
TALL COMANCHE 
CHARLIE CO. 2:-;n/5 111 CA VALRY 

1 sT CAVALRY DIVISION (AIRMOBILE) 
4-6 OCTOBER 1969 

REPUBLIC OF SOUTH VIETNAM 

northwest of Fire Support Base IKE. Their mission was to interdict North Vietnamese 
Army forces that were crossing over from Cambodia. 

The Company was commanded by Captain lL Kuykendall, (Comanche 6) the ramrod 
""as Fi1 st Sei geant 'vVilliarn (TOP) Alleu .. 3:'6 was 2Lt Ti!ll Holden, acting Plat0011 
Sergeant was SSG John Curtin. Attached to the Company was 2Lt Brian Phipps who was 
new in country and was sent with us for some experience. (He got it) Also attached to 
il (' r 1 "' .. T (' A n l' 1 '1 ..,7 A , ·11 " ie .omµany was a ro1wa1u uuse1vauu11 1ea111uum1\ na te1y l /. J~1u 1e1y tnat 
included 1 Lt Dan Bertram, (Birth Control 28) Reconn Sgt Charlie Dickey (Birth Control 
28 Delta) and RTO Sammy Price 

The Landing Zone was Green and a perimeter was quickly established. One thing about 
the L7 it had nientv of water Lt Holden 1ook a dive off an incnmin>!: Bird and had 10 he 

! .J ._, 

helped up. (Before he drowned) 

As the (\1mpanv expanded it;;; perimeter il hecame appan~m that the area had seen a lot of 
NV A activity. Ambushes were set up on some well-used trails and the Company settled 
in for the night Before daybreak the Company was probed by a sizable force of NV A 
(probably trying to get to water) 

During the resulting Firefight 3 N\1
/\ \Vere killed. i\s the Company searched the area 

they encountered AK fire. A wounded NY A thought to be an NCO apparently was 
pulling a rear guard action. In short time he was wounded again and taken prisoner. The 
~"1cn of C~on1anchc treated this n1an vvith respect and dignity First ;\1d \VUS adn1inistrrcd. 
The man was given water and the Medics gave him morphine for his wounds. He died 
hefore he could he nicked un 

' l 

As the Company began to move out they once again encountered AK fire and a firefight 
ensued This vvas to he 1.vnical frn the dav The NVA kent setlin>!: un small ambushes 

.I 1 I 1 '--' J_ 

meant to hinder us in our pursuit We took Machine Gun fire, RPG's and Chi-Com 
grenades. These actions took a toll on Comanche. 

According to Mike Hayes, 3 /6's Platoon Sergeant SFC Miguel Calzada had left for R&R 
just prior to the mission. Knowing that he had a new and uni.lied Lt in Tim Holden, Pepe 
Calzada moved Sgt Hayes from squad leader to be Holden's R TO with instructions to 
"look after Holden". 
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\\'ith Pene !!one SSG lnhn Cmtin heuinw aciin&> Platoon S&>t .John was v\ntmded the r .,__1 - - - - - - - • ·~-· '~,' ' 

night of the 4111
. He was medevaced out. John had been scheduled to leave the field on 

October 5th. SSG Bob Davis took over as Pit. Sgt.. 

The recollections of both Mike Hayes and Dan Bertram (confirm these small but 
~rrc:i.f"'t;\.'A 'l·nihtfchoc nnc-o.d 1111;f-p ':l b11rrln-n f'nr 0\fCl't"''\!f"'l1P the rn-rnn'::tn\; Tn 0lmnct 'll1 
\,,..;i..lV"-"~1\'.._, U.ll.il.JU..._Jll'-J l-''-/._~'-' l..ll.-.J.ll.'-' \~ .l\.l-1.'-'-"'ll J.\..Ji VV\,,..-l.}'-;11,..., l,J.j_ '- l..._)'lll}-'i...t-ll.'f J.11 \.-Lllll\...'•ll. \.l,.ll 

exchanges of tire the Company took casuait1es. On the 5th we took only wounded. But 
we were losing fighting men. 

Mike Haves recalis that the Conrnanv set un around a smolder in~ dc<Jd tree which he 
I t ,I io_ !..., 

thought made a good target and also that the Company did not dig foxholes that night. 
Dan Bertram remembers Capt. Kuykendall telling him to call in the Delta Tangos close 

The morning of the 6th we moved out in our standard three columns Mike Hayes recounts 
that \VC began to see N\T/\ Bunk~ers that \ivere \vell constructed T reme1nher seeing 1'J\Ti\ 
weapons and other material (the more we saw the more nervous 1 became). 

