
After 11 Months 

General Norton To Leave Cav 

General Norton 

N aj. Gen. John Norton is 
scheduled to pass on command 

' of the 1st Air Cavalry Division 
today as he prepa

1
res to leave 

Vietnam after a ·two year tour 
of duty. 

Maj. Gen. John J. Tolrnn 
III will accept command of 
the division in I 0 a. m. cer­
emonies at Landing -Zone 
Two Bits, the Cav•s forward 
command post near Bong Son. 
Tolson is former tommander 
of the Army Aviation Center 
at Fort Rucker, Ala. 

Norton will _become new 
head of the Army Aviation 
Materid Command in St! 
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Louis, Mo., the complex re­
sponsible for army aviation 
design, research, development, 
product maintenance and 
engineering. 

For ·Related Pictures 
Of General Norton 

See Centerfold 

On Wednesday Norton 
received the Vietnamese Army 
Distinguished Seryice Cross 
1 st Class and the Armed 
Forces Honor Medal 1st 
Class frcm Lt. Gen. Vinh 
Loe, commander of II Corps, 
at Pleiku. The awards are 
the h i g h e s t the nation 
bestows. 
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$,;.o-. ... ,. .... 
~-P.µ~-DQ~ .. Batlle 
Kills 147 ·Enenty 

The 1 st Air Cavalry faced 
the enemy in a decisive four­
day battle on the Bong Son 
Plain last week. 

Dudng the bitter and 
heavy fighting March 19-23, 
at least 14 7 communists 'were 
killed, and 17 t detained. 
American casualties were not 
light; 44 men died and' 11 1 
were wounded in the combat 
·with multi-battalion elements 
of the North Vietnamese 
Army. 

Many more ot the enemy 
are believed to have died 
in the fight, but because the 
¢ommunists are quick to hide 

· their . battlefield dead, th~ 
· true death toll could· not be 

ascertained by actual body 
count. 

munists have been slain and 
3,674 detained. In addition, 
many hundreds of weapons 
of all kinds have been cap­
tured. 

During the week•s oper­
ations, an ARVN Marine task 
force entered the treacherous 
An Lao Valley, a long-time 
enemy sanctuary and strong­
hold. A battalion of Caval­
rymen went into the valley 
with the ARVN•s, providing 

flank security for the thrust. 
While contact. in the An 

Lao was relatively light, there 
w e r e -several instances of 
ground-to-air fire. Refugees in 
the area pro'lided assistance 
by pin-pointing enemy loca­
tions attd artillery and air 
strikes were called for. ' 

Since the Battle of Binh 
Dinh started in September 
1966, at least 2,567 enemy 
have been killed. · · 

I/9th .Troop Leader 
Wins Silver· Star 

I 

Maj. Gen. John Norton has 
presented the nation•s third 
highest award, the Silver Star, 
to Maj. Charles Ba'gnall. 

morning hours on the Bong 
Son Plain, -..were unable to 
evacuate the wounded due to 
heavy automatic weapons fire. 

Bagnall flew his helicopter 
(See Page 6, Col. 3) 

After 1 3 months as com­
mander of Army Support 
Command, Vietna,m, the 
general took over· direction of 
the Cavalry on May 6; 1966 
in the middle of Operation 
Davy Crockett, a search and 
destrOY effort near Bong Son 
where the division is again 
operating. · 

Norton successfully com­
pleted Davy Crockett and 
went on to lead Cavalrymen 
in 11 other major operations 
including Lewis & Clark; 
Crazy Horse, one of the 
division•s toughest battles; 

(See page 7, col. 1) General Tolson 

[apta,in . Awarded 
Posthumous . DSC 

MIAMI, FLA. - Capt. 
William Taylor was posthu­
mously awarded the Distin­
guished Service Cross by 3rd 

\ 
Army Commanper Lt. Gen~ ' 
Lewis Truman tn ceremonies 
held at the University of 
Miami. ' 

Mrs. Taylor accepted the 
nation•s second highest award 
for her husband who was 
killed w hi 1 e commanding 
Company B, 2nd Battalion, 
5th Cavalry. 

Taylor died while leading 
bis company against a regi­
ment of North Vietnamese 
Army forces during Operation 
Paul Revere II in August 
1 966. His actions during the 

battle are credited with laying 
the groundwork for a major 
.Allied victory. 

Taylor•s old battalion has 
named its officer's · club 
"Taylor•s Tavern" in his 
honor. The phrase "watch to 
the east" will . be burned 
above the d<;>orway of the 
club. The warning words 

were Taylor's last before his 
company' was rushed by the 
enemy. 

The university's ROTC 
cadet corps trooped in mass 
at the Florida eampus for the 
awafcl presentation. 

Seven Honored 
For One Action 

Seven members of the 2nd 
Batta"lion, . 5th Cavalry have 
been decorated for valor they 
displayed in a March 11th 
;battle which cost the enemy 
43 dead. 

