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On 21 Sept em 
in offens ive comb 
Provience , Vie-tna 
Lane Lauffer , RA _· 
squad f r om & l~d 
air la riding · of C<Jl 
and destroy op er a 
nx:i~ of ·advance. 
re.qui :i;-ed , tlt.e unit 
the vest wh:tl e f.h , 
e a st s i d.e cf) the 1 

c wr d"( iJ ~[ Jw) /}yet -(/,u , 
'1k\ .AJU J al ~ t ~{J( ~(j fl'. 

pa ting 
n Dih n 

is 
the 
c..11 
gned 

·tc 
g th e 

recfrl~ed ~ntena~ ~ r~iL t 
man was i rqmediat0ly wo u:'I~ sd and the rerr.a i :ld er of the r latoon was fi xed by fi:!"' e 
B...'1 d ecruld no t .mri.n e1r.r e r ,. Sir.m l ta."1.eou sJy 1 t he 2nd Pl ato')n rece ived e~emy mortar 
fi re o. T:l:is p1 ~ toon ~ ai.s C. i:-ected t c m.:,r.euve r t o 'the Tig~. t a;ld, wi t h the )re 
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If r-1 · Platoon be~ ' :to- 'recOive heavy automatic we~~~s :_ r,17~ !,~m J>osi tione to its • 
'i ~ • 'f.l'otit ' IW,~ . J1~~ fle.nk~.. Thi,a f.1r~ .filled two m~ an.cf wounded ,th:r•e.· ., The. :3rd : 
r' ·t;b UJ ' .P1S:toon' ~~tinued · ta' maneuver · around the righ t tlar.k of th e 2nd Platoon attemptint 
._ti ·ri Q) to outflank the enemy :positions and assist the l st Platoon. At this instant the.; . .J,, 
;i; 8 .~ 3f'd Pla..,'t*~: :W:a.e ~_!t,ed , upon~ ~,y; :w:ell entrencl!ed ei;i.e:11y .~d c9uld m~ev.,v~:r ,,tto ru.~J:he~~ 
• · CD -5 Privat"'.'tJ1i~~-'T Cbp.,e 1 Jt:e.u.tt~~;~.wa-s lO•ated toward the- rear-~ the lst- Platoon · ., 

r-i s.. po-si tion 8lld was p-artia.11~· screen~d from enemy fire by thi ck 'l.mdel"grow:l:ho He 
~ <i: :9.nd _tr;_e. ~.~ , immegia tely a;i:minc h~ attemp ted to gain -positi-ons t rom w}lich they 
+.> r-1 coufd return fire ; AS the platoon leae.i:r was directing an e..ir strike on · t _he 
~ ~ :. enemy positions, Private :First Cl ass Lauffer shouted t o the poin t man, 'fthom he \ 

:::> .~ · and hi~r, :C()lllpenions could see, , to ~etennine whe t her 01\ not he was: stil~ elive . He : 

1 
Q) .µ did I!'O't J ·l'e:&'!JPnd, : a.,.d · <the:.r eoncluded th[~ t he wa!:: . pro·'bably deAd Q Th e battre had 

I 
1 
~ -~ now been: i:n pl'Ogrees . i'o-r -eev-eral hours and. d A.rknf'eEf· w8.s ra!'i.dly .ap-pro a.c.h ing. 

: 1 'ci. Q) :Br- thb1 t:t.ae Private . J'irst Cl&ee Leutfer had kn<nrledge that h1a 'platoon had 
.a>..c: suffe-red t:wo men kill~ &nd ; an.other two who · we-re S'e'riously · wound ed' .. Re-6.li11:fng 

, . O:: .µ that the ..grt-e,;otihl7- wounded men would h ave· to be .-V&eu~ted immediately, .th·e 
,3 ~ 1st Pla.to.ao. began .to withdraw rl th Ptj.vat_, First Claea L~uffer 1 s third squ~ 
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le8ding. . The- platoon· vas ordered to circumvent the enemy po-s1. tion-s by mo"dng 
west an!l ... to link up· vi th elements of Comp~ny E which had been commit ted to· the 
southa. . •) Private .First Claes .Laut"fer ' s squad· was 1'ollo¥.ed ·by 'the 2nd squad 
vh.ic.h l;as ca~ the 11 tter :patients end· e-xtra equipmen-t · frem the- deal!':: find 
weund-ed,.. SUddenly the p1e toon Yae caur.h t in an- overwh'~lfuing and: aecu'.r.nte 
cr11asfir-e· delivered by enem.y aes aul t ri ::fles a:ld tnachihe . gun-s .. which instantly 
ycun.ded the :po.int ?!Ian ~a. fixed th-e platco ~r by fire • . Prfvate Fitrat -Cl ass 
Lauff-er sought_ cover as t he en.suy fir e !'."1oved toward hill.. Seeing that hi-s· 
entire sque.d wa s unnble to maneuver , he e gr::reasively returned. fire in an attempt 
~o __ gain fire sup~r~ori ty to :permit the other.s from his .. squad ..,t,p ,yithdr.aw • . ' 
However, the en~y fire continued and increa~.-d in-- vo l ume which thvaTt-ed the 
Yi thdrnwal ~ - His ·conc .... rn tecP..r:1e · even grer< tPr when he reali :~·ea that the wounded 
point man could not withdraw, nor could aid b e rendered to him and the litter 
patient~' vho had be.en ·dropped in a position whereby the:.· were lying completely 
expo.sec in the di.rtWt lin~ - of enemy fire.. When he ~beerYed th11t the o t hu 
men in hi s . squad were scattered. in va.:::'.'i ous ·posi t iQns which pr.ec.luded t.hem. · 
from deliverin g effect ive cover1,ng _fire, he ~hen .. inst114ctively arose and. 
agercssin~ly ch.'1::-ged the e" ei::y machine gtin position. · "Tb.iii courageous act' · 
1 ~. omente rily stunned the ener.iy ganrier~ a.'1d Priv -::t ~ First Class Lauffer ca_p itaJ. ized 
oz: this action by del:ive -:-ing n dee-d ly vnlume of trntomntic rifle fir e against 
tbe enemy at their machine gun position.. ifui.le Private First Class Lauffer 
k e pt t he en.emy Off b ll .L8.:: Ce 'With his gall ," :J t ~ne m r· '.1 Ch .qrgc, the WOUnded poir.t 
i:.ui was able t o cr ::- wl to a c ove -:-·0 d position and h :\. e com!Jani ons were pro->'id.Pd 
1-:~- ~ 'h tt~ c:rit::cr.l t 1ric required to sur.cfssft:lly move the "'oundee l i tter 
·r: ·'it" .. ~,.. fr om °!h f= ~) ~".:~ ~ r : · -· c· .r-- o·.f l-if.r.:- "·:: .- fire :-:-.r.~~ t r) f': :. r. '"'flt..Y"e ·~:,,..-~ -· -:- agt~Otl r: 
r.~.~· - ~ .. ·.;: r~·dt: ,.::-.;c:1 ~ :· : ' ·-~:urn f 2:·t ·1 },.... .. ,. . r L t f- r : r-· ~·: · · , :-- ... ·. ~·· t( · W .... i r·~t 1:-, (./,., ., . .:-

