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UNIT MORAL. AT& WHAT THC UNI 
\:,~,· . . 

To pl"OTide a blocking torce to prevent escepe or infiltration ' of 
. ~8'\Ull~ee .0!1 ~tnen.dly/~C1rOe8"~includ'ed 7 I:IJ.' a and 8 WIJ.' 11. 
Unit :morale -wa,a excei.ient. ·· ·-· · .-._ · · .. , r; · 

. ~ . , .. ,,,~ .'-~ .~~ -~ :'< 

the en!l!ly:,-r 

•. c ., .. 

' f ( 1\ 

PUT IV - Heowil MDATIOM ftOI AWUD POtt ACMlfVl!M!MT Ott SUVICI 
llil. UNIT , HllAOQUA .. Tll"a, 0" .MC TION IH WHICH OUT Y WAa ,.IUU'Ol'MllO 

t. Ill& Olll Al:L.AT&O USIGNdNT 
• • .! • .. ' ·,· 

G:J,NO,). 0 TO•~ "~..,."':'!'SD ON~ ~·OUT .. 

" . • ). . . 
OTO IH ,"STl'llllD ON~ ~·qUT · 

D TO•• ce>WL:11T110 ON°"' •aouT . TO e& ••l.lllVllD ""°"'AD ON Ofll AeOuT ._ 

f'AltT V ·TO 61 UUD POlt ALL RIC0*61MDATIOMS 
)() , 

l'Olt AFAJtD ,Olt H•1tOU111 W41 ACT VOl..UNTA,.Y1' OllfC"te& WHY ACT·~· OUTSTAHOIN4 Al\IO I" IT •Aa MOfllll THAJ.t. W.AI 

NC>ftMALL:Y llX,.&CTllD, llX,.L.AIN HOW , "IN All,.IAL "LIOHT , Oll:IC"l•IC TY"ll ANO "OSITION 01" AllU'LAMI[. C"llW PO&ITIOH . . 
01" INOIVlOUAI.., ANO Al..1.. UNUSUAi.. Cl•CU..TANCl[I . 

·,, JJ ' ) I• ~ 

l'ORA•AJU> Tolt~CHllfVlfMllNf'Oltll!KVICJr : TITl..I[ ANO OUTll[S 01" AHiONWllNT , INCLUOINS CHA,.ACTI[" 01" 11: .. v1cit OU,.IMG 

PIE" 100 l'Ofll WH'IC M lllllC 0-.NOllO (OIN c_,.l•I• ~Cllpll.., ol tecllltlcal 01 •J»•lelJa..i -111-., 11tcludl114° deteio ol _.,.,_.,., eftd 

rellel); WH4T .. DIO THll tHOIVIDUAL. DO THAT Ml[,.ITI THE AWA,.OT WHY WAI THlS OUT9TAHOI- WMl:N .C0"4PA,.110 TO O'THl:IU 01" 

1..11<11 "AMII. ANO llXl'I:,_ lllNC II IN llMll..A,_ POllT IOHaT 

On 21 September 1966 , Ccr.mpany C, 2::1 Bat:alion, 5';.h CD.Valry was p n rtic.:ipE: t1:i 1.: 
in offensive coo bat against an f.r:n €d er:Emy :i.r.. the v::. c:ni ty of Bo:1g Son, Bihn ;'.; ~!". :-: 
Provience, Vietnam. At · eppr0ri.1t -stc ly 1000 hcrurs, Private Fir~t Clc-.es Billy 
Lane Lau~fert RA . 19 748 03 .1, a me!llber of th~ 1st Platoon, 1>.·as moving with his 
equad. from & l~ding· v.one ...mi ch he.d b~er. secured by hie company to 1'l:="~t~ct the 
air Lundµig of Compa."ly .D. Comy..::i. ny C h~d b~en directed to reRU.Thf t.h eir eearcb. 
and destroy operation and was rn~vin~ f rom th~ landing zone alon~ t~ eir essigned 
nxis- of ·advance. A prornin r:;r. t hill ro~! $S ley e.stride t h a company &:xis wh ich 
re.quired . ~ unit command er to split hi ~ f orce by d~n.,1-:iy-ing t he 3r-d Platoon tc 
the vast wh:Ue the 1st .and 2nd Platoons me.rched in ~lumn .t o t h e south 13.1.onr!. t he 
eaet sid.e of, the hl.11. Without 'lt'ardn[' Private Fir-et Clase L mlf'fer' e Plutoon 
recsiv:e<! . ~nt.ens~ nutoma-ti: weaipons fire ~rom enemy ambu sh positions.- The poir. t 
man was irqmediat0ly wo u:-'\C: ed and · the rerr .. "l.i~j er of the .rlatoon was fiY.W by fi!"e 
a..'1d eeuld no·t mrl.neuvel" , S1l!lnl tFL"'leoc:. s Jy, the 2nd Plat o'Jn !'eceived e!'lemy rn ort 111 
fire~. T~is p1stoon l:' $S C.i::-f>Cted t i'.' m:' r.euver to the T l[:~, t a~d • ri t h the :lrd 
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\ • )\.,, ~ · . ::J " ' "; "'"o"" ·'-=-~·"r,:'/r'!'""~~&Ay' ·•: -· · • • ._ i V • '• 

