
Douglas Young 

From: Jarr.es Thom 

Sent Sa'.c;rday December 11, 2004 7:11 AM 

To: webmastN@tal:comanche.org 

Subject: 6es 

Hit See wrat jogg n L"le brain will do? i comp'otly for got Capt. 8Ll'i_bLt l'e was cn:y with us for 2 days! !~11nk' 
Feb_ 8th I stJ!! ha-..:e nightmares about I was wounderJ my self Iha! day 3 of us were work1n on capt Burt tryin to 
get an l V started The gunships were conimi:-i in closer an closerThats •,.;'1ere I recieved the wound to my right 
Arm' Sh:apenal, But it took out a neiVe go;n thru' f\ kid briridaged rne an then 8Jr'. went dcw:-i He was bleed1r 
bad' All we had left was some thick gooey stuf called Sin;rn al bunu.'11 Rudy was correct Standin under that 
rredr1ac chopper scared the hel1 cut of us That ii ft aint fast an It was a sittm duck while i~ hovered Thai chopper 
crew had nerves of steel 1 lf I recall correct:y Rudy Cariaga 2nd Lt nj platoon leader look command then 
[Somebody had to 1 ] We dug in for the night A long scarey one. We kept gettin probed Trips kept goin off. Rudy 
kept tel!in the kids to keep the ark out' Dont blo the claymores cause the gooks p>abab:y alreajy turned them at 
us_ Tt-.:u the grace of God an tne cou;age of those kids on tne !me we made it thrcJ the night Bn knew we were in 
a tight spot That morn a siick came in An off jumped Bob Brace No fanfare he just assumed command right ten 
an there I He commended Rudy for a iob weli done Then if memo:y servss he iust moved arou:id le!iin al! the kids 
they did good an to relax He saw me with the bandagc;d arm Rn told rre to go back to l1<e.an get it taken care of. I 
d,dnt want lo go' Oidnt want to leave the kids witn ou! a medic Then he !Tade it a.1 order an I had to g:::i back Al 
that ~me I was f3r from the best medic but I did my !e-rnl best Another slick came in an A t;ledic named Stacy 
Something pt out I got On an went back lei Ike, That place sucked! The doctor Cleaned an bandaged me an I 
just hung around. lt was hot dirty an the dust flew al! ove1 the place every time a s!:ck landed. There were accually 
4 fire bases_ Ike. Caroline Jamie, an Barbra Ike was a!v/ays on fire support soi: was loud as '<Yell as dirty. They 
logged the company the next day ar. I went back with the bird Thats when I took over 2nd Platoon medic An 
stacy took over as 6 barid aid We were still short a medic But we moved out. Brace was good' you could tell right 
away he knew his stuff. Some where I got some pictures. I know there was one of Rudy an also Bob accepting his 
Rai! road tra:ks at the prornoti:::in when Anderson took over An yeah we knew about Andersons Platoon By 
then I was 6 bandaid an we were always in each o!hers hair. But arderson was good not as good as Brace. I 
have to see what I did with those pies We moved a couple times an you know what happens after you·Je lived in 

a place for ciose to 40 yr, But If I find them l'H se;1d them o';er the pmter We also knew that brace had been witr 
Delta Co Coursey his RTO neve; let him forget it eilhe;i ( Sm1ie' J i c3n ni'lme some of the kids_ Others l just 
remember faces. I dont know if this wiii help but I'm sendin the names I remember. Steve 'l.Jright, Coursey. 
Vernon something Eddie Somethir:g, Teel Davis, Kid we called Snake. Do11inic Sorneth ng[ Called him Wop!] 
a'JO!her steve, The medics I reme'Tlber are Danny Price, Ken Stauss; Sracy something, Gene Kanuse. If any!hir:g 
more comes to rre I'll write l'rn not good with this thing so ycu g0tta bear "vith me' I know somewhere there is a 
roste• fo' the co. I was line# 202 I th:nl< Some day I te! 1 you abcu: he V f-... writing to rne to see If I was dead'. 
[S;\llLE' } JI,',.! Thom Sp 5 cha;l1e co 2nd of the 5ih 
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Douglas Young 

From: Jarr.es Tt1om 

Sent: Saturday. December 11, 2004 10 14 AM 

To: webrnaster@tailcoma:1che mg 

Subject: Cc:; 