~: ... _,,_u,;f(:':" -..:d:: fa"tHl]·-1 i;iiu:·.:.'C ·r:::·orr, rr: '..:~'.:. ;:~•· ,cn1n2ho~ • .-.-Ju,~ c<- c.' U. :""\ - ~-t-- "1·~ ··3· :~-flcr.•,_ 
• &., ' , - (, ........ • • .. • ....... . . l,;. • • ' .... 1;:;; ..... _ .... I.. •• 
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~ond i tfons under which a.ct pi::rf onr1ed l 
., <;P".f · .:Ji:•$,\•'{:~&',~~ .. ~.9,_~~':·~,'.<· • ,. i!,".·"> · 

Locu.tiont J:301;~ Son, Bir.b l.Jinh .?ro ·:ienee, R'/N 
.. 

Date: :~ lco0~' hours, :. 21 ·Sent ember 1966 
• • ~· il-:!) 'X I '"\' • ' ..1.. 

'. ~; ': ;o, rt·~~.·'' l ' .. • t11 

.'.:.' srrafuJ ,. Rock'.J ar.d m0ru1t.a.inous with dense vegetation 

·,:ea~er: 

'fbe em>:;.. · was :.'i.:;·:.ly entrenched. in ourJcered pcs · t.io.:-is 
w:i.Lh exr::lj!J t.ional.: J good ..::·fre a. !G. observation.. '.lwir 
s t renc ·~ : i \;as es t.~:w. ·_.oo to "' . .)e . a r.i+'lc platoon 
rei..nfo 1..::eJ t•/ J,;crt o.rs. '.-!orate was high due to 
C'1r.'.: .\<m·.l ~ n,3 t,er;.·a _;. 

'ic., ;; : ,C \/ ~ de a ~;: c,ctir! _~ l o~ ... : c ~c ~)~"'eve!!~. 8JCa}te 
er >1f:'.. lt.ratior· ol t.'.1e a'1c.:11y . :Jn'~-:, m·.:; ral e wns 
ex .:i::llent. 

Gn 21 s ~~r ve~1b<~r 1960 _, Con~i2.!'\'/ ...:, 2,: 3dttal i on , 5"C.h - ~~1val1-j was parti~ 
•;i. ;·;.:.;. :\.i..r~ i n oLcnsive ,-,_..:.r:.11t. a,__3.in.s"'.:. c.:r1 a::·. 1oc. enenzy- in i .. hc vici:1it.y of 
J l.)nt_ Seri, Ji::h ;.;01!1 !Jr0v i e :,c e, "lie't,n2..1l. >.. t a ;i j)roxil:iately 1000 hours, 
? :< .. vc. T. E: • i :-s t. -.:; 1.:: ~~ .; L' i.J.. J:. ~ .. ::u. e L..i .1.f; 1::: r, :1.A 19 ILE ~\ ),:.! , :,. ; .. ,,~ r':."d' o f t ; ,e 
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-tr.,· ; .. ,, .,: 1Jl'...LLA~~1.f'1LU 

!>\~) :•\<\ A'.l ·t)f[)$?q/ 
\ B~NARA Datr:/ft?,k'V2.._ . . . : . • J 

... ...•• ~i; df ,, •J} •, · ...•. ~~'ti!~;~~'•4#,\ ''" ' 
.r--1~.·.,i •.. ' · ,:. · ;. · ··• ::;· fy~~!-..c1 ·•· "T""' ·- ·. pl .. ~j·-- · :.;..~··~.in.~z,. •"'. '"' _..;:,...... ·. · ' ........:.· .i.e. · ·ri h .. . ;...__, • ..ath :· '. ~;.::1.~:·t~\i.·~~· -" . · f i .' l. .LJ,"tl; ' l•-'-'1 . 40 wµl)<, tllf~!~;a. ~"f)id: .....,,<Jlanai,.i.'Vel" IJ\i W! ;f, ~ W:.l..ll JU, ' ... '. ~·\ i '.f_~ 
~;;; , .·.· _·,.the ~rd Pijfoon, to n:~. · · '°emi. .. po3it_~ A.ft.er ~ing irest over : :~~ .· . 
~-=--:l:\'1';1' · ~".i .. ~- -~~ .. " ~..:l1,; .. h.17fj ~Q-~~~. ~~~~·l';~~t1 "t: .... -~ . 1£?01'¥'.~h}'fi .- ~ ~ -~!t}h,?· ::·i:d~,;t~~ 
\ n 1 .. : ·t ·- • en~ 'iWDUS - :J t.e., ·toe Q"11.1 !'ta~ '?~an vv re¢e ve eaT'.{ autc:r.rta J.C 

