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INTRODUCTION

On September 2, 1945, shortly after the Japanese surrender, the Vietnam
Democratic Republio waa proclaimed in Tonkin, Annam, and Cochinchina, three
of the five administrative divisions of French Indochina. The mew-mtate is
inhabited prinocipally by Vietnamese (until them called Annamese), and is
ethnically and linguistically separate from Cambodia and Laos, the other two
divisione, Abroad, eignifioance of the new development was not immadiately
recognized. There had been socme awaremess of the exiatence of nationalist feel-
ing among the indigenous population of Indochina, and some advooacy of & new
status., It was not thought, however, that a vigorous and purpossful nationalist
leadership was ready to demand recognition of "the independence and unity of
Yietnam,™

Within the past four years, the Vietnamese nationalist movement hes
proved to be one of the strongest colonial independence movements of the
postwar period. 1In spite of its importance, little is known about its character
and antecedents, The following is an effort to present such information as is
available about political alignments in Vietnam and to sketoh a frame of reference
within whioh ocurrent developments may be Judged. 1In view of the paucity and thoﬂ

partisan nature of the 8ources, such an interpretation must of nscessity be

tentative .
s

The intrineic strength of Vietnamese nationalism is drawa from a feeling\“—
of identity shared throughout Vietnam by all classes of the population, This
feeling rests on a common pattem of languags, script, literature, religion, art,
customs, soclal ingtitutions, and government evolved over a period of 2,000 years.
Although Vietnamese oiviliration includes many elements absorbed from abroad,
partioularly from China, it is an integrated national heritage, ~

Befors the Frenoh achieved complete oontrol of Indochina in the 1880's,
political awareneass among the broad mass of the population hardly extended beyond

iv
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the village, Autonomous in its intermal affairs, the Vietnamese arricultural
oomnuni ty was tied to the central government only through a oivil servige of
mandarins responaible to an absolute monarch. Even within the village, an
oligarohic system of govermment limjited responsible participation in the local
administration to a minority. Vietnameas institutions fostered sxtreme localism
and discouraged oontaot beyond the village,

The Frenoh system of adainistration and French economic and oultural

influences rapidly destroyed the traditional Pattern of locael isolation and

self-suffioiency. Local efforta to oope with the invader failed. However, the

very disintegration of the old pattern and the opening up of the whole country
to new foreign influences paved the way for the gradual transformation of the
traditional feeling of oultural unity into an intense nationaliam, The present-
day alignments of Vietnamase nationalists reflect the whole range of Vietnamese
politioal efforts to find solutions for the problems that arose in the wake of
French control. 1Inm the ssearch for such solutions, political foroes within the
country responded strongly to the major pelitioal influences that were brought
to bear on Indochina. Ths strength of various political parties in Indochina
fluotuated with the rise and decline of their counterparts abroad. Although

all Indoohinese nationalists shared & common goal -- the end of Frenoh rule —
the means they chose for reaching it not only differentiated then {n ideological
allegiange but also in some instances led to fratrioidal oconfliot,

Open resistance to Frengh rule first came from elements of the mandarinate
that rose in defense of the old order against the new, They were defsated by
superior foroe of arms and then sapped of their remaining strength by the
transfer of their functions to the Frenoh oivil service, The next response reflect.
ed reccgnition of the superior effeotiveness of Western ways. Om the one hand,
there was an adaptation to the conqueror and an effort to reform Vietnamese society
in the French image; on the other, there was a search for aid abroad, The Japaness,

v
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in partioular, seemed to have the formula for meeting the challenge of the Went,
The rise and fall of Japanese imperial ambition was accompanied in Indochina by
a parallel development of politioal groups that majntained contact with and
received monetary aid from Japan, The Chinese nationalist movemant also had ita
repercussione in Indochina, In seoking external bases ror operations in Indo-
china on Chinese soil, in aligning themselves with the various Chinese parties,
and in accepting help from them, the Vietnamese nationalists utilized the con-
tinuing historioal interest of asucoessive Chiness regimes in Indochina,

The deepest imprint on Vietnamese politioal organization was made by the
French party system. This was due in part to the faot that decisions on
colonial policy were matters of internal French Politios and therefore evoked
amony, the educated Vietnamess intense interest in French political alignments,
Eeyond this immediate concern, many Vietnamese became thoroughly imbued with
French political thinking through years of study and residence in France, As
8 result, thome French parties which were amenable to demends for colonial improvOg
ments oalled forth parallel organizations in Indoohina. New elements of
Vietnamese sooiety who prospered under Frenoh ruls developed reform parties that
sought redress for their grievances from the moderate political groups in the
metropolitan oountry.. Similarly, the French Socialist, Communist, and
Irotskyist movements were mirrored in Indochina, & trend atimulated by develop-
ments in the USSR and China. ' Lastly, Freach Catholicliem maintained bonds with
the Catholio minority in Indochina that are reflectad in political groupiﬁgl.
In periods of acute eoonomic distress the activities of these groups were
reinforoed by revolts among the otherwige politically inert peasantry,

These in brief are the main formative influences within Vietnamese
nationalism, They are strongest among the mogt mobile and artioulate olements
of Vietnamese 8oojety: Frenoh-trained Vietnamese administrators, urbani zed
éroups, industrial and plantation laborers, and soldiers with overseas service

vi
RESTRICTED



RESTRICTED
—_——r

in France. But under the stimulus of Vorld War II, indigenous political move-
ments in Indochina reached s level of organizaticnal integration and breadth of
Popular support that permitted operations on a nation-wide acale. The war
provided various groups with opportunitiss ton caﬁiure the leadership of the
nationalist movement. The group that ultimately emerged in the fore was the
Vietnam Independence League, popularly known as the Viet Minh, 1Its principal
organizer and leader was the Communist Ho chi Minh, who became President of the
Vietnam Democratio Republic., His pPersonality and prestige contributed in large
measurse to the maintenance of g broad coalition of diverse political groups be=-
hind his government, Ho's government has recently been challenged by another
established under the aegis of Franoe, with Bao Dai, the prewar and wartime
Emperor of Annem, as Chief of State. In the first four months of its existance,
however, this new regime has not brought about a significant realigment of

\.  pelitical forces within Indochina,
B N

vii
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POLITICAL ALIGNMENTS OF VIETNAMESE NATIONALISTS

I. ORIGIN OF THE NATIONALY ST MOVEMENT, THE ERA OF PLOTS, 1884-1918

A. Geosral Charaoteristios 1

The present-day netionaliast wovement in Vietnam origthated during the last two

by mandarin and monarchical circles in opposition to s French oolonial Policy that
tanded to destroy the traditional forms of govermment. Populer Suppart of these
movements was limited by the Same faotors that had permitted French oonqueat: The
suthoriterian oharacter of the old regime, ity corruptibility, end ity inability to
. moet French military snd politioal power on equsl terms, Eevarthsless, the challenge
presented by French colonization evoked a number of detormined and violent attempts
sgainst the invader,
In Coochinchina, which became a Frenoh colony, the mandarins withdrew before
| the Prench, learing a void that was gradually filled by direot Prench administration.
In the protectorates of Annam and Tonkin, however, the French suocesded in using the
! Dendarins as intermediaries with the population while dnpr:lving them Systematioally
| of their position of leadsrship, Even 80, the French oontinued to oousider the
- mandarineg g reactionary and essontially hostile olags whoss disintegration would
 facilitate the development of a modern sduinietration. They deliberately destroyed
© the prestige of the mandarins by making arbitrary eppointasnts, diloontinutn; the
edugationa) system that emphasited Chinese traditiom, d.urogarding the Vietnamese
. oodes, and :lntroduoing elements of direot edministration by Prench o ficfals through
- the medium of native interpreters. In time, the mandarin olagss L, T oclnplotoly de=-
strayed except for fome omamental survivals st the Imperial Court shose obvious
impotence disoredited them as politioal leadors of & nationglist movement,
Resistance of the traditionalist elements aiq 1ot load to a mase movemsnt ;
againgt the French, but many of the personalitieg involved in the early strugele

becamn log-ndw patriotio figures, Vietnamw se oulture pleges great emphasis on
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formation of seoret sooieties with strong internal disoipline based on adherenoe
to individual leaders, Plots, aesassinations, military imurraotion, guerrilla
warfare, sducational movements, and reoourss +o foreign aid —= got a pPattern that
was utilized subsequently by other nationaliste,

Ry Individual Movementa

The first movement of the mandarin Eroup that resemdled o political party
was the Scholarg? Party (1“_’1.1";‘2 Mlin northern Amam, formed at the time of the
establishment of the French protectorate over Annem end Tonkin in 1883, The
Seholarg! Party was a seoret soolety, It ocomprised the irreconoilahles of the
mandarinate who regarded the imposition of Frenoh rule and oulture ag a barbarie
intrusion into Vietnamese scoiety, Considerable oourt intrigue on their part
oulminated in 1885 in 2 plot by the Emperor Ham Nghi and the regent, Ton that Thuyst,
£Q drive out the F‘ro:mh.2 Uprisings in Amnenm and Tonkin began with &R attaok on the
Frenoch garrison at Hus, Amnam. Tt ook the Fremch four years te quell the movement,
Ham Nghi was exiled in 15!88,3 but other military revolts continued,

0f the many famous military figures who waged war against the French, two
of the most oelebrated were Boang hoa Them® end Phan dinhp Phu:ng.sl Hoang hoa Tham,

better mown as De Tham, “The Tiger of Yon The," was so fooessful {n hig nilitery

(Fis rule lasted until 19135.) Phen dimh Fhung, following the defeat of Hapm Fghi,

raised the banmer of independence under the symbol of imperial restoration, FHig

troops,noted for the modern training they had received, fought the Frenoh in Ha

Tioh Province in Dorthern Annam from 1893 to 1896. Phan bot Chau, later one of the

most fanmcus Vietnanese national:lltn, bogan his politioal activition ag o supporter
RESTRICTED
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of Phan dinh Phung.

