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Wh.n the _niota T..ted with th .. oona.Mathea in the Saigon munioipal 

oounoil for "national d .. ren.e" tax •• , the Trotskyi.t. oapitnlbed on their awn 

oppoaition to thia measure. In the 1939 eleotiona to the Coohinohina Colonial 

Counoil,l the Trotskyist slate or To. thu Thau, Tran Ton Thaoh, and Phan Tan BUIll 

won 80 p.ro.nt of all votes oast. So orushing was the d.r .... t tor the Indoohine •• 

/41nuniBts that they split onr the re.ult.. Nguyen van Tao f'oJ'lllOld hi. 01111 

2 

organi.ation, ~i1. Duong baoh Mai l118.intained leadership in the offioial party. 

vH. Th. <:oonmunist Party at the Outset of World War II. 'rhe outbreak of • 

war and events in 1'rano. radioally ohanged t.he situation. A deo .... of the September 

26, 1939 pronouno.d the dissolution of' the Frenoh Cormnunist Party. It was applied 

vigorously in Indochina, wnere the Fr.noh police used it to destroy .. 11 the ext ... mi.t 

organizations, both Ccnnuniat and Trotaky1st. ('l'lro hundred person., all told, .. re 

reported to haTS be.n arrested.) The party was again driTen oomp1etely und .. rground, 

but, unlike the situation in 1932, it had a t'unotioning, tightly knit organi&ation 

that was to demonstrate shortly that it was oapahl .. of' aerioua aotion againat Frenoh 

authOrity. 

Th. Indoohine.. Ccomunist Party Central Committe. met to oono.ider the new 

situation on Novemb.r 6, 7, .nd 8, 1939. As was to be ."".otad, .. new line was 

adopted to bring the party in step with the "anti_ar" position of' the Comintern 

and the USSR a. it developed after the Stalin-Hitler paot. The resolution c .. ll.d 

for r.pl.o .... ent of' the "Demooratio Front" by a new "Um ted Front of Anti- JlnperiaU.t 

Indoohinese People •• " This new tront would, ... ith the help of the USSR, "the 

fortr.s. of ... orld r.Tolut.ion," oarry on •• truggl. against the "imp.rialist war." ~~ 

It would OTerthrow "Frenoh illlperial1s" and the natiT. f.udaUsta,· 2'IIOOTSr the 

independence of Indoohina, and in.tall .. r.publican regime. 

'!'he practioal effeot of this resolution .. s to o.ppcs. (1) •• nding Indoohinaae 

troops abroad, (2) raidug hour. of ..... rk to get p;2'IIater produotion, and (S) inor.adug 

t.,... to meet the oo.t of the war. In short, all ..... ure. designed to aid the 

RES'l'RICTED 



, -
, , 

\ 

\ 

_ 42 _ 

RES'l'RIC'l'ED 

Frenoh war etfort were proaoribed. 

'l'he oolonial authorities BOted with diapatoh. Applioation to the C<nnuni.t, 

ot a deore. ot January 21. 1940 led to the err.ot ot "120 agltator. and their 

lnoorporation lnto a opeoial work fo~ation~ and to reotriotlaa. on tha liberty 

Dt .ome 184 othera. !hie aotion w •• ot a .... ll 1IIIport. h.,.. ... ar. I1noa the party w •• 

etrel2gt1>en1ng ite underl!:round apparatua in preparation for an <n>Irt attelllJ>t to tal" 

p ..... r~ 
'1'111. !he Fall ot Franoe. Tlte e1tuation oreated by the fall ot Frlllloe 1. 

to n_ deoldone by the Indoohineoe Cananmiat Party. It 1. belie .... d that. at the 

end ot June 1940. the Central Canm1ttee ot the Indoohlna •• Communiat Party adopted 

a polioy laading to armed in.urreDtion in '1'1_ ot the arit10al lnternal dtuat1_ 

and the external Japlllleee threat. TId. inourreotlon ... deeign.d to In.tall a 

republl_ g_J'JDIIent that would ally It.elt with the reelatanoe trout ot the 

/ Qlinele people and with the USSR and ... to be a prelude to world reTolutlon. 

I 'l'he re.olutlon oalled for "the oreatlon in the olty abd oountryolde ot son.e ot 

1..--' 
agitatlon under unlfied direotion by the organhation ot SDtl-1JIperiaU.t oCllllld"" 

'l'he •• oOllllllitteeo would prepare the general etrike. d."",n.tratlona. and. tinall,.. 

proToke .. """,d insurreotion 1Ihloh would parmi t the tak1Z1g ot p"""r.· 

Numerou. other dooument. .ebed by the Frenoh authorltlu in July 1940 

are eald to haTe reTealed the .yste .... tl0 preparatlon by the Central Camdttee tor 

eduoation ot lta miUtant. on questlon. relating to 1nourreotlon. 1!:U.rr111a wartkft, 

\-- and sabotage. TIle Indochina.e CoI!Imun1at Party d1atrlbuted 11 terature ln three 

! languag.. (Vletname.e. Qline.e. and French) oall1Z1g 011 the ••••• to atrul!:l!:l •• 

I 

I 
! 

agalnst Frenoh imparla11m and Jap.". •• Faaol .. IIZId te 00ll0t11:u'M a unitlLl'T 

gonnllllllZlt ot Ibdoohineee d._ratio oouutrle. with thAI hIlp ot the (:biDe •• CtIInnm1l 

and tMo USSR. TIM.e appeala were ad4re ... d to all •• otor. ~ the populat1coa. "'" 

coal,. the ...... br.. RiGh proprietor •• , ...... l'IIIDIOut tunotlC111arl ... lI111tlLl'T pen_l. 
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and intelleotual. were invited to join in the .tl"Ul';r,le under th .. "anner ot the 

-anti_imperiali.t united tront of th .. Indoohin ... e peopl .... • The tract. empha.ized 

the weaken1llg of the oolonial r .. gime oooa.ioned by the defeat ot the metropolitan 

country and warned again.t an a11iano .. of Frenoh imperiali.m with Jap ... ~ ... Fa.oi ... 

10 proprietor. and oulth .. tor •• th.y et ...... ed the railing of tax .... the hUur. 

or property. and high price. ot good .... the oon.equences ot .uoh an al11ano •• 

l"urther. th.. plUllphl .. ts _med the Cao-Dai.t. to b_are ot QlOll& De. III a J.p ...... 

puppet. and to abandon th.ir pro-Japan.a ••• ntillent ••• inoe they would be the tirri; 

to .-urter the oOlleequeno •• of J""PlUlese v1otory. 

The l.atlets .. dd ...... ed to .tud .. nt •• teaoh .. r •• end White-001lar worker. beld 

up the example ot the 80riet and Chinese youth and thei l' struggle a,;ainat cap1 ta1ht 

d!lll1nation. The _n ot Indoohin ...... mother ... wi.,.... and .bile ... ot tho •• oalled 

up tor miUtary duty in the ... rnoe of oapitAli ... SlId Fascia, _re rndnd.d ot the 

heroio Trung .i.ter. and Joan ot Aro. who had d.11,. .... d their oountr! •• troa 

toreiSO in .... d.r.. All thl. propaganda end.d with • prelling oall to rally to a 

Sovi.t regim. and to 1D.tall 1 t after drhing the Frenoh trom the ...,lony.-

Cb1De ... -languag. literature WIll distributed in o.,...,oration ot the Sin .... 

J.pan.... oonfliot and the Chi..... reY01utlon. It .Iltliaol the ded1'8 or the 

'---"' 

Indoohino ... Communi.t Party to link its stJ"Qggl. with that ot the ChiDe •• reY01atlcaarS •• 

and oalled tor the orelOtlon ot • YOlunte.r Olin .. e GOrp. to take part in the 

d .. ron.. at Indoohin •• 

Le.fl .. t. to the FNDoh in,.ighed apinet the O ..... rnor Ganeral '. polloy ot 

making oano ••• Son. to the JaP&De.. and appealed tor .olidarlty ot the Frenoh &ad 

Indoohine ••• r;ainet .... otion and the Japazw ... denr;er. 

The •• new polloi •• adopted at'ter the tall ot Frano. _re not without .trect. 

For the Hr.t time .inoe the beg1Dnlnf; or the _r, d __ tration. were held in the 

provillOe. or Vinh1cmg, 'l'ra ViM. BaoUeu. end R.oh ala. '!'he.e •• ting. oalle4 tor 

oppodt10Jl 1:0 arro.t ..... n-at 1:0 1'800g1>1o. tho authority or ott1oial •• pll1a,;inC 
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of the wealth of rioh proprietor., destruotion of Frenoh imp.ria1i.m, barring of 

the ~ to Japaae •• invasion. and realization of Indoohinese independence. 

Japanese pre •• ure on Indoohina further fanned internal Communist aotiTity. 

On September 4, 1940, the Coohinohina Regional Col'l'littee of the Indochinese Communi. 

Party issued an order that .xp1ain.d that the Japan.se .... re ooming to Indoohina to 

find new market., to .xploit the raw material., and to orente mil1 tary ba.... The 

ord.r oalled upon all toro •• to unit. in resisting Japan •• e inT •• ian and pr.parin~ 

for an armed insurreotion to 8ei.. power. It a •• erted that, to foil the Jepan •• e 

d •• igns. it was neoe.sary. 

1. To propagandi.e the masses with anti_Japan.se slogan. and 
to opposo the 0 apitulation of the reaotionary Indoohines. 
GOTernment to the Japanese I 

2. To apply immediately the direotiT8S of the Regional CoMmit~ 
o0T8ring the preparation of the insurreotion. The regional 
organizations were asyed to put "Revolutionary aotivity in 

.the forefront and to direot the struggle of the masse. in 
'all its forms." The vehicle for organization was to be the 
United Anti-Imperialist Indoohinese Front. Self-def.ns. 
oommittees were to be created, oomposed of the most energ.tl 
and oourageous individuals, who would be indoctrinated 

"politioally and would he instruoted in the military arte, 
'inoluding guerrilla warfare, by former soldiers. 

The external direoting bureau of the Indochinese Ccmnuniat Party wa. then 

looated in KUlll1ling and headed by Ho ohi Minh. The organization in Coohinohina was 

believed to number some 3,000 members and supporters distributed throughout various 

front organizations, despite the imprisonment or interment of scme 800 members of 

the Indoohinese Communist Party during the preceding year. ),lost of the new reorui t. 

were won during the period of legal activity. 

It appear. that t.here was di.agreement in the rank. of the Communi.t Party 

OT.r the qu.stion of the insurr.8tioDo Th. lett wing of the Indoohin.se Communi.t ~ 

alone was responsible for the oalling of the insurre8tion of November 22. 1940. 

This attempt to utilize the orisis oreated bt Thai and Japanese pressure on the 

0010n1al regime to e.tabli.h a "Popular OOTernment of the Indoohina •• Democratio 

RESTRICTED 

-- - --- ·-----:-;:::=====-.... r 
- F 



..,.-'''' .-- - ,-~ 

-----'--~ 

- 46 -

RESTRICTED 

Republios- may well ha.e been the work of dissident element. oapitalioing on 

p~ftsftnt unrest in Ooohlnohlna and aided by the TrotskYists and pro-Japanese Dationalist •• 

!he ohlef Communist leader. -- Duong baoh )~ai and Nguyen Tan 'I'ao -- and the ohier 

1rotokyi.t leaders __ Ta thu Thau, Tran Tan Thaoh. and Phan van Hum -- had mana~ed 

to have themselves hoapitaliEed at Cho Quan and thereby removed from th .. Central 

Priaon in Saigon at this time. perhaps to b .. in a better position to tak .. port in th .. 

revolt. 

The entire plot wa. known to the Frenoh polioe. who took swift .... asure. to 

foil it. The afore-mentioned revolutionary leader. wer .. retumed to the Central 

Pri.on. Guards were strengthened. polioe force. augmented. and the a<lmin1atrati.e 

ohief. of the prOTin08s notifi .. d. The move .... nt flared up a. expected on Jlo.ember 

22. 1940, but it ... a. oru.hed by the alerted Frenoh foroea. 

The regional oommittee of the Indoohine.e Comnm1st Party was reoonstituted 

following th .. wave or arr ... ts engend .. red by the unsuooe .. tul revolt. Ion important 

meeting of the oommittee was held on January 21-28. 1941. The olandestine paper 

Flag 2!.. Liboration (~~ Phang) was publiShed and oarried a resolution inTeighing 

ar,ain.t those respon.ible for the insurreotionary .. ovement. The oOllll\ittee oond.mned 

two of its ..... ben to death and expe ned .eTeral other.. Prorlaion was made for 

the immediate reorganiEation of the smashed t.pparatus. Liai.on with the Chin ... 

oolony. a. well as with the ma ..... of Tonkin and Ann ..... was deolared neoe.sary. The 

new program oalled for concentration of forces in an a~ looated in the reglon of 

Saigon-Cholon and westem Coohinohina. This strikinp: for08 would. a 1'ter augmenting 

• 

• 

it. ranks sufficiently, .. av. into Tonkin and Annam. Th .... d.oision. rall1&in.d on paper., 

however •• ino. the .. ove .... nt had been effectively de.troyed a. a fUnotioning 

organization. Th. party was foroed to regroup in exile in .outhem CIlina during 

• World War II • 

• Sse bel ..... p. 69. 
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d. The Trot~iet Mavement. The central politioal dootrine around whiob 

the 1rot.ky1.t sroups in Indoohina were organiled w •• the "theory ot permanent 

revolution" and its "pplioation to the oolonial world. Thh theory .... t1rst 

advanced by Leon Trotsky in the period preceding the 1905 revolution in Rueda. 

It _s Trotsky'. oontention that only the proletariat -- althou,;h a _ale and ... b", 

01 .... in oolmi.l oauntrie. -- oould .uooeeatlllly le .. d the .t",,,,;le tor notional 

independenoe al well ... olve the task. ot the d.mooratio .... volution. e.I';" land 

di ridon. ..paration ot ohuroh and .tate. and the grantins at deooratio riSht •• 

Thil _. beoau •• modern imperiali ... g.ve ria. to a oorrupt .nd oompradoro bourpoi. 

<llao. in the baokward oolonial land.. a ola .. that .. a. unable to pla,. the proS ..... 1 

role ot the riling indu.trial and _roial ola .... in the natione ot _.tern 

1 
"---_ Europe during the period ot bourgeoil re'l'olution. 

In line with thiB oonoeption. tbe !rot.ky1.t. bi tt.rly attaoked the oUioial 

Comintern poli07 ot allianoe be_en the Ccmmm1etl and O\iat'S X'a1-shek durins 

the period 1924-27. They predioted deteat tor the young Chino.e Ccmmuni.t P.rty 

at the hand. of it. reactionary Wationali.t allieo. who. the Trotaky1.ts olaimed. 

w""ld behead the reYolution. Following the rupture of relation. with Chiang X'&4-

.hek. the 1rot.ky1sts attaoked the ore.t10n ot Soviet. by the Communist.. They 

olaimed that this poli07 would isolate the Chine.e Communi.t. trom the nation. lilt 

movellllnt. In taot. the poli07 led to their luppreeaion by the Xuomintans in the 

large oitie. and toroed the CcoInunist. to eY&Ouate their toron to the oountryoid •• 1 

The.e development. _re olo.ely ltudied by the Indoohin •• e Communi.t. and 

, l.d to the oreation in 19151 at group. oppo.ed to the ottioial p.rty line and the 

poli07 ot the Communi.t Internation.l. The Trotlky1.t sroupo ---Lott Oppo.itioD· 

(o!! !?2!. Lap), ·October Lett Oppolitionw (o!!!?2!. Lap Thmr; Jluoi), .nd "Indoohi ..... 

Canmmi"- (3. ~ ~ San) -- _re .trensthen by r.turned .tudent. troa 

Pm.... uoonc 'IIhOII _. f. thu "'.u, the molt pra.1nont l.ader of IDdoohin ••• trotalq 
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'!'he.e .tudent. hed receh"d their eduoation under the direotion ot the Frenoh 

~rot.ky1.t.. By 1932, a small ~otsky1.t organization onmprieing these element • 

...... (o ..... d in Coohinohina. It wee in the throes 01' an internal oohiem over the 

hlue ot oooperation with the Connunieto when some thirty ot ite leaders .... re 

.,... •• ted by the Frenoh 001onia1 polio. in Auguot 1932. '!'h" 'l'rotskyiets, in 00lll/ll0l1 

with all the other nationali.t or£anilation., bad to r.build tb.ir or£ani.ation. 