SFC Alberto Cuellar, SSgt. 
Jimmy D. Shoemaker and 
SSgt. Charles Dawson, all 

related story page 3 

of Company D, were awarded 
Silver Stars for their heroic 
actions du r i n g the . fight 
which dislodged Viet Cong 
forces from heavily entrench­
ed positions near Hoa Tan 
h a m 1 e t in the c e n t r a 1 
highlands, 

Sp4 David Studstill of 

(See page 3, col. 1~ 
The activity took place 

in the middle of the rice-rich 
coastal plain, several kilome­
ters north of Landing Zone 
English. 'Cavalrymen had to 
flush the entrenched enemy 

Bagnall, commander o f 
Troop C, 1st Squadron, 9th 
Cavalry, received the honor 
for his battle actions on March 
6th during Operation Persh­
ing. 

~-----------------,--,,-------------------'..-----

-;from fortified island commu­
, nities which characterize the 
area. 

As Operatfon Pershing 
goes into its seventh week, 
the communists have suffered 
successive tactical and politi­
~l defeats throughout the 
First Team's area of respon­
sibility in eastern Binh Dinh 
Province. 

Since the operation started 
Feb. 12, at least 1,052 com-

On that day, he commanded 
three platoons of his own 
company and another com­
pany-sized element, directed 
two fighter strikes and three 
aerial rocket artillery sections, 
adjusted numerous artillery 
concentrations and personally 
killed eight Viet Cong. 

Bagnall's forces, after en­
gaging a well e.ntrenched 
enemy force ._in .the early 

De Saussure New ADC 
Brig. Gen. Edward H. De 

· Saussure Jr., formerly artillery 
commander of I Force V, 

'has assumed. au ties ·as assist- ' 
I ant commander of the I st 

Air Cavalry Division. 
De Saussure came to Viet­

nam with the ·25th Infantry 
Division in February of 1966 
and served as assistant com­
mander of that division. 

He received the Silver 
Star while 

7 
serving with the 

25th. Among his other awards 
are the Air Medal with twe 
oak leaf clusters, the Bronze 
Star and the Army Commen­
dation Medal. 

A gr.aduate of West Point, 
De Saussure has attended 
numerous a r m y schools 
including the Command and 
General Staff College and 
War College. In 1949 he 
received his master's degree 
from Johns Hopkins Univer-

sity. 
Or'{ginally · from El Paso, 

Texas, De Saussure, 48, now 
calls Char le s ton, South 
Carolina his h om e. His 
wife, Frances, and five 
children are currently resid­
ing there. 

De Saussure replaces Brig. 
Gen. Alfred J.F. Moody~who 
died of a hear.t attack after 
being· with the I st Cav less 
than a week. 
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INTO THE BATTLE - Helicopters .of the Cavalry go do'wn into an ~Lz in t~e •An Lao 
Yt;I.lley to unload Skglroops from Troop C, 1st Sq!u;uiron, 9th Ca·valr,i. (Photo bJ .wP.·~ Bruce 
Montoya) . · · . · 

! • "" 

April 1, · 1961 

Savings 
Leave 

Plan ·Allows 
Withdrawals 

(M A C V) - Servicemen 
may n o w · withdraw their 
savings from the Uniformed 
Services S a v in g s Deposit 
Program when going on 
special 30-day leave. Such 
withdrawals will not, howev­
er, include accrued interest 
which remains on ·deposit. 

Applications for withdraw­
als will be forwarded through 
local finance channels. Checks 
will be mailed on to addres­
ses within· the U.S . . or .its 
possessions. 

The h i g h interest rate 
program pays 1 0 per cent 
compounded quatterly. Per­
sonnel completing tours in 
Vietnam ·may a pp 1 y for 
withdrawal of their money 
immediately . upon return to 
the States, or they continue 
to earn interest up to 90 

. days after their return. 
Th~ recent change enables 

servicemen to receive high 
interest -while saving for their 
tour-extension leaves. 

GM Autos·_.·, 
Available 
Through PX 

(MACV)- The Vietnam 
Regional E x c h a n g e last 
month granted General Mo­
tors i concession to seU · iJS 
cars. · Ford, Chryst~ and 
American Motors '.began sel­
ling here in Oetob6'. 

The GM. represen·t;nive pre::. 
sently works only out of the 
Cholon Exchang·e, but the 
concession is expected· to 

Vietnam · Village 'Elections . Set 

expand soon to Tan Son 
Nhut and Bien Hoa · stores. 
Meanwhile, inquiries can bC 
mailed to GM Military Sales, 
c/o Headquarters;·· Vietnam 
Regional Exchange, · 'AP 0 
96243. 

• (MACV)- The Republic 
of Vietnam will hold elections 
of village and hamlet offi'cials 
during April, May and June. 

Key administrative officials 
to be elected include members, 
of the village counci~s, hamlet 
chiefs and deputy chiefs. 
·Each village council will elect 
one of its members as the 
village chief. Depending on 
~e size of the village, the 

council will include from six 
to 12 members. 

The elections will restore 
self-government at the local 

/ level, a systerp abolished early 
in the Die~ administration. 

