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INTRODUCTION 

On September 2, 1945, shortly after the Japanese surrender, the Vietnam 
Democratio Republio was proclaimed in Tonkin, Annam, and Cochinchina, three 

of the five administrative diTisions of French Indochina. The ~ew-.tat. is 

inhabited prinoipally by Vietnamese (until then called Annamese), and is 
ethnioally and linguistically separate from cambodia and Laos, the other two 

diTision.. Abroad, signifioance of the new development was not imm~diately 

recognized. There had been some awarene.s of the existence of nationali.t feel­

ing among the indigenou. population of Indochina, and some adTOoacy of a new 
status. It wa. not· thought, how~ver, that a vigorous and purpo.eful nationalilt 
leadership wa. ready to d...and reoogni tion of "the independence and unity of 
Vietnam. ,It 

Within the past four years, the Vietnamese nationalist movement ha. 

proved to be one of the strongest colonial independence movements of the 

pootwar period. In .pite of it. importance, little is known about it. character 
and anteoedente. The following is an effort to present such information a. i. 
available about political alignments in Vietnam and to sketch a frame of reference 
within whioh our rent development. may be judged. In view of the pauoity and the 
partisan nature of the sources, IUch an interpretation must of Deoessity be 

tentatiTe. 

The intrinsic strength of Vietnamese nationalism 1s dra""" from a feeling --
of identity shared throughout Vietn"" by all classes of the populati.on. Thia 

feeling rests on a common pettern of language, script, literature, religion, art, 
customs, 80clal In,tltutiona, and government evolved over a period of 2,000 year •• 
Although Vietname.e oiTilization inoludes· many elements absorbed from abroad, 
partioularly from China, it i. an integrated national heritage, 

Before the Frenoh aohieved oomplete oontrol of Indoohina in the 1880'., 
politioal awarene •• among the brpad mal. of the population hardly extended beyond 

iv 
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the village. Autonomous in ita internal affaire, the Vletname •• agricultural 
oommunity was tied to the central government only through a oivil lervio. ot 
mandarins responsible to an absolute monaroh. Even within the Yillage, an 
oligarohio 'yltem of government limited responsible participation in the local 
administration to a minority. Vietnam.se in.titutions fo.tered extreme locali .. 
and discouraged oontaot beyond the village. 

The Frenoh .ystem of administration and French economio and oul turd 
influenoe. rapidly destroyed the traditional pattern of looal ilolation and 

self-suffioienoy. Local efforts to oope with the invader failed. Howeyer, tha 
very disintegration of the old pattern end the opening up of the whole country 
to n.w foreign influenoes paved the way for the gradual tran.formation ot the 
traditional feeling of oultural unity into an 1nten.e nationalism. The prel.nt­
day alignments of Vietnamese nationalists reflect the whole rang. of VietnAme •• 
politioal efforts to find solutions for the problems that arose in the wake ot 
Frenoh oontrol. In the search for suoh solution., political foroes within the 
country responded strongly to the Dl&jor po 11 tioal influenc •• th.a t were brought 
to bear on Indoohina. The strength of variou. political partie. in Indochina 
fluotuated with the rioe and deoline of their counterpart. abroad. Although 
all Indoohine.e nationalists shared a oommon goal -- the end of Frenoh rule -­
the mean. they ohose fQr reaching it not only differentiated th ... iJ> ideological 
allegianoe but also in lome instanoe. led to fratrioidal oonfliot. 

Open re.i.tenoe to Frenoh rule first came from element. of the mandarinate 
that rose in defen •• of the old order again.t the new. They wera defeated by 
.up.rior foroe of arms end than sapped of their remaining .trangth by the 
transfer of their function. to the Frenoh oivil .ervioe. Th. next re.pon •• refleot. 

r ed reoognition of the lupenor effeotivenea. of Western way.. On the one hand, 
there wa. an adaptation to the oonqueror and an effort to reform VietnAme.e lociety 
in the French image/ on the other, there wa. a .earch for aid abroad. Th. J.pan .... 

T 
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in partioular" .seemed to have the formulft tor meeting the ohallenge of the lToat. 
The rise and fall of Japane.e imperial ambition was accompanied in Indochina by 
a parall.l developm.nt of politioal ~roupR that maintained contact with and 
received monetary aid from Japan~ The Chinese natlonaliat movement a180 had ita 
repercu8l1ion~ in Indochina. In leoking external bases for operatioDa in Indo­
ohina on Chinese soil. in aligning themselves With the various Chinese parti •• , 
and in aocepting help from them. the Vietnamese nationalists utilized the con­
tinuing historioal interest of sucoessive Chinese regimes in Indochina. 

The deepest imprint on Vietnam.se politioal organization was made by tha 
Frenoh party aystem. This was due in part to the faot that deci.iona on 
colonial policy were matters of internal ,'rench poll ti.o. and therefor. evok.d 
among the educated Vietnamese intense interest in French political alignmenta. 
Eeyond this immediate concern, many Vietnamese beoame thoroughly imbued with 
Frsnoh poll tical thinkin~ throu~ yeara of study and reddenc. in Franoe. All 

a reaul t, thoRe French parties which were amenable tn demand. tor colonial impro ...... 
ments called torth parallel organizations in Indochina. New elements ot 

Vietnamese sooiety who prospered under ~ench rule developed retorm partie. that 
.ought redr •• s for their ~ri.vanoes from tha moderate political groups in the 
metropolitan country. Similarly, the French Socialist. Communist. and 
Trotskyist IIlOvements were mirrored in Indochina, a trend .timulated by d .... elop­
menta in the USSR and China •. Lastly. Frenoh Cathollcism maintain.d bond. With 
the Catholic minority in Indochina that are refleoted in poli tioal grouping •• 
In periods of aoute economic distr.s. the activities of these group. Were 
reinforced by revolt. among the otherwise politically in.rt p.asantry. 

Th.se in brief are the main formati .... influencel Within Vietnamaoe 
nationali.m. They are Itrongest among the most IIlObile and artioulate .lement. 
ot Vi.teamele .ooiety. ~ench-train.d Vietname.e adm1niltrator., urbania.d 
group., indu.trial and plantation labor.r., and .oldi.r. With o .... r •• a ••• rTic • 

... 1 
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in Franoe. But under the stimulus of ~Qrld War II, indigenou8 political move-
menta in Indochina reached a level of organizational integration and br~adth ot 
popular lupport that penmitted operatIons on 8 nation-wine 80ale. The war . 

I 
provided various group. with opportunities to capture the leadership of the 
nationali.t movement. The group that ultimately emerged in the fore we. th~ 
Vietnam Independence League, popularly known as the Viet Minh. It. principal 
oq;anher and leader was the Communist 110 chi Minh, who becMle President ot the 
Vietnam Democratio Republic. Hi. personality and prestige oontributed in large 
measure to the maintenance of a broad coalition of diver.e political group. be-
hind his government. Ho'. government has recently been ohallenged by another 
established under the aegis of Franoe. with Bao Dei. the prewar and wartime 
Emperor of Annam. as Chief of state. In the fir.t four IIlOnth. ot it •• xi.tenee. 
however. th1. new regime has not brought about a .ign1f1cant re.11gauent of 

\ poll t1cal force. wi thin Indochina. '---.. 

'1'11 
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POLITICAL ALIGNUENTS OF VIETNAMESE NATIONALISTS 

I. ORIGIN OF TIlE IlATIOllALlST 1I000000000T. THE ERA OF PLOTS. 16&4-1918 
.4.. General. Charaoteristios 1 

The pre8ent-da¥ nationalht "",vehmt in Vi .. tnam origihated during the h.t two d<load<la ot the nineteenth oent .. ry. At that ti_ a nUJDber of ao""",ent ..... re organiz.d br mandarin and monarchioal oirole. in oppo.ition to a Frenoh oolonial policy th~t 
tended to deBtroy th .. traditional tora. ot go"""""ent. Popwar ... ppcrt ot the •• 
IIlOVOIIIenti ..... limited by the .ame t ... tor. that had pemi tted Frenoh OOD'I"".t. TbII 
authoritarian oharaoter ot the old regi_. it. corruptibility. oed it. inability to 
... t French mil! tar)' md pol! tioal po_r on .'!"al terma. • ..... rthel .... the challenp pro •• nted by French oolonllation eTaked a nUOlber ot determ1lled ... d Tiolent atte.pt. 
agdnat the invader. 

In Cochinchina ... hieb beo .... a Frenoh oolony. the JllNldarin. withdrew betore tbll Frenoh. learin,. a ..... ld that _. gradually tilled by direot Frenoh adJIini.trati ..... In the proteotorate. at .Amlam .... d Tonkin, h.-Tar. the French ... oceadad in ".in, tbll mandarin ... 1nte ..... diarie. with the popwation while depriri.nr; tblla .y._ticall)" ct their position at 1.adarllh1p. Enn .0, the French ooutim>ed to oClllaider tbll 
mandarins a reactionary and .s .. ntially ho.tile ol&aa 1dao_ di.inte,ratiClll .owd 
tacilitate the de ..... lopment at a IIOdem adodninration. Tllay deliberately de.troyed 
the pr .. t1 ge ot the .andariD. by aekin, arbitrary appoint.nt., di .0ODtin .. t.aC tbot educational ayote .. that empha.b .. d Chine .. traditlOD, di.regarding tbll Vi. tn ..... 
oodes, and introduoinr; el_nta at direot IOdIoinhtration by French cttioial. tbrougll 
tba .. di ... at n.ti ..... interp .... ter.. In tta., the .andarin ola .. _a o<alpl.taly de-
Itroysd .xcept tor .... orn_ntal .urTiTala at the Iaparial Court 11>0 .. obTioua 
1apotence dlooredited tbll .. a. politioal leader. at a natiCll1aJ,ht ..,_nt. 

iea1nance at the traditional1lt .l •• nt. did not lead to a .... __ nt 
againn the Frenoh, but "*"¥ at the per.onaliti .. ~l .... d in the .arly atruule 
bec .... l.pndazy patriotio tieur... Vietn_ .. oulture place. erea' empba.1a all 
hiltorioal traditiOn, ucI lPer nat1Cl1laliat. o .... Mly Il-.wd tbot ~ ot direct 
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oontinuity at their movement. with the oarliest manitestations of notionali • .,. 
~e methode employed durin" the early-poriod -- pas.ive resistanoe, oourt intrigue. formatian of leoret looieties with strong internal disoipline based on adherence 
to individual loaders. plot •• assassination •• military insurreotion. ~rrill. 
wartare. eduoational MOvements. and reoourse to foreign aid __ eat a pattern that 
wes utilized aubsequently by other nationalist •• 
p. Individual Vovement. 

~e first move~nt of the mandarin group that relembled a politioal party 
1 we. the Soholar.' Party (~~ ~ in northern AmI ..... t ....... d at the time ot tlw establilhment ot the Frenoh proteotorate over Ann .... and 'l'onldn in -1883. 'I'he 

Soholar.' Party wal a .eoret .ooiety. It oompriled the irreoonoilable. of tlw 
mandarinate Who regarded the imposition ot Frenoh rule and culture a. a barbario intruo101l into Vietnamese eooiety. Conaiderable oourt intrir;ue on their part 
oulminated in 1886 in a plot by the Emperor Ham Nghi and the regent. Ton that Thuyet. 2 t~ dri .... out the Frenoh. Uprleingl in Amlam and Tonkin began with lUI attaok on the Frenoh garriaon at Hu.... AmI.... It took the Frenoh four yeare to quell the lID_nt. l! H.., Ighi _e exiled in 1888. but other military revolt I oontinued. 

Ot tile III8Dy famou. military figur .. e who waged war against tile Frenoh. two 
of the moet oelebrated were Hoang hoa '!'h..,' and Phan dinh Phung.6 H01ll1g hoa ~ .... better known •• De -'l'h..,. -'rile Tiger at Y.n 'l'he." weI .0 lUoo ... t\ll in hi ... Ui tary 
aotiY1ti •• again.t the French that they oompromised with him in 1897 and reoognized 
hi. autonomou. rule over a large larea in 'rIlei Nguyen ProYince in northern Tonkin. (Pi. rule laeted until 1911!.) Phan d1nh Phung. tollowing tho deteat ot H.., Ighi. raiaed tho banner ot independence under the Il'"'bol at imperial reltoration. Hia 
troop.,noted for tho modern training they had reooived. taught the 1'renoh in Ha Tinh Province in northern Ann ... from 1893 to 1896. Phon boi Chau. later one at the aoat tamcu. Vi.tn ..... n~tionali.t •• bogan hia politioal aotiY1ti .... a .upporter 
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of Phan dinh Phung. 