;, ~ 1 " " tfir~5·tfil;r:~~d~6~:s ffi~~~ ~~rd~1!~~~ ~=i~(t~~~o f!:.. ~-.if· :--:f;,: ,_:'.. 
-~ ~ ouver around t.he riGbt !lank .. Of :th.a . 2nc:. Platoon atte:;ipti.ng to 
8 .~ :· dtitfiBLk the ene1zy '.pasi~i.o~~f ~~ : <is ~~18-t ~h~. J..st Platoon. . At t.his 
Q.)-§ .inatant the Jrtl .Pl&toon was · ··;f~r upon ey well entrenched ~e~ arrl 
n s... oou.ld r.1r-'lO •ive1; no :fu:'thih-o ''·Private l"ir::rt Cla.s::i Lauffer was .located 
..0 < to~ the 'rear Of tho .1st Pla~' oositi6n B..."id was nartiall; screonc,1 
~ ~ frQm. enem;r fi~ ,,))~i · .t!lick ·~·· 1· . u,,; arid the men .J..runed.1.a~lr . 
c c around h.Ln at~~tt~hgaJ.~rt~~tiops", f°1'b1'1 \lhich they could retilrn 

::::> .~ · tire_. A3 .tJ1a ' p1a~ , lt?~· ;nis di11e:::iW, an air st.rike on .the ene:.v 
a> +" positions; l'ri va-W Fin~; dl'aalJ Lauffer shouted t.o the point man, w·torn ",. 

I ~ ·~ he ah:i his cr'rl'lnru1ious · c6Uld' .' see, to detsmine ..tiet.har or not he wa3 ·· ' · I i n -ooi~ 
, o <l> ~ill alive. HG did not l'~swm.1 ~. ~.hey -::oncluded that he W&3 , . 

\ .<l> ...c::: probably dead. 'fne batU.~ ...... _now ·~ in j:tl'Ot;!'t;3 .':'. ::oi: savaral. ho ·..i.r~ 
; ' ~ +" .an.cl darkness was rap . . " , ... ~:1~- By this time Private ~'irst 
J \ ~ ~ ~S'~ ·~~fer had kno-W ·· ' i ~~-~-;fll~ had sub'•.~ _ . men '-''.· .. } , .. , 
;·\ >. >. killed S.ixi another tw ~o " · · · ·e~!aisiy Ww-.doo. Re.ali~t:f that · 
I o. +" ,the grievou.slj- 'WO\lllioo mer(. Wbul.d· ~qa.~w be ~~acuated. , i..7'r.lediately, thi 

8 8 1at Platoon bec;a..1 to with'di:a-w with Private First c..'l·a~s Lauffer 1 s third. 
-o g- -0qu.ad leaciirJG. The plc:.t®W~~- ¢"denrl ·~ ,circumvent the enemy: positions 
8 t;:__ by n:ovinz.; we~~ and to l~.W.:· ~ el.e~ts of Comrapy B ,,zt11cn: had !. 
u wbee::i co;.rr1ittoo ,to tho sou~fifl Pr:Lv:a;t.eytrnt ITT.ass Lcfuffer•s squad was 
~ ' foJ.lo-we.l by the 2nd 6quad ~ich ;ra,s CfllT"/iI\:; ~~ .... e litter patients and e.:ctra 

L_c:.;· __ ;!_... ,~cr.iipn.ent f!'m the dead· aili ~w(fund.00. •. ·."'Suddooly tho pla ... ...oon ltaS ca110ht · · i 

'· in an Cv::!'r;i1eln~ and ae~~te crtj'ss!~ ~elh"ered. by enemy assault 
. rifles .. :nv.: .;·,ach"-.ne guns · \ll:tpp: i nstsntJ.y wundoo tbe poir..t man and 
fL":~d t .'! ·:~ ;:- 1.::>.toon fir·~ . ?rivate First ~l.a:l s La·Jfi~r 3ough-t c over 
as th8 f;nt~n;;r fire movGd towatd hiln. Seein,_: ttCJ~, hi.s ~!1t !.re squad 
'!i&'3 1mabl~ to ~!euvl!l.r, he. ~greaai'Yely retuTnfld f i re in an ~.ttte:mpt 

. tc gain fire sureriority t,o 'perm.it the oth;er3 fror.1 hJ~ squad to With­
draw. \; c ;,,-ever, the' ene.r1~/- f1re conti.m.ioo and .inc !"' .. H1~eu in volume 
·which ~: --..1?.:"~ , :,d t:r. ~ withdrawal. 1ii!I co:..~ern bec&.;..,.e e. 1re.1 (0ea t er 
wher: he rl3a.1 iZ--'$tl t hat. the: 'WcuntlOC. point man c0uJ.C. not withdrnw, nor 
coulu <il.:! o~ r erxlere<l to hin arrl t he l itt'.e!' i; atients •.:ho had bean 
<l.r~p;;1K.i iri P. ':")us).tloi"1 -.t1ere~1y t.hay were ly.'...ro.2 c o:npletely expi::;sEYJ. in 
-ui~) d .1.r ec:·. li•";Fl ro f e~em,v fire. •The;') he r":.--ise r~: ~yJ . thD.t the ether :-:en :n 
11 ·~ ~ ~ i · ~ · A. .· 1,..' ·· --:·r. :·.··1. .t-:..s-rc~d i'l -Y-~.:-·i .. /. l~ ~or . 1 : " ... : ".~ . · i f-' : ·;I ; ~ .... c r:~.i...:o:.~- ~~ < t.J-. .:.:.1·-
J · ,.. ~ · · · 1.~·. · ·· · · . - r ''E~· .. · ... , --o·.-;:;; ...... , .. ~ · :ir·r ·· r-.... . ;. ~ · · c: -..; _- ,r;:. J. '"i~-" .. ..... . . 