:·: ·_t:- · ~ i>~a~~~tL-t~ ,.~:.~1ff:_:tli~ :s~~:~-~ti~: itta;:~oying v~!it qv•t:.;~~~-~1 ·tl111t•::i!h.rch 
,T,.·- ·-;-~iii;;~_ was ~~·t"4·_ appro~~el.j l~e-tel'D·~ eoµth ,.~ :·:~he - e11~ abia:lili ait•, the ~2nd 
!I ,-; · P!ate>On began "to 'receive heavy automatic we8pons · :fire fr8m ;>ositione to ite 
·: ~ ' f):ont - lill~ . ),er.t· ne.nk~" Thi,s f,.ir~ -~lle-0 two · m~· imc!" wo\J.b'"ded .thI:•8.· ' . The. 3rd 
< ·r-i · .Platoon· eontinued · tcr me.neuveT · around the right flank of tho 2J"l.cr ·p1atoo:ti attemnti 
'.. bl) Cl) • , I. • " '. . • 

.' ! ·.-i <l> to outflahlc. the enemy positions and assist the lst Platoon. . At this instant the 
:1 8 -~ 3rd Pla.,~~~,: "".a.s .t.J,Fed upon~ ~.Y. " .ell entrencqed enei;y .~d could mP.n.ev.ve:r ~~o rux-thE 
: <l> 73 Private--.ifii~ · Cl~'-e , lt:au.f~-e~ ... was lo•e.ted" tOYard the- rear· ~ the l3t Pl:-atoon · · 

r-1 h position .s.od 'Was partial 1~ · screen~d. from enemy firf) by th1 d: undeIPgrowth. He 
~ <l; and ,, the. ~.~ . imme~~ately s.roUnC. h~ attempted t o gain positions from 'Whi ch they 
µ,.-; could retllni fire. As the pl~toon lear~ r was directing an ~ir strike on the 
~ ~ . enemy positions, Private :Piret Cl as s Lauf fr.r shout ed t o the point man , whom he 

:::::> .~ and hia1, • .ccmperiions could see, , to ~etermine wh e t her or. not he was: still_ e.live:. F 
~ ~ did no-t>r~!=·Ond, a:.-.d <the:v concluded thr .. t he w a~ probably de Ad~ The bsttle hnd 

1, en z no-w been: ill -p!'Ogreee fo:r 1Jeveral hours and d!'l.rkn~sff· w-e...e ra!Jidly approaching. 
· 1 '6. <l> 1'T thie time Private First Cl&ee LaUffer hM knovledge th.<Jt his platoon had 

.a>.c suffered t:wo men kill~ &nd ; anoth~r two who were seriously ·woundec • . Re-e..lizing 
~ +' that the .grte,;ot1bl7 wounded men woul'd h sve to be eveeu~ted im1!lediately. th-e 
;; 'Q .let Plato" began .to Yi thdraw with Ptj.vnt ,., First Claes L.auffer' a third equed 