1 
(ollowing the repre .. iona ot 1932. 

The opUt in the Trotekyiot .., ....... nt that .xisted in 1932, .xacerbated 1>7 

reg10nal partioularlom, wao to be a penuanent taature ot Indoohine._ Trotekyi .. 

exoept for a ohort period in 1959. One £roup, oalled the ~olaherlk Leninlot GroupR 

or the "International Communht Leaguo" but popularly known as the "October" 

~roup beoauoe ot ito i1le£&1 publioation ot the same name, _xisted prinoipa1ly in 

2 
llanoi under the l.ad.rship ot Bo Buu 'faong. rite other £roup, led by 'fa thu 'fhau, 

.entered mainly in Saigon and _s Ienown ao "'fbi Stru£gl." group oinoo it tuDctioned 

within a united tront I>rganbation witb the Communists tbat pubU.b.d the joint 

paper ~ Stru!!jS1. (La Lutts). 

The "Ootober" group or1 tiob.d R'!'he Strugg1." group primarily on the £rounda 

3 

that the latt.r oollaborated too oloo.ly with the Indoohin.se Canlllunist Party. 

!he "October" group ind.pend.nt1y iaau.d the underground ","",paper October (~ 

~) trois 1931 to 1958. At tbe .nd ot 1957. the l.gally pubUobd " •• kly. !!!! 

JI1l1tant (!:!. )!iUtant) appeared, only to be .uppr ...... d. In 1938, Ootob.r again 

appeared a. a .fIIII1-1.gal paper, but it "as superseded by the 1.gal publioation, 

!!!! Spark ('fla !!:!:!§). publi.b.d _kly at tir.t, then daily. 

The "Ootober" £roup oarried ... aoth" agitation in BlOloi. Raiph ... g. aM 

Vlnh "'011£ the _rio ally nall laboriq olas.. It. immediat. obj.ct _. the 

with Trotskyi.t partloipatioa _re "",oo ... tIll 1n baokiq uq .trib. 1n tM period 
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from 1936 to 1940. When "The Struggle" group was reoognized 8. an orfioial .eotlQ 

of the newly oonstituted Fourth Indernat10nal toward the end of 1939. the "Ootoher' 

group was disbanded and its. members joined the unified par.y.l 

In Cooh1nohina, the ma.lor efforts of the Trotskyists oentered around "The 

• 2 
Struggle" group. In 1933,. the Trotekyists attempted to build 8 united-front 

organization in order to rally the disoriented and disorganized nationalists foll~ 

the rapression. of 1930-32. !his projeoted organization, to be oalled the Indoohl: 

Revolutionary League (Dong Duong ~ ~ Done; ~ ~)3, wes to embrace all 

revolutionary nationalists ar-raeing on a minimum program of revolutionary demand •• 

~y May 1933, theae efforts "ere rewarded with the aotual oreation of the organiutl 

known a. "The Struggle." Ta thu Thau wns able to play an inoreasingly 1mportant 

role .in the politioal Ufe of Coohinohina in the period 1935-37. In this period, 

"The Struggle" group, whioh had been a united front of Trotskyist. and Communists. 

gJ:adually oame under his ._y. When he was certain of support by "Tho Strug!,;le" 

group, he publi.hed an artiole attaoking the French Popular Front Oo .... rnment. Thi. 

led to a two-year jail sentenoe but made him a popular martyr. Ouring the 1939 

eleotions for the oolonial counoil of Coohinohina, tho Trotskyists bag an publishi", 

~ Struggle in the vernacular with the ....... title (~Dau). They won a oma.hl~ 

victcry. Their oandidates defeated 3 ConstitutionaUst., 2 Canmuniato, and seTlral 

4 
independent repre.entatiTlO in the balloting. The Trotskyi.t. gained many adherem 

during this period and were temporarily ouooea.rul in oTlrooming the op11t in their 

own ranka by unifying the two exi.ting organizations, "The Struggle" and the 

"Ootober" groupo. A Trotolcyiat .ourae l1aima that the Trotolcy1.to had a ... mber.hip 

6 
of 3,000 in 1939. They publi.hed a number of papers favorable to the Fourth 

International. among whioh" .. !!!! ~ People (~Moi) • 

• See abov., pp. as tt. 



r' ___ "~' .. 'r __ " ..... _ ------------

....... ,,--""" ... "--, .. . 

_ 49 -

RES TRI C'l'ED 

In •• ntrast to the oftioial line the Comintern had odopte~ at it. Seventh 

, oorld Con~res. in 1936, the politioal line ot the Fourth International in 1939 was 

el •• ,ly anti_imperiali.t. It did not permit any programmatio al1ianoes with other 

roup. alboit progre.sive, but favored united BOtion on speoifio i •• uo.. It further r, , 

warned ita supporters ar.ainst any approval or national defense "evon a~aln8t the 
I' 

Jt'l.p&neae" on the "rounds that the coming war was e~ually reaotionary on both aides. P 

In tha givan situation in Indochina, the Trot.kyist propaganda was .uooo.stul 'in 

ottra.ting many who were thorour,hly dissatisfied with ....... noh oolonial rule. 

In 1939, the politioal situation in Franoe indioated that the French 0010nia1 

authorities would .oon re ...... the traditional poUcy of repre .. ion. '\'he Tro1illky1.t., 

who had thus tar raliad for the mo.t part on their legal organisations, began to 

oonstru.t an il10gal apparatu.. An underground organilation limited to the Saigon-

Chol.n working olaos was .et up. In September 1939, the expeoted blow fell. '!'he 

I 
organization,.. as di .. ol vod and its leader.hip jailed. 

Tho activities of the Trct.kyists were effectively curtailed a. a re.ult of 

tho raprossion.. The total number arrested by the Frenoh polioe in this period 

was 6,000 and ino1uded practioal1y all of the leaders of the olande.tine nationalist 

movemant. 'I'he reemergenoe of the Trotskyist movement in Indoohina awaited the end 

• of World War II. 

e. Tho Vietnam Revolutionary Party. In 1939, a regrouping of nationalist. 

appears to have teJcen pIa.e in Cochin.hina with the formation of a new party, the 

Vietnam Revolutionary Party (!!!l ~ ~ ~ !lang). '!'hi. new party embraoed 

OuQlg van Giao and other leaders of the Constitutionali.t Party I the pro-Japane.e 

Nguyen van Nbal the revolutionary youth leader Tran van Ani the ex-Trotskyiat DaO 

duy Phienl and inteneotual •• uch a. Phan kha. Suu, Nguyen van Thoi, and Bo van 

Nhut. 2 The organisation 11 reported to have made plana for an inaurreotion 'in I 

• 8M below. pp. M tt. 
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roahinohina in September 1940, whioh was .to be .ynohronized with the Japanese 

invasion of Tonkin. Nguyen van Nha is said to have ennsu1+~d with the Trot.kyist 

ohief, Ta thu Thau, in an effort to effeot oommon antion, but thio did not mAt.arh: 

; The plan it.elf fniled when the Japanese and Fr.onoh reaohed an ~rreem9nt.l A e1m1l! 
~ 

effort wa. to hRve been synohronized with a Thai attaok on the westarn frontier of I Indo.hina. Duong van Giao had intimate .onna.tion. with elemont. in the Thai 

Govermnent. However, 811 in the CR.se of Japan, Thai demands were grant;ed and the 

Frenoh obtained a free hand in dealing with their internal oppo.iti.n. The oon.pi, 

were disoovered and arrested. Duong van Glao, Phan khao Suu, and Dao duy Phlen 

Iwere eaoh sentenoed to five year.' impri80nment. Nguyen van Nha wa. aided In hi. 

defense by the Japanese oonsul. He, Tran van AI!, and Nguyen van Thol were interned 

until July 1941, following the Japanese o.oupation of Coohinohina.2 Thi. threesome 
, 
f"as destined to play a role 1."1 the later pro-Japaneae independenoe movement. 

f. The Vietnam Re8toration ~al>ue. The Vietnam Restoration ~ar.u. (~~ 

~ ~ Dong ~ Hoi) was primarily an organized party of expatriate el ..... nt. 11 

Ithe periods between World Wars I and II. II Its headquarters were in Japan, its ... jor 
I • 
i leader was Cuong De, and it had me",bers throughout China, Japan, and Form.... It 
; 

w88 oommitted to the prinoiple of monarohioal rule for Vietnam. Some reorui t. it 

made within Indoohina among the young intelleotual. and students .oon aooepted 

•• republioan and Yaraian dootrine. 

A 8mall group of it. adherents emerged in 1931 in northern Tonkin under the 

leadership of Hoang Luong, a former employee of the Indoohina-Yunnan R.ilroad 

Company, under the n ..... of Vietnam Re.toration Army (~~ Quan)." It was not 

/t111 1940 that the group aohieved a meaaure of .uo....... At that ti .... it • .,., 

.everal hundred follower. from among the Indoahin ... ool.,.,hl troopa who p.rtlolpal 

• 8e. abo... p. 8 • 
•• S •• abov •• pp. 17 rr. 
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in I rSTolt a+.tendant upon. the entry of Japanese troops into Indoohina. A "provisional 

r,oY,rnmont" was eet up at Don~ nang, in the border rer,ion. It W~B short-lived, 

howover, since the Japanese orune to 8.1!;reetT'l8nt with the Frenoh authorities, end Hoe.ng 

Lllonr, and hie soldiers had to flee to Chlne.. "h~re. Hoon~ Luonr. regarded as a 

Japanese supporter, _s arrested and out into a concentration o amp by the Chinese 

1 
~;btlonal Government. Hill troops were inoorporated into the Chinese army to be used 

in the future invasion of Indochina, 

The Vietnam Restoration Lear,ue was to become the prinotpal orgent.iog agenoy 

of pro-Japanese Vietnamese nationalists during the Japanese ocoupation of Indoohina 

• 
in World War II. 

g. The Vietnam Revolutionary League. It appear. that a federation of the 

variOUS revolutionnry nationalist orr.nniEatlana was provisionally oonstituted tn 

tho 1930' s under the name Vietnam Revolutionary Lea""e (!!!!!!!!!! ~ !!!!!!. Dong 

2 
"inh Doi). This loo.e organication permitted temporary oollaboration. with individual 

--
ri .... 1ri •• continuing to exist. Its prinoipal purpose is reputed to have been the 

maintenanoe of good rehtions with the Chinese Kuomintang. '!'his League beara -no 

rolation to the subsequent ~roup of the aame name that emerged among the exiled 

•• 
Vietnamese in 1942 in southern Olin ... 

• Sea below. pp. 63 tf • 
•• See balow. pp. 62 ft. 
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nl. VlETN.A14 DURDIG WORLD "AR II 

Th. Jap ...... oocupation ot Indoohina trom 1941 to 1946 wrougH: oonaiderabl. 

iD n.tn ...... pol1tical l1t.. The prinoipal chomge wao reoognition by the population 

th.t the weak French r.gi ... w •• depend.nt tor ito .xi otenoo on the good gr.ce. ot the 

J.pan.... Frenoh .ttort. to .. oure n.ti .... politio.l lupport again.t the Japlllleoe tailed, 

Vietn ...... who h.d to .... rly ooll.borated with the Frenoh tumed to the Jap""". in the 

hope ot aohieTiDg n_ ... d lmpro .... d .t.tuo. The pro-Jap_ .. monarohht. rel1giou •• ""d 

..,derate n.tion.Uot politioal group. to .... d a Vi.to ...... n.tional r;onrument when the 

J.p ...... diopen •• d with Frenoh rule in K.rch 1946 .... d thlo goYe ..... nt •••• in tum • 

... pt .way by the pro-Alli.d IUldergrolUld wben Jap .... urre!ldered iD Augu.t 1946. 
I 

Abro.d, the C ....... lot •• ttempted to .nU.t .upport tor. D81rly created Vi.tn. 

Independenoo League t!'Oll the ·relht ... oo" d •• nt. ot the French popuhtion ... d to 

ore ate a uniti.d ""ti-J.p ...... mO'ftlll8nt in oupport of the AlIi... At Ut ...... ti •• 

• Cbin ... -Iupp0rt8d Vi.to. independenoo mOT8ll8nt _. ore.ted in exile. The more .­

cIam ... t n.ti ... alhto and Trotoky1otl oont1Dued the olandeoti .... truggl. tor independence 

agai.n.t both _rring oamp.. All the .. aotiTitieo were but a prelude to the a .. umption 

of p ..... r by the nationallot mon .. nt in Augu.t 1946. 

A. De .... lopmont. withiD the Country 

1. Th. Frenoh-Sponoored Youth KOYe ... nt. The attitude of the Frenoh oolonial go .... m. 

_nt it.elt ohanged as a reoul t ot the J.p&D8" ocaupation. To ott .. t growiDg JaPaD8l. 

intl.-oo. Ute g"".rnmont made an .ttort to gain o ... trol ot Vi.to ....... publ1c opinion. 

Admiral Deooux, GO'ftIrDor General ot Indochina tor the Vichy French r.gia., ore.ted .. 

Ta.t youth _mont.l Betore the .ar, the larg.ot legal ycuth orgonization had ba.n a 

non-political .cout group numbering appro%imately 6,000 ._bar.. Tbe new gonram.nt-

.pon.ored orgoniaationl ola1JOOd a _bar.hip ot oYer .... ullion. The mO""_nt .... 

pha.h.d phy.iaal .duo.ti ...... d .portl. It branohed out to inalucllo .uch di .... r •• aoti-

Titi •• a. relou. 110m, aiTil1an det.n ... publia order. and traffia o ... trol. The orgoni­

&atlona al.o took on .duaaticaal tunotlona. ouah a. the teaching of the r.....u&.d laript 

.. -._-
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some training of a paramilitary oharacter wal given. 

I The politioal results of this activity went far beyond the plana of the admini.­

"'otlon• The new organization. emphasized the .trength and r .. sponai bili ty of youth in 

i ,otr.at to the pre.tige of ag .. and produoed a ohange in the traditional attitude to-

d youth on the part of a lar!;e aection of the population. They gav .. thou.ands ot 

a consoioulness or national intereat and lervice. The organizations de-

loped into a vast reservoir of strength for the n~tional1lt movament, whoa. agent. 

oflltrated ranks and found th .. ir principal .upport among the ... young peopl ... l In 

.h 1945 the Japan ..... nominally took o .... r the dir .. otion of th .. youth mo",""",nt, but 

In Auguat 1946 it turn.d into an open nationalist organization whoae be.t-known com­

ponant group _. th .. Advanc8 Guard Youth (~~ ~ Phong).. B"oau.e of th .. 

I 
• Ir ..... tano ... und .. r whioh th .. youth movement dev .. lop .. d, the indoctrination 0 f th .. mem-

I~rohip waa not along party linea but limited to a gen .. ral nationali.t appeal. 

2. Japanese-Supported Nationali.t Partie.. Only when their military po.ition grew 

worse under inoreaalng Allied pre.aure were the Japaneae forced to encourage the organi-

.otlon of VietnAme ... nationali.to in ord.r to rally Vi .. tnam ..... upport for a Great .. r East 

Aela Co-Prosp .. ri ty Sph.re. Thea .. effort. w .. re dir .. oted toward .upplanting th .. undepend-

obl. French by a nati va regim .. of collaborator.. The major Japane ... candidate for the 

role of leader.hip of the Vi .. tnam ..... _. Cuong De.2 Prince Cuong De, titular head of the 

old •• t notionali.t organization, the Vietnam Re.toration League~· had awaited hi. return 

to Indochina frau .. xU .. in Japan for lII0I'. then forty y .. ar.. He was now to replac .. Baa 

I Dol, the Fr .. nch puppet emperor. 

The pro-Japan e ... nationeli.t lOO?ement began to take on a legal oheract .. r in 1945. 