Hi again'. Its fun:1y haw stuff comes back to you I had to!aly fo;gcitan abcut Ca;:;t Burt a,1 I was one of t'le guys 
who p'..lt him on the medivac bird I think l remember seein that kid Don Ray I/Ve were dom Triage then. Capt burt 
had a chance if we could get h m out quickly Don Raf was a gonner as soon as he get hit' It was a head wound 
as I recall. \/Ve medi·;aced a whole bunch of kids that day from the first Piatoon' Triage is the wars! JOb a r:ied1c 
can perform' Ycu play God.an Gcd can have that job i am just glad that Brace an anderson an Rudy tv1ade it 
home. A while after that I also medivaced Rudy Cariaga. I had it backw,nJ about Bra:e an Anderson Brace was 
commander durin Cambodia when we took out the rubber plantation After that we worked Tay nihn My presence 
was requested at home In June.70 My fa!her suffernd a massive Heart attack. So i made it back too. Anderson 
got rre out of there by blowin a dearin for a bird to get me 1 Last thing I remember was Top screamin at me "Don'. 
come back dee dontl" Tep was V\!illy R1c:hardson H;:, would be rea' o!d n0w if hes sti!I a'.ivei Hell I keep forgetir: 
were ail old now' Another name came to me Doug T1mme1rnan an a Bobby Kloss I !:'11nk. He wasted davis best 
friend. I read t'No books about the wa>. They were 'We ·..vere sckl1ers o'.lce' by Hai ~.1core 2n another by a guy I 
cant remember. It was cal 1ed 'The soldiers story Viet Nam in th: re o"vr w::irds' 111 find the authors name for you 
They both came from Barnes an Knoble They y;ere both honest No ES Oh weli. Boots ar, saddles brol J:rn 
Ti: om 
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Douglas Young 

From: Ja:-r.es Thorn 

Sent. SatcJTday, December 11, 2004 3:58 PM 

To: webmaste:@tal!co!T'anche org 

Subject: r~arnes 

Mar. this has opened a fcodgate' Couple more riarnes for you. One was a guy narred Barney from the 
carolinas Another was a kid named Howard. He was the bataliion RTO The !hi rd was on !ht list of 
commanders Capt Thomas Reich. I don'. like to say bad things when people a~e not there to defend themselves 
But th;s guy was the worst I ever sa.,,.:. He walked us down a road once' down a tra;I arother t·me. Now you kno·1< 
thats something you just didnt do. Another time he walked us down a road til it was Darr:' no place to set up no 
where to go Tt;e ent:re company spent the night in a drainage ditcn next to the road I dont know if he was 
relieved of command or his tour was up or what Thais when Capt Burt took over. Poo: bu rt lock the damage tha: 
should have gone to Reich i noticed there was r.olhing afler his name Jus! the dates he served' As much as I 
ioved Bob 8;ace I wili be forever greatfuli to Rudy Caria;ia He was the one who held it a:I tog<:!'.her that rnte We 
iost cur 6 our 1-6 an ha if a p:atoon Rudy kept panic from sp;ea'.lir: I always triought he should have gotten 
something from !ho army for that. He was generous to everyone It was him pu~ me i:. for the BSMAn made sure I 
got rny Cr.18 A.nothe: na~ne JUSt popped in 1 Da.;e Rezendez From the soc;lhwest some where. Jesue 
Christa! this is gctt1n l:ke a waterfall. I'm gonila look for those pies Tre last t.rr1e I saw tnem they were pretty 
fragiie Another 1 3rd platoon first sg! PEPE dont know if it was his first name or las! o; just a nickname? He was 
a good one though Best scoJt w;th the company There was another LL name wa:; Petrusca- or petruska Like 
that I lnink he was a p!aki::in leader before I got there Coursey a~.vasy ca:led him r.1ad Dog Petroska. He was in 
charge of Echo Recon when 1 got there.an that was a sick bunch 1 J'ii be back with rno;e If I had that old roster I 
could probably do better JiM Thom. 
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Douglas Young 