In the end, the Frenoh were suooessfUl In their oampaigns of paoification. 
Plany of the r ebellloulJ manda.rins were foroerl to seek refuge in southern China. 'Whioh 
beoame a oenter for emigrant Vietnamese nationalist.. In 1902. Phan boi Chau 
went to China in the hrpe of .01ioiting aid from the ~migr' Vietname.e and the 
Chin •• e Government. He trave1.d .xten.ive1y and reo.ived .ympath.tio hearing but 
1itt1. material aid. He a1.0 vi.ited Japan Rnd there laid the basi. for the oreation 

1 ot an over.e81 training oenter for Vietnames. revo1utioni.tto. 1"rom Olina and 
Japan. Phan boi Chau addre •• ed poetio appeal. to hlo oompatriot. in Indoohina. 
'!hes ...... ag ••• the bo.t Imown of whioh 10 the "Overseas Letter Writt.n in lI1ood. w 

2 .truok •• ympathetio ohord in many young int.neotualo. 

Japan's viot.ory 0 .... 1' Rusda in 1905 had an important effeot on Vietname •• 
po1itioa1 developm.nt.. It enoourag.d many of the eduoated leader. to se.k through 
the modernization of Vietname •• life a road to suooe •• 0 .... 1' their Western oppre •• or, 
Franoo. Thi. ohanged attitude opened the way for We.tern as _11 a. Chine.e and 
Japane.e influenoee. Two parall.1 phena...na developed. One oon.iet.d of oonepiratoria1 
aotivity with foreign eupport. oentered in the .eoret eooiety known a. the Vietnam 
Modernization League (Vietnam Duy!!!!. Hoi). f0'l'ed in 1904 by Phan boi Chau.lS Th. 
other wae the oreation of the "Tonk1n 1>ree Sohoo1" (Dong ~ Nghh ~4. movement 
to eduoate the people of Vietnam through the e.tablishment of a .erie. of free 
.ohool. for higher eduoation. Thi. .econd tendenoy refleahed mod.rn Frenoh influence 
within the traditional leadership. 

Phan boi Chau returned to Indoohina in 1905 to raiao i'und. to .end young 
nationaU.1a to Japan for training •. In January 1906. h. left for voluntary ."il. in 
Japan with the fir.t oontingent of Vietname.e student ••• mong whom was the young 

5 Prinoe Nguyen CUong De. The ••• tudent. aotively sought Japanese aid for the purpo •• 
of freeing their oountry from the Frenoh and installing the prino. Oft the throne 
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01' Am"",. In the p .. riod trOll! 1906 to 1909, about 160 .tudent. _nt to Japan to 
4 

reoeh. a military and political .. duoBtion 1'rom their Japanese teacher •• The mGYement tor popular education in Indoohina reaoh .. d a high point with the opening 01' the wTonkin Free Sohoo1w at Hanoi in 1907. A leading role in thi. 2 ..... nture om. played by Phan ohu Trinh, a 1'lIIItou. V1etn .... ese soholer trained in both the Chine.e and ...... noh -YJI of' thinking. The .ohool eYOlCed oono1derabl. populoI' IUpport and enooura~ed a lIal8 tnO"ftlment who •• lupnorterl 1Mr. known a. the "Hair. ~tter." (Dong Bao) beoause they .ought to IIOdembe the culture 01' the Viet_ •• by disoarding cld-tashioned "".t""", .uoh a .... aring 01' a queu.. lIoth .. o ... _nt. ""re brought under Frenoh interdiot in 1908 duri", a period 01' general r ..... lutioDaJ'; upheav.l in Indoohina. The .chocl _. cloud on the ground that it wu a oenter 01' .ub ..... rl1 ..... Botinty aDd the "Hair-~tt.r.· were .uppr ...... d by military aotion when they developed a program at .ooial retorm that oalled, amODf; other thi",., tor S 
4 

reduotion 01' tan.. Phan 01N 'l'rinh _. deported to France. In exile, he beo_ the teaoher and lead.r 01' many ;young V1etn .. e.e .tudent. in Pari.. Tho;young • radioal llguyen al Quoo,later known aa Ho-.ohi Kinh, the ttr.t preaident 01' the Demooratio Republio 01' Vietnam, wa. ona 01' the.e student •• 
6 

, '!'he role played by the Imperial Court in Hue in the nationall.t lI .... ement deolined .t"adily in importance. '!'he .... kn ... at the oourt _ •• h""" in 190T by tho .... lati .... laole at popular reBOtion to the dethron_nt and ex11. of' Emperor Thanh '!'hal,l .mo __ ............ d by the Frenoh tor oourt intrigue dir.ot ... again.t their authority.. '!'he nationali.t lI ..... ment under tho leader.hip at Phan boi Chau, howe .. r. oontinued ita olande.ttne aotivity 1I'1thin tl1e oountry and maintained 11d.on 1I'1th lmigri group. in O1ina and Japan. In 1908 •• ler1e. at l'ew1utionery diat1trbano •• ocourred throughout Annul &DIll ',foDldD. 

• a •• "low, pp. 28 U. 
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'the Tiger of Yen The." who wee implioated ~n a plot to poieon the Frenoh garri.on 
at Hanoi in June 1908.1 The rebellion wae euppreeaed by the Frenoh authorities. 

Expeoted aid from Sun Yat-een and eouthern OIine •• did not materialhe. 2 Boang 
3 hoa Them wae finally killed in 1914. 

Sino. Ooohinohina wae a oolony rath.r than a prot.otorate. the nationaliet 

IIOvement took a differ.nt form there. Th •• xi.teno. of a p:reat.r d." .... of fre.dom of 
th .. pre.. led to publio i ty for many of the Vi.tnamese p:ri.vanoe. and brought certain 

Improvement.. Th.re was le8. reliBno. on fOTOe on the port of both the Frenoh 
and the Vietname... Th. national1.umaaked their oland •• tin. aotiviti.a by o ..... ting 
.network of oODlll.roial enterprioea. The f8lllOua Gilbert OIieu oonepiraoy _I dloo,""re4 
.in the oouree of French investigation of this movement. whioh the Frenoh re,arded 

II 11ttle more than a manifestation of Japaneae eapionage activitiea. 

-With Gilb.rt Chi.u. nationali.m waa of Chinese intelleotual oharaoter. clearly xenophobia. oreated by tor.mer soholare whose oareers aa ·protesaora of OIinese oharaotera" hao been wreoked by the Frenoh Sohools. and. what waa worae in their eyea. whoae aooial prestige was ruined. Gilbert Chi ... h •• the arrogano. of theae firat :mnophobea. intell.otual half-breeda. wraoked by hate. 

"Although h. spoke and wrote Frenoh -- nothing more -- h. had retain.d the inprint of his original Q,ineae eduoation. Th1a made him all the more dangerous to Frenoh influenoe. because h. utili •• d the link oreated by oharacter writing to a •• ure himself of the support of the soholara who had been supplanted by the operation of our sooial system. Be .ntered into relation. with eeoret Chines •• ooietie. and maintained oontaots of a olearly intelligenoe oharaoter wi th Japanese agent.. The latter then developed around Saigon. in retaliation against our allianoe with Ru •• ia. a n.+.work of brothels where the oharm. of Japan.s. waitro ••••• trained for .apion.g •• served 88 bait tor our Buropean nOD-oo~8.1oned offioers who were thus expo •• d to annoying mi.hap •• 

"Gilbert Ch1au'. program wao sl.ml!\ed up in the formula. Drive the Frenoh out of Indoohina. Hia aotivities -- fill.d with hatred for ua -- happily wer. unmaaked in time. not ao muoh for the benefit of Frenoh peaoe. a8 in the interest of the legitimate aapiratlona of the Annamea. p.ople and of the poaaibilitiea of oollaboration with them. The undertaking waa liquidated by a long oriminal aotion. diffuse and oomplioated by inoidenta i nval ving the Japane •• Government. To 8um uP. the mountain d8liver.d a moue •••• Not even that. beoauae in order to oalm Japan.a. appreheneiona. all the oonapirato .... headed by Gilb.rt Gdeu. knefi tted from a nolle pro.equi ordinUlO •• mothatld. 
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one mlr.ht say -- although it mAy aBuae embarrAeement to the d18tln~1.hed 
magiotra+.e (II. Guy de ferrier ... ' __ by requirements of a diplomatio rather 
than judioial nature." 

Although the prooeedin~a were quashed, the dlaoloaurel made In the oouree ot 

the trial resulted in the expul.ion of the VietnAme.e .tudent. from Japan in 1909. 

The oenter for nAtionaliet aotivitie •• hifted to oouthem China. !!any or the .tuden' 

2 
formeriy in Japan now enrolled in the Chinese military .0adeM)( at Pao-tling. A 

unified leader.hip for nationali.t a~itation in Indoohina ... ao reoon.tituted at Cento. 

in 1912, when Phan boi Chau formed the '/I.etn ... Re.toration League (!!!! ~ ~ 

~ ~ Hoi) 3 and proolaimed a ProvieiollAl Go .... ~nt or the Republio or Ann .... • 

The Vietname.e leader., aany of whom had been. enten08d to pri.on termo after the 

unsuooessful ma....ment in 1908, oontinued their work under its "~i. both in pri.on 

Ii 
and in exile. 

,",e Vietnam Restoration League _. in'llOlved in ilUlurreotionary attempts in 

Ii 
1913, and variou. further attempts to overthrow Frenoh rule, with IIIId without 

the partioipation of the League, were made during World "ar I. !'lone of the. round 

a ma .. rollowing, however, and all were eaoily suppressed by the 1"renoh military. 

,",e Emperor Duy Tan _. enled in 1916. T Sinoe then the name or the Vietn ... 

Restoration League has been oonneoted with every major poUtical upheaw.l in IndochiD! 

Several later nationalist "roups have traoed their origin to it. It .till repres.nt. 

element. or the oon.ervot1 .... mandarin-royaU.t group, and Prinoe Cuong De oontin .... 

as it. titular head. - Aotive leadership of the nationaU.t .Oft_at, h""" ... r, wae 

... ~d by other group •• oon after World War I. 
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II. NATImlALIST VOVEl!ENTS, 1918-41 

1 
A. General Chnraoteristios 

During the period between the two world wars, the Vietnamese nationalist 

movement unde,.,...nt ~reat ohan~es in oharacter. Its prinoipal sourae of strength 

was popular dissatisfaction with Frenoh rule rother than the hostility of the old 

regime to the Frenoh. In its poll tio al aiJna, it was oriented no longer toward 

tho re.toration of Vietnam's traditional 1notitution. but toward establishment of 

• modern state along Western Unas. Leaderohip oam .. inoreasingly t'rao the Frenoh-

trained intelleotuals rather than from the mandarinate. 

World War I itself had a profound effeot Oft Vietnamese nationali~ Some 

100,000 Vietn""",se ware ohipped to Franoe to aid the war effort. IIany Of the .. 

returned fired with the deoire to tran.torm their own oountry in the light of 

their newly acquired lIe.tern knowledge and determ1nod to aohieve the .tandard. 

of demooraay and .elt_government that they had seen applied in Franoe. Tbe1r 

experienoe in France, and the impaot of the Russian Revolution of 1917, fUrther 

ooquainted the Vietnamese notionalists with Sooialismand Communism, whose oriticiaa 

of colonial pOlicy sunnlied them with ideological weapono. 

Immediately following World 1101' I, there wos a morked upsurge of democratic 

ideas in Indochina. Concepts of freedom of the press, a.sembly, and .. sociation 

gained currency. Vietnamese nationalist. demanded a bro~dening of the educational 

system, provision for large-soale admission of Vietnamese into governmental adminiltration, 

extension of the franchise, social legislation, and rigbt. equal to those 01' the 

!'rench in IndochiJ>a. Under the Oovel'nor Gene.,..lshipa of Albert Sarraut (1917_20)2 

15 
and ).laurioe Long (1920-22), modifications were made in the gove""""nt .. l struoture 

that provided for a semblance of native representation. These reforma stimulated 

the appetite of the Vietnamese for further rights. 

