
SWOR.c1'J STATEMENT OF .TIM HERNANDEZ 

I, Jim HERil\!ANDEZ. being first duly sworn upon oath. depose and say as follows: 

I currently reside in Clatskanie. Oregon. My birth date is August 8. 1949. 

enlisted in the army in 1968 and served my first tour of duty in Viet Nam with the 1st 

Infantry Division starting in July of 1968. I served a total of four tours in Viet Nam 

concluding in 1972. I \Vas primarily in the infantry, but for one tour I was door gunner on 

a helicopter. I also sen ed with the -+ rh Infantry Division. the 101 st Airborne Division. and 

the 1st Cavalry Di\·ision. 

In No\ ember or early December of 1971. I was transferred to the 1st Cavalry 

Di\ ision after the 10 l 'r stood Jown from action. 

On New Year·s Day. 1972. my platoon was transported from Firebase Mace to a 

location approximately -+..+ miles Northeast of Saigon. I understood our mission was to 

locate Vietnamese forces in that area. 

Shortly after setting Jown on the landing zone and while setting up a perimeter. 

we encountered mortar fire. We were ordered to move on and spent the night beside the 

trail. The next day at first light we started patrolling. Nothing e\ entful occurred that day 

and no enemy \Vere encountered. 

On January 3. 1972. my platoon leader was Second Lieutenant James Ratliff. 

After lunch we were to patrol the area. which consisted of primarily triple canopy jungle. 

The first platoon returned from its· patro I. reporting nothing significant or unusual. I was 

walking point. Next in line \Vas Sergeant Bedford Drinnon. After approximately one 
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hour. I encountered a trail one to two feet in width that appeared to me to have been used 

during the previous couple of days. I reported this information to Sergeant Drinnon, who 

relayed the information to the lieutenant. I was told to continue to the left. 

Approximately 200 meters further I encountered a tree that had been recently cut. I knew 

from past experience that trees were frequently cut and used in the construction of 

bunkers by the "'.'forth Vietnamese forces. Shortly thereafter. I came across a road ten feet 

in width with signs of recent use. I estimated the usage to have been \vi thin the previous 

12 hours. There was evidence of bicycle tracks and sandal prints. I reported both of 

these obserYations as before and was told to continue to the left. After approximately 

another 20 meters. I observed a machete with a shirt drying on it. I was careful not to get 

too close to the drying shirt for fear of a booby trap. 

It was my belief that the enemy \vas close at hand. based on my obsen ations. I 

was very concerned that we had been ordered to continue moving left as by now it was 

late afternoon and we were far from the 1st Platoon. Originally we had been informed 

that v;e were to ck)\ er leaf to the right and reconnect with the other troops at the end of 

our patrol. 

After tr:ncling another I 00 to 200 meters. I came upon a clearing that \vas in the 

neighborhood of 75 meters in diameter. I \\US very apprehensive about entering the 

clearing. gi\ en the obsenations indicating an enemy presence. I once again expressed 

the need to mo\ e right. but was once again ordered to mow left through the clearing. 

was about 30 meters in the clearing \vhen I felt a burning in my feet. I then heard a 
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gun shot. Then I heard a second gun shot. I neither heard. nor smv any movement from 

Sgt. Drinnon. I was concerned he had been hit. I called for a medic. 

I was carrying approximately 600 rounds of ammunition. Each clip held 20 

rounds. In automatic mode I would shoot a clip in about a second. By now there was a 

barrage of weapon fire coming from the jungle to my left beyond the clearing. I focused 

my attention to my left as I sa\V the enemy moving in the shadows of the jungle. I 

believe there was enemy fire coming from elsev,:here around the perimeter of the 

clearing. but was unable to look that direction due to the closeness of enemy to my left. 

It was my hope that support from my p~oon would cover my right flank. 

[ was down to my last 120 rounds by that time and was concerned. as my platoon 

had not ad\anced. could see the enemy approaching and I was nearly out of 

ammunition. As Sgt. Drinnon \Vas not firing. I assumed he was dead or seriously 

wounded. I tried to move back. but increased enemy fire forced me to remain in place. 