In the end, the Frenoh were successful in their cempaigns of paoification,
Vany of the r ehellious mandarins were forced to seek refuge in southern China, whieh
beoame & center for emigrant Vietnamese notionalists, In 1902, Phan boi Chau
wont to China in the hepe of soliciting aid from the Jmigrtf Vietnamese and the
Chinese Government. He traveled extensively and received sympathetio hearing but
little materiel aid. He also visited Japan and there laid the basis for the oreation
of an overseas training center for Vietnamese revolutioniata.l From China and
Japan, Fhan boi Chau addressed poetio appeals to his compatriots in Indoohina,
These messages, the best known of whioh is the "Overseas Letter Written in Blood,*
struck a sympathetio ohord in many young intalleotuals.z

Japan’s viotory over Russie in 1505 had an important effeot on Vietnamese
political developments., It enoouraged many of the educated leaders to seek through
the modernization of Vietnamese 1ife a road to sucoess over their Western oppressor,
Franos. This changed attitude opened the way for Western as well as Chinese and e
Japanese influences, Two perallel phenomena developed, One oonsisted of oonupj..ratorial
aotivity with foreign support, cemtered in the secret sooiety known as the Vietnam

Modernizetion Leagus (Vietnanm Duy Tan Hoi), formped in 1504 by Fhan boi C.hau.s The

other was the oreation of the ™Tonkin Free Sohool™ (Dong Kinh Nghia 'l'huo)" movement

to eduoate the people of Vietnam through the establighment of a series of free
schools for higher eduoation. This second tendenoy reflected modern French influenoce
within the traditional leadership.

Phan boi Chau returnsd to Indoohina in 1905 to raise funds to send young
nationaliats to Japan for training. In January 1506, he lef't for voluntary exile in
Japen with the first oontingent of Vietnamese students » Smong whom was the young
Prinee Nguyen Cuong Dc.v.6 These students aotively sought Japenese aid for the purpose
of freeing their oountry from the Frenoh and installing the prince on the throne
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the opening of the "Tonkin Free Sohool™ at Hanoi in 1907, . leading role in this
venture was Played by Phan ohy 'l'rinh,za famous Vietnamess soholar trained in hoth
the Chiness eand Yrenoh ways of thinking. The sohool ovoked considersbls popular
support and snooureged a mags movement whose Supnorters were known ss the "Haire
Catters” (R‘E'.E Bao) beocause they sought ¢o modernize the oulture of the Vietnamene
by disoarding old=fashioned customs suoh as wearing of & queue. Both mowements
Wore brought under Frenoh interdiot in 1908 during a perioq of general revolutionar
upheaval in Indoohina, The 8ohool was olomed op the ground that 1t was & center
of subvergive Gotivity and the "Hair-Cutters" Were suppressed by military aotiop
when they developed a Program of sogial reform that oalled, among othar things, for
reduotion of tu‘u.s Fhan ohu Trinh was deported to F‘rlnoo.‘ In extle, he beoeme
the teacher and leader of meny young Vietnamese students in Pari,, The young
radloal Nguyen ai Quoo,later imown as Ho-ohi Hin.h: the first President of the

deolined steadily in importance. The wealness of the oourt was shown in 1907 by

oontinued 1ts olandestine aotivity withip tHe oountry and maintained liaigon with
énigrd groups in Giina and Japan, 1n 1908, a series of Tovelutionary disturbances
%sourred throughout Annsx and Tonkin, The movement wag Joined by Hoang hoa Tham,

R - ~—l e — e
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*the Tiger of Yen The," who was impliocated in & plot to polson the Frenoh garrison
at Hanol in June 1908.:l The rebellion was suppressed by the Frenoh authorities.
Expeoted aid from Sun Yat-sen and southem Chinese did not materialice,” Hoang

hoa Tham was finally killed in 1914.3 .

3inoe Coohinochina was a oolony rather than a protootorato, the nationaliat
movement took a different form there. The oxistence of a greater degres of freeadom of
the press led to publioity for many of the Vietnamese Erievances and brought certain
improvements, There was less reliance on force on the part of both the Frenoh
and the Vietnamese. The nationalistsmesked their clandestine motivities by oreating
hnetwork of commerocial enterprises. The famous Gilbert Chieu oonspiracy was discovered
JAn the aourse of Frenoch investigation of this movement, whioch the French regarded
‘s 1ittle more than a menifestation of Japanese esplonage activities:

; "With Gilvert Chieu, nationalism was of Chinese intelleotual chareoter,

! olearly xenophobio, oreated by former scholars whose oareers as "professors

‘ of Chinese oharaoters™ has been wreoked by the French Sohools, and, what
was worse in their eyes, whose soolal prestige was ruined, Gilbert Chieu
has the arrogance of these first xenophobes, intelleotual half=breeds,
wraoked by hate,

"Although he spoke and wrote French - nothing more -- he had retained the
inprint of his original Chinese education, This made him all the more
dangerous to Prench influence, becuuee he utilirzed the 1ink oreated by
character writing to assure himself of the support of the soholars who had
been supplanted by the operation of our soclal system. FHe entered into
relations with secrat Chinese sooieties and maintained oconteots of a olearly
intelligence ocharacter with Japanese agents. The latter then developed
around Saigon, in retaliatien against our alliance with Russia, a network
of brothels where the oharms of Japanese waltresses, trained for esplonage,
gerved as balt for eur Buropean non-ocormissioned officers who woere thus

"Gi1bert Chieufs Program was sumed up in the formula: Drive the French
out of Indoohina. His sotivities - filled with hatred for us == happily
were unmasked in time, not so much for the benefit of French peace, as in
the interest of the legitimate aspirations of the Amnamese people and of the
possibilities of collaboration with them. The undertaking was 1iquidated
by a long oriminal aotien, diffuse and oomplicated by inoidents involving
the Japanege Government., To sum up, the mountain delivered a mOUse 4. Not
sven that, beocsuse in order to oalm Japanese apprehensions, all ¢he eonspirators,
headed by Gilbert Chieu, benefitted from a nolle prosequi ordinance, motivated,
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one mipht say -- although it mey ocause embarrassment to tha distinguished

magistrate (M. Guy de {erriercu) -= by requirements of a diplomatio rather

then judioial nature.™

Although the prooeedings were quashed, the disclosures made in the courss of
the trial resultad in the expulsion of the Vietnamese students from Japen in 1509,
The osnter for naticnalist activities shifted to southern China, Yany of the student
' 2

formerly in Japan now enrolled in the Chinese militery academy at Pao-t'ing. A
unified leadership for nationalist sgitation in Indochina was reconstituted at Cantor

in 1912, when Phen boi Chau formed the Vietnam Restoration League (Viet Nam Phuc

Quoc Minh Hoi}s and proolaimed a Provisional Ooverrment of the Republio of Annam.‘

The Vietnsmese leaders, many of whom had been sentenced to prison terms after the
unsucoessful movement in 1908, continued their work under its segis both in prieon
and in exile, 5

The Vietnem Restoration League was involved in insurreotiomary attempts in
1913,s and various further attempts to overthrow Frenoh rule, with and without
the partioipation of the League, were made during World War I, None of them found
a mass following, however, and all were easily suppressed by the French militery.
Tho Emperor Duy Tan was extled in 1916, ! Sinoe then the name of the Vietnam
Restoration League has bsen oonneoted with every major political upheaval in Indochim
Several later nationalist proups have traced their origin to it. It still represents
elements of the oonservative mandarin=-royalist group, and Prince Cuong De ocontinues
as 1ts titular head.® Aotive leadership of the nationalist novement, howsver, was

assumed by other groups soon after World War 1.

» 3ee below, pp. 50 ff,

RESTRICTED
i




-T -

RESTRICTHD

II, NATIONALIST NOVEMENTS, 1918-41

A, General Charaoterhtioul

During the period between the two world wers, the Vietnemese nationalist
movement underwent great changes in charaster, Its prineipal souroe of strength
was popular dipsatisfaction with Frenoh rule rather than the hostility of the old
regime to the Fremch. Tn its political aims, it wae oriented no longer tosard i
the restoration of vietnam's traditional jpstitutions but toward establishment of
a modern state along Western lines. Leadership osme snoreasingly from the Frenoh=
trained intelleotuels rather than from the mandarinate,

World Nar I itself had & profound effeot on Vietnamese nationalism. Some
100,000 Vietnemese were shipped to Franoe %o aid the war effort. Many of them
returned fired with the desire to transform their own country in the light of
their newly aoquired ¥estern knowledge and determinad to achieve the standarde
of demcoracy and gel f-govermment that they had seen applied in Franoe. Thelr
pxperience in France, and the impact of the Russisn Revolution of 1917, further
scquainted the Vietnemese nationalists with Seolalism and Communism, whose oriticisa
of oolonial polioy supplied them with ideologloal weapons.

Immediately following World War I, thera was a marked upsurge of democratio
jdeas in Indochina. Concepts of freedom of the prees, assembly, and assoolation
gainsd currency. Vietnamese nationallets demanded a brosdening of the educational
aystem, provisien for large-scals admlselon of Vietnamese into governmental administration,
extension of the franchise, sooclal legislation, and rights equal to those of the
Frenmoh in Indochina, Under the Governor Generalshipe of Albert Serraut (19].'7-20)2
and ¥aurioce Long (1920-22)? modifications were made in the govermmental structure
that provided for a gemblance of pative representetion. These reforms stirmuleted
the appetite of the Vietnemese for further rights,

The logal basis of censorship and other forms of political oontrol in
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Tndochina lay in the authority vested by the French Parliament and ministerisl
decrees in the Govermor General of the Indoohiness Federation end in the govermors
of the five states of Indoohina, There weas no ssparation of legielative and
administrative funotions in Indochina, and the ordinances thet relatad to press
oontrol and politioal assooiation were ohenged in agoordance with sdminiatrative
needs and polioiss. TNewspapers were suppressad aven if they had oomplied with all
requirements known at the time of publieation, inoluding pre-ocensorship, There was
no effeotive reccurse against acts of the administration. The guarantees of’
individual liberties oontained in the Fremoh Constitution were interpretad by the
French courts as not applying in Indoohina,

The French suthorities permitted more freedom in the direotly adminiatered
oolony of Coohinchina than in the proteotorates of Annem and Tonkin. In 1923,
the Constitutionalist Parby,- the first of saveral moderats reform parties, was
legally established in Coohinohina.l A native press appeared, The years 1924-25
were the high point of the Fremoh reform movement, Fowever, underground student
and revoelutionary societies also developed, as did an 1llegal press.

