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j outstanding politioal personality in Indoohina. He plays down hie past CollllllUniet 

I 

.enneotions, emphasizes the nationalistio aspects of his pro~am, and i. popularly 

oonlldered .. man .. bow partiel. 

The Viet Minh exeroises it. oontrol aoer the mass nationalist mo.ement throur,h 

I T&riety ot "national weltare" organl&ationl ot "It01II8n. youth. peaeantl. Boldier •• eto •• 

• hioh in their totality embraoe most of the population of Vietnam. Hoang quoo Vi"t, 

~. General Seoretary of the Viet Minh, ola~ that the organization has a total 

membership of nine million. 1 The Viet Minh also maintain. a .y.tem of politioal 

caomi •• ar. in the Vietn.m army and in the fu Ve, a .elf-deren.e organiaation. 

In the Vietnam National A.sembly, the Viet Minh as a party nominally oontrol • 

• bloo of 80 representathes headed by Ph ... ftlI Dong, a known Commun1ot, who_. 

recently appointed Vioe Prnident of the go .... rmnent •• I.e ftlI Hien, as Minllter of 

Finanoe, i. another representative of the Viet Minh party in the preoent oabinet. 2 

In .pite of the strong position of the C ..... uni.t. in ths organisation, the Viet )fifth 

has followed a moderate poliay designed to allay fears and .u.pioions that it i. an 

extremi.t organisation. 

In the reoent period, faoed with the e.tablishment of a ri .... l Vietname.e 

•• 
go .... ~nt under the direotion of Baa Dai, the former Emperor of Annam, the Viet 

Minh has attempted to oonsolidate it. rank.. The League for the National UDion of 

Viet Nam (known as the Lien Viet),~reated in 1946 as a broad~r ooalition than the 

••• 

• 

Viet Minh itself, agreed to a propo.al of the Viet Minh, made in 1'ebruary 1949, to 

rus. the two organilation.. By Maroh 1949, fusion srrangement. _re IIndertaklln i1l 

various looalitie •• 'Ihe.e arrange .... nts _re deoorlb.d by Hoang quoo Viet a •• tap. whioh 

"ou1d "bring to a .uooe •• fu1 1a~ue the grand-.oale re.iltanoe of the Nation.- II '!he 

Lien Viet _. to be the .01. al1-eabraoing organilation of the Vietn.l DamooraUo 

Republio • 

• See .. bo.... p. 90 • 
•• ... below, pp. 105 ft. 
••• S .. abo .. , p. T8. 
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2. "'e CoIIInuniet Party. Sinoe leading Col'lllunietl ...,re influential fi~rel in the 

Vietnam Government, it taoed the danger of Chinese Nationalilt and Allied dis.pproTal. 

The leader.hip of the Indoohinese Communist Party therefore deoided to dissolve tha.t part) 

offioially and thus allay fear. of Communist domination within the nationalist oamp a. 

well al abroad. - 1h.8 move wal opPoled by Tran Tan G1au and other., molt or 'them InIJlftben 

of the louthern party that had been funotionin~ independently as the Indoohinele 

Communist Party for an extended period of time. Another oonlideration allegedly 

impelling the deoilion to di.lolve the or~anilation was bitterae •• on the part ot many 

of the Vietnamese Communists a~ainot the Frenoh Cammuniat party and the international 

Communist movement beoauae of laok of .upport of their independence aapiration •• l 

"'e Indoohine.e Communilt Party wa. di.aolved on November 11, 1945. To toke 

Ita place, an As.oolation for the Study of Marxism, oonoiating 01' 'Iarxilt .tudy ~roup., 
I 2 
waa founded. It may be a .. .-d that auoh typioal party aotlvitie. a. the maintenance 

of oontaat with tormer member. 01' the Colllll\Uliet Party, tlie dillemtnet\on of propa-

ganda, and the reoruiting of new member. have to .ome extent been taken OV8r by the n"" 

or~ani.ation or relegated to a olande.tine level. the A.sooiation has i •• ued .tatemont. 

from time to time analyzing the poUtioal a1 tuation in Indoohina. It pubUshes a 

newspaper oalled ~ (~ That), whioh now appear. _ekly. 

The oounterpart of the A •• ooiation for the Study 01' Marxism in the eleotoral 
-, 

field is the a •• oolation of fiftee~ deputies in the National As.embly known a. the 

Marxiat Group. None of the.e deputiel _re eleoted on the baai. 01' a party designation. 

However, they are all _II-known and important personalitie. in Vietnam Government 

oirolea. They inolude Vo n~yen Giap, Minister of National Defen.e and the Commander 

in Otief of the V1etDu A .... d Foro. , Nguyen van Tao, the present l,finhter of Labor in 

the Vietnam Government and a leading Coohinohinese politioal figurel Nr,uyen khanh 

TO"', present Vioe lIinieter of National Education I and '!'ran lIuy Lieu, who •• rV8d .. 

• 8 •• aboY., p. 76. 
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l~ln18ter of' Propa~e.nda in the provisional governm~nt and oontlnullts to funotlon 1n 

':~8dlnr ~overn."tIental aotivities. Despite its small 1I1ze. the J.1arxist rrrnup 18 an 

• ;~rluential oomponent of the National Assembly. 

Up to 1949, the Communists in Vietnam maintained their leRdership within the 

.• t1onalll!1t movement hy striot adherenoe to a "popular front" lIne stressing the 

~eoes8ity for oontlnuln~ the military atru~p::le for indepenrlence. 'nle Vietnamese 

:~nists did not feature the usual pro-Soviet, anti-Western Vituperative attaoks 

" eoll!llon to the world COll!llun1at mo_nt. '!'he Soviet Union and the world COlllllUDiat 

~~a8, however, weTe not reticent in olaimdn~ Ho ohi Minh a~ a Communist or tn re-

!Arding the Vietnam Demooratio RepubUo as part of the ·world demooratio front· 

1 
~lghting againlt Amerioan imperialism. 

More reoently, with the prospeat;ive victory of the Chinese Communists in the 

offing and rumors of Amerioan support of the Frenoh-sponsored Rao Dill gOTernment, 

the propaganda of the Vietnam GOTernmont has begun to parallel the world COIII'Iunist 

2 
11ne. Frenoh souroes claim t:lat, in faot, the Indoohinese COIIIDunist Party haa 

~.n reconstituted and that a "Congress of the Indoohinese Communist Party was 

• 

• 

recently held in North Vietnam. ~ '!he Frenoh 1'I1rther oontend that COl!nunist direoth ... 

h.ve been oirculated for a 1'I111-soale oampaign, involTing "all the ma.s·or~Bnl.ationa • 

• ~.inst the United States. ~3 
• No indioation of the reconstitution of the Indoohinese Communist Party has 

come from the Vietnam Government or ita supporters. Such a. mow would undoubtedly 

have grave reperoussions on the unity of the resistanoe movement. President Ho onr 

Minh in March 1949 oontinued to denounoe the oha.r~e of "Co~unlst nominat.ion" of the 
4 

gcvernment he heads as "pure Frenoh imperialist propagBnda." In any eTent, whether 

or not the Vietnamese Communist. constitute a party, they are an important politioal 

factor wi thin the Vietnam nationalist MOTement. 

• S" aboy., pp. 80 tt. 
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s. '!he Vietn .... Demooratio Party. '!he ori~in. of the Vietn .... Demooratio Party (~ , 

~ ~ Chu Dang) traoe 'baok to the "(leneral Student.' Annoiation" of the Hnhero1ty 
, 1 

of Hanoi, founded in 194~. "'e Student.' A •• ooiation WIl. not a politioal p .. rty, but 

lt .erved a. a Tehiole for natlonall.t penetration duri~ the perlod or JapAne.e 

oooupatlon of Indoohina. On May 16, 1943, the A •• ooiation held a m .... meeti~ or .ome 

1,600 .tudent. at whioh, with Japane.e approval, a ... olution was adopted o .. llin" for 

the o .. ation of a "Viet Ram Wational ITnlted Movement." '!hi. aot pre.umably WIl. d8.i~d 

to deMon.trat .. th .. growtll of n .. tlonal oon.olou.n .... amonl: the V1etn""",.e peopl .. du .. to 

2 benefioent Japane ... inf1oen .... From thi •• tud .. nt.' organilation emerg .. d th .. Demooratl. 
l! 

Party found .. d ln Jun~ 1944. The pre.id .. nt of the As.ooi.tion, Iluong duo Hl .. n, WIl. a 

4 leading organil .. r of th .. new party and 18 it. pre ... nt r.pre.entatiTe on the Tongbo, 

the direoting oommittee .f the Viet Minh League. 

'!he .outhern comp"nent 111' th .. party wa •• n organilation known a. tho 11_ Vietn ... 

D .. mooratlo Party (I!a n!!. r!!!!!. l1!!!. l1l!!!. Dang), founded in Coohinohin.. It. founder and 

.... in l .. ader w .. lIuynh _. Tieng, at pre.ent a leading member of the lIambo ExeoutiTe 

6 
COIIIII'1tte .. , whioh dil'llot. the anti-Frenoh ... 1stanoe in the .outh. In Oetober 1946 

Pham ngoo '!haoh,a leader ot the Viet ~inh in the .outh, de.~ribed the Demooratio P&rt7 

• a. the "party of patriotlo .tudente 001!1pl .. tely Won over to the republioan Nld demo-
I , 

oratio.id .... of the We.t. The.e .tudent. are the radioal .oclali.t. of Vi .. tnam, but 
. 6 

r.dio.l. of th .. Turki.h '.ariety." Anether .ouro .. in Coohinohin. de.oribed tho Dan Chu 

D.ng in the .outh •• a ",._ demooratio party whioh was in.pired by looal OOIlllllWl1atiO 

"7 id .. al •• 

"'e Demooratio Party ... rve. to uni te m~erate element. among th ... tud .. nt., 

int .. ll.otual., middl .. ola •• , and Catholio. who~ oommitt.d to demooratic ideal., would 

not readily acoept COmmuni.t ideology. An Amerioan ob.erver .tated in S"ptember 1946. 

"",. h1atory ot 1t. leaden .inoe tbe party'. founding 1nclloated that tbe .oat 1JIportant 
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." h ..... a hi~h perlonal regard for Ho ohi Minh anI, probably under no oir_stancel 

~;ld oppose him on any fundamental ls.uflle. The De!llooratio Party "'& .. no .. ooner founded 

on it entered the Viet Minh Front where it remain" to thlo day. In reoent month .. , 

"1 
c .... haa been lome growth towArtll an entity of ite own. 

Tni. evaluation waa probably aoourate. Tne I~mooratio Party even at itl.inoeption 

,Joyed privilege I far out of proportion to any pop'llar atren~th it might have had, 

,..r.lly oonfined a. it waa to ltudent and inteUe otual oirolea. Itl daily paper 

;I.pendenoe (~Lap) oontinue to be one of +:he le.ding pro-governmental organe in 

!.tnom terri<::ory. It followa the offioial polioy quite olo.e~y and gh". little 

i 
f.lloation of a .peoifio program of it. own: It confinel itlelf largely to favoring 

i 

; 'demooratio repubUo" and unity in the .truggle again.t French i1aperialiem. Re .. ently 

thaI taken the lead in oondemning the traitorl and "falle demooratl" of the exile 

2 
~tnam Nationalilt Party leaderlhip. That the Demoorati .. Party i. jealous or it. 

m prerogative. and not anxious to have oompetition from other politioal formation. 

II indicated in Augult 1946 when it. newspaper ~ependenoe, oommenti~ on the newly 

Irmod Vietnam Sooialilt Party, voiced the hope thB,t the "n_ party would not follow 

• tho footstepl of .ome of it. predeoe •• orl" or "l'ol1ow the retrogrelSive path taken 

rouoh a larr,e part of the Seoond International." " -' 

'!be Demooratio Party haa a total of 46 ...... bltr. in the Vietn .... National A .. embly • 

• 
hit parU ...... ntary repre.entation, led by Do duo Duo aDd '!'on quang PIliet, 18 an iDdi-

ltion of the popularity of the party'. leader. a. individual I rather than of i'::. 

rgan1&ed Itrength. 

Tn. Demooratio Party hal oontrolled import .. '" pOlta in the government. Before 

eptember 2. 1946, 1Ihen the Viet Minh .et.ed ~r, two .... mber. of the Delllooratia Party, 

•• 
• eng duo Hien and 01 huy <:an, war. li.ted on the "People'. Liberation Cam'dttee." 

A the Providonal Government in offio. t'r ... September 2, 1945 to lIaroh 8, 1948 the 

• 8 .. aDoTe, pp. 80 ft. 
~. a .. abo .... p. el. 
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Demooratio Party oontrolled four miniotrhs -- Youth, under !luonr, duo lIienJ A~rioultun • 

• under CU huy canJ Justioe, under Vu tronr, KhanhJ and Eduoation, "n~8r Vu dinh 1I0e. h 

the National ~alition Government,whioh .erved from Yaroh 2, 1946 to November 3, 1946, 

the Demooratio Party retained only two ministries -- the Mini.try of Justioe, un1er Vu 

dinh lice, and the II1niBtry of Publio Works and Coom.lni:'ations, under Tran dan/!: Khoa • 

•• Do duo Duo was appointed Vioe Minister of National Eduoation. 

'!he Demooratio Party took a le.din!!; role, in the period before the breakdown ot 

the negotiations with Fran.e, in warning the ~renoh allainst further enoroaohment. on 

the sovereignty of the Vietnam Republio. On Deo .... ber 1946 the ne~ooratio Perty under-

.oored this position in an aopeal stating. "There is a definite limit to our con­

oesaion.. We had rather oommit suioide than step anr that limit. "1 The party's paper 

Independence cont1au.d thi. theme when it oommented , on neoember 14, 1946, on the 

s.leotion of Llton !!lum as Prime Minister, "This .Tent will ha"" some bearing on French 

Vietnam relationa •••• Jiowsftr, reaotionary toraes ••• are still r;reat •••• 'We must 

rely upon our own strength, and on our w11l to saf.guard the integrity of our national 

2 
territory," 

Since the outbreak of the fighti~, the Demooratio Partv has been a laval 

oomponent of the Vie' Minh ooalition in the fight against the Frenoh. It holds the sua 

two oahin.t po.t. it held in the National Coalition Government, although the fourth 

government of Ho ohi II1nh was re.huffled •• veral time. att.r 1 t. inoopti on on NOTember ~. 

1946. ••• '!he vi •• miniotri •• the party n." hold. inolude tho.e of Agriculture (CU huy 

Can) and Justioe (Tran oeng 'lUong). DelllCoratio Party repreoentetiTe. play an important 

part in the various oommitte ... of gOTer",,,ent and in the l."dership of the military 
, • 

resistance. Perty aunlTer.aries and partlY oon ... ntions ar. us.d to •• rve the dual purpo .. 

at k •• ping the name of the orp:anhation ~,efor. the Vi.tn ..... !' and to und.r.oore the 

• Se. a1>ove, p. 76 • 
•• S •• &1>on. p. 1., • 
••• S .. &1>on pp. 88 tt. 
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unifi.d oharacter of tho ras1a1:anoe mOT8lllen1:. '!he party, whioh DOW ohime a _mberohlp 

or 100,000, held ito 1 .. 1: oonTention in September 1948. 
1 

4. '!'h. Vi.tnam SooiaU.1: P .. rty. '!he Vie1:nam 900i8U.1: p,<rty (Vie1: ~ XA ~ Dan,;) 

... founded in July 1946. '!h. formaUon of the party ..... anr<ouneed by a manit •• 1:o 

lS1u.d on July 27, 1946 0.1: Hanoi. '!he manU ... to cle .. rly ide,,1:itie. the orp;ani ... 1:ion a. 

tho Vietn ..... quinlen1: ot the European Sooial-Domoor .. Uo po.r1;i •• at tho S .. oond 

2 
Intema1:ional. 

'!'h .. m .. nU ... to ....... ddre .... d 1:0 "Worker. ot Vie1:nam, F.,l1ow C",m1:rymen.· 11: 

,toted 1:h .. 1: 1:ho efforto of th .. p .. rty would be finish .. d ·""' .. n 1:h .. oountry 10 tre ..... 

"'.n .0cio.1iom i. vietoriou •• • Al1:hough cl .. arly int .. nded fo,' • .... nud and inte11 .. o1:uo.1 

~rk .. r.," it .. quat .. d 1:h .. r .... li ... 1:ion ot it. id .... l with "tho i~'k of n .. 1:ional libera1:ion" 

IIId cono.qu.ntly .... loo .... d in1:o the p .. rt,." l"tlIIke ·0.11 .. nUgh1; .. ned pa1:rloi:l, all liDoero 

i.moera1:., all men ""'0 lo.e 11berty." 