leading • . The platoon· was ordered to circumvent the enemy pe-&1 tion-s by mo-ring 
vest and .. to link trp· with ele~ents of Comp<'.lny E which had been committ1!d to- the 
30uth. ·. ;Private .First Claes .Lauf'fe:-' s squad wes follo1rnd by the ·2nd squad 
vhich );al!! carrying the 11 tter 'Patients and e-xtTa equipment :f'rem t-'he derui' tmd 
'W'Ounded..~. sua.denly the ple..toon Yae caur.ht 1n an ovenrh'""-lfuing and' a.ecurr. te 
cro-9fire· delivered by enemy a.asa.ul t rifles a.."ld t'll!J.c.hihe guns .. 'K'hich instantly 
'\l:cunded the "f'O·int ?llan end fixed the pl~tco~r by fire • . Private Fi~at Cl a ss 
Lauff~r sought cover as the en.suy fir e !".'1oved to.,.,ard hi.a. Seel.Ilg that hi£ 
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entire sque.d W [~ s unnble to maneuver, he .:.gp:ressiYely returned fire in an at temp 
to .iain fire aup~r;iori t~· to permit the other,s from his .. aquacLiJ:> ,yithdr.aw • . 
Ho'ffever, the eninny fire conti nued and incree~"'d in-· vo l ume which thwtn'ted the 
withdrawal.· His ·cem C·" r!"\ tecA.r.le even f.TedP r when he reali :;:ea thnt the wound ed 
point man could not withnraw, nor could aid be r endered to him and t he litter 
patient~ · vho h ad been ·dropped in e poni tion whereby the:· were lying completely 
exposed in the dir~t line of e nemy fire. . '1hen he obeened th~t the othu 
men in hi s . Sf!Ua d were scatte-ret in va.:;i oue ·posi "..iQns which precluded them . 
from de l ivt0ring effectiv e cover1ng f1:re, he theo . insti14ctively a.roee and. 
agGTcseiY~2.y ch 'l::-ged the e:. ei~y ma.chine gun po si t10n v This cour8€e-ous act 
1~. omrn t .::: ril :t stunned tn c eneny g-..inr,c· r~ e.!1d Pr i v -:t i:: First Cl ass Lauf~er cap ite.}i;: 
on this action by del°!VE' :-in g rt d0~.dly H ll ur.ie cf P. n toma tic rifle fir e against 
tbe en e:ny at their machine gun po si t 1on. Hhile rr1vate First Class Lauffer 
k c nt t he enemy off bn 1a:: ce with hi!". g-11ll .... ~1 t or.e rr.-·:i ch1 r ec , the wounded poir.t 
r-. ~rn was nble to c1·::-wl to a cove ::-·n C. posi tier. a.'1d h :~ e co::i::Hmi ons were pro »·i ·:.Pd 
1--~. ".: h tn 0 cri t :: c r. l t1ric required to sur.c< !:"· f:~t:lly move the ..,10undee l :. t ter 
.... ~ '~ r .. ~,... fr orr ~hr. : ~ .i l~ :· .... , ~ · -· c· «t"" o·f !-lcr.: ~- : : ·· ~ir e :.-.!".'~ ~:.:-' f ' :=_ ~ - ~c :: e -~~,, .- .. "" tlg•?O'UF. 

r.~.~.: . · : ~ r:·1 n.: ,::, .:::. :1 ~ . : ·.- ~ ·-..i :r :i f .;:·L - ~'"" :' ~~~· f. - f : '-' ~· - ·. ?: .. 1··. t. • · 'w\1 . r~·! 1 :.:~ .: ;t~~ 

..... :eu.'.'f" ::- w ::~ f<'! t.c::J:: i:;,'u :.o' l~ ·r:-o~ rr . .:.'-. i< ·-· gun ~-;hc 4.: ,,,"Ju.r.r:fr t' •..t:-.'.. i; c thi:. ::iel f l.,- r:' 
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Gor.i;>a.v 
l3t A:ir 

,., , ~\1 c.~v. ul ~.:..: n, :, t~ ..,..:.valry, 
,,; :.ivc..1:-:,r ..Ji 'I i s:i. on , Ar• Ki1e, RVN. 

, ,:--& I: -~~ · 
•.· · .. ' ~.'i- '·' 

~ . :~ , -~ ·' :~ ;,-.. . 
, ·. 

.< ,: ·~}~:;~·\ .. 
rcrsons w::o ~.ss:i.sf..oot tVA 

.... 
~oncl itions under whic h a.ct p Qrforniedt 

'1 .p:~ ··~{i',A ~(.": ~,:~~:'t,,q~~·-: ~ :t1:' . · '· \ ' ~.";: ~·. 

Locc..~ion1 ~or;..:. Son, Bir.b i.Jinh ?ro ·:ienct3 , R'lli 
1, __ ' 

Roc.k'J ar.d mow1t.-a:i.nous wi~h d e.n!le vegetation 

.:ea~er: 

in~1 
. . ' ... cr~ ... :c tum: ·:i.1w en•x:_. was :' i.:: ;.ly entrenched i.n '.)urJcered pcs · tic:is 

w:i.lh e x'.:c;~ t,ional:J g::io..i ~·i.:·e a. !;.. obsei-vo.-Uon.. '.'l: <.iir 
s trenc> • 1;a.s es L;....:1;;, ·.iyJ to , . .,.Je a ri,:'lc plawcin 
r e ', ... nf cl'.: e ..! "':.·/ :.~c ; · ;_2 r:3. :'.or<:J.e was high Jue to 
c · 1r.: '. :..n i ' i"\0 ~, e r :.·;i _;. 

~'3i..' t.: :zd~1 .. _:· _· c:1::. 1.. · .. ·:' :·.: "l.• · :;·, .. ~,.)~.; r.t. ~ ;:_ c,c L:.r1 · t' C~"': t: :..t. '.): ... eve· ~,~ . ~Jc.-1t-' ~ 

e r ~:1 1 :'.. lt.rat i ·.Jr · CJl t..'rn G.."1c:11y. '.Jn '_: m·.; rJ.l e -.m.s 
ex .:.:.: l lent. 