Nationalist activity during the 1920's oentered around several cutstanding
ovents, In 1924 a Vietnamese student in Canton, Pham hong 'I'hai,z unsucoessfully
tried to Kill Governor Gensral Martial Merlin when he visited there., FPham hong
Thai, who apparently asoted on hils own initiative, lost his 1ife in the attempt
and subsequently became a Vietnamese national hero. In June 1925 Phan boil Qun"
was arrested by the Frenoh police in the French oconoessaiom in Shanghai. Kil‘ senteno
to death on November 235, 1925 touched off a series of protest meetings and

3
demonstrations,  Further nationalist agitation acoompanied memorial services for

+ See below, pp. 12 ff,
as Ses above, pp. 3 f£f.
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FPhan Chu 'l'rinh,' who had returned to Indoohina and died at Salgon, Maroh 24, 1926,
Sohool strikes and manifestoss made their appearanocs, The reforms demended by even
+he moderate nationalists went far beyond the plana of the solonial administration,
and, with the removal of the liheral Governor Alexandre Varenne in March 1927, the
reform parties were temporarily eclipsed.

The nationalists who had partioipated in the reform movements turned else-
where, In Cochinchina, & strong religious movement called Cao-Daism"emergod.
In Tonkin and Annem, revolutionary natlonalist partles began to grow, as did the
Communist movement. While the movemsnt toward religion was essentially a turning
away from politioal action, the revolutionary movement was a direot oontinuation
of the reform movements with altermative methods. In 1929, as a result of the
impaot of the world soonomlo depression on Indochina, a wave of discontent, dirscted
sgainst the French administrrtion, swept Indoohina, In 1930, rewvolutionary groups
led by the Vistnam Nationalist Party made a bhld for pewer in the now famous Yen

"nw
Bay rebsllion, This was follownd by the setting up of “soviets™ among the peasants

of Nghe in and Ha Tinh Provinoces (Annem) by the Indochinese Communist Party.™
These insurgent movements were completely suppressed by the Frenoch, and the olandestines
leadership of both parties went into exile in South China end Thaileand,.

AS & result of the olash betwasen the revolutionary nationallats and the —
Fronoh during the perlod 1930-32, the remaining reformist politloians were alao
placed in a difficult position, Many of the mor'e radiocal nationalists came to regard
them as traitora, Popular feeling turned inoressingly against oompromise wlth

the Frenoh, With the defeat of the Insurrectlonary movement, the reform movement,

too, deolilned.

» §o0e above, p. 4.

»s Jee below, pp. 14 ff,
sssdeo below, pp. 24 ff.
ssss See below, pp. 36 ff,
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In 1933, the disorganized nationalist movement reformed its ranks by
oonstituting an organigation known as "The Strugple™ (1_.6. M) group.' The !
membership of this organization embraoced 5oclalists, Cormunista, snd Trotskylsts who, -
taking advantage of the relatively 1ibersl Frenoh press lawe in Cochinchina, published
a Saigon newspaper in French oalled La Lutte. This legal cover for the underground
movement provided it with an opportunity to partiolpate in the May 1933 eleotions
for the Saigon munloipal ooumsil.1 The movement suocceedsd in elacting tws of 1ts
leaders, 1Its suocess in the sleotlons indioated that publio interest was centered
not on matters of looal administration but on 1ssues of general politioal and economio
reforms The moderate groups had been greatly weskened in personnel and oonviction
during the immadiately preceding pericd of persecution of the nationalist movement,

Although methods of represalon applied by the oolonial administration were
successful, they aroused oritioism in the metropolitan cowntry snd ebread. By 1935,
there was & oorresponding liberalization of the administrative regime, The pressure
of the newly formsd Popular Front in Franoe contributed to this prooess. “The
Struggle" group developed oonsiderable popular support. The nationallsts who came to
the fore were those who had been most suocessful in olendsstine operations and now
benofited fram the prestige of the Fopular Front. They ocampaigned on issues on which
the Frenoh administration was not prepared to make oconcessions. Strikes snd labor
agitation mltiplied.

Following the viotory of the Popular Front in the elections of 1936 in
metropolitan France, & French parliamentary ocommission visited Indochina to determine
the reasons for the periedio turmoil and unrest and reocmmended reformation of the
colonial regime, but its report had little effect,

With the oollapse of the Popular Front government in Trance in 1938, the

colonial administration regainsd its freedom of action against the nationalista.

» See below, pp. 38 ff.
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The danger of Japaness expansion end the outbreak of World War II led to renewed

suppression of the Communists and revolutionary nationalists, many of whom has exposed
themselves during the period of legality.

Following the German defeat of Franoe, olandestine nationalist aotlivities
inoreased. Some groups besgan to lean toward the Japanese, whose prowing influence
and power were belng felt as Frenoh prestige suffered. Thls trend was, however, not
exploited by the Japanese, who, af'ter their invasion of Indoohina in September 1940,
oame to a politioal agreement with the Viochy-Frenoh administration. Abortive nationalist
revolts took place at Dong Dang on the Chinese border; at Bac Son, north of Langson
on the Chiness border; in Coohinohina; and at Do Luong, Nghe an Province, Amnam,
These movements were liquidated by French troops without Japanese interference, and,
ae a result, some of the militant nationallsts adopted a strongly enti-Japanese attitude.
The center of the nationalist movement agaln shifted ebroad to South Thina, where
the groups in exile began the painful process of reoonstituting their organizations
for readiness in the event of an Allied viotory. The organizetions formed before
World War II provided the training ground for the leadership of the natlionalist
movemant that assumed power in the perlod following the fall of Japan, and these
organications form the basis of the parties and groups that dominate ths Indoohinese \

i

political scene today,.

B, Individual Movements

v

1. Reform Parties, The development of reform parties was charaoctsristio of the

period immediately following the end of World War I in Indochina, These partles
aochieved their greatest strength in Coohinchina, where the French administration
parmitted a greater degree of freedom of politioal orgenication than elsewhers in
Indochina, Their inebility to wrest signifioant reforms from the Frenoh allowed
them 1ittle room for growth and dewvelopment, however, end they were unable to compete
with the emergent revolutionary nationalist parties.
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8. The Constitutionalist Porty. The Conatitutionalist Party, formed inm

11923, was the first legal politioal organization to be formed in Indoohina, Tte
praninent leaders were Nguyon phan Long, a former funotionary in the Frenoh
adminiastretion; Duong ven Gimo, a Saigon lawyer; and Bul quang Chisu, a profeanor
and eduoator. This party attempted, within the framowork of French sovereignty in
Indoohina, to mitigate some of the more illiberal aspects of Prench rule, I%
oampaigned for Frenoh oitirenship, equality before the law, ths transformotion of
the Colonlal Counocils into genuine legislative bodles, aprioultursl oradit %o
improve the lct of the peasant, and other moderate reforms. The whole programwas
placed by its sponsors within a oontext of Frenoh-Vietnamene politionl acllaboratiom,
whioh alone, they declared oould guarantee France's remaining in Indochina; eny
other oourse would abet revolutionary attempts to oust the Frenoh oompletaly from
Indoohina.l

The Constitutionalist Party gained somes influence in Coohinohine emong
intelleotuals, the wealthier Vietnamese landownori. snd povernment offiolals,

Tt waged a partiocularly successful oampaign apalnst a proposal to turn the port
of Saigon over to a finanoial consortium that would operate it as a monopoly.
In 1925, the party was suceosessiul in elaoting a bloo of i%ts osndidatas to the
Colonial CUunoil.2 The Frenoch oolenial authorities tolerated the movenent,
partioularly since it managed to establish some conneotions with liberal forces
in metropolitan France.

When the reform movement was not susoessful in realizing its major objeatives
and the administration falled to aot on its program, however, a nunber of its
adhsrents ¢ave up the politicel struggle and turned to the new religlon, Cao-
Dainm.. Qthers found their way into the olandestine revolutionary groups.

After 1934, the Conestitutionalist Party regained a oertain smownt of

influenoce. It participated in the eleotoral struggles for the munieipal counoil

» 8es below, pp. 14 £f.,
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of Saigcn, Cochinchina, But it never achlieved any renl moasure of suocess, aince
by then the aoctivities of the legal organizations of the revolutionary movement far

polipsad its aotivities, With the advent of World War II, a number of ita followers,
sensing the innreasing influence of Japan in Indoochina, helped form a new

revolutionary nationalist party, the Vietnam Revolutionary Party,'a.nd the Constitutionalist

Farty disappearcd from the politioal scene.

b, The Vietnam Paople's Progressive Party, A movement parallel to the

Constitutionalist Party developed in Annem, where Pham Quynh, an influential manderin,
sponsored the oreation of a moderate party that attempted to mchieve legal status
under the Frenoh administration. The party attraocted the mm e modernte elements

of the claendestine revolutionary nationalist organizetions. In September 1926,

the party was formally launshed under the name of the Vietnam Peopie's Progressive
Party (Viet Nam Tan Bo Dan Hol). Its program was similar to that of the Constitutiomalist
Party, but atterpted unity negotiations failed, Tts membership was confined for

the most part to Tonkin and Annem, sinoce in Cochinchina it had a direot oompetitor

in the Constitutionalist Party. The French suthorities refused to recognize the
party as & legal organication, and, as a result, scme of 1ts members turned to
ocllaboretion with the oclandestine nationalist movemant. The othsra remained wotive
in various oculturel end literary aotivities as well as in lesser adminiastrative

posts of the oivil aervioe.l

0. The Demooratis Party. In 19837, Trinh dinh Thao, an influential Saigen

laywor, founded another reform party in Cochinohina, the Democoratio Party. One of .
itq leaders was Dr, Nguyen van Thinh, who became, in 1946, the first president of
the Preroh~sponsored Republioc of Cochinohina, Apparently an important factor in
the party's organirzation was Thao's oonneotior with the Cao-Daist Pops, Pham cong

Tac, Little is known of the speoifio progrem of this group other than that it

¢ 3e» below, pp. 4P fr.
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favored a daminion-type status for Indochina. The party partloipated in the
elsotions in Saigon in 1937, It was the forerunner of the Indochlness Demooratic

L
Party, whioh emerged after the war in Cochlnochina.

ds The Socialist Party, It appeara that no separate Soclallast organlzation

exlsted among the Vietnamese in the perlod hetween World War I and World War II.
HEowever, there wse a branch of the Frenoh Scoialist Party in Indoohlna. This
organitation, Xnown es the Coohlinohina=Cambodlia Soolalist Federation, embreaced
Vistnamese, & number of whom aoquired Frenoh oitizenship, ss well as Frenoch gltiren
Tt was recognired by the direoting oommittee of the Frenoh Sooialiat Party in
1936.2 It establighed a small membership in Hanol as well as in Saigon. The Socoiall
organiration attempted to ameliorate the colonlal regime in Indochina, It favored
extension of the metropolitan regime to Indochina and a polioy of PrenchaVietnsmsse
assoolation, Some of 1lts Vietnamese members became well known individually, but
as a party 1t did not beoome an important fastor in Vietnamese politioal lifo.3

2, Cao=Dalsme In the lnter-war perlod, the RBuddhlat, Cathollo, and Proteatant
religious oommunitles in Tndoohina were not represented by corresponding political
groups., The only religious group to develop its own political influence ms the
newly emergent Cao-Daist religion. Cao=Daism is a religious-aoccial movement and
not primarily a political party, However, its leaders and followers have been
active in Vietnamese political life and exeroise considerable influonco.4

During the early 1920's Cao Dai (Supreme Palase, High Altar) was revealed
to Cochinchinese spiritualiasts in the oourse of thelr seances. The Cao-Daist
religlon was formally organized in 1926.5 by Is van Trung, & Coochinchinsse noteble,
. Its elaborate dogma ocombines elements of the prinoclpal religione practioced in

Indoohina, i,e., Buddhism, Confuolanism, Christianity, spirit worehip, ancestor

= Bes below, pp. 136 £f.
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worship, and Taolem. Its organization resembles that of the Catholio Churohj the
 ghisf of the Tay-Ninh seoct of the Caoc=Daists is callaed the Pope. Important founders
of the religion, besides Lo van Trung, were Nguyen ngoo Tuong, Le kim Ty, end Pham
oong Tea, the present Pope.