Before World W .. r II 1:h .. re .. xistod in Indoohin .. a 80ci"U.t F .. d .. ration, which 

inelud.d bo1:h Vi .. 1:no.me.e and Fronoh among i1:. memberl and .... " part of th .. IIetropolitan 

• French SooiaU.t P .. rty. '!'he new Vi .. tnam XA Hoi dio .... ooiatecl it.elf trOll thl. orr,ani-

&.tlon, whloh was ·rup1:ur .. d ln tho ordeal ot war" (a r.t .. ntD<, .. 1:0 1:ho ho.tlUty .hOlm 

by oertain French 800i0.1181:. in Indoohin .. 1:0 1:he Vi .. 1:n""", •• l.ndepend .. nco .1:rug,.;l .. ), bu1: 

o.ll .. d on all 1:ho.e who had ·r ..... ined falthful 1:0 .ooiall ... • to join the "new 1001 .. 1111:10 

organ on Vl.1:n ....... '011, tormed b,. me .. bers ot th .. t old F .. d .. " .. tion and by ...... miUtanto 

reoentl,. com. to 9001o.U .... " 

n. ...... nU ... to ..... ligned by thre ........ b .. re ot the Jlatlcm .. l Ae ... mbl,. and. by 

int.ll .. otu .. lo,. prot ... ionale, and workers outo1d .. tho g ..... rm .. nt. During tho month ot 

Augult 1946, tho part,. h.ld organizational me .. tlng. and enpf;ec! in pubUc aotblt1 ... 

to ra1ly lupport tor It. prop:r..... '!'h1l program ... ad ... d, 

(1) Cooperation in the work ot tho pr ... ent g .......... nt, . 

• i •• as;;;. p. 14. 
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(2) Cooperatlon wi. th ot""r Vietn_.e parti,," to det.nd the 

oountry again.t torel~ .ggre •• lon. to .upport natlon.l 

raoon.truotion. lind to flght tor d" .. ooratlo libertl" •• 

(1I) R"liano. on parU_ntary lie""". organhatlon.l ... """. lind 

propaganda. 

1beblrth ot the Sooialbt Party'W .. t.Tor.bly reoelftd by the ot""r p.rti •• 

In the Vlet Mlnh oo.Utl.... '!hl. _looma .... not without qu.Utl0.tl .... h ......... r' 

both National S.lT.tlon (~C\uoo). or&.n ot t"" Viet 1Ib1b t'ont:bo. lind Ind.pandeno. 

(~Lap). 01'&l1li at the Dellooratlo Party, .......... d the new p.rty not to betray ita 

program. 

When the lational As.ellbly oon .... ned in Ootober 1948, t"" Sool.11.t Party 

• tor...d • b100 ot 24 d.l.&et... '!'hh bloo, h.eded by Phan tu Igbi. lind Ifr;uyen n.n, 

.... part ot the lett win& of the Ifatlonal As."lIbly. 'tne party" aoet prcm1nent rep ... -

•• ntetilW b Hoang IIbIb Gi ... , who beo_ II1n1ater ot Fo ... i~ Attain when Preddent 

•• Bo obi lIinh ... Unqui.hed thh ottlo.. Alao prominent 10 !'h.n AM. who .... appointed 

••• llinht.r ot Ifational 100nGllly in January 1941 and h •• al.o ."ned in ...... rd oth .. 

•••• le.diD!!: po.t., inoluding that at lIinht.r of If.tional Det"n.". In additl ... , 

8001aUat If!!:DyeD Tan Bayen is II1nhter at If.tion.l I~oatlon. '!'he Vlo. M1n1.ter at 

••• Communl0.tlon. lind Publl0 Wort. 1. D.D!!: phuo '!h0Dl!:, .1.0 • 8001.11.t. 

'!'h" "not intluenoe at the 8001.11.t P.rty 18 dltt10ult to ....... It. newapaper 

Forward (~Len) oritiobed the 1""" ...... 1 .bitt. ot July 19, 1941 .. proTidinl!: 

in.d.qu.t .... p .... ,,!".Uon tor the _rler., .lthouli:h 1t d •• oribed th" ohanp ••• 

.. n.o .... ry·. An important rep ..... nt.tift ot the Vietn .. Ooft ........ t in Bangkok ... 

La Bi, • 10D1!:-tllla 8001.11.t. 'l'ha party he. o_otlon. with tlla Iooi.lie' Parq. ill 

• 8 ... boft. p. 81 • 
•• Se •• boft, p .... 
••• 8M .boft, p. sa, "eo __ 1, 
•••• 8M .boft, p. T1, reo __ t. 
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'rano., and ...... or the ...... bar. ot the Vietn ... Govel'llJllent '. unreoo,;nized delep;.tion 

I 
'to paria are Sooialiot.. Since the outbreak of the Frenoh-Vietn""",oe _r. the part,. 

! 
'J' bald one n.tional oon~ntion. At thia cOImIntion, whioh took plaoe "in a Bacbo 

l,'Orlno •• (Tonkin) on JUly 28, 1947, the party reiterated ito determination to p;o 
I' 1 
'" ·fighting French oolani.U ..... , for peace and deoor • ..,.." A. lonp; a. the preeent 

(\~hting oontinue •• the Vietn .. SooiaU.t Party oan be expected to .ubordinate it. 

om objeotift. to the o ...... em .trur;r;la tor iDdopeD4ence. Should peaceful oondition. be 

, .. tored, it ia lik.ly that 1t would _rp;o.. an lnd.peD4ent entity with. oemddonb1. 

rollowiJlg. 

6. 'l'h. Itldependenta. 'l'here.re 90 independent. iD the lI.tional Ao ... !'Ibly. fIwT 

rtpro.ent ...... y politioal 'rlowpoiDta. inoluding that of the oona ....... tift ..... darin 

hlerarohy. 
• 

ne leader of the independent. in the lI.tional Ao.eIObly 10 Hoang ainh Ch .... 

'l'he iDtluenoe of the independent. in the Vietn_ Govenmont 10 otl'Ollfl:. 'rhq 

~olude in their rant. politioal personalitie. who are quite oapabl. at oreating 

poll tioal orr;ani.aticm.o .hould the ooo .. ion arlee. 'l'hey alao hold tiwoabinet a1nhtrl •• 

.ad .I.x do. II1I1l.trio.. In a ...... tbo7 are i;bIo pol1\1o&l _ther .... at the-

notn .. Goftl"lllDllnt. neir willingne •• to .upport the reai.tance IDCJY_nt ap;aiDot the 

French 1. the outward oign of national unity under the Vietn"", Go_~nt. 

8. '!'he VietnllD IIltionali.t Party. 'l'he Vietn .. lI.tionaU.t Party (!!!! ~ ~ 

~~) h repro.ented in the lIational A •• eIObly by the wing of the party that did 

Do1l ';0 iDto oppoaition to the Vietn ... GoftrDlMlnt follllWing the French-Vi1ltn_.e 

•• 
Igree.ent of )(aroh 8 and the withd..-l or ChiDe.e troop.. Of the fifty •• at. alloted 

to repre.entatift. of the lIationali.t party by the pre-eleotion ~nt with the Viat ... 
1I1nh, twanty _re oooupled in the..t1Dr;. of Ootober 1948;. PollllW1ng the fiir;ht of 

tba Vioe-Preo1dent of the Vi.tnaa ~ratlo llapubl1e •• ~ hal ~. ..... 1Ihe JUnloter 

• a.a &baY., p. 81 • 
•• a.. abon. p. TI • 
••• lea abow. pp. TT. II. 
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• at For.1SIl Aft.lr., B~yell tuollg Tam, Chu be Phuong remained •• Minl.t.r at Batlonal 

Eoon~. Be baa ...... bed varlous gov.rllllentel .hltt. and IlOW he.d. the Mllllotry ot 

Sool.l W.lf.r •• •• 

The •• otloll ot the Vi.taam Bationall.t Party th.t remain. ln the Vl.taam OoveraM 

i. unta,ortant aDd will In .11 lik.lihood r ... ill '0 UDl ••• the proalnent .xil.d l •• der. 

r.turll and take ov.r oontrol of the party. 

7. Th. V1etDam llevolutioDarY Leagu.. Th. Vlet ..... IlnolutioDarY Le~. (!!!! ~ 

~ ~ ~ ~ Bol) .leo hee • wing th.t r ... ined in the Vletll8a OaT.rllll.nt "".n 

••• the .. in lead.r. ot the party tl.d to China. SOTellt •• n at the twenty .... ben .llowed 

•••• to the Dong Klnh Boi in the B.tional .t. .... bly .tt.Dd.d the .... ioll. in Ootober l~.a. 

The League baa one .inieter ot cabinet raDk in the pr ... llt Bo ahi Klnh soverllllent - 80 

X\iaD Luat, Kinloter without Porttolio, who prOTiouely oooupied the po.t ot K1n1.ter 

of .a.grioul ture ill the I.tiond eo.lition OaT.rllllellt tl'Oll Karoh 2, 19.a to lov .. ber lI, 

l~.a.····· 

Th. podUoll ot the DODg King Hoi 10 .tailar to tbat ot the laUonali.t Party 

ill Vi.t....... It baa .11ttlo influello. in the gov ..... nt and will uDdoubtedly remain weak 

unl" •• 000e ot the iaportallt ieador. DOW ill .xil. r.turD to .anag. party .rt.ir •• 

B. Th. Trotaklbt JIov .... nt 

Th. Trotekyi.t. oooupy • unique po.itioll ill the Vi.taaa ••• nationall.t aoveaellt:"' 

The1r unoOlllpromi.ing oppodtioll to_ Frellah rule ill lDdoahina baa _d. 11; dittloult tor 

.... ttae, th.ir partloip.tioll in the ..... pill.t the Frellah i. OOIIpU •• ted b7 the 

• S •• abov., p. 78 • 
•• S • ., abo .. e, p. 88 • 
••• Se. abo .. e, p. 78. 
•••• s ••• bove, p. 82 • 
••••• S .. above, p. 77 • 
•••••• , .. abo .... , pp. " tt. 
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,.,tiDued hoeti l1ty of the Conununiot elemnte within the Vi.t !.Iinh, "",0 

1 
;.xterminating their ~ot.kyiet opponent.e. 

.. ' ..:". 

In Deoember 1946, .!!!!. Stroggl. (~Dau) was again pUbliohed illegally in 

2 
t.:gon, oetenoibly ao a bi-we.kly. A Trot.kyiat r.port claim. that in ,T1>nkin tho 

~,tkyiot. ha .... "organiE.d many big meeting. in whioh ..... n speakera, 't1f the Vietnam 

\:rernment participat.d" and that "the ~ot.kyiat group 10 .uppo~ed by a large number 

i S 
;:'workera and atud.nta." It 10 further claimed that, d •• pite tho .fforta of tho 
, 
): ohi Minh go .... rnm.nt to .uppr ... the Trot.kyist., .!!!!. Stroll"l. (~Dau) continu •• 

j 
4 

\: b. publiohed in Vietnam t.rritory ao an ill.gal publication. 

1 

A Vietname.e oeotion of the Fourthlnt.rnational ha. b.en •• t up in .xil. in 

~~08. Th. TTot.kyiat. ha .... oon.id.rable influ.noe among the largo 'migreVietnamoa. 

i 
\:pulation in Frano., their Frenoh party ha. held ... tinga and .nga,..ed in aotintie. 

! 
\roteoting against ~.nch warfa" in Vi.tnam. A manifeato of S.ptember 1947, reporting 

i 
;:~. creation of the "Vietnameoe Int.rnational Communiat Group in Franoe," olearly 

!:Ol1neateo Trotskyist oppoli tion to the Frenah-Vietnamea. a!,:reement of Maroh 6, 1946, 

.:,. ~ Tivendi of September 14, 1946, and tho lin. of politioal compromis. adopted 

i,. the Vi.t II1nh, "directed by Stalinism." Th. ~otokyioto "do not aooopt limiting 

i , 
;:heir action to a .tljlggl. for impoling on Frenoh imperialism, negotiation. with , , / . 

1'0 chi II1nh, 1Iho.e~ program i. an illuoory ind.pendenoo in the Fr.nch Union. We know, 

, 
1m advance, that negotiation. With Bo ohi Mitlh will re.ult in a new o ... promi •• , more 

!,,,,eful to ind.pendenoe that that of Maroh 6, 1948. Althou!':h .... are ready to unite our 

\lows with tho •• of tho Viet Minh again.t imperiali.m, .... are not in the l.a.t diapo.ed 

6 
to moke our •• l ..... the aooomplioe. of it. policy of oapitulation." 

The ta.k of the n .... ly oreat.d organisation hao boen defined •• the rend.ring of 

. '.n po .. ibl. aid to the Trot'kyiat mOTement in Indochina. On returning tQ the country, 

It g... groui! will reintegrate it •• U in the rankI of the Vietn_ ••• eotion ot the 

RBS I'll C'II!D 
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F~~th IDt.rnatlon.l br1nslns It new foroo •• - It was r.ported thot. at the pl.nary 

.... ti:'" or the Buoutl ... Ooaaltte. of the Pou.-IbIDternatlonal held tr ... Septemb.r 10-11, 

19fT •• N~;";untath. ot -the Indoohi ...... 'rot.ky1et ."" .... n11' ••• preoent and .oot.tiD« 

1 " in the work. . 

It io likely 101.':'11 the 'rot.l<y1.t • .,.,. .... nt in Indoohina oontin .... to b •• pli1l 

2 ' . 
into two Sl"OIlp.. B ....... r. the pol1tlo. or both Sl'OUP. will tend to be olmil&!". 

Sinoo the trotoky1.t. NpNoent lID ideolosio.lly _ll-tnit • .,.,...,nt. th.y IB.y oon.t1-

tute • r.Uyins point to!" .dr.mist .l.....nt. di ... tion.d with the inl1.t.noo of the 

Viet Minh that Vi.tn .. l'nIIIin within the PNnoh Unl.... 'Ib.y uy al.o .ttraot those who 

pand O!" .ble to srllllt:. 



. c. The B.o DaI. R. otoration IIOftDlnt 
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Follcnr1ng the outbreak ot Fr~nch-Vi.tn_ .. ho.tillti •• on Deoellber. 19. 1946, tho 

,.Uonalilh oppo.eel to tho Vi.tnaa 1loY ........ nt ot Bo chi lIinh groupeel th ....... l ..... in • 

100" ooalition OIntering arClUDci Bao Dai ... x-1!mperor ot Ann_. 'lb. oo.lition inoludeel 

otherwi •• hoterogeneou. el •• nt., but ..... unit.eI in the hope th.t Bao DaI. lI1~t .. ne 

II negotiator at an agre_nt With Fran .. the.t ... culel •• tilt')' the "piration. at Viet-

.-" n.tionalia. lIon.rahht .l_t. t.yareel Bao Dal'. return ••• pa .. ibl ••• anI at 

re.toring 1hIir intluenOl. Republiaan r;roup. painteel to hh elie1ntere.teel patrioti .... 

• ridenoeel by)..':.ua.tion in 8epteaber 1945 anel the t.at th.t the Do r;Oft ...... at it .. lt hacI 

reoognizeel hie intluenOl by appointing hi. to the po.t at Sup .... Councillor. In aelcl1-

tion. Catholia group. oculel expeat ta ezeroi .. influenOl thrcu~ hi. wite. an arelent 

C.tholic. The ooalition hopeel through Bao Dal to .pUt ..,q the bulk at the .uppcrtere 

~ the Vi.tn .. IloYernent tl'Olll ccntinueel ocllaboraticn with tho c-miot •• who .. in-

nuenoe they oppo .. eI. 'lbh cI1tticult anel comp11cateel _ ...... r ...... h_ .... r. -..t with 

• nullber ct probl ... that tenclecl to create contu.i,.. anel eli_ity wi thin the Baa Dal 

, ... tcraticn .o ... Dlnt -- prob1 ... that .... n now 11l11t the .tt.oti_ •• at the gOftmaent 

th.t he .ub"quently. otabl1lheel in July 1949. 