I then heard movement behind me. I heard the soldier coming to my aid yell ·-rm 

hit!... Sgt.. David Sprinkle dropped next to me. He put his ammunition bet\veen us. I 

continued to shoot to my left and Sgt. Sprinkle shot to my right. I ran out of ammunition 

and started to use that brought by Sgt. Sprinkle. Sgt. Sprinkle introduced himself as 

David. I said. ·-rm Jim"":. Even though Sgt. Sprinkle was sening as a rifleman with my 

platoon that day. we had not previously met. I asked Sgt. Sprinkle if others were coming. 

He said he had ordered them to adn.nce. I asked about Sgt. Drinnon and was told he was 

Page 3 - Affida\it of Jim Hernandez 



dead. All this time. we continued to fire. Sgt. Sprinkle yelled out .. Here they come!". I 

started to look straight ahead. but heard activity to my left and addressed my fire in that 

direction. I then heard Sgt. Sprinkle open fire, I presumed on the advancing North 

Vietnamese. 

Because of our rate of fire in trying· to suppress the advancing enemy, our 

ammunition again ran lmv. Sgt. Sprinkle crawled back to retrieve Sgt. Drinnon· s supply 

of ammunition. Shortly thereafter. he returned with more ammunition. We continued to 

fire. me to the left. him to the right. 

Sgt. Sprinkle got hit with another round. He \Vas forced to roll on his back. but 

continued to fire. A rocket exploded next to Sgt. Sprinkle. He screamed out ··they shot 

my dick off! ... I told him to shut up in an attempt to help him regain his composure. Sgt. 

Sprinkle yelled for a medic and for the platoon to advance. all seeming to no avail. 

I kne\v that Sgt. Sprinkle \Vas severely injured. I called for a medic. Sgt. Sprinkle 

could only fire one round at a time as his rifle had heen damaged by the rocket explosion. 

He continued. however. to lie on his back and fire. Sgt. Sprinkle began to pass out and I 

v.as afraid he \Vas dying. A medic finally joined us. Sgt. Sprinkle told him to get Sgt. 

Drinnon·s rifle and remaining ammunition. The medic retrieved the rifle and 

ammunition. The medic told us we had to crawl back. as no one was Jdvancing. We 

stJrted to crawl back. me on my stomach. facing forward. Sgt. Sprinkle on his back. his 

head toward the enemy. 

We heard .. choppers .. arriving. My rifle jammed so I took and used Sgt. 
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Drinnon· s rifle. Sgt. Sprinkle carried his damaged rifle with one round capability. but 

was unable to reload due to his wounds and so had stopped firing. We made slow 

progress. At times I had to pull Sgt. Sprinkle to assist and encourage him. 

As we approached the jungle at the end of the clearing. enemy fire decreased. 

When we entered the jungle we saw our platoon hunkered down. Sgt. Sprinkle and I 

made it to awaiting .. choppers .. another 30 meters into the jungle. Sgt. Sprinkle was 

lifted out. I was examined by a medic and then evacuated. My helicopter was shot 

dovm. The helicopter cre\v. Sgt. Drinnon· s body. and I were placed on a third .. chopper .. 

and transported to safety. 

I was taken to Longh Binh Hospital. the same as Sgt. Sprinkle. After three days. l 

was allO\ved to leave my bed. [ vvent to see Sgt. Sprinkle. He \\as very \veak. with tubes 

going in and out of his body. I told him he desened the ··\ledal of Honor ... He thanked 

me and then lost consciousness. A couple Jays later. before I was to return to my unit I 

went to say good-bye. Sgt. Sprinkle told me he \Vas going home. I vvished him good 

luck and left. 

Back at my company. \Vhile recuperating. l worked as a clerk. Either the First 

Sergeant or the regular clerk. rm not sure which. said Sgt. Sprinkle was to get the 

·'Medar·. I said ... He deserves if". I had no contact with Sgt. Sprinkle after that until he 

wrote me in 2001. I had assumed he had died from his injuries and was shocked to hear 

from him. 