Un 21 s ~ ~_r. ~;:l~f~r l ~J6v, ,:; (H' l~ . :.::. .""\,' ~ , 2 ... : 1attal .!ou , 51., !1 ~ :.i va.l;.-J' ,,','19 i)ar t. iNID 
·; ~;-;.:.;,~:..:~in uL cr..sive ,· , .... :.::.«!. a...:iin.3 · ... c.:r1 <L'.1 0C. cnen~ in Uw vici.:1it.y 0 1' 

;5i.;1if_ 5c:i, J i .:11 ,;,;:..n.Ji h·oc.f'.:..:e , ··J ie ·\:.nc?.."ll . Av a .::i?roxinately 1000 hou:rs , 
?~< .. v~:.i. t: ·.i;:3~ · ~.i ~::.~ . ) r~ .i..1 \" .~ ... ir. ~ L..i . .!f : 1:.:r , :i..A 19 7LE :_i J:.· . . #~. :··l .. ~r·.~~ : r o f t;: e 
: : ; T. •y· .. .. 

• - '.,.. -") ~ I \ \ ," , . 

t. ... .... . ~ \ .. . ,.; : •} ... 
.:: • :. •. : ,· • . . : l{· O. ' -

. •- ',',O_; . : (· • f, 
. ;.. : I. , 

.. ·~ · l '. 

Lu f:Y . 
~n·: - . 

... 

. . l 
'i ! s ~ : ~ .. ''- . t l'< ~ [; ~ . . \ .. ·.:d 

j f .. d. _""i: . • ·' .. 1 

-' . . f' . . -

:-• ....: • - - c..:.. c ' , r1 . : · 

'' . 
I . - ' - 1' 

\ I ,' 2. t : 

,. , . ~ ·· t-_ 

",J 

FOR OFf-lClAL USE ONLY 



, lJ.i'..LLA.'.).:'>11' !LU 

:.\ A'.ijf~t')f?].SSLf./ 
~ B~NARAD3tJf/7,k'ca_ ~· ; . . -

- ~::'Tf·:'. ,:r; :· . ;;- .. ·-> •. .:· ... •· · '. ~ ~-< ~ ·:~·:,·.~~: f~:,•:1(('.~ :{~ 1~ ~.~f'~( ~) :,.~~ , _ 
·;,~ •i'~ '-t}>I· · - r:~i, ~~~ t,) k' ~j'::i(.,;~ >,.;;,: · / :~ . \ - ~;".,1.• ~ . ::;: ·'.\, ..&·· 

~""¥9 . ' .,, " - >' "~j 1 •. · .: • ;it , ' 1.~ - ~..;..! · 1~ ,:p~-~t.. : ·.:_ 
-, .- --~ · ·. ~~ ·: _ .. s .. · · " " .~~ 'Ult" 2t~i- · ·· . - ·~~~ • . l!ortu: . 

~~ ·! :· . ~rtre·~ · 'Thi3 platoon· wie~~.£eci" teTil~ver t-o the ri;,ht an:i, with 
\"' . __ the Jrd. Platoon, ton·~ the 'eoem;r. po3itian. A.ft.er :noving 'W6!t over 
: ... ""~ . ~- . , -- ~ ~ ~- hUl 14110~~'~ l.~fl~_;.m{rt;tx1 ~tel.7,' lOO ~t.era sou~ _o! tho 
. .-. ,-~:-·~··." en~ ~~1sh' 1gH:O/(tfle ' 2ri<f !ifi~·'~&ian tc "'receiv'e heaT/'auw.1\atic '' . • 
:, ~ ' . r~~-s. ~ir~ r~. JX>S ~~ions :'~ '- ~~ front and left n~ .. T~is fire '.I 

-rl 
1 killed t-wo ::ie.n and wouhlad UiFee'. The 3rd ?la too~ contfn,too to man-

. . ~ ~ ouver around. the ri[::ht .fl'ank, of .th.a 2nl Platoon a-r..te:;ipti..ng to 
~- 5 .~ :«:illtflar.k the enenzy- · pc:si~~ : ¥~ ;ts ~,i.St th~ J._st Platoon. At this 
( ci> {3 in3tant the Jry_ Pla:toon wus ·::fh'ed, up·on 'by ire:n entra!lched ~eey a.rrl 

.-. s... oould r.1r-'1o :lve1• no i'u:"t.har. ~ Private l"ir:rl- Clas:J Lauffer was .lc-cated 
~ < to~ the ·rear of tho -. lst _ Pl.B~· po~itiOn and was partiall; sc reonF.id 

, ~ ~ frQm,. enem;r f1re,~,.b1rt~~ ~~·" H,, and. the men J..mrned.1..a~ly . . 
1 c c: around hi.in attq:np~d 1 t6 ;..gall:r~ '"°'itions . f'rbm wnich they could retnrn 

:=> .~ · tire_. A:; .t.ha platoon · 1~~- )las di~ootW, an air strike on the er.e.":IJ 
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l ro z he ah:i hi s ccrupar1lon.s c6u:l1r · se€i', to detennine ....t-1ether or not he wa~ · ' 
i 1 'ci Cl> still ali vi:?. Ho did not r~sW,00., ~ they -:one 1 uded that he 1'18.-' 