From its birth, Cao=Daiam found among the Cochinchinese intelleotuals, and
pag‘ticul&rly among the disappointed nationalists, a favorable ground for its
development. A great mumher of govermment offieials, students, and lendowners
embraced the temching of the new religion. The new religion == half anocestral, half
Furopoan == appealed to the uneducated and sssentially superstitious maess, who,
amazed by the magio of spiritism and enoocuraged by disoriented nationalists, and
mors often by self-seeking dignitaries, hastoned to join,

Ags was to be expected, the movement oame under sharp sorutiny by the Frenoh
authorities, who suspeoted it of sorﬁng as a oover for subversive nationalist
aotivity., It also enoountered strong opposition from the Catholio Churoh, whioh
viewad with alarm this "religion of Satan."™ In Coohinchina, the movement quiockly
mushrocmed in size and power and aoqﬁirud over a million followers. Its spread into o
Annem and Cambodia was prohibited by the French authoritiea.l

Toward the end of 1933, a sohism ocoocurred within the Cao=Daist roligion.z
Under the leadership of Pham oong Tao, e seoret seot known es the Pham Mon was built,
whioh tended toward politioal-zooial antivity.s With the death of Pope Lo van Trung
in 1936, & full-fledged struggle for leadership broke out in the renks of the
leading hierarohy of the churoh. FPheam oong Tao seized oontrol of the osntral temple
at Tay Ninh and ins%ailed himselt' as “interim Pope." The Cao-Daists split into a
mumber of distinot seots, the most influentiel of whieh was the Tay Ninh seot.
Prominent individuals assooiated with the Tay Ninh e eot were Trinh dinh Thec
(Dsmogratio Party) and Duong van Giao {Conatitutionalist Party), Support by thess
men indicates that this eeot had intimate relations with the reform parties in
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Coohinohinn-l

Another important seot was the Ben Tre Seo%, which had influence in the two

_ﬁrovincen‘of Ren Tre and Tra Vinh, and the ohief of whioh weg ¥puyen nroo Tuong
(brother-in-lew of Rui Quang Chiou, & leader of the Constitutionalirt Farty).

A third sect, the Tien Thien seot, had its oentral seat at Hoa Rinh. Tts chief wes
Le kim Ty, one of C;o-Dnium'a founders, Among the prominent members of this sect
was Nguyen van Tai, who attempted to establish oonneotions with the exiled Prince
Cuong De in Japan in 1940 end was sentenced to five years in jail, Another member
involved in pro-Japanese aotivity was Nguyen ba Tong, who fled to Japan end beoams
ons of Prince Cuong De's bodyguards. A fourth s ect, the Lien Hoe sect, had as its
principal promoter Nguyen phan Long, & well-known leader of the Constitutionaliat
Party. Ite ocentral seat was located at Cau Fho. The Lien Foa sect was the only
Cac-Daist group that had a propaganda orgen; this organ was entitled EZElEEEﬁleﬂéﬁi
(2225_2122). A number of other smaller secots Were soattered throughout Coohinohina,

The Cac-Daist movement was to beocome extremely powerful in Vietnamese

politiocal life after Japan's entry into Indoohina in 1940, From 1834 to 1v¥4l, the
Cac=-Daists maintained seoret relations with the Japanese., #Aware of this relation-
ship, the Frenoh colonial authorities deported Pham song Tao to Madagesoar when the
Japanese entered Indoohina. This did not, however, prevent the Japanese from using
the Cao=Dalst movement as a cover for promotion of the "greater East Aslia Co=
Prosperity Sphera."z

; -~ 3, Revolutionary Nationalist Parties, The revolutionary group among the Vietname

;nationaliats consisted in the mein of younger elemonts who despaired of reforming
the Frenoh administration and adopted as their goal the foroible liquidation of
French rule. Revolutienary ideas found ready acoeptance in the lower ranks of the
offioialdom and among students, intelleotuals, end the numerically small laboring
olaas,
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a. The New Vietnam Revolutionary Party. The first of the reveluticnary

nationalict parties that emerged in the period between the two wars was en organiratiem

1
later known as the New Vietnam Revolutionary Party (Tan Viet Cach Menh Dang).

Tts origin can be traced to the Vietnam Restoration league (Viet Nam Phuc Guoo Long

1:_12}1_1{_0_1_) of Phan boi Chau and Prince Cuong De, popularly known as the Phuo Vie't‘..‘r
Tt ia of particular interest beonuse it was the mewting ground of a wide variety
of nationalists renging froem reformiste to Communists end the scene of unending
quarrels between these elemants up to the time of its dissolution in 1930.

Following the unsuoceseful insurreoction of 1913, the Vietnam Reatoration
League was primarily an asscoiation of older-generation politicsal prisoners end exiled
individuals favoring the restoration of Prince Cuong Do.-. It was not until July 1526
that a group of young men met in Ben Thuy and reformed the organization within
Indochina, Devoid of real political acumen but apresd on the major alm of independence
for Vietnam through revolutionary sction, they resolved to e stehlish contaot with
émigrés in Theiland end China to formulate a program of ectivities, An emissary to
Thailand found the Vietnamese residents there disinolined to engage in politiocal
activity. Subsequent effort in Canton, Chine, was more suooceseful, and the
organitation's repreasentative esteblished liaison with what was then a lively
funotioning oenter of émigrd aotivity looking to the oreation of revolutionary
organirations in Indoochina,.

In March 1926, the Vietnam Restoration Lesgue changed the abbreviation of
its neme from Phuo Viet to Hung Namz and modified its progrem by abandoning the
evowedly revolutionary monarchical prineiples of the Phue Viet, Its new program
oalled fors

1. Independence, to be ashleved by peaceful revolution,

2. Republicen principles, to be supplementsd by Communist theorles when
these theories would be practioed by the great poweras,

. Soo above, p. 6.
s+ Goe belaw, p. 60.
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3. The moral, intelleotual, and economlo reswakening of Indochina:

8. Moral: Profound reforms in family and communal orgenization to
oombat superstition and vice.

%Y. Intellectunl: New studies and the croation of now sohoole;
the tranalation and publioation of hooka and papers.

6. Eoconomio: Commeroiasl, industrial, and apriculturel development
through the creation of large Vietnamese oormerciel and
industrisl scoieties and the ocultivation of unoultivated lend.

4. Perty reorgenization, comprieing the setting up of & secretariat,
finanolial seotion, propaganda seotion, instruotion seotlon, inspect
seotion, and ocommission seotion.

6. Elementary military training for all party members. The program
stipulated, however, that military force was to be employed to
achieve independence only after all other means had failed of suooces

The envoy who had made oontaot with the existing émigre center in Canten
returned in 1926, By this time he, as well es other membters of the orgsnization,
had been won to support of the émigre Communist-directed Vietnam Revolutionery Youth

Leagus (Viet Nam Cach Menh Thanh Nien Hoi)‘ and was anxious to fuse the two orgenipa

_After disoussion, the name of the Hung Nam wes provisionelly chenged to the Vietnam

1
Revolutionary Party (Viet Nem Cach Mamh Deng) to facilitate this ection.

The moderate members of the Vietnam Revolutionary Party were not happy with
the orientat;on toward the Comunist-direoted youth organieetion, When the movement
of "Progressives” headed by Pham Quynh appealed for support,‘- many of them becams
immediate partisans of the new organization, only to have thelr hopes dashed by its
failure to win favorsble recognition from the Frenoch. The remaining members of the
Vietnam Revclutionary Party decided to continue btuilding thelir own "revolutionary
party.®™ The name Vietnam Restoration League (5225_525) was definitely dropped,
and the organizetion moved steadily to the left.

By 1927, the Vietnsm Revolutionary Party began to lock for allies, In

April 1927, fusion was attempted with the New Vietnam Party (Tan Viet Deng), ‘e

* See below, pp. 30, ff.
»» See above, p. 13.
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minor politiaal group in Annam, whioh nmumbored some 60 memhers, The Tusion was
partislly guccessful and some new membere weore won. When, in July 1927, the Canton
é’migro' committee made renewed efforts to persunde the Vietnam Revolutionary Perty to
merge with the Vietnem Revolutionary Youth Lms\gue,l‘I the responae was favorahle, Aotual
negotiations started soon thereafter,

To facilitate fusion, the Vietnam Revolutionary Party acoepted the program of '

the Vietnam Revolutionary Youth lLeague and formally adopted a new nesme, Vietnam

Revolutionary League (Viet Nem Cach Memh DNong Chi Hoi)e ‘™he stetutes of the

organization were olearly Communist, oalling for natiomsl end world revolution.
The party structure was patterned after the oell struoture of Communiet organi;‘ntiunu./;
This program, however, belied the true state of affairs within the newly fermed
Vietnam Revolutionary league. A oconsiderable numter of the members were not
inelined to ecospt their newly found Communist allies. Aggravated by personal and
political differences, the fudion negotimtions foundered. 4 period of taotioal
shifts and feints began in whioh the Vietnam Revolutionary lLeapue or "Party of the
Interior" vied with the Vietnam Revolutionmary Youth Leapue or “Emigre Party* for
support and adherents,

The active influence of the Vietnam Bevolutionary League was oonfined to
Annam. The bulk of its membership of 160 to 200 were petty funotionaries within
the administration. Since the organirzation had soant success in winning adherents
in Tonkin, whers the Communist-direoted Vietnam Revolutionary Youth League and the
Vietnam Nationelist Part-y" woere the ocenters of attraotion for young nationalists,
the Vietnam Revolutionary league deoided to mend apents to Coohinchina in an attempt
to reoruit adherents.