From: Jam.::s lh:Jm 

Sent: Tuesda)''. December 14. 2004 1 37 PM 

To: webrr,aste~@ta!icomanche erg 

Subject: than<.s 

DoJg' I Just wa;;l to con•ey rny than'<:s 1 I think thrs r:as ligi:!enod rny sot.: c~ 11.t-ats left of 1t' if I can find them pies 
I'll send them' This has been l!Ke therepy for rne. It opened a door !hat has been ciosed fo; a lo:ig time. I didnt 
even rea'ise ir was closed It aint closed anymore I truly hope I could make one of those reunions I would love to 
hug Rudy' [don'. you tei! hiF1 lhat'1 lrJ even give Brace his knife back' Wou!ort mind rr:eet:n Cap: Burt either. i 
never rea;y had a chance lo got to know him' Sometimes I wonder ho.v much of m1 o:d crew is st1;) alive? ! ain! 
good enough with this PC to find out: I'm gonna keep tryin though! Maybe soor:2: o• later'Yri A"Y thanks' Maybe 
thats what ths is all aboc:t Remberarice 1 I knov; its b·:;en good for rr,e! JIM 
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Douglas Young 

From: 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

James Thom 

\Nc:Jnesday, December 15. 2004 7 54 AM 

V·l\Vw .webmaster@tallcmwrnche.mg 

Narn r.1arch/Apn, 1970 

Follov1 Up Flag: Fo\!.ow up 

Due By: Friday Desernbc: 17. 2004 5 00 P~: 

Flag Status: Fi?.gged 

Upper was Steve vVrigh'. again Lower was tt:at kid Vern I think ThP. dancers werr: practa: y kidnapped by bob 
brace They were goir.g home to Austraiha an he pmsuaded them to do one IT'.ore show for us I reri1ernber 
brakn down with al\ the other guys 2s they played 'My G!r;· Man did we get Or,mk that nite 1 Jl\1. 
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Douglas Young 

From-. 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: 

Jarnes 1hor.i 

Thursday, December 16, 2004 8:06 AM 

vie brnas~ef ,~ta\tcornanche. org 

Follow Up Flag: Fol.cw, up 

Due By: Friday', December 17, 2004 5 00 PM 

Flag Status: Flagged 

Hi doug1 Heres another two for ya 1 A sg: 0.Jrme or Dunn. A fat rolypoly kinda guy who liked to brag a lot. He 
mt.st have carried ga\\ons of water with him whenever we went out I never sa·;; arvfone sweat like that 1. Nothe1 
Just a knidmame MONK Thats all No na112 Sorry He had d rty sandy co:ored hair about 5'9' 150-180 Lbs l 
sent some crummy pies yesterday. There are more, I just have to find then; 1. An today this o!e doc is sick I Musi 
have picked up a bug' Had a bad Night 1• Dunne or Dunn had to be t~1ere after\ left He only ca:-ne late an he was 
a Uer that was not liked after the guys fcund out what he was realy like I aint g8nna men'.ion any narr.es but a 
certain Machine gunner almost shot r.im one day_ Hes probab:y gone by now an7wa1· He was way older tha!I rr:e 
an im 58 now 1\ Where did our youth go?j J\M . 
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Douglas Young 

From: James Thom 

Sent: Fnday. December 10, 2004 247 PM 

To: webmas\sr@taitcornanche org 

Subject: Capt And':"rson c.1215 1970 

Capt Ande:son assumed co:-mna:.d I think at Own- Lo: in 1970 Just before we wert into Cambodia Lite to lite' 
Out of Arty Range' We had 4/ 50s ar. our 60s an the little mortar platoon' Capt Anderso managed to hold ii 
together' I as a medic had many problems wi~h him but in the er.d I thilk we respected each other' I wouid like to 
know what happened to him an Capt Brace' I cant rerrerrber capt. A1dersons firs'. narie! Only his name for rne 1 

[.A.$Shole'] We shared many memor:es' If you guys have any th,ng on these two guys I would iil<e to have 111 I 
found where Brace took over for the previous Capt Burt bJ! afer that i can hd nothirg. I truly hope each of these 
guys made general cause they each diserved it Big Time' They each were PROS! Thats what West Point is 
supposed to produce an with theese two guys You co!Jld ask no morel They honored the men an the dead they 
wouldnt leave. Capt Anderson in particular would not rno'.·e the Company till we retrieved a body. It look severa: 
days but he got the job done! At least the kid can1e hornel N::i one wardered \«here the kid was' We argued 
awfully over that but he was right! When I finnally brought the body Jn I was proud of him' real Proud loo many of 
them d1dnt care . As long as they got promoted I have anott1er story to teil but Im gonna wa't because its so'1 
of funny: I would like to get in touch vvith both of them an see if th-sy remember rn&' Thanks Jim Thom S/P 5 
Cl2J5 [MEDIC'] 1970 
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