.t :: ''"'!S of 15th S<'tS was terminated 
on 1 Jiugust· acco~ to instructions of :;~_., ColllllJell"inp General, anrt all 
uni ts new hand lo their QWll Clase V procurel!':~r.t • Cne proo lem all w'li. ts 
within 2d Drigade ccmplain about is they w-ulr' prefer ~ttinp- Shan HE 
"heavy" instead 1.1! 8hlllll HE "light" which hall replacen the formr in the 
auwl.y 11yatem. 17'.'7·1 3/Tono were roceivea. 

(5) litter Point : The water point operated at tOO:C caiacity on 
an average of 26 days out of the llD!lth air soi the 4 to 5 dayis left. 
'lhe engineers biggest problem in maintaining JOC% catmcity is beca\139 the 
equi~t is 14 years old lllld reaclily breaks o11own. 

(6) Laundry and Ila.th: This area is the responsibility of the 
1st log Cosimmd with points at IZ Sharon and C~l!lp :er&.ns. Several unite 
of the 2d Ilrigade have utilized the Q..ack lt>r-;-.e laundry (Vietnamese 
operated through ~igade 5-?) because the ser-:i. .:a timlt-wise or above 
facilities was unsatistactot")'. 

(7) 'lraneporta.tion: 

(a) Isnd Transportation: Unsatisfactory. Trucks are ordered 
by the 2.d FSE, thrvugh m.vision transport::.tlc.:; office 1 f'l'om 26th Group. 
Subject trucks will not show at cll. or not at the prescribed tine. 

(b) Air (CH-47) transportation: Dlring reportinl!' period 
a total o! 1514 sorties were tlOlm in support or the 2d Drigarle. 'lhe 
Cff-47 support, furnished by 11th Aviation Group was excellent. 

(8) Itd.ntainance: D IBt, 27th Maintainance F.httalfon surports 
the Drignde in an axoellent manner. Job c,rders ccmpleted frcm 1 August 
to 31 CA:tober were: 

Auto 1fl2 
.Arl!EOElnt 5 77 
Electronics 1011 
Service ·~77 

l!hg 1~9 

" (a) O::>nstruction and tacilitie111 Vertical and horizontal 
OQlstruction in support; or the 2d Driga.de was provided by the 14th 'Engineer 
Dlttalion ane D Comr.any, Rth Enf"ineer Inttillon in an excellent manner. 

2. (C) Section 2. I.ees= I.earned. 

a. Persamel: lhle. 

b. Operations: ·. 
( 1) IDUlllination for night 11DV&D9nt: 

(a) CbserYation: Groi.md movel!Jmt or uniis. in c~ny and 
lilllltiP,e company night operations is difficult rlurinf: r,erl(!ds when natural 
illumina.tioP. is lees then 20:(. '· 

'•. 
(b) Ernl.uation: Indirect artillery or airborne illumination 

can 11ucces11fu~ be used to assist in ter?'l'in nt.v.i1>c.tion l'.n,. ccntrcl. of 
elements without compromising locaticn e.nn intenticns. Iirtificbl illum­
ination will provide sufficient lipht to nevctiate di 'ficult terrain an".! 
ob::itacles, a.al c...ntro1 subordiru:.te element:i. The ! ll m:rl nation my be 
ecpl.oyed tvu or three ld.lcmeters fr.JC! the [tr• und ro~s enc' still provi~e 
the subdued 1llUJ!lination required. " 

9 "'90~JI IOt:N, JAt:._ 
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(c) ~cornmandation: \fien natural illuml.no.tion ia 20% or 
less, the.t art.ificfo.l illumination be utw~ i~o pro"lir1e the ,11rcund fc,rces 
sufficient illuciruition to nel!'otiate dif'_' :_: ~:·.t terrain. 