Th. principal cI1tticulty be_ apparent in the cour .. ot tho ner;otiaticn. with * 
rrench. 'the " ... noh ....... willinr;. ancl in tact aoti ... ly partioipateel in the plan •• to .. t 

up a riYal r;o .... _nt to thet ot Bo chi Kiu, it hacl be_ appa ... nt early in 1941 that 

• poUtical .olution ... a. 1II00 .. a1'7. I1noe lI111ta1'7 rtoto1'7 .1ucleel their r;nlP. BORftr. 

they ....... not willinr; to r;rant Baa Da1 ten .. better than. or eYeD .qual- to. tho.e clealnde6 

b7 the Vi.tD_ IloYemaent. Such agre_nt ••• they .... re willinr; to cono1ude t.ll t.r 

.hort at tho indepeildllnoe ancl unity tor n .... that _. the 00_ alPinti,.. ot tho .n­

ti ... n.tio..-lht __ nt. Baa Da1 ooa1e1 not attorcl to osprolli .. hi. _ po.iticn by 

acOlpting a .. ttl._t that Ti.tn_ .. nationaliot. 1nIulcl .. oopi .... allowing hi. re-

elM 11tt1. _. thaa puppet &tatu •• I.. a _ .... noe. the lUII"1IiaU .... clragpcl ... tor 
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al .... t two y ... r. whil. the V1etluua Ooftl'lUllOnt continued the r •• lotanoe agalnat Frenoh i 

troop. in Indochin •• 

rile protracted n.ture or the negotiation. and the righting comproa1o.d the .l .... nt' 

in the Bao Dal coalition, who _re rurther diTided by dilagre ..... nt .. to the kind cr 

garerumant to be rormed. The riret grouping or nation.liat. in .upport or Bao Dai had 

been •• t.bU.hed in February 1941 and ... call.d th .. R.tional Union Proat.· Control ot 

thil orgmiution re.ted primarily in the hand. or the exil .. DoD& II1nh Hoi and Vi.tnam H. 

ali.t Parti •• in China •• llied .tih monarchi.t and republican el .... nt. in Cochinchina. 

The ... r;roup •• upported th .. continu.tion or the re.1atance until Bao Dal oould •• ttl. tho 

con1'l1ct on r.vorable term.. They r.yo ... d the dillOluUQIl ot the autoIlQIDOU. Cochinchi ... 

gOftrDmllt and the aclmini.traU.,. committ .. e. or Tonlcin and Ann ... II dhcredited puppet It. 

gi..... 1Iben. in September 1941. French Hir;h Collllli .. i0D8r Blan .. Bollaert IDDOUDOId the 

terme on which Frano ....... p .... pa ... d to llegoti.te. thh orr;ani&ation Yirtuall;r 001101' .. 4 • 

• illOl many or it. con.tituent .l._nt. -- pro-Chi .... DIIOphobio. cd .zt ... al.t nati_a!. 

i.t. -- oould not .ocept the b •• i. propo •• d. 

I COlltrol or the Bec Dal re.toration """''''lIt p .... d illto the handa or aon.rchlat 

.. l .. "",nt. IDOre willi", to aocept the ,.odUied t ...... or the propo ... d Frelloh ... ttl .... nt. 

Tho prillcipal le.der or the ...... oo.lition •• e La yan Ho.ch. ro.-rl;r p .... l1<'ent o~ til< 

Cochinchin .... tonomou. r;oft ....... nt. who helped to ore.te the Vietn ... lIation.l Rally 

) .. (!!!! ~ ~!!!! ~ Bi.p •• the now rront •• braoing nationalhto oOlllDitted to 

acceptance or Bao ))ai a. the I18goti.tor ror Vi.tn_. In December 1941. "'pre_lIt.tiT .. 

or the yariou. n.t1oilaliet group. and del.g.te. rroa the Cochinchin. au~ ... CIIOu. gO"'rDalDt 

and aclminiltrathe 0I11III1 ttee. or 'l'onlc1n and Ann ... oon1'.rred with Bao Dal ill Hongko"C. 

The ...... eting. prorlded a new oCll.ol1date4 bali. ror the B.o Dal re.toration _ .. n~. 

••• • ••• In January 1948. the Cao Dal and Boa Hao ... l1giou. orr; .. 1aatiCll. I1pd a p"ot 

• 8.. below. pp. 106 rr • 
•• 8 .. below. pp. 121 U • 
••• 8 •• b.low. pp. llt rr. 
•••• Se. below. pp. 122 rt. 
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!11 Cochinchina .... attino1'" their .upport ot the Bo.o Dat ooa11tion and tho .... b:/' .t .... ngthen­

,d the Coohinchin. OO .... l'ZIIIIOnt. nOW hoo.ded by 19u:ren Tan Xuan •• Vietnameoe who had French 

I ,Ithenship and _. a pneral in tho Frenoh am:/,.l HcnreTSr. the oontinuod taUure ot Bo.o 

Dol to _ to an at;reement with France .. clYeroel:/, ~rreoted the new coalition • 

• ftort. had to be mad. to 1mbuo it with 11te. ./ 

A unito.r,y ·ProTil1onal Contral Viet .... OoTS.,..nt" was oreated under tho presidenO:f 

,r IIgu:ro.n van Xuan. '%be new ·,,,",l'DIDInt" .... in.talled at Hanoi on June 6. 1948. Sin .. 

It came into being without obtatning .~ oonoollione trom the French. it wa. no"t t.vor­

obI:/, regarded by m~ of the el_nt. supporti", a Bo.o Dai IOlution -- in partioul ar. the 

Catholio. and oon.ervatiTS nationalilt.. Furth.r oppo.ition .a. expres.ed by el_nt. 

wi thin the looal Coohinohino. OOTS ........ nt who tavored .eparo.tiot IUd autonClllou, .tatua tor 

the .outh. The onl:/, face-•• Tin, p oture available wa. the .ipature of a protoool on 

June 6. 1948 by Bo.o Dat. General lIgu:ren van Xuan. and Ea11e Bollaert. proTicl1", tor ne-

,oti.tion. at ..... tuture tiae " .. lOon .1 • proTiaional ,0TSrnment i. _t up •• nd .t.t-

I", that "Franoe recogni ... the tndependenoo ot Vi.tn_ uponwhca it i. inc_bent to .­

chieve ito unit1oation tre.l:/,.·2 

Th. Baa D.i re.toration m..-nt oontinued to aohi.TS 11ttl •• uo .... in rall:f1", 

Vi.tnamooe nationaU.t. to it •• upport. Muoh of it. initi.l Tigor w •• dia.ipated. 80M 

of it. oon.tituont group. oontinued to ticht at;.inot the Frenoh. The ProTi.ional Central 

Vi.tn ... OOvernment w •• inerr.otual and ••• regarded g ..... rall:/' ••• u .. l ••• puppet regi_. 

Bo.o Dat·. return to Indoohin. wa. de.med imperative it ~ 1 .. 001 •• wa. to be .obi.Tld; 

!ereemant. were subsequently .... goti.ted by Bao Da1 with the French. At tirlt. th .... -

greemante were not made publio. and the resulting oon1'lllion ooncern1", rel.tion. be_.n 

Bao Do.1 .nd the Fr.nch l'urthar prejudiced Baa Da1'. prospeot. of _tti", up • regime 0.-
pabl. of riTalling Ho chi Minh'. 'oTS ..... nt. B.o Dat returned to Indochin. in June 1949 

and •• t.bli.h.d • g"",",,,,"nt in July 1949. The ...... nt. h ..... h ....... r. had little .tt.at 

on the Vi.tn ... OOVO ...... nt. whiah ha. rejeoted Bo.o Dat and inten.iti.d it. Itrugl. at;atnot 
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the Frenoh. Irnertbeleas. the variolls de_nts that oompriee the Bo.o Dai restoration 
lIonment. dllou .. ed bel ..... oan b. expeoted to play a role in future ennto. 

1. The lIational Union Front. The IiRtionel Union Front (!!! ~ Thong ~ ~ !!!! 
.~ Hiep). the first grouping of nationalhts to annoUDce ita support of Bao Dai. wu 
e.tablhhed at Banking. China on February 11. 1947.1 It. organization marked .. wocell-
ful effort of the .x1l.d lIational1.t Front (~~~ Gia). oonsiating primarily ot 
the Dong ~inh Hoi· and Vietnam Rationaliat Party·· l.ad.rship that had tled to Chin ... 
to gain the ."PPort. of a n .... ber of nationalist politioal group. in Coohinohina. 2 Ita 
organization turther indioated that previou. statementa of th. Jationaliat Front 100tiDC 
toward 00&11 tion with the Ho ohi lIinh (l" ... ...-nt 1n joint atruggl. againat the French 

••• had oane to nought. 

The lIational Union Front .... no le .. ooncerned with winning ind.pendenc. tor Viet-
nam than the Vi.tnam (lowrnment. Itl member org.nhationa inoluded elements Jmown tor a 
hOltility to the Frenoh that bordered on xenophobia. Their pftrtioipation in the new Bo.o 
Dai lIonment _a but a meanl or inlta11ing them .. h .. 1 in power in order to elia1nate 
Frenoh influence. ...a oppoeed to the Ho ohi ~inh government. which at that time adhered 
to a aettlement ot the dUpute "within the fram_ark of the Frenoh Union.· influential 
element. ot the Rational Union Front wanted no more than an alliance betwee4 Vietnam 
end France.3 Beverthel .... the Rational Union Front appeared quite oapoble at uniting 
with the He obi lIinh gonrnment. it by eo doing i1> oould help .. ohieve en independent • Vietnam. 

l'be leaderlblp at the Front "'u abared by the tollowing individuala. 

1. Tren trong 1111. tormerly the premier at Bao Dai'. puppet government under . th. Japane .. and leader ot th. defunct Bation&llat Booial1at Partr ..... He Npreeented el_nt. at th. GOn_nat1" -.nclar1nate • 

• S •• above. pp. 82 ttl ••• belo .... pp. 111 tt • 
•• S.e abov., pp. 21 ttl _ below,pp. 111 tt • 
••• S •• aboYe, p. 87. 
•••• Se. aboft, p. M. 
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Nguyen hai Than, who had been viae-president in the Ho ohi Minh coalition 
gOYe""""nt and _ •• leader t>t the Dong Minh Hoi.· He ... representatift 
of the old intelleotual .oholar group. 

I. IIIg"1"" van Sam, an influential CoohinohiJle •• who led the V1e_ O-Ooratio 
Sooiali.t ParV.··H. had form.rly b ... the tap .. ial dele,ate ot the Court 
ot _ to Coobinohi ..... 

4. IIIgU)'8n tuong TE, who h.d been Foreign JUniatar of the He ohi lIinh ooali­• •• tion gove ..... nt and .... a l.ader at the Vietnam N.tlonal18t Part)-. 

The N.tional Union Front, in a proal .... tion lI.ted 11&:7 17, 1~7 and 18_d t ..... Sai-

loa, lteted it. program .. tollowlI l 

"For more than • )'Bar the Vietn ...... people haft been It"",line tarooioully 
for their emanoipation. From .outh to north, • linele will. the real1&atlOll. 
of unity and national independence. 

"Thi. heroio .t"",le h .. led the Frenoh people and the 1IOrld to reoo&ni&e the 
le,itimaoy ot the •• pir.tion. of Vi.tn .... 

·1'0 .truggle for independence dae. not imply :nnophobi. but .imply affi .... tbe 
Itrong intention of Vietnam to make Franoe apply the prinoiple. of tbe right 
of peoples to self-determination .nd the ecpality of peoples. 

-n.e lIarch 6, 1946 .ooord end the September 14, 1946 *,odus viTendi have not 
giftn s.tisfaction to the Vietnam people, that is .,y the w.r oontinuel. 

"The Vietn ...... struggle .olely for • unified .nd independent Vietnam and not 
for. particul.r politioal party. It up to the preeent the people _re ,rouped 
under the le.dership of tbe Viet lIinh gOY81'D11111nt, it is beoauee th.y wi.b.d to 
remain uni ted in the struggle for independence. 'ow tb. Vie t lIinh govel'Dlllllnt 
i. but a Communi.t gOTBl'Dlllllnt and r.presents only the Communist P.rt)-. It. 
parti8an and totalitarian politi os deprhe it of the .uthority and the pre.­
tige neo •••• ry to .ettl. the Vi.tnam m.tter on the national .nd internetional 
pl."" • 

"Re.ponding to the desire. of the people, the lII.tional Union Front .... f ..... d 
in Banking on Febru.ry 17, 1947 and its ex1atance h broupt to the attention 
of international opinion. 

"Tbe Bational Union Front unite. the following p.rties and ,roup., 

Vietnam J/IIvolutionary League - (Viet ... C.oh lIenh Dons II1nh Hoi) 
Vietnam Nationalist Part)- - (Viet ... Quoo Dan Dang) 
Vietnam Democratio-Sooiali.t Part)- _ (Vi.t .... D ... Cbu Xa Hoi Dan,) 
Vi.t ..... lI.ti"';lallst Youth ."oolatlon - (Vi.t II .. cp.a Oia Thulh lIbi .. DoNI) 

• S •• abo .... pp. 62 ttl". below. pp. III ff • 
•• Be. below. pp. 11& tf • 
••• Bee aboft. pp. 21 tt, _ bela. pp. W ft. 
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People' s Le ague - (Doan the Dan Chunr;) 
Cao Dill. League - (Doan The Cao Dill.) 
Buddhi.t Group - (Doan Do Cu 8i) 

"In the faoe of the present o1tuation and responding to the appBBl tor peao. 
made by France in the .peeoh of M. Boll •• rt. High Commissioner ot Franoe. at 
Hanoi. Uay 15, 1947. the National Union Front proolaims. 

With Respeot to France 

Franoe mu.t reoognh. the unity and indep.ndence at Vi.tn.... Independ.nt 
Vi.tn"", will freely assooiate with France in the Frenoh Union. It under· 
talc •• to guarant •• the .ooncaio and oultural interests ot Fr ... ce throup. 
out the territory of Vi.tn ... 

The National Union Front oonaiders the French Union aa a tre. a .. oolation 
of Itate •• qual in r1ght and sonreign in th.ir """ territory in that 
which ooncernl their own aftair •• 

With Respeot to Internal Vi.tDlllll Affaira 

Th. oonlolidation of the republican struoture or the atate. the •• tabU.b. 
ment as a pr1ncipl. ot goyernment the partiCipation ot all aooial cla •••• 
in polltical affaire. In a word, Ut •• ftectin realiaation or a democratic 
regu-. Th. abolition ot all forml or totalitarian go .... rn.ent and one­
party rul •• 

With a.speot to the Vietn .. C~uni.t. 

To inTite the Viet lIinh COI1IIIIunloto to collaborate with the Rational Union 
Front and to participate in the direction or public aftaira in contora1~ 
wi th d.mocratic principle.. Thu. the Rational Union Front 1a a J'ront 
uniting all the parti.s and nct an anti-oommunUt frCllt. Faithful to de­
mocratic policie., it tightl totalitariani .. in all it. torms. 

With Respect to Foreign Nationl 

Sincere collaboration with all nations that treat Vietn ... on an equal plano. 

Balpect for the prinCiples at lelt-determinatiCll or people .... d the aqual!tJ 
at people •• 

To oontribute to realize international aoUderi ty and the maintenanoe at 
world peace in aocord with the principlea or the United Nationl Organl .. t! ... 

The National Union Front SUpportl' 

1:itlzen Nguyen Tlnh Th~ Ifao Dail.l ardent patr10t and man above pertiea. 
in hil telk ot conciliating alltlie Vietn ... politic&! parti88 and ct unity· 
ing all the torcea or Itruggle to achieve a aolution ot the Franoo-Vietnam 
probl_.-

The toregoing aan1teato waa the tirat _jor pronoUD.-Bnt <I tile lational Union FrOllt 
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i 
~t)dD Indoohina. Previously, the leadership in exUe in China had 1asued th .. propaganda 

I,ths Front. l It .as not until late April 1947 that Nguyen van Sam announoed the organi­

~tiOD of the National Union Front in Coohinohina, indioating at the .orne time that he 

I, the representative of Bao Da1 .. mpowered to "aot in hil nome in all the preliminary 

~tI whioh may talce plaoe with the French authorities in Saigon."2 By this ti .... there 

~ al.o indioation. that troubl .. wa. brewing in the new ooalition. 

On April 24, 1947, a report froa Hanoi ref .. rred to a schiam in the rank. of the Vlet-

Bationaliot Party. Friotion had aria"n between an extremist group in the party, al-

'&tell)" aa intranoigent •• the Bo ohi lIiDh govermnent its.lf in wishing to expel Franc. 