\ ~ '5 probably dead. 'tn e batu~ · . n~"W ·~ in pror:;rn3 .:-: !OJ:', several ho..i.r~ 
; .an.cl da.rlruess 'Wa.!J rap · . · . ~~1~· By this time Private f irst 
.\ ' 3 ~ ;Class ~4u!f er had kno • ·' . , · ~~hi,.S- ;t;l ~ had sutr~-~ :p'f' men . . ., :~ 
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. rifk~ .:-LTV.: ;·, w:h :.Pe ~uns '-r,1ti0p insUntJ.y \IO~mdec': U:e p01r'. i.. i:i.an and 
fL--=s·-1 t.'H / la.won fir ('• ?riva t~ First )l.a:Js l<:i:.u"i~r !'IOU['h~ Gover 
as t'i8 ;;r11~ n~1 fire moved towahi him . Seeir.,_.· ti <>. ", bis fl ~1:!re squad 
'!Im.'! 1mo.r1h to ~!euvl!lr, he tiggreuaiTely ret~nod fire in an cJttemot 

. t<: t:ain fU-c s \.iper lority t,o 'perin.i t the o th;ars fron hi~ squad to rt th­
draw. ' ;c ~-cver, the enerriy-fire co-c.timioo ana Lncr<J!1~eu in voltC'!ie 
\.tiich t::-..i1:-~ . .-,..J tr. ~ ;rilhdraw-al. 11i!I co:.~crr-1 •A c ame ~ 'ra.1 D'eat13r 
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On 21 Sep:ember 1966, Company r 2'.l Bnt ". s..lio!i , 5~h · Cc valry was par tic::. p -. 
in offen~ive coo bat again s ': o.r. f.r:n-cd er:r::oy j r. th e .-::. c:. r1ity of b(l.'1£ Son, Bih~, 

P rovicn ce, Vi otnBJn. At llf p r 0xi1t <:tel y 1000 ::cr.irs, Priv 3.t e Fir~t Cl c-. e!'! i3illy 
Lnne Lau~fer , RA 19 748 o~ 1 , P.. r.t('!!!lb&r o f L1t 1st Fl at0-0!l, ~: as movil"'L g 1nth ~1 
equad from & laziding 1':00(1 vb i ch h~d bE! ~r. secure<! by hi~ co 11 pany to -n :-:::itect 
air lundt.n€' o!' Compe.."ly D. ~or:rr- ·"' ny c h!--d b~ e :: dire-ctf:'d to remm f t.~ ei r eeP.r 
~d destroy operation and Vlll.B :';) 'J "l'"l. ;", "> ":'rom thP l anding zone al o =-·~ t :1ei r c 0 .,., 
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Private 'Fil--et Class Lm.tffer' s 
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· P~atoon~~ l·to _ tl~~k ' the · enYtT· -~~tlcm: Atter'~mo~ing ve.er qver , iCS11all hill 
·- . - ~was ltteatecl &PJlroximately l~e'tel"1'"eouth ar :·:t .he ~-n '8mbitali site, the '~ 

Platoon began to recoive heavy automat ic we~poris fire from poeitione to it rl 
Ctl 
c 

·ri 
bD VJ 

·ri (]) 
h > 

' 0 ·rl 

..c 
(lJ u 
rl s... 
..0 ~ 
Ctl 
µrl 
VJ Ctl 
c c 

::::> 0 
•ri 

Q) µ 
u .co 

! I co z 
' 'ci (1) 

.ID ...C: 
0:: .., 

o~ µo 

. 1):ot!t and Jef"t' flank. Thia f..ire ):ill r:-d two men D.rid" wo'U'.nded flu:1ie, • . The 3r 
Pls.taon con.tinued to· rne..r.euveT aMund the r1gh~ flar.k of tho 2nd Platoon at 
to outflank the enemy positions and assist the 1st Platoon. At this ineta 
3rd Pla,tootr ."11'.ae !,~_Ted upon: by well entrf:nchcd enellly a.x.d could ir.p..neuve:io , no 
?rtvat&·.fir.g-t Cl!i!ae Leuff-er . was 101iated toyard the rear· a-f the 1st Platoon 
nos~t!on aiici ;i n~: ;iartia11:· gcreen~·J !'ro r.i onemy firf) by thi c't. undergrowth. 
:.Wct the men imm~C.i.ritely s.rounc hin:l attemo ted t o gain _po~itions from which 
co·uid r 'efurn fire. As the pl.l'\toon lE'e.r r r was directing an t.>-.1.r strike on t . 
enP.my positions, Private First C1oss Lnuffrr shouted to the point man , who1 

and h1~ 1, .-co111panions could aee, . to !!etennir.e whether or n.ot he was still e.li 
did rro"tl r&&<:.ond, ~-..d <the ~' concluded thr-. 't he lf!:l:. pro·bably del'\d. Th e battle 
noir been: 1:r:i · -progrees for -eeveral houre and. dr.rknE"eff· Ye.s ra!'idly llP'PTO a.c.hin 
l)y' thie ti.me Private First Cl&ee Lauffer h~ knowledge that h1s pla\oon ha 
su!f ered tYO men kill~ and , ano thf!r two who were s-eTiously · woundec. . Ree.li 
ttat the .grtevoobl1 irounded men would h .we to be 9Vbeu~ted immediately. th 
let Plato~ began to Yi t hdrl'-• w1 tt. Pri,Yr.t~ First Clasfl L~uffer 1 s third equ 
leading • . The platoon was ordered to circumvent the enemy ?O"ecition·fl by ffi07 