(2) !hximizing amush activitie" :i::-1 rii::e routes: 

(a} Cbservation: The multit.'.i'le of rice rwtes traversing 
the .Fiedmont area requires that com..'lat p:n-i-.• be proper~ or.vnnized and 
;:csitioned tc. impede eneqy moveoont. 

(b) Evaluativn: A rifle c~;u!IY can eskblish up to eimt 
night a.ni:lushes, each of suffici&nt strenM;.!l to successfu~ eniml'-" the 
ene:nv rice carrying parties usual~ encour.':-ered. The a.mush sites should 
ccver a 1500-2000 llJ8ter front, and be reconned aurinf!' daylivht. Jeducing 
the number or ruibushes to fcur allows the e<-Dq:any to have a. corl>at patrol 
between positions. &nall, multiple anbushes rec-uire thnt the sol.liers are 
Cl.llS'tently alert duriny the night QZld therefore clay operations should 
be planned to provide timfr for rest. 

(c) Ieccmnenclation: 'lb suecessf'nlly interr'ict rice carryin11 
r1..utes 1 it is ne.cessnry tv cvver u:r to a 2000 mEt-3r frcnt with one cCl!lpany 
by using small. lll.lltiple ambushes and cai:bll.t p-•.'.::ols. 

(3) St81' j},h1zxi P· rces in Village : 

(a) Cbservation: Continued ~illance of vil.la,.e imnld fat~ 
alter oi;erationa has :i;roven to be successful in interdictinv enerey- o.ct.iviG;)' 
within the objective area. 

(b) Evaluation: In recent oparntions involvinp: o. cordai and 
see.rch it haS been f'owxl that a stay behir,d fcrce of 1 platoon is usually 
successful in interdiatinr enemy .'!otivity tr~thfo the objective o.rea. 'lhe 
search by U.S. forces is not completely effective and some enem;v items a.re 
usually le.tt undiscov~red. The ?Nfl/VC babitua~ return to a villa~ 
3.f'ter the oper=tion to reoover weapon:i, food arr ecui'"'lllO?lt. 

(c) Bacou:nendntian.: That one rlatoon be used as a sta.v 
bohind force upon eomplction of cordon and eoe.rch operotionis cf rl.lla~cis. 

(4) Training: N.:me. 

(5) Intelligence: 

(a) Inl.t:rtvgut.ion: 

1 Cbserwtion: IlV using photo#?'.raphs ani:' re.Ue.t maps, 
IPrl was able to get more det41led 1n!ol"ll8tion out of, detainees. 

~ Eval~tion: nirlntr the period of Comanche Falls I, 
it was noted that with a rore detailed interro~ation by nr.tgane IfW • and 
with the use of relief' maps and photographs or" the areA\it was :1n mny 
instances ve:1:7 1!6117 to back track <Jri.eu Hoi 1s am P.:Wts, to their battalion 
and cc,~ locations. Dlring Comnche Falls III a file c£ rhOtOM'a.JhS 
..;f the har..l.ets in the Av proved ver-r effective in interrouations ot ICS s 
CD1a and N'i1s. They ceiuld see their hlll'llet ancl. point out th'a houses 
and bunkers in which VC and infrastructure personnel used as hilling places • 

.1 Recomrmndation: That relief mrs anA aerial rbctos 
be made availabl.e to IlW teams for use in interroiration or detainees. 

(6) Wgistics s N::ne. 

(7) Organization: None 

ca) i.thers: ?tine 

10 CO tJ 15 l bt:.N it r\L 
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J. (C) Section J. Headquarters, ~purt_~:-t of t!'ie .mw Survey Jntozwtic"l. 

Eflcape, eW!:i<..0 and survival inforna.tio:1 · ·;~g:i.tive report. 

F~THEC~: 

:.Me.x: A - 2d frigade AU 
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!1nm::x ;. (2d Jri.gada .',v) to tperation<ll P.!>1:c:-"; of 2c Jri.,gll.de, 1 J.CD for 
pericx! 11nc!ing 31 October 196S. 
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