Indochina, end a moderate wing that was looking toward the ".ettlement of the Viet 

.,. problem in sincere oollaboration with Frano." and .as led b)" "Bao Da1 hb .. eU."5 

Iii wa. the firot publio ref.renoe to .xbting differenoea between republio_ and OIon­

ehiat. in tha National Union Front that were ultimately to l.ad to it. de.truction. 

wen hal Than, leader of the Dong lIiDh Hoi, .tated h1a poBition in a preao .tatement 

April 28, 1947 e"Pre •• iug approval "of the tendenoi •• manife.ted among the Viet lIam 

orties with a view toward the oonoluoion of a paoifio agre ...... nt with Franoe."4 

The manifesto of the lIational Union Front i •• ued in Saigon, Cochinohina, on lIay 17, 

·17 cl.arly d .. noted it. support of the "republioan .tructur .. of the .tat." and 

gnlficantly r.fured 1;<,1 Baa Oai aa "Ci tisen llguyen viDh Thuy. - Furth.r, on lIay 17, 

7 a .pok.sman for the Front indicat.d that "Be chi lIiDh had b .. an invited to join," 

1. Nguyen hoan Bioh, its g .. neral seor .. tary, talk.d about the -Vi .. tnaa R.publio," 

leh ~ould b .. long to th .. Fr.noh Union.-S 

Th. major eftort of the lIational union Front .a. designed to wr ... t the l .. ad.r.hip 

tha D&tionaU.t move .... nt from the Vi.t UiDh itself, in the beli.t that only a united 

ont of all parti ... l.d by mod.rate. oould attain r .. cognition trom the world powera 

or Vi.tnam. Th. Front call.d on the Vi.tnam .... Communi.t. to emulate tb. Frencb Com-

i.t., who "knew how to withdraw froa th .. "a.bly eacb tim. that Franc. n •• dad hIl.r!­

In help."e I'aoopblet. wer. oirculated deJIDUDOinr; the Viet IliDh for "interfering with 

. ot! vi tie. of re.bt&noe el_enta that are hot ot the ._ poU tioal opinion aa their 
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OWD. d Uuder the ngoroul leadership ot Rguyen Tan S .... IttOrt. ware aade to 0 otablhb 
aontaat with thl Coohlnohlna autonGaou. regl .... and gain repreoentatlon In It tor the 
liatlonal lJn10n Front. rh .. a_ent Increaaed its actiTltl ... during th .. plriod ot s,.· 
peotation betore thl laportant polla), deolaration trora Frenoh High C01IIII1.donor EmU. 
Boall .. rt detlning thl baet. on wbioh Franol _. prepared to .ettll thl oonflict In 
Indoohina. Intamall),. tho relationl between aonarohlot ond republican 81_nt. beo_ 
further atrained. ru. di.Agree_nt a ... ta light In the L'Baho ~!!!!~. a Frenob· 
langu&fll _.paper publilhed h)' IC\I7In phan Long. CIa Auguat 2lS. 1947 thi. paper oarried 
a .ta_nt attributed to the Rational lJn10n Front indioating that the Front had dell-
gatad all it. power. to "La ..... Boach. President at the Coohinohlna Republioan 00.,.1'11-
ant. to oontact K. ligu)'ln Tinh rhU)' I!ao e.g to aid in the direction at the natlonalht 
.OT .... nt baaed on a proCr .. at reali.ing the Independenoo and territorial unitT ot Vilt 
Ii ... " '%bre. da)'. latar. it oarri .. d a oorrection to th .. ett.ot that the lational lJn10n 
Front (~~ ~!!!!.!:!!!. Bi .. prthat had blln r"'ponlibll tor the atata .. nt.u nat 
the ..... al It;U7en Tan Sam'. lational lJn10n Front. 

'J'he .peaah h)' Bollaert at Badong on Septoaber 10. 19472 aatuall)' broke the back or 
Sam'. lIational lJn10n Front. 'J'he limited oonoel.ionl that it ottlred onI), aerno to di.­
oredit thl nationaliot. who _re willing to aaoept them. Far the Rational lJn10n Front 
'peoitioall),. acoeptanoo would ocaplltal)' deotrO)' it. pretanlion. to mor .. ettecti.,. llado~ 
.hip than that at the Vilt Kinh. It. leader.hip. theretore. reaoted with a ngorou. de­
nunoiation ot the .pelch· a. iporing "th .. prinoiples at the Atlantio Charter" and appIIled 
to Chiang W-Ihek tor "interftntion in the Franco-Viltn __ Problem."15 rho Front tur­
ther oall .. d tor lJn1ted lation. inter'Nntion and oupport tro. Bao J>a1 tor thi. _,"".4 Bac 
J>a1 did not aot taTOrahl), On the_ prapo.all, and prl •• aooount •• OOD indicated that the 

Front had dOT. loped ai.CiTing. ahout Baa J>a1 '. abUitT to atrugll tor real independanoo,l 

• .. .Ift, pp. 12,. n. 
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I 
i'he Rational Union Front lurt"red a t.lling blow wh.n itl prinoipal spokeaoan, 

'l;U¥8n van Bom, wao killed in Ootober 1947.1 The breach betwe.n mon.rohl.t and republi­

I ... elementl widened furth.r. Le van Boaah, ex-prelident of the Coohinchin. Republio, 

L. ouo08 .. ful in or •• ting a new ooalition oall.d the Vi.tn ... lIation.l Rally (Viet II ... 

b ~ ~ Hiep)- in Deoeaber 1947, whioh det.ohed the lupport of the cao-O:::: 
L.lIao politioal fomation. from the National Union Front.2 Leader. of the Dong lIinh 

L and Vietn ... Nationalist Party in exil. in China ie.ued a joint statement on Deo­

tber 7, 1947 deolaring that a .ohedul.d oonferenoe of nationalists within Indochina 

ICOuld not have any reaul t if the oonferenoe i. h.ld under the proteotion of only one 

~ .. rnment.,.3 On Deoamber 16, 1947, the National Union Front organll.tion in Ann ... an­

l,une.d its adherence to the Vietn ... National Rally. There was little lett of the Xa­

:ional Union Front by this time. Its di.aolution in April 1948 to give -eaah party be­

:onging to tho National Front liberty of action- wa. a mere formality. 4 

In .pite of the offioial di •• olution of the Front ... an operating organi.ation, al-

"ot the .ama oombination of poli tioal groups provided tho backing for tho Bao Oai govel'D-

lOot in July 1949. Th. f .. otora 11m1t1ng the effaotive"" .. of thil ooalition in winDing 

IUppOrt of Viatn""", .. n .. tionalists remain the ..... olso. in .. bility to gain substantial 

,oo08 .. ionl from the Frenoh and to reoono11e mon .. rohist and republioan politioal dealre •• 

~. individual parti.1 .... ooi .. ting in .. ooalition auah •• the X.tional Union Front .ult 

» oonlid_red laparately in order to •••••• their impaot in .haping the direotion of the 

lao Do.i governmant and define th.ir rel.tion.hip to the Vietn ... ao .... l'DIII8nt. 

a. The Vietnam R.volutionary Leagu.. Th. Vl.tnaa R.volut1,onary League (~ 

!!!!! ~ ~ !)ong ~~) ... ree.tabI1lh.d a. an .xile organiaation in China by 

Sguyan hai Than following hi. break with the Ho ohi JI1Dh gove"-t ill 1948. "It 11 

dOUbtful that the exile Organ1aatioll hal ~ lupport _nc Y~ __ .e nationall.t •• 

• see b.low. pp. 127 It • 
•• Se. abeve, p. 78. 
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A French source oredits it with a membership of 5.000l under the leadership at 

2 Nguyen hal Than, Vu kim Thanh. and Nong quoe Long. However, another souroe .tates 
that. when Nguyen hai Than fled to China. the direction at the organization wal token over by Chu ba Phuong "and praotically the whole memberlhip tollowed him into coopera­tion with the Viet II1nh."15 This claim 10 supported by the tact that leventepn of the twenty member I of the Vietnam National Assembly alsigned to reprelent the Dong II1nh Hoi attended the lel.ionl of the Allembly in October 1946.· The .ame lource ltate. that "it is believed that either becaule of perIanal politioal oonTiotion. or from 

.opportunism lome at the tormer leadere now ree1dent in Indochina would lupport an anti-Viet Ilinh native movement and might bring a tn hundred or even .everal thouland followers over with them." The lower tigure 18 probably DIOre aoourate. Dong II1nh 
Hoi elementl who have partioipated jOintly wi th the Vi at lIinh for over two year. in the struggle against the French may not be di.posed to reoogni.e the authority ot leaders in exile who heve been engaged in futile negotiations with the Frenoh during the lame period. 

The exile Dong II1nh Hoi offered to unite in joint aotion with the Vietnul Government following the outbreak of the tighting in December 1946.4 These attempts apparently were rebufted. and the party became a oonltituent section at tha National Union Front in Feb­ruary 1941.5 Within the Front. Nguyen hal Than apparently aSlooiated with elements look-
6 

ing toward the restoration ot the monarohy in Indochina.. However. preTious close a .. o-oiation wi til the Vietnam Nationalilt Party tended to produce agreement on policy de.pi te . 
7 

difference. al to the future charaoter at an emergent Vietnam regime. lihUe lupporting the return of Bao oat .. a oonlti tutional lIIOn&roh. 'the Ibng lIinh Hoi hal olearly indioa­ted itl unwill1ngaell to tallow a lott polioy with respect to the Fr .... oh. For example. Nguyen hai Than ilsued statement. indicating that he we. "doubtful at the negotiation." • See abOve, p. 82. 
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in which Bo.o Dai .... engaged. He turther praloed the "attitude ot the Vietnam lIational-

ilt Party and the Vi.tn ... R.atoration League.· whioh pres_ably toll"""d an equally CaU­

liou. policy.l 

Th1a r.t.renoe to the Vietnam Re.toratim League m~ indicate po .. ible .upport at 

tho exil.d Prin08 CUong Do aa an alternatin oandidate tor _peror ot Vi.tn ..... in08 he 

* remain a an opponent at Frenoh rule in Indochina. Iiong quoo Long. one ot the lead.r. ot 

the Dong lIinh Hoi. i. a tonner partloan at CUong Do'. who partioipated in the abarth • 

•• iDlurreotion in 1940 agaln.t the French. Th. re08ntly reported oritioal illne •• ot 

&guyen hal Than. who 10 a aeptuagenarian. 2 may lead to the ablorption ot the monarohiat 

,lament. ot the exile Dong lIinh Hoi by the Vietnam Reltoration League. wblch haa Ihown 

signl ot new politioal aotiyi1:y. Th. republioan-minded toll"""rl would probably go onr 

to the Vi.tnam Nationalilt Party. There appear. to be li ttl. pro.peot that the .xil. 

Dong lIinh Hoi will develop into a lerioul tactor in future Vi.tn ....... political align-

mente. 

b. Th .. Vietnam Nationaliat Party. AI on. ot the oldelt parties in Viet ...... the-~ 

n .. tnam Hatienal1st Party"· (y!!! ~ ~ ~ Dang) has considerable preltige. It 

hu. howe .... r. proyed unable to maintain a ti!:htly knit organization and ha. sutt.red tro .. 

the opportunism ot indiYidual l.aders strhing tor personal p"""r and trom itl d.penden08 

on .upport trom Yarioul toreign p"""r •• partioularly Japan and China. It. oontinued 0101. 

relationlhip with element. in the Chin ..... lIationaliat aovernmant has proYided the orgllDi­

lation with tund. when it wal at a low ebb. CUrrently. the Badg"'; ... otion at the party 

appear. to b .. weak. 

Pro-Frenoh .our08I Itate that the Vietn ... Iiationaliat Party has 5.000 adh.rentl.:5 

Other IOurce. aay that it hal a "t ... thou land m ... barl at malt and .aM t ... _cit_ grad • 

• See below, pp. ISO tt. 
*. S .. aboTe_ pp_ 50 tr. 
*** S •• aCoTe. pp. 21 tr. 
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intelleotuals.· The progr ... ot the party il deloribed all "(a) tight tor U.e independ. 

enoe at Vietn"'l (b) eltablialunent of a n.tn ... Republiol (0) establishment ot a democrat. 
io reg~, whioh .. HI "lUre individual liberties to all, and to eaoh the right to work, 
property and_ltarel (d) oreation at oooper.tivel tor produotion and oonsumptionl (t) 
limitation ot pri"ate property by the inltltution of progre .. iYO taxes suoh al inoome. I.-
heritanoe, and luxury taxell (g) demoorati .. tion at the land, and national1&atlon at the 
ba.io industri ••• • l Leader. at the party inolude llguyen tuong hm, Vulbong Kbanh, IIghl .. 
ke To, PIIan Tran, Le lIinh, Vu dlnh Tri, and llguyen "an Chau. 2 The organization 10 It one 
at itl mo .. oapable l.ader. lIben llguyen tuODC Long. brother of llguyen tuong T_, died in 
the I ...... r of 19l8.11 

L1 ttle remainl of the military forae. that are onoe at the dllpo.al of the Vletn .. 
lIationalht Party. The lIational Union Front olal.med that Vulbong Ihanh, one of the 

party's leader., .... fighting the French and the Viet 111nh in the pronnoel of Lao ray 

and Lal Chau during 1946 and 1947.4 The n ... ber of .... n under hil o-.and .. a. esti.ated It 
300,5 but no eddenoe of their military aoti"ity hal 0 .... to li«bt reoently. Vulbong 
Khanh "&I reported to b. liYing in Canton in Dooember 1948.6 

In exile, the Vietnea lIationalist Party op.rated jointly 111 th the Dong lIinh Boi In 
• the lIationalist Front. 1Ihen propo.ed unity 1I1th the Vietn ... (lo ........ nt falled to nen-

tuate fonawing the outbreak of the fighting in Indochina in December 1946, the Vietn_ 
lIation .. list Party helped found the Bational Union FrCllt.·· B",",yor, it •• trong ropublio .. 
prinoipl .... de for oonfliot 1I1th other force. 'UPI,orting Baa Dal lIbo _ro de.irou. of re' 
ItOring ..... fona of .. onar~ and aero willing to ocae to tena. 1I1th hanoe. It. rolation. 
with the monarahllt .l_ntl _re further ."aoerbated by ito repeated clem, • for ChineN. 
Amerioan, and Unitod lI.tlon. intIn'Ontion In the Indoahlne .. oonfliot. n.._ dlttioultl •• 

• See aboT., p. 106. 
•• S •• aboY., p. 104. 
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I 
! tiDally l .. d to a .pl1 t.· Th .. Vi .. tn .. Ifationali.t Party apparently now operate. indepenel-

.Dtly. Rguyen tuoog Tam is reported to ha .... indicated Ulat ha "ould baok Bao Dai 00 000-

ditioo that "Vietnom beoome. a re)lubl1o with Baa Dai e.. Preoid .. nt.-1 

The r .. lationlhip ot the ex11 .. lead .. rship to the party within Indoohina 11 not ol .. ar. 

~. aotiTiti ... at th .. Vi .. tnam R.tionali.t Party in Indoohina ... em oonfined to ooo •• ional 

ciroulation at party literatun in Hanoi anel oollabor.tion with othar politioel 81 ..... n;. 

taYorin,; the return at Baa Dai. Truonr; dbh Tri •• prominent _ber at the Vietn ... Ra-

tional1ot Party. beo_ head at the French-eatablhhed Tonkin .clain1.trati .... OoDDittee 

iD lIay 1947 and palel tor thl. aot with hh lite in October 1947 at the hand. at VI.t IIlnh 

tg8nt •• •• Hi. death IlU.t haft _lIlcened the party oon.ider.bly. lince he "a. OIle at it. 

IOOre dynamio per.""alit1... It h likely that the party I. ",nerally diTided cmor the 

qu .. tlon at relation. with the Bao Dai r;OYII ....... nt. alnce indiTidual leadera would pro-

bably tore,;o republioan prinoiplea it they could inoure their own po.1 tion. wi thin the 

COft I'IUIellt. 

c. Tha Vietn ... Demoor.tio Soo .... lht Party. The Vietn .. Demooratio Sooialllt 

Party (y!!!. ~ ~ £!!!!. ~ ~ Dang) _. torweel in September llK6 to regroup re.btano • 

• l_ntl in Coohlnohln. who had 00II8 to di.ar; .... Tiolentl:y with the Viet lIinh leaderahlp. 