The spring elections will 
be.held in some 1,300 villages 
and 5,500 hamlets of South 
Vietnam. The village election 
will be held ob. five consec­
utive Sundays beginning on 

Sunday. The ha;!nlet elections 
will start on MfY 14· and will 
run for f iv e consecutive 
Sun.days. 
. S in c 

1

e t}\e Viet Cong 
c;:insid'er :th~ :Jeve.lop~_~nt ·of· 
a representa~e gov·e"l'hm~nt 
i .1· Vietnam . ~lhreat to their 
political survival, they can 
be expected to mount a 
~ampaign of t'error and 
intimid1tion again ·st the 

~~~~·~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--

Some AID Goods A.re 
: . . . 

, ·1n1:erided For. S-ale I 
(MACV) - Many people 

have assumed mistakenly 
that goods bearing the U.S. 
Agency for International 
Development (AID) emblem 
- clasped hands on a red·, , 
white and blue shield - can- " 
not be sol.d. The fact is that 

the majority of U.S. Aid to 
Vietnam is intended for 
resale. 

In order to avoid misun­
derstandings in the future, 
goods for resale will be label­
ed "May Be Sold In Viet­
nam". 

CI VA Lll~_.xu~· 
THE FIRST TEAM 

THE CAY ~LAIR is published weekly under 
the superv1s1on •of the Information Office 1st 
C~valry Div:isio.ff (Airmobile) an.d is an auth~rized 
Ai.my pubhcat10n. The ccm1mand newspaper is 
pnnted by Dong Nam A, Saigon. 

Opinions expressed in the CA VALAIR are those 
of its editorial staff and not necessarily those of 
the Department of the Army. 

Co?1manding Ge?eral... .• Maj. Ge~. Joh~ Norton 
e.h~ef of lnformatloni ..•.... · Maj . Wesley G; Jones 
Editor •.... . ....... '. ........ PFC Stephen Fleming 

Last ' year, 512.2 million 
·dollars worth of AID-sup-
ported commodities were 
sent to Vietnam for · resale. 
These goods were supplied , 
under the Commodity Im­
port Program (CIP). 

The AlO-financed CIP 
and the Government of 
Vietnam~s· foreign exchange 
financed program of com­
mercial imports were estab­
lished , to absorb the exces­
sive amounts of piasters in 
circulation, thereby reducing 
inflationary pressures within 
the Vietnamese economy. 

Under the CIP, the Uni­
ted States finances commodi­
ties imported into Vietnam 
through normal commerpial 
channels for direct sale to 
consumers or for use in 
manufacturing. 

Importers of · CIP items 
must pay in piasters the{equi­
valent of the dollar value of 
their import,.purchases. 

elections. 

$ervicemen sho..ild take 
extra security precautions 
during the elections and ~tay 
away from polling places. 

U~S. forces tnroughout the 
CJuntry are urged to avoid 
providing support or the 
appear in:e of supp::>rt to 
any candidate or slate of 
candidates. · 

A minimum downpayment 
of $1 000 for luxury clasS 
cars add $250 for · others is 
required for GM sales con­
tracts (as for those ·of the 
other companies, • . , Financial 
rec;iuirements' must be' satis­
fied at least tw6 weeks be~')re 
delivery. Stat~side dealer 
delivery is made to PX pa­
trons, with disc;ounts ranging 
from 11 to 18 per cent. 

SECURITY- A Regional Forces soldier stands guard while 
a laborer repa irs a storehouse in a Binh Dinh Province 
oillage. (Photo · by Sp5 Francis Moffitt) 

,i. 
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Nine Hour· Bitter 
The man sat quietly huncb­

.ed over on a case of C-ra­
tiqos. 

Tears fought day-old mud 
the length of his face before 
they trickled onto his buddy's 
half.:.finished letter lying on 
the helmet between his filthy 
boots. 

His buddy would never 
finiSb it. 

Pagoda Mountain, the 1 st 
Air Cavalry Division, middle­
aged Vietnamese w o me n 
throwing grenades, trenches 
and bunkers, th!'ee Silver 
Stars, nine hours, four Bronze 
Stars, 43 North Vietnamese 
dead, Tra-0 Lake, machine­

·gµn fife. 
The tears stopped mud­

dying the letter. His wife 
will want this. 

' ' 

The ' battle of Pagoda 
Mountain .began at 10 o'clock, 
the morning of March I Ith. 

When it was over the 2nd 
Battalion, 5th Cavalry had 
killed 43 North Vietnamese 
Army'· r~gUlars ·and ···detained 

.81. "~ . ...r 

· Twenty-two _Am er icans 
died and 23 more were 
WOUtlded, 'I 

Th~t 'morning, Company 
c ·was searching southwest of 

"' the Cr.escent area. uine. _m'les 
southeast ef Bong Son. 
· :fhe Third · Platoon was 

suddenly. · pinned down by 
heayy automatic weapons fire 
fron:i ·entrenched positions. 

·They needed help. . The 
&;C:ond Platoon reipforced 
them. 
· A~ the casualties mounted 
'with th~ .increasing enemy 
fire A the Ffrsf Platoon climbed 
into choppers to join the 
battle. · · 

They. couldn't get in-the 
fire was too heavy. ,,,, 

Two ships were ¥t PY 

• • 
2l5 th 'Skytroops 
Win H:ono,r~ .l F6r 

1• l ~ - I 

Nine Hour fight 

enemy 
1
fire and limped off the east side of 6ne of the they fell, their comrades un­

toward Landing Zone An- mountain's many
1 

projecting able to get to them. Those 