In Pebruary 1928, e meeting of the Central Cormittee revealed that the perty

« See below, pp. 30 If.
s+ See below, pp. 21 ff.
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was steadily loaing ground to the Vietnam Revolutlonary Youth Laapue. Agente in
Coshinchina reported the existenoe of a rival nationalist associstion led by Wguyen
an Ninh' and were oammissioned to prepare & definitive report on it. In the
interim new efforts to contect the emigre ocenter in Canton were authorized to facil
fusion: The reply wes a stunning blow to the leaders of the Vietnam Revolutionary
League. They were urged to liquidate their organization and {oin the Viatnanm
Ravolutionary Youth Leapue. In July 1928, s oconvention was held o reorganiie

the woakened Vietnem Revoluticnary League, At this convention, its name was

ohanged tc the New Vietnam Revolutionary Party (Tan Viet Cach Yenh Nang). The

oonvention wes not disposed to take any sotion desipgned to link the party's deatiny
with thet of other organizations beoause of continuing difficulties with the Vietna
Revolutionary Youth leagus. It turned down proposals for fusion with the Fguyen

an Ninh Asscoiation in Coochinchina and the Vietnam Nationalist Party.. in Tonkin

in favor of a general policy of observing the development of other partiea, looking
neither to alliance nor to combat with them.

The New Vietnam Revolutionary Party farad badly, Leftewxing members continued
to desert to the Vietnam Revolutionary Youth Leaguse, e process that reinforced the
more oounservative leadership in control of the orgenization, A meeting in February
1929 witnessed another reorganization of the aslready weakened perty and the adoption
of & new program thet tossed overboard the Communist-inspired doctrine trat had been
officially adopﬁed during the fusion negotietions. Thie sotion was a preluds to
virtual dissolution. As & result of polioe‘uuppression in 1930 and the deae;tion
of members who formed a sepurate Communist group oalled the Indoohina Communist

Alliance (Dong Duong Cong San Lien Doan)”** preliminery to fusing with the Indow

« See below, p. 33.
*» See below, pp. 21 ff,
*#s See below, p. 33,
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ohinese Communist Party, the new Vietnam Revolutionary Party was completely

¢

disorganized by 1930,
b. The Vietnam Nationaliat Party (See appended chart of history of the party.)

i. In Indochina, The Vietnam Nationalist Party (Viet Nam Qucc Dan Dang)l

is the most significunt non-Communist revolutionary nationalist orpgeniration that
emarged in the 1920's. It, too, traced lte origin to the teaohingeof Phan bol Chau
and to the student movement that developed at the end of World War I. It refleoted
the impaot of Chinese oculture on Vietnamese life as expressed in the dootrines of

Sun Yat-sen and maintained throughout the years links with Kuomintang elements in
China, This tie with China sustained the organization through many diffiocult periods
and permitted it to survive while the New Vietnam Revolutionary Party sucoumbed

under the combined blows of police repression and Communist attrition.

At the outset, the differences between the Vietnam Nationalist Party and
the New Vlietnam Revolutionary Party were not very great.- An obstacle to unity was
the partioularist charaoter of the two organizations brought about by regional
differences in temperament and outlooks The Vietnam Nationalist Party's strength
lay primerily in Tonkin, that of the New Vietnam Revolutionary Party in Annem, The
issue of Communism was the bar on whish unity foundersd,

The Vietnam Nationalist Party was formed in November 1927 by a group of
young intelleotuals. The gouund work for this undertaking hed been laid by the
organization of a politloal-oommerclial publishing venture named the "Annamese Library"
(1’;5‘2222&?.‘1‘1&)- Its publications dealt with suoh matters as the Chinese
revolution, the life of Sun Yat-sen, nationalism, end world revolution. Although
the commercial business was supprossed, it sucoseded in establishing a oirole of
interasted friends who became the organiters and leaders of the Vietnam Netionalist

Party.

s See below, pp. 17 £f.
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The party was modeled dirsotly after the Fuominteng. The lowest unit wae
the subseotion oommittee, representing & hamlet, village, or aenton,depending on
the site of the party organieation in a given area. These units were ocomhined inte
provinoial seotions, looal seotions, and a oentral uootit'm. The central section wa
composed of three branches -- exeocutive, legislative, and judieclal, Atteched to
these three branches were departments of propapanda, finances, econamic affelrs,
army, oapimage, foreign affeira, eto. In effeoct, the party was orpanired to fulfl

the fumctions of & government, It included Vietnamess of both sexes., Its dootrine

‘was demooratic Sooialiam., It favored the establishment of a democoratic republican

’rogim that would help other downtrodden peoples in their struggle against colonlal
oppression,

This orientation toward the Chinese Kuomintang was not accompanlied by a
desire for Chinese influence in Indoochina, The Vietnam Nationalist Party ocounted a
aid from the Kuomintang es an ally in the struggle to oust the Frenoh from Indoohim
not as a "liberator™ that would replaoe French domination by Chinese,

The party was colearly revolutionary in its approsoh, It envlsaged the use
of violenoe to obtain funds for operation; asamssination of ooponenta and traitors;
military training for its membership; ete, It oarried on intensive work to win
supportsrs among the natives enrolled in the “renoh Army in Indoohinea. A wormen's
affiliate was oreated, named the Sooiety for Teaching Housewives (Nu Cong Hoc Fel).

The Vietnam Nationalist Party alao attempted to unite with other revolutionar
groups within and without the ocountry, In June 1928 representatives were sent to
Thatland, but to no avail, The only oontaots made were with the affiliates of the
Vietnam Revolutionary Youth Loap;uo,.whou Communist leanings made unity impossible,

Delegates were sent to contaot the Fguyen an Winh A.uooi.ation" and the New

» 808 below, p. 30 £f,
s« See below, p, 33.
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Vietnem Revolutionary Party in Coohinchina, The nepgotiations with the Nguyen an
Finh Association fell through, but 1iaison was established with the Wew Vietmam
Revolutionsry Party's Coohinchina orgenization. Howevar, since this was only a
small group that never developed sny strength in Cochinohina, little advantape mocrued
to the Vietnam Netionallst Party as a result of the allianoce.
In December 1928, an effort to get support from the Chinese governor of
Fwangsi Provincefailed.
The Vietnam Nationalist Party remained virtually oconfined to Tonkin., Om
July 1, 1928, a party oonference was held to solidify the organization. Disolpline
was tightened, and the President of the Exeoutive Branch was gliven strong disoretionary

powers, An illegal journal oalled the Revolutionary Scul (Hon Caoch Menh} was issued

{n Hanoi, This was later augmented by a Haiphong journal oalled the National Soul
(H_on_ M}. These papers were not very suocessful., ‘o help financially, the party
opengd a hotel in Oectoher 1928. Poor security led to ravelation of its sponsorship
to the Frenoh police, and several raids were made on it in efforts to catch the party
laaders.

The party was relatively successful in winning studenta and young
funetionaries in teaching posts. It enlisted Annamese soldiers and non-commissioned
officers in the artillery, infantry, ordinance, and air oorps. By the beginning of
1929, the party had 120 units comprising 1,500 sympathiters and members, mmong
whom were 120 native soldiers.

In February 1929 the assassination of a Frenchmen engaged in recruiting
labor for work in Cochinchina end New Caledonia resulted in police action against
the party. Scme 225 individuals were indicted. This dealt a severs blow to the
organization, However, it survived and soon recouped its atrength under the
direction of its most prominent leader, Nguyen thal Hoo, a young student intellectusl.
The organization was reformed on the Cammmist oell 'puttern to give it the seocurlty
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nesded to counteraot the astions of the Frenoh police, The party engaged in the
manufasture of bombs and small arms, ralsing the necessary funds for this work by
banditry. A new program of action was elaborated, which envisaped the following
suocessive phases of aotivity:

1, A seoret period of organiration;

2. A semi-seoret period of preparation;

3. An open period of revolution;

4, A period of reoconstruction under the direotion of the party.

To reocup the locases brought sbout by traitors who had confessed to the _
police, the Vietnam Nationalist Purty deocided to punish several of them me an
objoot lesson and as & publio display of organizational strength. The bodies of th
viotims were marked with inscoriptions, "for not having kept the blood oath.™

By 1929, popular feeling apgainet the Fronoh adminlstration had become so
strong that Nguyen thai Hoo believed an armed uprising would be successful sinoe
it eould gein the support of the mass of disaatisfied Vietnamese. A minority.
disagreed, holding that a longer preparatory period was necessary. HNevertheless,
February 10, 1930 was sat as the date for the insurrection. Tt started at Yen Bay.
Thaere were attaoks on Lem Thao and Hung Heao in Phu Tho Provinoe, and bonbs were
thromm 4in Hanoi. DPisturbances spread to a number of other oities, but the entire
movement was vigorously suppressed by the French polioe. The leaders of the Vietnan
Nationalist Party were arrested, Néuyan thai Hoo was exeocuted; other leaders fled
to Chine.