' .. ' (1 . . ~ ~ .. . ..... . J :. •"1 i ..C·· '.:' (;·., T .. 

· .. n !j.1 • . .. : ~ . • . > 

<; f r-_ ._' ,-• . l,:' ' ( :--if-1 • .... :f'..~ t~ : l.{:~5.~ .t)" ... t , ~ ·,{:' f!~l : ~ ·; ,.!: · ;j_ {, ~- , · .-.: ;'° ,... ! ;~.' .'~1-L~'lS~ \.~-.1 'l~) : -'. t ·::)r.e 

) ~ ." • .1 .: :- :··.: ~ :: .LI! .:-···~ _ ?°: ! '.~ (>~ .~., ~~ ;". T_.,:J:'Jf :' I·•:·· · :.~!J ._ ~. ·, .. '. f' 1.'> :·: ; !·: ::··~ '. j :· '" 1 <_~ .0::.. .: ".l2·: . . ·· r_.._: ·1 

~ ~ ... ,-. : .. -~_-,I '' '. . ; ._. '~:·:.;~T ~:~-; p ~.:· ~~··~'. ~~;', ;,~,~:. ~:~· ~_t ,~~~·: . :~~-'.-:'~ '~:: ... :~~ ... ~ ~ : :·~\.t 'J''/. 1: '. t;.i 

' . • · ~ . ,·. ' . ;,.. , 

~ ...... c.. ' .... ~. /, '.) ~ ,. :. ,.. .. · ~ · · · , 

·. ~· '~ . ~· , , . 1 :b ... .. . -~· .. 
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IL IP' -llVIOUI lllllCO ... llNOATIONI Wllllll •u•MITTllO P'Olll THll ACT°"' llllllVICll , ... OICATI[ TYPll 0,. AWAlllO •u: C~llNDllO, 
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UNITMCUIAl.&,CAaUAL.TtM~D~ ... lN~AT&9"ATTM&UNITWU_1_AT~-•.- _Mi~ '.·.· ,,' .·;, '\' '.I."·' 
To provide a blocking !~rce to .prevent escape o; infiltr~tio~ of 
, 04~al ties .o!· fl'iorullyt:f aroe•·-:incl'ua ed 7 KI!' a and 8 WI.A.• a. 

the engny. 

Unit _morale 'lf¥ excellent. · · -- ·-· .... _ ., <? .. 
u. WHAT -·~· co-~~· ~MO;"."'•'" ·~D·•.T! -Olll .. TY OOJN~ ."'.: ,"?" o .to. TH«T ... ..-T1~ ... AT&.,•tot T~· - '-tC~ . • . 

0 • I ' • ' "' 0 ~ o ' • '0 - ' • ' ' ,• 

T-ryi~ to manauv91" Ma.inst the enemy in order 'l-o. ~re.ss hie ffre ·and allow 
tQ1' vo.unded to be withdnwn. . ., -., ;") {: .. . _,. · · 1 .. ~.- r .. 

" 
· • f 1\ 

• • UNIT , HllAOQUA.llTllll&. Olt .NCTION IH WHICH DUTY W41 "'KAl'~WllO 

H/ A 
%7. I NC L. US I V & D" T &, I ,. °" " t41C H " &C QWtit ll,.O ILD 

N/A . . -,·. , : . .. . 
. . zt. llUW

1 
IN UMll Olt "•L.ATllO .USIGNM&NT 

G:J,MO_' , D TO·-~ ... .,.~'!'&0 ON Diii .... OUT . 

za. 11t .. v1c1: CQtf P'L.llT&D _ o Yu o To 1t11 ."• T"' •o o .. ~ "•oUT · 

D TO •11 co.::..,;i.:11T110 OH~' ••OUT N /.A. OTO•• fllct..11:v110 ""ow •o OH o.- ••ouT . 

P'ART V ·TO II UUD ,0. ALL RICOW'IMDATIOMS 

)() , NA .... ATIVI DllC .. IP'TION 0, lT J OlllO O" ACT 0 ACHllEV&M&NT PIE"l"O"MIED 0.. Sll"VICI: "INDUU!:O 

l'Olt Ar.A.RD TOl't H•ttonM: ..... •CT VOl..UNT4 .. YT OlllC .. t•a WHY 4CT .... 0UTIT4HOIH4 Al\ID II' IT"'"' WO..ll THAN. W.41 
HOlllMAL.L.Y llX"'llCTllO , llX,..L.AIN HOW . I, IN •&,.IAL. l'L.IOHT , OIEICllll•IE TYl"ll ANO l"OllT ION o,- Al .. l"L.ANI[ , C"l: W P O&ITIOH 

o,- INDIVIDUAL. , ANO AL.L. UN\MUAL. ClltC~T•HCIEI . 

-"-
l'Ol'tAJrAKD TM~CHllfVll:1'tlrN701'tSl!R.YICI! : TITL.IE 4M0 OUTllE• 0,. •H IGNMaNT , I NC L. UOING C HAlllACTIE .. o,- 11!: .. V ICll: OU .. I NG 

PIElll 100 "~ WH1C H "cc OMMCNOIEO (OIN complete ~crlptl.., ol tecllrtlce/ OI .,,.e laUs.d ,._111-., lncludlni dalee ol -•'.,_""' al&d 

relief); WHAT . 010 TH& INOIVIDU•L. 00 THAT .. ll .. ITI THE 4W4 .. 0 f WHY WAI THIS OUTIT4NOINO WHIEM .C0"4P4All0 TO O TH E .. S 0 1' 

L.11<1: .. ANK ANO llX"'llllllllHCll IN llWIL.Alll l"OllT IOl'a f 

. ' ~ ., 

On 21 Se pt ember1 966 , Ccr.mpany C, 2'.3 Bnt':a..l i on, 5~h Cc:.v.tlry wa.s p a rtic:p.c: ti:-: 1: 
in offensive cor:iba t a ga inst an f.r-n;:;d er:r:my j _r.. th e v::. 1~:. riity of Bo.'1g Son ; Bihn :::: :. !-. ~ 