chor, tlµ-ee mil~s away. They fingers ~ inv Ari attempt to who had tried lay among 
barely made it~''- prevent the enemy's escape if the fojured, themselves dead 

Ten minutes later the First contact was broken. or wounded. 
Platoon moved back in to try Company A was dropped When the fire 'slackened, 
a second time when the on the other side. medevac ships roared in to 
ground fire slackened. Pinned down, the Cavalry- evacuate the wounded. That 

They made it. µien crawled behind ·small · afternoon three of the flying 
Meanwhile, Lt. Col. Robert pedgerows and called ·for ambulances were bit. · 

Stevenson, battalion com- aerial rocket artillery and The · commander of' Com-
mander, moved Company D howitzer support. pany D, Capt. Richard .Mc-
into blocking positions on The wounded lay where Inerney, had been moving 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

JUMP.BBS ~ Air Caualrqrnen prepare to jump into the An Lal) V.alley on an air a .. ~sa11ll 
duri~g Operation PPrshing.' (Photo b.rJ Sp!/. Bruce Montoya). 

; . ! '. 

Cavalrymen .SH~nce · 
Enemy . ·With · Knives 

For 10 minutes they 
crawle-d. Then, with knives· 
drawn, they. pounced into the 
guerilla machinegun pit. 

took the last by i,;kirting 
around the pit and attacking 
from .the rear. 

When the area was later 

searched, weapons.of Chinese 
origin were found in addition 
to more than 800 rounds of 
ammunition. 

A few brief moments of 
flashit;lg steel and it was over. · 
The communist$ were dead, L ' -.· R G d 
the machinegun silenced. ' 0 n e e a r u a r 

SSgt. Delmar D. Harris 

andSp4 RobertKasunwiped w1·ns Bronze' St 
the bloq11- off their knives, . ' a r 

(Cont'd from Page 1) · 

Company 1aj> and PFC Jesse • 
J. Togeant, Sp4 James A. 
Hickmal), SSgt. Ronald' Mor­
rison. o'f Company C, and 

' sSgt.;;·_$helton · McComb of 
Co~ny A, w er e given 
:efop~,e. Stars with V dev_ice 
if or 'thett performance durntg 
the Dine hour fight. 

sheathed th_em, and rejoined 
their .company. 

Company B, I st Battalion, 
12th . Ca.valry counted the 
39 enemy bodies that lay· 
;iround them. · The. company 
took ri.o casualties in the 

By Sgt. 'r. Wiiioughby 

Sp4 Harry L. Leach acted 
as a one man: oovering force 

· for his phtoon and thus 
won the Bronze Star. 

rlSlng , from a thicket, Li;ach 
spotted an enemy machine­
gun that was pinning his 
platoon. He ran through a 
deadly hail of bullets to set 
up his machinegun and fire 
on the enemy. 

. I 

The awards were presented 
by Maj. Gen. John Norton, 
commanding general of the 
I st eav, the week following 
the battle under the recently 
initiated "impact system" 
wliereby recognition for acts 
of heroism are acknowledged 
as soon as possible after the 
action. 

· battle. " 
The Cavalrymen had been 

on a search and destroy mis­
sion in the Kim Son Valley, 
25 miles north of Qui Nhon, 
when they were ambushed. 
Heavy machinegun fire crash­
ed in on them. 

More than 40 M-79 grenade 
rounds· were fired . at the 
enemy fortifications knoeking 
out all but one of the machine­
gun nests. Harris and Kasun 

Leach of .Company A, 1st 
Battalion, 12th Cavalry was 
acting as a machinegunner 
when his unit engaged a 
heavily dug-in enemy force. 

Within seconds, Leach's 
platoon was taking casualties. 
He dropped into a kneeling 
position and, firing from the 
shoulder, sprayed the trees 
with machinegun fire to elim-
inate a sniper. · 

Seeing puffs of smoke 

Hurling hand grenades and 
firing his machinegun, Leach 
remained in his exposed 
position until all the wound­
ed could be evacuated. 

As dark~ess fell;, Leach 
voluntarily moved forward 
and retrieved several valu­
able items of equipment that 
might have otherwise fallen 
into enemy hands. 

under fire from position to 
position, getting his me,i 
prepared to move fQt<ward 
to pverrun the communists. 

Company 1). got up and 
started their assault. 

Mclnerney and on,e of his 
men were wounded as they 
crossed a hedgerow. Some­
how, they managed to find a 
hole and ·fell fa it. 

As he took out a gf'enade 
ig~oring his wound, the cap~ 
t~ asked the direction of 
the incoming fire and the 
distance. The man pointed 
and answered "about 25 
meters". 

Mcinerney stuck his bead 
out of the hole to pin-point 
the target and fell back in­
side, dead, shot through the 
head. 

For hours American and 
NV A regulars fought toe to 
toe. 

Orie wounded Cavalryman 
feigning death, watched as ~ 
VC removed a radio from a 
dead raqio operator. 

The company first sergeant 
took over after Mcinerney 
died, then was wounded. 

SFC Alberto Cuellar took 
~ver, screaming orders, get­
ttog. the men orgat1ized and 
moving. He won a Silver 
Star for his efforts. 

AU the while the men 
kept moving forward. 

The troopers m i s t 0 0 k 
enemy women cadre for in­
