SWORN STATEMENT OF JIM HERNANDEZ

I. Jim HERNANDEZ. being first duly sworn upon oath. depose and say as follows:

I currently reside in Clatskanie. Oregon. My birth date is August 8. 1949. |
enlisted in the army in 1968 and served my first tour of duty in Viet Nam with the 1™
Infantry Division starting in July of 1968. I served a total of four tours in Viet Nam
concluding in 1972. [ was primarily in the intantry, but for one tour | was door gunner on
a helicopter. [also served with the 4™ Infantry Division. the 101™ Airborne Division. and
the 1*" Cavalry Division.

In November or early December of 1971. [ was transferred to the 1** Cavalry
Division after the 101™ stood down from action.

On New Year's Dav. 1972, my platoon was transported from Firebase Mace to a
location approximately 44 miles Northeast ot Saigon. [ understood our mission was to
locate Vietnamese forces in that area.

Shortly after setting down on the landing zone and while setting up a perimeter.
we encountered mortar fire. We were ordered to move on and spent the night beside the
tratl. The next day at first light we started patrolling. Nothing eventful occurred that day
and no enemy were encountered.

On January 3. 1972, my platoon leader was Second Lieutenant James Ratliff.
After lunch we were to patrol the area. which consisted of primarily triple canopy jungle.
The first platoon returned trom its” patrol. reporting nothing significant or unusual. | was

walking point. Next in line was Sergeant Bedford Drinnon. After approximately one
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hour. I encountered a trail one to two feet in width that appeared to me to have been used
during the previous couple of days. I reported this information to Sergeant Drinnon. who
relayed the information to the lieutenant. [ was told to continue to the left.
Approximately 200 meters further [ encountered a tree that had been recently cut. [ knew
from past experience that trees were frequently cut and used in the construction of
bunkers by the North Vietnamese forces. Shortly thereafter. [ came across a road ten feet
in width with signs of recent use. 1 estimated the usage to have been within the previous
12 hours. There was evidence of bicycle tracks and sandal prints. [ reported both of
these observations as before and was told to continue to the left. After approximately
another 20 meters. [ observed a machete with a shirt drving on it. [ was careful not to get
too close to the drving shirt for fear of a booby trap.

[t was my beliet that the enemy was close at hand. based on my observations. [
was very concerned that we had been ordered to continue moving left as by now it was
late afternoon and we were far from the 1™ Platoon. Originally we had been intformed
that we were to clover leaf to the right and reconnect with the other troops at the end of
our patrol.

After traveling another 100 to 200 meters. | came upon a clearing that was in the
neighborhood of 75 meters in diameter. I was very apprehensive about entering the
clearing. given the observations indicating an enemy presence. [ once again expressed
the need to move right. but was once again ordered to move left through the clearing. 1

was about 30 meters in the clearing when 1 telt a burning in my teet. I then heard a
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gun shot. Then I heard a second gun shot. [ neither heard. nor saw any movement from
Sgt. Drinnon. [ was concerned he had been hit. [ called for a medic.

[ was carrying approximately 600 rounds of ammunition. Each clip held 20
rounds. In automatic mode [ would shoot a clip in about a second. By now there was a
barrage of weapon fire coming from the jungle to my left bevond the clearing. [ focused
my attention to my left as I saw the enemy moving in the shadows of the jungle. I
believe there was enemyv fire coming from elsewhere around the perimeter of the
clearing. but was unable to look that direction due to the closeness of enemy to my left.
[t was my hope that support from my pl&;oon would cover my right tlank.

[ was down to my last 120 rounds by that time and was concerned. as my platoon
had not advanced. [ could see the enemy approaching and 1 was nearly out of
ammunition. As Sgt. Drinnon was not firing. [ assumed he was dead or seriously
wounded. [ tried to move back. but increased enemy fire forced me to remain in place.

[ then heard movement behind me. [ heard the soldier coming to my aid vell “I'm
hit!™. Sgt.. David Sprinkle dropped next to me. He put his ammunition between us. |
continued to shoot to my lett and Sgt. Sprinkle shot to my right. I ran out of ammunition
and started to use that brought by Sgt. Sprinkle. Sgt. Sprinkle introduced himself as
David. Isaid. “I'm Jim™:. Even though Sgt. Sprinkle was serving as a rifleman with my
platoon that day. we had not previously met. I asked Sgt. Sprinkle if others were coming.