The legal b.li. of censor.hip and other forma of political control in 
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Indoohina lay in the authority Tested by the Frenoh Parliament and ministeri.l 

deoree. in the Governor General of the Indoohine.e Federation and in the ~oTOrnor. 

of the fh" states of Indoohina. There wao no separation of legiolati nand 

admini.trative funotions in Indoohina, and the ordinftnnes that rel~ted to pr ••• 

oontrol and politioal assooiation were ohanged in llOoordenoe .ith administratin 

Deeds and polioi.s. Newspapers were suppressed even if they had oomplied with all 

requirements known at the time of publioation, inoluding pre-oensor.hip. There ••• 

no effeotive reoourse against aote of the administration. The guaranteea of 

individual liberties oontained in the Frenoh Constitution were interpreted by the 

Frenoh oourt. a. not applying in Indoohina. 

'!he Frenoh authorities permitted more freedCIII in the direotly administered 

oolony of Coohinohina than in the proteotorates ot Ann ... and Tonkin. In 192:5, 

. . 
the Constitutionalist Party, the tirst ot several moderate retorm partie., ... 

legally established in Coohinohina. l A native press appeared. the year. 1924-25 

were the high point ot the Frenoh retorm movement. However, underground student 

and revolutionary sooieties also developed, ... did an illegal press. 

Nationalist aotivity during the 1920's oentered around several outstandiD£ 
2 

events. In 1924 a Vietnamese student in Canton, PbJuII hong Thai, unauooes.tu1l7 

tried to Idll Governor (Jeneral Martial Merlin when he vid ted there. Pham hOD£ 

thai, .ho apparent17 a.ted on his own initiative, loot hi. life in the attempt 

•• 
and subsequently beo .... a Vietn .... se national hero. In June 19%5 Phan boi Qum 

.... arrested b7 the Frenoh polioe in the Frenoh oonoe.o1on in Sh&D£hd. Hia •• ntan .. 

to death on November 23, 1925 touohed ott a serie. ot prote.t meetiD£. and 

:5 
dsmonstrations. Further nationali.t agitation aooompanied .... rial .erv1oe. tor 

• S .. belo., pp. 12 tt, 
•• S .. aboft, pp. a tt. 
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• M 1 Phon Chu Trinh, who had returned to Indoohina and died at Sair,on, aroh 24, 1926. 

Sohool strikes and manifestoes made their 8ppear~~oe. ~ reforms demanded by even 

the moderate nutionalists went far beyond the plAns ot the oolonia.l adminiatration. 

and, with the removal of t.he liberal Governor Alexandre Varenne in Maroh 1927, the 

reform parties were temporarily eolipsed. 

The nationalists who had partioipated in the reform movements turned e18e­

•• "here. In Coohinohina, a strong rellr;iouB move .... nt oalled Cao-Daism e ... rged. 

In Tonkin and Annsm, revolutionary nationalist parties began to grow, al did the 

Communist movement. While the movement toward religion was essentially a turning 

.... y from politioal aotion, tho revolutionary movement wal a direot oontinuation 

of the reform movements with alternative methods. In 1929, ae a relult ot the 

impaot of the world eoonomio depression on Indoohina, a wave of disoontent, directed 

a~atn8t the ~enoh adminis+.rntion, swept Indoohina. In 1930, revolutionary groupo 

led by the Vietnam Nationalist Party made a bid for power in the now famous Ten 

••• Bay rebellion. This was followed by the setting up of "soviets" among the peasante 

•••• of Nghe An and Ha Tinh Provinoes (Annem) by the Indoohinese Communist Party. 

Thes. insurgent movements were oompletely suppressed by the Frenoh, and the olandestine 

leaderahip of both parties went into exile in South China and Thailand. 

All a result of the ol!lsh between the revolutionary national1ata aDd the ....... 

Frenoh during the period 1930-32, the remaining reformist politioiane were allo 

plaoed in a difticult position. Uany of the more radioal nationalistl oame to regard 

them as traitor.. Popular tee ling turned inoreasingly against oompromise with 

the Frenoh. With the defeat of the inaurreotionary movement, the retorm move ... nt, 

too. deolined • 

• Soe above. p. 4 • 
•• Se. below, pp. 14 tt • 
••• S .. below, pp. 24 tt • 
•••• See belo_, pp. as tt. 
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In 1933. the dilorganlzed nationalist movement reformed its Tanks by 

• oonstituting an organization known as ~The Struggle" (~~) ~roup. The 

membership of this organization embraced Sooialiots, Communioto, and Trotokylsts who, 

taking advantage of the relatively liberal Frenoh pre.s laws in Coohlnohina, published 

a Saigon newapaper in Frenoh oalled ~~. This legal oovor for the under~round 

movement provided it with an opportunity to partioipate in the May 1933 eleotion. 

1 for the Saigon munioipal oounoll. The movement suooeeded in eleating t.ro ot it. 

leaders. Ita auooess in the eleotions indioated that publio interest waa oentered 

not on matter. ot looal administration but on iosues ot general politioal and eoonomi. 

reform. The moderate groupa had been greatly weakened in personnel and oonviotion 

during the immediately preoeding period of perseoution ot the nationalist movement. 

Although methods of repression applied by the oolonial adrdnistration ware 

ouooe.srul, they aroused oritioism in the metropolitan onuntry and abroad. ~y 1935, 

there was a oorresponding liberalization of the adminiatrative regime. The pres lure 

of the newly formed Popular Front in Franoe oontributed to this prooess. "The 

Struggle" group developed oonsiderable popular oupport. The nationalists who came to 

the fore were those who had been most suocessful ill olande.tine operation. and now 

benefi ted fraa tho prestige of tho Popular Front. They oampaigned 011 ioauea on 1Ihi.h 

the Frenoh administration W.. not prspared to make oonoe •• ion.. Strike. and labor 

agitation multiplied. 

Following the viotory ot the Popular Front in the eleotion. ot 1936 in 

metropolitan Franoe, a French parliamentary oommi.o1on visited In600hina to determine 

tho rea.ons for the periodio turmoil and unrest and reoammeDded reformation ot the 

oolonial regime. but it. report had little etre.t. 

With the oollap.e ot the Popular FrOllt government in ~an08 in 1938, the 

oolonial admini.tration regaill8d ita freedom ot aotion a~ain.t the lIatlonali.t •• 

• S •• below, pp. M tt. 
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The dane;er ot Japanese expansion and the outbreak of' World War II led to renmred 

.uppression of the Communists and revolutionary nationalists. many or whom haa exposed 

them.elves during the period of legality. 

Following the German defeat ot Franoe, olandestine nationalist aotivities 

increased. Some groups began to lean toward the Japanese. ~oBe ~rowing influenoe 

and power were being felt lUI Frenoh prestige Buffered. This trend was, however, not 

exploited by the Japane.e, who, after their invasion of Indoohina in September 1940, 

oame to a politioal agreement with the Viohy-Frenoh administration. Abortive nationalist 

revolts took plaoo at Dong Dang on the Chinese borderl at Rao Son, north of Langlon 

on ths Chine.e border, in Coohinohina, and at Do Luong. Nghe an Provinoe, Amlam. 

The.e movements were liquidated by Frenoh troops without Japanese interrerenoe, and. 

a. a result, some of the militant nationalist. adopted a stro~ly anti-Japanese attitude. 

The osnter of the nationalist movement again shifted abroad to South Chino., where 

tho groups in exile began the painful prooe.s or reoonstituting their organization. 

for readiness in the event of an Allied viotory. The organizatione formed befon 

World War II provided the training ground for the leadership of the nationalist 

movement that assumed power in the period following the fall of Japan, and these 

organizations form the basi. of the partie. and groupl that dominate the Indoohinese 

politioal scene today. 

B. Individual Movements 

1. Reform Parties. The development of reform partie. was oharaoteristio of the 

p~riod 1mmadiately following the end ot World War I in Indoohina. These partie. 

aohieved their greatest strength in Coohinohina, where the Frenoh administration 

permitted a greater degree of freedom ot politioal organization than elsewhen in 

Indoohina. Their inability to wrest signifioant retorms from the Frenoh allowed 

thom 11tt1 .. room for growth and development, however. and they _n unable to oompete 

with the emergent reYOlutionary nationalist parties. 
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a. '!'he Constitutionalist Porty. '!he eon.titutionftUst Party, fOn:>ed in 

1923, wns the first legal politi.al organization to be formed in Indoohina. Ito 

prominent leaders were Nguyen phan Long, a former fUnotionary in the Franoh 

administration; Duong van Giao, a SRiton lawyer) and Bu! Quang Chleu, a prof.sROT 

.and eduoator. '!hi. party attempted, within tho frrunework of Frenoh oovoreignty in 

Indoohina, to mitigate some of the more illiberal aepeot. of Frenoh rule. It 

oampaigned for Frenoh oiti.enship, equality before the law, th~ tran.formntion of 

the Colonial Counoils into genuine legislative bodie., arrioulturel oredit to 

improve the let of the peasant, and other moderate reform.. '!'he .mole program •• 

pIa oed by it. aponsor. within a oontext of Frenoh-Vietname.e politioal oolla~oration, 

whioh alone, they deolared oould guarantee Franoe'. remaining in Indoohinal any 

other oourae would abet revolutionary attempts to oust the Frenoh eompletely rr.,. 
1 Indoehina. 

'!he eon.titutionali.t Party gained .cme influenoe in Coohinohina ~ong 

intelleetual., the wealthier Vietnomeee landewner •• and government offioials. 

It waged a partioularly auooe.slUl oampaign ar,ainat a proposal to turn the port 

of Saigon over to a finan.ial oonsorti\lll1 that would operate it a. a monopoly. 

In 1925, the party waa auooeselUl in eleoting a bloo of its oandl.datee to the 

2 
Colonial Counoil. The Frenoh oolonial authorities tolerated the movement, 

particularly sinoe it managed to establish ocme oonneotion. with liberal for"". 

in metropolitan Franoe. 

When the reform movement was not sucoessful in realizing its .. ajor obj •• ti ..... 

and the adminiotration ~11ed to aot on it. program, however, a nutiber of it. 

adherent. ~ave up the politioal atruggle and turned to the new religion, Cao­

• Dai.m. Other. found their way into the olande.tine revolutionary group •• 

After 1934, the Con.ti tutional1.t Party regained a oertain -.unt o~ 

influenoe. It partioipated in the eleotoral struggle. for the munioipal oounoil 

• See below. pp. 14 ff. 
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of Saigcn, Coohinohina.. But it never E\ohifllven fl1ly rAftl mnB8ure of 8U00038. 81n08 

by then the aotivities of the legal orgAnizations or the revolutionary movement far 

.olips~d its activities. With the advent of World War II, a number of its followers, 

sensing the inoreasing influence of Japan In Inrloohina, helped form a new 

• revolutionary nationalist party, the Vietnam Revolutionary Party. and the Constitutionali.t 

Party disappeared from the politioal 80ene. 

b. Tho Vietnam People'. Progressive Party. A movement parallel to the 

Constitut.ionalist Party developod in Annam, where Pbam Quynh, an influential mandarin, 

aponsor6d the oreation of 4 moderate party tha.t attempted to achieve legal statu. 

under tho ]>renoh administration. '!'he party attraoted the .",...e moderate elements 

of the olandestine revolutionary nationalist organizations. In September 1926, 

the party was formally launched -under the name of the Vietnam People'. Progressive 

Party (~~ ~.!!2. ~ Hoi). Ita program was similar to that of the Coostituticmalht 

Party, but attempted unity negotiations failed. Ita membership waa confined for 

the most part to Tonkin and Annam. sinoe in Coohinohina it haa a direot oompetitor 

in the Constitutionalist Party. The ]>rench authorities refu.ed to reoognize the 

party as a legal organitatlon. and. as a re8ult. Bome ot ita members turned to 

oollaboration with the olandestine nationalist movement. The others remain~d ~oti?e 

in variou8 oultural and literary aotivities as ~11 as in lessor adm1n1atratiY8 

1 
poeta of the oivil servloe. 

o. The Demooratio Party. In 1937. Trinh dinh Thao. an influential S&1r;on 

laywer. founded another .... form party in Coohinohina, the Ilemooratio Party. One ot . 

its leaders W8& Dr. Nguyen van Thlnh. who beoame. in 1946. the firat president ot 

tho Fre~oh-apon.ored Republio of Coohinohina. Apparently an important faotor in 

the party'. organization waa Thao'. oonneotionwith the Cao-Daist Pope, Pham oong 

~ao. Little i. known of the speoifio program of thi. group other than that it 

• See below. pp. 49 tr. 
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favored a dominion-type status for Indochina. The pBrty partioipated in the 

eleotions,in Sai~on in 1937. It was the forerunner of the Indochinese D~ooratic 

• Party. whioh emerged after the war in Coohlnohina. 

d. The Sooialist Party. It appears that no aepara+.e Sooialist orr,anization 

existed among the Vietnamese in the period between World War I and World War II. 

