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DECLARATION Of' INDUENDENCE 01 THI 
DEMOCRATICREPUBUC OF VIET HAM 

. On August 30/...L94~. P"esident. Ho-Chi Minh 
. arrivca"in _Hanoi, coming. "from _ the Free Zone. 
On September 2, 1945, befo-';i-~500~ooo p-eople 
gathered in, Ba DinA squti,.e, h~r read: the Decla­
ration 0/ Independsnce 0"' the riemocratic· R-epub .. 
lie of Vi~t Nam. 

" All men a.re created~ equal. They are endowed by 
their Creator witk certain unalienable Rights; among' 
these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of .HappineSs. " 

Thi,s immortal statement was made iu the Declara­
tion of- Independence of. the United States of America 

-in I776. In-aq.oo<iersense, this means : All the peoples 
on the earth a&'.equal -from birth, all the peoples. 
have a .righttO-live and·t<) be happy and free. 

The Declaration, made in I79I at the time of the-. _ 
French Revolution, on.the Rights of Man and the 
Citizen, :ils.) $tates: ';All liIen '!U"eboinfree and with 
equal rightll;aDdmust alWays remain-ftee ~nave 
equal rights." . 
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Tho'se are undeniable truths. 

• 

"­
Vietnamese Sttie{il1s" _ . .;. 

Nevertheless, for more than eighty years,the French 
imperialists, abusing the standard of Liberty, Equal­
ity and Fraternity, have violated our F;'therland' and 
oppressed our fellow-citizens. They have acted cont~a-
ry to the ideals of humanity and justice. ' 

in the field of politics, they have deprived our people 
of every democratic liberty. 

They have-enforced inhuinan laws; they ,have set 
up three'distinct po}itical reghJles fn the North, the 
Centre and the South of Viet N am in order to wreck . . our' national unity and prevent our people from being 
united: -

They havel:lUilt more prisons than schools. They 
have mercilessly slain our patriots; they have drowned 
our uprisings in rivers of blood. They have fettered 

) public opinion; they have practised obscurantism 
against onr people. To weaken our race they have 
forced us to use opium and 'alcohol. 

In the field of economics, they hlve fleeced us to 
-the bone, impoverished our peopleand devastated our 
land. 

rhey have robbed us of oUr ricefields, our'mines, our 
forests, 6urraw materials. They have monopolized 
the issue of hank-notes a~d the exppr.t t'rade, -

They have invented nUll!-ero~s unjustifiable taxes, 
and reduced our people, especially our peasantry, to 
a state of extreme poverty., 

They ha,ve hampered our national bourgeoisie from 
prospeftng; ,they have.. mercilessly 'exploited our 
workers. 
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"'" Append;x 

In the ap.tumn of 1940, when {he Japanese fascists 
· violated Indochina's territory to establish new bases 
against the Allies, the French imperialiSts went down 
on' their bended,knees and handed over our coUntry 

to them. .: ..' 
Thus, from. that date, our people were subJected'to 

the ,double yoke of the French and the]apanese. Their 
sufferings and miseries increased. The result was that 
from the end of last year to the beginning of this year" 
from Quang Tri proVince to the North of Viet Nam, 
more than two million of our fellow-eitizens died from. 

,starvation. On the 9th of March, French' troops . w~re" 
disarmed by' the J apanese. .Th~ French colonialists 
either fled or surrendered, showing that not only were 
they incapable of .~ protecting" us, but that, in the,. 
span of five years. they had twice sold our country 
to the Japanese. 

~ On several OCcasions before the 9th of March, the 
,Viet Miiih league had urged the French to join forces 
with it against the Japanese-. Instead of agreeing to 
this proposal, the French colonialists so intensified 
their terrorist a~tiVities against the Viet Minh mem-

· bers that before' fleeing they massacred a great num­
~rof poli~ca:l prisoners detained atYen Bay and 
Cad' Bang.' .. . ' . 

Notwithsta.#ding all this,' our fellQw·citizens have 
always manifested a'tolerant and humanlY attitude 
towards the French. Even after the Japanese coup de 

. IDrce of March 1945, the Viet ~nhLe~gu~ ~elped~y 
Frenchmen to cross the fronher; rescued some ofthein 
fromjapanes*Cjails and protected FreilGhHves {ant· • 
property •. -' . .' ,. " 
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.. -­Visltuim6S8- Stfld." 

. FrO!U the autumn of I940' our country had in fact 
ceased to be a FJ"ench colony and had become a J ap­
allese possesSion. 

After the Japanese had surrendered to the Allies. 
our whyle p!,ople rose up to regain our national sover­
eigntyand to found the Democratic RepubliC of Viet. 
Nam. 

The. truth is that we have wrested our inde~ndence 
. from the Japanese and not from the French. 

The French have fled. theJapanesehavecal,>itulated. 
Emperor Bao Dai has abdicated. Our people have bro­
ken the chains Which for. nearly a century have fet-' 
tered Wl. and hav;ewon independence for the Father­
land. OUr people at the same time have overthrown 
the mgnarchic regime thai has reigned supreme for 
tells of centuries. In its place has IJeen established the 
present Democratic Republic. 

For these reasons. we. members of the Provisional 
,Government. representing the whole Vietname~e peo­
ple. declare that from now on we break off all rela­
tions of a colonial character with France; we repeal 
all the international obligations that France ha)s so far 

- ,subscribed to On behalf of Viet Nam and We aboli$h 
all the special rights the French have unlawfJ1lly 
acquired in our Fatherland. . 

The whole Vietnruuese people. animated by a com­
mon purpoSe. are determined to fight to lh~ bitter end 
against any attempt by the Ftench colonialists_ to 
reconquer our cOtintry. 

l We are convinced that the AWed nations. which at 
Teheran and San Francisco have acknowledged the 
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principles of self-determination ang equality of na­
tions, will not refuse to recognize the independence 
of Viet NaIll. 

A people that has courageously - opposed French 
domination for more thaneigllty years, a people that. 
has fought side by side with the AlIies against the 
fascists during these last years, such a people must be· 

,free and independent.-

For those r~asons, . we, members of the Provisional 
Government of the Democratic Republic of Viet Nam, 

. solemnly'declare to the world that Viet Nam has the 
right to be free and independen~, and in fad it is so 
already. The entire Vietnamese people are determined 
to mobilize all their physical and mental strength, to 
sacrifice their lives and property in order to safeguard 
their freedom and. independence. . 

Hanoi, fhc Second of September -1945 

HO CHI MINH, President 

. TRAN HUY LIEU VQ NGUYEN GIAP' 

CHU VAN TAN PHAMVAN DONG 

DUONG DUC mEN NGtJY!,;N VAN TO 

NGUYEN MANH HA CU HUY CAN 
PHA]of NGOC THACH~ NGUYEN V.AN XUAN· 
VU TRON& -KHANH DAO TRONG KIM 

VU DINH HOE LE VAN HIEN 
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