Provience, Vi etnem. At · npp r ox i zr. ..,tcly 1000 !:aar s , P rivst e Fir~ t Cl E.es Billy 
Lane Lau:fe rt RA 1 9 748 031, a r.ie!Ilb s r o f th~ 1s t Pl a t oon, "·a s moving \'f'i th ~i s 
equad. from a la.!)din g · v.one ;rh ich hn.d o~ er. se cur ed by h i~ c o:n:p8.ny t o -n::-~t~ct the 
air lunding of Compa."ly D. Cornr-2ny C h.c-d bee:: dire-c t t>d to r e m.uH their ee1o.rch 
s.nd destroy operation and wae m'J-vin~ :from th~ landing zone s.lon~ t :1 ei r es:"igned 
nrle- of -adva.tl ce . A ororr. inr::r. t hill ;Dl'. SS lcy s.st r i d e tr~ a com!Ja..'1y axis w!"lict 
re.qui r ed tl:l..€ uni t c-om.m andcr to spl:i t hi .<- f orce by dP.,.., l0ying t h ~ 3rd ?latoon ~c 

U: e wast wh:Ue th e 1st and 2nc ?l at-0 0:1s merched i n ~lumn t o t h a sou th a.lone! t h e 
e s.et s ic! e of· the hj,11 . Without pr a r r:inr Private Tint Class L.<1u:ff e r 1 s Flutoon 
recei v:ec. intenBQ aut omati:: weaipons fi re : rom enemy am bush positions. Th e poir.t 
man was immediat (>ly NO u~r. 0d ::..nd the rerr. :-d~j er of the I'latoon was fiY.~ by fi!' e 
e.nd eeuld no·t mtl.neu7 e l" , ~1r.:u1 tFmeo~ sJ:r, the 2nd Plato')n !'e c e iv ed e~1emy rn o:rbn 
fi re &. Thi s p18 too n ~:as C: i:--t~ cte.: t r- m"r.euver to the r 1g\t a~d, ri th th e 7:r~ 

CITT1tinued 
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1! 1 - ?-"': a :... ·: ~-~ r. l .\. ~~.-·~ =-'-1:. ·..,.(..,:. I--- - --- ------- ---

' :H. ii ~ ""'~ A TI..! t'- 'I. 

1 !..l . Wit.n.::. :i ~; i;t.a~.n,~nt ( st. ~ ir.'i 
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)I j" • . . \ \y>l'\'v· . ,,_. ., ' 
, ,., "I• ~ ' - r . ; · •.•.•. '-'·"-~'-'"r.:"»'! .. -"""••1•··:·-- -

!, ' P~ato~t L·t ·o .~~·~k" ' the .: eil.YAT'P#~tion~ Afte;:~o~:i.ng v~.at qv~r .. ~: ·:•all ~11r .~rcli 
c·&:.-"!. wa9 le-eatecl approxillately l~e'"tel'"tY· · eoµth af "the ·ef!...,; abtr.ali aite, the "~d 

it ,-; . Platoon began to receive heavi automatic we- ~ori's fire. fro:tn pod tione to i te 
' ~ . f;rotit tUid J.e'ft' nenk._ This f..1r~ . ~ill r:-d two men and'" wound.ad ' .th-r••· .. The 3rd 

' •rl . Platoon eontinued ta rnP-neUVeT .. around the r1gh~ flank of th e 2nd Platoon attcmnt:i 
b.O (/) . ' .. . 

., ·rl (!) to outflank the enemy positions and as s ist the 1st Platoon.. At this instant tht 

., 8 -~ 3rd Pl8:,t:9°~:-w:a .e f..~red upofr. ~.Y. v.ell en trenched en~y ru:::d could mp.nev.v~:r , ll.O f'urthE 
.i:::: Prlvate-·:Jeik\8t · Claee Lau.ff-el' . was lO~ated tcnra.rd the rear· at the 1st Platoon 

(])(.) •• < " • .. 

..-1 h nosi t ion 'ar:ld 'W lH! !Jartia11~· screen~d. fro m enemy fire by thi cY. undel'growth. He 
~ <e :Wd . the. ~.~ imme~~a tely a.roU.nc. him attemp ted t o gain positions f rom whi ch they 
+-' ,-; could return fire. kl the pl1:l.toon lea.r r r was directing an t:>_lr strike on · tho 
~ ~ enP.my position s , Pri vat e Piret Class L auff~r sh outed t o the point ma.n , whom he 

:::> .~ and hie1,:C()111penion.s could see, , to ~etermine wh e t her or not he was: still_ e.liv~. f: 
Q) +-' did 1ro-·t r~-r-ond, a.'\-d <the:.' concluded thr·.t he wa~ pro·bably de,..d~ The bsttle had 

i , ~ -~ now been. iD . -pl"'Ogrees for -eeveral houre and. d l\ rkn£>sff"W'8.S rapidly approaching. 
· I ~ <l> ~ thie time Private First Cl&ee Lauffer had knowledge th.9 t his platoon had 

_Q) .i:::: suffered t:ro men kill~ &nd ; another two who were s-eriously ·woundec .. Ree.lizing 
o:: µ that the ~~oobl1 wounded men would h sve to be wveeu~ted immediately, the 
,3 '8 lst Plato" began .to Yi t hdr <'-W with PM, vet" First Cle.as L.auffer' s third squftd 

leading • . The platoon was ordered to circumvent the enemy po-&i tions by rr.o7ing 
y~t and .. to link up- vi th elements of Comp<:Jny E which ha.d been committed to· the 
south. ·1Private .First Clase .Lauf'fe:-' s squad we e follo¥-ed by the 2nd squad 
vhich •:a.5 carr;rinE the litter patients end -P.-7.tra equipment from t"'he derui' 8.nd 
-wounded.. SUddenly the pletoon wae can f:ht in a!'. overwh~lfuing and aecuT~t.e 
cro-S1'fire· delivered by enemy ans au l t r:t f1 l's a.-id !'!!~chine guD5 '~:hi ch instantly 
...-cu.nded the r.'Oin t !llen ~a fixed the pl~too'."r by fire. Private First Cl .::: ss 
Lauffer eought cover a s t he eruny fi:- e :-,oved to¥ara hill.. See1.ng that .his 

>, >, 
0.+.J 
0 h 

0 (!) 