However, there wes a branoh of the Frenoh Sooialist Party in Indoohina. This 

organi~ation, known aa the Coohinohina-Cambodia Sooialist ~ederation, embraced 

Vietnamese, a number of whom aoquired ~renoh oithenship, as _11 .... Frenoh olthe", 

It waa reoognized by the direoting oommittee of the ~noh SOO1slist Party in 

1936. 2 It establiahed a amall membership in Hanoi as well as in Saigon. The Sooi.ll 

organization attempted to ameliorate the oolonial regime in Indoohina. It faTored 

extension of the metropolitan regime to Indoohina and a policy of French-Vietnsme •• 

association. Some of ita Vietnamese members beoa.me lMll known 

as a party it did not beoome an important factor in Vietnamese 

individually, but 

3 
politioal life. 

2. Cao-Daiam. In the inter-war period, the Huddhist, Catholio, and Protestant 

religious oommunities in Indoohina wore not represented by oorresponding political 

groups. '!he only religious group to develop its own politioal influence,. .. the 

newly emergent Caa-Daist religion. Cao-Daiarn is a religious-aooial movement and 

not primarily a political party. However, its leaders and followers have been 

active in Vietnamese political life and exeroiae considerable influenoe. 4 

During the early 1920's Cao Dai (Supreme Palace, High Altar) was reTaaled 

to Coohinohinese spiritualists in the course of their seances. The Caa-Daist 
6 

religion was formally organized in 1926. by La van Trung, a Cochinohinese notable • 

. Its elaborate dogma oombin81 element. of the principal religion. praoticed in 

Indochina, i.e., Buddhism, Confucianism, Christianity, .pirit wor.~ip, anc •• tor 

• S .. below, pp. 136 tt. 
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worohip, and Taoio... Its organization resembles that of the Catholio Olurohl the 

ohief of the Tay-Ninh seot ot the Cao-Daioto 10 oalled the Pope. Important fo""der. 

of the religion, besides I.e van 'l'rung, were Nguyen ngoo 'ruong, I.e kim Ty, and Pham 

oong Tao, the present Pope. 

From its birth, Cao-Dai.m found among the Coohinohine.e intelleotuals, and 

pact!cularly among the disappointed nationalists, a f .. orable ground for its 

development. A great numher of government offioial_, students, and landowners 

embraood the teaohing of the new religion. The new relir,ion -- halt anoestral, halt 

BuropOBn -- appealed to the uneduo~ted and essentially superstitious mae., ~o, 

ama.ed by the mario of spiritiam and enoouraged by diaoriented nationali.t., and 

more often by self-seeking dignitaries, hastened to ,1oin. 

As _. to be expeoted, the movement 0 ..... under aharp sorutiny by the Frenoh 

authorities, who suspected it ot serving as a oover for subversive nationalist 

aotivity. It al.o enoountered strong oppoaition from the Catholio Churoh, whioh 

viewed with alarm thia "religion of Satan." In Coohinohina, the movement quiokly 

mushroomed in size and 

Annam and cambodia was 

power and aoquired over a million followera. 

1 
prohihi ted hy the Frenoh authorities. 

It. apread into ~ 

2 
Toward the end of 1933, a aohiam ooourred within the Cao-Dai.t religion. 

Under the leadership of Pham conI'!: Tao, a seoret Beot known 8.8 the Pham lion waa bUilt. 

3 
whiQh tended toward politioal-sooial activity. With the death of Pope I.e van '!'rung 

in 1936, a full-fledged .truggle for leadership broke out in the ranke of the 

leading hierarohy of the ohuroh. ?ham oong Tao sei.ed oontrol of the oentral temple 

at ray Ninh and ina.,uled hilnseU' .. "interim Pope." The Cao-Daiata split into a 

number of diatinot s eots, the moat influential of whioh was the Tay Ninh • eot. 

Prominent individuals a .. ooiated with the Tay Ninh s eot _re 'l'rinh dinh 'I'h.~ 

(Demoorati0 Party) and Duong van Giao (Constitutionalist Party). Support by theee 

men indioate. that this .aot had intimate relation. with the reform parti •• in 

RP.STll'ICTEL 
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Another important seot was the ~en Tre S60t, ~lch had influence 1n the two 

. provinoes. of Ben Tro and. Tra Vlnh, and the ohief of whioh .,,86 ~rru:r'Jn nyoo '!'uonr, 

(brother-in-law of ~ui Ouang Chiou, 8 leader of the Connt1tutlon9.1i:~ P&rty). 

A third soot, the 1'1en Thien aoot, had itt!! oentrnl seat at 110B. Flinh. Its chief W81 

16 kim Ty, one ot Cao-Daiem's founders. Among the prominent memhers of this Root 

.,a8 Nguyen van "rai, "ho attempted to e8tablish oonneotion. with t.he exiled Prince 

Cuong De in Japan in 1940 and _8 8entenoed to five years in jail. Another member 

involved in pro-.rapaneoe activity.,as Nguyen ba Tong, who fled to Japan and b~o ..... 

one of Prinoe Cuong De's body!'uards. A fourth s eot, the Lien Roa Beot, hod a. it. 

prinoipal promoter Nguyen phan Long, a well-known leader of the Constitutionalist 

Party. Ita oentral soat was located at Cau lOlo.. The Lien }i)a. soot was the only 

Cao-Daist group that had a propaganda organ; thia organ was entitled !!!!. ~ Re li~i 

(Cong Giao). A number of other 8maller seot. were 80attered throurhout Coohinohina. 

The Cao-Daist movsment wao to beoome extremely po_r1'ul in Vistnamese 

politioal lite atter Japan'. entry into Indoohina in 1940. FrOlll 1934. to 11141, tho 

cao-Daists maintained Horet relations with the Japanese. Aware of this relation­

.hip, the Frenoh oolonial authorities deported Pham oong Tao to Madagasoar When tho 

Japanese entered Indoohina. This did not, h~Ter, prevent the Japanese from using 

the Cao-Daiat movement as a OOTer for promotion of the "Greater East Alia eo­

Prosperity Sphere."2 

,- 3. Revolutionary Nationalist Partiee. 'The reyolutionary group among the Vietnam. 

! nationalist. oonsisted in the main ot younger elements .... ho despaired of reforming 

the Frenoh administration and adopted as their goal the foroible liquidation ot 

Frenoh rule. Revolutionary ideas tound ready aooeptanoe in the l~r ranka ot the 

offioialdom and among students, intelleotual., and the numerioally .mall laboring 

01& ••• 
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a. The Nww Vietnam Revolutionary Party. The first of the revolutionary 

netionallst pBrti_ thnt emerged in the period bettteen the two waTe WillS en organitatlon 

1 
later known 88 the Now Vietnam Revolutionary Par+.y (~!.!!! ~ ~ nan~). 

It. origin oan be traced to the Vietnam Restoration League (~~ ~ ~ E23. 
• }!inh Hoi) of Phan boi Chau and Prince Cuong De, popuhrly known as the Phuo Viet. --

It is of partioular interest beouuse it was the me~ting ground of a wide variety 

of nationalists ranging frrnn reformlf1ts to Communists 81'1d the 80ene of unending 

quarrels between +'hese elements up to the tilll" of its dissolution in 1930. 

Following the unsuooessful insurrection of 1913, the Vietnam Restoration 

League was primarily an association of older-generation politioal prisoners and exiled 

•• individual. favoring the restoration of Prinoe Cuong De. It was not until July 1926 

that a ~roup of young men met in Ben Thuy and refonned the organization wi thin 

Indoohina. nevoid of real political acumen but a~reed on the major aim of independence 

for Vietnam through revolutionary aotion, they resolved to establish oontact with 

.mi~re's in Thailand and China to formulate a program of activities. An emissary to 

Thailand found the Vietnamese residents there disinclined to en~a~e in political 

aotivitye SubseQuent effort in Canton, China, was more ~ooe88ful, and the 

organization's rep,..,sentative established liaison with what was then a lively 

funotioning center of tl'migrtl' aotivity looking to the oreation of revolutionary 

organizations in Indoohina. 

In March 1926, the Vietnam Restoration League changed the abbreviation of 
2 

it. name from Phuo Viet to Hung Nam and modified it. program by abandoning the 

avowedly revolutionary monarohical prinoiples of the Phuo Viet. Its new program 

oalled for. 

1. Independenoe, to be aohieved by peaoeful revolution. 
2. Republioan prino\ple., to be supplemented by Communist theories wh.n 

the.. theori •• would b. practiced by the great power •• 

• See above. p. 6. 
•• Bee below, p. &0. 
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3. The mOTal, intelleotual, and eoonomic reRWRkenlng of Indoohina, 

a. Moral. Profound reforms in family Bnd oommunal organization to 
oomhnt superstition and vice. 

b. Int.elleotual. New studies and the oroation of naw sohoole. 
the translation and publioation of hooks and papers. 

O. Eoonomio: Commeroial, industrial, and arrieultural 1ovelopm~nt 
through the erAation of lA.rge Vletnfll"'lOse oormnoroial and 
industrial sooieties and the oultivation of unoultivated land. 

4. Party reorganization, oomprising the setting up of a seoretariat, 
finanoial seotion, propa~anda seotion, instruotion seotion, Inapeot~ 
seotion., and oommission sBction. 

6. Elementary military training for all party members. The pro~ram 
stipulated, ho ... ever, that m,llitnry force ... as to be employed to 
aohieve independence only arter all other mean. had failed of ou""o, 

The envoy who had made oontaot with the existing 'migr~ oenter in Canton 

returned in 1926. Hy th~. time he, a. well e. other memher. of the or~.nization, 

had been won to support of the emigre' Communist-direoted Vietnam Revolutionary Youth 

• League (~~~ ~ ~ ~ Hoi) and ..... anxious to ruse the two organiul 

After disoussion, the name of the Hung Nnm wes provisionally ohan~ed to the Vietnam 

1 
Revolutionary Party (~~ ~ ~ Dang) to faoil1tate this aotion. 

The moderate members of the Vietnam Revolutionary Party were not happy with 

the orientation toward the ComMunist-direoted youth organization. ~ben the movement 

•• of "Progressives" headed by Pham Quynh appealed for support. many of them became 

immediate partisanl of the new organization, only to have their hope. dashed by it. 

failure to win favorable recognition from the Frenoh. The remaining member. of the 

Vietnam Revolutionary Party deoided to oontinue building their own "revolutionary 

party." The name Vietnam Re.toration League (Rung ~) wa. definitely dropped. 

and the organization maTed steadily to the left. 

Hy 1927, the Vietnam Revolutionary Party began to look for allie.. In 

April 1927, rulion was 8~+.emp+ ... d with the 11_ Vietnam Party (~!!!! Dang). a 

• S •• lIel .... pp. 30, tt • 
.. Se. abo .... p. lao 
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minor polition1 r;roup in Annam. whioh numb~red "ome 60 memoors. The fusion "'68 

pa.rtially sno oessf\tl and acme new mmbera "",ore won. When, in July 1927. the Canton 

imigr/oommittee made renewed efforts to persuade the Vietnam Revolutionary Party to 

• merge with the Vietnam Pevolutlon8ry youth League, the response W6e favorable. Aotual 

negotiations started soon thereaftftr. 