.. .. • , ' , • 1 • !\Al ' 11 1 1. ' ' 1 ("' :v1a1or conrncr canw ar rn1u-rnornmE ;v1v memorv re11s me v,e nau 1us1 slonneu ror a 
~' "--·' · • I i 1 

break; some one had broken a pack strap or was doused with red ants. No sooner than 
my butt hit the ground automatic weapons fire came from our right front. A firefight 
hegan in earnest My pos1i1on at ihat time was hchmd Comanche 6 and Birth Controi 28 
I moved forward into the CP just as Gene Fussey who had been walking point on the 
r;nht -hlA H/".lC' l-vrn11nhf ;nfn tho rv r.ie-.np hr::1r1 hopn i,;f ;.,, f-h~ rhc.iocf l·nr ':lllfnn-i".lf;I" u;p<:)"f"\f'\11C' 
L .lsl1\. 1.llV rt U.._'I 1....:J. .... JU5J.J.L iii.\.'-1 Lll'- '-· 1 . '-._.P•,.'.1J. ... ,. 1J.U• ... 4 1...:'-''-'ll .llJ.l. J.11 L.l!-.... '-..;ll'- J:;,. \,.J .J U\.-ll..Vl.l1U\.1'-' '1'1 VU-}J'-;J.J...1 

fire (i beheve it was an RPD, 30 Cal Machine Gun.) Doc Hooks and at leasi one other 
Medic worked on Gene but his wounds proved mortal. 

Rocket Artillery) the legendary BLUE MAX was bounced. The Cobra Gunships were 
inbound to our location immediatelv 

Leaving Lt. Bertram with the CP I made my way to 3rd Platoon who was attempting to 
flank the e11emv, my job was tu di1ecl lhe Coln as tlial day As we allempleJ lu maneuve1 

we drew fire from another RPD. The Platoon broke away from the fire some went left 
and a few of us went to the right front. This movement to the right took into the kill zone 
of a 51 Cal \iachine Gun, \vhich opened up on us frum about l 5 meters 

At this time all Hell was breaking loose to the front and to the left and right flanks of the 
Company. Dan Bertram relates that he, Capt. Kuyken<lali, a couple of RTOs were in a 
small space between some trees and were drawing fire from NV A soldiers. Top Allen 
who \vas never verv f'-lr from 6 grnhhed his 1'\K (hi-. \veapon nr'chnice) anci <;aid, 'Tm 

going to get those SOBs". He walked off to the right front. There was a flourish of small 
arms fire and then it stopped 

About ten seconds later Top came walking back. He was pale white, his right arm­
hanging limp. There was a large bullet hole in his right shoulder, which was streaming 
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hinml Doc Hnok-; tonk him r1l the re<Jr of The \P 1,,vhere the \">Olmcled \H~rt' heing 

collected. 

There is some doubt about which SOBs TOP was going Clftier rhat day The few of us 
from 3rd Platoon who broke to the right found ourselves cut off from the rest of the 
Company We were taking heavy fire from Machine Gun, AK 47s, RPGs and Chi-Com 
hand grenades. Vvc called for help. 

During this tin1c Sgt. Hayes and n1ysclf 'vvcrc Vv'orking together to direct gunship fire. Sgt. 
Hayes was more or less acting 3/6 for by this time in the fight Bob Davis had taken some 
shrapnel and was with the medics and Lt. Holden was somewhat overwhelmed, this being 
his first flrcfJ.~ht 

Sgt Hayes gives this account of what took place "you and l worked together on some fire 
missions. 1 remember talking to you as rounds were snapping the branches over our 
heads. We talked for quite a while as we waited for the artillery and cobra strikes. We 
were right on the iine and I \.\as thrnwms smoke grenade-; rn ;nCJrk ;mr pos1t1011 for the 

cobras. During that time it was believed that 2/6 was moving to our left and there was 
confusion as to who was firing at us 2/6 or the NV A It was determined to be the NV A" 

However at the same time AK fire was heard from our right rear. I called BC28 to 
ascertain if v/e vvere surrounded or \Vas Top _~Jlen firing his /\K Dan Bertram assured 
me it was Top Allen. 

Ii is ::it ihis time ihe question of who Top Allen w::is going a fl er when he was wounded is 
raised. Top could have been going after the NVA who were firing at the CP or he could 
have been trying to rescue the cut off troopers 

It was reported to me that Top grabbed Larry (Grandpa) Bradshaw and a couple of other 
guys and \vent forivard to n1eet the enemy I can ren1en1ber hearing Top ye11ing and 
cussing and laughing and of course his AK firing. Troopers told me that Top shot a 
sniper out of a tree but another sniper sprayed Top and his group with AK fire. Top was 
hit and Gr:rndpa Rrnd-.h£J"" took. 3 round thrrn1gh the chest (hnrh <,1irvi\ ed'1 

During the time Top Allen and his men were advancing the men in my position were 
taking AK fire from above after ·1 op's action we took no more fire from above ln order 
to find out just exactly what was on Top's mind we need to interview Larry Bradshaw 
and any other 1nembers of Top's group that da~/. 

