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......., ' 'In C'.1br:-. we W(;rv wJrking f 1r rost.:>r-
A highly specialized te;i.LJ "Jf 1st Air : ~tbn ;)f g0vcrn;...icnt C·.)ntr;)l to ~~ cort;>i 

Cavalry .l.Jivision helicopters W) rking ".r_ ?.. , · h:; . .;;id. ""Ii th ::-3-'\Y Jnot we weru 
with Air Force forw::.i.rii. c.-mtr ) llurs and W·)rkinc . in the c::~tog:>ry )f fulfilling 
fit;h·ccr-bonbers rec.wered a dvwned h<i- r.. b '"'.sic Ar:.iy · niss-i ·,ri 't~ (Sv '...rtcr h:>.rd 

icopeer which h:.ld been shot d1wn no:.;.r core uni ts ··.n-:J kill or punish then in 
tho Yiot Cong held vill:'.t:e of Nui Ont~ thfor str:m0h1ld.s, deatr::>y thmir 

s •no 36 niles 0'1.St )f An Khe. inst ,..,.11 -ti ..,ns rmd deny then t o use of 
Tb.e dJwned aircrF.:.ft h:-..d buon on a their f1".>d supply. 

routine Spcfil.al F".>rces oissi:m when it 'l'ho gcnorro.1 said he fol t the divisim 
cru.:io under hcn:vy 15-r)und fire, t :nk h'1.d 8.cc·)i1)lishud b)th 1U.ssfons. 

a r ound i;1 t he ell(;·inc ::uid w~s f~>rced fie n )t'"'d ~.b. "'.t c r.i..su:tl. ty figures fr) .I 
d:)wn in ·'l. rive paddy. " ~>~onot 11 incic---.tcd t.h;'"'.t tho divisi .m 

A a0c .m!i Huey i , UJcdin.tely lci.ndod h:'.d r :..:--.lly r 1u .. ~hcd up .'"'.t lo·'..St fl. b~tt-

and c.n.de a dl'.rill6 rescue, t~king 1ff li)n. 
with 13 non R.nd the downed ship's rad±> ufficifl.l b ) dy c1 Lnt )f eneny dc::-..d in 

geo.r abo:'..I'd. 11 ::Jv :m ct 11 w-.s pl=-.ccd ?.t 45 with 46 C·'l.P-
L ~ es than thre o h1ura 1:-.te:r, a turcd. An )th..::r 36 susp;.; cts wore ala') t -.ke 

f.)rce :.if twunty holic".>pters under the c ::-.ptii:ze. .m unc .nfir.-•. ~d 0stiiT'.te S'~id 
c1on:md .')f Lt. Col. R')bert s. Kellar t i1:.-rG wuru 5 · VC d.:3'1d., 90 w mndcd. 
r '"' turncd t 1 t kio scene. In t he :J•:i~: C1n vA.lley th0 si tu:-..ti 'll 

Kella.r, W:)rkin : cl)sely · . .n. tl; Air F0- w.s difforcnt. The 0bjcctivc was not 11> 
rce forward a.ir C)ntr.:i~lcrs, dirccteti ::.iuch t) r .·)ut tho hn;cd cJro Yi..::t C )!lG,<JiB 

scver8.l b1ob runs by n. pair of Sky- t::> r cst·)ro g.:.ivern:-1cnt C)ntr.:il. 
r.11.iders ::m n. susp;.:ct ridge, then sont "we int .:::nd to brin.; tho district ch ief 
in t'our ~ships fr1r; tho 1st 3qdn., \ bi"\ck t 1 hiio· f )J:J_,..;r 1 ic :.ti ·in in tho VP.lli>y 
9th Cavalry. . "I..:... 1 s ) th,,.t he o-"'.n be~;in exercising CJ11trol:, 