I sincerely beliew that except for Sgt. Sprinkle· s heroic actions that day. I \Vould 

Page 5 - Affidavit of Jim Hernandez 



have been overrun and killed. I expected my platoon to advance. which did not happen 

and left me isolated. Had the North Vietnamese not been held at bay by the firepower 

provided by Sgt. Sprinkle and myself they would surely have advanced on the platoon 

and could have surrounded them prior to the arrival of the gun ships. 

I believe that Sgt. Sprinkle. without concern for his personal safety. advanced 

without the support of the remainder of his platoon. which resulted in his sustaining near 

fatal and life altering injuries. Had Sgt. Sprinkle not acted as he did. I believe that the 

operation would have had tragic results for our platoon. instead of the enemy suffering 

substantial casualties. I did. and still. beliew Sgt. Sprinkle to be desen ing of this 

nation· s highest decoration. the ··congressional Medal of Honor·· 

Sworn to before me this dav of -c, ,--'--( .-;\_ 1:.,, v _....._._ __ 

Jim He 

- J ) ) 
My Commission Expires: '-j/1-1L<- _;:-) I I xC C,~ 

--7-+------~-~~--~ 

OFFICW. SEAL 
SARAH A OEJBERT 
NOTARY PUBt.IC •OREGON 

COMMISSION NO. 8313899 
AU COMMISSION EXPIRES JUN 24, XJ02 
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Sworn Statement Sgt. David T Sprinkle, Sept. 20, 2001 of the events of Jan 3, 1972 
44 miles N.E of Saigon Vietnam. A fire fights .... -

While on patrol with 3rd plat. C Co. 2/Sth 3rd Brigade 1st Cav. Div. Div. In the afternoon 
of the day in question we were searching for N.V.A forces. 
We moved out cautiously starting a clover leaf patrol. After about an hour we began to encounter 
Fresh sign of the enemy on a continuing basis. We found a machete in a stump with a NV A shirt 
wet with sweat rings hanging from it. We started again and after a short while came upon a wide 
well used trail. It contained many footprints and bicycle tracks and was maybe 10 ft. wide. 
Across the trail we felt that perhaps we could see three bunker holes 20 meters away. Shortly we 
continued on after calling in our findings and being ordered ahead. The point man and I ,also the 
squad leader advised against this and were rebuffed. 

I was walking fifth man behind Jim Hernandez, Bedford Drinnon Sqd. Leader, Lt. James 
Ratliff PLt. Leader,His RTO .. myself. I had volunteered for the patrol after being asked by the 
LT. To come and read sign and bolster up the Pit. which had quite a few new men. 
We are moving into areas that are getting clearer as if the brush had been cleared out for a 
bunker complex. One or two shots go off, then bullets start flying like a volcanic eruption. I run 
left 5 to 10 meters and hit the ground; a new guy is beside me. I yell at him to open fire I hear the 
pointman yelling for a medic. I look to the right but I can't see him, the Lt. And RTO are 
hunkered down next to the trail. I tell the new guy to go back and order gun teams up and form a 
perimeter. I take off to run behind the Lt and RIO. They have a good spot. I get up to run to 
Bedford and crash down beside him, He is not moving and shot twice ... I check him and he is 
gone, I say good bye. I scoot closer to him the firing is very intense up here and the pointman is 
pinned down from three sides, I get up to run to him he is shot in both feet. I am hit in the hip as 
I get tangled in a vine and go down. I start to leap and crawl to Jim's right side. I say I'm Dave 
He says he's Jim, I've never met him before this day.We fire furiously,madly trying to gain fire 
superiority. I see them trying to flank us on the right and concentrate my fire on them as they 
fall. I get hit again and I take hand grenades and smoke grenades and lay them out for close in 
fighting. We fire continuously at movements of shadows and flashes trying to keep them off us. 
I crawl back to Bedford to get his ammo and return. I eliminate 2 men running at me. I am 
wounded again while I roll on my back to reload. A rocket explodes over me, It blows up my 
abdominal area ... .I scream and scream and Jim tells me shut up. I get an aid dressing out and try 
to scoop up what's left of me. I lay on my back and fire I load one round at a time by hand for my 
weapon was disabled by the rocket. I fire over and over and call for a medic and for the platoon 
to come up. Finally the medic comes, he is afraid and new. I tell him to go get me Bedford's 
weapon and any ammo he has. He ties me up as best he can and says there is nothing I can do for 
you and no one is coming to get you. If you hear chopper you will have to crawl back yourself. 
He gets me the weapon and I tell him to go help other wounded and don't come back up here. 
I am wounded again we keep firing then we hear choppers, enemy fire is dying down Jim and I 
decide to crawl back and he takes Bedford's weapon and I pick up my disabled one. His weapon 
has burnt up from to much fire at a rapid rate. I drag myself by my elbows on my back facing the 
enemy with my weapon across my chest to protect me. Jim leads off we go slow 
But he encourages me and tugs on the top of my shirt and head across the clearing towards the 
jungle. I see Harry and Tom coming out of the jungle to our right with the M-60 I give them an 
"atta boy," and tell them to fire forward and right. I catch a round or shrapnel that's hot behind 
my right knee I cry out. I crawl past men on my left and encourage them to keep firing and be 
watchful. I get to the rigid litter. 