To facilitate ru.ion, the Vietnam Revolutionary Party acoepted the pro~ram o~ 

the Vietnam Revolutionary Youth League and formally adopted a new nRm8. Vietnam 

Revolutionary League (~~ ~!:.!!!!:. non~ .2!:!!. Hoi). "'he .tatute. of the 

or~aniz8tion were alearly Communis+., oalling for national and world r8Tolutlon. 

The p.rty .tructure wa. pattarned after the oell .tructure of Communi.t orp;anU-.tion •• ! 
I 

This pro~ram, however, belied the true st~te of affairs within the newly fermed 

Vietnam Revolutionary Leap:ue. A considerable nUMher of the members were not 

inclined to acoept their newly found Communist allies. Aggravated by personal and 

political differenoe., the fuiion negotiations foundered. A period of.taotioa1 

shifts and feint. began in whioh the Vietnam Revolutionary Lea~e or "Party of the 

Interior" vied with the Vietnam Revolutionary Youth Lear,ue or "Emi~"" Pari;/' for 

lupport and adherents. 

The acti va influenoe of the Vietnam Revolutionary League wa. oonfined to 

Annam. The bulk of it. membership of 160 to 200 ..... re petty functionaries wi thin 

the administration. Since the organization had soant Buocess in winning adherents 

in Tonkin, where the Communist-direoted Vietnam ReVolutionary Youtb Lear,ue and the 

•• Vietnam Nationali.t Party were the centere of attraotion for young nationalist., 

the Vietnam Revolutionary Lear,ue deoided to send &r,ents to Cochinohina in an attempt 

to reoruit adherents. 

In FebNlLry 1928, • meeting of the Central COIIIIIittee revealed that t.he party 

• See below, pp. ZO It • 
•• S •• below, pp. 21 tt. 
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ora •• teadily losing ground to the Vietnam Revolutionary Youth Leap;ue. J.~6nto in 

Coohinohina reported the exi.tenoe of a rival nationalist associ.tion led by Nguyen 

an N1nh· and were oommissioned to prepare a definitive report on it. In the 

interim Dew efforts to oontaot the emigre oenter in Canton were 8.uthorl~ed to f&oil 

fuelon. The reply wae B. stunning blow to the leaders ot the Vietnam Revolutionary 

League. They were urged to liquidate their organiza.tion and .1oin the Vietnam. 

Revolutionary Youth Lea""e. In July 1928, a oonvention 'l'as h"ld 1:<> reor,anhe 

the weakened Vietnam ReTolutl("1nary League. At this oonvention. ita nrune we. 

ohanged to the New Vietnam Revolutionary Party (~~ ~ l'enh n.n~). The 

oonvention was not disposed to take any aotion desir,ned to link the party'. deotl"oY 

with that of other organizationo beoause of oontinuing diffioultieo with the Vi.tn~ 

Revolutionar;r Youth League. It turned down propooals for fuoion with the r.guyen 

•• an Ninh As.ooiation in Coohinohina and the Vietnam Nationalist Party in Tonkin 

in favor of a general polioy of observing the development of other parti .. , lookin~ 

neither to allianoe nor to oonbat with them. 

The New Vietnam Revolutionary Party fared badly. Left-wing menbers continue, 

to de.ert to the Vietnam Revolutionary youth Leap;ue, a prooe •• that reinforced the 

more oonservative leadership in oontrol of the organization. A meeting in February 

1929 wi tneased another reorganiution of the already weakened party and the adoption 

of a new program that tossed overboard the Communist-inspired dootrine that ~.d ~een 

offioially adopted during the fusion negotiations. Thi. aotion ... a. a prelude to 

virtual dissolution. As a result of polioe suppresoion in 1930 and the de.e~ion 

of member. who formed a separate Communist group oalled the Indoohina Communi.t 

( ... 
All1anoe Dong Duong Cong ~!:!!!!. Daan) preliminary to ruling with the Indo-

• See below. p. sa • 
•• S •• below, pp. 21 tt • 
••• a .. below .. p. sa. 
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ohine.e Communiet Party, the n.".. Vietnam Revolutionary Party wa. oompletely 

disorganized by 1930. 

b. The Vietnam Nationalist Party (See appended chart of history of the party.) 

i. In Indoohina. Th. Vietnam Nationali8t Party (~~ ~ ~ Dane)l 

is the most 8ignifioant non-Communist revolutionary nationalist orr,anization that 

emer~ed in the 1920's. It. too. traoed ita origin to the teaoh1n~ot Phan bol Cheu 

and to the student movement that developed at the end of World War I. It refleated 

the impaot of Chinese culture on Vietnamese lite as expressed in the dootrinel of 

Sun Yat-sen and maintained throughout the yeare linke with Kuomintang element. in 

China. Thi. tie with China .ustained the organization through many diffioult period. 

and psrmitted it to survive while the New Vietnam Revolutionary Party .uooumbed 

under the oombined blows of polioe repression and Communist attri tioD. 

At the out.et, the differenoe. between the Vietnam Nationalist Party and 

• the New Vietnam Revolutionary Party were not very great. An obstaole to unity W88 

the partioularist oharaoter of the two organization. brought about by regional 

differenoe. in temperament and outlook, The Vietnam Nationalist Party', .trength 

lay primarily in Tonkin, that of the New Vietnam Revolutionary Party in Annam. Th. 

issue of Communism was the bar on whioh unity foundered. 

The Vietnam Nationalist Party was formed in November 1927 by a group of 

young intelleotuals. ~e ~ouund work for this undertaking had been laid by the 

organization of a politioal-oommeroial publishing venture named the wAnname •• Libra"­

(~Dong ~ Xa). It. publioations dealt with .uoh mattera a. the Chines. 

revolution, the lif. of Sun Yat-sen, nationali.m, and world revolution. Although 

the oommeroial busine •• was .uppros.ed, it suooeeded in establishing a oirol. of 

interested friends who beoame the organi&er. and leader. of the Vietnam Nationali.t 

Party • 

• s.e below, pp. 11 tt. 
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The party was modeled direotly after the Kuomintang. The low.st unit wao 

the lubeaotion aommlttee. representing a hamlet, villB~e. or oanton,dependln, on 

the aize ot the party organization in a given STea. TheBe unJtB ~Te oomhlned 1ntc 

provincial leotione, looal .eotlonl, and a oen+.ral aeotion. The oentTBl aeotlon.8 

oomposed of three branohes __ e""outi ..... legialati ...... and judicial. Att""hed to 

these three branohes were departments of propar,anda, finanoes. eoonomia af't.1 rl. 

army. espionage. foreign affairs. eto. In effect. the party _. orr,anhed to fuln: 

the fumtiollll of a government. It included Vietnamese ot both ... ""s. It. dOO'trino 

,was demooratic Sooialism. It favored the establishment ot a demooratio republioan 

"'r;~ that would help other downtrodden peoples in their .truggl .. a~ainst colonial 

\, oppreol1on. 

'rhi. orientation toward the Chinese Kuomintang WBe not aooompanied by Il 

d .. si,.. for Chinese influenoe in Indochina. The Vietnam Nationalist Party oounted a 

aid tram the KUOll1intang as an ally in the struggle to oust the 1>renoh from Indoohint 

not as a "liberator" that would replaoe rrenoh domination by Chinese. 

The partywaa alearly revolutlonRry in it. approach. It envisaged the use 

ot violence to obtain funds for operation) assassination of ooponenta and traitor., 

military training for its membership; eta. It oarried on intensive work to win 

.u~porter. amenr, the natives enrolled in the ?renoh Army in Indochina. A wo~n·. 

affiliate was oreated. named the Sooiety for 'reaohing Housewives (~ Con! ~ Foi). 

The Vietnam Nationalist Party a100 attempted to unite with other revo:utionar 

group. within and without the oountry. In JUM 1928 representatives _re sent to 

Thailand. but to no avail. The only oontaots made were with the affiliates of the 

• Vietnam Revolutionary youth Lea~e. whose Communist leanings made unity imposoible • .. 
Delegates were aent to oontaot the llguyan an !linh Assooiation and the II .. 

.... below. p. 150 tt • 
•• S .. belP. p. all. 
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Vi.tnam Revolutionary P~rty in Coohinohina. The nar,otiations with the Nguyen an 

Ninh Association fell throu,h. but 1iai.on was establi.hed with the New Vietnam 

Revolutionary Party's Coohinohlna or~anlzatlon. However, since this wae only a 

small group that never developed any strength in Coohinohlna, little adTanta~e aoorued 

to the Vietnam Nationa1i.t Party .1 a re.ult of the al1ianoe. 

In Deoember 1928, an effort to get Bupport from the Chine.e gOTernor of 

KwangSi Provi n08failed. 

The Vietnam Nationalist Party remained virtually oonfined to Tonkin. On 

July 1. 1928, a party oonferenoe ... aB held to .ol1dify the organhatio!l. Diooipline 

was til!:htened, and the President of the Exeoutive Branoh was gi.,en strong discretionary 

p""ors. An illegal journal oalled the Revolutionary ~ (!!2!!. ~ l~enh) was iuued 

in Hanoi. This wa. later augmented by .. H .. iphong joumlll o .. Ued the National ~ 

(~Nuoo). These papers .. ere not very suooes.rul. To help fin .. noially, the party 

op.n~ a hotel in Ootoher 1928. Poor seourity led to revelation of it •• ponsorahip 

to the "renoh polioe, and .everal raids were made on it in effort. to oatoh the party 

leaders. 

The party "W8.B relatively suooessful in winnln~ students and young 

funotionarie. in teaohing post.. It enli.ted Annamese Bo1diftr8 .. nd non-oommi •• ioned 

offioers in the arti11~. infantry, ordinanoe, and air oorpa. By the beginni!lg of 

1929, the party had 120 units oompri.ing 1,500 .ymp .. thi.er. and member., among 

whom were 120 native soldiers. 

In February 1929 the a ...... ination of a Frenohman en~ .. ged in reoruiting 

labor for work in Coohinohina and New Caledonia re.u1~~d in po1ioe .. ction against 

the party. Some 225 individual .... re indio ted. Thie dealt ... evere blow to the 

orga.nization. However. it lIurvi'Yed and Boon reoouped it, strength under the 

dlrsotion of it. mo.t prominent leader, Nguyen thai Hoo, " you!lg student intelleotua1. 

The organhation was reformed on the Comnuni.t 0811 p .. ttern to give it the .. ourity 
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needed to oounteraot the aotions nf the ~renoh polioe. The pArty en~nr,ed in the 

mBnUfllOture of banb. and small anns, raising the n .. o .. s .. ry ttD1ds tor this work lr/ 

bandItry. A new pro~ram of aotion was elaborat.ed, Whioh env18ar,ed the tollowin~ 

8U008881ve phases of aotivity. 

1. A seoret period of organl~Rt1onJ 
2. A ... mi-... or .. t p .. riod of preparation, 
3. An opan p .. riod of r .. volution, 
4. A p .. riod of reoonstruotion und .. r the direotion of the party. 

To r .. ooup the 10 •• .,. brought about by traitors who had oonfessed to the 

polioe, the Vi .. tnam Nationalist P~rty deoid .. d to punish sev .. ral of them ao an 

obj .. ot l .... OD and as a publio display of organizational .trength. The bodi ... ot tm 

viotims .ere mark.,d with ineoriptions, "for not having kept th .. blood oath." 

By 1929, popular f .... ling·again.t the Frenoh administration had become .0 

strong that Nguyen thai Roo believed an armed uprising would be suooe.stul .inoe 

it oould gain the support ot th .. ma.e of di.satisfied Vietnamese. A minority 
• 

disagr .. ed, holding that a lon~er preparatory pariod was neoe •• ary. Nevertheless, 

FebruaQ"lO, 1930 was set 88 the date for the insurreotion. It started at Yen flay_ 

'1'here were attaoks on Lam Thao and Hung Hac in Phu Tho Provinoe, and bombs were 

thrown in Hanoi. Di.turbanc .... pread to a number of other oitie., but the entire 

movement was vigorously .uppre •• ed by the Frenoh polioe. The leaders of the Vietnam 

Nationalist Party were arre.ted. Nguyen thai Roo was exeouted, other l .. aden fled 

to O1.ina. 