Tho 6P..vc.lry chJppcrs, :-i.r.1cd with a. ·•.id Lkn,_.r:-,,1 finn.-..rd.. · 
i;iixturo .:if r..,ckots a.i1d"'1'lo'\c,hine guns, C.)l. Lynch S·'.id tho S1?lis C:>n Valley 

poured eup.i:i:roesive fires on sus~octod is tru::1ond Jusly fertile ;ind th ·.t ;:o.s T-lSZ'lJ 
V.c. p·.)siti ms ·1s 1,000 h~;._.:~ of c~~ttlo were seen in 

r-+--~·'-.\.. .. - .'"~ tl--0 fir•} w=- e -r·.:.: t"';l.'llOd, f , ur i~~!9-"f~-.s:""s:-!1--J'O'%'ti .. j ., i;ilv V · :."l.~..-y. 
aeri:il. rocket ships 0£ t.r.c 2nd ~>att- Th.:: uni ts in b)th ,1pcre.ti ins were 
a.li:Jn, Artillory deli v~r,;d their lo ::.d · supplied <:.l. Ds .. ; cntir..:ly b:r h..;lic)pto.m 
')f 48 r:1ckcts er-.ch t) t~ Viet- C0Il(;. )f ·.;r...:.: divisi '">n •s au:pp-:>rt C·)IJr.lf'.nd. 'l'Je 

3:.:von tr-nP-c:i. 'ryinc-~elic")pters fr:x. unit d:>..ily dolivero~ t-ms to tho 
Kcllr.r' s own~229th . ..ws~ t i·i; lic.:-:Jtcr-- . c :->:._.b,..._t acn fn..cizlt",~ -;ttc c.:nony. 

J "l.tt;J.1.i m l:mdcd nr.:>und t L d.:iwned 1 
'l'h0 bulk . )f -~ h_; ".ircr<'..ft inv .)l vod in 

aircrr1.ft fl.nd discharged a roinf.")rced si;.ml t P.no ws mslJughts C'iile fr -'-. thv · 
.t1i..-'\t".>')n fr Jn the 2nd ~tt,,.li •n, 5th di vi::li :1n 's Avi ::>.ti)n G::c::mp c.x .... '.lldcd by '. 
C ws.;.lry' s C')LlP'-l.nY C. ~. C·)l. Allon . ':urdetto. The 11T·)Up 

Tho plat:10n qt<ickly s '"'cur ..:d tho cr&eh c .):li:d. ttod t:'. t )t·'.l _Jf 186 hclicopt\}rs. ~ 
site, ;'.llowing ,,, shi~ c~ing r\ 229.jh Durin.:; the -,pcnin\;' 0?;1b~t assault 126 
urdnten~ce t ..:rn t:1 l:i.nd. wore in tho r.ir a.t .Jnco, 102 ways ::i.nd 

In just )Vur tw) ninutes, the toPn 24 chin.) .)ks. 
rigged the dis~blud cr:\ft f.)r slints illth'JU.:;h 42 <lhoppers were hit by · 
lY~dinc r'lld "" giuit C:·I-47 c: i n / >!~ gT.lt:nd !iro, onl~-- two wcro downd :md )na 
fr-i ... tho 228th Ass:ml t Su) port ~.<:dic1_.1- wn.s ewntuP...1.ly r<Jcovored • 
. tor J<\ttn.li )Il lifted it ,.,ut ::...nd ccrriai Col. ]Jurdotte BP.id 0£ his pilots a 
it bf\.Ck t:> An Khe. Thu oen W·Jr;.:; D."'-t;nificcnt, I wr.s' 

M:>.j. WilliW'l A. Johns:1n, the 229th :r;>1Xticul"..rjy plo,:.sod by tho rcsponsivcime 
0p0r".ti 1ns offic8r twrnod t}-ie Jper . ...,tin t .> >p0r~ti 1nci.l. aystcos and the acti)ns 

"tr.~ i.nst wull co·:1rdin::\tcd ['.lld executed o! tho individu-1.l n.vis:i.tors in d..,ini; 

l~r~cic~J;v;uryii=t=·=');;d=~~te~·~::~,-r;:;:;=r;~=r;~;:;:~cx~ctly wh?.t they wcro su~pos0d t".> d6 at _ • · c::. V f 1 \ U J"'I th-.: '."'..p;>r ipri :..to tiuo. 'l.~1ey flow 


