
GENEP.AL ORDEnS 
rrut&Jt M2 

DEPART!·$'.NT OF THE ARMY 
Headqu.art.ers. nited States Anrry Vietnam 

APO San Francisco 96375 

11.'IAPD OF THE SOW •R'S MEDAL 

re '639. The following alQird is nnounced. 
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MlJP..PH'{. tlJU.IAH J. S:ERGEAMT United States Anny Co C, 2/ 
1st Cav Div 
Awarded~ Soldier• s ~edal 
Dates of Action: 17 December 1971 
Theater: Republic of Vietnam 
A.uthority ~ By directicn of the President. ur.der the provisions of the 

of Con, ess. approved 25 July 1963 
Reason: For heroism not involving actual conflict with an armed enem; 

t.he Repub ic of Vietnam: Serceant. \·T:illiam J. ? ~urphy d~stingi 
himself on l7 Decenber 1971 at the First Cavalry P&P. center~ 
Vung Tau. 7epublie of Vietnam. tle was swimr.iin.g on t .e beach 
other members of his companY. when he observed a sold i er bein 
swept out to s by a powerful undertow and high waves. 1,iit 
regard for his oWl'l :personal safety. he unhesitatingly entere 
water and -proceeded vigorousl,v to the drowning soldier.. Alt 
harnperoo by the stronp, ondert.ow and great distance. Ser r.eant 
finallY reac~ed the n:an and succQed.ed in calming him dol·m su 
ciently in order to carry him back to the beach . Ser geant. : 
heroic action:' were in kee ing with the highest traditions c 
milit ~ry service and reflect great credit upon himself~ his 
an~i the United Stat.es A~. 

FOR THE CO?·a·t.ANDER: 

C. A. STA .FU:L 
C•J . c.ncl. ;,,GC 
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THEODOP.E ANT(]iW.LLI 
J.f jor General, US Artl,Y 
Chief of Starr 
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