nocent civilians from a mar­
by village. The women gave 
away the American positions 
and one middle-aged wornan 
threw a grenade which ex-

ploded in a. group of Amer­
icans. 

When darkness settled in 
that evening, the fighting 
tapered off to sniper fire and 
an oecassional exchange of 
grenades. It went on all 
night. 

. The next morning the 
fighting 'e n d e d and the 
Cavalrymen began the job of 
cleaning up the battlefield. 

As air force jets screamed 
overhead on a bombing run 
on the enemy's escape route 
on the other side of the 
mountain, one Cavalryman 
put down the body slung 
over his shoulder. 

With hands on his hips, 
squinting into the jungle sun, 
he quietly cursed and after a 
few seconds added forcefully , 
"Give ·em hell". 

Then stooping to pick up 
the body, he continued his 
work. 

I• 



CONFERENCE- General Norton talks with Secretary of Defense Robert _S. McNamara duril'i.g the 
Secretary's visit to the Cavalry forward command post during Operation Thayer II. 

COOPERATION- The general cuts a ribbon during a dedication ceremony in Binh Dinh Province. 
General Norton cooperated closely with ARVN forces in the province, Vietnam's largest, in a drive 
to clear out the 3rd North Vietnamese Army Division and bring the population back under 
government control. 

' . 

General Norton: Active 
' . 

Commande:r 

· COMJVIUNICATION- General Norton tal~s to his Cavalrymen. He .visited 
the men often to honor them, to celebrate with theIT,\ and to talk with them. 

MEMORIAL- The Cavalry· commander stands at attentio~ as a monu­
ment is unveiled for the men oi the 7th Cavalry at the 3rd Brigade's 
Garry Owen Day in November. 

WORSHIP- General Norton sings at the Billy Graham Christmas Eve service at Ca.mp Radcliff. 
Flanking him are his assistant division commanders, Brig. Gen. William A. Backer, left, and Brig. 
Gen. George S. ~lanchard. · 

PROMOTION- The general pins star on then Col. George S. Blanchard as a surprise. The two 
officers were guests at another ceremony when the general asked if he could present something 
to Blanchard, 
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,Ice Plant 
Makes 60 
Tons A Day 

Sixty tons of ice slide down 
the conveyor ramps at the 
1st Air Cav's new ice plant 
each day. 

.Built by Company B of the 
8 4 th Engineer Battalion, 
the new ice plant took 
seven months to build and, 
accordiP.g to Capt. Edward 
L. Winton, company com­
mander, it is the first ice 
plant in Vietnam built entirely 
by troop labor. 

"It was a real challenge," 
said Winton, "because it 
involved so many , different 
<:onstruction phases. Extensive 
electrical, masonry and car­
pentry work was neces>ary.'' 
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FSE Br.eaks 
Record For 
Shipments 

The 2nd Forw.ard Support: 
Element of Support Com­
mand has set a reeord for 
tonnage of supplies shipped 
in support of Cav operations-

A reCQrd 220 tons of 
supplies were shipped in one­
day: The following day the­
record was shattered when:, 
312.5 tons of supplies· were 

airlifted to forward erements_ 
'in support· of Operation 

Pershing. 

-To co~ver't' - water into 
100-pound · blocks of ice, 
water-filled tanks are submer­
ged in a swirling brine solu- · 
tion (wat~r and calcium 
chloride) held at 14 degrees 
fahrenheit. It takes 24 b,ours 
to freeze one 3 7 gallon tank 
of purified water. At any·one 
time, 500 tanks' are , in the 
process of being f fozen. 

CHOW DOWN - Sp4 Guillermo Rendon (left) and Sp!, Elbert Snow chow down after digging 
a· fox hole during OpertJtion Pershing. Re11<lon and Snow are with Company D, 2nd Battal­
ion, 5th 'Cavalry. (PhotO By Sp4 . Bruce Montoya) 

A n addttional 200,000·1 

pounds of supplies were 
- transpor~d - by - truck ·-the 
, same day; according . to Maj~ 

Billy J. ·Stalcup, the . opera­

tions officer. 

Sawed-Off M-79 Useful ,. 
Upon completion of the 

plant, the o,peration was turn- ' 
ed over1to the Pacific Archi­
tects and Engineers (PA&E). 
Kenneth W. Behm, plant 
supervisor, said the new 
.plant is as good or better 
than most stateside ice plants. 

"It''s one of the best I've 
seen," said Behm, "and the 
physical layout can'.t be beat.'' 

By Sp4 R.A. Ha'.i.-erkate 

SSgt. Delmar D. Harris 
did not like the M-79 gre­
nade launcher he captured 
from Viet Cong guerillas the 
way it was. So he sawed off 
part of the barrel, · turning 
it into a sidearm. 

HarrIS 1 a t e r . saved his 
platOon from possible anni­
hilation with his improvised 

Sgt. :Maj. ·Defeats 
C<:Jg.ey Rat Thief 

The.··: three-month battle of 
sit;• Maj. Robert Chinn is 
over. r 

For three months Chinn 
bas been waging a private 
war against a nightly visitor 

who has been devouring the 
contents of bis snap- lid candy 
can. 

Chinn suspected a rat and 