0. 
'O 0 
h h 
0 Cl­
(.) 

(!) 

~ 

entire squa.d wEi s unnt-le to maneuver, he •:gr:ressiYely re turned fire in an at tel!lp ' 
to _gain fire aup~r~ori ty to -permit the others from his .squad ·" t.o .yi thdr.e.w. 
However, the e0"'11!Y fire continued 1'l..nd incre5!""d in vo lume which thwa.rted the 
withdrawal; His conc nr.1 bec tv:lf:' E'Ven f,'Te"tP r when he reali :~ ed thnt :he wound ed 
point man coul d not with rt raw, nor could aid be r endered to him a.nd t h e litter 
patient~ · vho had been ·dropped in B poni tion whe reby the:· were lying completely 
exposed in the dixei: t line of e nemy fire.. When he ob a~rTed th11 t the othu 
men in his Sf!UCld were scatteTeC in va :-i ous ·pos1 "..iQns which precluded them . 
from delivering effective cover1.ng fire, he theo . insti~ctively Etroee an~ 
agGrcsai1·~2.y cb 'l:~ged the e;.e i~y ma.chine gun po £1 tiOnu This courB.€6-ous a. ct 
1~. omc>nt ;: ril y stunned th e ener.iy gann e r~ a!ld Priv -::t 1? First Cl ass Lauf!'er capitn1 i:::~ 

on this action by dcliv0-:-ing <'- d02.d1y Hll W!le of ~;1 ::omat ic rifle fire against 
tlie ene::ny .!lt their machi ne gun po si tlo n. ifui.le Private First Class Lauffer 

Y.: cnt the enemy off bn1a: ~ ce with hir &;all ." :! t or.e m-:i ch1rec , the wounded poir..t 
::-. :.:n was cble to cr ::- '11'1 to a c ove :·nC. po:;itior: ari d h ~~ !: co;;i:ioni ons were rircc:i.C:0d 
ri. ".:~ t~n. c:rit:'.cr.l t ine re<!ui red to S4 (' C<sr:'. ;: l )y move the "1oun cl 9c l :: t te:'." 

.. • .. i :- : • f - :· ~ . ~ ... , 

.. ·: _: C .· J ~. :.l c: t -'. . L-l : ~ i ; ' .: ·: . / L : . ._ "\ 't ."."! :"" l 1 : - !' ~ . ,") ~ _ ~ Y !' 0 ~ f :_ ·~ .,... '· . ..l ·::_ :.:_ 7· .- ~- . ~..:. :_ ~. J ~ ~ l ~ ~: 

•· r :-. 
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PJZN DROPPED IN A POSil'ICfi :JXPOOED TO HOSTILE FIRE. RISING INSTINCTIVE!l 1t1Im 

UTTER Dl.3REGi.lill FOR HIS OW SAFETY, HE AGGP..E.SSIVE,LY CHARGED AN ElTEMI !it4.CliINE GUN 

?OSITIOl~ , !·OlZW!'.illlLY CONFIBING THE ENEY.Y GUNNERS. 1.~EE..E PR!VJ~TE FIRST CLASS 
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FOR ·oFr-totAt: ose ONL y 
Gr. :.' j. ;;,CJpt ~ber 1966 , l w....a mov~ w!tl. VJ:;J Ji;.i....C.. WI . ha.ti e~·~a!H fo: tho 

fi rf't plti'tOOn at ~ordin1ttea BR 866806. Via ~ ju.at ree.ohe<l tho top or a hill 
am Bt ii.I'ted he!id.ina 8QU~h towa.rd Co~a..ey 13, whiob \lad joinee Pj' 'Jtha:r elements 
o! our OOmrt\IlJ'.. Jtr squad vu 'lhcline' and ~ll8 the ·..ioum&d, aquipmeht !rom 
the .: ou.nC. ed and. d ea.a. from 11.fl s:lwo n (i a.r li er in t. h s d£.y • 3udd enl.;t icy a tt.u.wi 111 ~..e 

1Jt:1.U.g!•t. in &.'10ther azG~h, this time from 't)lo s:i.a.chir.:e guns IJirqi ne the tra.U 
\J e vare \i.>lkine on. Immed.iatoly w ·poi.!it :t:a.n w~ tit fall if-8 in tta l:'..r.e of 
e!".umy f:rc.. I told the !l q'.lBd to \l"'~ thd.rav to co,·<:~t-~ .tJ ·O:.ii: :.~u r-.. a:;. l~ ·~o "'~ ti 

ba.ae u! f ire. P.fo, L&uf!er v~ aecon:i lL :Una u.nd w~ t.0"" i n po~.it:.?.m"I. cloaeat 
to the en e:.%,)·. It 'becsme obrloua tha&.t we were pinna\.4 ltv..., r. and oould · n.o-c move 
unlea:J someone put . d.Ow good !ire support froo t he front. Pfc ku!hr lo8ked 
h•.ck :i.;id s~· .. thut his o(iu ,G. w.us rftceiv ir.g r.eavy fire a.11:3 cotld not :lkOV~ ~1 
re;:.Lz_t:C \..f.t4't foe '10'Ur.id1.l\:! J'dl: u lyi~ il1 :he c :. ~._ . .::;".; lir,o o!' o.ne1ty : .'...re. ?~<~ 

l !.i.lJ.f~t::::- .i.Ct~-d •..r...thcr.:.t 01:\.'. en1 d..l'Jd tJ~em.:l:<JlJ ":..t.=:c-:.it re.ga:- c. for ?°'.!t> cwr. life Q.S 

r .... ::.;·;~:!. ~~ti el! i.L:o a po::iit1on to !ire u.t the e.noczy. l':i..!.a position pu: hin.: 
:1 : ll: c ..:.i:: e,:: lir.e o! &n 004..Y f i re 'With rl' lu.t:.ve:.y no ccve.r. i:fe rose t o t.iu f;;, •n 
t.: .... :. ,d·.r~"l":. t:.>C for ·•~ lu,ri?l8 c!.Nn a 'tkUH> of f.:.re ttat ~lo·"~ r;y aq·.1.8'1 ii<.) w~v~ 