>.. >.. 
o_µ v~t and .to link up· with elelllents of Comp~ny E which he.d been conunitt~d to 
8 ~ south. ,Private First Claes Lsuf'fe~' s squad wes follol!ed by the 2nd squad 

o. vtich l;al!! carrying the litter patients end ~7.tTa equipment f!'Om the dead a: uo . 
h h i.roundetl.. . SUddenly the pletoon wae c1rn,--:-r1 : in fl!'. overlrh ..... lining 8l'ld accurr .. te 
8 o.. . . I croe15fire · delivered by enemy ansRult r~1'1es a-•d m~cliine guns ._:hich instP...r!t 
w .,.cll!lded the ~oint !DD.I: end fixed tbe pl.<1~00:1 by fire. Private First CL:ss 
~ 

Lauffer eought cover a s the ell.tny f.i:- t> -.oved to¥erci hill.. See1..ng that r.is 
entire squP..d wr,s unn°t'l~ t0 maneuver, he ·: g r ressi.\'el; returnpd fire in an ll 

to gain fire supcriori ty to penni t the o ther.s from his .squad .. t,p yi thdr.aw. 
Ho..,ever, the enimy fire continued l'tnd increa~"d in vol wne vhich thw11rted t ) 

withdrawal. His conc ·"r.". t ecP.r.1f' t'Ven f.TP."t,,r when he reali ?. ed thnt 'the wou: 
point man could not w1 th r: raw, nor coulc aid be rendered to him and the lit 
patient~,. vho had been ·drOp r>ed in a poni.tion whereby the:· were lying comple 
exposed. in the <lix~t line of e!'.lemy fire. . When h~ obe~I"l'ed th11 t the oth~ 
men in ':-ne Sf!UCld were scattaec in v a:-i ous pos1 °..iQns which r>recluded them 
from deli VP.rir.g eff ec ti v c covering fir a, he theo . ins ti~cti vely Rroee and 
aeITT"CSaiY-:?ly ch~::-ged the e;.e r~. y machine gun pos1 aon" This COUraee-OUS act 
ir.o:nc>ntP.ril:r stunned the ener.iy g-...in:r:i:-·r~ e!ld Priv -:t~ First Class LAUf!'er capi · 
or. this action by ctc1iv0:"ing ,-: dr:~.dly wil ur.:ie of P. <t ~or.intic rifle fire a gain! 
tlie en e:ny ~t their machine gun posi t 1cn. Hhi.le Private Firs~ Class Lauffe ; 
Y.c:nt the enemy off bnLP-.: . ce with hi~ ,sall ." :? t or.e rr.· :1 ch<i rec, the wour.ded po: 
::-. ~:n we.~ nble to c;· ~ wl to a cove : ·,-. c. posi t ior. a:1c h .'. ~ co::i;inni ons wero nro·.-1 ·: ' 
1·, ._}': t~" c:ri t: cr.l t1cc re<!ui red tc g~ ccu·<.'. ;: l) y move the )1o und.ee L '\. te-:-

~· ," r r ~.r;: 
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FOR 'OFf.\.OtAL ose ONL y 
Gr. ::~ ~opt~ber 19b6 , : W.i.i5 mov~ \i!.tt Vr;f ~'i;.t....C. i.:..u li:a.O e~·~an~ fo.:. tho 

firRt pl~1oon at ~ordin~u,a BR 866806. ~a h..e. jwJt reaohe<l the top or a hill 
\ a.rx1 st1U""';oo heKliin(J 50u~h to.,,.ard Co~~ .B, which watt joineC. Pj' ·.1ther elements 
· cf our OO!JrF 1\llJ'. ~ s<iuad wu 'lhding · a.nd c.arrying t1'. e ·.JOUID &d , aq ui pm ant !rom 