Th. Japan •• e prot"cted it. lead .. r. from arr ... t by the French authoritie •• a A period of 

poll tied maneuvering and jockeying took plaoe a. Cuong De'. oandidaoy for the throne 

n. built up. In antioipation ot the Japan ... diamiual of the FrEoh Goval'lllllent in 

-Sae 6.10w, p. 68 • 
•• S .. abon. p. 8. pp. 10 tt. 
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Indoohina on lIarob 9. 1946 •• everal undergrolUld organization. emerged in February 1945. 

to function legally under the Japane .... regi_ tollowing lIarob 1945. 1 The Vietnam Re­

.toration League (Viet Nam Phuo Quoo Dong lIinh Hoi). one or the ... group ••• oon ab.orbed -----------
the others as arriliate. and becllne the oentral organization. 

a. Northern area. 'lbe prinoipal oOl!lponontll of -the Japanese-sponsored nationalilt 

, 2 
mo1'81IIent in the aorth. i.e •• in Tonkin and Ann_. aooording to Do ... i. _re the Great 

Vietn .. Hationalht A •• ooiation (~~ Quoo ~~) md the Vietn .. Bostoration 

League (!!!! ~ ~ ~ Dong ~ Hoi). 

The Great Vietn ... Hationali.t A.aooiation (~~ ~ ~ Hoi) was an outgrcnrti 

ot pro-Japane.e wing' ot the Vietnam Hationali,t Party.- It grouped together. 

1. The Great Annam People·' Party (Dai Viet Quoo Dan Danf" "whioh at ito height 
about 1940 -- had about 25.000 member,; but aa-'-re.u t or the pressure or the 
Frenoh authoritie, in Indochina it is now .o ..... hat reduced. It. members ar. 
ohietly troll the la-r 01 ... 80. atudent, or boy acouta. and ita influence ex­
tend. troll the p-ovince. ot Ha Dong. Hai Duong. Bao Ninh and Central Ann_ to 
the Laos D1atriot." 

2. The "Great Annam Demooratio Party ... hich waa diabanded in 1941 aa a reault ot 
ottioial pressure but retormed in 1942 and oon.iata chietly or intallectual. 
and .... n ot letteral its member. number about 2.000." Thh w .. probably the 
seotion of the Vietnam Nationalist Party mOlll1 as the Dai Viet Dan Chinh and 
direoted by Nguyen tuong Tam.·· 

3. Three other groupa whose "total _mberohip i. two or three thou,and.· One ot 
the ... _ller p;roup' wa. probably the Youth Patriot, (Thanh Hhien Ai Quoc). 
led by Vo xuan Cem. which ba. been de.cribed .. a terro;:r.t party ih.tiiiii'in­
tained • tlow ot Tiolent anti-Frenoh propaganda. a Another wa. the SerTanta ot 
the Country (Phung !! ~ Gioi). direoted by Pham Dinh Cuong. 4 

The Vietnam Rutoration Leagua (~Ham ~ Quoo Dong ~ Hoi) organuatioo. 

aooo~ing to Domei. 5 conaisted ot the tollowing. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

"The Annam Hational Party. oonsisting ot a Tolunteer oorp •• a chilian 88otioo, 
and a .,11itary seotion. The Tolunteer corpa. which ia the prinoipal ale_nt. 
oounts 1.600 in the north. 3.000 in the center, and 5.000 in the .outh and hal 
influence among.t bu.ine •• _no offioial •• and intelleotual •• " 
The Vietnam Patriota' Party (Viet Ham Ai Quoo Dang). "made up ot docton. law­
yera and intellectual a in the""!Ib"ru jii='ol'8Ul.cn. and havillf; latent pa-r om"", 
young intellectuala." 
The Hational Sooial1at Party (Dai Viet Quoo Xa). "haring about 2.000 member. 
and it. ohiet aphere ot intlueii081i1'tbe-rrglit industry tOlll1' ot Haiphong and 
Hanoi." This party _. direoted by Tran trong Kill. late premier or the Bai Dol ... 
gOTel'lllll8nt. and 10 ,aiel to baTe been in'pireel by the Japan .. e lIilitary Polioe 
and Intelligence Organhation (Ie .. pei 2!!) to recruit Vietn_ .. tor the puppet 

• B .. aboT •• pp. 21 ft • 
.. See aboTe. p. 28. 
••• B .. below. p. 66 tt. RBSTRICTBD 
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8dlitary torcea. 

b. southern area. The III&1n orgentoationa oompr1Bing the Vietnam Re.toration 

LOog"" in the aouth were ,1 

1. The Vietna. National Independenoe Party (!!!.: Nam ~ Gia ~ ~ Dang), 

founded by Tran Ten All. Nguyen Tan San. Ho yaii'1fga. andiigo tailNhon. Some 

of the element a of' the di .. ol .... d Vietn .... Revolutionary Party (Viet Ham Cach 

lIeM Dang).· whioh had baen f'ounded in 1939. joined the new organbation:­

'fiiiOparty waa markedly pre-Japaneae in orientation. It favored collaboration 

with the Japane se Amy and the adherenoe ot Vietnam to the Greater Eut Aala 

z. 
Co-Prosperity Sphere. 

The Vietnam Patriots' Party (y!!! ~ !!. ~ Dang). a greup ot intelleotual. 

and students. 
3. The Great Vietnam Nation"l1at Party (Dai Viet Quao DIID Dang), an outgrewth ot 

the Coohinohina Vietnam Nationaliat Party:-<icinarlti~o,-pro-Jap
aneae element •• 

The Vietnam National Party (Viet Ham Quoe Gia ¥an~. a minor political group. 

The youth Juatioe Auoeiation ('l'hiUih »hlen 11gb a ~ Doan). a ainor youth 4. 
6. 

group. 
6. The youth Patriota (Thanh Hhlen Ai Quoo). the southern branch ot a terrori.t 

1. 

8. 

youth group. Elemen'tiiOf' tiiIilaoutbem group created an organization known 

as the Vietn .... Demooratio Pilrty (Viet lIam Dan Chu ~ !!!3). 

The Hoa Hao Buddhilit Seot (Phat Gli01iOiliao).-alao known aa the Vietnam 

Independenoe Restoration Party (Viet iI .... ~ Lap !!! Dang). a miUtant 

Buddhist aeot led by Huynh phu So. 

The Great Religion ot the Third AJmeaty (Dai Dao T_ !l Pho Do). a Cao-Daiat 

seot led by Tren Quang Vioh. the prinoipal'OUbordlnate oltl,e-Gao-Dailt Pope. 

PhMl oong Tao •••• The Cao-Daiata had been furnished arma by tba Japanes .. cd 

ware uaed as an auxiliary police forae throughout Coohinohina. 

3. Party Alignments under Direot Japanese Control (liaroh-Auguat 1~5). The Jap ....... 

ponl1tted the eatabliah08nt at &II "independent- gove ...... nt of' ADn_ on lIaroh 10. 1~6 

and thereby taoilitated politiO;,! aotiTitiea on the part of greupa other than the Frenoh­

and Jap ....... -aponaored partiel. On lIaroh 10. Bao Dat. Emperor ot tba Court ot Ann_. de­

clared the Frenoh-Annue_ treaty ot 1886 abregated. He further proolat ... d tba adherence 

ot the n_ at ate to tba Japaneu bloo ot Oreater BaIt Aaia. '!'hh conoe •• ion ot -inde-

pondenoaW by the Jap ..... se wal only the tirat .tep in a planned urie. that _. "'&IIt to 

2 

ro 0111 t ultimately in the replacement of Bao Dai by Cuong De. 

Although ADn ... waa deolared independent. the .tatus ot 1'onk1n and CoohlnolUna 

...... yet undetermined although there .. ebewbare Vietn_ •• f'lmotlO1lari •• took OYer 

• See above. pp. 409 tt • 
•• S •• below. pp. 122 U • 

••• S •• above. pp. "140 ~~. 

S .. below, pp. 119 ~~ • 

• 
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Imperial Court ot Ann.... In t aot. only the resident tor Tonkln. Phan lee Toal. waa 

oho •• n. The Japane •• go ..... m.d Coohinoh1na direotly .. a oolony. merely r.pl.oint; Frenel! 

top .dmln1atr.tora In that .rea. It wa. only on July 19. 1945. by imperi.l re.oript. t 

Tonkin w •• offioially jolned to Vi.tnam with the return ot the citte. or Hanol. Halph",,«, 

and Touran. to the aegi. ot the Ann ... oourt. Cochinohina Will joined to Vi.to ... by im-

perial .dict on AUt;Uet 14. 1945. Thu •• Vietnam wa. tormally united. but politioal de­

... lox-nt. in the north and .outh oantinued to tollow dirterent path •• 

•• Northern are. '-- The Tran troog Kl .. go ..... mment. During the period tollowl", 

lIaroh 10. 1945. politio.l intrigue .t the oourt end popul.r national1et IlOtirlty pro­

ceeded .p.oe. The B.o Dai IIIOnarohy W ••• upport.d in the m.ln by the moderato roy.li.t 

group or Ph ... Qu,ynh. who .erwd III lIiniet.r ot the Intorior in the I .. p.rial Cabioet. Tho 

other _ .. ber. or the oabioet were .11 repre .. nt.ti .... or the IIIIIId.rinate.l 

BIl! Da1 '. tir.t o.bi .... t we. h.rdly repre •• ntati ... ot the politioal toro •• th.n 

op.ratlDf: in the "independ.nt - Idngdam ot Vi.tn.... BIlO Dal hi ••• lt WIl, not held in 

popul.r •• teem beo.u .. or hi. long period ot .ubeervi.nce to the French. H~ ..... r. he 

w.~ not repl.ced by Cuong De. although the oabinet w •• re.hutn.d on April 11, 1945 end 

the pro-Japane.. eupporter. ot Cuong De und.r the premi.r.hip ot Tren trong Kim .otu.lly 

.tltuted a majority. 2 The new o.bi .... t. although IIIOre reprellnt.ti ... ot the pro-J.p.-

n ... parti •• and or independent publio opinion, .till Ih~d th.t a.o DIl! had 11 ttl •• up­

port .... n ... ong the .end.rin.to aod that h. wa. allO oppo .. d by the oon .. rvati ... C.tholic 

.lement. repr ... nted by the influ.ntial end ... bitiou •• go dinh Di.... /lgo dinh Di •• '. 

triend. Tran Yan Lai. w.. ..leoted .... jor ot Hanoi. S 

An .ffort to gi ... repre •• nt.tion to • wid.r eeetion at the n.tionalht maY •• nt 

...... to h .... be.n _de in the .. l.otian ot individual. tor the Finence Counoil ot the 

o.bi .... t an lIay 18, 1945. The Vi.tnam Counoil tor.d on July 16, 1945 to ..... rk in oon-

.junotion wi th the politioal org.niaat1oDl ot the Vi.tn ... OOlDltri •• - - Ann ... Tonkin, 

and Cochinohiaa -- inoluded an .... n IIIOre repre .. nt.ti ... group ot nationalht lead.r •• to 

The per.OD. Ihted •• _bar. ot the .. bodie. were _dlrin •• oonMrYlti ... and acderate 
I 
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l.ationaUlt.. religious l.ader •• and revolutionary nationali.ts. inoluding Trotskyist •• 

,owover. the Vietnam Council w •• reported dis.olved in Augu.t 1946 and little is known 

of it. work. The inability ot the Tran trong \ti,. gOTlrru.nt to inolude Cochinohina under 

itt rul •• as well a. it. obvious subservi.nce to the Japanese. prevented it troll glininr; 

.upport .. ong the ..... ot the Vie_se. The developing oriaia in Jap.ne.e military 

affair. further weaaned it. hold. 

b. Southe", area. The Japanese a.8UlIIption ot p.,."r in Indoohine and the procla-

•• tion ot the "independence" ot Vietnam by Smperor Bao Dai plaOld Coohinohina under a 

diraot Japane.e. in.tead ot Prenoh. regi .... nd permitted a .ention ot the underground 

Dltionali.t movell1llnt to e ... rge trom hiding. This group inoluded monarchht ele .. nte. 

,,"t or whom supported Cuong Del Cao-Dei.t. who had beco .. politically influential with • 

J.pane.e help I and .... reYolutionary nlltional1at •• 

On l4 .. roh 18. 1946. the tirstJapanese-.ponlored demon.tration for independence 

( took place in Cochinohina. The demon.tration wa;; held under the auspice. or the southern 

bronch of the Vi.tn .... ReIteration League (n.t !!!!!! ~ ~ !22!!& !!!!!l! Hoi). whioh grouped 

together many different partie. and organ1&ationl.· At the .. eting ot )larch 18. 19<&5 ..... 

of the leaders of the League Itated it. program a. toll ..... "Union ot all toroe. tor tile 

total independence of our coWItry. We ..... t never torget that the indi.penlable condition 

for the maintenance ot liberty and independence or the countries ot Greater Oriental A.ia 

iI the tinal Victory of the Japan.se Army." At th1a tw. th1a senti_nt wu probably 

.hared by all the partioipating organi.ation •• l 

Svents re .... &led that the at .. tu. ot Coohinchina had not changed linoe the a .. \DIP-

\ion of power by the Japanele. The J.panese hed no intention ot reoogn1&ing the .uthority 

ot the court or Ann ... in Cochinchina. A marked ohange began te take plaOl 1h the rank. 

, ot the nationali.t partie.. A. the military dtu.tion ,raw worse. many Vietn_se nation-

, , 
I .li.t. began to 1088 oonti4enoe in Jopanell Yiotory and the undergrOllDd anti-J.p ...... 

• See .bo ..... pp. 64 tt. 
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reyolutiono.ry n.tion.Uat partiea illOreaoed their agit.tion. 

B. Nationalht Kava.nt. in Exile and Underground 

The dereat or the n.tionalist mowomont within Indochin. in 1940 and 1941 h.d ra­

lu1ted in the reaumption of: Vietnomeae n .. tionaliot act1Yitiea in aouthern China. South 

China hod been. aare h ..... n ror Vi.tn ..... ae nationalista throughout the ye ..... ot otrugg1. 

again It Frenoh dom1nation. In 1946. an agenoy of' th6 Vietnam G.".ermnent. the Vietnam 

Cul tural A •• oeiation ror National Liber.tion. aoknowl.dged thio debt in th6 tollowinr; 

term.. "Thu. it 0 .... to p ••• that .outhern China b.c .... the by-word or all Vi.tnom re­

volutionht.. It w.a the birth plao. of: the Vi.tnam r.YOlutionary move .... nt. the baa. 

rroll where were directed .11 revolutionary activit in 'beyond the border' - on Vi.tn .. '. 

OWD territory."l 

The gell8ral to1.r .. tion by the Chineae or Vietname .. n.tionalht activitie. in 

Chin •• gain.t Frenoh rule in Indoohina expre8Bed a permanent Chinne inte .... t in northern 

Indochina. To thlo waa .dd.d in 1941 the i .... di.te proble .. or the exton.ion or Jap."..a • 

• trength into Indoohina. Which olo.ed a valuable channel 01' supply trom th6 port ot 

H .. ~phong to .outhern China. It bee .... a matter 01' di ... ot military ooncem to th6 Chi"" .. 

N .. tional GovemDllnt to .trik. a blow again.t the Japan ... e in thlo ...... The utiUution 

01' Vietu81118ae tor •• pionag .. purpo ••• and the cre .. tion cr a local milit.ry rorce acunet 

the Jap.".. ... bee ... a II1Utary nece •• ity. Th .. remnant. 01' the nationali.t parti ... and 

group. in .xil. began to reto .... their rank. ad vi. tor support troll t h. Chine.e. Two 

competing le .. gue. _ ... to ..... d. the Vi.tn ... Independ.noo League and tha Vi.tnam I!JIvolu- _ 

tionary League. 

The tirst ... grouping 01' Vi.tn ..... n .. tionfollote in China w ... poneorold by tha 

Indochine.e Ca-unht Part)- in the to .... 01' a unit.d-tront organisation to which both 

partie. and ind1Yidual. oould adhere. The organhation ... _d the Vi.tnam Independ-

.no. Lear;.. (~!!!! ~ !::!f. !!!!!!l. !!!!!!!. Hoi). popularly leD .... a. the Viet Illnh. \IDder 
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the leadorahip of Ho ohi MiOO.- Ita influence. whioh beoa"" strong in Tonkin and Ann ..... 

did not extend to Coohinohina. where the COlllllunist Party itself continued to operate in­

dependently. Another league. under Kuomintang sponsorship. but otherwise parallel to 

the Viet l,\iOO. _s eet up in southern China a yaar later. -. It adopted the n .... of Viet­

nam Revolutionary League (~~ ~ ~ Dong ~ ~). popularly known as the Dong 

Winh Hoi. 