The removal of the majorlty leaders gave the minorlty a ohanoe to assume
the leadership of the party. The new leaders socught to invigorate the movement by
deoreeing the death of hipgh frenoh funotionaries and their mandarin supporters,
but thelr immediate oconcern was to gain new funds, The party degensrated into a
oolleotion of bendit gangs that attempted to extort money from unwilling wvicims.
The Pronch polioce oontinued to treok down the membera. One after the other, the
main seotlons of the party were dlsoovered and the leaders arreated,
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The activities of the Vietmam Nationalist }’arty within Indoohina came to
a halt at the end of 1932, The center of the movement shiftad to China, where
e’ni,gre's maintained the organization end prepared for its eventual reconstruction
within Indochina,

Unlike the Vietnam Nationalist Party in the interior of Indochina, the emigré
organization had been badly split, TIts unification came about as a result of
pressure from the new elements who swelled the renks follewing their flight from
Indoohina, The two major Jmigré groups were the Vietnam Nationalist Parties of
Canton and Yunnan.l Both groups could trace their genealogy back to Phan boi thau,
who had 1laid the basis for their reformation in his activity from 1905 o 1925,

Like the "Interior Party,™ these two'groupa were modeled after ﬁhe Chinese Fuomintang.

ii. In China

{1) The Vietnam Nationalist Party of Canton. The first group that

later became part of the Vietnam Nationalist Party of Cantonwas formed in 1925 by
Vietnemese who were repslled by the Communist inflvence in the Vietnam Revolutionary
Youth league oreatad by Nguyen ai C!u:rm.'l The Canton government extended material

and moral aid to this group. The firat step envisaged was the dbullding of a

"League of Oppressed Oriental Peoples,” which would comprise a Chinese, Vietnamese,
Hindu, and Eorean section. (This organizadion had no relation to the organitation
of the same name oreated by Nguyen ai Quoo.) Laok of sufficient Hindu and Forean
members led £to the establishment, instead, in 1928 of a party oalled the Vietnam

2
Revolutionary Party (Viet Nam Caoh Menh Dang)s Another group formed a rival party

called the Vietnam Nationalist Revolutionary Party (Viet Nam Quoo Dan Cach Menh Ds.ns)

and vied with the first party for support from the FKuomintang. When the Vietnam
¥Nationalist Revolutionary Party began to receive a regular subsidy from the
Fuomintang, it became the more important of the two organizations and absorbed the

membership of the first group. On October 28, 1930, it was offiocially recognized

s See below, p. 30 If.
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by the Canton government under the name of ﬁho Vietnam Natienalist Revolutionary
Party.,

At the end of 1931 and toward the boginning of 1932, rolations were estahliy
with the Vietnam NWetionalist Party in Yunnan. The Canton organization thereupon
dropved the work "revolutionary® from its title and began fuaion attenpts. These
were not suocessful until 1933,

Mearmhile, in 1932, the organizer of the Canton party, Ianh trach Dan,
decided to establish a "Provisional Indoohinese Government,™ a projeot that permitt
him to enlist the aid orf wealthy Chinese in exchange for honorifio titles., This
led to internal diffioulties within the group and representatione to the Chinese
Government, The Chinesze Government, keeping in mind its diplomatio relations with
the ¥renoh Government, invited the Canton party to dissolve its "provisional
government,"

In April 1932, the Canton party held a congress for the purpose of
reorganizing the Vietnam Nationalist Purty. TDuring this congress dissident members
objeoted thet Chiness Kuomintang delegates were Playing too prominent a role.

This had 1ts offeot, for the Ruomintang offleially withdrew its subeidy from the
pParty and then dissolved it for not having obeyed in full the pProvious order to
disband the *provisional govermment.

The offieials of the Canton party made their way to Nanking, whers they
successfully reconstituted the party. Contact was established with Lu Tan, then
ohief of the Vilitary Council Pureau of the Wanking thiness National Government,
This led to direot relations with the Central Exeocutive Committes of the Kuomintang
and important sestions of the Chinese Government, Authorization was ohtained to
sstablish the party offioially at Nanking, and, to meke this possible, a monthly
allocation of funds was provided. Following this, efforts were made to effeot fusia .
wlth the Yunnan organization,

RESTRICTED
e e ———




i —— -

- 27 -

RESTRICFED

{2) The Viotnem Nationalist Party of Yunnan, The oripin of the Yunnan

group, too, can be traced to Phan boi Chnu and Cuong Ne. Le phu Hlep, & supportar
of their movement, had bacome politioally setive in Yunnan. Fa had nehiaved +he rank
of colonel in the Chinese administration and wns n leading fipure in the Viatnemese
gommunity in Yurnan. 1In 1928, he was instrumental in forming the Revolutionary Sino-

Vietnam Military League (Trung Viet Cach Menh Lien Quan). This organization soon

foundered, but its members later joined the émigre Vietnam Nationalist Party oreated
by Nguyen the Nghiep, who had esoaped from Indochina, where he had been sentencesd
to & ten=year jail term in the early part of 19:50.“I He established a mumber of

party oelle in Yunnen, where membership may have renohed the figure of 300,

The party was actually a sootion of the Chinese FKuomintang -= ites units
oorrosponded to units of the Kuomintang eand depended upon them, This arrangement
served the Vietnam Natlonallst Party quite well, since it zave them protection f rom
the Chinese authorities. And protection was necassary, sinoe the organization was
constantly raising funds through extortion and robbery along the length of the
railroad from Yunnan to Tonkin, Conditions beoame so bad, however, that the Chinese
suthoritisa were finally foroed to put a stop to the illegal motivities of the party.
In September, 1930, Nguyen the Nghiep left to establish the party in Burma at
Bhamo, an unsuccessful venture. He returned to Yun.nan_ end was arrested following
the murder of a politiocal rival, The party; nevertheless, fared well. It obtained
military training for its members by anrolling thsm in the Yunnan Military' Sohool.
Some fifty odd partisans were enrolled in the Chinese Army, Still others worked in
the arsenal at Yunnan, where they received training in ths manufacture of grenades
and explosivea, The party engaged in a number of business and sgricultural enter-
priae.sr Vtc; -aug;ment ite finances. By the end of 1932, it tried to solidify its
positicn still further by fusing with the Canton and Nanking organizationa. From

July 15 to July 24, 1933, the fusion procesdingswere in fall swing and both parties

¢ Ses above, p. 24.
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wore finally amalgamated under the lendership of the "Oversena Dureau™ of the Viatns
Nationaliat Party in Nanking.

Little is known of the later history of the exile organization up to ¥orld
War II.'although it is clear that this history is one of plots and nounterplots as
individuals vied with eaoh other for aontrol of the verious esotions. Party groups
oontinued the polioy of launohing attacks on various sottlements on the Indochina
border as well as looting rail shipments. Within Indochina the party played no
significant role during this period,

When the influenoce of the Japanese hegen to dominate the Indochiness soens
in 1940, the Vietnam Nationalist Party underwent internal sohisms. Some of the
nationellist elements looked to Japan as they had previouslv looked to Thina for
ald against the Frenoch. A pro-Japanece faction, under the leadership of Nguyen Tuon

L 1 ]
Tem, adopted the neme Great Vietnam Demooratio Party (Dai Viet Den Chinh). It

galned strength in 1540, but the Japanesa permitted the Frenoh to clemp down on its

activities, and it appears that Nguyen tuong Tam and other leaders were arrested in

1

1941, " At the same time Nguysn the Nghiep returned to Indochina and formed the Great

Vietnam Nationalist Party (Dai Viet Quoo Dan Dang)e The leamdership of his group in

exile at Kunming, bearing tha name Vietnam Nationalist Party (Viet Ya-n Quoc Dan Danr)

v
was taken over by Vu khong Khanh, a former school teacher, Tt was Vu khong

Khanh's group that was to beoome a factor of politioal importance within Indochina

- with the resurgence of the nationalist movement at the end of World War I71.**"*

LA L L L]
o The Indoochinese Communist Party, Tha birth and subsequent Adevelopment of

2
the Communist movement” in Indoohina is inseparably oomneoted with the 1life and
aotivity of Wguyen ai Quoe, or, as he 1s now know, Ho ohi Minh, President of the

Vietnam Demooratic Republio, He was its oreator, guide teacher, organizer, and inspi

* 300 below, pp. E8 ffr,

»» See below, p. 54,

=s+ 300 below, p. &2,

ssss 09 below, pp. 77 £f.

#sses See appended charts of the development of Communi gt organizations inm Indochina,
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Ho ohi Minh first appeared on the politionl soens in 1919 in Pnarie at the
Paaco Conference, to which he addressed memoranda oslling for freodom nnd juntice
rfor the people Iof‘ Indochina. Following thie, he 18 known to have partioipated in
the Socirlist Party Congress of Tours in 1920, which aaw the left-wing Socislists
split to form the “renoh Communist Party. As & member of the Fronoh Communist Party
ia 1921, ke was influential in forming a group oalled the "Inter-Colonial Unien,"
whioh inoluded Arebs, Africans, and other ocolonial subjeots of the Frenoh Empire,

Ha soon devoted all his time to its Vietnamese memberahip.l

Ho left Frenoe in June 1923 as the French Communist Party delogate to
the Peasanta' International, or Krestintern, Coungress meeting in Mosoow of Ootober
1523, e lived in the USSR for a year and a half as the colonial reprrsentative
on the permenent direotling oommittee of the Krestintern. His next assignment was
to the Soviet Consulate at Canton, where he served under Borodin ms a "Chinese
trenelator"” -- a euphemistis oover for his efforts to create an Indoohinese Cormunist
Party. At the time, Canton was a center for many young Vietnamese who, in answer
to the appeal of FPhan boi Chau, journeyed there to aoquire an eduoation in order to
help liberate their country.

In 1925, Ho ohi Minh published a broohurs entitles Le Proces de 1la Colonisation
Frenoaise, It contained a statement of grievances of the nationalists against
.F‘renoh Imperialist rule and ended with an appeal to the Vietnamese student youth
to emulate the Chinese in forming assooletions to liberate their coun‘l:r'y.2

In considering the soelal struoture of Annem and the possibilities it
afforded for ashieving this end, Ho accepted the thesis of the Communist Intornatiomal
as 1t aoplied to the oolonial countries. This envieapged the development of +he
proletarian revolution in Indoohina in two stages. The first stage was designated
the "bourgeois-demooratic revolution," leading to independence. The second was of
speoifically Cormunist nature, leading to Indochina's integration into & world Soviet
federation. In emplification of this view Ho is reputed to hawve sald in Mosoow in
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the summer of 1927 that the orestion of an Indoohina Comrunist Party was impossible
at the time becauass "no one na vet understood the sipnifioance of +he word communis:
Howaver, he continued, it wus "possible %o conatitute an Indochinese nuticneiist-
soocinlist and reveolutionery party whese leeders would he responsible for hringing
all its members step by step to orthodox marxism."

i1+ Vietnam Revolutionary Youth Leapus. In Juns 1925 a% Canton, Fo

founded an assoclation named the Vietnam Revolutlionary Youth leapue (Viet ¥erm Cach

]
Menh Thanh Nien Foi), At the same time, in concert with the Indiarn Communist,

M. N. Roy, he leunohed the leapue of Oporessed Peoplea, but he ahandoned thie
organization ahortiy after 1ts oreation,

The new youth organization published e weekly paper oalled Youth (Thanh Kien)