I t.he .:ow1C.fJd ~ deM from un 1'11tl1uon lita.rller in th6 dL.y. 3uddenl/ ~ aqu.w:\. "'~..s 
u~.~ 'i.n L'lO'thaJ: 8Z!ltrtwh, this time frocn t)tO ua.cHr.e guns IJRI'8'Yine the 'tra.U 
'.l e were w • ..lkine on. lmmediatoly w poi.ht ~ wu.s Ll. t ftll if.B in tta l:.r.e cf 
e:.my !:r1.. I told th~ 3q_'.u>d to 'W' .. thdrav 1.o CC'\·~: .... ~ i':J:;:::..:i~ ~.:i::.. l~v ·.'.. c " :i t.1 

baae v! iire. P!o) .• 61l.lf!QI' va.s is.ooni l.L :...ina o.nd w~ Lt;" in po~it11Jn clo..Jeot 
to the eii:eoy. It 'became obTioua th&t 'w'I "ere pin.ntt1..1. ou .... t• and oould not move 
un.lea~ someone put dOVIl good !ire &Upport frao :he front. Pf a ku!hr lor~ked 
1:·!:>-ck :i.;1d 3"'· .. ~h.ut hio situ ,e, w...a r&ceivir.e r.E!a.vy fi:::-9 •.1 . .nj co~ld not ~v~ ~i 
r . l ' ,,.r •\ .• t"" ·-~ · ~..I ,,.J ,~ .... , ,.,1· · ' " · · ·c -' •" ~·· 1 · r·· ~ r ,,,.,..,,....y " ' re "JI', . • L•t.:.. _..,,..,,. 1r.· •.t.J.1,. 01t:r nvu..4AJl"I...£ "'~u "-J--<! .-.. 1 .. l. \.... ,.. ,_ . ....., \,. -•jf.J ....... ~ .. ~ . ... • .: . -

L!.>l i f! e..-: .>.Ct~-d "r...th cr..;.t o:\.'. era ~ ~r.>em.:.t.el ~· .c.'..::c·.it r~~~ for t-..::j cwr. life a.B 

1."' :. ;; · • ..;: :~t:eH :..r..:o a po:.:iitlon ~o !ire u.t the e.ne:::zy. l':i.:a ~o~it'..on p-u'. hi.:i: 
: i: •Le ..:.i :-e.: -: :.ir:.o of 6neQ..Y f i re 'With n·lu.:~ve:.y n-:; ccve.r. n6 roee t o u o .f.; oJ : 
t_ • ._ ,;,d. ·1.,_.,~ - t.-.C. for ·•~ lu,ying c!.Nn a. b;uH; of Lre :td.~ tJlo·"ij(j. ey eq·..1.&0. ii<.' Cl o'.;'<'~ 

'·'·' aa!u ¥J C:,~-. i~nG tlild e;1b.bl~ tho wounded rc:n-. ~ ..... -:~ cra;..r~ w tn0 rel:!.!" f ;; ::: 
:: ~ : '.. i-..l.. a:: 1:::. t.: o ::i. Dur if .S hi a ~ v ance Pfc Lo..:i..!' !- irr \o'W:3 'J~".l.W oo. t .-i c.: o..rx:1. f el.l 
·~ , .. -: lw 6-='-'u .:..:!. M . .'..~:...tutj Lte= P!c kuJ;~- ~ l.<.C. f:·0i:.. 'wl'(.;.;1.i;.:.~ S'.l.1:.e:&-. :r-oc; :~:; 

~:::~c . •• .;,~~ '..i.~.:.;eLf11.>h l.)~Vi.t.g of h : J :.:.!: ~ ~ ~ve< .. ;J . ,, ·~:.vt:> :; ::.i1· t:;)' Ll.{U~ ~ .a .:.­
. ~:..lt . : ·...:..~ ~t :-·."! :::"JtJ ~f: o ,.,, i~..b.oo t c a. o~ t· ·.;. ::->c .... :-1~t. !": .. .:v .;. ·~a.t:c! : .. P:o Llall!!c: 
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.J;,:.~ !.C. ~ .".lP.":" ~ :c; ac: ~ he dii~ ~~ Ut :'.id !K' ~. C\'~ ,:i ·_..::~ O~ ! .h:..d C' '.I!; 0 '.J! of C1.. L­
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FOR or~·lCIAL USE ONLY 
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FOR OFF\ClAL USE ONLi.V June 1961 

':!: h.a·rc p;eYiCl:'5]y :it.d(· a st...;.~coen~ r.. ·.:r1<:<:?:r'~"lb ?!'c Billy L.'iUle Lauffer; 
P..A }Q 71. 0 OJI., :c".'" "i~ 1v: •_jcrr.'.l p:-isr ~c- heinc kill a~ ."r. 2"'. S.::·p'.{.;'.i'.~~: 1<;>66. 
'"i :.:.: ~·- '.t!::cr.: i~ 1J: '.:l&.c-d tc. ~larify ._t.c.· :-cs.i+.!.o.'1 ."C':.'-'...- ._:. " . . • he :-c'Jc tc 
r.'.? ff'L:t :.>- ,.~ r.1 ;, · i·: e.'lf'r:J f~rc- s:~:-x:!:'.. r·c 0: '. he 1. .-aJ..~ '·""·: :.10~·. 1 .-..n ~e :-c·1;, 