The amount of arms and aid that each League could obtain .... reoognized to be a 

tact or that .ould to a large extent determine the future politioal .ituation .ithin Indo-

ohina. The two Leagues. tho Viet lIinh and the Dong lIiOO Hoi •• ere to .age an unending 

political. and later at tilES a military, atruggle againat each other. Until the sprinr; 

cr 1945. Indochina remained under firm Frenoh and Japane .. control. Only .hon this oon-

trol bogan to disintegrate _re the two League. able to teat their popular strength with­

in tho country and to claim the leaderohip of the postwar nationalist maaa ~e ... nt. In 

their struggle for p .... r. the various pro-Japaneae and royalist groupo _re quickly re-

dU08d to insignificance. 

1. The Viet MiOO and the Communist Party. The Viet Minh _a fo ..... d during 1941 in • 

Liuchow, China. l .here ito heedquartero remained. The oity.as uaed aa a t~ning baa. 

and osnter. The following organizations composed the Viet lIinh at that t1lllll. 2 (1) The 

Indoohinese COlllllunht Party (Dong Duong Cong ~ Dangh (2) The 11_ Vietnam Party (~ 

~ Dang)3; (3) The Vietnam Revolutionary youth League (!!!! ~ ~ ~ ~ l!!!!!!. 

Dong £!!!. !!2!.);4 (4) .. otlona of the Vietnam Hationalht Party (!!!.!!!.!!!!. ~ ~ Danfi) I 

(5) T&rioua "IIational Llberation A.saoolations" -- oomprising worker •• peasants, youth. 

wOlllOn. aoldiera. and al'tioera. Only part or the Vietn .... lIatlonallat Party adhered to 

the Viet Ilinh. The dominant political group in the Viet lIinh _. the Indoohine .. 

Communlot Party. whoee ~rahip in north.rn Indoohina funotionecl .xolu.i .... ly within 

-See abo., •• pp. 28 ff. 

·.See bel .... pp. 82 rf. 
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_ the League and to .... ulated the polioy ot the organization. 

The program of the Viet lIinh wa. built around the ooncept of coll.eboration with 
the Allied nationa to defeat Japan and liberate Indoohina. The Viet lIinh program hu 
be.n aummarized eo tollow .. l 

"At a conferenoe in 1943. delegate. of all anti-faacist revolutionary or­ganizations adopted the following political program. (1) Election ot a consti­tuent a.senbly to work out the oonstitution for a free Indo-China on the ba.i. I of adult suffrage I (2) Restoration of de~ooratio liberties and righta. including I freedom ot organllatlon. prese III'ld assembly, freedom ot belief f!I'ld opinion, the ': right to property. the right of work .. rs to Itrike. freedom of domioile Illld tree· i dom of propagandal (3) The organiution of a notional amyl (4) The right ot i minorities to Belf-determination; (5) Equal rights for wanen; (6) notional1.a- ; tion of banka b .. longing to fuoiBtB and the tormation c£ an Indo-Chinese natioooli bankl (7) The building up ot a atrong national economy by th .. develop ... nt of i native industry. communioations. agriculture and oo ..... r08; (e) Agrioultural re- i fonna and the ext .. nsion ot oultivation to fallow landal (9) Lebor legislation. ' inoluding the introduotion ot the eight-hour working d~ and progreasive reform. in looial leGislation; (10) Development ot national education Illld oulture. "In the international sphere, the program atand. for the reT1810n or unequal trent! •• and an allianoe with all demooratio natioDs tor the mainten.ce ot peace,1 1I0re important tor the anti-Japllll ..... _r. h .... ver. is the i .... diat. program ot aotion, which II. (1) Organication at the ma •••• -- workera, peasants, women, aD:! youth -- for the anti-talcist struggle. Thll ha. already attained promiaing luooeaael. (2) Preparation of an inaurreotion by the organ1&ation ot the people into •• It-d.f.noe oorpa. (3) Th. formation c£ guerrilla banda and baseo 'which will aaaume greatar importance as we gradually approach the ti ... or ocunt'Y-wido military aotlon.·· 

Early in 1942. Ho obi II1nh. who weI th.n operating in the north ot Tonkin. oro ... ,' 
the bord.r to establish contact with the Chinaoe and "mig"'; groupl .. the repreaentati" I 

'ot the Vi.t Minh in Indoohina. 2 Be waa arreated IUld put in jail .. a "Frenoh spy· tor, 
·1 period ot tbirteen month. until June 1943. 3 In the intarim. the Viat lIinh affiliated 

-
with the n.wly tOl'llllld Vi.tn .... !!evolutionary League- whil. _inta1ning 1 to .. parata or­
ganizational identity •• 

In J_ 19~ Ho obi lIinh we. rel.aaed trom jail to help e.tablieb liao1on with 
groupe in Indochina and th.reby taoUi tate the gathering or information about Japan.ae 
troop mov .... nt. in Indoobina. Aa a lead.r ot the Vi.t lIinh. be bao_ a _mber or the 

• S.e below, pp. 62 tt, 
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c.atral Committee ot the Vi.tn .... Revolutionary League. l The Chine .. GaYe...-nt tumllhed 

the Viet lIinh itself, a. _ll a. the whole Vietn ... BoTolutiooary League, a monthly .ti-

'fond and military equipment. In addition, membere of the Viet lIinh reoeh"d training at 

! 

'~neral Cha~g Fa-kuei's military sohools. 2 

Although the Vietnam llovolutionary League, aI a ooalition, Wal d .. sign .. d to end 

thO conflict betw.en the Tarious exile nationaliat and revolutionary groups, friotion 

: continued betwe.n Viet Minh aupporters and other nationaliat.. During l~ the Viet lIinh 

I 

; lo.derahip vied with the leader.hip of the Vietn .... Revolutionary League for aupport fraa 

i 
'Chin. and from the US. The Chine .. attempted to bring pressure on the Vi.t lIinh to aubor- • 

d1nate it .. lf to the Vietn ... llovolutionary Leagu .. leadership, which the Chinese regarded 

II • aore dooile group. Bolationa betw .... n the Chine ... and the Vi .. t lIinh became .trained. 

Beoau .. of atrained relation. wi th the Chine ... , the Viet lIinh attempted to g.t aid 

'i trom the United States. 3 Liaiaon wa. maintained with French r.s1otano. el.ment. and with 

iJDOr1can Oftico of Strategio SorTio .. a (OSS) group., and an espionage net waa tormed in 

Indocbba. The Viet Il1nh drew into ita ranka an BT .. r increasing atream of Vi"tnameae 

oppo.ed to the Japane.e occupation. The .. element. _re attracted by the promise of in-

o dependence with the Tictory of Allied arms. In Augu.t 1944, the Vi.t .. inh olai .... d a 

'..,mbership in Tonkin of 220,000. French sourc •• placed tho figure at 50,000." 

I
i Th. Viet lIinh in Coohinchina WIla little more than an appendage at u. .. Indochin.... • 

I eolmluniot Party. During the underground period, the COllllllllnlot Party h..t r.paired tho 

iinternal lohism oocasion.d by the resulta of tho 1939 el.ctiona to the Saigon council.· 

! It olandeltin.ly publiahed the newspaper!!!! !!!§. 2!. Liberation (~~ Phong). Th .. 

i 

! 
Vi.t lIinh appeared as a 1.Cal crganization in Auguat 190&5 with the .... rgenoe ot tlJo 

I underground Communist Part)". Under the l .. ad.rahip of Tran Tan Giau and lI~n Tan Tao, 

I the COl!lll1Wliat Party .... de a .trong ettort to build up the Viet Minh aI the r;oyernmental 

/. Sa. abOT., p. n. 
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p01'tlr in the oouth parallel to the Vi .. tn .... GovernJllOnt in th .. north.· 

2. The Vietnam Revolutionary League. The oompeting League. the Vietnam ReTolutlon~ 

Leagu .. (~!!!!!!.f!2h ~ .!!3 ill ~). _a a180 founded in Liuohmr. China. in Oot.o;. 

1942.1 The Leagu .. at ita inoeption inoluded the anti-Japanese and anti-French element, 

variouo Vietnameoe politioal ~roupo. prinoipally the following' (1) The Vietnam N .. tloo! 

Party (~~ ~~ Dang);-(2) The Vietn ... Restoration League (!!!! Han: ~ ~ 

Dong IUnh Hoi);··· (3) '!he Great Vi .. tnam N .. tionaUot P .. rty (Dai Vi .. t Quoe Dan Dong),'" ---- ------
) ( ) ••••• (5) Th (4 '!he Vi .. tnam Independenoe League ~ ~ ~ Lap Dong ~ ~ I and • 

Liberation Leagu .. (~PhODg ~).2 

Th. Chin .... lI .. tiODo.1 Govel'Dl!l8nt. lUlXiou. to .trike a t Japanese domin .. tion ot In 

ohina ...... pru. ..",er in the torm .. tion ot tile Dong lIinh Hoi. In lIay 1942. Nghie. to 

To. the r.pre ... nt .. ti .... or the Vietn .... National1ot P .. rty at Chungking. returned to Yunn 

with a aandate to liquid .. te exi.ting di ... greement. between the various reTOlutionary 

partie. by oreating a ooalition organi.ation. 

Previous effort. to ocapose dUterenoe. had been UDouooe •• rul. In September 1941 

• new revolutionary group named the Indoohina Revolutionary Party (Dong Duong ~!!!!!: 

Dang) hed been fOJ'lllld at ][unming. oO!llpooed prinoipally ot .0_ .ixty employees ot: the 

railroad in yunn.... Thie group hed 0'" to the attention ot Vu khODg J[hanh. a leader 

exU. ot the Vietn .. Nationalist Party in Yunn.... Vu khong Ihanh hed oe .. n instrumental 

in effeoting a merger with the group. which ent.red the Vietnam Iiationaliat Party. .l 

party organ oalled ~ .lppeal (~Goi) had been issued. Iighi ... ke To hed been dio­

pa,tohed to Chungking to obtain .upport troll the ][uomintang govel"lllDllnt and liaison hed 

be.n e.tabU.hed with other mg"'. in J[w",gai ProTino... U""" .... r. no tira oentro.l1&ed 

orgaD1&ation had be .. il or .. ated. In February 1942. a _11 C-.ru..t-intlll8noed group ot 

• See below. pp. 87 "tt • 
•• See .bo ..... pp. 21 tt • 
••• See above. pp. &0 tt • 
•••• See abcwe. p. 28 • 
••••• See abon, pp. lill tt. 
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~o .. thirty Vie tn ......... prinoipally. omall bu.ine ..... n 

_.gotiation. with Vu khong Khanh'. liationallot Party. 

'ID.ration League (~Phong Hoi) had been oreated. 

in Kunming. had entered upon tudon 

A unified league under the nome 

Thlo tu.ion had been unsucoe •• tul. 

,,.. .... r. and the two gro,,!,s had .plit ap.rt in lIarch 194.2. The COlllllW1ht-intluenoed 

!NUp had retained the name of Liberation League. whUe Vu khong Khanh had regrOllpod hia 

IUPportoro Wlder the fonner n_. the Vietn .. liational1at Party. 

Re.ponding to Iighie .. ke To'. request. all the XlUIIo1ng revolutionary group. in lIay 

1942 aent representath ... to Liuohow. where the negotiation. to .. rp all exUe revolu-

lionary group. woore to talce plaoe. There _re three Vi.tn ...... e orgllDisation. then opora-

t~ in Liuohow. (1) the Vietn .... Reatorati"" Le.g ..... oOlllpr1aing .... '700 .... ber •• led by 

Hoang Luong, (2) the Viet lIinhl and (lS) a group of Vie_se national1at .xUes to .... d 

or tl .... nt. fro .. the Vietn .... liationallot P.rty and the Gre"t Vietn .... lIationall.t Party. 

On Ootober 10. 1942. tt ... Dong lIinh Hoi •• launohed, with offioial reooll:Dition rr.,. 

Chin.se lIarshal Chang Fa-leuei. The principal leadership ... proTided by the Vi.tn .... 

Nationalist Party. eich dominated the new orgllDh.tion. The program or the Dong lI1nh 

Hoi was IIlOdeled broadly on that of the Chinese Kuomintang. inoluding the Thre. People'. 

Prinoiples of Sun Yat-aen. It .ought the liberation at Indochina tro. the Frenoh and the 

Japane.e and enTi.aged olo.e oooperation between Vietn_ IIDd Chi ..... l Organizationally. 

tho Dong lIinh Hoi .a. set up a. a paMlllil1tary tormation to work in olos. 11ai.on with 

tho Chinese BationaliBt Army. It also .... intained an e.pionap network in nonhem Tonkin 

centering in 1I0noay. HanOi. and Haiphong. 

The coalition oharaoter of the Dong lI1nh Hoi oall8 to an end in 194t. Ho ohi lIinh, 

who had been, brought into the leadership ot the Dong II1nh Hoi on his release f..- jail, 

roturned to Tonkin olandestinely. Within Indochina. there had be.n no oorresponding 

rulion ot the Viet lIinh and Dong lI1nh Hoi force.. He chi lI1nh devotod himself exolu.hel7 

to the interest. or hi. awn orgllDization. 2 The Done lIinh Hoi beo_ an Uoportant politi­

Oal raotor within Indochina only when it •• ned as an adjunct to the Chinese occupatio": 
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troop. who .ntlred northern Indochina following the d.reat or Japan in Soptlmber 1945.' 

3. Th. Trotokyi.to. Th. repre .. ion or 1939-40 had muh.d the Trotokyi.t organint! 

in Indoohina.·· It was not until Augu.t 1944 that the tir.t regrouping ot adherent. ot 

the Fourth International took plaoe in Saigon. l The .... l .... nt. were partiaan. ot the 

tOl'llBr ·!lotob .. r- group. Aided by ... ""ral .upporter. ot the IIOvellllnt trom t he north. tn" 

reoon.tituted the International Conmuniat League. Apparently the unitioation ot the 

Trot.kyi.t. into on. party in 1939 had not be.n .rt.oth... Th. ditrerenoe. betwe.1l the 

"The Struggl." group and the International COIIIIIUDlot Leagu •• re""lnng aaiDly around tho 

que.tion or relAtion. with the Communlot Party •• ndantly had not be.n reooncU.d. In 

g.n.ral. however. there wa. progr .... atio agre .... nt betwe.n both group. and th.y were 

len""" popularly u the Fourth InternationaHot Party (Trang ~!!!. ~ Dang). 

Shortly attar the Japanes. ooup ot Karch 9. 1945. the International Communi.t 

League oall.d on Ute "reTOlutlone.ry Saigon _ ••••• to prepare ror tho ooming reTOlutioD. 

A ..... it •• to or Karoh 24. 1945. declared. 

"The ruture dar .. at ot Jap'n .... imperial i ... will •• t th .. Indochinese people 
on the road to national liberation. The bourgeo1aie and reudaUst. 1111 0 

oowardly serve the Japan .... rul.r. today. will .erve equally the Allied I.· 
perial1at .tatea. The petty-bourgeoia nationali.t •• by their aiml ••• policl, 
will alao b. incapable or leading the people towud. reTolutiollary Tictory. 
Only the 1IIOrlcing olu •• which .truggl •• independently undor tho tlog of tho 
Fourth Int.rnational. will b. able to aooompli"" the ad7anoe guard t •• k. or 
the reTolution. 

-The Stalini.t. or the Third, International have already abandoned the worldD! 
cla .. to group themaelve. mi.erably with the "damooratio' imperiall.,... Tho) 
have betrayed.the p.a.ant. and nO longer .peak or tho agrarian queation. It 
today they march with roreign oapitali.t •• in the ruture. they will help the 
ola •••• ·ot national ."Ploiten to d.otroy the reTOlutionary people in the 
houri to om.." 

The program of the Trot.kyi.t. oalled tor oppo.ition to imperiali •• and tor .up-

port or world reTOlution. a work.r-pea.ant united tront. the oreation ot people'. colllRit· 

tee. (.onet.). e.tabli.haent 01' • oan.tltuent .... mbly. a~g or the peopl ••• ei,ura or 

• Se. bel .... , p. 78 • 
•• Se. aboTa, pp. til 1'1'. 
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tho land by the peaoant. and nationalization of tho faotori ... under .orken· control, 

and the oroation ot a workers' and peasant govel'DJDBot. 