Faced with horrendous, small arms, machine gun and rocket fire, Mr. Hernandez has and with at 
least one bunker we can see less than forty feet away. He has courageously faced them down 
with me. ' -

I feel we eliminated their flanking movements and assaults so we werdcilled or our platoon 
surrounded and decimated. If we had not taken these actions we would not have survived. 

Later in the hospital at 24th Evac 4 days later I was asked to tum down the Congressional 
Medal of Honor which I had been nominated for because of the circumstances there and the 
conflicting accounts so as not have any embarrassment at the end of the War. The First Sargent 
and medic and Mr. Hernandez had complete knowledge of this and others in the platoon also. 
I felt what could I do I was in intensive recovery care and heavily medicated. !\fr Hernandez was 
assured I received the medal and felt I had past away until I contacted him in late Jan 200 I 
The last time he had seen me in the Hosp. He felt I was not going to live so he was shocked that I 
contacted him after 291/2 years. 

I can be contacted in 
Lt John McCorkle of third Pt. can e contacte at 
His Pit came to our aid after I was already gone on a medivac. The medic was new man and can 
be located on the company roster through the US Army. 
I have no one else who can be contacted be ause the 1st Sargent died a couple years ago. 
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illttaftou 
BY DIRECTION OF THE PRESIDENT 

THE AIR MEDAL 
IS PRESENTED TO 

SERGEAlIT DJ.. VID T • 8 t'RI ~W..LE 

UiUTED STATES ARMY 

who distinguished himself by meritorious nchicvement, while pnrlici­

puting in sustained aerial flight, in support of combat ground forces 

in the Republic of Vietnam. During the periocl 

14 JlJLY 1971 'IO 2 JANUARY 1972 

he actively participated in more than twenty-five aerial missious over 

hostile territory in support of operations against communist aggres­

sion. During all of these flights, be clisplaycd the highest order of 

air discipline and acted in accordance wilh the Lest traditions of the 

service. Ily his determination lo accomplish his mission, in spile of 

the hazards inherent in repealed aerial flights over hoslilc territory, 

and by his outstanding degree of professionalism ancl clcvolion to duty, 

he has brought credit upon himself, his organization, and the United 

Slates Army. 
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John L. McCorkle 
~-~ -. ~ ... ·. l 

September 28, 2001 

To Whom It May Concern, 

I, John MCCORKLE, do hereby depose and say as follows: 

I currently reside in Jacksonville, Illinois. My date of birth is 1 April 1949. I 

enlisted in the US Army in June, 1969. In August, 1970 after completion of 

Infantry Officer Candidate School I was commissioned as a Second Lieutenant. I 

served a tour of duty with the 3rd Brigade, First Air Cavalry Division in the 

Republic of Vietnam from August 1971 through March 1972. During most of that 

time I was assigned as Platoon Leader for 1st Platoon, C Company, 2nd Battalion, 

5th Cavalry Regiment. 