The removal of the majority l .. ad .. r. gave th .. minority a ohanoe to as"""", 

th .. lead .. rship at the party. The new leader. sought to invigorate th .. movemont by 

deoreeing the death or high Frenoh funotionarie. and their mandarin .upporter •• 

but their immediat .. ooncern wa. to gain new fund.. The party deg .. DOrated into a 

oolleotion or bandit gang. that attempted to extort lIloney tram unwi lling vid:im •• 

The Frenoh polioa oontlnued to traok down the memb .. r.. One Arter the other, tho 

ain .. otions at the party wera di.oovered and the leader. arre.ted. 
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The aotivities of the Vietnam Nationali"t Party wit.hin Indoohina oame to 

8 halt at the end ot 1932. The oenter of the movement shifted to China, where 

6:ligrea maintained the organization and prepared for ita eventual roooDatructlon 

within Indoohina. 

Unlike the Vietnam Nationalist Party in the interior of Indoohina, the emigre 

organization had been badly split. Its unifioation oame about as a result of 

pressure from the new elements who swelled the ranks follow1n~ their flight from 

Indoohina. The two major ~migre groupe were the Vietnam Nationalist Partiel ot 
1 

Ga."lton and Yunnan. Both groups could trace their genealogy baok to Phan bol Ola.u • 

..mo had laid the hasis for their reformation in hi. aoti vity from 1905 to 1925. 

11ke the "Interior Party," these two groups were modeled after the Chin8se Kuomintang. 

11. In China 

(1) The Vietnam Nationalist Party of canton. The first group that 

Iat.or booamo part of the Vietnam Nationalist Party of Cantonwos formod in 1925 by 

Vietnemese who ~re repelled by the Comnruniat intlt~enoe in the Vietnam Revolutionary 

• Youth league oreated by Nguyen a1 Quao. The Canton government extended material 

and moral aid to this group. The first step envisaged was the building of a 

"League or Oppressed Oriental Peoples," whioh would oomprise a Chinese, Vietnamese, 

Hindu, and KOrean seotion. (This organi.~ion had no relation to the organi.ation 

or the same name oreated by Nguyen ai Quoo.) Leok of surtio1ent Hindu and Korean 

mombors led to the establishment, instead, in 1~28 of a party oall.d the Vietnam 

2 
Revolutionary Party (~~ ~ ~ Dang). Another group formod a rival party 

oaUed the Vietnam Nationalist Revolutionary Party (~~ Quoo .!1!!: ~ ~ Dang) 

and vied with the first party for support from the Kuomintang. When tho Vietnam 

Nationalist Revolutionary Party began to reoeive a regular subsidy from the 

Kuomintang, it beoame the more important of the two organi.atioDs and absorbed tho 

mombarship of the first group. On Ootober 28, 1930, it was offioial1y reoognt •• d 

• Se. belOW, p. 30 tt. 
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by the Canton government 'Jnder the· nruno of tho Vlatno.m Natlonallet Revolutionary 

Party. 

At the end of 1931 and toward the boginninr, of 1932, relati~n. were e.tob11, 
with the Vietnam Nationalist Party in Yunnan. The Canton organltation the::-eupoT. 

dropoed the work "revolutionary" from it. title and began fU.ion at+'e~pts. The •• 
Were not suocessfUl until 1933. 

Meanwhile, in 1932, the organizer of the Canton party, Lonh traoh Don, 
deciderl to 68tahliah B "Provisional Indoohinese Government," a projeot that pe~it~ 
him to enlist the ait! of wealthy Chinese in exohange for honorifio title.. "'his 

led to internal diffioulties within the ~roup and representation. to the Chine.e 
Government. The Chinese Government, keeping in mind it. diplomatio relatlcn. with 
the ~renoh Government, invited the Canton party to dissolve it. "prOTisional 

government. " 

In April 1932, the Canton party held a congress for the purpose of 

reorganizing the Vietnam Nationalist P~rty. During this oon~res. di •• ident members 
objeoted that Chine.e Kuomintang delegate. were playing too prominent a role. 
This had its effeot, for the Kuomintang offioially withdrew its subsidy from the 
party and then dissolved it for not having obeyed in full the previous order to 
disband the .provisional ~overnment.~ 

The offioials of the Canton party made their way to Nanking, where they 

suooessfUlly reoonsti tuted the party. Contaot was established with Lu Ran, then 

ohief of the Wilitary Counoil ~reau of the Nanking Chinese National Gove~nt. 
This led to direot relations with the Central Exeoutive Committee of the Kuomintang 
and important seotions of the Chinese t..overnment. Authorization _ aa ohtained to 

establi.h the paTty offioially at Nanking, and, to make this possible, a monthly 
allooation of funds .,ao provided. "ollowing this, efforts .... r .. made to effeot fUa1. 
wi th the Yunnan organization. 
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(2) The Vietnam Nationalist party of YunnRn. "t'he orir,in of thf'l '!'mnAn 

P'TOUp, too, oan be trl'loed to Phan hoi Chnu And r;uon,,; T)e. Le phu Hiep, a :tu;Jf'f)rttJr 

of their movement" had Moome politioally aotive in YunnRn. He hA.rl llohio;vet1 .f.:he rl:tnk 

o!' oolonel in the Chinese administration and WitS n lAflninp:: flr:ure in the Vjqtn'lmeaa 

oommunity in Yunnan. In 1928" he was instrumental in formlnr, the Revolutionary Sino-

Vietnam "ilitary League (Trung !!!! ~ ~ ~ Quan). This organization soon 

foundered. bllt its members later joined the emigr6' Vietnam Nationalist Party oreated 

by Nguyen the Nghiep. who had esoaped from Indoohina, Where he had been sentenced 

• to a ten-yoar jail term in the early part o~ 1930. He established a number o~ 

parbJ oells in Yunnan. where membership may have renohed the figure of 300. 

The party was aotually a seotion o~ the chinese Kuomintang -- its units 

oorresponded to llni ts of the Kuom~ntang and depencied upon them. This arrangement 

served the Vietnam Nationalist Party quite well, sinoe it gave them proteotion ~ rem 

the Chinese authorities. And protection was ner.essary, since the or~ani,ation waft 

oonstantly raisin~ ~nds throur-h extortion and robbery along the length o~ the 

railroad from Yunnan to ~onkin. Conditions heoarne so had, ho~ver. that the Chinese 

authorities were ~inally ~oroed to put a stop to the illegal aotivities o~ the party. 

In September, 1930, Nguyen the Nghiep left to establish +.he party in Burma at 

Bhamo, an unsuooessful venture. He returned to Yunnan end was arrested follOwing 

the murder o~ a politioal rival. The party, nevertheless, ~ared well. It obtained 

military training for its members by enrolling them in the Yunnan Military Sohool. 

Some fifty odd partisans were enrolled in the Chinese Army. Still others worked in 

the arsenal at Yunnan. where they reoeived training in the manufaoture of grenades 

and explosives. The party engaged in a number o~ business and agricultural enter-

prise. to augment its ~inanoe.. By the end o~ 1932, it tried to solid1~ it. 

position still ~rther by ~sing with the Canton and Nanking organization.. From 

July 16 to July 24, 1933, the rusion prooeedinga_re in ru11 swing and both part i •• 
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were finally am81~amA.tf'td unrler tho leadership of the "Oversells 'quren.lJ" of the Vletm· 

Nationalist Party in Nanking. 

Little i. known of the l"ter history of the exile orr,anization up to Toorld 
• War II. although it is ole'll'" that this history 18 one of plota f'lnd I)ounterplote al 

individua.la vied with eaoh other fOT oontrol of the variou8 ."ottons. Part:v ,-roup. 

oontinued the policy of launohing attaoks on various settlements on the Indoohina 
border ao wall ao looting rail ohipment.. Within Indoohina the party played no 
.ignifioant role during this period. 

When the influenoe of the Japanese began to doain8te the Indoohine8~ .oene 
in 1940, the Vietnam Nationali.t Part~ underwent internal o"hiomo. Some of the 
nationalist elements looked to Japan as they had previously looked to ~ina for 
aid against the Frenoh. A pro-Japanese faction, under the leadership ot Nguyen Tuo~ 

•• Tam, adopted the name Great Vietnam Demooratio Party (~!!!! ~ Ghinh). It 
gained strength in 1940, but the Japane.e permitted the Frenoh to olamp down on its 
aotivities" and it appears that Nguyen tuong Tam and other leader8 'Were arreste~ in 

1941. 1 At the same time Nguyen the Nghiep returned to Indoohina and formed tho Great 
Vietnam Nationalist Party (£!!.!!!! ~ ~ Dang). The leadership of his group in 

exile at Kunming, bearing the name Vietnam Nationalist Party (Viet !;.." Ouoe "an Dar.rl --------••• was taken over by Vu khong Khanh,. a former sohool teaoher. It was Vu khong 

Khanh's group that was to beoome a faotor of politioal importanoe within Indoohina 
Wi th the resurgenoe of the nationalist movement at the end of World War II.···· 

••••• o. The Indoohinese Communist P.rty. The hirth and subsequent Aeveloprnent ot 
2 the Communist movement in Indoohina i. inseparahly oonneoted with the life and 

aoti vi ty of Nguyen ai Cuoo, or, ao he is now kno,"" Ho ohi Minh, President of the 
Vietnam Demooratio Republio. He was its oreator, gUide teaoher, organizer, and inapt 

• Se. balOW, pp. 68 tt • 
•• Sa. balow, p. 64. 
0.* See below, p. 62 • 
•••• See below,. pp. 77 tt • 
••••• Saa appended oharta of the development of CommWl.! at. organizatiOns 1J1 Incioolli"... 
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Ho ohi Minh first nppeo.rad on tho politlonl 800no 1n 1919 in Poria fit tho 

poace Conferenoe, to whioh he addrossod memoranda or~111ng for froodom nnd .1ur,tio6 

for the people of Indoohina. Following this, he 18 known to havo p~rtiolpated in 

thfJ Sooialist Party Congress ot TOUTS 1n 1920, whioh saw the left-wing Socialists 

~plit to form the ~renoh Communiet party. As 8 member of the Fronoh Communist Party 

io 1921, he was inrluential in rorming a /!roup oalled the "Inter-t:olonial Union," 

'Whioh inoluded Arabs, Afrioans, and other 0010n18.1 Bub.jeota of the Frenoh Empire. 

1 
Ho 800n devoted all his time to its Vietnamese membership. 

Ho left Franoe in June 1923 aa the Frenoh Communist Party delegate to 

the Peasants. In+.ernatlonal, or Kresttntern, Congress meeting in Moaoow of Oatober 

1923. Re lived in the USSR for a year and a half a. the oolonia1 reprrs~ntative 

on the permanent direoting oommittee or the KresUntern. His next assignment was 

to the Soviet Consulate at Canton, where he served under Borodin as a "~ineBe 

translator" -- a euphemistio oover ror hi. efforts to oro~te an Indoohinese Communist 

Party_ At the time, Canton was a center for manv young Vietnamese who. in answer 

to the appeal of Phan boi Chau, journeyed thero to aoquire an eduoation in order to 

help liberate their oountry. 

In 1925, Ho chi Minh published a broohure entitle. ~ Prooes ~.!!. Co1oni .. tion 

Fre.noaies. It contained a atatement of grievanoes of the ne:tlonallste ~ain8t 

Frenoh imperia1i.t rule and ended with an appeal to the Vietnamese student youth 

to emulate the Chinese in forming assooiations to liberate their country.2 

In oonsidering the sooial .truoture of Annam and the po •• ibilitie. it 

afforded ror achieving this end, Ho aocepted the thesis of the COMmuni.t Intdrnational 

as it sopIted to the oolonial oountries. This envi8a~ed the development ot ~~e 

proletarian revolution in Indoohina in two stap;es. The first stage was de81~8.ted 

the "bourgeoiB-demooratl0 revoluti on," lending to independenoe. The 8 eoond W 8S of 

specifioal1y Communi.t nature, leading to Indochina'. integration into a world Soviet 

tederation. In amp1ifioation of thi& view Ho i. reputed to have said L~ Moscow in 
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the Bummer or 1927 that the oreation of an Indoohina Cornnunist Party ~8 iMpossible 

at the time beoause "no one A.ft yet understood the signifioanoe of +.he wor" communilJ!: 

However, he oontinued. it WI18 "possible to cOl1Rtltute flTl Indochinese nlJ'tlonBJ.lat-

sooialist and revolutiouary pnrty whose leRd9TS wou1d he respon81bl~ for hrin,ing 

all ita memhers step by step to orthodox marxism." 