It i. not olear .hon "The Strugllle" group or Trot.kyi.t ..... reorganized, but it 

/

1 I. to""" that it pl~d an influential role ill the evento or Augu.t ..,d September 1945. 

Ito attitude toward the Japene .... a •• WIIIled up in the .tate ... nt .... de by T .. thu Tlt.au, 

Trot.kyi.t chief of "The Struggle" group. "We muot ne .... r haTe oonfidence in them i!-he 

I Japane sf! • H"""ver. at th10 ti .... _ "lit clutch their Ihoulder. to lift ourael ..... up. 

i 

I 
I 

I 

A. loon ... _ are oapable of keeping our footing, _ mu.t ule our moulden- to threw 

theJl over.·1 

"The Struggle" grCllp ..... leading ele_nt in th .. United lIational Front, which 

... algamat6d with tho Viet )I1nh in September 1945.· It abo publilhod it. paper, !!!! 

struggle (~Dau), ao a daily during th10 period. It 10 olaimed that "The Struggle" 

,roup refu.ed unity with the Intern .. ticnal CoIIIIIWIi.t League in order to unite .ith tho 

not lIinh in .upport of national independence and tho e.tebli._nt of a Vietnam re­

pub110. 2 However, the politio .. l line or both organization .... dndlar and brought thea 

Into oonfliot wi th tho GOD!lUIllot-Viet lIinh leader.hip or tile lOuthern go_ ... _nt of tho 

notnam Demooratio Republic. 

C. The Seizure of P"""r by the lIationali.t. 

1. Northern Area. In lIay 1946 tho Viet )I1nh officially aet up a liber .. ted lone in 

tho northern part of Tonkin ocmprloing the .ix proyince. of Cao Bang, LlDg Son, Ha Giang, 

Bac An. Tuyen Quang. and Thai Nguyen. In June the "Viet lIinh Oentral Headquarter., ",der 

the leader.hip of Ho ohi lIinh, took the initiative to oon_ne a lIationa! Congre... Due 

to tran.port dtfficulttu, tho Congre .. _. pootponed till Augu.t. It foraally opened in 

tho liberated zone. on the day of Japan'. oapitulation.·a 

The defeat of J"pan at the hand. of the Allied p~re brought with it the abdioation 

• See bel.,... pp. 68 tt. 

BESTRIarBD 



- 66 -

RESTHICTED 

of Bao Dai and tho in.tallation or a "People'. Revolutio~ary Government" headed by So 

• ohi II1nh. The event. leading to tho abdioation of Bao Dat aDd the a .. umption or po .... r 

in the north by the Viet Minh ha .... been desoribed as follow. by the Vietnam G""ernJDltnt,l 

• 

"Theee epooh-making developments prompted the Viet lIinh Party to convene 
without further delay the National Congre... A revolutionary co:nmittee wo. 
oreated and tho general revolution wa. ordered on the night of Augu_t 13. 
immediAtely after the newa of Japan'. unconditional surrender. 

"On August 16, the National Congress opened at Tan Trao, a locality in Tha! 
Nguyen province, in the liberated .one.. Sixty repreeentativ ... from aU P' 
of the oountry oame to learn additional detail. on the order for tho General 
Revolution. The ho ... and foreign polioie. or the Revolutionary Go ... nunont 
.... re mapped out and the Viet Nem people'. Liberation Committee,2 which boo 
later the Provisional Government of the Viet Nam Democratic Republio,- waa 
created. 

"At thla historioal gathering, the Viet lIinh Party laid down a cleaJLcut pro. 
gram whioh bore on the follOWing pointe. 

a) to disarm the Japs before the entry or Allied forc ... into lndochin.; 
b) to wre.t the power from the hand. of the enemy! 
c) to be in a poaition or authority when receiving the Allied Forool. 

"In aome areas, the order for the general revolution waa not recel .... d. Act.­
ing on thBir own initiative, member. of the Viet lIinh Front ordered a gene 
mobili.ation and led tho population into the fight for power. !hu., on 
11, our compatriot. of Ha Tinh took up arm. agatn.t the Japaneee faaoiat. 
while uprising. alao took plaoo at Quang Bgu. 

"On August 14 and 16, our forces .ebed numerou. ene~ advllnood poaitiOll. 10 
the vicinity or the liberated "one •• 

"On Augu.t 16, with the new. of tho Japane.e capitulation. million. of peopl 
throaghout the country roae up to the occa.ion and a general attack on Japa. 
nese barrack. and military e.tabli.bment. began. 

"On Auguat.17-l8, huge demcnstration. took place in the capital-city of a.",' 
The fight for power effecti""ly started here, on the 19, wJ.th the local mil! 
force. going over to the Revolutioniat.' lide. Spearhe~ed by youth form •• 
tions, the people'. army under the command of tho Viet lIinh forced their .'1 
into the compound. of the HOIIIII lIinlltry Building. Go""rnor Phan ke '1'oai hod 
already fled with hh clo.est oollaborator.. '!'he fran trong Ki. puppet gon, 
mant promptly ga"" way while at the fomer oapital of Annam, Emperor Baa Dol 
signed hll aot of abdioati< in the preeenoe or representatift. of th8 Viat 
lIinh Central Headquarter •• 

"Thu., a .... Ponr 0_ into being, a. the poopl.'. I!evolutiOllary ao".. ....... t 

• See balow, p. 7S. 
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wao officially proolai .... d and wao given tl"e unqualified support of the en­

tire population.· 

"A few dayo later. membero of the National Liberation COlll!littee met in 

Bession in Hanoi. In view or tht chmged situation. the New Power waa re­

organized and a provisional GoYernment ~ich included several non-party 

members WIlS established with Ho chi Ilinh a.8 ita president." 

Thh aooount of the oeizure of p~r at Hanoi haa been corroborated by other 

lour.es. l It io olear. however. that throughovt the reat of Tonkin ODd Am".., oon.ider-

able opposition to the Viet lIinh exllted. In the northern provinceo of Vinh Yen. Lao 

Kay. Yen Bay. Phu Tho. and Lang Son. in whioh the Nntional1at Sociali.t Party (~~ 

Quoo Xa) and the Vietn .... Il .. tionaliat Party (~~ ~ ~ £5) exercised oon.iderable 

there was bitter fighting 

control. 2,1between milit .. ry fo ...... tion. of these partie. and Vi.t lIinh foro ... Quang IIg .. i 

Prorlnoe in Ann .. aloo ..... fighting between Viet lIinh forces and other national1at.. A-

mong the YiotillUl _re Ph ... Quynh ... political figure in the Imperial Gonrnment before 

March 9. 1945. and Ngo dinh lboi. an important IIWldarin. forraar governor of the pro­

.inoe. ",d brother of Ngo dinh Diem. the prominent Catholio leader. 15 It _0 here. aloo. 

that To. thu Th .. u. outstanding le .. der of the Indoohine .. Trotokyist mo ........ nt. was killed 

\Il1der ordera of Tran yan Giau of the executive oOllllll1ttee of the reoiatance in the aouth.4. 

ir. was exeouted despite protests by organization. that demanded that he be gi .... n a fair 

triall their appeals to the govemmant at Hanoi _re rejeoted on the grounda u.at thh 

.as a matter within the purvi_ of the looal oommittee.5 In opite of ouch initial diffi­

oultieo. the Hanoi go .... mmant suooeeded in oomposing temporarily it. oonfliot. 'Ill th tho 

i looal opposition group ..,d in eotablishing it .. lf ao the reoognized 01rtl authority in 

Anna and Tonkin. 

2. Southern Area. In Cochlnchina. the defeat of Japan produced a politioal TaOUWll. 

ill the nationaliot organhations moved to fill it by proolaiming the independence of 

tl"e oountry from all imparlaUat domination.. There ... a great politioal upsurge on 

the part of the population with the realization of their new-found freedom. All OYer 

Cochinch1n .. IN&e ·indepe.u»noe ........ tr .. tion. took plaoe. The Jap .... se-ore .. ted B .. o Dai 
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Vietn.m govarnment had proolaimed Coohinohina'o inoorporation in Vietnam on Auguot 14. 
1946. and appohited Nguyen van Sam .. regent tor Coohinohina. but that measure had come 
tpo late to re.tore oonfidence in the govemant. 

The nationaliot movement in Cochinohina was ideologically split in oeveral wayo. 
The ditterent politioal groups had. moreover. obtained a".1 and were thuo able to torce 
the ooncurrence of the looal population in areas under their control. The Cao Dat· and 
Hoa Hao·· religious-politioal organizationl attempted to let up unitary religiouo otate •. 
The oity of Tay-Ninh was oontrolled oompletely by militant Cao-Daioto. who maintained. t~ 
oeat ot their order the..... The pao1tlot wing ot Cao-Dall. wao looated in Ben-Tre. Tho 

Hoa Hao oet up an independent Itate of Can-Tho. The Viet lIinh. under Coumunlot di",ction, 
leaned toward the AlUed p"""ro and wao dlopooed to make conoeooiono in their taYor. whU. 
the Trotokyloto maintained their intranoigent oppolition to all to",ign powero. includlD« 
the Alliel. 

The firot to organize were the tormerly pro-Japane .. partieo and the Trotlky1oto 
ot -The Struggle" group. On Auguot 14. 1945. a "United National Front" (~~ ~ 

~ Thong Nhut) W80 eltabllohed. collpooed ot the tollowing organi .. t1onOl l (1) the 
National Independence Party (Vietnam ~ £!!.!!!!!: Lap Dang),··· (2) the Aidvanoo Guard 

youth (~.!!.!!!:!.!!!!!. Phong);····(3) the Intellectual Group (~!!:!. ~);2 (4) the 

Functionaries' Federation (!:!!E. ~ Con, ChUC)13 (5) the Buddhlot League (~~.!:!. 
sih····· (6) the Hoa Hao BUddhiot Seot (~~ ~ Hao)l·· -the Struggle" group 

(~Dau)l and the Cao-Dai League (~~ ~ Oat).· The United National Front 
wao itrongly influenced by Trotokyilt doctrine. In a demonotration otaged on Auguot 23. 
1945. Trotskyiot Iloganl ouoh .. "Arm the People. Organhe a Popular AnIy. Workero' 

GoverDlllltnt" were evident. Leafletl oalled on the populatian to o .... rthrow the fran tron, 

• See abo ..... pp. 14 ttl •• e belo~pp. 118 tt • 
•• See below. pp. 122 tt • 
••• Seo abOft. p. 65 . 
•••• See abOTe. p. 63 • 
••••• See below. p. 124. 
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repudi.te Jlguyen van S .... the "IlIIperial R ... idont" .ppointed by 

About the ...... ti_. leaflets _re 1esued oalling for attendan.ce at a .... ting 

on August 26. 1946 organized by the Viet II1nh. A typioal leaflet stated. "The people 

of Viet 110m will show on this day their doaire to lift fre. and indopendent undor the 

.lgD of • ne. demooracy •••• The Viet Kinh call on French oiticen. to inTite the .. to 

p,rticipate in thlo .... ting. It doe. not forget that Demooratic Franee. ri .. n frClO 

tilt 1189 Revolution and the P.ris Commune. will bring all it. help to sustain the de­

IIDd. of oppres .. d peopl.s. The Viet JI ... people show no hate against foreignerl. al­

though they are ready to fight with all their ... ans again It foreign illlp8rialie.. The 

net Kinh oalla on the French workers and teohnioianl to .. t up the new Vietn ... domo-

,rlCY. whioh will be one of the bulwarks of the Great World Delaaaratia Front in the 

Flr But." Printed slogans _re i .. ued stating. "Long lift the DelllOoratia Rapublican 

Go ........... nt of Viet lIam. The Viet Kinh ta p~r.·2 

An interesting feature of thil period .. I the uae of the prestige af the Soviet 

Union a. a .... na af augmenting COIIIIIIUDlst and Viet Kinh ilOfluenoe. A l.afl.t af Augult 

11. 1946 iaaued by the Indochina .. CoaDUDist Party in Saigan and addres .. d to Fr.nch 

,ffioials and the French population enjoined the. to refrain fro. prevoo.tift aots .nd 

raoial dllcr1minatian. It stated that the COIIIDUDiat P.rty and the V1at Kinh diaappreftd 

of "all .ctions af provoaation and Tialenee bet_en inhabitant. of Indoohina of evel')' 

,rigin and evel')' raee, they will enforoe by all .. an. at their diaponl the repreaeion 

~ disorder fro. any .auree." The leaflet signifiaantly noted that "the authoritie. 

ond the Frenoh population of Indochina must .-.-ber that the· p~rful ally of their 

ocuntl')'. the USSR. is alao the guido and hope af the Indaohina .. COII8IIUDist Party and the 

n.t lIiDbl that this aoaDUDity r£ attitude must be the guarantee af an ezaot underltand­

Ing of the situation.-a 

At tho .. eting of August 25. 1946. a Southern Ezeoutift Counoil. oalle. the Pro­

nlional Bzeoutift Coonaittee of the Southern Vietn .. Republio • .. I fo"..d. 4 It regardld 
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it.eU a. the southern repreoentati .... or the Hanoi go .... mment. The imperlal delegate, 

Nguyen ?an S .... oabled hle resignation to the Vietnam Court on Au~ust 26. 1945 and re­

cognized the authority ot the oonnittee to rule in the south. Hawe .... r. the oOllllllittee .. o 

dOlllinated b;y the Indoohi ....... Connunlet Party and was not repre ... ntathe d: the generel 

nationaliat mOT_nt. In order to repre ... nt Coohinohina authorit.ti .... ly. it h.d to be 
• 

broaden.d. In the ... anti .... it took on the_ funotion. ot • gOTem .. nt and negotiated 

with the Britllh ..... 0 •• troop. _re to oooupy lOuthem Indoohina in aocordance with ar-

ran«e_nt. made to .tfeot the surrender or Javan. 

The United N.tional Front and the Vi.t lIinh had to OOlllpOS. their difference. if 

th.y were to .... t the Alli.d troop. with a OOllllllon polioy. Unity was diffioult to aohie 

h ....... r. beoau ... their prinoipal confliots oonoerned their attitude t .. ard. the Alli ... " 

the orgOonbation ot the .truggl. to maintain the independence ot Vietn_. The Trot.ky1, 

in the United National Front sponsored the oreation or Peopl.'. COIIIDi ttee. in the Saigon 

Cholon area. oall.d tor arming the popul.tion against Alli.d re.toration or Frenoh rule, 

and aponaored .ooial retorma. The Viet lIinh. whioh had tak.n o .... r the old go .... rnmento.l 

atruoture. wOoa dlapo ... d to negot1:ate with the Al11... Favoring unity among the varloul 

sooial olas ••• at the ti .... the Vi.t lIinh l.aderahlp _s oppo •• d to social retorm. that 

would .noourag. dhiaion ~ng the Vi.tn........ The neces.ity tor .gre .... nt to pres .. t , 

uniti.d tront in the negotiation. with the Alli.d oocupation Oouthoriti •• torc.d • tell-

porery reoono111ation. h ....... r. The United National Front partioipated in the Vi.t lIinl 

.... ting ot Augu.t 25. 19.5 .. Formal negoti.tiona tor unity be_.n the two national lit 
, 

group. _re held in the Saigon City Ball on Augu.t ao. 19%. At tbll .... ting •• 01lI0 ot 

tbe ."hting ditt.rence. b._.n the two group. _re olariti.d. end. although no deoialO! 

woo. r-•• chad at the t1 ..... urt10ient buil wOo ••• tablhbed tor .ub ... quent ~g_t1on.l 

WhU. the ... negotiation. _re going on. the di •• ident Trot.kyht •• organhed in 

the International C .......... ilt Leag .... denounced the Viet lIinh ••• ooalition inoluding 

bourgeois .le .. nt. in Vi.to_ ••• ooiety and oallod on the ....... to OOIIIplete the revo­

lution b;y bull~ up wpaople" o .... ittee." •• organa at ~r. Thia agitation_. 
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oppo.ed by the Viet "'1nh. whose ropre.entati ..... Nguyen van "ao. 10 quoted ao 

.aying. "All those who h ...... in.t1gat .. d the pe ... ante to 8111 .... th .. landownlJrs' 

property will b •• e .... r.ly and pitiles.ly puni.h .. d." B .. added. "W .. have not yet 

,...d .. the COI!I1\un,et revolution. whioh will .01 .... the agrarian probl..... Thi. government 

i. only a demooratio government. that i. why .uch a ta.k doe. not d .. ?Ol .... upon it. 

OUr government. I rep .. at. io a bourgeoi.-demooratio government ... ven though the 

CanJ1\Un1ot. are now in power. "1 

Formal unity bet_en the Vi .. t Minh and the United National Front w ... 

aohi .. v"d during the tollowing we .. k. On the night 01' S .. ptemb .. r 6. 1945. the Viet 

Minh oho.e tive d .. legate. to .er .... a. a p .. rman .. nt o""",itte .. to deal with ... tter. 

relating to the South .. rn R .. si.tanc .. Conmitte .. and to work on th .. to,.,..ti ... ot • 

national bloo. 