~ t..' aa.!' u JJC::: ~: L:m.G and e:..1b.blOC. tho wounded re :n·. ::...:..c ~o cra;.r i. tQ t.na rector f J:: 

::::~:r..~l s:~~:. t.:o.:i. . Durir..g bis advance Pfc L~'!a:r was ..., __ , . .J.nieo. t•iCE- <:LOO. fel.l 
·~ ,,. ~!.w 6! vu..: c. M: ::-.... t vt1 1..- t e.:: Pf c kn.•.U e.;- J.l.cC. f :·vi;. W'CJ..;1.c ~ au1 i e: &-.. : ·r ·oo :h..:..:; 
d ~ :!. ... ::r .. .... .i..:.. ·:.J 'l.:-.s elf ioh c;~ v .1.n.g o! h::J :..:.fi..: ~ t!.Y&c... ;J . ':.J ~ :vt: :; of cy tL.iu-1.Cl ~ a.J.­
~ :.:.1t .:. ·...:..:.. ~c =-·-~ :::·1tt ~r: o ,.,, \-·,ir'..d.ild tc a 05...f t-- ·~ :J cy,.~1-:- t. !1..:: 0:..: .,1;.. ·~a:r.:c: !: .. ?:#J L1All.!!c: 
-'d.S ~ . .: ·. c:·J.P.:-e.:. '.:C.: ac: c:uJ he dii~ LUt ::!ici a(" ~.b· ~.:i"..4 ~i:;, ~ 071 .h:..d C'\/!; C''-1! Of Cdi -

_ : 1 'l," ~ :·:.:· l: : ,; f ,.·~ ::. ~1v d.Jl :: '. er~ !h.• uC·ti r.; iu; .•e:·t- fv.: be2· .:.' rL -.: r.a1. .:eq,ui=.;?C. ·.)!' f:..:.('f 

-, : : :. . :. ~ / 1.. ... : ... :.. f ~ 

G.i.:X.> ·: ·;~ :>. ~;x:J'1'0h 

!U5104 ~ CJ73 8SG !-6 
Uti Arrzy , Oc ~ . 
2d .& ) : h Ca>·al:-y 

~ .... 

--~ . 

·' 
; , .. ; 

FOR Of-f·lCIAL USE ONLY 

• ' 



rl 
co 
c 

·r-i 
hO U) 
·n Q) 

h > 
O ·n 

..c 
Q) (.) 

rlh 
..0 <t: 
co 
+-' rl 
U) co 
c c 

:::> 0 
·r-i 

Q) +-' (.) co 
coz 
rl 
c (l) 
(l) ..c 

O:! +-' 

o~ 
+-' 0 

>. >. 
0. +-' 
0 h 

0 Q) 

0. 
'O 0 
h h 
oP-. 
(.) 

Q) 

O:! 