He said he had ordered them to advance. I asked about Sgt. Drinnon and was told he was
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dead. All this time. we continued to fire. Sgt. Sprinkle yelled out. “Here they come!”. |
started to look straight ahead. but heard activity to my left and addressed my fire in that
direction. I then heard Sgt. Sprinkle open fire, I presumed on the advancing North
Vietnamese.

Because of our rate of fire in tryving to suppress the advancing enemy. our
ammunition again ran low. Sgt. Sprinkle crawled back to retrieve Sgt. Drinnon’s supply
of ammunition. Shortly thereafter. he returned with more ammunition. We continued to
fire. me to the left. him to the right.

Sgt. Sprinkle got hit with another round. He was forced to roll on his back. but
continued to fire. A rocket exploded next to Sgt. Sprinkle. He screamed out “they shot
my dick off!™. [ told him to shut up in an attempt to help him regain his composure. Sgt.
Sprinkle velled for a medic and for the platoon to advance. all seeming to no avail.

[ knew that Sgt. Sprinkle was severely injured. [ called for a medic. Sgt. Sprinkle
could only fire one round at a time as his rifle had been damaged by the rocket explosion.
He continued. however. to lie on his back and fire. Sgt. Sprinkle began to pass out and 1
was afraid he was dving. A medic finally joined us. Sgt. Sprinkle told him to get Sgt.
Drinnon’s rifle and remaining ammunition. The medic retrieved the rifle and
ammunition. The medic told us we had to crawl back. as no one was advancing. We
started to crawl back. me on my stomach. facing forward. Sgt. Sprinkle on his back. his
head toward the enemy.

We heard “choppers™ arriving. My rifle jammed so [ took and used Sgt.

<
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Drinnon’s rifle. Sgt. Sprinkle carried his damaged rifle with one round capability, but
was unable to reload due to his wounds and so had stopped firing. We made slow
progress. At times [ had to pull Sgt. Sprinkle to assist and encourage him.

As we approached the jungle at the end of the clearing. enemy fire decreased.
When we entered the jungle we saw our platoon hunkered down. Sgt. Sprinkle and [
made it to awaiting “choppers™ another 30 meters into the jungle. Sgt. Sprinkle was
lifted out. [ was examined by a medic and then evacuated. My helicopter was shot
down. The helicopter crew. Sgt. Drinnon’s body. and [ were placed on a third “chopper”
and transported to safety.

[ was taken to Longh Binh Hospital. the same as Sgt. Sprinkle. After three days. [
was allowed to leave my bed. [ went to see Sgt. Sprinkle. He was very weak. with tubes
going in and out of his body. I told him he deserved the ~Medal of Honor™. He thanked
me and then lost consciousness. A couple days later. before I was to return to my unit. [
went to sayv good-bye. Sgt. Sprinkle told me he was going home. [ wished him good
luck and left.

Back at my company. while recuperating. | worked as a clerk. Either the First
Sergeant or the regular clerk. I'm not sure which. said Sgt. Sprinkle was to get the
“Medal™. I said. "He deserves it™. 1 had no contact with Sgt. Sprinkle after that until he
wrote me in 2001. [ had assumed he had died trom his injuries and was shocked to hear
from him.

I sincerely believe that except for Sgt. Sprinkle’s heroic actions that day. I would
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have been overrun and killed. I expected my platoon to advance. which did not happen
and left me isolated. Had the North Vietnamese not been held at bay by the firepower
provided by Sgt. Sprinkle and myself thev would surely have advanced on the platoon
and could have surrounded them prior to the arrival of the gun ships.

I believe that Sgt. Sprinkle. without concern for his personal safety. advanced
without the support of the remainder of his platoon. which resulted in his sustaining near
fatal and life altering injuries. Had Sgt. Sprinkle not acted as he did. I believe that the
operation would have had tragic results for our platoon. instead of the enemy suffering
substantial casualties. [ did. and still. believe Sgt. Sprinkle to be deserving of this

nation’s highest decoration. the “Congressional Medal of Honor™

=y
] : |

Sworn to before me this davof ¢ %\ﬁc ST .2001.