The party _. de.oribed b:y the lI.tional 11nion Front a. the -union at a n.-ber ot poli­

tioal. relipou •• labor anel di.united ,;roup. re.htiar; Frenoh a,;gre .. ion. omonr; them 

notabl:y the Viet".. lIational Independence Party (Y!!!.!!!!!. ~ ~ ~ Lap ~): •• Caa 

Dai. Hoa Hao. Coohinohina Intelleotual Group (Doan Tha Tri Thuo Rambo).·2 Thh li atiar; -----
at the oamponentl at the Vietn ... Donaooratio 80alaliat Party 10 undoubtecll:y e"a""rated. 

Howenr. prominent iad1Tielual. trca the indioated or,;anllati ... are kn""" to haft joined 

the new party • 

• S •• abo..... p. 10ft • 
•• 8 •• below. p. 187 • 
••• a .. abo ...... p. O. 
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The prinoipal leader of the new party was Nguyen Tan S .... who had been a prOlllinent 

.pok ..... an of the netnam National Independenoe Party. Other former ...... ben of the dlo • 

• 01Ted organi.a~ion were aloo prominent in the new party. i.e •• Nguyen hoan Bieh (al.o 

lauJWD a. ~guyen bao Toan), Tran van An. and Phan khao S·uu. Thlo fact led other fo .... r 

leaden of the Vietnam lIational Independenoe Party. eo .... or whom _re .upporwr. of tho 

Ho government. to repudiate aotion. taken in the nllJll8 of the party and to reiterate that 

• 1 
it had been offioially dlls01ved. 

From the Cao-Deists. the netn ... Demooratio Sooialllt Party enl10wd the oupport at 

Le ki. !y. a long-ti .... nationalllt and influential leader. 2 Similarly. Trinh dinh Thac, 

who had fo ..... rly been Minister of Ju.tice in the Tran trOllg 11:1 .. gOTem .... nt· and _. a 

personal friend of Tran trong 11:1.' a. 18 clai ... d to haTe been snU.ted frara the Intel­

lectual Group. S The bulk of the inwlleutualo in thio group haTe generally oupported 

the Ho chi Minh g.,.",mment. 4 Roa Hac affiliation was cla1dd .inoe Huynh phu So. the 

• 
prinoipal leader of the Ro .. Hao. _s a founder of the netn ... Democratio Socialilt Party,' 

\'!hUe 10 .... of his prinoipal l1euwnanto. ouch .s Nguyen phuoc Hau. Le Tan Kinh. and Ht;c 

van Rai. are known to han joined the party. 6 it i a highly doubtful that any large numbsro 

of Roa Hao follo .... ra aotually joined a political pt<rty. The Sinh Xuyen hili alao been 

1 
clai .... d as a component of the new party; this is probably due to the fact that l.IIm ngoc 

Duong (or Nguyen Tan Rai). a prominent leader of the Sinh Xuyen. was aloo a member of 

the Vietnam Democratic Socialist Party.8 Actually. the party wao primarily a coalition 

of 800ialllt .... inded el_nt. in Saigon and part of the 18 aderahip of the Hoa Hao re11-

gious mov_nt. 

The program of the Vietnmn Demooratic Sooialist Party il laid to call for,9 (1) the 

fight for Ule independence of netn"'l (2) the establishment of· a democratio regi .... t<Dd 

opposition to all form. of dictator.hip; and (S) the realhation or a 800iali.t .oaiaty 

• See aboW, pp. iiI tt. 

RESTRICTED 



- 117 -

RESTRICTED 

,which the .... will be no .. xploitation of man by man, in whioh .. aoh man will h ..... the 

;ight to compensation tor labor, and in which there .. 111 be no class struggle. The 

;Irty newspaper, edited by Nguyen van S_ and Tran van An, was u#lm8d The )(&8S88 (Quan 

, 1 
!un!) • 

I The vigorou8 partioipation of the VietDaa Daaooratio 500ialilt Par~ in the Jational 
, 
1])\on front and it. opposition to the Communist leadership of the Vietnam Gov .. ,.".nt ,. 
j"ought it into sharp confliot with the Viet lIinh-direoted administrative oolllllittee of 

:,,,,,bo, whioh apparently ordered th .. di •• olution of the p~ on April 18, 1947. 2 A 

I 

1

'l]l001al tribunal or April 26, 1947 oondemned H"¥Jlh phu So to death for his refusal to 

",,.y the authority or the Vietnam Govermnent in the 8Outh.3 Later, onllay 20,1947, 

i 
hguyen Tan 80m was oondemned tor his retusal to obey the April order.4 H"¥Jlh phu So 

I. .. exeouted in June 1947,5 and Nguyen van S .... likewise wa. tilled in Saigon on Ootober 

10, 1947. 6 The .ieath or its two mo8t prominent leader. wa. aooompanied by clashes 

rlthin the organization between proTinoial Boa Hao adherents and the 5algon leaderohip. 

Numerous reports or brutalities all .. gedly inrlioted by support .. rs of the Boa 

lao had been appearing 1" the Salgon p .... ao in Auguat 1947. On September 3, llK7 th .. 

IInterprovincial Executive Comdtte .. or West Cooh1nchina or the Vietnam Demooratio 50-

I01alist Party made pUblio an appeal signed by La van Kinh, th .. Preaident, and Ngo van Hal, 

ISeoretllry General, which indioated that th ..... otori .. s were being opr .. ad in III .. rrort to 

!d18credit the party.7 The appeal marked the publio a<bfaoion or th .... xistence of two 

direoting oommitteeo or the Vi .. tnam Demooratio 500iali.t Party, one in Saigon and one 

1n the proTino.... Diffe .... nce. beoam .. manir .. st .. arly in Ootober 1946 over the question 

I of' partioipation 

TO shuffl .. d. 

in the 100al Coohinohina government, which wae in the procel. of being 

i 
I Tran Tan An partioipated in the goTarDl:lent let up in Ootober 6. 1947, Bao Dal dil-

avowed lupport or thll government, 8 and wal echoed by the Hoa Hao leader Nguyen phuoo H .... , 

who deolared that the Hoa Haa would not partioipate in a leparatilt or autonomoul 
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goft,...".."t. The Saigo" COIIIIIl1 ttee i"dioated 0" Ootober 15. 19.1 th.t it de.ired fr ... TID 

An'. ~rtioip.tiOD in ... uoh •• the ..... goft..-nt, under Preo1deat Bguye" TWI Xu .... did 

"ot t.Tor auto~ or 18par.tim. Further, tho Sligo" CODDttte. 01n-d th.t the HOI H .. 

•• ot h.d been di •• o1ftd b7 HUfDh pha So When he joined the Vi.tn.a Demoorltio Booilll.t 

P.rty. The breaoh be_.n the Ho. HIO 1 •• der. end tho Saigon 00ID1 tte. widened, and "T 

Bo ...... ber 19.1 it .pp.rently beo_ irreoonaUable.1 

Deprhed at It. principl1 leader. through ..... o1n.tion and .plit b7 oontending 

group., tM Vi.tn .. Demoorltl0 800il1i.t P.rty h •• beo ..... praotiol11y defunot. The ED ••. 

tift Coaaittee at 80u_ot Vietn .. h.ued • aanite.to In De_ber 1, lKOI ol1ling tor 

.peeq negotl.tion at an Igre_nt between Franoe and B ... Dai. Jo turtl>er indio.tion. ot 

IOtiTity on It. part biTe been noted. 

d. The Popular 11_10. '!be B.tional lJDion Front olaia. thlt the Popular 110_\ 

(~ !!!!. ~ ~) _. ·organi.ed in De .... ber lK6 •• a relOtion to the polio)' ot terror 

and tre.ohery ot the net lIiah. Originating in HlDOi, 110 h.d 110. eollooo notably In Hung 

Yen, 'fbai Biah end BIIi Duong, the three ao.t populouo prorlnoe. at netntoa.· It repeltad. 

ly u ..... o.ted ·OTerthnnring the Vietnam gOTe ...... nt· ot Hoahll1iah and eot.bU.hinc • ·trul7 

d..oor.tio gOTe..-nt ... with Boo Dai •• pre.ident ot tho lIIIpublio.· The If.tional Un1ol1 

Front further report., ·Atter the .ot.b1hhaeat otthe ..... 00111 tiOIi gonrnaent, ill wIltal> 

the repre .. nt.tiTl. ot .U the politioal p;roup. p.rtioipated in prillolpl., the 1Ia.......llt 

OI ... d to be Tio11nt in order to direot 110 .... tiTitie. lnto ... oil1 and 8011 .utt.bl. poli. 
, 

tiO-,l ohenneh.·:1 'fbe platto ... ot the Popul.r 1I0fta1Dt 01110 tor (.) liber.tion at poll. 

tiol1 prlooner. held b7 tho neta.. Oo ........ nt' end (b) orgenh.t1on and eduo.tioD ot the 

....... Le.der. ot the Popular 1I0ft .. nt are B~n p;i. Tueng, Ifgll1lln gi. Tri, Luu duo 

rnLng, end Phan II.~ Dan.· SxOlpt tor 110. a-lnel participation in pubIhhed aantt._., 

110 18 ... to haft tl11.n iDto obliTion. 

•• fb. Vi.tntoa lationelht Youth I.1lianoe. The n._ l.tlODl111t Youth l.111anoo 

(~ !!!. i!!2!. J!!!. ~ !!!!~) 11 another group tor whloh lzau.rated alaia •• re .. do 
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'1 the National Union Front. It io r.ported .. having -17,000 member., _.t ot wh.". are 

:.tell.otualo and pe .. ""tol 1,200 to 1,600 or them are fighting in the ranks ot the V1et­

'"" National1ot Party among the guerrill .. or the Tonkin Delta.·l Frenoh souraes oppos.d 

:0 the V1etnam Government l ... p the A1Uanoo together with the Demooratio Sooialht Farty 

illld the Popular Movement, and plaae thoir total _berllhip at 6,000.2 n.t .... Q"nTlD8nt 

!
. 

,auroos .q the Allianoe io a ·pure French inyontion.- It it oxlot. a. an operating 

!\ady, it 10 probably a .... ry mnor group. Ito U.ted leader. are llgu;yen tuong Bach, llgu;yen 

I 
'ilian Tung, and Tran van Tuyen (or Tran Con). 4 

, 
t. The Cao Dat League. The Cae Dai League (~!!!!. ~ Dai) 10 a pol1ti.cal auxl­

• 
l1ary ot the CIIO-Daist religious lIo_nt in Coohinohina, headed by the Pope ot the order, 

I 
)Pb811 oong Tac. He exero1 .. s authority at Tq 1I1nh, the oenter ot the _jor c:.o-Dai.t .. ot 

lin Cochinohina. There are a total ot twel .... seots in all, with a total _berahip eati-

I 
' 

'aated at tram one to tour million.5 The cao Dai League ola1lls to ha .... trem one to two 

I.illion adherents, who allegedly eupported the llational l1nion Front when the League w .. 

lone of it. oonstit .... nt organizations.S lihUe thiB olai. i. undoubtedly a gro.s exaggera­

itton , tho Cao Dat Leaguo is important, pri.arily beoaus. it has a n_ber ot a,.,.d troop. 

I 
'.t its dispooal, .... ot wh.". are ueed against the toroo. ot the Ho go ............ nt in the .. uth. 

I There 18 oonoiderable OontUSiOD .. to the exaot .ituation in Coch1nchina insotar a. 

, i the loyaltios ot the Cao-Daist religiouo toll_r. _ oonoornod. It is olear that the 

: prinoipal leaders ot tho Cae-Daist religious movellent hs~ 001IIII to support the Bao Da1 re-

I .toration mOT_nt. Frenoh radio re,ports oontinually reter to engagements betwe.n the Cao­

I 

, Daists and "Viet Minh toroos. - The notn_ aowrmaent radio rarely mention. lIloh oonfliot. 

and maintain. that the twel .... c:.o-Dat.t .. ot. in the lI>uth "reoognize on17 the authority 

of President Ho.-? It i. Ukely that .uGh oontl1ot. do oocur, .ince """'T c:.o-Dai.t leader. 

are oitterly oppo .. d to the .outbena leader. ot the Viet_ aore.-nt a. a ralUlt ot 
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- 120 -

RESTRICTED 

• 
hoatiliUea in (loohinoh1na in September 1!K6 and during tho following JDonth.. The Viet. 

nam Gowr ... ent radio haa. aignifioantly. only claimed the .... pport of Cae trieu Phat .. , 

•• 
member of the League for National Union of Vietnlll. which favora "the Wli ty d: tho 

people behind Preaident Ho'a government."l However. Cao triau Phat. who 1a the lender 01 

~ 

the Weatern (lochinchina aeot known as the "II1nh Chon Dao" end haa troop a under his com-

JDand,haa alao been olai ... d to be a supporter of the Natiohal Union Front. 1I Further. tho 

Cao-Daiet mo_nt haa control· o .... r large areas in Cochinchina where it haa governmental 

auton""'Y reoognized to a degree by both the French end Vietnam iJoo'emments. The 01 tua-

tion ia. h ..... v .. r. very fluid. This was shewn most recently by th .. French-reported ebb 

of th .. Cao-Duat H .. adquartera at Tay Hinh in July 194.9 that a""", 7.000 Vi .. t ........ oe in tho 

Tay Hinh area "had put themselves under th .. protection of tho Cao 0...1 after .... ffering 

persecution at the henda at the Viet Minh.·4 

The actual strength of the mili tary forcea at the diapoaal of the Cao-Dai.t forca. 

opposing tl>e Ho government ia not clear. E.timote. range from ·p .. rhap. 200 Carm .. § moll­

bero of th10 oect oarrying on a kind of guerrilla warfare" against the Viet Minh in the 

aouth 5 to 60.000 "a.-d and equipped.· 8 The prinoipal milt tary leader of the Cae-Dai.t. 

is Tran quang Vinh. Commander in Chief of th .. Cae-Daiet troops under the authority or 

Pham cong Tao. 7 

POlitically. the Cae-Daiet. 0ppoling the Vi .. t 1Iinh are divid .. d on t he 10""" of co­

operation with the French and there 10 a good deal of rivalry for pO,aition. or outhority 

within the mo_ .. nt. During the _r. under Jap"""oe dClllination, Cae-Daia was utili .. d 

by the Jap"""ae aa a ~hiol .. for their propaganda for a "Greatar Ba.t A.ia Co-Pro.penty 

••• Sphere.· With the fall of Japan. acme of the Cao-o...i.t .. l ...... nt. came into oonfliot 

with the Viet 1Iinh in Cochinohina, whoee oonciliatory policy towar4 the Alli88 ~"7 

• Se. aboTe. p. 73 • 
•• S .. aboY., p. 81. 
••• 8.. aboft. pp. Iili tt. 
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opposed.- 1'here i ••• trong ""r .... nt ot xenophobia in Cao-Da1.t rank.. Some Ca,,-Da1at. 

-­=ontlnue to t.Tor the retum of Cuong De. 

In October 1941 • large .eotlon or the Cao Dai withdrew it •• upport tr ... the French-

.pon.ored Cocllinohina gOT81"D111ent beoause ita reprenntatiYe, La Tan Ho.oh, WaS displaced 

.. premier by General Nguyen Tan Xuan.l In S.igon, the supporter. at Le kim Ty'. C .. oda1lt 

; Union el .. oted Bui Tim Nhan as th .. ir prorllional he .. d and deol .. red th ....... he. in fnor ot 

, 

the Xuan gaTernment.2 1'he difrerence. bettnoen th .. Cao-Do1.t politioal p;roup. were aoon 

,..eonoil .. d, ho_ver, and they jointly .upported the XU"" p;OTe"",",nt and .ooapted B"" Dai 

.a Vietnam.'. negotiator with the Frenoh. 