On 3 January 1972 two (2) platoons from our company was conducting search 

and a destroy mission. During our patrols that morning we had encountered a 

vacant bunker complex that had evidently been used by some element(s) of the 

North Vietnamese Army. We also encountered trails and other signs indicating 

enemy activity in the area. 

During our patrol we set up a perimeter defensive position and broke for 

lunch. During this time my company Commander, Captain Adolf CARLSON, assigned 

me to take a patrol out from our perimeter to the north. Our patrol went 

approximately 250-300 meters to the north then turned towards the west and 

went another 75-100 meters. In that area we encountered vegetation so thick that 

we had to cut through it with machetes. Because of the noise that created I 

radioed the Company Commander informing him of the situation and he ordered me 

to return to the perimeter. 
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Upon our return Captain CARLSON sent another patrol under the leadership 

of Lieutenant Jim RATLIFF to the west. Approximately 15-20 minutes after they 

left our perimeter we heard the sounds of small arms fire indicating a heavy 

fire-fight. Captain CARLSON ordered the rest of the company to move toward the 

sound of the contact. I left two (2) men from my platoon behind to secure our 

perimeter area and we immediately moved toward the sound of the firefight. 

Linking up with Lieutenant RATLIFF'S platoon we set up a defensive 

perimeter. I heard via the company radio that one man, SGT. Bedford DRINNON, 

had been killed and several were wounded. The total wounded would turn out to be 

fourteen (14). 

We had called for medical evacuation helicopters and gunships for support 

and they arrived very shortly. Because of the triple canopy jungle in the area the 

medical evacuation helicopters used a device called a "jungle penetrator" to 

retrieve the wounded and dead. Because of the close proximity of the firefight, a 

total of four (4) of these medical evacuation helicopters were shot down that 

afternoon. 

Two (2) of the wounded soldiers who were evacuated were Jim 

HERNANDEZ and David SPRINKLE. In talking with some of the men from that 

platoon later I learned that HERNANDEZ was walking point that afternoon and 

SPRINKLE was walking fifth in the line of march. SGT. DRINNON, who was killed 

was walking the "slack" or 2nd position in line of march. At the time of the initial 

contact SPRINKLE moved up from his position toward the point of the contact. I 

was informed that it was at this time that both he and HERNANDEZ were 

wounded severely. They were, however, able to continue to produce a heavy enough 

volume of fire to prevent the enemy element from overrunning and wiping out the 

platoon. 

Regarding the exact actions of HERNANDEZ and SPRINKLE on that 

afternoon of 3 January 1972 I cannot give testimony because I was not there until 



our platoon linked up with the one in contact with the enemy. I do remember that 

HERNANDEZ was new to our company having just been re-assigned from the 101st 

Airborne which had stood down. 

I had known SGT. SPRINKLE for several months and had the opportunity to 

observe his performance. I found SGT. SPRINKLE to be one of the most 

dedicated, hard-working soldiers I had encountered. He performed his duties with 

the utmost professionalism. I also remember that on 3 January 1972, SGT. 

SPRINKLE was assigned to the headquarters contingent of C Company and 

volunteered to go on that patrol with Lieutenant RATLIFF'S platoon. We had 

several new soldiers assigned to our unit and SGT. SPRINKLE volunteered to go on 

that patrol to assist in looking for signs of enemy activity. 

3 January 1972 was the last time I saw SGT. SPRINKLE until late 

September 2001. I had made telephone contact with him in August of 2001 and 

learned that he lived in Arizona. While visiting my in-laws in Bullhead City, Arizona 

SGT. SPRINKLE and I made arrangements and were able to spend an afternoon 

together. It was during this time that SGT. SPRINKLE informed me that 

subsequent to the firefight on 3 January 1972 he was informed that he had been 

submitted for the Congressional Medal of Honor, but that somehow the paperwork 

was lost. He also said he was in the process of investigating that situation. 

Because of that I have decided to write my perceptions of the account of 

that day and my remembrances of SGT. SPRINKLE. I have heard SGT. 

SPRINKLE'S account of his actions that day. I have also read the sworn statement 

of Jim HERNANDEZ who was alongside SPRINKLE during the entire firefight. 