I
Ol S/ P V- A G—/

Jim Herpafidez

/\)(ﬂ/ e /” / Q/ ﬁ/v S

Notary Public for Orey

My Commission Expires: ﬁZu/Lc J) // ,-)7((;,;\

OFFICIAL SEAL
SARAH A DEIBERT
NOTARY PUBLIC =OREGON

COMMISSION NO. B313899
MY COMMISSION EXPIRES JUN 24, 2002
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Sworn Statement Sgt. David T Sprinkle, Sept. 20, 2001 of the events of Jan 3, 1972
44 miles N.E of Saigon Vietnam. A fire fights.... .

While on patrol with 3™ plat. C Co. 2/5™ 3" Brigade 1* Cav. Div. Div. In the afternoon
of the day in question we were searching for N.V.A forces.

We moved out cautiously starting a clover leaf patrol. After about an hour we began to encounter
Fresh sign of the enemy on a continuing basis. We found a machete in a stump with a NVA shirt
wet with sweat rings hanging from it. We started again and after a short while came upon a wide
well used trail. It contained many footprints and bicycle tracks and was maybe 10 ft. wide.
Across the trail we felt that perhaps we could see three bunker holes 20 meters away. Shortly we
continued on after calling in our findings and being ordered ahead. The point man and I ,also the
squad leader advised against this and were rebuffed.

I was walking fifth man behind Jim Hernandez, Bedford Drinnon Sqd. Leader, Lt. James
Ratliff PLt. Leader,His RTO..myself. I had volunteered for the patrol after being asked by the
LT. To come and read sign and bolster up the Plt. which had quite a few new men.

We are moving into areas that are getting clearer as if the brush had been cleared out for a
bunker complex. One or two shots go off, then bullets start flying like a volcanic eruption. I run
left 5 to 10 meters and hit the ground; a new guy is beside me. I yell at him to open fire I hear the
pointman yelling for a medic. I look to the right but I can’t see him, the Lt. And RTO are
hunkered down next to the trail. I tell the new guy to go back and order gun teams up and form a
perimeter. I take off to run behind the Lt and RTO. They have a good spot. I get up to run to
Bedford and crash down beside him, He is not moving and shot twice ...I check him and he is
gone, I say good bye. I scoot closer to him the firing is very intense up here and the pointman is
pinned down from three sides, I get up to run to him he is shot in both feet. I am hit in the hip as
I get tangled in a vine and go down. I start to leap and crawl to Jim’s right side. I say I'm Dave
He says he’s Jim, I’ve never met him before this day.We fire furiously,madly trying to gain fire
superiority. I see them trying to flank us on the right and concentrate my fire on them as they
fall. T get hit again and I take hand grenades and smoke grenades and lay them out for close in
fighting. We fire continuously at movements of shadows and flashes trying to keep them off us.
I crawl back to Bedford to get his ammo and return. I eliminate 2 men running at me. [ am
wounded again while I roll on my back to reload. A rocket explodes over me, It blows up my
abdominal area....I scream and scream and Jim tells me shut up. I get an aid dressing out and try
to scoop up what's left of me. I lay on my back and fire I load one round at a time by hand for my
weapon was disabled by the rocket. I fire over and over and call for a medic and for the platoon
to come up. Finally the medic comes, he is afraid and new. I tell him to go get me Bedford's
weapon and any ammo he has. He ties me up as best he can and says there is nothing I can do for
you and no one is coming to get you. If you hear chopper you will have to crawl back yourself.
He gets me the weapon and I tell him to go help other wounded and don’t come back up here.

I am wounded again we keep firing then we hear choppers, enemy fire is dying down Jim and [
decide to crawl back and he takes Bedford's weapon and I pick up my disabled one. His weapon
has burnt up from to much fire at a rapid rate. I drag myself by my elbows on my back facing the
enemy with my weapon across my chest to protect me. Jim leads off we go slow

But he encourages me and tugs on the top of my shirt and head across the clearing towards the
jungle. I see Harry and Tom coming out of the jungle to our right with the M-60 I give them an
“atta boy,” and tell them to fire forward and right. I catch a round or shrapnel that’s hot behind
my right knee I cry out. I crawl past men on my left and encourage them to keep firing and be
watchful. T get to the rigid litter.



Faced with horrendous, small arms, machine gun and rocket fire, Mr. Hernandez has and with at
least one bunker we can see less than forty feet away. He has courageously faced them down
with me. o
I feel we eliminated their flanking movements and assaults so we were killed or our platoon
surrounded and decimated. If we had not taken these actions we would not have survived.