'!'he next morning. S .. ptember 7. 1945. Vi .. t "'inh d .. legat.e ... t with delegate. 

ot various group. and parti ... not yet part ot the Viet ~inh and .ame int .. re.ted 

2 

individual. who were not aftiUated with any ot th .. ~roup.. The International 

Communi.t League did not partioipate. It wa. decided to ohoo.e trom emong th .. 

per.on. preeent .. l ...... n or ~l ....... mber. to constitute a OOIIIIIIitte .. ot the national 

II 
bloo. It was furth .. r deoid .. d that .. ach member ... l .. oted would be .. mp ...... red to 

oonVOD th ... ubo ..... itte. to b .. oon.titut .. d. 'l'he oOllll\itte. illued the tollowing 

appeal, "Betore the .xc ... e1 .... 1y gra .... eituation DOW in progre •• we appeal to all 

the group. and parti ..... w .. ll a. all the patriot. 01' the .outh to uphold the Vi.t 

Vinh South .. rn COmmitte .... well ao th .. South .. rn Nation.l Bloo Committe. in ord .. r 

to r .. d.t and repel the .trong in_don which now approach ... u •• " " 
'!'h .. merg .. r thu ... tr .. oted und .. r th ... tr .... at r .. volutionary .. vente beU .. d 

th .. true .ituation, dnoe it oovered up tbe real ditrereno •• that .. xi.t.d within 

the nationeU.t cllnlp on the illue 01' adm1ttiJlf: or resioting Alli .. d troop.. For 

pr_otical 1'1'1'1'0.... thh b.c_ _ que.tion at diotributing or not d1etributing arma 

to the population. On Septe.ber 2, 1946, a larp ~.t"tion hed been .taged 
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in Saigon durin~ th .. oour ... of whioh a riot d ...... l"""d. l .. ading to th .. death ot 

lome Vietnamese and at least one Frenohman. 

Th .. Trot.kyi.t paper • .!!!!. Strugl'jl ... pubU.h .. d .n .. ditorial on S .. ptemb .. r 7. 

1946 .. ntitl .. d "what Doe. Th. Exeoutive Committee Think?" whioh oharg .. d that th .. 

Vi .. t lIinh exeoutive oommitt .... had fan.d to make th .. neoeeeary •• ourity preparation. I 

for the d .. monstration of S.ptemb .. r 2. 1946 .lthough troub1 ...... """"ot .. d. It 

furth .. r O8ll .. d o;tt .. ntion to the ab •• noe of a prot .. otive oordon ot polioe who oould 

h ..... put an end to the firing. 

'!'he .ame d.y. over the e1gn.tur. ot th .. Provision.l Exeoutive eo..nitte .. ot 

th .. South .. rn Vi.tnam R.publio. Tran Tan Giau i •• ued an apPeal to the population 

of Saigon-Ololon that blamed "provooat ... ra" tor th .. tighting that hod dev>Jloped. 

Th.. .pp .. al .t.ted th.t w. ~roup ot per.on. h.ve organic .. 4 • me .. ting demanding that 

th .. population be armed. Th. Japan ..... nd Alli .. d .uthoriti .... informed ot thi., 

t ...... that n ..... and more bloody diffiou1ti ... will .. n.ue.· It _nt on to allY' W Aooord,J 

to international agre ..... nt. the Japane... army .... t a .. ure ord .. r up to the arrival J 
of the Alli .. d IlI'IIY of oooupation and ...... ryon .. oannot but know tllat the Japane •• foroOl 

h .. r. ar ... till intaot d •• pite th ... urrend .. r. Japan ..... Gell8ra1 H .. adquarter. ha .... 

th .. refore d .. oid .. d to. (1) disarm the national1roop •• (2) oonfiaoate maohin .. gun. 

and oth.r arms. (25) ban all pol1ti08l m~nte ... hiohtroub1 .. ord .. r and s .. ourity. 

(4) ban all demonltrations without prior authorication of J.pane ... Gen .. ral u..ai-

quarter •• (5) disarm the population. 
I 

In the inter ... t of our oountry. we oal1 on _U ' 

to have oonfid .. no. in u. and not l .. t them ... lve. be l.d by peopl .. who betray our 

oountry. It 1a only in this .pirit th.t we oan taollitai-", our rel.tione with the 
1 

Alli .. d r .. pre.entativel." 

Thi. appe.1 foroed the issu. betwe.n the Vi.t lIinh and the nationalilt. 

oppo ... d to it. 1 •• dership. The Trotekyist Int .. rnationa1 COmmunist Lea~e h .. 1d 

•• ting. oalling tor &r.1ng ot the population. 1I0reover, it inoited it. f'oU"""r • 

• _1n.t the arriT1nc Britiah troop •• 2 The peop1.'. ~tte •• that had be.n 
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e.tobI1ehed oha11eng.d the authority of the Vl.tnam Southern Exeoutlv. Committ.e. 

And there .... re a numb.r of ola.hea betwe.n Vl.t IUnh troop. and Hao Hao or Cao 

1 
Dal troop. in the prorlnoe •• 

• 

Th. appeal ot Tran van Glau of September 7 wa. foU"""d by one ot Sept.mb.r 8 

that attribut.d the Japan.se repre •• iTB measure. to proTOoation. and .aid. "Who 

are thoee who have provoked thee. measure a , In this sl tuatlon oan th.y oppose a 

.uperior military foro.- Have they means with whioh to male. diplomatio prote.ta' 

Demooratio Uberty, whioh _, the Adminietrative Committe., have p;iven to the 

peop1., th ••• irre.ponsib1e individuala haTe u •• d to harm the people, to harm the 

oountry. So, for the peopl.'. right., for the n~tion'a 11r., the Vi.t Minh ExeoutlT8 

Commltt •• app.al. to the popu1atlon to unma.k the .goistio proyooatour.. Tni. 

uone will permit US to .urmount the diffiou1ti .. of the DIOment and to get the 

2 
people out of the trap whioh hR. b.en eet by th.lr .nemi ••• • On S.ptember 12, 

the entlre Central Comml ttee of the International Oormnunist Leagu. was arreat.d 

by the polloe chief, and It. headquarters ..... olosed. A violent oonfllot enaued. 

The re.u1t was the suppression of .the TrotBkyiBt organizationa. '!'ran van Thaoh, 

S 
Phan Tan Hum, and dozena of other Trotakyista .... r. kill.d. 

The fighting within the nationa1i.t movement in Ooohinohina l.tt de.p loar •• 

'nl. dlaunited resiltano. groupa _r. unable to forge a oommon front against tfle 

imm1nent l'r.noh attempt to r!oonquer p"""r. When. on S.ptember 23. 1946, the 

l'r.noh. with Ilrltiah h.1P. took over pOlnlr in Saigon by a awltt 0oup. 1tl. Vietnam 

aouth.rn government was politioaUy unprepared. After havlnl: talcen re.pono1bil11:y 

for negotiating with the BritiBh and proteated to DO aTail. in a memorandum iaau.d 

in Ootob.r 1946. the Vietnam South.rn ExeoutiT8 Committee noted that. ·Suppreae1on 

of the pr .... whioh •• unanimously d.f.nding the independ.no. of Vi.tnam. prevented 

• 

u .... !rca oontrolling end du.oting publio opinion .t • tbe 'Ilhen the mob _ •• lready 

...... perated b7 pr .... oo.Uona of the l'renoh .. ..!he Britlah """T. to .ooOlllpl1.h it. 
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miaaion ot diaarming the Japanese toroea, had no need to di8arm our polioe toroe 

and auppre .. our g<m>rnmont ae it did. yet .... have demonstrated by our aotion. 
that our g0V8~nt 18 moat Dordial in ita d .. ir. to lend .very p0801bl ... ai.tanDo 

I to the Br1tieh amy in the acoompliahment ot it. taak. ft """ ..... state_ata and 
aDpeal ..... re u •• l.... In the month to tollow, the nationali.t movement wa~ed • 
dlounitad tight again.t the Frenoh. 'ftle oenter ot the politioal .oane .hitted to 
the nonh, where the newly .atabl1.h.d Vi.tnam Demooratio Republio .uooe.dad in 

RB8fRIC!JD 



• 

- 76 -

RESmIC'I'ED 

IV. NA'l'IONALISII IN PO'IIER 

In spite of the serious setbaoks suffered by the nBtionalist moyement in 

the south, md its limited freedom under !JIinese military oocupation in the aortil. 

the power of gOYernment in the greater part of the country remainad in t~e hando 

of the noocent Vietnam Government after September 1946. Governmental aotiviti •• 

within the area under its oontrol centered around the fermation of politioal and 

adminiotrative maohinery, the oonduot of toreign policy md of military oparationo, 

the provision of food, the i .. um .... of ourrenay, and flood oontrol. Indhidual 

party line. md aotiviti .. at the groupo partioipating in the I!: .......... nt tended 

to he submerged in a coalition polioy in order that the pressure ot the ¥rench and 

Chinese might he met by a united nationalist front. 

However, politioal differences within the Vietnam GcmIl"1IIIIIInt _re refleoted 

in the ohange_ in oomposition of the aabinet and the representation at the meetiDl!:_ 

of the newly formed National Aasembly in )laroh and October 1946. In the _ UIIIIIer ot 

1946, disagreement within the government resulted in open cla.hes between gOYerDMDt 

forces md troops under the leadership of dissident elements ot the Vietnam 

Nationalist Party and nong minh Roi. The governmental aoalition was suaoesstul 

in overooming theBe difticulties. It faoed a more formidable foe in the ¥renah, 

however, negotiations tor a political settlement _re unproduotive. 

Although unity of northern and southern Vietnam remained at all times one 

of the prinoipal tenets ot all faotiono at the nationaliot movement, political 

developments in the two areas oontinued to tollow distinotly different patterno. 

A. The Vietnam Government 

1. Northern Area. The exeouth" organ set up on August 16, 1945 by the Viet 

Minh to .... ume power ao the offioial government in Ranoi _0 the "People ta Llb.ration 

• Committ ••• • Alth~lgh it had popular support, this oommitt.e _. DOt repre •• ntative 

• See above, p. 66. 
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of the whole nationali.t movement. It waa dominated by the Indoohineae Communl.t 
Party, whioh wo. reprelented by .ix member.. other Viet Minh adherenta were allo 
.ix in number, and two Vietnam Demooratio Party repre.e~tati?e' oompleted the 

roster. 

Coincidently with the declaration ot independence cn Septamber 2. 1946 ot tht 
Vietnam Demooratic Repub1io,l the "People" Liberation Committee" ~a~ way to a 
minioterial ~~rnment known .. the "Prodl1onal GoYernment," which ruled until 

2 March 2, 1946. Thi. government wli .light1y more moderate in it. aompo.ition. 
The center ot grad ty Ib1tted trom the extreme 1e1'l; to 1e1'l; of center. The lar~ .. t 
repreeentation waa .till that of the Ocmammiata, who had tt.. poat.. Other Viet 
Minh adherent. oontro1led three poata, the Democrat. kad three, and there were 
three independent a and one Catholl. repre.entative. It wa. under th1a gavernment 
that the Indoohine.e Communiat Party ... dillol ved in November 1945, 0.teno1b1;y 

3 in the intere.t of national unity. A number ot n.rther atepa were Mcellary to 
create a atable governmental .oalitton that waa repre.entative of aU the major 

nationali.t element. in the Vietnam. The formation of ouch a coalition on the 
bai •• of a non~controveraial program ... imperative in dew of the many difficulti •• 
aontrontinc the Vietnam G~rnment. 

The chief d1tNoulty wa. the oaoupation of Indo.hina north of the o1xteenth 

parallel b;y the Chine.e &rilly, in a.oordanae with Allied directivel to acoept the 

Japane.e ourrender and di.arm the Japane.e .01diery. The drain on the re.curcel 
of Tonkin b;y the Q,ine.e force .ent to aaoomplllh th1a teak waa very great. 1I0re­
over, the Q,ine.e military had .. adjunct. the Dong Minh Hoi and the Vietn .... 

• Nationa1i.t Party,wb1ohaou1d be eltabli.hed in power as a new ~overnment Ihou1d 

the Chineae authoritiu deoide to do 10, partiou1arl;y Ilnoe are .. in ToDkin ... ro 

under the mill tary control of tho DaIle llinh Hai. 'fb. Dang Minh Hai and Vi.tn • 

• S •• aboY., pp. I. tt. 
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lome minor politionl ~roupB. runo~ioned tor,ether under the 

'1 
(~~ ~ Gia). A further oO"'l'lieetinr, fMtor .... th .. 

imminent threat of • Frenoh inva.ion to regain control of th .. north. 

The Vi .. tnam Government under the leadership of Ho ohi Minh had to .teer a 

~ur.e bet.. .... n th.. Scylla of th.. Chine... Army and th.. ChBrybdi. of th.. Fr .. noh inva.ion 

fl.et. Und .. r th ..... pr ..... ure •• th .. Vi .. t Minh manag .. d to oompo ... it. diff .. r .. no ... with 

• di •• id .. nt ... otion of th.. Dong Minh Boi. On Ootob .. r 23. 1946. • paot WO. .ign .. d 

between th .. two orgeni,ation •••• pr .. 1ud. to future unity in the intere.t of the 

·oommon .trugg1. againet th .. ..,;gre .. i ..... attempt. of the oolonial Frenoh, in ord.r 

to def.nd the lib.rty end ind.pend.nce of the Demooratio R.publio of Vi .. tn .... " 2 

Oth.r .1.mente of the Dong Minh Hoi end the Vi.tnam Nationali.t Party ..... not 10 

... ily paoifi.d. On n .. .,.,mber 23. 1946. b .. for. the Vi.tnam Go ..... nun.nt oonduoted 

• 
• 1eotion. for th .. Vi .. tnam National A .... mb1y in Tonkin end Annam __ end oland .. ltin.1y 

in part. of COohinohina __ in January 1946 to 1.gitilllbe it. ru1 •• :1 it wa. agr .. d 

that the Vi .. tnam Nationo.1i.t Party and the Dong y~ Hoi ..... 1'. to be a"il';lled fifty 

and t ..... nty .e .. t. re.peotive 1y." A fUrth.r price that the Bo ohi Minh government 

had to p .. y for ite existence under the Chine.e oooupation wao the oonstitution of 

a National Coalition Government5 at the fir.t .e.8ion of th .. newly .e1eoted Vi.tnam 

lI .. tiona1 Ao ... mb1y on IIaroh 2. 1946. The oompo.ition of thio government _.. two 

I 

Ommnuni.t •• three r.pre.ent .. ti ...... of the Vietnam Hationali.t Party. on. of the Dong 

Minh Hoi. two Demoor .. t •• on. Sooia1ist. and three independ.nt.. The Vio. Ministri •• 

'"'" divided as follows. 1 Viet Minh. 1 Sooialist. 1 Demoorat. S ind.pend.nt •• 

2 Dong Minh Hal, end 1 Vietnam Hation.lilt Party. 

It .aa thio gO ..... MUllent .... loh a ss ... d re.pondbility tor the Frenoh-Vi.tnam 

.. gr.""""'t of Veroh 6. 1946 whioh. following on the he.b at • agreement b.twe.n 

Fr..,o. Md Q.in •• prond.d tor • liMited Frenoh tOl'CIe in Tonld.n and Annam to replao • 

• S •• .... low. pp. 80 tt. 
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the Chinese army and for reoognition of the Vietnam Republio a •• "free .tate within 

the Frenoh union."l The agreement oonBtituted • retreat from the full independence 

proolaimed by the Vietnamese on September 2. 1946. There was • ~reat deal of 

oppooition to the agreement from nationalist. who saw in it the first wed~e of 

2 
returning Frenoh oontrol of their oountry. Only the great per.onal preotige ot ho 

ohi Kinh mad .. it possibl .. to obtain acoept.no .. of th .. agree .... nt by the bulk of the 

3 
nationali.t movement. 

Deopit .. th .. taot that their r .. pr ..... ntati_. Vu khang Kh.nh. wa. a .ignotor)' 

of the -aroh 6 .~reement with the Frenoh. important leader. of th .. Dong Minh hoi 

and the Vietnam ~.tion.1i.t party withdrew their .upport of the Vi .. tnam Gov .. rnment 

in prot .. st again.t th.. "pro-Frenoh" polioy that they .ttribut .. d to th .. Viet loIinh. 