On Ja"...ary 21, 1948, the Cao Dai .. nd Ho .. Baa signed a paot ot .. lliance to elimin .. te 

fratrioidal .truggl .. bettnoen th .. 1lwo religious order.. The p .. ot proTided for reoognitioD 

by th .. t.o group. ot .... oh other'. ·&0 .... or aotion" and oolllnlitted both to a .t"'ggl .. tor 

. the "deten .. or the interests ot Vietn .... • 1'hey furth .. r agre .. d to .upport "Baa Da1 in 

i hi. negotiation. with Franoa in order to reali.e the .. pi ration. of the people, prin­

I , 
I eip .. lly, independenoe of Vi .. tn ... wi thin the 
, 

Frenoh Union • .,3 It ....... ported that "Frenoh 

I authorities had giftn th .. ir .pproval to the .... rger -- with .<IDe reticence," .inOl the 

I i word. "withiD the Frenoh Union" are .aid to haTe been ·added only aftel' the .ignatu .... ot 

I 

: the paot.~ Ph ... oong T.o _. quoted later to th .. et1' .. o1 that, &bould the negatiatioD. 

with BeQ Dai fail, "then Cao-Do.1.t. and Hoa Bao, who haTe enough men lind .t ... ngth. will 

show 1'i .......... to the .orld and .how the .ill ot Viet N_'. people to independenOl and 

unity.·6 Ph ... oang T.o h ••• ub"quantl)" alipd h1lll .. lt with the Bao Dai gOTeI'Dlll .. nt aot 

, 
up iD July 1949. 

S0W8ftl', the bulk ot the Cao-Daht ..... not clearly o ..... ltted to III\Y one group. 

Cao-Do18l11 11 a large _i-poU t1 oal religlou. movement in whim • great .. riety ot poli­

tical opinion. OOOUI'. 'l'be g .... t .ajority or it. toll ..... l' ........ tlonall.t. who .upport 

• See above, p. 7a • 
•• See .boft. p. 6'. 
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the struggle for independence. whatever dHfe ... n"lII "'parate them from the Bo ohi lIinh 

go ..... mment. They may well exert oonaicier .. bie politi" .. l influenoa follOWing the re­

ator .. tion of peaoe in Indoohina. 

g. The Boa H .. o. The Boa Bao (~~ ~ Hao) is a political ... Ugiou. aeot 

b .... d on Buddhist doctrin •• l Its principal membership i. in the bo rder oountry between 

western Coohinchina and C .... bodi •• with it. m .. in stronghold .. t Long luyen. The number 

of it. follower. h .. s b.en variouoly e.ti __ ted .. t from 200.000 to 1.000.000. The leader 

and fcnmder of the Boa Hao was B~ phu So. lie beoame pOlitically important during the 

Japanes. occupe tion of Indochin. UIIl w .. s u .. d by th. Japa ...... to fo.ter anti-whit •• 

x.nophobic tendenoiea in oonn.ction with J"pane .. propaganda for the Greater Ea.t A.i. 

eo-Pro.peri ty Sph.re. 

With the apprcaoh of the Japanese defe .. t. B~ phu So r.turned to Contho ProYince. 

In the prev.iling .tate of .... i-an .. rchy. he .. t up the Can-tho-Quoo. or independent at.te 

of Cantho. Thh stllte g ....... way to the .. uthority of the south.rn go ..... rnment of Vietn ... 

following the Auguat 1946 revolution. For .. tim. B~ phu So and hi. poll tical cohort. 

supported the Vi.tllUl Government and the ... sistanoe mO .... D18nt in the aouth. 2 but late in 

1947 they .plit .. ay to form their own comb .. t group.. B~ phu So 11'&8 alao in.trumental 

in foraing tho Vietnem Democratio Sooialist Party.- Hi. rerusal to work under Vietn .. 

orders led to hia c .. pture15 by the resistance forces in the south. who exeouted him tor 

treason in Jun. 1947.4 HiB d.ath led aOlllll Bo.o Hoa followers to coll.borate with the 

French in military actiona .gainst the .outhern r •• tatano. force.. r.e .. derahip of the 

Boa H.o pa .... d into the hand. of Tran ... an 10at (al.o known a. Nam Lu .. ).5 

The Bo. Bao oonai.t. of terrorht group. not ...... r .. to killing C .. o-Datat. Or othoor 

Vi.tn_a.... Thay .. re baaloally anti-French and their ourrent alliance with French 

foro •• 18 undoubtedl)' tenuou.. The Hoe. Hao was oOllllll1tted to thoo Rational Union Front 

policy of aupport to Bao Dat. but dirtdad on thoo question of .. ather the go ......... nt 

_ llee .boTe. pp. 116 ft. 
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I
I to be eatabliahed should be a monarcl\Y or republio. It haa indioated opposition to 

Frenoh High COI1IIIIiaaioner Bollaert's Hadong speech or September 10, 1947· and de­

,""dod far greater oonoe .. ions, including independenoe and unity for Vietn.... On 

•• 
the oooaoion or the aigning of tile paot be_en the Cao Oal and the Hoa Hao, 

General lIam Lua declared, "Aotually Hoa Haa are fighting against COJIIIlunhts and 

not against reaiatanoe soldiers who are O)'IIIpathizera of Hoa HIIO •••• 1fe desire an 

independent Vietn ... with its own army, tinances, eoonomy and diplomatic repreeenta-

tion, but .. do not want to break our bonds with France. 1fe do not appro.,.. c£ the 

polioies ot the South VietnUl go"., ..... nt which advooates decentralization of power. 

W. want a full unification."l 

Be aide a Tran van 10al, important leaders. of the Hoa Hao are, Ho nhut Tan (or 

Pham cong lIinh), a monarchist tavoring the return at Baa Oal as emperor, and llguyen 

phuoo Hau, Chiet or General Tran van Xoal' s starf. Jlguyen phuoo Hau has claimed 

that the Hoa Hao army oonsist. ot 40,000 .. n, an obvious exaggeration.2 An orticial 

of the lIational Union Front h .. stated that 5003 Hoa Haa .. n are a ..... d; another sourae 

e.timates the n .... ber at 700.4 There ha.,.. been report. that ..... Hoa Heo troop. are 

used .. adjunot. to the French in operation. against southern Vietnam torces. 5 That 

many ot them are still tighting against the French is borne out by French reports, 

wIIioh continue to stre .. detections ot Hoa Haa troops trom the res1atance. 8 

The Hoa Hao undoul1tedly ha. poll tical strength in Coohinchina. Like the Cao Oai, 

it exercises authority in areas ot COchinchina removed trom the oontrol or both the 

Vietnam Gove,.,...,nt and the French. It oan be expected to pll\¥ an acti"., role in mald.ng 

aggre ssi va demand. on the Frenah through the medillll\ at the Baa Dai restoration mo""",ont, 

• S .. above, p. 106 • 
•• S .. above. p. 121. 
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h. The Buddld.t Oroup. The Buddh1lt Ho.e Con_platlon (Tlnh ~ ~!!.) 1. a roU,1 ... 

loclal mOT_ent with a larg. Chin ••• __ berahip who.e prl.nolp.l tenet 10 r.ported to b. tbt.t 

1 

·profound contempl.tlon at boa.· 1. luperior to the u.e of prlelta and pagoda.. Frencb 

louroe. plaoe the n .... ber of It. followera .• t 500.000. Vietn .. lourcel ar. reputed to adait 

that thh group ha. a oonllderable following and 10 largely 0ppoI.d to the Viet II1nh. III 

keeplng with It. r.llg10u. bel1ef. lt hal no hl.rarchy of oo.mand and otfer. only UDCobe.l •• 

pa .. l" rel1atanoe to the Bo gOTer ...... nt. 10 aotual _.ber.hip tlgure. are aftllable to 

lndloate the .xtent and .tfeetiTane •• of It. oppo.ltlon to the Vl.tnam OoTerument. 

1. Th. Vi.tum Catholl0 Leagll.. The vte_ Catho110 Lea",1 (Vlet ~.!:!!!! ~ 

Cong ~) .... organi .. d in Deoemblr 1945. by the influential Blabop at PIlat Di_ dloo •••• 

Z 
I.e huu Tu. a. the ottl01al po11tioal organisation at Catholic. in Indoohina. Indochinl •• 

Catholl0. DUIIlber ablo.t two alillon. and _.t at th_ ar. ooncentrated in the proT1nc1 at 

AnzI-.. 

I 

Ther. are reportedly 1.500 nati" olergy ... oontralted with a _11 Frenoh 1I1.1101l. 

At the t1ae of It. organlsatlon. the Vletnam Catholl0 I.eacul wa. headed by lljUJoa aanh Ha. 

. 4 

prelldentl Le Tan De. trealurerl and lljUJen JDI&D Dong and Pban TaD Di.n. adTb.r.. lljUJe 

aanh Ha wal a aln10ter 1D Bo chl llinh'. pron.lonal gOTernment.· B. raalned ill Banol.hen 

•• 
lt o .. e under Frenoh oontrol with tha outbr.ak at tipting on Deo_ber 19. 1946. B. ~ 

not I1no. publioly rlpudi.ted the Bo ohi llinh "'TI~nt nor haa he a •• ool.ted bluelt with i 

I 

:~:I:: :t:~ :::0: ~:tv::::::l o:::~:' .u:~r:: :::l::P:T8:::: ito \ 
! 

. _d.I@JIitl any fear. at COIIIunl.t control at the Bo gOT.r_ent. 

i 

I ino ... tion and haTe •• inoe the fip.tlng began, upheld the flpt tor nl_'. lndepoadenol 

Slno. the outbrlak ot the t1pting, politloal oontrol ot the Vi._ ea;0110 League baal 

apparently p .... d lnto the hand. ot 19o dlnh Di_. a oOIl.erfttiTl ... tiolllLll.t. Be 11 anti- I 

C....un1.t. an attltudl .~'" 1D part trOll the tact that hi. brother 19o dlnh Ehol.tora.r 
J ... ' 

goftrnor ot Quang Igal ProTllloe. wa. killld by the Viet llinh ln AUljUt 1945. QD thl other hon<I, 

Igo dlnh Dl_ 11 nol_tly oppa.ed to Frech oontrol ot Vietnam and adTOOated ooapllte lnd.po 

encl, tolloW1.Dg wbloh V1I_ aDd Pr&IloI alp.t DI",tiato av_t. a. 1'1 .... 1 •• 

• S •• abo... p. TI. 
•• lee aboTe. p. • •• 
••• a .. abo9a.~. 'T. 
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'"own to favor .. monarobical torm oj' goTt'trlJlD8nt and oollaboratioD with the FreDoh OD .. 
I 
. 1 
ponable and olnoere buh. It wa. under the ugh of .go diDh 01_ and Btohop Le buu Tu 

I' the Vietnam Catholic League baa ... e a oomponent ot tbe lIational Union Front.2 

I Apparently the differenoe. that led to tbe demt.e of the Batioll&1 Union Front"alao 
I 
.",.d the Vietnam Catholio League. lb. bulk of tbe Catholio. oontinu.d to .upport the 

;utaDce. There was diTillioD in the leaderllhip" however. OTer the extent ot oono ••• lona 
I 
lb ..... d. to the French and onr .upport of the Bao Dai mo".."nt. The Frenah w.re apparently 

f,orned enough about the .i tuation to bave High Co.uuioner Wle Bollaart viii t the Pope 

/,&1 .. ion attributed "to Fr.~ob deair.a to bav. th. Vatican .x.rt pre •• ur. on Vi.tnam ••• 

jOliO' to IIi n up their oppoo1 tion to Frencb control. a The al •• ion bad DO apparent 

i' •••.• Prominent catholics baTe .ub.equently indioated the ba.ic dil_a ot the oburcb 

.j
lDdOCbill& -- wb.ther. taoed with tbe un1 nr.al dea1r. of ita follow.re tor th. illdepend­

• of their country. to oollaborate with th. C.......u.t-led r •• iataDce or to Iupport the 

t.otual Bao Dai goverDDeut. 6 

Tbe exaot .tatu. ot th. Catholio Leagu. 11 not olear It pre.ent. Bhhop Drapier ot th. 

ob million _a reported to bave disband.d the organilation in Coobinobl III 11l F.bruary 

!!a. S llgo d1nb Di_ apparently 10 quite di .. ati.tied with th. Baa Dai goTerDIct and baa ~ 

/

ted that "th. _tioll&l a.pirationa ot the Vietname •• people will ""t be .ati.tied until \ 

nation baa aobi.ved tba .... e ltatu. al India and Pak1ltan". Be is allO olearly ill taTO" 

I r .. erving "the belt pod tion. ill the new Vietnam tor tho.e who baTe .arned the gratitude 

ltbe Fatherland. I reter to tbe a •• i.tanoe .l •• entl."? It would appear that the catholio 

~der. in Vietnam are .till opponentl ot Frcah rule to the extent that they w11l DOt 

/.OOiate with the Baa Da1 govel'lD8Dt a. 1011& al 1 t b&o DOt olearly WOIl the ind~endenoe 
rt r· ... ill. the o..-on a.piratioll ot .a.t Vietnam •• e II&tioll&lilte. V~etnamele catholiol 

I .. titut. an important el_eut ot the reliltaDOe today and oan b. expected to aeroil. 
! fll tioal influe"". ill the future. 

1 j. The BiDh Xuye. Th. BiDh Xuyen (Liell ~ ~ ~)ia another croup that the 
; 

tiona! Front olaimed al an affiliate in itl liru"le allainat tbII Vietnam OOverDIent.8 

origin ot the group bal b_ de.oribecl al th. "r •• ult ot 10l1li fulion ot • Iluaber ot 

See aboTe. pp. 101 tt. 
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bandit bando •• aae or who.e .ember. were rel.ao.d from the i.land pri.oD at Poulo Condor. 

by the Japan.... It 10 aloo oertain that a large number of .th. Binh Xuyen ••• tought at the. 

oide of til. Viet II1nh in the 

After op.rating "larr;.ly a. 

_rly day. at the Fr.noh attempt to r.turn to power in Indoehl, 

rortng bend.. primarUy barra.einr; the French !Nt a100 proyin, " 

the oountrysid •• " the band. "bec ... acre olo •• ly oonnected and bett.r orr;ani&ed. continui" 

th.ir fight with the FreDoh and. b.oaus. ite l.ad.n hay. be.n a ..... inated by the CClIIIIIWllJ~ 

adding the Commun1lte to their li.t of anami ••• • 

Th ..... b.ro at the Binh Xuyen are .aid to b. "r •• pon.ibl. tor _ch at the terrorhtl. 

aotirltio. in and around Sair;on" and to be "aakLDr; lit. unooatortebl. tor the French tor •• 

and Frenoh IUpporter •• !Nt ounouoly enour;h awlc11nr; any confliot with the cae-Dai.te. 

Politioally the Blnh Xuy ... altho""" oooperatlng to a oertain extent with the nationalht 

.l_.ntl ot the Vlet II1nh. are •• akly ranr;.d on the lid. ot the lational l1nion Front Par1:J .. , 

the taro •• at the Binh Xuy.n n ... ber approx1a&tely 8.000. dirld.d into thr .. r.r;1aente. 

but ••• ara. are aYailable tor probably not oy.r &.000 -- the ara. being in part oaptured troa 

the Frenoh or hand.d Oy.r by natiY •• Japathi •• r. in the .trur;r;l. ar;a1nat the Frenob. !Nt 

aa1nly a h.ritag. tram the Japane ••• • 

Th. organization and prograa of the 81nh Xuyen han be.n .---.rla.d .. tollowo • 

... • It oomprloe. p.r.ono trClllll all 01 ..... and 11 neither a poli tical nor 
rel1gioul party but .imply a bloo ot armed patriote fighting the innder. at 
the country, lt will oea •• to"1'Iiht only wh.n the a.pirationa ot Vietnam tor 
national unity and real independeno. are realised. lNt there i. no objection 
to inclu.ion wi thin the tramework at the Frenoh 1Jnionl .hUe it d081 not 
obey all the ordera of the Viet JI1nh CCIIIIIlUDilt •• it 11 in olose contaot with 
the Viet II1nh in all tilat ooncerns the tight again.t their OODnOn enemy, it 
a1m. to proteot the population. eYen ar;ainat the Viet II1nh. and oite. it. 
proteotion at the Cae-Doi.t., it has be.n in contact with the iational 1Jnion 
Front at which it .peake rather highly. and with Baa I)&i in Bongkong, it 
appeal. to all nationali.t elament. to maulate it. clooe organisation and to 
uni te not only in the tight tor union and independenoe lNt .lao againot the 
Coamuni.t., lt allert. that lt 1a the b •• t at the guerrilla band. and 
optlm1.tioally .tate. that it oan reatore order in Coohinohina wi thin thr .. 
to tour montha if the nationallot. will bo guided by it.· 

"ThUB. the teo operatl ve oon.ideration. at the Binh Xuyen program are to 
tight the French and to tight the CDIDWIi.t.. lihUe th •• e oonold.ration. 
appear to b. lnoompatible. they relohe th ..... eln. into the ultlaate progr_ 
of obtaining a union at the nationa11lt toro .. and thul w1nninr; union and 
lndependenoe. Inter alia at a reoent •• eting ot the Y&rloul polltioal .l_ent. 
In Cochinohina;cll;:'iio~ Jlguyen Y&D Sam. the l .. d.r ot the lational 1Jnion 
Front. the Blnh Xuyen took an aotin part in the ... ting along with the Cao­
Dailtl. the lIoa u.o. the lnten.oble at Coohinohina. the Popular lID_nt 
Party. and oth.r •• Aooordingly._ .... t or.dit the 81nh Xuyen with a o.rtain 
emcunt at intlueno. and with the P\1_tial1t;y ot playing a role in the oour •• 
at ._t. in ~ to Indoohlna.· 
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2. The netnam National ally. The netnaa National Rally (!!!! ~ ~ ~ 

,Ian Bi.p), an outgrowth ot the N .. tio .... l Union Front, d .... lop.d tollmng the bre<llc-up -or the Front due to internal difterennel between aonarobiat and republio .. n el_ent •• 

~. Vietnam National Bally 0.... into .xi.tenoe otfioi .. lly on D.oemb.r 23, 1947 at Hanoi, 

~doohina,l following .. p.riod of maneuvering and negotiation betwe.n varioul politio .. l 

; ,roupe oppoeed to the Vi.tlllJll Gov.maent. 