Later in the hospital at 24" Evac 4 days later I was asked to turn down the Congressional
Medal of Honor which I had been nominated for because of the circumstances there and the
conflicting accounts so as not have any embarrassment at the end of the War. The First Sargent
and medic and Mr. Hernandez had complete knowledge of this and others in the platoon also.
I felt what could I do I was in intensive recovery care and heavily medicated. Mr Hernandez was
assured I received the medal and felt I had past away until I contacted him in late Jan 2001
The last time he had seen me in the Hosp. He felt I was not going to live so he was shocked that I
contacted him after 291/2 years.

I can be contacted in
Lt John McCorkle of third Plt. can be contacted at

His Plt. came to our aid after I was already gone on a medivac. The medic was new man and can
be located on the company roster through the US Army.
I have no one else who can be contacted be ause the 1" Sargent died a couple years ago.

el
- A
CFFICIAL BEA" i
JENNIFER WILLIAMS o
NOTARY PUBLIC-ARIZONA ,j\
YAVAPAI COUNTY 0
My Comm. Expires Dec 8, 2004 4
ST eSS
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i
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TITE UNITED Ql \11,8 OF AMERITCA

TO ALL WHO SIHALL SEE THESE PRESENTS, GREETING:
TIHIS IS TO CERTIFY THNT
THE PRESIDENT O THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
AUTHORIZED BY ACT OF CONGRESS JULY 9, 1918
[HAS AWARDED

THE SILVER STAR

TO
sercEANT pavID T. sermvicur, | EGEGN
UNITED STATES ARMY
FOR
GALLANTRY IN ANCTION
IN THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM ON 3 JANUARY 1972

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND IN THIE CI'TY OF WASHINGTON
THIS 3147 DAY OF MARCH 1972

" ]
Y
; .
¥
3 .
,,,,,, P— A
3
.

CREIGHTON W, ABRAMS
General, United States Army
Commanding

Rrleik . A Uix,

SECRETAHY UF THE ARMY
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THI UNTTED STATES OF AMERITCA
TO ALL WHO SILALL SEE THESE PRESENTS, GREETING:

THIS IS TO CERTIFY TIIAT
TIHE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
AUTTHORIZED BY EXECUTIVE ORDER, FEDBRUARY <, 1941
HAS AWARDED

TINE BRONZE STAR MEDAL

T
v o cec R - -
FOR
HEROISM IN GROUND COMBAT
TR 1 o . L I. .n

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND IN TITE CITY OF WASIHINGTON
TINS DAY OF N i

JAMES F. PANI&T
Bricadier Gener=1, "Si
Commending

Refeik & D A

SLUCHETARY OF THE ARMY
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Titatinn
BY DIRECTION OF THE PRESIDENT

THE AIR MEDAL

IS PRESENTED TO

SERGEANT DAVID T. SHRISKLE -

UNITED STATES ARMY

who distinguished bhimself by meritorious achievement, while partici-
paling in sustained aecrial flight, in support of combat ground forces

in the Republic of Vietnam. During the period

14 JULY 1971 T0 2 JANUARY 1972

he actively participated in more than i{wenty-five acrial missions over
hostile territory in support of operations against communist aggres-
sion. During all of these flights, he displayed the highest order of
air discipline and acled in accordance wilh the best traditions of the
service. DBy his determination to accomplish his mission, in spile of
the bazards inherent in repeated aerial flights over bostlile territory,
and by his outslanding degree of professionalism and devolion to duty,

he bas brought credit upon himself, his organization, and the United

States Army.

PPC-Japsn
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DEPARTMTNT OF THT ARLY
H2IDQUARTIRS, 3FD BRIGADT (STPARATS
1ST CAVATRY DIVISIQ (ATRICBILI)
APO Sen Francisco 98490

GENIRAL ORDIRS 7 January 1672
NUMBTR 1y

AZDS amm annowncesd

.