for three months he tried 
every available means tQ trap 
the thief - with no su.ccess. 

· y• -~ R d d A better mousetrap was· 
tme e UCe needed. Chinn wrote a com-

In Ratio. n Issue pany in 'New' Jersey, r~quest-
.. ing a high-powered trap . 

.,, Rations will now be issued When the trap arriv~d1 he 
from a single building at the set and baited it with the 
1st· Air Cavalry, cutting the finest c.ration c ~ e d d a r 
ration issue time down to cheese and retired for the 
three hours. night. 

Previously, rations were Morning came and Chinn 
· stacked outdoors and units had his candy - plus a ·12-
completed their daily ration 
pick-up one item at a time inch rat. So ended the three-
which took up to six hours. month ordeal of Sgt. Maj. 

Class I, distributor of all Chinn. 
Cav rations, is operated by Chinn, a member of the 
the 15th Supply and Service 15th s 1 d s · 
Battalion under the s11pervi- upp y an ~ eryice 

weapon. The men flattened them-· He kiilled the four -com--
As the platoon of Com- selves -on the ground. Harris munists who were only 25. 

pany B1 1st ,:Battapon, ' 12t? located the comm~nist bunk- yards . away. , 
Cavalry was., moving -down er,, sighted in with his Harris . said,, "I carry ~an 
a jungle trail near ~ng Son, sawed-off grenade launcher M- l 6 · r i,f le 'too, bq1 ~ my 
automatic weapons fire crash- and blew a -grenade through sawed-off M :::..7,.9 • .., i~ J ~ost 
ed·• in thro1;1gh th~ foliage. a small hole in the structure. effective · in ,tight situatiqns." 

. ~~~~~~~~~~~~~...,-~~~~~ l. . 

Major Wins Sliver ~star' 
(Cont'd [I"Qf!-l. fag~ 1) . the enemy positions, Bagnall would not also hit the frieQdly · 

directly in front of the enemy'. flew the wounded gunn~t tci ' -forces. 
position,. ,draW,ing th~ir fire medical -aid and then return- Bignall flew above' the, .. 
so the woui:iaed · could be ed. to the fighting. enemy bunkers, marking their 
m:oved. . ~ . Because the enemy and po!?_itio!'.15 ~ith grenade~ . . _ ·. 

'His hel~coP;ter tcok sev~n J\1;11erican forces were so close When reinforcements arriv-
hits. ·and his d'~r~unner was. to each other, the enemy pq- ed, Bagnall personally direct- · 
wounded. .\ , · sitions had io be precisely ed them to the critical posi-

After. 'sil«;,n~!pg sc,ver~l of pinpointed so support artillery tionl>. 

T Battalion, says his on 1 y 
sion of Capt. b~lo:ert ' problem now is his sweet- S WIMMING, BOLE-Men of 3rd Bri9adP, ~5th Infantry DivMon and the 1st Air Cav s/iare 
Jones. The new UJ mg was a wat• r ho/1~ u.-ilh Viel11amtse ch1lttre11. The units are part1cipati11g in Operation Per~hing 
built b the 70th Engineers. toothed friends. near Bong .5on. 

~~==-~~.___::--~~~--~~~-
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General Directs CaV Growth 
(Cont'd from Page I) 

·Hawthorne; Nathan Hale; 
Henry Clay; Paul Revere II; 
.and the continuing series of 
operations in Binh Dinh Pro­
v ince called by Cavalrymen 
The Battle of Binh Dinh. , 

In September 1966, after 
spending the summer sending 
h is Cavalrymen throughout 
the cen~ral highlands to keep 

' . \·1 

the enemy off balanee, the 
general m::>ved with the bulk 
of the division into Binh Dinh 
to stay. 

His mission was to clear 
the province of the 3rd North 
Vietnamese Army Division 
and its Viet Cong allies :md 
to help bring the province 
population back under gov­
ernment control. 

A member of the Howze 

Bo1rd which first formulated 
the , airmobile concept, Nor­
ton made full use of the Air 
Cavalry's resources, jumping 
his units from landing zone 
to landing zone throughout 
the pr::,vince. 

He worked cbsely with 
ARVN forces in the efforts 
of Operations T h a y e r I, 
Irving, Thayer II and Persh­
ing in""'8inn Dinh. 

General Norton points out facilities of the Gav's forward command post -to-a.en. Raul D. " 
Freeman, commander of Continental Armq Command, during the latter's recent visit. 

FOR PHAN THIET KIDS ' .. 
J t ~ 

He took over operational 
control of the 3rd Brigade of 
the 25th Infantry Division in 
January for Operation Thayer 
II and Pershing. 

In August the general dis­
patched the 2nd Battalion, 
7th Cavalry to Phan Thiet to 
support the Revolutionary 
Development Program of the 
South Vietnamese government 
in a unique operation. 

Norton was concerned with 
more than just combat opera­
tions during his I I months 
in c0mmand of the Cavalry. 

Camp Raddiff was devel­
oped from a tent city into 
a secure garrison base in the 
field. Buildings replaced tents 
as the "Green Line" perime-­
ter barrier was made impreg­
nable. 

Services available to Caval­
rymen were increased. Camp 
Radcliff now has a tailor shop, 
movie theaters, a recreational 
center, a swimming area 
and athletic fields. A fishing 
lake is being developed. 

He briefed leading govern­
ment and military leaders on 