1. Vietnam Revolutionary Yo~th Lenrue. In June 1925 8~ Ganton. Po 

founded an assooiation named the Vietnam Revolutionary Youth Le~Y,Ue (~N~~ ~ 

• !:!!!!.!!. ~ ~ Hoi). At the som .. time, in oonoert with the Indian Cormuni.t, 

M. N. Roy, he launohed the League of Oppr .... ed People., but he ahandoned th1e 

organiEation shortly after its oreation. 

The new youth organization published " weekly paper oalled ~ (~ Ni"n) 

Eighty-eight i •• ue. were printed from June 1925 to April 1927. The paper wo. 

oonoerned pri~arily with appesls to nationalist sentiment and inoluded materi.l on 

the history of the oountry. Only in 1926, after a preparato~J period of educational 

aotivity, inoluding translation of Marxist terminology into Sino-Annamite, did Bo 

finally write that wonly a oanmuniBt party oanlUltima+:el;iinsure the well-being 

ot Annam." 

At the same time, seleoted members or the youth organization enrolled in 

the Whampoa Military Aoarlemy, where Chinese Nationalist. and Communists were rec.i~ 

training as the fUture leaders of the Chinese Nationalist state and army. The 

members of the youth League a1ao reoeived speoial courses of instruotion under HO'1 

direction. 

'he League'. program aotually oomprised these +.aaksl 

1. Teaching ~he young emigr;sJ 
2. Prepuring written proeaganda and issuing the weekly paper; 
3. Creating and maintaining liaison with n"tionalist and Co=i.t 

organi.ations in the interior of Indoohina and .ympath.tio 
organizations abroad) 

4. Est_blishing Canton ns the oenter of the emigre cove~~nt, with 
authority over the interior movement in Indoohina aa well &1 OTer 
the training of new reoruit. from Indochina • 

• See abon. pp. 18 tt. 
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The int.ernal 81tuntlon in Indoohina favorod thAne notlvltiee of the Vietnam 

Revolutionary Youth Lengue. Na~ion-wide meetings nnd demonstrntions had been 
• held in support of' Phan boi Chau, who had been arrested on June 30, 1925 and 

condemned to death on November 23, 1926. (Ho WAS Ioter pardoned to spenrl tho re5t 

of his Ufe in oustody et Hue', Annam.) •• Phen chU Trinh had returned from Europe 
on June 26, 1925, end wes aotive politioally until his death on Maroh 26, 1926, 
~r.ich was the oc08sion for nation-wide student oommemorative meetings. The young 

revolutionaries of the Youth L8ague found fertile ground for the oreation of cell. 
in all three regions ot Indoohina and tor the seleotion of new reoruit. tor the 
~ton sohool. 

The .plit in the Kuominteng between the Communist. end Chisng K'si-shak'. 

followers foroed Ho to leave Canton in April 1927 for Eongkong and then Moscow. Some 
of the members of the Vietnam Revolutionary Youth League were imprisoned, but the 
organization oontinued to funotion, sinoe the Kuomtntang authorit.ies were basioally 
anti-Frenoh and were willing to allow it to exist as long as it direoted ito agitation., 
even though of Communist nature, "I':ainst the Frenoh. In 1Jeoember 1928. atter the 
arrest of some of the leaders of the Youth League who Were members of the Chinese 
Communist Party, the oenter of the organization was transferred to Kwangsi and then 
Hongkong. Despite diffioulties enoountered, it was esti~ated t~nt the follOWing 

results had been obtained by May 1929. (1) 250 Annamese, at the minimum, had received 
revolutionary training abroad. (2) more than 200 had returned to Indoohina and 
established new oontaots) (3) the organization had an estimated 1.000 memb~rs and 
sympa.thizers. 

In Indoohina, the league was organized as tollow .. Annam, Tonkin, end 
Coohinohina had r.gional oentral oommittees. In Tonkin, two oity oommittee. (Hanoi 
and Haiphong) and three provinoial oommittees (Nam Dinh, Thai Binh, and Baa Ninh) 
direoted numerous oell. oomprising several hundred .upporter.. In Ann ... there .... r • 

• So. aboTe. pP.3, 8 • 
•• See aboTe, pp.4. 9. 
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some 200 fol1cwers in the northorn Rnd oontrfll provlnr.o8. In Soohinch1.nl;l. thf9", 

were three oenters in the oities of Saigon, Mytho, end CfU1tho -- eaoh e...,ntrollir., 

a ~roup of provinoes; 1n Coohinohina 8.S a lIIholo, thoro 'Wore 100 memh~r8 in 19 cella, 

8.S well 8S 275 sympathizers 1n 12 auxiliary aS8ooiatlona (womon's huxill~rle6, 

oooperatives, study oiroles). The I!1ajority of the Tonkinosfl lOOmners helon.,;ed to tr,'! 

laboring 018.8s. In Anne.m and Coohinohina, the 8001al oomposition was mlxpd, lnoludi 

workers, teadher~, students, and peasants. The party maohine was oomposed pre-

dominantly of teaohers and intelleotuals, and the important funotion!! .,ere oarried 

out by graduates of the Canton emigration. 

11. The Hongkong Conr,re.s,~. Under Ho'. leadership the Con:rnunlotl hal 

assumed oontrol of the organization. Xed by the Tonkinose, they no.,.. neeired to 

build a 8eparate Indoohinese Communist Party. A oonf!;res8 of the Vietnam. Re'Volut1one 

Youth League, held in Hon~kon~ from May 

, leadership was out of step with the new 

1 to 9, 1929, revealed thet the eMi~r. 

1 
trend of the interior organization. Thi. 

was demonstrated particularly clearly when the one delegate from Ar~am and two 

delegates from Tonkin propossi adoption of the name "Indoohinese Cc:::rr.unist Farty" for 

_ the organization and split away when they were not upheld. The emi"re leadership 

conceded the necessity of organizing It. Communist part.-y, but maintained that the 

oongre's had no authority to take suoh aotion until the Youth League itself hAd 

adopted a eommunist program. In reality, the leadership wa. unwilling to deviate 

from the politioa1 line previously set by Ho ohi HiOO, whioh had aimed at building 

a revolutionary nationalist party with sooialist tendenoies. 

The oongress continued its work and adopted statutes bringing the organiza-

tion in line with the deoisions of the Sixth World Congres. of the Communist 

_ International while maintaining it. quasi-nationalist oharaoter. This ie evidenoed 

by it. deoision to oontinue rusion negotiations with the N~ Vietnam Revolutionary 

• 
Party (2!:!. ~ ~ ~ nang). HOII'ever, it did deoide to wage .. struggle o.gain.t 

• S.e &boYe, pp. 17 ff, 
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-the Vietnam Nationalist Party of Tonkin, whioh it regarded al a "bourgeoi. party.-
It aloo addressed a letter to the Comintern requesting reoo&"i tion of the Vietnam 

1 Revolutionary youth League. 

The dissident delegates returned to Indoohina and were 8uooessful in ~nn1ng 
tho Tonkin and Annam regional organizations of the Youth League to their pOint of 

vie", They set up a new organization called the Indochin ..... COJmIIunht Party (Dong Duong 
Cong San Dang). Emissaries to Coohinohina suooeeded in eotabliohing a seotion in ---
this region, and by November 1929 the Indoohinese CommUnist Party wao ouffioiently 
strong to rival the Vietnam Revolutionary Youth League organization th .. re, whioh had 
upheld the .mi~r~ leadership. Ry this time the emigre lAaderlhip had aeoretly 
adopted the name Annamese Communist Party (~~ ~ Dang), for fear ot loaing 
it. militant members to its rivals within Indoohina. 

The new Indoohinese Communist Party also had ito effeot on the other 
nationalist groups, ouoh ao the Nguyen an Ninh Assooiation in Coohinohina and the 
New Vietnam Revolutionary Party of Annam. On numerous oooasione. the New Vietnam 
Revolutionary Party had unsuooessfully undertaken fusion negotiations with the Vietn~ 
Revolutionary youth League. It kept losing members to the Youth League in the 
prooe.s. In 1929, to hold its looses, it too, ore~ted a Communist affiliate, called .-the Indoohinese COITIl\unist Allianoe (Dong Duong ~ ~ ~ Doan). The Nguyen 
an Ninh As.ooiation, or, as it was oeoretly known, t.he Hope of Youth .Party (~ 
Vonlj ~ ~ Dang), whioh had been organized by Nguyen an Ninh, a prominent 
nationalist, in Coohinohina in 1927 following his returnfirom Franoe. haa a m.mber.hi~ 

--of 700 to 800 and had adopted an a~r.rian sooial1st program. When NguY"n an Ninh 
.. as arr •• ted in September 1929, it wao destroyed, and ooms ot it. member. joined 
o1thsr the Indoohineo. Communi.t Party Or the Annamese Communist Party • 

• Sle aboTe, pp. 21 tt. ·-S •• aboye. p. 20. 
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Both the Annamese Communi.t Party and the Indoohinese Communi.t Party 8ou,ht 

to gain reoo!,:nition from the Third International as it. offioial s~o~1on in In1ooh1! 

They attempted to looate Ho ohi Uinh to help in this task. In July 1929, it -. 

learned that }fo WBe in 'Ihailand. 'Where he had been IS Acretly W'orkinr, in the IJlTge 

Vietnamese oolony. numbering 30,000 emigres. He had sucoeeded in buildin~ 6 "roup 

of purely nationali.t oharaoter oalled the Annamite Fraternity of Siarn (~~ 

Ai Nliuoi ~£. Xiem) • 

i11. The Unifioation of the Commtmist Party, 1930. Ho journ~y.d to 

Hongkong in JanUAry 1930. l'Y)'aroh 1930 he yr •• • uffioiently in touoh with t h .. 

situation to arrange for the rusion of the Indoohine.e Communiot Party and the 

Annamese Communist Party, as we11 as the Indochines .. Communist Allianc... Th .. 

Central Commi ttae of the new party was transferred from Honiikong to Haiphong in 

• Tonkin. From "eoruary to Ootober 1930, this organization was known ao the Vietnllll! 

Communist Party (~~ Cong ~ Dang). In October 1930, a conere •• _. hold in 

Hongkong to formalize the actions of the preceding period. The congre". adopted fOT 

the party the name "Indoohinese Canmuni.t Party" (Dong Duong Cong ~ Pane) to 

conform to the rules of the Communist International, ainoe that title included all 

of Indoohina and not solely the three Vietnamese province.. The Central Committee 

was transferred from Haiphong to Saigon. The party orgnnization included ouch 

subsidiary organizations as self-defense sectione. workers' unions. peasants' 

unions, women's assooiations. 9,,1 anti-imperialist league, and a branoh of the 

international Red Aid Organization. Ho i. known to have been in touch with tho 

Chinese Conmunist group in '!bailand and to have attended, a a representative of the 

Comintern Bureau of the Orient, the Third Conference of the South Sea. Communist 

Party in Singapore in April 1930. 

The South Seas Communi.t Party had been formed at the end of 1927, aa had 

the South Sea. Communist Youth Organization. Theae organizations inoluded ~ng 

th.ir membership Malayans, Thai, and Indoohinese. Both of the •• organization. 
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were direotly controlled by the Chinese Comnnmist Pnrt:v ('.antral CoflUnittoe, whioh 

1teolf was responsible to the Comintern FaT Ea!'1tern Pureau at Sh9.n~ha.i. In 

t\rlr!ition, 8 South SeBs rJ6neral Labor 11nion functionftd in 1928 and 1929, If'lfl.dinr: 

to the creation of the Pan-Paoifio "'Tarlo Union Seoretn.rist, with headQual"'tars in 

She.ne;hai and Vladivostok. in the BUMmer of 19?9. 

At the April 1930 mfleting in Singapore, the formal d eo1oion" as made to 

split the South Sens Communist Party and f!:ive its oomponont national p'roups III statue 

Independent from direotion by the Central Committee of the Chin.se Communi.t Party. 