Date Action: AS indicetad in Standard Nome Line
Theater: TRepublic of W
son: For wounds recieved in connzetion with militery operations against
a hostils force,

Auvthority: By ¢ “I"C‘t‘YO"hO’: t’:e Presidznt wunder the provisions of AR 672-~3-1
e’ USAFRIC Messaze 16300 dated 17 August 1945,

CHITF WARRANT QFFICTR UNITD STATIS ARIY
th Comosite Services Battalion WHOKDO 3 Jenuaxy 1972
AIIATST, URL D, PTCIALIST FOUR UNITZD STATOS AR{Y

Comar" C 2n2 pattalion (iirmobile) 5th Cavalry UAGMCO 3
TTFNANDTZ, J0afy SPICIALIST FOUR UNITSD STATIS ariY

Gorpany C 2nd Bek iTmobile) Sth Cavelry WAGRT 3 Jonuary 1972
SPRINKLZ, DAVID T. STRGTANT UNITID STATCDS ARGY

Compeny C 2nd Ba obile) Sth Cavalry Ji5:C0 3 January 1572
RATLIFF, JA4IS L. TIRST LI TUTNANT UNITDD ST.TTS ARy
Airmonile) Sth Cavalry WAGICO 3 January 197

Jenury 1972

CFFICIAL: ETERZRT 7. MODY
—~ i cl e, In
oo L C e n Chief of Starff
, "{4 Vi . '\\Afi ST ,‘*'fv./'_
« R, F. BIRGH
?T . lal

DISTRISUTIN : 2 - AVD2AG-OR
2 =~ AVDAAG-ESD 2 - Jach Indiv Come
2 - USARV, ATTH: 5 ~ ADAMG-TR
1 ~ AVDAGP 75 - ADAAG=AD
2 - AG Ca
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Pere 23 50 124 L4 H , Re (Sep) 1st 6y Dty (AM 96490 11 Aug T1 Cont:

THOMAS , DENNIS FEtiiiNRARaC
Type of Awa:\:l Patbfinder Eadge
Awthority: Para 108.1, AR §72-5-1
Assigned to: HHC 229th Avn Bn WAAXTO
Effective date: 3 Jul 7L VOCG dtd cfo 3 Jul 74

, .

THOMPSON, LEON G_JR PFC 11010 Co E 2rd Inf Bn (AM) 5th Cav WAGMEO
PFC llBlO Co C 2nd Inf Bn :AM; 5th Cav WAGRCO

wRARY ,-, % . o] O,-
(nM) 5th Cav WAGMCO
: , PFC J1pl0 Co C 2nd Inf Bn (AM) 5th Cav WAGMCO
MILLER, LEROY PFC 11510 Co C 2nd Inf Bn (AM) 5th Cav WAGMCO
KRUGER, BRALLEY PFC 1110 Co C 2nd Inf Dn (AM) S5th Cav WAGHCO

SVEIUS FFC 11810 Co C 2nd Inf Bn (AM) 5th Cav WAGMCO
Type of Awerd: COMBAT INFANTRYMAN'S DADGE

Authority: Pare 96, AR 672-5-1
Assigned to: "As indicated in SNL -
Effective date: 28 Jul 71 VOCG atd cfu 28 Jul 71

JOYNER, DOUGLAS B
MEEKER, WILLIWM C
VUXS ICH, GREGORY
MOSHER, ’LALE A

LT 1542 Co A 2nd InT En gAM) 5th §av WARKO

LT 1542 Co A 2nd Inf Bn (AM) 5th Cav WAGMAO

117 1542 Co 4 2né Inf Dn (&M) S5th Cav WAGMAQ

LT 1542 Co 4 2nd Inf Bn (AM) 5th Cav WAQMAD

mm DAVID H SFC 11p4k0 HHC 1lst Inf Rn (AM? 74h Cav WAGPTO
Type 8t Award: COMDAT INFANTRYMAN'S BALGE

Authority: Para 97, 4R 672-5-L

Assigned to: As indicated in SNL

Effective date: 1 Aug 71 VOCG 4td ofm 1 Aug 71

FOR THE COMMAINLER:

Or:I&,M CHARLES E, HDLGES
/ / @ LIC, IN
,7 / /hu Chief of Staff
OHN M, {COLLINS
/ CPT, AGC
Asst AG
DISTRISUTION & ' !