the concepts and accomplish­
ments of the Air Cavalry • 
Among his visitors were the 
Secretary of Defmse,Secretary 
of the Army, Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff and 
senators and congressmln. 

Norton was decorat~d by 
the South Vietnamese with 
the National Order 5th Cla$s 
and tte Gallantry Cross with 
palm in ceremonies attended 
by Nguyen Cao Ky, prime 
minister of South Vietnam. 

Tolson, a I 937 graduate 
of West Point, is a veteran 
army aviator and paratrooper. 

He has served as Director 
of Army Aviation, Office 
Assistant Chief of Staff for 
Force Development and was 
a co m b a t paratrooper in 
World War II. 

' 

Cavalry Dog 
Unit chapels moved into F• ht J l 

p ermanentbuildings. Ahand- lg S ung e 
some stone chapel w as ,, 

constructed for the division. T Get. Home 
A . training center was CS::"· I 0 

tablished for division replace- · 
ments. Novice Cavalrymen By Sp4 R.A. Haverkate 
learned airmobile skills like 
rapelling before they went 
into combat. A course was set 
up to train combat leaders. 

The general instituted a 
malaria prevention program 
and the number of malaria 
cases declined sharply. 

2/8th's Seago 
To Be ·USARV 
Sgt. Maj. 

A I st Air Cavalry soldier 
has been selected to be 
sergeant major of USARV. 

Sgt. Maj. Benjamin Seago 
was chosen after careful 
scredning of eight sergeants 
major from divisions through­
out Vietnam. 

S~ago served with the 2nd 
Battalion,, 8th Cavalry as 
sergeant major since July 
1966. 

He was accidentally left four 
miles behind by his own men. 

Four hours later he limped 
into bis unit, tired and 
bedraggled, but very much 
alive. 

The hero, Victor Bravo, is 
a dog, but a most rema*­
able dog to the men of Com­
pany B, 1st Battalion, 12th 
Cavalry. For ten months he 
has been their mascot and 
their team mate. 

The dog was captured 
from Viet Cong guerillas as 
a pup, raised by the men 
and trained as a scout dog. 
He soon had the admiration 
of every soldier in the unit. 
Where the men went, Victor 
Bravo went. 

He was deserted when the 
unit was heli-lifted from the 
Kim Son Valley, 25 miles 
north of Qui Nhon, after a 
day's patrol. Everyone assum­
ed he was on one of the 
qioppers. 

Ca\lalrymen· Are 1 Big· ,Brothers' 

Victor Bravo's absence was 
noticed immediately when the 
men unloaded at their forward 
base camp, L-inding Zone 
Pony. Although the loss was 
deeply fel t, there was nothing 
the men could do. "Sir, I've been in Vietnam 

·since November 1965 and 
this is the best afternoon 

::I 've had in the 15 
·months" said Sp4 Carter 
:Butler as he and another 
,member of Company A, 
227th Aviation Battalion 

-were returning fro m a n 

afternoon spent with two 
Vietnamese children in Phan 
Thiet. 

Under the supervision of 
Capt. Schneider, .. ci:v.il affairs .. 
officer for Task Force 2nd 
Battalion, 7th Cavalry, Butler 
and Sp4 James Dickerson 
had volunteered to participate 

in the "big brother" program. 

Capt. Schneider arranged 
with the province officials to 
have members of the task 
force sponsor some of the 
children for an z'afternoon on 
the town" 'in Pihan Thiet. 

Butler, a door gunner and 

Dickerson, an aircraft me­
chanic, sponsored two young 
boys from the Binh An refu­
gee camp. The boys were 
treated to lunch and ice cream 
and returned to their refugee 
camp wearing new .. shirts, 
new shoes and matching 
cowboy hats. 

Victor Bravo, apparently 
by following the sound of the 
artillery, found hls unit four 
hours hter. Panting and his 
tail still wagging, he bad 
found his way home. 
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Radcliff Adding 
Old Fishing Hole 

It'll soon be summertime 1 0 to 1 5 inch catfish with­
and the catfish will be biting out any problem." 
... not just on the Mississippi 
but here at Camp Radcliff's 
Lazy Acres, a fishing lake 
now under construction. 

Lt. Col. Powell D. Mur­
phy, who is developing ~he 
are(!, predicts that the f1~hmg 
and recreation center will be 
officially opened · by April 

' 15th. 
Located near ' Route 70 

just inside the Cav's peri­
meter, the 5-acre· lake has 
not been fished for years, 
·Murphy -said. 

"When the area is com­
pletely developed, there will 
be three boats availab!e free 
to Skytroopers, latrines, bar­
becue ·pits, fishiiilg tackle and 
a PX concession offering 
refreshments, including beer 
and soda," he said. "There 
might be a small charge for 
worms, too." 

The colonel, an avid fisher­
man himself, said that the ,. 
lake was · o n c e known as 
Leech Lake. 

,, And the fish are not just "I don't want anyone to 
hungry," · he added, "they "- tb!nk he can. s w i m there 
are ravenous." · ~itbout crf1'1V}tng away carr~-
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. . · mg leeches f o u r to six Murphy, special assistant . h 1· ,, h · 'd 