NOTE: To a reader who was not there that day it should be pointed out that the action 
described tonk piace over severnl horns frnm ::ihrnit i 0 001\M tn ;:ihrnit 4 00 P1'vi ::ind 
without significant let up in the amount of firing from either side. 

increasing perilous. We were losing men to enemy fire. According to Mike Hayes after 
a cobra strike he went forward to carry Ken Hollister to the rear Ken had had a sucking 
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dwst woimrl (he smvivcd) As Mike 1d1nm~d to the line (rmiyhe ;:i mimite 101erl he 

recounts that we were in heavy contact and he remembers putting out a lot of rounds and 
that he could see the NVA moving to our front. According to Mike several RPG' s were 
flred ~n our direction and one landed in Ihc rniddie" ofhts gronp r\s a r('Slllt J\i1ke was 
wounded along with Lt. Holden and Russ Killhorne. 

it was ahout this time i called on Corna Flight Leader 27 Rravo (Captain Joseph Hogg) 1o 

fire on our position as in my opinion the NV A were launching an assault in an attempt to 
overrun our position. (This story is posted on the Tall Comanche Web Site under the title 
T' /"'\. 1 , ) §"' l , 

rlJ anu £ne \._ orJidJ 

/\s all this vvas going on to the front other actions \Vere taking place \\Te \Vere expending 
large amounts of small arms ammunitions, 5.56, (Ml6) 7.62, (M60) 40mm grenades 
(M79) and frags (US Hand Grenades). We also required medical supplies and WATER. 

For the uniniriated \\<Jier 'N<is '.l mecirnis commo<litv 
• 1 

'l'lf 1 , 1 1 ' 1 1 
we nan 0111v \Hl::tl \\f' cou1t1 carry 

and therefore practiced water discipline. We were resupplied by air every 3 days. My 
own load was 9-10 quarts for the three-day period This was used for drinking, making 
coffee and used in Fncl:zc-dricd rations called LRPS 

f-Icvve'/er during and after 3 firefight the flo\v 3nd ebb of 0drenalin left most men \vith an 
incredible thirst As a result the Company requested an emergency drop of Class Five 
(small arms ammunitions), medical supplies and WATER. 

As the resunniv Bird hovered over the rnmnanv's nn.;;ition vvhen ii hev;:in t<Jking he::ivv 
1 1 .1 J ·' 1 ,_, ,_, 

fire. One of our log guys on the Bird was wounded as well as a Door Gunner who later 
died from his wounds. His name was "Hayes" and he is listed on the WALL right next to 
,-, ,-- iC' 1l .lf'1 1' t ' \..Jene t· ~1ssey \ ~nurce ~.\11r.:.e 1-1ayes} 

The rvtedevac Birds \vas busy as vvel1. i\1ikc Hayes had to v./ait his turn they're being so 
many wounded some criticai. Mike recounts that when two Birds came in the first 
carried out three troopers with sucking chest wounds who were on stretchers. I was the 
first guv 1m in the next Rird he was extracted hv \\av of <J iunl-Jle nenerr0tnr \Vhen the 

• .. · I 1· - .I ' / <_) 0 

penetrator breaks the tree line you could see forever and felt very vulnerable. 

Mike had to wait for five othi:-r troopers were lifted out of the jungle and all this time the 
Medevac Bird had to maintain a hover making it an inviting target for the enemy. God 
Bless those pilots and crews. 

According to Dan Bertram contact was broken off around 1600 hrs. The Company 
moved back a short distance and set up a NDP (Night Defensive Position) Being v»ith 
Capt. K 1 knew that Arizona 6 (Battalion Commander) had ordered us to attack the NVA 
position at dawn the next morning. You and I fired in the DT' s real tight that night. 

Many troopers spent a sleepless night. First call came at 0400 hrs the next morning 
\Vhile the Company was getting ready for dawn Comanche 6 got a call from Arizona b. 
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it seems the S-2 finte]fa,ence) h<Jd decided th<Jt we were un ;Hu1inst such Cl hig force that 
' ~- - I . . . i .._. ·-." 

they were a target worthy of an ARC Light Strike (B-52's). We were ordered to pull 
back to our original LZ position on the 4th and be picked up so the 52's could make their 
bnmh runs i vvc.s never sn gbd tn he<ff such an order 

Tall Comanche w3s withdrnwn to fight 3nothcr dav 3nd the Unit's Gllidon was returned 
to Fo111lood Tex.as in April of 1972. {1) 

This sinrv a small part of what iook place between 4 and() OctnbN 1969 it is based nn 

the memories of Mike Hayes, Dan Bertram, and Charlie B. Dickey. 

l Capt Doif Carlson, the last Vietnam Commander ofC Company, 2'''' Battalion 51
"' 

Cavalry, 1st Air Cavalry Division (Air Mobile). 
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