45 = 4G Orders DRr

2 = Bach Indiv Conc
35 = AVDRAG=ER

20 = AVLAAGWAD

30 - Avn Sact 2nd Sqdn 1lth ACR APO 9'4257
2 =« Co C 229th &vn 2n
2 - 1glst MICet

2 « HEC 229th Avn Tn
2 - Co B 2/5th

2 -~ Co C 2/5th

2 ~Co 4 2/5th -~

2 ='HEC 1/7th
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John .‘ McCorkle

e

September 28, 2001

To Whom It May Concern,

I, John MCCORKLE, do hereby depose and say as follows:

I currently reside in Jacksonville, Illinois. My date of birth is 1 April 1949. I
enlisted in the US Army in June, 1969. In August, 1970 after completion of
Infantry Officer Candidate School I was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant. I
served a tour of duty with the 3rd Brigade, First Air Cavalry Division in the
Republic of Vietnam from August 1971 through March 1972, During most of that
time I was assigned as Platoon Leader for 1st Platoon, C Company, 2nd Battalion,
5th Cavalry Regiment.

On 3 January 1972 two (2) platoons from our company was conducting search
and a destroy mission. During our patrols that morning we had encountered a
vacant bunker complex that had evidently been used by some element(s) of the
North Vietnamese Army. We also encountered trails and other signs indicating
enemy activity in the area.

During our patrol we set up a perimeter defensive position and broke for
lunch. During this time my company Commander, Captain Adolf CARLSON, assigned
me to take a patrol out from our perimeter to the north. Our patrol went
approximately 250-300 meters to the north then turned towards the west and
went another 75-100 meters. In that area we encountered vegetation so thick that
we had to cut through it with machetes. Because of the noise that created T
radiced the Company Commander informing him of the situation and he ordered me

to return to the perimeter.

Info removed by VNCA



Upon our return Captain CARLSON sent another patrol under the leadership
of Lieutenant Jim RATLIFF to the west. Approximately 15-20 minutes after they
left our perimeter we heard the sounds of small arms fire indicating a heavy
fire-fight. Captain CARLSON ordered the rest of the company to move toward the
sound of the contact. I left two (2) men from my platoon behind to secure our
perimeter area and we immediately moved toward the sound of the firefight.

Linking up with Lieutenant RATLIFF'S platoon we set up a defensive
perimeter. I heard via the company radio that one man, SGT. Bedford DRINNON,
had been killed and several were wounded. The total wounded would turn out to be
fourteen (14).

We had called for medical evacuation helicopters and gunships for support
and they arrived very shortly. Because of the triple canopy jungle in the area the
medical evacuation helicopters used a device called a " jungle penetrator” to
retrieve the wounded and dead. Because of the close proximity of the firefight, a
total of four (4) of these medical evacuation helicopters were shot down that
afternoon.

Two (2) of the wounded soldiers who were evacuated were Jim
HERNANDEZ and David SPRINKLE. In talking with some of the men from that
platoon later T learned that HERNANDEZ was walking point that afternoon and
SPRINKLE was walking fifth in the line of march. SGT. DRINNON, who was killed
was walking the "slack” or 2nd position in line of march. At the time of the initial
contact SPRINKLE moved up from his position toward the point of the contact. I
was informed that it was at this time that both he and HERNANDEZ were
wounded severely. They were, however, able to continue to produce a heavy enough
volume of fire to prevent the enemy element from overrunning and wiping out the
platoon.

Regarding the exact actions of HERNANDEZ and SPRINKLE on that

afternoon of 3 January 1972 I cannot give testimony because I was not there until



our platoon linked up with the one in contact with the enemy. I do remember that
HERNANDEZ was new to our company having just been re-assigned from the 101st
Airborne which had stood down.

I had known SGT. SPRINKLE for several months and had the opportunity to
observe his performance. I found SGT. SPRINKLE to be one of the most
dedicated, hard-working soldiers I had encountered. He performed his duties with
the utmost professionalism. I also remember that on 3 January 1972, SGT.
SPRINKLE was assigned to the headquarters contingent of C Company and
volunteered to go on that patrol with Lieutenant RATLIFF'S platoon. We had
several new soldiers assigned to our unit and SGT. SPRINKLE volunteered to go on
that patrol to assist in looking for signs of enemy activity.

3 January 1972 was the last time I saw SGT. SPRINKLE until late
September 2001. I had made telephone contact with him in August of 2001 and
learned that he lived in Arizona. While visiting my in-laws in Bullhead City, Arizona
SGT. SPRINKLE and I made arrangements and were able to spend an afternoon
together. It was during this time that SGT. SPRINKLE informed me that
subsequent to the firefight on 3 January 1972 he was informed that he had been
submitted for the Congressional Medal of Honor, but that somehow the paperwork
was lost. He also said he was in the process of investigating that situation.