Eighty-eight issues were printed from June 1925 to April 1927. The paper was
conoerned primarily with appesls to natlionallst sentiment and inecluded materisl on
the history of the oountry. Only in 1926, sfter a preparatory perlod of educationsl
activity, including transletion of Marxist terminology into SinoeAnnamite, did Ho
finally write that “only a ocamunist party oan{?itimato}x71nsure the well-being
of Annam,"

At the same time, selected members of the youth organizetion enrolled in
the Whampos Military Asademy, where Chinese Nationalists and Comrmunista were receivi:
training as the future leaders of the Chinese Nationalist state and army. The
members of the Youth League also received speoiel courses of instruotion under Fo's
direotion,

The Leegue's program sotually oomprised these taska:

1, Teaching the young émigrds;
2. Prepuring written propeganda and issuing the weskly parer;
3. Creating and mainteining liaison with nationalist and Cormunist
organizations in the interlior of Indochina and sympathetio
* orgenizations sbroad;
4. Estsblishing Canton ns the center of the dmigré movemsnt, with

authority over the interior movement in Indoohina es well as over
the training of new reoruits from Indoohina,

s 3se above, pp. 18 ff,
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The internal situation in Indochine favored these aotivitiens of the Vietnam
Revolutionary Youth lenpue, Nation-wlde meetings ond demonstrations had been
held in support of Phan bel Chau,- who had been arrested on June 30, 1925 and
conderned to death on November 23, 1925, (le was later pardoned to spend the rest
of his 1ife in oustody at Hud, Annam,) Phen chu Trinh  hag returned from Europe
or June 26, 1925, and was active politioally until his death on Maroh 26, 1928,
winich was the occaslon for nation-wide student oommemorative meetinge. The Young
revolutionaries of the Youth Laague found fertile ground for the oreation of cells
ir all three regionsz of Indooshina and for the selection of new recruits for the

fanton sohool.

The split in the Ruomintang betwsen the Communists and Chieng K'ai=shek's _
followers foroed Ho to leave Canton in April 1927 for Bongkong and then Moscow, Some
of the members of the Vietnam Revolutionary Youth League were imprisoned, but the
organization continued to funotion, since the Kuominteng authorities were basjcally
anti-French and were willing to allow it to exist as long as it directed its agitation,i
even though of Communist nature, sgainst the French, 1In NDecember 1928, after the
arrest of some of the leaders of the Youth League who were members of the Chinese
Comminist Party, the ocenter of the organization wae transferred to Kwangel and then
Hongkong. Despite diffioculties enoountered, it was estimated that the following
results had been cbtained by May 1929, (1) 250 Annemese, at the minimum, had received
revolutionary training abroad; (2) more than 200 had returned to Indoohina and
established new oontaots; (3) the organiration had an estimated 1,000 members and
sympathizers.

In Indochina, the league was organized aos follows. Annem, Tonkin, and
Cochinohina had regional central committees, In Tonkin, two olty oommittees (Hanol
and Haiphong) and three provinoial oommittees (Nam Dinh, Thai Binh, and Bac Ninh)

direoted numarous cells omprising several hundred supporters. In Annam there were

« 300 above, pp.3, 8.

*» Soe above, Pp.4, 8.
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gome 200 followers in the northern and oontrnl provinces. Tn “oahinchina, there
were thres centera =- in tho oitlies of Saigon, Mytho, end Cantho -- esach cankrollirn
a group of provinces; in Coohinohina ms a whole, thoro were 100 memhers in 19 cells,
as well as 275 sympathizers in 12 suxilisry assoolations {womon's auxiliaries,
acooperatives, study circles). The majority of the Tonkinese mambers belonged to tha
laboring oless., In Annam and Coohinohina, the sooial oomposition was mixed, includi
workers, teachers, students, end peasants, The party machine was ocomposed pre=
dominantly of teachers and intellectusls, and the important functions vere oerried
out by graduates of the Canton emlgration,

i1, The Hongkonp Congress, 1929, Under Fo's lesdership the Communists had

asgumed oontrol of the organization. Eed by the Tonkiness, thev now dssired to

build a separate Indochinese Communist Party. A congress of the Vietnam Revolutlone

Youth Leegue, held in Hongkong from May 1 to 9, 1929, revealed that the émigré
leadership was out of step with the new trend of the interior organiz&tion.l This
was demonstrated particularly olearly when the Qne delegate from Annem and two
delegates from Tonkin proposeiadoption of the name "Indoohinese Corrmunist Ferty™ for
the organization and split away when they were not upheld., The démigre leadership
conceded the necessity of organiring a Communist parly, but maintained that the
songrese had no authority to take such aotion until the Youth League itself had
edopted a Gommunist program. In reality, the leadership was umwilling to deviate
from the political line previously set by Ho ohi Minh, which had almed at building
a revolutionary nationalist party with sooialist tendenoies.

The oongress continued its work and adopted statutes bringing the organiza-
tion in line ;ith the deoisions of the Sixth VWorld Congress of the Communist
International while maintaining its quasi-nationalist character. This ia evidenoced
by its deolsion to continue fusion negotistions with the New Vietnam Revolutlionary

-
Party (Tan Viet Cach Menh Dang), However, 1t did deolds to wage & struggle sgainet

» 3se above, pp. 17 If, ’
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*
the Vietnam Nationalist Party of Tonkin, whioh it regarded as a "bourgeois party.?

It also addressed a letter to the Comintern requesting recognition of the Vietnam

Revolutionary Youth League.
The dissident delegates returned to Indoohina and were sucoessful in winning

the Tonkin and Annam regional organizations of the Youth League to their point of

view, They set up a new organization called the Indochinese Communist Party (Dons Duong

_C_m_s.i‘ln_EE“.E.)' Emissaries to Coohinchine succesded in establishing a seotion in
this region, &nd by November 1929 the Indoohiness Commimist Party was sufficiently
strong to rival the Vietnam Revolutionary Youth League organiration there, which had
upheld the émigreé leadership. PRy this time the émigré leadership had seoretly
adopted the name Annamese Communist Party (Annem Cong Sen Dang), for fear of losing
its militent members to ita rivals within Indoohina,

The new Indoohinese Communist Party ealeo had ite effeot on the other
naticnalist groups, such as the Nguyen sn Ninh Association in Coohinohina and the
Few Vietnem Revolutionary Party of Annam, On numerous ccoasions, the New Vietnam
Revolutionary Party had unsucoessfully underteken fusion negotiations with the Vietnam
Revolutionery Youth League, It kept losing members to the Youth League in the
prooess, In 1929, to hold its losses, it too, oreuted a Communist affiliate, called

the Indochinese Communist Alliance (Dong Duong Cong San Lien Doan)."Tho Nguyen

en Ninh Assooiatien, or, as it was seoretly known, the Hope of Youth.Party (Cao

Yong Thenh Nien Dang), which had been organited by Nguyen an Ninh, a prominent

nationalist, in Coohinchina in 1927 following his return from France, haa a membership
of 700 to BOO and had adopted an agrarian soclialist progra.m.“ When Nguyen an Ninh
was arreated in September 1929, it was destroyed, and some of its members Joined

elther the Indoohinese Communist Party or the Annamsse Cormunist Party.

* 300 above, pp. 21 f£f,
*¢See above, p. 20,
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Both the Annamese Communist Party snd the Indoohinese Commmist Party asourht
to gain recognition from the Third International as its ofliocial asction in Imdoohl:
They attempted to looate Fo chi Minh to help in this task. In July 1929, it wns
learned that Ho wae in Thailand, where he had been s acretly working in the largze
Vietnamess oolony, numbering 30,000 eémigred. We had sucoeeded in bujlding a group
of purely naticnaliat character called the Annemite Fratsrnity of Siem (ﬂ_g_i_-.m

Al Nguoi Annem O Yiem),

1ii, The Unification of the Communist Party, 1930, Ho journeyed to

'Hongkong in January 1930. Py March 1930 he wua suffioiently in touoch with the

situation to errange for the fusion of the Indochinese Communist Party and the
Annamese Communist Party, as well as the Indochinese Communist Alliance., The
Central Committee of the new party was transferred from Hongkong to Haiphong in
Tonkin. From Fehruary to Ootober 1930, this organization was kmown es the Vietnam

Communist Party (Viet Nam Cong San Dang)e In October 1930, a oonpgress was held in

Hongkong to formalite the aotions of the preceding period. The congreess adopted fer

the party the name "Indochinese Communist Party" (Dong Duong Cong Sen Danp) to

oonform to the rules of the Communist Internstional, sinoe that title included all
of Indoohina and not solely the three Vietnemese provinces. The Central Committee
was transferred from Halphong to Saigon. The party organization inoluded such
subsidiary organizations as self-defense sectiong, workers' unions, peasants’
unions, women's assooietions, aa anti-imperialist league, end a branch of the
international Red Aid Organiza‘tion." Ho is kriown to have been in touch with the
Chinese Communist group in Thailand and to have attended, as representative of the
Comintern Bureau of the Orient, the Third Conferences of the South Seas Commnist
Party in Singapore in April 1930.

The South Seas Commmist Party had been formed at the end of 1927, ms had
the South Seas Camunist Youth Organization. These organizations inoluded among
their membership Maleyans, Thai, snd Indoohinese. Both of these organizations

RESTRICTED

[

O O T e




g
b w5 A k2 e e T i - R e pt ettt 3 ki bl b e < T T

- 35 -

RESTRICTED

wore directly controlled by the Chinese Communist Party Cantral Commi ttoe, which
1teelf was rasponsib].e to the Comintern Far Eastern Puresu et Shanpghal. Tn

addition, @ South Seas General Lebor Union functioned in 1928 and 1929, lending

+n the creation of the Pan-Pacgifioe Trade Union Secretnriat, with headquartars in
Shanghai and vladivostok, in the swmmer of 19729,

At the April 1930 maeting in Singapore, the formal decisionwas made to
split the Scuth Sess Communist Party end give its component national p Toups s status

independent from direction by the Central Committee of the Chinese Commmiast Party.

Coordination was acoomplished through a Southern Buresu responsible to the Comintern

Far Eastern Buresu at Shanghal.