Both of these accounts are in keeping with the type of behavior I would expect 

from a professional soldier such as SGT. SPRINKLE. To my remembrance, SGT. 

SPRINKLE was always a self-sacrificing, loyal soldier. 



Because of the evidence with which I have been presented I would state, 

without hesitation, that SGT. SPRINKLE and probably Jim HERNANDEZ also, are 

deserving of the nation's highest honor, the Congressional Medal of Honor. 

Sworn before me this ?~day of ~ 2001 

~ ;o;n L. McCorkle 
OFFICIAL SEAL 

WILLlAM P ZACHARY JR 
NOTARYPUBLICSTATEOFILLINOIS 
MY COMMISSION EXP. FEB. 4.2002 .. 

~I?~ rJ 
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-•"""'"''i.uari:ers, United States Army Vietnam 
APO San Francisco 96375 

AWARD OF THE S TI.VER STAR 
•• :· j"' 

TC 439. The fcllo~ing AWARD is announced. 

MCCORKLE, JOHN L. - FIRST 
Co~pany C, 2d Batta~valry, 
Awarded: Silver Star 

LIEU72NANT INFAliTRY United States Arrfy ·"'· 
1st Cavalry Di'.rision (Air:nobile) APO 96490:· 

Dates of service: 3 January 1972 
Theater: Republic of Vietnam 
Authority: By direction of the President, uncer the provisions of the Act of 

Congress, approved 9 July 1918 . 
Reason: For gallantry in action while engaged in wilitar;· operations involving 

conflict ~ith an armed hostile force in the Republic of Vietnam: First 
Lieutenant ~fcCorkle distinguished himself on 3 January 1972 while ser_::1ng 
as Platoon Leader of the 1st Platoon, C Companyi 2d Battalion, 5th Cav- :; 
alry 1 1st Cavalry Division (Air:nobile) in the Republic of Vietnam. On -~ 

'that date, another platoon in his comtiany was hit t.1ith intense rocket: 
and ground Eire from an established company-size element of the North 
Vietnamese Arwy. At the command point, First Lieutenant Mccorkle or­
ganized his platoon, arriving at the contact point shortly thereafter. -~·, 
He linked. his platoon with the platoon already under fire, and unhesi- _:_-~i 
tatingly exposed hi.nself to intense hostile fire as he deployed his·m.e~_ :~j 
so that they could most effectively combat the enemy. If not for his ',i:~W 
quick reaction and superb leadership, there i;.;ould have be.en many mcire' . '-~·\ii 
casualties inflicted upon the third platoon. He remained in complete -,_,~·-:;::; 
control of his actions throughout the situation and maneuvered constantly ~:;1 
through the bullet swept area. First I..ieuter;ant Hc:Corkle continuo_usly · · i~j 

• .t; 

produced cl heavy volume of suppr<assive fire which enable the prec~se . ·:{ 
evacuation of his wounded comrades. First Lieutenant XcCorkle 1 s gal- :.~: 
lantr; in action is in keeping with the highest traditions of the· militari:' 
service anC:. :-eflect great credit upon himself, his unit and the Uhited _>rE 

. ..... .,::1 
States Army. ,_ 

FOR THE CO~lMANDER: 

C. A. ST.\m:' L::L 
Colonel, Ace 
Adjutant General 

" 
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ear Sir; 
is the first writ ten account of the fire fight on Jan, 3, 19 72 in Vietnam 
er accurate it is it was not presented in a formal manner and notarized. 
ince Mr. He!11andez was not able to get a lot of education we felt that it 
be b;Mtter · related account to Columbia co. District Court judge 

rove It is never the less a heart stopping 
it o t e ays even s an en s credibility to SGT. Sprinkle, request 
~consideration of the events taking place out in the field and in the hosp. 
Grove said he welcomes your calls about his opinion about our verracity 
~collection of the events. Not one person ever contacted Hr. Hernandez or Hr. 
cle in thirty years. Or even replied when a christmas card was sent 20 years ago 
Ratliff The platoon conmander that day. 

~ha 
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