Because of that I have decided to write my perceptions of the account of
that day and my remembrances of SGT. SPRINKLE. I have heard SGT.
SPRINKLE'S account of his actions that day. I have also read the sworn statement
of Jim HERNANDEZ who was alongside SPRINKLE during the entire firefight.
Both of these accounts are in keeping with the type of behavior T would expect
from a professional soldier such as S6T. SPRINKLE. To my remembrance, SGT.
SPRINKLE was always a self-sacrificing, loyal soldier.



Because of the evidence with which I have been presented I would state,
without hesitation, that S6T. SPRINKLE and probably Jim HERNANDEZ also, are

deserving of the nation's highest honor, the Congressional Medal of Honor.

Sworn before me this __g?__ﬁzf_#day of ‘4@&" 2001
/@lﬁuﬁ{ %Z/ﬂ%

— John L. McCorkle
OFFICIAL SEAL
WILLIAM P ZACHARY JR

NOTARY PUBLIC STATE OF ILLINOIS
| MY COMMISSION EXP. FEB. 4,2002

Mﬁ&é&«/

Notary Public for Illmo:s




o aceuquarcers, United States Army Vietnam
‘ :3;'”m -~ . =~ APOQ San Francisco 96375
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AWARD OF THE SILVER STAR

'~TC 439, The fcllowing AWARD is announced.

MCCORKLE, JOHN L. — FIRST LIEUTEFANT INFAWTRY United States Army
Company C 2d Battalion, Sth Cavalry, lst Cavalry Division (Airmobile) APO °649D
Awarded: Silver Star
Dates of service: 3 January 1972
Theatar: Republic of Vietnam o
Authority: By direction of the President, under the provisions of the Act of S
Congress, approved 9 July 1918 ’ -
Reason: For gallantry in action while engaged in military ope*a;iows involving
conflict with an armed hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam: Firsc
Lieutenant McCorkle distinguished himself on 3 January 1972 while se:jiné
as Platoon Leader of the lst Platoon, C Company, 2d Battalion, Sth Cav- -
alry, lst Cavalry Division (Airmobile) in the Republic of Vietnam. 0Oa *
‘that date, another platoon in his company was hit with intense rocker ' <3
and ground fire from an established company-size element of the North '
Vietnamese Army. At the command point, Firsc Lieutenant McCorkle or- ~ —
ganized his platcon, arriving at the contact point shortly thereafter. -
He linked his platoon with the platoon already under fire, and unhesi~ -
. tatingly exposed himself to intense hostile fire as he deployed his mgﬂvgé
B so that they could most effectively combat the enemy. If not for his s
quick reacticn and superb leadership, there would have been many mgre
casualties inflicted upon the third platoon, He remained in complete 5
control of his actions throughout the situation and maneuvered constantly
through the bullet swept area, First Lieutenant McCorkle continuously
produced a heavy volume of suppressive fire which enable the precisa
evacuation of his wounded comrades., First Liesutenant McCorkle's gal-
lantry in ac:iow is in keeping with the highest traditions of the’ mil*cary*
service and reflect great credit upon himself, his unit and the United _Jﬁ

o)
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States Arnmy, -t s
o

FOR THE COMMANDER: R

’
Gliggs -l

L. H. SCWEITER .
HG US ARMY -
Chief of Stafrt "
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C. A, STANFIZL ‘ .
Colanel, AGC - S
Adjutant General .
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ear Sir;

is the first written account of the firefight on Jan,3,1972 in Vietnam

er accurate it is it was not presented in a formal manner and notarized.

ince Mr. Hernmandez was not able to get a lot of education we felt that it

be better i related pig account to Columbia co. District Court judge

rove ﬂ It is never the less a heart stopping
it of the days events and lends credibility to SGT. Sprinkle, request
aconsideration of the events taking place out in the field and in the hosp.

Grove said he welcomes your calls about his opinion about our verracity

:collection of the events. Not one person ever contacted Mr. Hernandez or Mr.

de in thirty years. Or even replied when a christmas card was sent 20 years ago
Ratliff The platoon commander that day.

Gt
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