.~ · ~ "' "": , \:i:- f::-fC t·. ~d ~ ·i: vt- '.: ~cwa:-:.. ~;. >_: ~~-1,.:=~· ;>.:~~-:·;'(' ... " 1.~: r:f .(J!C C cf wc r.-~~ 

,::_ ·:, ~L~~~-1. · .. o:.e ~( c.:·:-1\·c;,· :.r.:J.~ .??C L ~·...:f: ' t!"' 't"/.3~ nc: ~: ! C:.. : · c. :..~ er ~ :· . :i.:·I.. or 
- ' ~ 7 }' r' · .. ". r• '· .,.. ,..., . - • I _I i ~ : 

... .. "' -- c :-. : : ~ .-. ~ . ~ ... 1 . : ~ . . ~ .1 . 

~ ~ - 0 ~ .:.:. : J .j.u,~::~~:v~ r.z.i:.:..~~ .. 1
1

: : 1.: ;~ 'A:i.~ : ~ .. .. :" ... ·.c.:· .. .;.,i· .• : cr:vc r f 0 n;o..~ ..: ~~- '.,i~ 

; :i~· i L:.:.i:-., :1.~ :" ~;:_:· c:...'1er :-t-!:..Son o:· :r..01.i Vt.! :·or !..;.! · ::-.;,)-. · <:n~:'"lt. I ~ ls ot:vi0t:.s f;o: 
··~· ~-:--ev:r>VS -: '. ~·-e::. e:it U-:..LJt ~he ,FOin·-. !lil.in ~.u.:i n: c:ovtr, c0r.~equer.tly hci:ig 
:I · v~:-:!:· ..... : ·-~ :::.-·~, .:.i.; .u .. ~~ · ,·.io.:~ly th~: ;(' ·,; ;,;.~ . . .J cc v t :- )r c~ r1c 1 • .:. -:. ::it:r.t of:eN?d t.o 
. ~ ::-c : .:.. : : ~·.:·::: :· :'0:-:t. Pr·~ La.u..;.'fer ' s 1.} '..l'.!1Ute .~r::.. ·. ~r..:;tio:1 wa.~ t!~ e :: . ~.chi:-:".' -;_,ru.r. 

f'.'.'~:·_:'.)r .. · '-:.i:~ ...-.:...!: ;<:;:-. :n.::, iU.1'11 hi::.:. id. T ~. k~r.z.; .~ '.:i d: ::: •.ior. ho:- ~·o se 4..c ti'. 
'.'-:-:' t : :.-:,· ir~ L y'_: ·.•w ~.: .. i l ;,,1th hi.!:i r~:1e: flr~r-2 iI rs;.10 s : :.cce~;;i ~· · ·· , _.,;.~:kl;. 

-.c:. ~. -J..;:··. f•· . ;· .< c;:.: :0 !:·_dt' tryl~ t o G.VUc! c;-:e:::,· D.:11c'..S c:;:;j ~0,:e 1 .:-'1..'~-.:;ss 
::-- · ,,;.:..-~~ - t .r:· ·:: ~: r .. t".e r .,, A.s :1c 1:ont.irr...! l!c! ~o a:.:sa.u lt ·"' ~~E:. ,f)::.~1:.i.:>n he recc.::.vec. • .. he fo 
~~ Lllct :.nth<> :: t-.e:~. It :natters l~~tlc hew "J::c Jc$cr:.be the act.:on, '!.he fe::t~ 
: ,.,,·-'•.rE'-' a,.-.-. r: ., •.. 1,, :-.n,.J <> 1 ,..d.. ; . , l-.+ . f:1""·)~ · r·c. •J"" 1 ihe,..:.'"- 1 •r -,...d 'Ji•_:i .'.\tl1 kn '''r,'-- . , ....... ... L. .... - - .. , .... - I.... _ .... •:.;,>'"" '--~ " ,. ... ; . \,,.. ..... ... ... _. .. --J ........ .i: .,_ ., 

: .. :.: ge ')~ · ~ .:.::i <1 ·· ·:_.'...?!'l~ £!~.:,~.:i.:;iti:~ tc ~~ r. ::_Jdy j!:.:.~.:-:_.· ' .. h t h1d;<'i p:;siL: ·:i :-... 
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· FOR 'Or:F1r.r ,.>:.r·r·rs ·~ ··~~.rr ·~ 
<.,;n ~l ::.;ap\•'.lmb~x 1966, D(J' ~lc~toon wa.s 01;1.rry • f16 htte:: ;1t::'ien':.s-~'8q'u! .t . -

i:.e nt; mcving to .. ti.rd · lii8h ~ou.oo: a!t.Gl.' an intt.inae 'ba.~ tle vHh the ~nem,y iL d~ 
:z: ,,P'?Sit:Jn::1. l\: th.1.ru 8-i\~ w~ the le~ e:a::e ~::, !'c. ~".. owed by thtl litte.::­
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