\ 
i 
I 
I 

l 
i 

·., 
! 
j 

S-T-A-1'-~._E..N-T . ,' . . . . ·1 

w\ ' 
FOR OFFlClAL USE ONkYJune 1961 

l ha•rc p;ev·ict:~Jy ::::iidf' a. at..3.~COen~. r..\'. .flC~:T~"l& Pfc Billy Lane LaufferJ 
P .. A 19 no 034, :c-:- "'i!:i a.-:~Jcir.~ p::-ii:: r tc beinc kills~ .""r. 2: S"'·p'.c~'t"-!>: 1~66. 
·:·i:.:.: ~ 1- ·.e:::~.-. ~ i~ cr.~lif.C-<l tc· ('.]arify "..r.~? ,-csitio.'1 .~c~ .:..':.i..:.;_: .. "· · •he :-csc to 
r_:? fpt;t c:::-""'.'.'ll j· .i~: e.•Hn::;» f:.re s:~:-C:'..T~[ 0!: '. h~ t.'."'a.:..1. :> •Jv; ::'IO~~ d.r>.n __;e ~o·Js 
;. ~:~~ ~-:, .. ,'.:' f~:OC l·.:sd :·1: vt:-1: t .cw~ ~;,,.: e~ .. L~~· ;:x:~! ~ -- ~--;r ... t1 !·~: e:f:.oicc cf wv~~~ 
,'i ., ~L:~~~ i..· ro:e tc c0:-1\·c:,· :.t.:.t ~ PPC 'L.::..~f .:· t:6 wJ.5 net :.:1 G. ~ ·· c.~e cf !;';:· :::)·:-t: or 

~~~ ,.~:: .. e~.:, ~ :.. ~ . .:. ~"". &l 1 --:z.~~ ~i .. ·.: · ~ j . ·.~ '?~~·. :: . ·~t ·. :. -- L: · . :. ~ '": ..:. t.(;d ntf":"' ~ jt_·fi.:L· .. ~-
!~· a ~ .:.:.:i J.er,:0~~:v~ r:a: ·.;. :'f?. ·r: 11.:r1;- :6~ ~:. .: ~:- · .... "- c.~· · .. ~..; ·..: ccvcr f c n.-r:i..:-- .; c.~~ : ,i~ 

;: :i::: i l: .:i:-» :i ::· :- ~~'..j· c :.. :'1er :-e ~son o:· .:r.01:.i Vt.? :·or ~ ..:_ ! ' :.'i;y .. r(:rT!ent. I•- iC; ol:vio"L:s f :"om 
:· ~ ' r:-ev:(>L:S '.3~ :!'.:.e:;.e:it thnt ~he point. mon huci n: r::ovr:: r, cor.~equer.tly hci."'lS 
J .. ve:-~'!~- ·.: .:·'..:n.~ '.j'"~, '-'.:.J ;..,1-.. ,,iO'..:sly th£" N.' ·.-<.i.~ .. 0 ccvr::- ::>r c.:.:ric•.~!_ ::it:r.t offeN:d to 
:) :::c : ..:.. ::~·.:·::: :·:"Q:-:t. Pr':' La~'f er;s 1.}'...l:r.:.te .~!:L·-~r . .:.,tio:1 wa.~ t!~ e ::.bchi:--.-':'-;_.rur. 
pxi:.:'.:'r '..·':J:~ ...--... ::: 1~:;;-, ;n~ :!o.~ hi ~.:. . · 1d. T1..Lr-0 .:t.: 'id: .: ::: •.ior. he :-·ose tc t..i~ 

'."::-~t :: ~'·i.r:c y'_,· ·.•w :.!"'c.i l .. 1th hi~ r~~1e: fir ~r.2 ir ra;.1n s-..;cceE!).!.~ 1 . .. <"'~:::kly 

~. ':. ~. 'J..<:"': fr .:: ·,· ~~,_: :..() ~< .. Ot' tryl~ to G.Vc..i.d c:W:::,j· D,:}1ct_:, c:;j .:"1::.kf' i · n.-,._:..- CSS 

:~· ,,,...:::-~. ·1.t· ·::~: r .... e r ., A.s :1c cont.in~cd to a:.:sault -.. ~.c ,;.i ·.:.:::.1:..i.::>11 he r~cc::.voc •.he fa: .:.!. 
h:llct :'..n th<> i::he::.. It matter s l..i.~tl e hew x:c de$cr::.be the act.:on, the fe:te 
.:_,;,·c>rr;;c a:c ~:..." · l·l~ o.nc !!Lra.idJt fon.>:--:1: r: {: ":idihc: r:.."..-;~y .:~'1d wi::i :'u11 kn:n·."­
:,; ~ge •)1° l-: ~:i <;·:: .. .:.'.:ln~ :i:_:<.!;i:ptt::d tc ~~11::..Jd y J!: .::: :.:-::::,.- :.he hu:.L~1 p:)si.L.: ::J :--... 

' ' 

EA .. ".F":' .~ .• STJ..2:11 

1 I.'f, I:a! ar:t.ry 
c:J::t-921 



,..-i 

co 
c: 

•M 
b.O Cf) 

•rl Q) 

s... > 
0 ·rl 

.c 
Q) () 

,..-i s.... 
..0 <x: 
co 
._, ,..-i 

Cf) co 
c: c: 

:::::> 0 
·rl 

(lJ ._, 

o co 
mZ 

,..-i 
c Q) 
Q) .c 
~µ 

0 t.-t 
._, 0 

>. >. 
0. ._, 
0 s.... 
0 Q) 

0.. 
"O 0 

s.... h 
0 Cl.. 
(.) 
Q) 

~ 

' . 
, · · FOR'6r:r:1cr i. r · : r'is ·~ ·~~" ·v 

vn 4!1 ~e'pt•:ttiib~r 1966, tJ4J ,plati:>on ""a.s 01;1.r~·1ng litte:- ;ie.~ien'!s -i..Ilr(·e~u:!.f. ­
x:.ent; ~ing to;..ard ·lii8h ground' a!tu- an illttinae 01:\ttle vi.th the ~nam,y ir. dug 
~z: ,.P-?Sit!.on~o h.: thiru !j-i'l~ wcu the la~ e::'..ec:et:~, !'c!:: olol'ed by the litte.:: 
~u-~J..e~ta M.."l!J e,·q_Uil;lQent. ~d~nl:r 11-;f frmit&.l 6\iUao.l ... ~ l:i i;. t1y ~ utro148 en~· 
::.~x.:.~L t,'U:-. c::- .... .£ .. • f:..re, l. !.:.~~untly ... o'-1 1:! u'c r.ry p .: .. n ~ ::.a. ~. P '.c Li.;.tf fft::- '-':..i.B seoo1~~. 
: r. lino h.i tti;; i; ihe . arou.nd as the fi..r& h .i:. tl:.e b-r:::..oi <Ln.:. : :;1i t.l~ tl.rO"...lLd h:..::.. 
P:"c Lau!fe::- 1.L .. n edia.tely ae: d.o'iiL 1:1. b£\.Se of .f::re !rr. 'tho :;,,'1.:..LU!. bc h:.nd. hi;:i u.s the­
~ · t1 :: ~ 'J f th<J s ':·,; .C. scat'.01:'\rl ~ b;egc.r; fi.rir~. I'.fo ~.1.1..J.ife::: .::«:, ~Lzt<J..~ -.he:...t ~ ~;·t 
·:-.0\.:l:..:. r1''1't give ei!&otivl! ooqer far the v:itha.:c...rt.l c f tt:c, 40u .. :td~~ i.1: dil'ec : > .. 1 ! ~ 

,· ~ ~·et'.:' fir11. being ir, ~ frootal pOLltion~ C•l~/ La cou:..O f.)iYtl e.t'Jec:ive fi;:-eo 
Ji thout reg~d for hii o'lim .11.fe: and out of a des:u-e to UE .. V<:· the iat:r. in the lii\ad 
r-.:1~ wcur:rl ed frl"'tl !u::-thrz:: i.njury., ho rose to bis feet di:::-ect iy i~l &l\!ll'O' fin 
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