d . . . me es ong, e sai • to assistant 1v1s1on com-

AN ALLY- An · ARVN soldier stands guard on his unit's perimeter. Th.e 22nd ARVN Divi­
' sion· is working with the Cavalrµ in Operation Per.shing. (Photo by Sp5 Francis Moffitt) · 

mander-B, said be had been 
waiting for six months to 
develop the area "primarily 
for the benefit of the ·men 
who have been engaged in 
the combat areas for months 
at a time. 

"We have to have some­
thing here where people can 
enjoy themselves when they 
come in from the operational 
areas," he said. He pointed 
out that while the la~e is 
primarily filled with catfish 
now' plans are underway 
with the 1st Cavalry Asso­
ciation to stock the water 
with 5 ,000 bass from the 
states. 

"As it is now," he de­
clared, "anyone who has got 
worms and tackle can catch a 

Green -· Line 
Swept Again 
Bv Marauders 

"Mu r p h y's Marauders" 
swept out of Camp Radcliff 
recent,ly on their second search 
and clear mission •. 

The 2,200 mall force, 
composed of clerks, mecha11fcs 
and technicians, searched out 
two miles around the base 
camp perimeter. 

Named £Or Lt. Col. Powell 
D. Murphy, base development 
officer who organized the 
group's two forays, the 
"Marauders" found some 
TNT, booby traps, duds and 

. a suspected cache area. 
Murphy termed the oper­

ation a success. It added to 
base camp security and prov­
ed that "at that moment, 
Charlie wasn't out there" he 
said. 

"We · made a good hard 
push" Murphy claimed. 

"These men certainly are 
firie troopers," the colonel 
said. 

Cav D;isplaced Villages 
Hardship for civilians is an 

inevitability of any war and 
for rqore than 25 years the 
people of Vietnam have lived 
'with . t~rror, death and 
uprootings. 

Sometimes, though, what 
appears to be a hardship 
turns out to be beneficial. 
In September of 1965, the 
v lllages of An Dan and Tan . 
Tao were situated on what 

I 

was to become the world's 
largest helipad in the center 
of the 1st Air Cavalry Divi­
sion's sprawling base '?mp. 

The village had to be 
ihov.ed; the Air e~y helped. . 

A site outside ,the Cav's . 
perimeter was chosen and 
the 11th Aviation Group was 
assigned the task of assisting 
in the relocation of the Viet­
namese civilians. A disloca-

tion allowance was give.n to 
the villagers and new homes 
were built. But the homes 
only provided a skeleton for 
a vibrant community; much 
still had to be done. 

A pig cooperative was ., 
started with a small herd of 
donated pigs. Recreational 
facilities were built for the 
children. Schools were esta­
blished. A dispensary was 
built. The population swelled 
to 1500. , 

Almost exclusively, they 
have done the work and 
carried out suggested pro­
jects. 

Ceremonies were held 
recently officially designating 
the villages of An Dan and 
Tan, Tao as the single village 

.of Dan Tao. 
Assistant Division · Com­

mander Brig. Gen. George S. 
Blanchard presided at the 
ribbon cutting ceremony 
and praised .the villagers for 
their work. . 

The province chief pre-Construction has started 
on a new high school to 
serve the entire district - a 
$20,000, 12-room, two-story 
structure. The 11th Aviation. 
Group has donated two 

~ousand dollars toward the 
)._'Jause. 

. sented certificates of achieve­
ment to . Col • . Howard I. 
Lukens, 11th Aviation Group 
commander, Capt. Donald 
Alsbro and SSgt. Leon Flet­
cher of the civil affairs team. 

Blanchard presented a cer­
tificate to SSgr. Nguyen Van 
Rep, the Vietnamese inter­

. preter for the civil affairs 
team. 

SKILLED LABOR - Vietnam11se boat 41uilder at Pha!l 
Thief calks plnnk hull. The 2n,d Battaliora, 7th Cavalry 1s 
current!"!! assisting with Re1.9lulionar!l Development at Phan 
Thiel. (Photo by PFC Bruce '/1erland) f 

" 

Although the Cav has 
assisted the people of Dan 
Tao, the real credit goes to 
the people of the village, 

: l 

S - 4 Ingenuity 
Topples -Tue'es 

A chain saw donated for had been h a v in g · ,trouble . 
' a test against the tough teak with its chain saws. 
and mahogany forests of 
South Vietnam ·is "running 
smooth as silk" after three 
months of combat punishment, 
according to Maj. Ed Lang­
bein, 2nd Brigade S-4. 

· Langbein, .reading a maga­
zine, spotted an ad advertis­
ing a chain saw which C9Uld 
slice through I 5 inches of 
the hardest wood m 1 0 
seconds. 

Air assaulting into the 
central highlands' hardwood · . He wrote a)etter to the 
forests requires the quick . firm and asked. for one of 
clearing of areas in which ' the saws to put 1t to a real 
helicopters, filled with com- test. 
bat troops, can land. The major received a reply 

Company B of the 8th· saying that the saw was on 
Engineer Battalion, w h i c h · its way for the test, free of 
supports the 2nd · Brigade, charge. . , 