Th ... train .. d politioal o1tuation w •• temporarily e .... d with th .. oreation of the 

"Le.gu .. for th .. ~ation.l Union of Viet Nam" at hanoi on loIay 27. 1946. Th .. twenty-

s"Ten founding father. ino1uded prominent repreoentBtiTe. of all the prinoipa1 

po1itioal organi.ationB ao wall AS independents, who jointly p1edg .. d "to oate­

t 
guard our autonomy •• 0 ao later to attain oomp1et .. ind .. pendenoe". 

The agreement thus signed was short-liTed. One of th .. planks in the p1.tform 

agreed upon was unifioation of th .. administration and th .. army. In oubo .. quent montl-.• , 

The Vietnam GOTernment took poSitive measures Bgainot di.sident nationalist. who 

ohal1anged ite authority in a number of areao in northem Tonkin. Some 1eadero ot 

the Dong ~ hoi and the Vietnam Nationa1i.t ~arty. ino1uding Nguyen hai Than. 

Nguyen tuong T ..... and Vu khong Ihanh. fl .. d to China and th .. n to nongkong after troop. 

under their oontro1 w .. re d .. feated by Vietnam GOTernment t~oopo Boting in oonjunotioc 

with Frenoh 
6 • 

foroes. There. they reorganb .. d the ~ationali.t Front to group 

6 
nationaU.t. di.affeot .. d with the Ho government. Thie .plit weakened the nationaU.1 

oau.... The Viet Minh 1eader.hip in th .. nor~, •• well •• in the .ooth. fa.ed 
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oppo.ition from .n thin the ranks of the nationalist mo_nt on matter. rel.tin~ to 

ths oonduot a f the stru~gle for independenoe. 

2. Southern Area. A oontinuin~ guerrilla strup;gle had gone on in Coohinohina 

IInoo September 1946, when the louthem arm of the VietnfUII Gove""""nt wa. displaced 

by tho reestabli.hment of Frenoh oontrol in Saigon. Thi. strugp;le was oonduoted by 

a,."ed foroe. of mlUlY d11'ferent politioal groups, .nth no oentral unified ollMland. 

In area. not under Frenoh oontrol there were frequent ola.hes between various nationalilt 

~roup. who attempted to e.tablhh th ..... elTe. and their organhatioll. in power • 

• 
The agreement of Maroh 8 turther oomplioated matter. for the re.i.tance in 

the .outh, .inoe under it. term. the .tatu. ot Coohinohina •• to be determined by 

retsrendum. Abiding by the ap;reement would have meant the oe.sation of ho.tilitiel 

.. d a maintenanoe of a politioally undstermined condition until .uoh time a. the 

referendum oould establi.h the pooition of Coohinohina with re.peot to the Vietnam 

Republio. !no the meantime, the French olaimed a tree hand in Ccohinohina. In~.m"oh 

•• the nriou. reoi.tanoe organization. oontrolled the greater part of the oountryaide, 

this wa. a great deal to grant. ftot many nationali.t. were willing to aooept ouoh 

•• olution. Only a very small body of troops under the leadership of Ng ..... n hoa l1iep 

1 
did make their peaoe with the Frenoh. It appearl that in April 1946 a ouooeaetul 

effort ..... made to unify the louthern re.iltanoe group.. Under the leaderohip of 

Nguyen Biah, the prinoipal louthem military leader, a lIIational Union Front (~ 

2 

!!:2 ~!!!.!1!!l Hiep) ..... oreated at Ba Queo (CoahinohinaJ on April 20, 1946. 

The Viotnam Government made partially luooeutul effort. to get the r.ohtanoe 

elemento in the .outh to coa.e hostiliti •• in order to faoilitat. diplomatio negotiation 

, 
with the Frenoh.The Frenoh authori ti ••• oon mad. a oontinuation of th1a policy 

1mpo •• ibl., how.ver,.by attempting to .timulat. autonomilt or .eparatilt tendenoi •• 

in Coohinohina. A protu.ioll of .pUnter partie. and group. _ into being that 

• See above, p. TT. 
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.ought publio support on the i .. ue of oreating an independent state of Coohlnohlnll 

• 
that would not be an integral part of the Vietnom Republic. Thie _. followed by 

the French High ~is.ioner's promulgation of a decree on June I, 1946 .etting up 

1 
a provi.lonal government of the Coohlnohlneee Republio. The proTi.ional ,:oTermnent. 

hoIaded by Nguyen 'Van Thinh, represented Il .mall wealthy group of Vietn""",.e Ind,. .. 

•• 
completely Frenoh-oontrolled. This action aroused particular antagonism in the 

nationalist camp because it oame on the eve of negotiationa between the Vietnam 

Republio and the Frenoh Government at Fontain.bl.au,Frano• to aohiev. a •• ttlement 

by implementing the agreement ot IIaroh 6.
2 

It _s met by ren_d pl.dge. ot the 

newly oreated National Union Front in the aoutll to continu. the atrur~l. tor an 

! 
indep.ndent and united Vi.tnam. 

In auba.quent montha, friotion again d.veloped betwe.n variou. n~tionali.t 

organizations in the aouth, leading to a br.ak-up ot the unifi.d r.sistance. On Jul, 

13, 1946 lIguy.n Binh ordered the di .. olution of the National Union Front and placed .1' 

it. oomponent groups under the authority of the Vietnam United ~.opl.'. Comaittee 

(~ ~ Hiep Quoo ~!!!!. !!!!J. S.oti OIlS Of the Cao Dai and the Hoa Hao r.Ugiou. 

","oups oame into oonflict with the Vi.tnam United P.opl.'a Committee, r.oognized 

as the .outh.rn arm of the Vi.tn .... GOTel'lllllllnt. Even the outbreak ot hostiliti •• 

betwe.n the Vi.tnam Gov.rnment and the French 011 D.c.mber 19, 1946 did not 010 •• 

the breaoh. A amall number of the nationali.t .l.ment. in tbe aouth oollaborated 

with the French in an .ftort to win in thia _y tbe long-Iought independence tor 

. Vi.tnam and di.plao. the l.ad.rehip ot the Vi.t lIinh in ito oCllltrol of the Vietn_ 

••• hepublic. 

B. Th. National A •• emblv 

• S .. bolo_, pp. la2 tt. 
•• See below, pp. laa tt • 
••• 8 .. below, pp. 101 tt. 
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the Vietnam Hational A.ae~bly took pI... In ttanot from Uotober 26, 1948 to Uotober 31, 

1 

1946. During the year the relationa with Franoe had d.teriorated oonaiderably. Th • 

• 
•• tabliahmBnt of the proTillonal government of Coohinohina by the Frenoh, the failure 

o! the negotiationa at the Dalat Conf.rence to produce a aettlement· of diaput.d t.lueo,2 

3 

the I.n .... sion of aouth.m Ann .... by the FAnoh, and the unimplem.nted ~ Tivendi 

signed on September U. 1946 following the breakdown of negotiatlona at Fontainebl.u~ 

.et the lteg. for thea. aeaaiona of the Vi.tnam Betional Aaa~bIy. 

The o""'Position of the Aaaembly5 wal the Aault of el.otions held on JanWlJ'y 

•• 
6, 1946. There ta oonald.rebl. doubt .. to the .xtent to whioh th.a •• leotiona 

refleoted the popular will. 1I0t only _re the opposition partiea. the Vi.tn .... 

Mational1at Party and the Dong kinh 1I0i .... sign.d I eventy d.l.gat.a b.fore the .l.otion, 

but alae .xamination of the reaulta haued by the Vi.tn .... Govertllll8llt re .... 1o that an 

inordlnately large Tote waa ola1aed for a oountJ'y where the parl1_nt&J'y eyot ... w. 
tor the moat part unkn"""" Th. figurel releaa.d for 'l'onkin imply that 73 percent 

of the total population of Toting age regtat.red and 91 pero.nt ot thoa. registered 

8 
aotually 0 aat ba11otl. 

lI"".ver oonatitut.d. the Hational Aoaembly Ita.lf GOUld hardly b. diaoounted 

7 

aa a reprea.ntative body for the Vi.tnamea.. It. member.hip refl.oted all polltioal 

ourrenta 8Ild tendenoi •• , from the oODae ...... tiv. mandarinat. to the. xtreme l.ft. 

'!'wo hundr.d and ninety-one ...... ber. of the Aea ... b1y •• r. pre.ent at the opening of 

the aeoond a ... ion in Uotober 1948. The largeat grouping oonalot.d of 90 Ind.pend.nto)' 

led by ttoang m1nh Chau. '!'he Viet Minh wea the bigg.at party, having 80 del.gate., 

l~d by Ph ... van Don,;, IIguyen dinh Till, and IIgull"n trong IIh.... '!'h. 46 Demoorat. _re 

led by Do duo Duo and Ton queng Phiet. Ph ... tu lighia and Nguyen Xien .hared llad.rlbip 

of the 24 SooiaU.to. The C-uniet delel:ation (Groupe lIania1;4l) or 16 had u ito 

• S .. aDoTe, pp. 79 tt. 
S .. b.l .... pp. 112 tt. 

•• ,.. aboft. p. .,1. 
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prominent spokesmen Vo nguyen Oiap. "guyen van Tao. KhUBt duy Tien. Tran hUy Lieu. 

and "go thi Hue. The Dong Minh aai filled 17 of its allotted 20 seats. while the 

1 

Vi.tnam ftationalist ~.rty mustered 20 or the 50 it we. allowed. 

Th. Vi.tnam tiational As.embly meeting of Uotober 1946 we. .ignifioant in many 

.dditiona1 respeots. It provided a test of the .xis~ence of demooratio 1iberti •• 

und.r the 110 oh i lOiM go .... rnm..nt. By and 1arg •• the atmosph.re or the A ... mbly , ..... 

the appearan~. of a typioa1 1.~islBtive d.bating sooiety. A neutral observer or the 

prooeedings .tate.. "It is h""" .... r a healthy sign that the opposition is .t le •• t 

.llowed to .peak and that their que.tion •• however embarrassing. are r.ported in the 

looal pre ... -2 It .hould be noted. holMYer. that the ubiquitous pel~.o •• gent. or the 

gOYernment kept a olo.e oheok an .""'" or the diaoident. and that a r ... member. 

dia .. ppeared after the oonvooation. Polio. ag.nte oonduot.d •• Yeral houae •• aroh •• 

and oontributed in ..... _ ... ura to a tvling th.t it _. dang.rou. to oppo •• the 

gOYern.nt too .trongly. 

The Assembly adopted in Ootober 1946 the ba.io oonatitution d.rining the nature 

ot the Vi.tnam Demooratio Republio by a ""te or 240 to 2. As adopt.d. the oonstitutiOll 

embodi.s _y of the id.als ot the W •• tem d_ooratio st .. t ••• inoluding fre.dom ot 

the pr ......... mbly. inviolability ot person. eta. It provid •• tar .. unioameral 

l.gi.lature and tor .. minist.rial government r.sponsib1. to the 1.gi.1 .. ture. S 

F~th.r. the Vi.tnam Mational As.emb1y ie .ignitioant in that the parliamentary 

.trength ot the .xisting politioal p:roupl gi~ ..... indio .. tion ot the importance ot 

th.ir argani&ation.. Th. ohang .. in oomposition ot the Vi.tn .... Go .... rnment • eleoted 

by the Mationa1 As.embly r.fl.oted the .... ale.n.d podtlon ot the Dong Ilinh 110i and 

• 
Vietn .... Dationalilt Party. eo .. ot whoee lead.rs had tled to Chin... Th. o .. bin.t 

wae inor ..... d in do t ..... twelve to .ixteen POlt. in lID etfort to broaden it. b ..... 

The poet at Minister at BoODlllio Aff .. irl w.. lett open tor .. Coohinohina.. r.pra •• nt.ti 

The Vloe-Preddmoy.. ~.o lett vaoUlt • 

• /IH aboft, p • .,8. 
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The deterioration in relationo with the Frenoh authorities in Indoohina 

reeulted in inoreased repre.entation ot the c""."unists 1n the ~overnment. Commu"llot 

cabinet strength inoreased trom two to tive minietries. whioh gave them efteot1TO 

control of' the r,OTernment. The VietTUllll Nationalists _re reduced from th .... e to one I 

the Dong »inh ~oi. f'rom two to one. the Sooiali.t. and the Demoorats retained one 

and two ministries reopeotiTely. The nUll\ber of' independents i"., reased f'r0lll two to 

four. Nine of the total of ~lve vioe ministries were fUled. Three esoh were 

•• signed to 

Demoorats. 

CoMmunists end iadependents. one eaoh to 

1 

Bao Dai remained .. Supreme Counoillor. 

the Viet Minh. Sooialist •• and 

The new gove..-nt _. announoed CIIl November 3. 1948. It 0_ to power 

lmmadiately preoeding a period in whioh the Vietn_se_Jl'renoh oontliot .. a. to erupt 

into open .. arfare in Tonk!.n. 

RBS 'IBI C'l'BD 
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V. NA'l'IOIIALIST ALtGllMEN'l'S SINCE 'IRE OU'l'RR1':AX OF '!'HE: FRF.Nr:H-VTF.'l'l'fAlo! "All 

Oft101al diplomatio rslatim.a between the Frenoh and Vietnam Gavernment. 

were terminated when Vietnam armed foroea launohed a prepared attaok on Frenoh troop 

po.itiona at IIanoi on Deoember 19, 1946. The formal outbreak of wideapread hootiUtl" 

olimaxed. a preceding period of deteriorating politioal relationa and intermittent 

olaahea betw.en the Frenoh and Vietnameae .oldi.r.. In Navelllber 1948, following 

looal diaput.a, Frenoh troop. had a .. .-d oontrol ot Haiphong and Le.n,;aon. Th. Fren.h 

had Tiolated the exiating military agre.ment by landing a battalion of heaTily a~d 

men at Tourane, Annam. Vietnam Gavernment proteat. were to no ayail in reotifying 

the.e .itnation.. There had been repeated friotion betw.en Frenoh aoldler. and the 

looal population in BEnoi and other oitie. in Tonkin. The reterendum on inolulion 

of Coohinohina within Vietnam had not been held, and a new aabinet had been inatalled 

on Deoember 6, 1948 in the Frenoh-sponlored gavernment there. The at+.aok launohed 

by the Vietn_a. at lIanoi ..... a direot reaotion to the Fr.nch poliey ot attempting 

to .stabUlh full military oontrol at the oountry betor .... gotiating • detlnith. 

politioal lettlemant with the Vietnam Gavernment. 

Initially, the tranlition from a"..,d truo. to open viol.no. tended to unity 

the nation.lilt. in .upport ot the Vietnam Government. It wa. generally reoognl •• d 

that only a o08li tion polioy ot det.rring poli tioal dirfer..", .. would permit the 

maximum deTotion ot .ttort to .ucoe •• tul pro.ecution ot the war. Mo.t natlonali.t. 

reoogni •• d that the etf.otiw ..... of the re.ietance to the Frenoh ,""uld d.termine 

the • xt.nt ot the oono •• aton. to be gained in the ewntnal •• ttlemem:. 

The French, on "".ir part, atteapted to ... ppl .... nt their military .otio ... by 

• politioal oft .... ive. Thi. ott.nliTe took the form of .timulating public .pecul.tion 

1 
on the illlll1n.nt oollap •• ot the Vietnam GOT"""",,nt. Ewry opportunity _. utll1&.d 

to .tre •• po •• ibl. di •• gr ..... nt. -.ong Vi"fn&m l.ad.ra. Fr.nch propa~anda pietured 
2 

lio oIli lItnh .. 111. pri.oner ot hie (!;0T8l'11J118nt. Nguyen ..... h Iia •• promin.nt Catholia 

poUtiaal tigure and _ber ot the lie gOTel'1lJll8nt who had reuined in lianai wben the 
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Vietnam Government withdr_ frOlll the oity foll~no: the .. tt .. ok of Deoember 19. 1946 • 

.. , pubUobed .. a the po.lible leader of a new government.l "'e Don" l4inh Roi e1e ... nto 

1. exile in China and ex-emperor Bao Dei were 0.180 diacu •• ed a. likely element. in 

2 
the fonnation of • new goftrmnent. A aerie I of eoliottoul statement. were made by 

Frenoh leader. Leon Illum and M .. rius !.!outet in re,;ard to the autonomous re'PUblio ot 

3 
~.hlnohlna, who.e n_ pre.ident, La van Roaoh. had evinced a de.ire to expand tho 

, 
••• pe of hi. government to inolude Vietnam. Administr .. tive .,.",."ittee. ot Vietname.e 

.Uling to work WIder Frenoh "u.pice. were ore .. ted for Tonkin .. nd Ann... R .. vinl!: 

ruled out negotiation. with Ho ohi Minh'. tp;ovemment. the Frenoh o .. st .. bout for .. 