In July and AugU.t 1947, Vu taa Anh, a Coohinohine •• nationaliat, bad been 

i 2 
i Inltrum.ntal in .. tting up .. N .. tio .... l Union Front (~ fran Quoo ~ ~ Bi.p) 

I parallel to tbe th.n Ix10ting N .. tion .. l Union Front of Nguyen van Su.· Vu \;ala Anh 

/ ..... d blo organisation att.r the former unified ruiatanoe organiaation in Coohinchina 

I that b .. d inolud.d the Viet lIinh.·· Th1l _. don. pr._bl)' to give Vu taa Anh'. Front 

Ith ... pp.arano. ot a g.nuine organisation of reli.tano. group. figbting .. g .. in.t the 

Frenoh. It _" Vu tam Anh'. Front tbat delegated to I.e van Roaoh p01lllr to make oontact 

nth Bao Oai and .nU.t hh I.rvio •• in n.got1eting an .. gr ..... nt with the French. ••• 

(Th. role of Vu tam. Anh'. National Union Front in lub •• qulnt .... ent. 11 not ole .. r. 

Appar.ntly Vu t ... Anh _. t.mporarll), reatrained by the C .. o-Dai.t leaderlbip at ray Ninh 

from furth.r aotivit)'.3 In June 1949, b.fore the in.tall .. tion of the Bao Oal governaent, 

ni. National Union Front oame fo~d with .. propo ... l for the oonvooation of an elected 

national ...... bly that would form .. provi.lonal gov.rnment tbat would then n.goti .. t. 

: 4. 
i agr .... nt. w1 th Franoe. Th1l Front i. 

to inolude Nguyen hoe. Riep and Colonel 

important 001)' beoau.e it. leaderohip i. • .. id 

6 
B .. y Vien -- two of the f .... individu .. l. who aotuall)' 

•••• 
oo_ded _11 bodi .. of troop. that made their peaoe with the French.) 

I.e van Roaoh, in line with the Front'. IIIJ1date, approaohed the variou. po11tioal 

r;roup. in Saigon in an effort to r;r DUp th_ tog.ther behlnd hie proj.ct. A period of 

oontu.ed negotiatio ... toole plaoe during whioh, ln October 1948, La van Roaoh •• 

foro.d to rel1nqu1lh hi. po.t ot Prea1deDII ot the COohinohi .... Go"~nt. Re then 

• See abov., pp. 106 tt • 
•• Se. above. p. 11 • 
••• See abov.. p. 104 • 
•••• See abo,... p. 79. 
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d .... oted h10 .,tort. to buildiD« I new nationlHolo Illiano.. It _. not until Oeo.abor 

11. 1947 that Le TID Boaoh ... luooe •• fUl in helping to build a new or~ni.ation oall~ 

1 
tho Viotnoa lIational A .... bly (!!!!:!!! ~!!!! Tap Doan). Bo l.ft Saigon on December 

2 

17 to Tilit Tonkin and AnnIll and win adherent. to the new organisation. Le van BOlch 

WI •• uooe •• ful in o.tabli.hiDt; oontact with a number ot .ino~ politioal groupo and 

perlonalitio. gener.lly ••• ooi.ted with th •• xi.ting ·.daini.trative oommitt ••• • .ot up 

und.r Frenoh .uspice. to .id in go .... rDiD« tho.e ar ... in Indoohina under French control. 

With hi •• id, an organis.tion o.ll.d tho Vietnoa lI.tional R.lly ... oro.t.d on Deo .. 1>or 

2S, 1941 in Tonkin .nd AnnIll. Le van Boaoh, in. .poooh tor tho new organis.tion, tor 

the tiret till. d.olar .... hill •• U • llOnarch1at, and pledgod tho .upport ot tho C.o O&i, 

Boa Hao, Catholio., and Protestant. in Cochinohina, who, h. ol.laod, _pril.d ·JOOr. 

than thr •• mlllon. of • popul.tion ot tour .illion inhabitant. who ar ... on orchiata.·3 

Tho Vietnam lI.tional A .... bly in tho .outh then ohaDged its n .... on 0.08llber 25, 

1947 to ViotDlll Rational Bally "beo.use tho national group. tro. th. north to tho .outh 

al .. y. d.lire to tona th .... l.,.. in one bloo." It. oaill .... oon.tituont group. in Cochin-

China were. "South.rn branch ot th. Viotnaa lIational Bally, Cae O&i- Tay lIinh, Boa 1!Io, 

Catholio (Cong 01.0), Prote.tant (Tinh LaDb Hol), Demooratio League (Lien Kinh Dan Chll), 

Vietnam lI.tlonall.t Party (Vl.t II .. Quoo Dan Dang)."4 

7bl. list i. prob.bly .xagg.r.t.d. Tho noted .tfili.tion ot th. Tariou • 

" organis.tion. prob.bly ret.n to individual _bor. or _11 group. who t ..... r the llOnaroll 

vi ... ot tho no_ llltional b11y. Th. ProtOltant group (Tinh Lanh Hoi) 10 • .s..or 

politio.l ••• 001.tion. Tho DelIO_tio Leaguo (~~ ~ Chu) 10 .ll.ged to be 

• r.publloan-oriontod organis.tion, whlch, whl10 oppo.od to tho Viet Kinh, tight. with 

it ag.ln.t tho Fronch. 6 Ita ropre.ontatiT. in negotiatlon. with tho oth.r natlonalht 

group. ia Do du Anh.6 Bo fUrth.r hal oontact with nationalht ro.lItanoo croup., inoludiDc 

on. known •• tho Le Ihol lhaDg Chl ... Quoo Ola group and anoth.r known •• tho lha TID Can 

group, whlch 1e d.urlbed •• ot "rrot.lcylte tend.ncy."T It 1e doubtful that th ••• group. 

will gl~ up th.lr da.aA" tor ladopODd.no. to aooopt tho oonoo •• lon. that haT. boon .&d. 
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It waa not until F.bru .. ry 2, 1948 that the Tarioul oomponent part a at the VietnAm 

Nationel RAlly held a nation .. l .eeting .. t Saigon tor the elootion ot-.. oentrol 

oommitto., tho drswing up ot a plan ot joint aotion, .. nd tho tormulation ot tho polltio&l 

objeotivo. to bo attained,_l The organi.ation deoided to oonTOke a Bationol Congreaa 

in oonjunotion with the e"hting .. dminlltrstive o ...... itte .. ot Tonkin and ADnam and 

the proTi.ionel gOTemaent ot Coohinoh1na.2 Thi. oongre.a .... held under the .. u.pioe. 

at NguJOn van Xuan in Saigon on Kay 20, 1948 and e.t&bll.hed a -ProTialonel VletnAm 

CentrAl Governmont- with Nguyen van Xuan .. a ita pre.ldent,-

Tho Vietna.m Natlonol RAlly hal bo.n oloaely ..... al .. ted with the 11&0 0&1 re.toration 

movement .inoe it. inoeptlon ADd 1. olo.ely .... ool .. ted with the government that h • 

• ub.equontly oroatod. It held AnOther notionol oongr ..... t Banol in Deo_bar 1948.3 

It alao held .. reglonol mooting at the Borth Viet .... (rankin) orcanilaHon In KAy 19t9. t 

One ot tho prinolp&l oon.tituonta ot the Vi.tna.m Natlonol Rally in ADnam haa 

be.n the little-known, .... 11 IIIOnarohht .00iot1 known ... the Konaroh1at Party (~ 

Hoang ~ ~,5 whioh wa. tormed in September 1945 by C_dant Lang. a I!&Ddarln 

S 
,6 

uporior ot the Court ot Hu •• It apparently dra •• Ite prinolpal aember.hlp from the 

oonaerT&tivo mandarinote ADd the roJAl tamily, One e.timate plaoe. It. member.hip at 

10,000, but thh tlgure i. undoubtedly exaggerated,1 The party ie apparentl" broadoning 

lta aotivitie., in February 1949, it adopted a nn _ -- Ne. Vie_ Part" (~~ 

~D&n,) -- and opened up par\1 headquarter. in Saigon. The prlnolp .. l l ... der i­

Biohol ... Truong T1nh Tong, a .upporter ot the Provia1onol Vl._ Central Gover_t, 

ot Nguyen van Xuan,8 

De.pite It. impo.ing .. rray ot oon.tituent organiaation., the Vi.t ..... ation&l -­

RAlly 1a a minor polltio .. l organ1a .. tion who •• iDtlueno. i. quite l1mited. It r.pre •• nt. 

prinoipall" the .... 11 monorohi.t .l ... nt. ot Tonkin, 4DDaa, and CoohiDOhina, 

• s .. bel •• , p. laT. 
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~. The Vietnam Restoration League. The Vietnam Reatoration League (Viet Ham Ph.1 ---
~ Dong ~ Hal) la another minor nationaU.t party that oontinu .. to Tie tor 

the leader.hip of the nationali.t movem.nt in Vietnam.- The lmportanoe at the Vletnam 

R •• toration Leagu. i. in part· attributable to the pre.tige and influeno. at it. 

prinoipal leader, the .xiled Prinoe Ouong De. Having dedloat.d more than torty yearl 

to the etruggl. tor Vi.tname.e ind.pendenoe. Cuong D. p.rlonltie. the aontlnul ty at 

pre.ent-day Vietname.e nationalie. with "he now leg.ndary p.r.onalitl •• who dlotlngulo~ 

them •• lve. in the early period at Vietname.e oppo.ition to Frenob domination at 

Indooblna.·· 

The Vietnam Re.toration Leagu. Tlrtually dl.appeared tram Vletnam pollti .. l 

life tollowing the deteat ot Japan and the aoo ••• ion to power at the Viet Kinh in 

••• September 19~6. The bulk of ita tormer .upporter. be ..... partisan. at the Vi.t ..... 

Government and joined the Tariou. parti .. repreoented in that goverJllllent. It. lead.rlhlh 

apparently di.oredited for having ,ambled on the .uao ••• at the Japan ...... . 

• olip.ed, di.appearing tor a tlme trom publio lit •• 

Following the outbreak at th. fighting betwe.n the Frenoh and Vietname.e in 

Deoember 1946, Prinoe Onong D., in a letter to th. Pre.ident ot th. United Stat .. 

dated June 9, 1947, attempted to .olioit Ameriaan aid for the Vietnam po.pl. who 

·tor the pa.t eighty yeare ••• bave been und.r the oontrol at the Frenoh Goverollent. and ... 

bave autter.d gr.atly tr .. it. delpoti ... and tyranoy.·l Later, on Ootober 7, 1941, 

four Ononr; De emi .. ari .... re report.d to bave mad. aontaot with Baa Dei, th.n in 

Hongkong, AI partioipant. in the .tfort to lOt up a riTal Vietnam r;oTOrnment to that 

at Eo obi Minh. 2 Prinoe Ouong De di.aTOwed r .. ponolbllit,o tor th ••• ..tuari .. , .tlll;~ 

that they wer. in ~ot .nvoy. at hi •• upporter. aotiDG on their own authority. Ee 

al.o r .... rk.d that hi. only plan. were to 1.aTO Japan to vi.it China and .e.t with 

Chiang (' ai_.hek, an old triend. A.. tar a. .upport to Bao Dei ... oono.rued, CUong De 

• See aboft, pp. 60 tt • 
•• 8ee abov., pp. a tt • 
••• 8e. aboVe, pp. 65 tt. 
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further indioated that the .truggle for Vietnam independenoe took preoedenoe over 

the que.tion of leader.hip and that he wal in favor of agreement between Baa Dai and 

So ohi lIinh.l Thil UDWillingne •• at Cuong De to a •• ooiate him •• lf too oloBely with 

Baa vai may be attributed, apart fro. Cuong De'. own perlonal de.ires for leadorahip, 

to hi. intranligeant advooaoy ot Vietnamese independenoe. Thi. attitude ha. marked the 

lubsequent aotivitiel of the Vietnam aeatoration League, which had tried to play the 

role of an intermediate third group in Vietnamele nationali.t politio.. Although 

oppoled to the Communist leadarlhip of the Vi.tnam GoverDD8nt, th. VietDaa a.ltoration 

League hal retuled to identify itlelf with the Baa Dei govera.ent, .inc. it oon.ider • 

• uoh French oonae •• ions al have been made inadequate. 

In Deoember 1947, Cuong De elaborated on hi. politic. in a l.tter to the 

Vietname •• pre... H. indicated that Vietnam'l etruggl. for ind.p.ndenoe .. I faTOrably 

regard.d by the d.mocratic countrie. at the world, but that the C~unilt leader.hip 

at the Vietnam Gov.rnm.nt "" a oomplioating faotor that .al perpetuating the oonfliot. 

Cuong D. appealed to Ho ohi lIinh, 8whol •• inoerity and patriotio lentim.nt. are 

unquestionabl., to look oar.tully into the international lituation and to give way 

Z 

to other p.rlon. who oan be aoo.pt.d by th. demooratio oountri ••• • Later, in lI&y 1948, 

Cuong De again appealed to th. United Stat •• to allilt in negotiating a Frenob-VietDaa 

agr.ement for the ind.pend.noe of vietnam.S 

It appear I that headquart.rl ot the Vi.tDaa ae.toration Leagu. were eltabli.hed 

in 1948 in Canton, under the aotiv. prelidenoy at Hoang Dam Hung. Other Ipokema.n 

~nd aupporterl of the organi~tion includ.d Vuong sinh Son, Pban trong Doan, Truong 

aDh Bghia, and Tran boi Long.4 Cuong D. appar.ntly mad. repeat.d .ffortl to l.av. 

Japan for China, where h. might make oontaot with Chin.l. H.tionalist official. and 

pr •• umably •• tabli.h conn.otion. with the e.igre oenter of hi. organi~tion. Aocording 

to Cuong De, permt •• ion to l.ave Wa. d.nied by United Stat •• oooupation ollioial •• & 

In Ootober 1848, th. Baison netnam ••• prell l.a","eel Itori •• that Cuong De 
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had sade approaohel to 19uyen T&D Xuan, Prelident ot the ProTllional Central Vietnaa 

Gover_ent, to aeet lD Donglcon!: and d1l0 .... CuOIlC D.' I r.turn to Indoohina a. a 

mediator between Bao Dei and Do ohi KlDh.l Whil. the.e r.port •• ere not oontiraed 

by the prinoipal. lDvolved, their appearanoe te.titie. to the de.ire on the part ot 

.ome Vietname.e politioian. tor the ret .. rn ot PrlDoe Cuon!: De to IndoohlDa a. an 

alternative nationali.t leader. By Karoh 1949 CuolIC De apparently relt that the 

.ituatlon lD Vietnam had beo ... IIDre oritioal. tor lD apr ... lDtervie .. at that t1M, 

he under.oored hi. de.ire to get to Canton and Wdireot aotivelJ the oampaign tor 

troedom.- CuolIC De mad. the exaggerated olaia that the Vietnam Reltoration League had 

a member. hip ot -180.000 etteotive.- and 10,000,000 tupporter.. SignitioantlJ, he 

lDdioated willlDgne •• to aoo.pt aid trOlll the USSR or the Chine •• C~i.tl and to 

oollaborate with Bo ohi KlDh in a UDited tront in the Itrugsle to win lDdependenoe 

tor Viatnam. B. allo reterred to hi. appeal. to the United State. tor ... pport. Z 

An A.prll 1949 report lDdioated that the netDalll a.ltoration League had tor .. ad a partJ 

lD Xwangli, China.a In J .. IJ 1949, a further report indioated that CuOIlC De had d.ollDM 

an lDvitation tr .. Bao Dei to partioipate lD the Bao DIl gover_nt, an aotion that 

UDd.rloored CuollC De'l oontlD .. ed UDWllllngne .. to aooept the oonoe .. ionl sade bJ the 

Frenoh thu. tar.' 