Coordination was a~oomplished through a Southern Rureau respon.ible to the Comintern 

Far Eastern Bureau at Shanghai. 
• 

In lQ30, the Indoohinese Communist Party had very olear and defined relation. ,-"-" 

with the International Communist ap;>aratus oomprising (1) the Comintern Bureau of 

the Orient at Shan~hai, (2) the Seoretariat of the Pan-Paoifio ~rade Union, (3) the 

Communist organizations of Malaya and Thailand, direoted and controlled by a 

Southern Bureau, (4) the French Communist Pnrty, through the intermediary of the 

Seoretariat of the Unitary Confederation Generale du Travail, and (5) the League 

again8t Imperialism and for National Independenoe. with headquarters in Berlin.-

In April 1951, at its eleventh plenum, the Central Executive ColIImittee of 

the Gomintern reoogni •• d the Indoohinese Communist Party as a national.,otion. 

iv. The Events of 1930-32. The ~ork of the newly formed Communist Party 

was faoilitated by the internal situation during 1930 and 1931, when a wave of 

nationalist unrest 8wnpt over Indoohina. The massaore of Yen Bay took place in 

" 1930. Politioal killi11l:s, strikes, robberieS, and demon.trotio". were widespread 

as both nationalist and Communist organi<ations .trove to augment their revenues 

sr.d influenoe. 

The oombership of the Indoohinese Co=nist Party ia believed to have reaohed 

• See appended ohart of the international oonneotion. of the Indoohine .. 

Communist Party in 1930 • 
•• See above, p. 24, RESTRICTb1> 
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1,000 during this perIod. l This n1mmrioally 8mall membership was no m68sure ot 

it. true influenoe, however, it i. e.timated that some 100,000 peasants followed 
2 

the leadership of the Indoohine.e Communist Party in this period. ~e party played 

.a leadin~ role in the strikes fUld demonstrations 88 'Well 8a in ar::tu&l ineurreotlon6r;" 

attempts. Guided by the "third period" philosophy of the Comintern, it attempted 

to oreate peasant soviet. through uprisings. In Ha Tinh and N~he An, it led • 

peasant movement that killed the landlord. and divided the large estate •• 

The violent methods employed by the Indoohine.e Communi.t Party, aorre.pondln, 

as they did to the method. employed in early insurreotionary at+.empt. to rid 

Indoohina ot the Frenoh. were oBIlsured even by the Canintern. The Comintern rep;ardec'. 

unfavorably aotivities that smaokad of terror and pillage on the part of individualo 

+ lince they were not in oonsonanoe with the "organized violenoe" ot Marxist dootrine. 

• 

The Frenoh authorities not only were able to s\ll)pre .. the CoImtunlot mo .... ment 

but al.o publioly tried many of its leaders and member. a. eammon oriminal.. The 

entire apparatus of the Indoohinese Communlot Party was _&lhed. The party sunered 

a final blow when its international oonneotion. were severed with the detention of 

Ho ohi Minh by the Briti.h authorities in Hongkong. 

Reorganization of the destroyed organization wa. attempted in 1932, and 

.ome suoo.s. was apparent by the end of the year in the letting up of • provi.ional 

apparatus in Tonkin, Annam, and Coohinohina. However, the Frenoh polioe were tully 

informed of these aotivities and destroyed the embryonio organization. TWo hundred 

arrests were made. The Frenoh al.o apprehended emig"';. from Thailand and Olin. who 

attempted to return to help reoonatitute the Indoohineae Communi.t Party. 

T. Reoonstitution of the Indoohinese Communist Party, 1933. In 1933, 

new effort. were made to reoon.titute the Indoohine.s Communl.t Party __ effort. 

augmented by the relea .. of many politioal prlooner. who had been jailed for their 

partioipation in the e .... nt. ot 1930 and 1931. Detantion had he1j1;hte""d their acral. 
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and ""lded them to"ether in their oommon 0 ause. '!'hey inmediRtely undertook a 

v1~orOU5 eduoational pro~ram to raise the level of leadership. 

The first steps were the orention of B regional oommittee at Sai~on and the 

I ~B:;\lnnOe of a paper oalled the ~ Flllg (~Do) and a magazine called the Communist 

Po vie" (Tap ~ Cong San). Under the leadership of a former student of the Oriental -
In5titute of Uoscow, Tran van Qiau, the Indoohinese Communist Party WBe reoonstituted. 

It soon began to have a signifioant influence on the numerioally s .... 11 laboring clu •• 

A psrtioularly important step was the reoonstitution of the League against 

• Imperialism -- not as a individual-membership organization serving as a front for 

the Comunist Party but as an organization with ""ioh workers' unions, peasant 

organizations, and nat.ionalist parties could affiliate. The Indoohinese Conmtunist 

Party, in the framework of suoh a ooalition, maintained its independenoe of aotioD 

and ths right to oritioize in order to be able to influence those of non-Ccmnunist 

persuasion. The party en.1oinerl its members not to enp;age in violenoe and warned 

against the exeoution of "Frenoh traitors" on the grounds that suah terroriaq -j 
on the part of individuals would lead to repression of the party. In effeot, 

there was a return from the ultra-left period to the taotios that lio ohi Minh had 

used suooessfully to build the movement at its inoeption. 

A framework of international oontaot was again. et up through the medium 

of Vietnamese sailors ""0 visited the porto of Nanking, Shanghai, and Hongkong, 

where oenters were established. 

The Indoohine.e Communists also established oontaot with Chinese Communist. 

in Thailand. In April 1933, a oongress of the party wa. held in Ban-Mai, Thailand, 

aoros! the Laotian border. The party was still in a weakened state. No representatl ... 

from Tonkin wore Fesent. The Central Committee had to be located in Thailand, 

oontrary to orthodox prinoi~1es requiring that the direoting oommitt&e be in. ide the 

oountry. It was deoided (1) to ra~Gt~bli.h oontaot with the Comintern, (2) to 
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reestablish liaison and rehuilrl the Tonkin orranization, (3) to estnhlish an emirr • 

• ahaal at Ban-Mai. It WS8 not until 1935, hnwf'Jvor. at 0. COnrr"S8 held 1n Portu;;u~!. 

'Maoao, that. the real reorganization of the Indoohinese COfrrTIunist party was flcoompll 

In the interim, the aotivity of the nationalist IJ\(")voment took lAr,Rl forma in SSil!'or. 

Coohtnohina, ~here there was a relatively large European populBtlon and a d.~ree of 

freedom of the press for Frenoh_language papers. 

In the 1933 elaotion. tor the munioipal oounoil ot Sai~on, the Communist. 

and Trotskyist." joined hand. in a united tront movement. ~.y jointly puhlished • 

newspaper oalled !!!! Strur:r.le (!:! Lutte) and presenterl oandidate. ror the oont.st.~ 

posttlons. The Camnunlsts Wguyen van Tao and "'ran van Thaoh headed the "workers t 

list" a~ain8t the "bourgeois representatives" led by N'gu;ten dinh ""ri. "The Strun:: 

group won a distinot SUOOASS in the eleotions. ~ S+'rur:l!':le waa published in "'ren~ 

and not the vernaoular. ConseQuently, it was l~ited in it. \nfluenoe. E~n 80, 

it beoame widely known for it. attaok. on the prison regime. in Poulo Condora, Dak 

Pao, and Lao Bao. It oampaigned for better working oondition8 and tor """,lior.tiot 

of the lot of the peasants. In the QOunoil, Nguyen van Tao and ""ran van Thach tool: 

1 
every opportunity to pillory and exooriate the oolonial reg i.e. 

n. The Comintern line, 1935. In 1935 a I.\aoao oon/:rBs. or the Cor.n:runtat 

Party w&4 organized under the fte~i8 of an "exterior dlreotin~ oomrnittee."2 Delegate 

tram Indoohina were present. This oonferenoe ushered in the new policy of the 

S~V8nth World Con~re.s of the Communist International. In it. applioation to the 

oolonial world, the new policy indioated abandonment of the struggle for •• par.ti~ 

-from the mother oountries. In plaoe of the goal of reoo~ition of the right ot 

oolonial peoples to d eoide their own future was 8ubstituted the objeotive ot obtain 

demooratio ri~hts to ailow tor collaboration with the mother oountry against the 

menace ot Fasoism. 

" S .. below, pp, " tt. 
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This congress reaffirmed the adherenoe of the Indoohinese Communi.t Party 

to the Communist Third International. It e.tabli.hed the orgnnizational form of 

tr .• party parallel to all other national .eotions of the Comintern. It ti~htened 

cr.. party'. ronks organizationally and politioally. ~e Central Committee was 

transferred to Saigon-Cholon. 

In the oour.e of 1936 and 1937, the Indoohine.e Communist Party created 

a leg~l trent movement. oalled the "Indoohinese Congress." '!'hie movement embraoed 

r.loderntes and oonservntivea. Its purpose W8.8 to present a bill ot particular. 

to • long-awaited w..tropoli tun Inquiry Commis.ion that had been authorized by the 

Fronoh popular Front Government. 

The congress was buttressed by the orAation ot "aotion oommittees" oomprising 

fraterne.l organ1a::ations and workers' and peasant \miona. These oomnittees are 

variously reported to have numbered from 600 to 1,500. Nany meetings, demonstrations, 

and strikes were oonduoted on the oooasion of the viBit of the Inquiry Commission 

from franoe. 

With the inauguration of the Popular Frnnt Government in ~ranoe and the 

applioation of the new world Communiet policy adopted at the Seventh World tongre.s 

in 1935, internal dlffioulti ... hef!:an to manifest thems.lves in this united front 

coalition. The Indoohinese Communists adopted a polioy of oollaboration with the 

Popular Front in ~ance. 2!!! Strur,gle began to take a friendly tone toward the 

• 
Constitutionali.t leaders, N~yen phan LODI: and Bui quang Chieu. In time, the 

Indochinese Communist Party began to adopt a more oonoiliatory policy even toward 

the 0010n1al regime. The Trotskyists violently dioagreed with this trend. They 

maintained that the Communist faotionw.s hetraying the Indoohines. to please the 

Frenoh Communist. and ultimately the Soviet Government, Whioh had signed a mutual 

1 
dorense pact with France • 

• S •• aboTe. p. 12. 
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In the extra_parlismentary field, the "o~itteeo of Aotion" thAt hod been 

fOl"rled .... re inotrumental in leading otrikee for higher wagel, better "orlcin~ 

oonditions, and reoognition of trAde unione •. This praotioal aotivlty of "The 

Str,,~r,lel\ group won it a ,ood deal of oympathy, and, in the 1837 eleotiona to the 

numioipal oounoil of Sairon. three of it. oAndidAteo were eleoted .- Ta thu Thau 

(Trotskyist). Nguyen van Tao (Communiet), and Duong baoh Mai (~onnunlot). Shortl, 

thsreafter "The Strug~le" group oplit into ito oomponent faotiono. The l~ot oomma 

meeting of Trotskyists and Conununioto in "The Struggle" group took place on Juno 

14, 1937. Ta thu Thau, the Trotokyiot leader, presented a resolution oritioi&ing 

the Popular Front, Whioh was voted upon favorably. Thereafter "The Stru~gle· 

• beoame a otriotly Trotekyiet venture. 

As the oplit between the Conununiots and Trotekyiata developed in 1937, 

the Conununiats put out their own legal publioations, a paper oalled Advance ~ 

(L'AV1Ult-Garde) and later a paper oalled !!!! People (~ Olung) , Whioh finally 

publ1alled a Frenoh edition a .... 11. They controlled a trade-union group, whooe 

leadership oalled itself the "Committee of Saigon-Ololon Worker Delegatel," which 

put out it. own propaganda paper, !!:!! Worker (~Dong). In 1939, a youth front 

of "deMooratic youth" waa oreated, whioh published a paper called!!!! (lIoi). 

• The Indochinese Canmuniot Party line cloaely paralleled thAt of the French 

Conununiat Party. The "Demooratio Unitsd Front", ""ich was under COllrnuniot direoti. 

and embraoed progre.sive groupo and parties, mirrored this development. It Ipoke 

of the "resolute loldiers Who would Itruggle on the battle-field in the event Of 

invasion by the Japanese faeoietl." The party had developed into a strong 

organi&&tion, but it began to 10le ground among 'it. lupporterl and to develop inter. 

eohiame ae the n .... polioy of "demooratio oollaboration" led to abandonment of it. 

militant line: 

• S •• below, pp •• 7 ft. 
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