•• itable n .. tive regbM with whioh to deal. 

"'e neo ••• ity for. politio .. l .olution beORme all the more .. pparent •• the 

righting oontinu .. d. 'l'h .. Vi.tn ... Gov .. rnment demon.trated that Frenoh hope. of limit .. d 

polio .... oti"" l .... din~ to p.oifio .. tion ot Indoohina 10"1''' unju.tifi .. d. ", .. Fr.nah held 

the larg .... oo ... t .. l ci ti .... but th .. Vt.tn ....... ret .. in .. d control of the oOWltryllid •• 

Unable to .. nd th .. imp ..... by military means. th .. Frenoh turn .. d toward. polittc .. l 

loluttOll th .. t envi."g .. d the s .. tting up ot • rival go",,~nt in opposition to the Ho 

• 
regim... '!'h .. Fr .. nch n .. gotiat .. d with ex-empe .. M B .. o!)ai in hope that he would b.. .bl .. 

to aplit th .. re.tstance l ... d ..... hip through aignin~ an .. greement th .. t would s .. ti.ry the 

.'pi .. o.tiona of the moder .. te n .. tion .. li.t .lement •• 

In June 1947 .. French repr ..... ntative. Paul Mua. met with B"" Oai in Honl!:kong. 

and .hortly .. rte .. this meetin~ • Frenoh-apon.or .. d camp .. ign fo .. 11"" Dai 'a ... turn to 

Vietnam _. begWI in Fr .. nch-held ......... of Indoohin... At H .. don,; on S .. ptembe .. 10. 1947. 

Fr .. nch High Commi •• ion .... Emil .. Boll ...... t announced the t .. rma und ... whioh the F""noh 

"" .... willing to n .. gotiate the tuture .tatu. of Vi .. tnllm. 'l'hea .. t.rma. rej.oted by the 

Vietnam Government. _"" .. coepted ... • bui. to .. negott.tiona by lIao Dei. B .. o Dei 

mot with Boll .. e .. t .. board. Prenoh orui .... in the B .. t. d'Along on Deoembe .. 8. 1947 and 

luba.quently in G .... n •• Swit .... laud, in .... ly January 1968. AI!. A«"" .. ment ,... tinally 

• 8M 1Ielow. pp. 101 tt. 
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a1p.ci OIl Ju .... 6, 1948 by Bao Oai and lIo11aert at ! •• oond .... tinr; in the Bat. d'Alo"!. 

Baa nai .ub •• qu.ntly e.tabli.hed a ~o~rnm&nt in June 1949. 

The nationali.t movement in Vietnam i. thu. divided into two win~ •• on. oupport-

in~ the Vietnam Go ... rnment, the other allooiated with the riTal gOTernment under Bao Dt.1. 

Thil di Tia10n he. b.oome the badc faotor in curr.nt nationaU.t al1pment.. '!h. 

Vietnam Gonrnment clllllp, whioh embrao •• the Ta.t majorit)t of the nationalilto in Indoehl 

pre •• nte a probably oomewhat deceptive piotur. of unity, the t'rin~ .. of tho ~o~r_t'l 

coalition r.maining fluid and in oommunication through many chann.l. with .l.ment. on 

the oppo.it •• id.. The Bao Oai ~TerDment pre •• nta a perhapo aore accurate picture of 

contu.ion and 1IIIpotenc •• 

A. Parti.. in the Vi.tnam GoTernment Camp 

The Vi.tname.e deci.ion to re.ort to military action to eff.ot a ra~rable 

poUtical aettlem.nt with tho Frenoh probably refl.cted the tran.rer or actual leader­

ahip of the Vi.tn"", Go~rnaont to the hand. of more .xtremilt and anti-Frenoh .l.mente 

within Vi.tn.... '!he beginning. of this d.~lopment oan be trao.d baok to Wo .... ber 1948. 

Following the oooupation of Haiphong and Langson by the frenoh, the 'rongbo, the ruling 

o"",",itt •• or the Vi.t Minh and the .trong •• t of the parti •• in the Vi.t""", GoTermnent, 

d.mand.d that the Vietn .... aoTernment take lIlor •• nergetio "",a.ur .. to pr at.ot ito 

oov.reignty, atating. ~. oan negotiate only if we d.fend our •• lv ••• • l ~n the more 

conciUatory .l_nt •• aw Uttle hope in the continu.d .(torte of Preo1dent 110 ohi !IIinh 

to r.ach a peac.tul •• ttl .... nt. 

Thuo, the outbr.ak of war with the 1'rench t.nd.d to unity the Vi.tnam Govarnment 

c""'P' The CCIIIIIIUl1i.t. and the Vi.t Minh, U.ntififld with the l'ronch-Vi.tn_o. ap:reement 

of "'aroh 8, 1948 and the ~ vivendi of S.ptember 14, 1948, had been under oOl18tant 

attaok from pro-cbine •• , 'rot.l<yiot, and .xtremi.t element. for th.ir policy of oom­

promio. with the l'ronoh. Unwillingne .. to aoo.pt the Jl'renoh int.rpretation of tho ~ 

v1~di ... d oppoeition to .......... h aotion in Ha1FhoQ; and Lanr;.on broufl:ht the parti .. 

IllS 'I'R lC'.!'BJ) 
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IIOgother on the prin.ipal ieeue that had .aus.d din.ion in their ranke, that of 

.,lotion. with Fran.e. The exile N .. UonaU.t Front (~~ ~ Gia) in China,-.on­

,Isting pri:narily of disaffected Dong Ilinh Hoi and Vietn"", NationaU.t Party element., 

~ounoed it. willingnoa. to make "oommon oauae with the Vietnam Government ••• with 

1 

, now to the adoption of a o ..... on Une of aotion toward Franoh." '!he _ni.t. 

It» the Viet Minh were reUe'ftd of the burdenaome responolbility for operatinr; tl1e 

rronoh-Vietn_ae oondominhn in Tonkin and oould join with all otl1er partie. in a 

.on.ontro'ftraial poU.y of .uDport for +.he _r. 

Government aotintie. in general beo""," limited to the conduot of military 

operation., the pron.ion of food and military .u"Pplie., oontrol of +.he flood probl_ 

In Tonkin. and the ooordination of the nation-wide education program. otl1er matter • 

.... 
had. of n .... e •• ity. to be deferred, and administrative reeponalbilitie. had to be. 

d.legated to. or left in the hand. of, local authoritiee. I4oreover, the military 

pre .. ure exerted bv the Fren.h at many .oattered point. within Vietnlllll GOuld be .. t 

only with the politioal .upport of the looal population and the establi.hed looal 

leader.hip. ",18 leader.hip _. in many oa.e. o""'Pletely out of .Y"'pathy with any 

leftist program, although .tron~ly nationeli.t. Important Catholio area., for example, 

.. ere in a po.ition to .hoose .ide. freely, and o"'lld be alllr:nod with the Vietn8111 

Goft ...... ent only by a poli.y of broad nationaU.t appeal. Aside from the internal 

tootor. that made unity imperative within tl1e government .oalition. the foreign 

relation. of the Vietn8111 Government impo.ed upon it a polioy o~ oaution. Bene?Olent 

neutrality, if nat aotive a .. istan~e. on the part of the '!hai Go .... rmaent. the Chine.e 

Wationali.t Gove"""",nt. and the Chin •• e C""",uni.t ... a. a neoellat7 oondiUon for 

Vi.tname •• military .uo...... The attitude. of the US, USSR, India, the Vatioan, the 

Arab League, and the United Nation. were of great potential importal>oe. 

It appear. that the polioy foll .... d by the Vietnam Govennent ha., in faat, 

been that of a wide ooalition united on .ertain buio ncmolllltro ... reial. --part)' 

• a ... 110 .... p. n. 
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i.sues, and that unity has been aohieved not by resolvinr" but ~ deferrin~ resolution 

of, the issue. that divide the members of the government ooalition. 

'!he f .... nationalists -- suoh ae the catholio leader lIr,uyon manh Ha -- who remai!lO\l 

in Frenoh-oontrolled territory following the be~innin~ of the oonfliot did not oollabo-

rate with the Frenoh, although the Frenoh attempted to u.e their presenoe a. an indi-

oation of defeotion from the nationalist oause. In Bair,on, a vi~oroul legel and 

illegal pre .. oontinued to oampaipl for reoognition of the Ho ohi lIinh go.,.rnment and 

the celsation ot hOltilities. 

"'e Vietnam Go.,.rnment itlelf ... 1 relhuttled twioe in an effort to eltabU.h 

the broadest ooalition pOloible in the Itruggle a~ainat the 1"renoh. Other realONl tor 

ita reorgani .. tions were to meet foreign and internal oritioiem of ~e go .... nmeat a. 

"extrem1st" and to provide new perlonnel with .mom the Frenoh .,ight negotiate a 

1 
peaoe. 

'nIe first ohangee ooourred in Maroh and April 1947. On Maroh 20, 1947 Ton duo 

'nIang. a Viet lIinh supporter .... 1 given the Miniltry of the Interior, replaoing 

Huynh thuo Xhang (an independent) who had died. Tran duy Hung. an independent ..... 

~iven the post 
2 

huu II~ died. 

of Vioe Minilter of ~e Interj.or when th .. in"umbent j:OIJI!Iun1st. Hoang 

lUeting of the 
Following a ,!Counoil of 1.lin1ster. on April SO. 1947. President I!o 0111 

Minh relinquiahed the Miniltry of Foreipl Affair. to hi. Sooiali.t Under Seoretary. 

. 1\ 
Hoang .,inh Giam • 

After a oabinet meeting ot July 19. 1947, other important oha.,gel were announced. 

'nIe Viet lIinh Mini.ter of Interior. Ton duo 'nIang. was gi .... n another job and his POlt 

.... lett vaoant (to be filled by a Coohinchinese) in oharge of hil Vice Minilter, !ran 

duy Bung, an independent. "'e POlt was later tilled by Phan ke 'l'oa1, an independent. 

Vo n~en Giap, Communi It lIinilter of lIational Defense, wal replaced by hi. Vice 

II1ni.ter, Ta quang Buu, an independent. The Vioe Mini.tar ot lIational Eoonomy, 

Pham "." DonS, a CCllllllllni.t, wa. replaced by Q1 huy Can, a De.oorat. Other o»t.Dt; •• in 
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rice ministries inoluded; Communioations. Le Dun~, an independent. aoting pro tem 

for {lan~ phuo Thong, a Sooiali.t, Health, Ton that Tunr., an independent, aoting pro 

tom ror N~yen kinh Chi, an independent, A/!:rioulture, lIghiem "uan Yem, an independent, 

. replacing CU huy Gen, a Demoorat. An additional minietry, tba ~ini.try of War Veteran. 

, ond Invalid., n. oreated, and the po.t was a .. ir,ned to Vu dinh '!'un!,:, a Catholio, with 

! N&o '!\I Ha, a Catholio, a. Vi~e Minieter, Dang van Huong, an independent lIuddhiot, WU 

, 
l"de a Mini.ter without Portfolio. l 

I 
: Thu. the 1947 ohanges in go~rnment were markedly to the right. '!'he dietri-

j 

I bution of the mini.trie. a. oOMpared with that of November 3, 1946 was a. follows. 

I tho COJllIIl\mi.t. were reduoed from 6 to 3, the·Sooiali.t ..... re increa.ed from I to 3, 

I the Democrat. were unchanged, with 2, and the Dong "inh Hoi and the Mationali.t Party 

.. re unchanged, with one eaoh. Independent. nOlI' bald 6 po.t., an inorease ot I, and 

• new po.t .had been a8signed to .. catholio repre.entati..... '!'he @:reateot shirt occurred 

In the vioe mini.tries. Of the 9 po.t.- filled, only 1 COIIIIIuni.t remained of the former 

~; tba Sociali.t. retained 1 ot their original 2, the Damocrat ... dded 1, for a total 

or 2; the Catholio. gained I repre.entative, IIZId the independent. increased from 3 to 

'l'he .hitt otrengthened the Vietnam Govoornment. The .outhern underground, whioh 

/

' 4. 

had heen seriou81y .pUt follOll'ing the ar,ree_nt. previoualy' reached between the 

Vietnam Government and the French, eotabliohed a 1000e coalition a~ain.t the 

I enemy, although friotion between ditferent ~roup8 cantinued.
2 

cOlllDOn 

Thi. government remained unchanged tor almo.t a year fol1011'inr, the cabinet 

'"",eting of July 19, 1947. On May 26, 1946, the Vietnam G ..... rnment radio announoed 

the death ot Nguyen van To, Minietar without Portfolio in the Ho ohi Vinh oabinet. 

S 

Hi. death hal been attributed to French military operation.. No replaoement has heen 

appointed to fill the vacant poat. On July 21, 1948, Vo nguyen Oiap (Communist) wa. 

reappointed Minister of National Defenae and 'fa quanc lIuu (Independent) ap;ain became 

4 
the Vice Yiniltar. Late in July 1949, the announcement waa mad. that the POlt ot 
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Vioe-Pre.ident of the Vietnam Government had b •• n tilled by Pham Tan Don~ (Communi.t-

1 
Viet Minh). Thi. brought the total of poot. held by Communi.t. in the Vietn~ 

Go.ernment to 6 out ot 17 till.d oabin.t po.itionl and prnbably indioat.1 a oonloli-

2 

dation ot their oontrol of that government. 

Ne.erthel •••• the Vi.tnam Government ooalition has remain.d tirm in almolt two 

additional year. ot fighti~. Party aotiYiti •• oonduoted within the ar.a. oontroll.d 

by the Vi.tnam Go~rnment ha~ been limited to the publioation of party newlpapers 

and the oonwoation of annual oongre..... The •• oOl2~" ••• have bean made unity 

demon.tration. of .upport of the Vi.tn~ Government by haYing rapra.eutati,. 

delegation. ot the ''I'1U"iou •• 1.ment. in the ooalition partioipate in the prooe.dinl!: •• 

Howe~r. the .tr.ngth ot the indiYidual organicationa will detel'lll1 .. the future 

pattern of development of the nationalilt movement in Vietnam. 

• 1. The Viet )I1nh. The V ietnwa Independeno. Lea~. ('!!!1' l!!!! l222 Lap Dong ~ ~), 

or Viet Minh. i. the mo.t influ.ntial po1itioal organilation within the Vietbaa Go,.rn-

• ment. It 1a the only politioal group whOle orgonilation extendl d""" to the omall.at 

Tillagal. Itl _barl ino1ud. both indiYidual. and parti ... i.e •• the Vietnam 

SooiaUlt Party. the Vietnam Damooratio Party. eto. AI a Lear;u.. it group. tor:ether 

a wid. ooalition ot po1itioal perlonal1ti .. from moderate nationalilt. to doctrinaire 

_ CoJIImuniot.. It DlOlt olol.ly ral.mbl •• the Chinel. Kuomintang dunnr, the period 1924-26, 

wben the Camnuniot. and Chang K'ai-Ih.k oollaborat.d in Chino'l nationalilt movement. 

Th. Vi.t Vinh BDoutive OoIIIdtt.e. or 'fongbo. 10 the raal repooitory ot power 

in Vie~nam territory. The influential government paper. National SalV1ltion (~ Quoo), 

il the org"" of the 'fongbo and rafleotl the 11 .. ot the gO .... 1"DIIIIOnt. A majority ot the 

'l'ongbo member. ara beli.~d to be t...-r _lIIber. of the d1o.01 .... d Indoohin ••• 

GoDalUlbt Party. Within the maao nationalilt mov .... nt. the ColllllU1\i.tl are undoubtedly 

the mo.t ooheal .. poUtioal tutor. Praoident Bo ohi tiah ia a CGlnun10t but ho. 

I!:reat praltig. a. a natiaaali.t leader among the .... ot Viatna-... Be i. the 

• I .. aso; •• pp. 6t tt.,tor ..... 17 Il1lto7T. 