It wo .. ld appear that the Vietnam R •• toration Leagu. had lo.e importanoe al 

a Vi.tname •• nationali.t politioal gro .. p. Baving retu.ed to o"proai •• Vi.tn .... e 

nationalilt damand. tor toll lDdepend.nce, it saJ ... ooeed in attraotillC .l ..... nt. troa 

the Bao Dei gov.rnment that objeot to the puppet .tat ... ot that gover_.nt. It M7 

al.o attraot .upport tro. r •• i.tanoe eleaent. oppoled to the Vi.t KlDb leader.hip. 

.. Fr.noh-Spon.ored aegime.. Varlou. governaental bodi.. ..t .. p bJ the Frenoh 

authoritie. to help admlDi.ter the area. UDd.r their oODtrol have pl_Jed a oon.id.rabl. 

role lD the Bao Del reltoratlon IIDvem.nt. %be aOlt promlDeDt ot the.e bodi .. have 

• 
been tbe -Gover_t or Boutb Vletnaa, - the -ada1nhtrat1Te o_it_.- or TonklD IUId 
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~. the "Provi.ional Vietnam C.ntral Governm.nt" and no. the Baa Dat "Vi.tnaa 

Government". While the.e government. o~. into b.ing through appointment by the 

m.tropolitan pow.r rather than through indig.nou. politioal proo •••••• th.l have 

.oqlir.d varling ~UDt. of politioal lif. of th.ir own bl virtue of th.ir oontrol 

of patronage. offioial propaganda faoiliti ••• and admini.trativ. pr ••• ure and bl 

providing forum. for exi.ting politioal organisation •• 

a. Th. Government ot South Vi.tnam. Th. Governm.nt ot South Vietnam had it. 

beginning. in the "Con.ultativ. Counol1 ot Coohinohlna." an advl,orJ group ot tour 

Frlnohmen and .ight Vietname •• appointed on F.bruarl 14. 1946 bl the Governor G.n.ral 

of Indoohlna. l The Counoil gave offloial publ10itl to autollOOQ' dllllOn.tratlon. that 

ore organis.d in Coohinohina during the toll owing .onth.. It proola1il.d the "aepublio 

ot COohinohina" on June 1. 1946. while the d.l.gation ot the Vl.tnam Government ... 

on it. wal to Pari. to negotiate with Frano. the ba.l0 i •• u •• ot Fr.noh.Vletnam 

e 
relationo. inoluding that of the .tatn. Dt CDohlnohlna. With the •• tabli.hment Dt the 

aepubl1o. the CoUDOU _. expand.d to an a ..... bll and 11lait.d .xeouthe tunotlDn. WIre 

a •• igned to a gov.rna.nt form.d trom among the .emb.r. of the a .... bll. ~ing It. 

entire exi.teno •• all memb.r. of the Con.ultative ~ •• .abll WIre appointed by the 

Frenoh and all but a f •• WIre Fr.noh oitl •• n.. Ileotion. WIre po.tpon.d r.p.atedll 

Z 
beoau •• ot laok of publio ord.r. 

~though •• parati.... a. r.pre •• nt.d by the n_ republio. _ •• pon8ored bl 

the Fr.noh adm1ni.tration. 1t _. not .nt1r.ll without V1etname ••• upport. Coohinoh1na 

i. the Wlalthi •• t ot the thr •• Vi.tn ....... tate.. It h1.tor1oal dev.lopaent d1ft.red 

trom that ot Tonkin and ~ ... in that Fr.noh 1nfluIDoe in Cooh1nohiD& _ •• trong.r. 

repre •• ntatlve in.titutlon. wer. aore highll develope. and eduoational .t&Ddard. were 

high.r. ~ numb.r ot ainor polltical partie. and group. Wlr. tora.d ln 1946 around the 

Conoultative COUDoil. with plattoru d-..ding varlou. deg"" ot •• paratl_ or 

• See abo .... p. 80. 
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• 
autonomy witbin a ted.rated or unitary Vi.tnaa, Tbee. orEanisation. oompri.ed 

mainly middl.-ola •• and •• altby Vi.tnam •••• tb. bulk ot Who. wer. Frenoh oiti •• n •• 

Tb.ir popular influ.no. ... negliglble, 

Tbe Government of th. R.publlo of Coohinohina allo attreot.d at Tarlous tlm •• , 

in addit10n to tb. I.paratilt grouPI. tb •• upport of .ing. ot the .uoh lIOn r.al and 

powerful cao oal·· and Boa Bao mov_entl, ••• 

Tb. fir.t pr •• id.nt ot tb. Coobinobina Republio, .guy.n van Tbinh, oommitted 

.uio~d. in Bov •• b.r 1946. appar.ntly beoau •• b. t.lt that hi. ~overna.nt had heooae • 

taro.,l ~ new governaent with I.e van Boaoh at ite h.ad ... In.tall.d on D.oeaher S. 19~ 

under th •• logan ·B.itb.r .eparetllt nor unloni.t, but autono.llt,' 2 

Followin& th. ~let. br.akd01lD ot relation. betwe.n Frano. and Vietnam on 

Ileoemb.r 19. 1946. the new gov.rnm.nt ... wel_ed by liar lUi Kout.t, Kinllter at 

Overo... Freno.. on Deoemb.r 26. 1946$ and by Leon 81_, Fr.nob Pr_ier, on Deo.her 

29. 1946. 4 On D.o.her al, 1946. Le Van Boaoh t.lt that th. po.ition or blo gO'Yernment 

had lapr"".d lurtioi.ntly to take th. lead in .'P0u.ing Vi.t ....... nationall... "We 

refu.e to ghe the Viet Kinh tb. IIOnopoly ot national1 __ .Let Frenoe translate into 

oonor.te faet b.r promi •• ot ind.pend.nOl and an that day ~ patriot. will tOllo ••• 

onoe .0r ..... W. belleve that ronkin ha. no more right that Coobinoblna to 1.ad.·1i 

Th ••• word. wer. tollowed with -.• tat •• nt on January 17. 1947 oonoeding that th. V1et 

K1nh oontrolled mo.t ot th. area that bil gO'Yernment olalaed.S 

On F.bruary 4. 1949. tb. Coobinohina Republio ... proolaimed a ·tre • • tat." 

torming part ot th. IDdoobin ••• F.deration and th. Frenoh Union, It .. s $iven a nuaber 

ot add1tional powen by th. Frenob Governor General.7 Tblo .ttort to bolster ito 

authority among th. VietDaae.e _. ,upplemented by approaohe. by I.e van Roach to 

8 
110 obi Minh in F.bruary, n.,otlat1on. with re.lotanoo .l_.nt •• cao-Daiot., and th • 

• S •• belo •• pp. 185 tt. 
•• ae. abo'Y., pp. 1111 tt. 
••• Se. above. pp. 122 tt. 
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Boa Hao in Karohl l oontaot. with Dong Minh Hoi element. in AprilJ
2 

and liai.ion with 

Bao Dai in August.3 In September 1947 a meeting of all element. in the Coohinchina 

A •• embly _. held to d100u •• the return ot Bao o.i to Indoohina. 110 agreement _. 

r •• ched~ and The Cochinchina Government went through another ori.i.. It divided into 

three "inge, tbe pro-French .. ing of Tran TAn Tyl a group head.-l by I.e van Hoaohl and 

another headed by Nguyen van Xuan. On Ootob.r 1. 1947. IIguyen van Xuan _ •• l.ct.d 

prelid.nt. L. van Hoach refused to lerv, a. viol-pre.id.nt in the new gov.rnment. 6 

ae had the .upport of influ.ntia1 wing. of the Co.o Dai.t and Boa Hao movement.. and 

hil withdrawal reduoed the .trength of the goverlllllent by removing tro. it the only 

groupo oontrolling VietnBllle •• foroe. and territory of their own. 

Th. Xuan goverlllllent. too. embark.d on a progrBlll of appea .... nt of the nationalist 

movement in re'iltanoe. It ohanged it. name to the Prov1oional Goverlllllent of Bouth 

VietnBlll on Ootober 13. 1947 to .ign~i •• it. de.ir. for a unifi.d Vi.tn ... 6 It •• oured 

the rele .. e of impr1Boned r.d.tano. el_ent. and improved the welfare of other. le.-t 

in jail.7 Through ~t. propaganda agenoy. it held out an olive branoh to Ho ohi Minh 

and identified it •• lf with all VietnBllle.e Who had the 101e aim ot liberating th.ir 

oountry. 8 All these .tep. were d .. igned to "in .upport for Xuan'. propo.al to ... ploy 

Bao Dai. a. the man above partie •• to negotiate with the Fr.noh for the independ.noe 

and unity of Vietnam. N.verth.1 •••• the Government of 80uth Vietnam remained ineff.otual. 

maintained and .upport.d by the Frenoh authoritie. rath.r than by popular oon.ent. Bao 

Dal him.elf requested dissolution of the governm.nt on Ootob.r 6. 1947, reoognising 

thereby the ext.nt to Whioh it .... a political 1iability.S 

Of the •• parati.t partie. that drew their strength larg.ly tram partioipation 

in the .uooe •• ive form. of the Consultativ. Counoil. tho •• de.orib.d in the following 

paragraph. wer. identified with .paoifio program. and WIre aotiv. over a period of 

time. 

i. Th. Indoohin ••• D..aoratio Party. Tha Indoohin ... D .. ooratio Party 

(~D_oorata Indoohinoh) .... l.d by Ip;ren V8Il Thinh, the fir.t pra.1.r of the 
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-Bopublio ot Coohinohina.- Pro-Frenoh in orientation, the party accepted the Frenoh 

d.olaration ot Karoh 24, 1946, whioh envieaged an Indoohinese federation compoe.d ot tI 

autonomoul .tatee -- Tonkin, AnIwa, Cochinohina, Laol, o.nd C .... bodia - fonning a part 

of the Frenoh Union. The part)' f."ored a hierarohicel I),ote .. of Indireot election. tor 

village oounoil., proYinoial oounoil., and a Coohinchina counoil, .troog tie. with 

France, and French reprelentation witb a Itrengtb ot one-third in the Cochinchlna 

goyernment. In 1946 it advooated oomplete leparation tro. Tonkin and ADnaa. l 

11. The Coohinchineoe Deaooratic Party. The Coohinohineoe D_ocratic Part1 

(~ Damoora.t. CochinchlnOll) _. led b)' Ilgu)'8n tan Cuong, a _ber ot the Coohinobl .. 

ConlultatiY8 Counoil. The part)' ... 1 .eparatilt and tavored a ooaplete1y autono.ou. 

Z 
Coohinohina tied to Frano •• 

i11. The Popular Front ot Coohinohina. rho Popular Front ot Coohinohlna 

(~ ~ !!2 ~ ~!l) _I led b)' Phong ran a:tJ4/or Ngu)'en ran tuoog a and 

r •• eabled ~~ Coohinohine.e Deaooratio Part)'. It pub11.h.d a paper oal1ed ~ Appeal 

(rl..ng.~). 

h. Th. POpular lIon .. ent ot Coohinohlna. The Popular 1I0y_ent ot Coohinobl .. 

(Phong ~ ~ ~ 1!!!!!l) _. led in 1946 b)' La tan T""'ng. The pert)' .tood 

tor an autone.ou. Coohinohina within a ropublioan tederation ot VietnAa and beli8YOd 

in a deoentralilation of power. for Coohinohina in a Vietnaa bloo. It .till publioh •• 

the paper Coohinohina (!!!!!l). 4 

b. The adainiatrathe oOlllll1tte •• of AnnanI and Tonkin. 1Iith the outbreak ot 

ho.tilitie. On Deoember 19. 1946 part. ot Tonkin and Annaa 0 ..... under direot Frenoh 

admini.tra.tion. In Ka)' 1947, Itep. were taken to oreate oomm1ttee. ot Vietname •• 

to help adminieter thl areal. The Frenoh authoriti," ... d. olear that thi. wa. don. 

not to "return to the old adaini.trative toraul ... • •• but. ".inoe the prelent .ituation 

il beooming prolonged". 1n order to permit a oertain number ot Vietname ••• ·.ome ot 

wh_ are top-rankilll per.onalitie •• to a,"_ re.pono1bllity ot a purel)' ad.i.chtrati" 

D&tur •• - 6 
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Tn. Frenoh had oon.id.rable diffioulty getting oandidat •• to •• rv. on the 

v oOnDitt.eo. Enthu.ia ... for participation _. low. and the fear of ""&s"ination 

and r.pri.al. by Vietnam Government ,upporter. wa. great. Tne overwbelaing bulk 

of trained intell.otual •• ere in Vietnam Gov.rnment territory with the re.ietano •• 

Tne only out.tanding figure e.oured ... Truong dinh Tri ot the Dong Minh Hoi party. 

a form.r mini.t.r in the Ho chi Minh gov.rnment.· H .... a •• a •• inet.d at Hanoi on 

Ootober 11. 1947.1 Th. Frenoh oontinued. howev.r. to build up the authoritv ot th ••• 

oommitte ••• and a report ... oarried by the Saigon radio te the .tf.ot that ·aooording 

to r.liabl •• ouroes. the Haiphong and Hanoi edminiltrat1ve committ ••• will be r.orgUlb.d 

inte d. faoto temporary gov.rnm.nt. 81nO. the Fr.noh authoriti •• have hand.d back 

almo.t all the adm1nistrativ •• ervio ••• • Z The &dm1niltrativ. I.rvio •• bed be.n giv.n 

ov.r te the oommittee. on F.bruary 16. 1948.$ 

The •• admini.trative cammitt.e. and their perlonn.l con.tltuted the main 

vehicl. ot .upport tor the Bao Dai r •• toration movem.nt In Tonkln and Annam. Be ol.otlon. 

were .ver held. but the •• otfloial.. all appoint.d by the French. wer. ab.orb.d inte 

the Provl.lonel Vi.tnaa Central Gov.~nm.nt .et up by Jguyen van Xuan in May 1948 

and later beoame the looal agenol.. ot the Bao Dai government lit up July 1. 1949. 

o. Th. Provi.ional Vl.tnam Central Governm.nt. On May 6, 1948. Pr •• ld.nt 

Nguyen van Xuan of the Goverum.nt ot South Vietnaa announo.d in Hanoi the forthca.lng 

formation ot a new "Provil1one1 Vi.t .... Centrol Governm.nt" ba •• d on an agre_.nt to 

be r.ached b.twe.n Xuen Uld French High Commi •• ion.r Bollaert. with the .xpliolt 

4 
approval ot .x-Emperor Bao Dal. The new government ... tounded by r.pre.entative. 

ot th. admi .. lotratlT1 oOmm1tteOl and ot th. Gov.rnment ot South Vi.tnam on May 20, 1948,6 

in antioipatio .. ot a .atlotaotery •• ttl_e .. t with Franoe. When th. &g ........ nt~ 

.ub •• quIDtly negotiat.d aboard a Fre .. oh orui.er 1n the Ball ~'Alo .. g. was ratifi.d by the 

Fr ... oh ~ ..... bly, aooept.d by Bao Dal 111 prinoiple, and .uppl .. ented by detailed lapl ..... tlng 

agr ..... nta. th ..... go ..... _ .. t _. to a ...... an a .. tiT. rol.. ID th ...... t1&e. tn 

• s •• abO~ •• p. 71. 
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Vietn ......... l .. ad .. r. be.ide. X'lan oommitt .. d th ...... lve. firmly to th .. n .... body. 

Th .. Fr .. noh Governm .. nt and A .... mbly ultimat .. ly .. ndor ... d the Baie d'Along agreement, 

but the ProTi.ional Vi .. tnaa C .. ntral Government never achieved more than a nominal 

.. x1ateno... Baa!)ai announced the formation of a oabinet on July 1, 1949. Thlo new 

government hal not yet tak .. n ov .. r the prinoipal gov .. rnment function. from th .. French 

admini.tration end hal not thu. far oau.ed a eignifioant realignment of political 

torce. in Indochina. 
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