Tn 1930, the Indochinese Commmnist Party had very olear and defined relatioms N

with the International Communist apparatus comprising {1) the Comintern Buresu of
the Orient at Shanghai, (2) the Secretariat of the Pan-Paoifio Trade Unilon, {3) the
Communist orgenizations of Malays and Thailsnd, directed snd controlled by a
Southern Buresu, (4) the Frencn Carmunist Party, through the intermediary of the
Seoratariat of the Unitary Confederation Generale du Travail, and (5) the League
against Imperialism and for National Independence, with headquartere in Berlin.*

In April 1931, st 1ts eleventh plenum, the Contral Executive Committee of
the Comintern recognized the Indochinese Comrunist Party as & netional sotlon.

iv. 'The Events of 1930-32. The work of the newly formed GCommunist Party

was facilitated by the internel situation during 1930 and 1931, when a wave of
nationalist unrest swept over Indoohina, The massacre of Yen Bay took place in
1930."?0111'.10&1 killings, strlkes, robberies, and demonatratiops were widespread
as both nationalist end Cormmunist organizations strove to sugment thelr revenues
erd influenos.

The membership of the Indoohinese Cormunist Party ls believed to have resohed

« See appsnded ohart of the international conneotione of the Indoohinese

Communist Party in 1830.
#» Sea mbove, P. 24 RESTRICTED
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1,000 during thie poriod.l This n'merioally small membership was no measure of

ite true Influence, however; it is estimated that some 100,000 peasants fallewed

the leadership of the Indoohinese Communist Party in this pm'i.od.2 The psrty played
& leading role in the etrikes and demonstrations es well as in actual insurrectionsr;
attempts. Guided by the "third period” philosophy of the Comintern, it mttempted

to oreate pensant soviets through uprisings, In Ha Tinh and Nghe 4n, it led a
peasant movement that killed the landlords and divided the large estatea,

‘ The violent methoda employed by the Indochinese Communiat Party, aorrespondin;
as they did to the methodas employed in early insurreotionary attempts to rid
Indoohina of the French, were censured even by the Canintern. The Comintern ragardec
unfavorably sotivities that smacked of terror end pillapge on the part of individuala

4 ®inoe they were not in oonsonenoe with the "organired violence" of Marxist dootrine, -

The Frenoch authorities not only were able to suopreses the Comunist movement
but also publioly tried many of its leaders and members as common oriminsls, The
entire apparatus of the Indochinese Communist Party was smashed. The party suffered
a final blow when its international commeotions were severed with ths detention of
Ho ohi Ninh by the British authorities in Hongkong.

h Reorganization of the destroyed organization was attempted in 1932, and
some sucoese was apparent by the end of the year in the setting up of & provisional
apparatus in Tonkin, Annam, and Coochinchine. However, the Frenoh polioce wers fully
informed of these motivities and destroyed the smbryonio organization. Two hundred
arrests were made. The French also apprehended émigrés from Thailend and China who
attempted to return to help reconstitute the Indochinese Communist Party.

s v. Reoonstitution of the Indoohinese Cammunist Party, 1933, In 1933,

new offorts were made to reoconstitute the Indochinese Communist Party - efforts
sugmented by the releese of many politioal prisoners who had been jailed for their

partioipation in the svents of 1930 and 1931. Detention had heightensd their morale
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and welded them together in thelr common oause. They immediately undertook a
vigorous educational program to raise the lavel of leadership.
The first steps were the crestion of a regional committee st Seigon snd the
! (gsunnoe of & paper called the Red Flag (Co Do) end a magatine called the Communist
Foview (m@_%i&_ﬂ). Under the leadership of a former student of the Oriental
Institute of Moscow, Tran van Glau, the Indoohinese Communist Party was reoonstituted, _
It soon began to have a significant influence on the numerically small leboring class.

A perticularly important step was the reconstitution of the league egainst
]mperlalism--- not as a individual-membership orgenization serving ss a front for
“tho Communist Party but es an organization with whioh workers' unions, peasant
organizations, and nationalist parties oould affiliete. The Indochinese Communist
Party, in the framework of such a coalition, meintained its independence ‘of aotion
and the right to oriticlize in order to be sble to influenoce those of non~Commniet
.persuaaion. The partv enioined its members not to engapge in violence and warned N
against the exeoution of "French traitors™ on the grounds that such terrorism =/
"on the part of individuals would lead to repression of the party. In effeot,

"thers was & return from the ultra-lef't period to the tactios that lio ohi Minh had
uaed sucoessfully to build the movement at its inoception.

A framework of international contact was apgain s et up through the medium
_of Vietnamese sailors who visited the ports of Nanking, Shanghai, and Hongkong,
where oentars were established.

The Indochinese Communists alsc esteblished conteaot with Chinese Communista
in Theiland. In April 1933, a congress of the party was held in Ban-Mai, Theailaend,
aoross the lactian border. The party was still in a wezkened state, No representatives
from Tonkin were present. The Central Committee had to te looated in Thailand,
contrary to orthodox prinsciples requiring that the directing committee be inside the

sowntry., It was desided (1) %o rsestablish oontact with the Comintern, (2) to

» Ses above, p. 35.
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resastablish liaison and rebuild the Tonkin organization, {(3) to estoblish an smipre
sohool at Ban-Mal. It was pot until 1936, howavor, at a congrass held in Portuguse
Macao, that the real reorganization of the Indochinese Communist Party was accompli
In the interim, the activity of the nationalist movoment took lagul forms in Salpor
Coohinchina, whaere there waz a relatively large Europeen population and a degree of
froadam of the press for Frenoh~-language papers.

in the 1933 eleotions for the municipal counoil of Saigon, the Commmuniste

and Trotskyists® joined hands in & united front movement. They jointly published

newapaper oalled The Strurgle (.I;E Lutte} and presented sandidates for the oontestal
positions. The Comuniats Nguyen van Tao and mran ven Thaoh headed the “workers'
1i8t" azainst the "hourgeols representatives™ led by Nguyven dinh Tri. "The Strupe.
group won a distinot suocess in the eleotions, The Strurels was published in Pren:
end not the vernacular. Consequently, it was limited in its influenos, Even 80,
14 beoame widely known for its attocks on the priaon regimes in Poulo Condore, Dak
Pao, and Lao Bmo. It campaigned for bettarlworking conditions and for ameliorstioe
of the lot of the peasants. In the ocounoil, Nguyen van Tao and Tran van Thach tooi
svery opportunity to pillory and exooriate the oolonial regime. 1

yi, The Comintern line, 1535, In 1935 a Maoso oongress of the Cormuniet

Party was organized under the nepis of an "exterior direoting oummittae."z Delegate
from Indoohina were present. This conferenoe ushered in the new policy of the
Seventh World Conpgress of the Communist International. In its applioation to the
colonial world, the new policy indioated abendonment of the struggle for separatic
" “prom the mother countries, In place of the goal of recognition of the right of
oolonial peoples to d eolde their own future was substituted the cbjeotive of obtai:r
demooratioe rights to allow for ocollaboration with the mother oountry against the

manace of Tagolam.

« See below, pp. 47 £f.
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This congress reaffirmed the adherence of the Indochinese Communist Party

" to the communist Third International, It established the organitational form of
" tre party parallel to all other naticnal seotions of the Comintern. It tightened
+he party's rooks orgenizationally and politionlly. ‘'The Centrel Committee wae
gransferred to Saigon=Cholon.

fn the course of 1936 and 1937, the Indoohinese Communiat Party oreated
s legal front movement aalled the "Indochlnese Congrese.,™ This m.wement enbreacsd
poderates and conservatives., Its purpose was to present a bill of perticulars
to a longe-swaited Metropolitan Inquiry Commission that had been authorized by the
Fronoh Popular Front Government,

The congress was buttressed by the oraation of “aotion oommittees™ oomprising
rreternal orgenirations end workers' and peasant unions. These committoes are
varlously reported to have nuthered fram 600 to 1,500, MNapy meetings, demonstrations,
and strikes wers conduoted on the ocoasion of the visit of the Inquiry Commission
from Frence,

Witl': the inauguration of the Popular Frrut Govermment in France and the
applioation of the new world Communist polioy adopted at the Seventh World Congress
in 1935, internal diffienlties hegan to manifest themselves in this united front
coalition. The Indochinese Communists adopted a polloy of gollaboration with the
Popular Tront in France, The Struggle began to take a friendly tone toward the
Constitutionalist leaders, Nguyen phan Long end Bul quang Chieu.- In time, the
Indochinsse Communist Party began to adopt a more oonoilistory policy even toward
the colonial ragime, The Trotekylste violently disagreed with this trend. They
meintaimed that the communist factionwas bhetraying the Indochiness to please the
French Communiste and ultimately ths Soviet Government, which had signed a mutual

defenae pact with I-‘ra.noo.l

s Ses above, P. 12.
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Tn the extra-parlismentary field, the "cormlttaes of action™ that had been
formed were instrumental in leading strikes for higher wages, better working
conditions, and recognition of trade unions, . This proctioal antivity of "The
Stn:gglo" group won 1t a good deal of sympathy, and, in the 19837 electiona to the
numioipal counoil of Saigon, three of its candidates were elected -- Ta thu Thau
(Trotskylst), Nguyen ven Tao {Communist), and Duong bach Mai (Gormunist). Shortly
thereafter "the Struggle” group split into ite oomponent factions, The lest oomme
meeting of Trotskylsts and Communists in "The Struggle"™ group took place on Jume
14, 1937, Ta thu Thau, the Trotekylst leader, presented a resclution oritiolzing
the Popular Fron%, which was voted upon faverably., Thereafter "The Struggle”
beocame e strictly Trotskylst venture..

An the split botween the Communists and Trotskylsts developed in 1937,

the Communists put out their own legal publications, s paper oalled Advance Guard

(L'Avent-Garde) and later & paper oalled The Peuple (Dan Chung), which finally
published a French edition as well, They controlled a trade-union group, whose
leadership called itself the "Committee of Saizon-Cholon Worker Delagates,™ which

put cut its own propagenda peper, The Worker (Lac Dong)e In 1959, a youth fromt

of "demooratic youth" was oreated, which published & paper called Now (Moi).

The Indoohinese Coamminist Party line closely paralleled that of the Frenoh
Communist Party, The "Demooratio United Front", whioch was under Cormunist directia
and embrsced progressive groups end parties, mirrored this development. 1% spois
A of the "resclute soldiers who would struggle 'o-n the battle«field in the event of
invasion by the Japanese fasolets,™ The party had developed inte & strong
crganization, but 1t began to lose ground amomng ‘ite supporters and to develop inter
schisms as the new policy of "“demooratio collsboration™ led to shandenmsnt of its

militant line,

= See below, pp. 47 tf.
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